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PREFACE 


Jes po sively pets stn teatro pide wat 
teagun io Porth County by Sebastian Fryfogie in South Easthope 
During that period such marvelous changes have taken place t= 
tht ue Scena cos ave han oerpton 
in ou proseat conditions, is uely theme worthy our highest 
nsprations, In my efforts at gathering wp and describing scenes 
and circumstances, which ie along our everchanging prospect, 1 
fool impressed with a sense of unworthiness to discharge my 
sslbimpoued duty, The responsibility of dealing with events and 
haracter of men who have laid as on a sure foutdation the 
‘destiny of this county has overwhelmed oe with fone that 1 


aight alin doing justi to al 
A mats of material had t9 be sought out, scrutinized, and such 
evidences (nto historical ealue) selected and acranged as far a8 


possible in chronological order, 39 ato give effect to the whole, 
Intich seemed an almost impossible task. 1 may be permited to 
fronts no one, I trast will ever change me with fnlocerity oF 
Unltitfaless in prosecuting this important work. In that great 
fealm of history, where men's motives aust be judged largely by 
theie actions, i & salem responsibilty resting om the single 
rind of the historian that no unjust reflections be made on those 
‘whose lips ace forever closed in everlasting silence 

Te preparing and compiling this work every precaution has bee 
taken to nevure accuracy in its dtals a being essential to con 





fraluable. Wherever dates are given they have been taken fom 
‘onda Where orl information only has boon obtainable regard 
ing the id of postive certainty 

T dese to express my sincere thaaks to those persons who 
have Kindly asisted me in obtaining information. To Me. Stele, 
af the Canada Co. London, England: oficers of the Crown Lands 
hd Canada Co, Toronto; Me. Lane, county clerk of Huron; M 
Rotoon, county clerk of Middlesex; and municipal oficer, clergy, 
und others of our own coanty, 1 am onder deep obligations. T 
thay be permitted here specially t0 thank Me. John Idington, 
County atorney, of Statiord, for his exclleatcoatebution in his 
Sharan he ny" asi hpi 0 ha 

conclusion, may aay thet every exertion has been made 10 


stabish tr regarding all of whom T have had occasion (0 
Gre, 1 have given honour where hoaour i due, and in my 
Rami way rescued fom oblivion the names of many who did a 


treat work ia this county. That I wil please all T have hope, 


Sif ensure should fll on my efforts 1 shall be still proudly 
Conscious that where 1 fil Twill as a marys 
WILLIAM JOHNSTON 
St Marys, December 51st, 1902 











HISTORY 


COUNTY OF PERTH 


CHAPTER 1. 


ose to write a history of the County of Perth, in order 
iat theoe whom faturty will bring may now the sary af 
Foose ie in this portion of Canada. The passing years glide 
leeds onwards, now ladon with memories of those old seers 
whe transformed the dre . Tract into 
“ing elds and happy homes. ‘The love of an aged pio 
Ne ificlies, He 

paver battle, endured the struggle with penary, often 
with the stern spostre of want at his door, an Here also was the 
foret ve, we regret 10 ay, in to ty instances passed lata 
ster hands, The old homestesd, with all te hallowed assoc. 
ations, is now eld bythe stranger. There are sil few female 
ing, however, of this old band, now worn and grey, bending low 
beneath the weight of yeurs and from these must be gathered the 
ory ofthe ealy settlement ofthis County. 





Ft should be the work of the istorian, therefore, among these 
umtances and events, weaving them into a web which will show 
the tras, the hardships, and the patient enduring tol ofthe 
humble backwoodseman, To thse brave adventurers this County 
of Perth owes her beautiful farms, ber wealth, aad her advanced| 
place in the great march of chiliation, The old pionsers were as 
& clas arees and intrepid men. To a moderate agree of com 
fort inthe O14 Lang, with, in many cases, an immoderate degre 
of servility, thoy prefered a voluntary exile in the Huron Tract 
far away ftom fiends, und remote from neighbors—which gave 
them independence. "Their huts or dwelling paces were of the 
‘dest dewtiption, Roads there were neat nothing to point the 

except a blaze a the tll tress, leading ow and on, further 
Tay fom the outside word, deper and deeper ito what seemed 
{5 be an ilimitable wilderness. Ia thse primitive cabins there 
was lite comfort. Vet, in spite of their scanty fre, i spite of 
Uheerless surroundings, there was much happiness, "Te is dit- 
Tinguishing mark of the goodness of God that happiness may be 
found anywhere 

In thee log cabins, rude though they were, there Was joy. Be 
neath the trough covered roof there were loving hearts, and where~ 


rer there is love, thers, 00, ishappiness. When the old minister, 


{gmayhalred wanderer of the woods, came nt long intervals 10 
break the broad of life to is farscatered cl, there was joy 
‘When the day's toll was over; and a great Gre roared up Ue cet 
and clay chimney, a heap of wood iing on the dog iane in front 
fa blasing back log, the winter storms wight spend thee fury 
fon the groaning forest; there was joy inthe rude shanty. When 
the walle ofthe lg barn had boen raised, and the kind neighbors 
had retired to the hut, when the dance soon grew fst and furious, 

"To say thatthe old pioncers were, asa class, people of learning 
for refinement as we understand these things t-tay, would convey 





an exoncous impression. To sty that afew of them were, would 
tindoubtely be trve. Some Bad seen better days, and hoped to 
Ado co again, A large numberof them were men of decided ch 

ctr, of strong natural poclvites, with geeat energy and deter 
‘ination. At long intervals, an’ old settler with some book 
Tearing might be found, Many could not rad ; many more could 
fot write. By far the largest number, however, had what was 
practically more useful than book learning. ‘They had the educae 
Tea obtaloed tou coming im contact with Wet flows,” A cou 
Sam appeal also to their decison and judgment rendered more 
incisive their shrowdness and penetration. In backwoods ie new 
Aiiculies were constantly springing up, which had to be met une 
Sided byte povesrs These nentailcs arising Gamble vocation 
‘were all poor, and nearly all acepted those hardships and incon 
‘eoienses inseparable frm pioneer ile, wit the falest conBidence 
that a fertile sil and the beght sunshine of Canada would yield an 
tmple reward for thee toil, It could only be for a few years, at 
frost, thatthe struggle would continue. Hope was ever present 
Ivith ther, pointing away to that time when success would rig 


Competence as a reward for their selé-denial and perseverance 

By far the greatest number of those who entered the woods 
wore young men. Age, with its “ese saws and modern instane 
es," was of lite se n the bush, ned, piones ie furnished 


Ae etrong as steel, Wealth, as rule, be had none, whereby he 
tight have to some extent rlleved himself rom his daly tas, 
His sole implements of fortune were a fertile sol, an axe, and 
industry. The County of Perth suppiod him with the fst, the 
seconde could obtain for a dollar, and the third was the gilt of 
heaven, Thus equipped the hero of the woods entered the lists 
with foreung, but with almost every assurance tht ultimately he 
‘ould be triumphant 





Ponoerifein Canada may now be sid to bea thing ofthe pst. 
It's tre, there are immense tracts of unbroken forest yel to be 
conquered and made Gt for the abode of man, Those conditions 
Swhich obtained in the early history of this county retarding the 
perations of seltlement, and causing much ofthe hardship pecu 
Tar tothe lot ofthe early setler, now no longer exit 

‘Canada has during the Tast fy yeace become a great and 
wealthy country. Wherever a new settler plants his O98 now — 
there trade and commerce, those hand-maids of agriculture, are at 
his hess sting for the est sound of his axe. Indeed, he is 
‘flen preceded by many’ of those conveniences peculiar #9 the c= 
‘esl prosecution of his calling. Railways are built, roads are 
‘oastructed by the Goverment, telegraphe put ia operition, all 

tnd opeoed up| short aloe: cyerthing is done 4 beop bn 
in touch with a civilization of which he ithe advance guaed. The 
‘necessaries of fe forthe ploncer of to-day are easly obtainable, 
fad is enjoyments of it comforts will be limited only by bis 
ability to purchase them, There is no isolation now, a8 was the 
‘ase inthe early days of this county, and the present position of 
new setler fsa ithe great centres of our population were putting 
ofan energy from the throbbing heare of civilization, following 
Sous on his train, and orging im on 

‘During the settlement ofthis county there were no such conde 
tions. Upper Canada, ax Ontario was called at that period, was 
not a wealthy province. Its vat resources were yet undeveloped 
indeed, were practically unkown, even in er most favored places 
Huron Trac That splendid section of Ontario in which thie 
county has a conspicuous place had yet t Be made. The wilder. 
‘ess had to be transformed by the pionece. There were nora, 
to railways, n0 mal riilges, no means of communication with 
the outside, The settler in the carly days of Perth County had 
‘eth to ad bm but a fertile soil, where it could be made av 
thle, “The litle produce he was abe in course of time to place oo 
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tne market could not be disposed of except at great trouble and 


cenponse 
Pe aid days long stings of oxteams fom Downe, Fullarton, 


ant i Bast Hopes, yoked to an oxccart or xsd tiled ony day 
aes ny aver mat horrible roads, theough dismal, dreary swamps 
ae gay to Galt, nd even ax far as Hamilton, with a few 
SSE thea, fr the porpore of obtaining a mach money e+ 


ve whey tunes, and procure some of the ordinary sce 
cere Fristoe thie families. A whole week woul be consumed 
ROE journey, and when the cost ofthe trip was deducted there 
wanda tle ff forthe poor pioneer. Nearly all the frst setters 
weeny County were immigrants from the OM! Land, and wnae 
ie bored poner i This tensed thr ites to sll 
Sete does They wee al, or nary all without money and 


Terre eaenunce in a ew country. Of the manner of learing 
Tee they knew nothing ; everything was strange to them. 10 
Te they wore like old Cyclopes, blindly groping around his 
wee coger necesnty compelled them to action, and how they did 
GaeE work the splendid aggregation of municipalities that compose 
thor county are evidence 

+ Son diaton of twakening interest fo pioneer ife amongst 
cour peste thae Historical Societies are being formed ia many 
Se eee tie Peanince. Mon ad women of education aad high 
Feet se dtghe in telling the story of these old days. Some of 
theca drtres with adegeeeof poste ferver, have thrown an atmos 
Shs af romance around backwoods ie which is mest honorable 
Pestle hesce They are giving prominence in Canadian erature 
eee rear ofa cans, the former neglect of which i surely tobe 
Mplored, Iti certainly a sated teust imposed om this generation 
rStuusre up thie humble record, (com which such great results 
aaeeersed to the people of our county. Theimportance ofthis 
Tierary work which fs now being performed may sot meet with 
MeN ection as i ought #0 ceeive, consiering the sacred 
Tt eadeavoer to discharge. Let those who are engaged iit, 
face be Tear however? the time will assutedly come when such 
sds will beheld se worthy of thehighest consideration among 
the treasures ofthe pas 





shanty, andthe old log school on the corner (around whose 
Fade walle tender felings of many Canadians stil linger) distance 
is-even now lending enchantment tothe view. The memories of 
thorepioncers in the patless woode are fast being invested. with 
that nobility of character which alone is attributed to heres. Men 
who do thir duty well under favorable conditions ate entitled to 
Praise. Men who 20 thei duty well under most unfavorable con 
Uiions must certainly be actuated by those motives which inepze 
the hero. If sincerity, ay Carlyle avers isthe mainepring of heroic 
faction, the old pioneers were sincere, They were tncsre in the 
fvork they had undertaken to accomplish. They were sincere ia 
the performance of all the requirements of good citizenship. 
progress, which atl grows and expands into these advanced 
onltons which now give besutfl homes, comfortable surround 
ings, and those many conveniences which characterize the County 
‘Those dificltes inseparable fom the every day Iie of a tacks 
woods man, his endless fol, his poverty, and his endurance we 
Floweer mother never shall or can be known. Her self-denial 
the light of God's heaven from her eyes, would have destosed 
feverything earthly but the devotion of an afetonate woman. To 
Tabour with her husbaod inthe logging fallow, to ministr to the 
wants ofa helpless fay, were of themselves sufclent to render 
her lot one of extreme hardship. These were only physical tral, 
however, and bore no comparioon 1 those longings of the mind, 
twhich wore out many a young if. Ia tet lonely shanty, all alone at 
the dark hour of night, her husband faraway, i may’e with his 
tnen, endeavoring to procure food fr their daly use, sbe trimmed 
the fight on thet old cracked stucer, iting by the window as a 


beacon, glimmering through the dark woods to guide him home 
Te may’ for weeks she hus heard no human voice but her o 
With a beating heart she keeps up her lonely vigil, listening: fr 





ot 
Men 
reed 


ioyed 
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the sound of the chains onthe sled, forthe forest echoes are now 
ee ened by a long yelping howl, which she knows too well is 

eotfate-wondsr then i the afiniies of the pioneer and his 
wit became Heong, most Beautiful description of which we 
Tint fom the Daya of the Canadn Company,” hy the Misses 
Heese Our foremathers were the tue backbone of the 
rns. How eflen docs the setcher aller any kind of history 
seat hoself with such an answer +1 could have told that fy 
fe wore Tsing, but 1 lost track of things when se died.” Or, 
"Deyo l kept a dary for many years but when my wie died I 
aiete up” Oe, “Tebuld tell yom that and much more if ad 
ei sncmory rightly, but Uve minded litle since my wife died 
Mae aeras is aways my wife, my wife, Many a man of Bity will 
Te sou today, "tbat father lost heart, but mother Kept ws to- 
Fonte “Kad those gentle mothers of two generations gone, who 
sepe to the west "when the tap of the woodpecker, inthe silence 
Stthe summer bush, vas se hammeron te brainy and the hum 


Gf inset Ife a torment not to be borne, —do we not hear the 


ikea tales of them in Uni aye of insupportable homesickness? 
bryos those women who thirted for airtight and space wore 
nica bf mad bythe loom of the forest and the difiulties of 
‘Searing, by te sound of the wind as it soughed or roared 
Trough the ees 


Totus therfore ll join in the sentiment expressed inthe beat 
sis nes ofthe Rev. Le Rey Hooker, of Detect, when he says 





CHAPTER 1 


| syst tat wean nt get opto, Te Canad 
Sorin fm ta ck tt Us cout of the Ceroay 

ds thon whom thy bad induced to ee on nds 
tctioseTonied, but at by masy who acted otra 
Etsy sectee Newly al of ths adturay erica tow out 
Of it we called the lene sytem, a plan adopted bythe 





nde 
i 
tad 
As 
First, 
‘The 


(Charter in aot having made certain improvements—such a8 open 
ing rods, uding tila, et. Third, The leasing system was 
ieyal and unjust, since #€ enabled the’ Company 10 resume all 
lands co expiration ofa lense and reellatenianced prices. ‘These 
higher prices were obtained aot foam improvements made by the 
Company, but were largely revultant from labour expended by 
seties oh adjoining ands, Fourth, An extra charge of 33% pet 
twas considered as simply an extortion. This extra levy was 
Known as the "Sharing Boney.” These grievances arose out of 
the lasing system, which was quite within the Company's right, 
fn not inal to the settler, as wil be shown claewhere 

The Pariamentary Committee proceeded t busines hy ordi 
al books and papers ix postenion of the Company to be laid be 
ft fo ivnigton As might beset th Comey ed 
fair was allowed to drop. Aw 8 mater of fact there was rel 
to just ground of complat, The motion passed in the House was 
not considered as serious, but as politcal manceuvre that found & 
ready support from both partis 

The Canada Company was orgenized in 1825, although its fis 
ception asa financial corporation took place in ay. John Galt, 
Who was its promotor, atsoeinted with hineelf x numberof gente 
Upper Canada n grant of which from the Beish Parliament was 
ngent and came to Canada for the purpose of carving out hx 
projects towards speedy setlement of ther terstory. With 
im was associated another person whose same is historical in the 
Horo Tract This man was Dr. Dunlop. It may be prope toy 
state here, however, that the settlment of the Huron Tract] 
foemed no part of that great enterprise engaging the Companys} 


stteaton, "Nether did it relate in any way to those provisions 
imade in the Charter recently granted t9 ie by Great Britain Since 
tha vast coustey known ae British America had been acquired, 





policy of Union of Church a state as existing in old England had 
een persitently maintained in this country, In pursuance of 
this plan, therefore, and inorder to place the Church in a greater 
Adogice of independence tothe fast growing democratic element, 
Svhich was tromply pervading the masses at that particular period 
Tange grants of publi and had been made fr is support in Upper 
Ganda, ‘Those land grants wers known ax Clergy Reserves, and 
Company was organized to dispose of those lands and open them 
Spore nthe ial map of te ein, ning 
or Waterloo, Grey and Wellington Counties are marked as Clergy 
Reserve lands 

The frat Act passed by the British Paciament, regarding the 
Company, war assented toby the King on June 27,1835. This 
fcr peated the Canada Company certain lands in Upper Canada, 
Enon an Clergy Reserves. While it gave n charter for the sale 
fin disposal ofthese Reserves, it st forth in Clause No. 3 that 

THs Majesty may resume the domaine hereby granted and sub 
Shitte other lands therefor.” This Act farther empowered the 


Company to grant deeds under certain forms which are annexed 
fo thy Act aaitall such conveyances to be valid falaw. Soir 
{hots arrangements were quite suitable fall partes. When this 
[nglslaion Became known in Upper Canad (fo the whole aerange- 
ments Were completed in London), a8 i 0 Government existed in 


Canada, a very diferent order of things obeained. The Church 
took umieager and gathered together her forces to. oppose the 
aienation of her property. An able and indefatigable defender of 
the rights of Episcopacy came forward in Bishop Strachan. This 
nan was # Scotchman by birth, and brought Hato oppesiton all 
hat fervor and doggsdaess characteristic of his country. He 
protested against the cements made with che Canada Company: 
‘Those lands which had boon set apart and granted to the Church 
forber support ought 19 he contrlled and disposed of by the 
(Church, OF the granting of these ands to this body there could 
feino doubt; and such being the case, there could be as litle 
floubt that the Chufch should coatea them. 





Asa mater ofcourse at that period any protestations ftom the 
Cchusch tn Canada could have Ile of no eect on the Brish 
Governments But she took stronger grounds. Ia her extremity 
Sho Sppested to the Mother Insttaton ia England, who came 
promptly te her assistance. Such was her power and influence in 
{he Otd Land, that His Majesty availed himself ofthe proviso lid 
{own in cause three of the Act of #835, resumed those lands set 
forth inthe orginal grant substituting therefor one milion acres 
Merwards known as dhe Horn Tract 

‘Om July 15,1828, was pasted another Act of the British Parla: 
mont entitled an Act to Amend an Act, enabling Wis Majesty to 
{he provisions of this Act eters patent was granted on the 1oth 
tay of August in the seventh year of His Majesty's reign, to the 
Cindemamed eatlemen who composed the frat board of diectors 
the Company, vie?_~Charles Bosanguet, xg, Willam Wiliams, 
Faq, Robert Biddulph, Esq, Richard Blanchard, Esq., Robert, 
Dowie, Esq, John Easthope Es, Edward Elce, Esq, James 
Witham Fresheld, Ea, Jot Fuliarton, Esq. John Galt, Ess, 
Charles David Gordon, Eg, Wiles Hibbert, Esa. Joba Hodgson, 
oq. John Mullet, Esg., Hart Logan, Esq., Sincon MeGileay 
Bag, James McKillop, Esq, Job Mastorman, Esq, Martin 
Tusk Smith, Esq and Henry Usborne, Esq. The letters pater 
ranted to those gentlemen one milion acres of land ia Upper 
Canada, for which they had agreed to pay one shilling and thre’ 
pence perace._Itwas further enacted by the King's Most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice of the Lorde spiritual and temporal 
fd the Commons, that two persoas may be appoiated by the 
Company to make conveyances, all of which should be valid in 
Taw His Majesty appears to have acted ike a wise king in the 
mater of legislation, fore stil eservesthe ight to alter or amend, 
Daring 1827 negotiations sere tll in progress regarding the 
acceptance by the Company of the Huron Tract. On the 29th 
dey of November, 1827, ordinance was paste by the directors) 


‘Wester dstt recently bought from the Tndans. There is also 





a provco setting forth that “when lakes, sand fill, rock, oF 
Fremp were prevelant w further grant equivalent to all bch 
‘ther lands bought from the Indians, in order that the original 
tne milion acres shoul remaia intact. To leu ofa great swap, 
Known to exist nenr the exstrn portion of this tesitory ie was 
decided to acept a step of land hetwesn Wilmot andthe adjinig, 
township to the south, also a strip of land north of Wilms, 
Which portions, asording tan old map, were not yet surveyed 
Avether ordlacaca raved’ by tbe Company eedered tet a new 
Keown be lid out on Lae Hore onthe River Menegtng,t0 be 
rere accepted and ratified by an Act passed in the British Pari 
Tint and asented to by the King on uly 15, 1828. Thus the 
Gxntdn Company became. owners of that territory lnown the 
Huron Trac, or County of Huron, a portion of which was ater 
wards onganized into Perth County 

Me. Gat had, a year or two prior to these later events, founded 


|.cusiph, from which point he and his associates directed their 


Jonecitions towards settling that great tract of country rectly 

acqulced. They eatin surveys tebe fate; rood tabs opeael 
tnd such other improvements aw would faciliate this work. Be 
iioning inthe eat, a the western limit of Waterioo, the Huron 
rnd wos opened throng what is now Stratford, extending it a 
‘raight line westward to Lake Huron, where Goderich had been 
bith, extending from the westerly nits of Wilmot to Lake Hur 


stroog want of confidence on the part ofthe Company inthe early 


feitlement ofits lege estate, So mich was this the case, that 
slong this highway, which passes through ints entire length ome 
dbips pare surveyed ia Blok of coe cbocrosion et tice Whee 
the boundaries of a municipality had thus been defined, it was 





ye 
rere 


work, a explanation wil be found of the names given, not nly 
{p several townships in Perth County, but to others of the Hares 

TE may fy bo said that man's wnntof sucess in his business 
Mais will jn almost all cases be atributed to every known oF 
‘conceivable cate except the correct one 

In hs endeavor to satiny his felingy he will never accuse hime 
Ick, combinations of circumstances, perious fiends, commerce 
exigencies, duplicity of those with whom he has busines relation, 
sve the spiis of evil thar have cronsed his path, but never himself, 
Who may be the worst sir of them al. Aman whos bee in 


sccessfil will alvays sre Back at whatever he conceives to have 


been the cause of his failare. eis an inherent principle obtaining 


to a greater or lesser extent in ut all to destroy, or attempt to 
destroy, by every available means whatever has obstructed Ia 
the realization of our desires or projects of eur ambitions 

From a lively exercise of this principle arose much of tht dit: 
content regarding those methods adopted by the Company for 
sig i "The eet ma of te i poner of 
al were of that character would be incorrect. "With thousands 
‘hat left Great Britain, Ireland, and Germany to make ome for 
were entirely unfted both By nature and early environment to bear 
the stain of pioneer life. ‘These were, av a rule, unnucceostul 
Their incapacity may have arisen from lack of physical endut 
aace, or fom a want of that ancongusrable spirit Which moots 
‘nd surmount all dificult, « phase of character most essential 
to plone i 

Whatever may have been the catse of failure thore was no 
soube i to their subsequent conduet, regarding this new country 
‘nd its possiblities. In communication with their fiends they 
{old most doleful tales. Harrowing scones of distress and hard 
ship endured by those who had entered the woods, recited in 
Piteous language, excited in those unsuainted withthe conditions 





of new country, desp festngs of sympathy and commiseraton. 
Above all; those methods fo Which the Canada Company had re 
Course in disposing of their Tand afforded 90 opportunity but a 
Wain nd hopeess strug for a hare existence 

To those unsuccessful one# may be tributed ia a great measure 
tnd the Company. Yt titan thee arse cciams 
fa coking of a fow did not deter others.” The stream still 


flowed om. Like patriarchs of old, men came and spied the land 


Tn considering any plan to (late sctlement, that method 
‘erty forthe Company, Would erniny be best. To place one 
Silom acres ofland nthe hands of owed of an withoxt 8 
dhitar being aid on it wae rather harardowsuoderaking. No 
serty cold begotten fom the ondary sete he Rad none fo 
fre, People of substance’ Gd ot thon locate in new places, 
fecome backwoedrnen om the fact that ploncer Me fords 2 
turer and more prolate tavertment forthe poo mas apa, 
Shih i our alone than any ter st Bi apa 

There ver one cousileration oath the Company which ot 
weighed all others—the pnp of quick setlement, ‘The more 
pect land could be taken up the better for the Company, and 
Sener for the setter, For fathering tie objet oces were 
pened in Goderich, and ip what a now Stetfond, 10 accom 
modate intending, purchasers While the best land could he 
ought for Stgo or Sago per sere, very litle of if was fake fn 
that way. Very few thon makings olecton bad money with 
hich to pay even the ral pce asked. 0 other method had 
‘een adopted to. Gnpove of land, wo venture to aor tht this 
County would oot fave, bon an progrstve as fs subsequent 
story proves to have been. 





The system adopted, therefore, as being’ most suitable and 
aMfording. reasonable sscurity to oth contracting partis, was 
tenown as the leasing apstem, By many, indeed by ar the 


greatest-number, this ethod was considered wholly bad.” My 


fn opinion stan ol este setter of the Company i that it was 
ttholy good. Por a setter to buy an pay fora farm, even atthe 
Tow price at which it was ofered, would require an expenditure 
of fom one hendred and Ry to two hundred aa sity dollars. 
Not one-fourth of the pioneers in Perth County couk! pay that 
mount. The greater umber of them could pay nothing al 
To have aold these lands, and both contracting parties entering 
less. A bond implies & penalty for now allen ofits conditions 
‘Sach penalty would and could have been made operative aginst 
fhe Company, but whit redress could the Company get against 
poor sccupant of 4 bush farm? ‘The goods of one whose whole 
Fore const of a bedstend, a rickety table, with a few rade 
beaches all made with the axe, afforded but Hie security. A 
pioneer, who with his family ad subisted for wesks on potatoes 
fd cow cabbage in his hate for supremacy over the forest, wat 

hopoess mark to saisy a wri 

Nearly all the land was, therefor, taken as leasehold. This 
enabled the Company t0 aval itself of the ony capital a setter 
vas possessed of his labour. It aso enabled a pionesr to invert 
is strength and his energy in bank which pad high interest end 
wes prompt in its returns, Every tree that he cut down, every 
acre that he cleared, increased his account, thus improving is 
Condition, and making the Company moce stcure. These leases 
were usually granted for ten years, nd Bound the lessee to clear 
four acees ‘each year. This war not avery hard condition, as 
any old pionoee wil admit. ‘The lessee pa taxes and performed 
Statue lou, At the end often years he could make plication 
for his patent atthe orginal cost price, with to and one-half per 
cent. added, Ifa five years’ lease had been accepted, then one 
and one-fourth per cent. was added. During the term of his lease 
4 lessee paid an annual rental computed ata rate of ix poe cen 








fon the cash pice. Thus, one hunted acres of land valued at one 
olan per acre would pay yearly rental of abe dollars. A farm 
Tease at two dollars per acre, cash, would pay yearly ental of 





bie to pay any portion of the purchase price of his land such 
try, and interest allowed st the 





tainly & most equitable one. If, at the expeation of ten years a 
Tessee had born thrifty and industrious, he would have saved 
suiient sum to secure bis pate, If no, his land would have 
become, because of those improvements he had made, enhanced 
Company: Another plan was open #9 Bim wick was cetlaly 
more advantageous than the preceding, ut which, strange 10899 
tras aot very frequently adopted. He could e-ease his farm 


the land atthe expiring of his former agreement. These fair and 
honorable provisions, however, didnot serve 


per cont. Being demanded. At every athe 

















his labour. The Company was, therefore, enriching itselfat the 
txpente of his hardship and tol. This resoning on the part of 


theta whi apy caret wa nt way 
Tam not writing © defence of the Canada. Company, bu 
‘wn observation. | do not know whether tcaried out ie agree 


tment with the Bish Government as provided fo ite charter. 





do koow, however, that many an old setler could wie, and did 
tse, the Company's money, for which they paid six percent 
then it could not he obtained from capitalists on good security Tor 
Tess than from twelve to ten per esnt, and even much higher 


lot thee farms by borrowing maney from capitalists at such rates 
te pay for these pntens, who could have saved. themselves from 
{hin by redeasing their land for a steood term. They acted very 
[Reonskerately indeed, and in a way which ended io disaster 10 
themselves. They never considered whether they had discharged 
their obligations hovestly and fasly to the Company, or if the 
Company ad dared oigation iy towards them 
With a madness equalled only By thee stupidity, incurred. obliga 

ons which ae out their substance, ate out thle hopes, ate out 
Tic lives, and were never discharged tll they were discharged by 
the sberf under the suetonece's hammer. 

This county was singularly fortunate io that it was almost, 
atively fre fom any ofthe pests that front infest new ssl 
ments: Speculators o land grabbers were an incubus that rarsly 
[Mected the operations of the Perth pioneer. Aland grabber we 
{person who bought up certain sections, making no improvements 
‘nga a oe moe favored pth he kr 
These lands he held locked up until the Iaboor of those on 8d 
ining properties had made them valuable. He did nothing 
‘wards chopping or clearing roads, noting in any way to improve 
the sattement, When the surrounding country had eon cleared 
and lind became valuable, then he disposed of i property at 
Himself of a faen in those old days gave rise to another clas, 
trees a the speculator, a least retarded to some extent the 2d 
Sancement of any section in which they located, "A squiter was a 
Poneer who simply took possession of any vacant farm that sited 
him, and hogan operations without noting the company, oF 


few asres, ut, or sell any valuable timber that he could dispose 
th When opportunity offered he sold his improvements 12 a 
ranger with a lite capital, who war desirous of obtaining: & 
omestead with some clearing. Having thus increased his forte 





UU ayaa. Otbocs with pertape a litle re honows but wiont 
anton, would las ao rom the Comacy, pay on payne 
Aid ie fr afew yee lod had become ore valuable then 
selon the sae piciple a the aquator 

“Thee expansions rogriing the conduct and methods adopted 
ty the Company are he rene of my own experince, extending 
vera period of ao years It wil be noted, thersore, thet the 
frat gelevane et up by the sutleraguiet the company mx fo 
ranting patent is eRectollyGspsed of bythe Act of Priament 
assed on Joy 15, 858 

foto the sted, whn i to Sy whiter hey were cidablot 
thee charter, they did open aod bul Tending roads through the 
terry thy wade Rosa) grasa towards ence alls ane 
they gave geste of lod for churches and. cemeteries; and In 

Te regard tothe hed grievance, namely thet che lensing system 
‘Sihunced prices, ploner lator having ade them valoabl, thi 
iovane es 9 funda cl, "Assuring forthe sake of 
sates tmght the Company many tn ebjet leon ia nosing ot 
sresed for the Ind Wherever a peculator held farm be had 
from ater men's labor by acing is and a a higher rate. To 
the credit ofthe Company elise wo sng case f arshess to 

mot wat tc conduct from any mesure ofthis iby tha 00 
fropost woud be eotertained forthe puchae of land held by 8 


Suetter until evidence was produced that he had boon sated ax 


fo the value of his improvements, Mistakes may have occurred 





‘rte caxana commas si 


and doubtless did occur, which were a hardship fn certain cases, 
but the heartless condact attributed to the Company by a certain 
hss of writers cannot be shown as having st any peri actuated 
{his ld nsitdion. 

Tn support of these statements we may be permitted to quote 
fiom "In the. Days of The Cansda Company” an assertion by 
tne who Krew well whereof he spoke, when he says, "As for 
Sqouters they are a law unto themclves 7"? and any 
his lan, or uaroof his house, or quench his hearth, would find it 
a tough job, T never yet heard of a single leaee in the Huron 
‘Tract being dispossessed, The storekeeper with pile of over. 
due bills was the rest terror of the sel.” And ‘he goes on 
further to say, ‘'T never heard of any poor min being sold up 
bbe Comma ander tro warat  ent,alen  w 
tecame the purchaser of the goods seized, the man and his good 
oth remaining on the land to cultivate it, and finally paid the 
ett at his own convenience." “On one occasion,” this person 
os on to say, "I was called on to bear» part ina transaction 
Of thie kind asa witness, When the matter was closed and the 
Company's agent had let after handing overall the stock, ep, 
ft ato the setts hand to carry on his farm as usual he gave 
A shout, “Hooray, boys, who's afraid? Sure I expected that 
ity vlnn, the Bil, here to-morrow morning with an execution 
from that blackuard storekeeper on account of a debt he has 
sgslnst me. Fai, he can go back as he came.” Then addressing 
scons ands pig And all of you ae at me acing 

AS to the fourth grievance alleged agsinst them regarding 
Huron Tract did every year of his life. If a pioneer wanted to buy 
‘yoke of oxen, his neighbor would sll at a certain price for cash, 
It year’s erdit was deste, thea higher price was asked with 
somuch per coat interest added for the ume specied. What 
‘res a correct principle, therefore, in one ease could certainly not 
be wrong in the oer 





1 must be remembered alan, that good land oly was taken up 
by a settler, Inege portion being Iefton the Company's hands, 
far which they had pad, that no one at that period weuld ave 
scarosly accepted at agit. That this wasteland has now become 
Saluable is owing to 4 lage expenditure of money for drainage 
and other improvements-—an equitable share bei paid by the 


Company which, i i has increased its wealth, has also enriched 


‘he municipalities to a great degree 
Those methods of that olden time are now long since passed 
aways The generation which now lives in conorton those mag 
hifcet frm inthis county know nothing of squatters, nor those 
Aificlkies which almost overwhelmed their fathers in hewing out 
the old homestead from the dreary forest, Inthe southern portion, 
at all event, those alleged shor-comings of the Company see for 
fgoten. Even its existence, oF knowledge of its haviog been 
founded in London nearly four score pears ago, fs unknown tothe 
young, an sem Tike a dream to those few remaining pioneers 











CHAPTER IIL 
LANL EVENTS DISTRICT AND PROVISIONAL COUNCILS 1829 701853 


History begins inthis county in 1828, when Joba Galt and is 
tnd of explorers blazed a path through the tackless woods to 
that spot where Goderich now stands. This event wasn insignia 
tof new dominion, and anew force, pregnant with energy, and an 
herent power fo conguer and subdue. From the sltude of this 
‘imitable forest came forth a if by magi, beatiful elds, com 
‘maious schools, marts of commerce, splendid tmples and com 
Toetable paves of abode 

Th the autumn of #828 Me. Galt says “OF one thing 1 am 


proud, 1 do not hesitate to say 1 was proud and with ood reason 
Toxised a road to be opesed through the forest of Haron track, 
testy m hundred miles log; the first overland communication 


tetwoon the great lakes, cari ito effet by Me. Poor, all the 
Woodmen thal could be assembled fom te settlers were employed 
Sn explorer ofthe line to go ahead, then the surveyors with thie 
empasaes alter them a hand of blazers, or men to mark the tees 
inthe line, Then the slashere and the wagons with provisions 
tint other necessaries, thus they proceeded to the Lake Huron and 
farmed Bacto clear ofthe fallen mb,” Ths began the ge 

work of improvement on the Huron Road thiscounty, which has 
teen going on continuously ever sings, The reterence made by 
Me. Galt in his leer, to the emplaymeat of woodmen, "ax 
semble from the sees,” and taking with them the wagons 
with provisions and other necessaries,” evidently refers t0 the 
Cxpedition leaving his headquarters at Gus, for at that period 
this county dil not contain within fs Borders solitary white 








In connection with the work of this party we have al Held 
notes by John MeDonald, Esa, P. LS, from which we eas the 
following extract: Survey notes of range of lots laid ut on 
both sides of the Huron road from the township of Wilmot to the 
cownship of Goderich agreeable to the order of John Galt, Esa 
Superintendent of the Canada Compaay, dated at Guelph, 13th 
\Dee. 1838, and under instructions from the Hon. Thomas: Ri 
areeyortieneral, dated at York, 25th Nov., 1838, by John Me- 
Donald, Deputy Surveyor, Between the 16th day of Dec, #838, and 
the 17th day of January, 1839." Me, McDonald goes ou to say 
Op Dee. 16, gaged in the frepart ofthe day arranging some 
avattert at Guelph previous to my saring off fo execute a survey 
‘of 4 range of lots on both sides ofthe Huron road trom Wilmot to 
the mouth ofthe Maitland vee. By the order of John Galt Esq 
and Hoa, Thomas Ridout, Surveyor General, lft Gch about 13 
‘lock, noon, with the following persons for'a party + Alexander 
Rose, Alexander McDonald, Duncan MePhes, Ewen Kennedy, 
‘Angus Campbell, John Kennedy, Roderick Reid and Robt. Elder. 
All ofthese were immigrants, except the last mime, and were en- 
Dec. 16,1838, got as far as Vangmond’s in Waterloo, ds 
tance of 14 miles, where we passed the night, showers of ain 
fang 
"Dec, 17, let VanEgmond's at daybrele and continued on to 
[isia’s mils where we halted for breakfast, and to get provisions, 
with other necessaries, t0 bring long with us. Here took the 


‘portunity of proving the measure of my chain, it having boen 
fetly repired. Pushed on to Mr, Springer’ in Ble to dine 
fer, made our serangement with him to frais us with provisions, 


Which he agreed to send after ws the next day, Laft his place 
aller dione, taking provisions enough forthe aight and the next 
ay, Tarced over sight fn new anocrapied house, bullt by one 
Stevens about 34 mile east of River Nith in Wilmot, Here I 
Administered the oath to Alexander Rose and Alexander McDonald 
{to qualify them as chain bearers 

“January 17, 1849, be reached the site ofthe City of Stratford, 


































ant evens s 


hich he thus describes + “Travelled to the 33 mile town, 
‘ewe the #7 mules steam ofthe second branch ofthe Thames for | 
Tome distance above and below the read, good nil ste from 36 | 
{0 ¥ mils above. Spring about # chin below om the eastside of 
the steam, which is very much frequented by dee.” Such as 
the City of Stratford in 1829, Me, McDonald's work was not 
Compete till the automa of that year, when his plans and Bed 
otes were fled with the Company. His reference to 334 mile 
Sirare skoply sivans thet be bd reached’ Gos of Chee sbanfies 
tilt by Mr. Gal's pars, who during the previous summer had 
[eeated the Huron road 

As a stream of water weling fom s spring! on the mountain, 








flowing onward in its course, fas iocretsed tm yolume wat that 
righty work they accomplished is kaown and acknowledged aftr 
of while a record of some ofthe events marking thee progress 
is recorded in this book, 

During that pevio, extending fom the advent of the firs ster 
Ai 1Bga progress made in filing up this sew tertitory was in 
sonsierable indeed, For twelve years the proupéct ofthe Can 
Company were not encouraging. This, no. doubt arose to soap 
cxtent fom certain conditions of potical fling prevalig ip 
Canada sod Grose Brtsin at that time, A system of Goveromen) 
ased on democratic principles was not yet understood, and a 
rent struggle was in progress between the people snd thie rer: 

















That extreme principle of tiberaity whose outcome was Radicalism 
and Chartism had ged its frst victory in repealing the Corn 
Laws, had absorbed met's energies for yes, tthe exclusion of 
‘other interests, In Canada this turmoll ended in 1837, by a Inge 
Section ofthe people rising i rebelin, The arts of peace during 
those yeats were apparently relegated to obscurity, while those 
treat questions which would give a fall measure of Hberty. 2 
fuer should be an instrument by the will of the people, and the 
pesple should not be & power bythe will of the ruler. Power to 
be great and of lasting ood mist ascend from the people up, 
sad wot from the magistrate down. It was at til those questions 
had been settled, and Responsible Government secured, ith fa 
outrl of our loa affair tht development in tis county ved 
‘near with api 

western dstict, which comprised all that portion of Ontario west, 
ofthe Grand River and a fine drawn westward to Lake Huron, 
war under a local government by magistrates, who assembled 
ually in London. tn such aa immense territory, much of it yet 
in state of nature, it was impossible that such attention cold be 
rulers being appinted bythe Crown, This destroyed all ambition 
in those whom nature hid designed at pubic men, wating their 
aeptations for distinction amongst ther fellows, which is high 
tnd noble incentive to unselfish and honoeable conduct in great 
matters as they plnsed, Being appointed by the Crown they, of 
Course, were aot responsible tothe poople. In that year an A 
maneal township meeting, should appint not less than thrés, nor 


nora than eighteen persons to be fence ewers. ‘Ths Waa on 





any rvs ” 


wes, whi was Taw years later driven home, ia a complete 
Zparation from goverament contol of Toca aflurs and appoint 
one of municipal ofices, At these mestings they were also 
“thorized to determine what would be considered a lawful fence 
“This Act also provided forthe opening up of dishes and water 

alas. an lmpertat tangs ‘wes apes mde Serial Seth 


irtlocaly posted reopeting town roctings wer repealed; and 


Tubitants ofthe township, being householders and freholders at = 
Place agreed upon at a previous yearly mectng."” This meetin 
‘ros empowered to choose the following offers — A clerk, three 
Tommissioners, sssesor, collector, aod ny numberof persons 
they thought proper to seve as overseers of highways, cond and 
bridges, and as pound keepers, Collectors gave bonds to district, 
treasurer, to whom were paid the proceeds of rates levied, and the 
township clerk gave bonds t the commissioners, The most in 
ptant change inthis Act was appointing commissioners, to whom 
wed aot Habaltred wieny 6 tees powers neecing opie 
Teidges ond ronde previualy held and exercised by the Justices In 

This bourd wes required to mtet three times at the: place in 
Which their frat esting was held, and were authorized t0 hold 
‘stay other mectngs as they thought best at any place they 
‘hove, They were 10 receive fom the district treasurer fre 
slings per day for their servicer, The Quarter Sessions, how 
rer, all eld the authority they formerly had in reference tothe 
‘ministration of justice, location of highways, and other matters 
fenerl tothe district, In 1839 those commissioners provided for 
[nthe Act of 183g mere named town wardens, This system was 
otinaed “up til 184, when the Legislature of the United 
Provinces endeavored to create a monispal law that would mest 
All the requirements of Upper Canada. i will be noted that 
be having power to determine the number of councillors and 





Fe stony oF Tie COUNTY OF Pes 


“The most ordinary observer may trace in these enactments the 
ass of Canada’s greatest piece of legislation, the sweeping aay 
of those rotten remains of an old feudal system which had been 
Transplanted ito this countsy, In Canada this old principle of 
autocracy was held before our people like a dred mummy by the 
Family Compact,—a set of men who apparently were great in 
nothing but theit greed for ollce and personal aggrandinement 
It was the desire of Canadians, who disliked paternal goveroment 
andvwere anxious to shake of the incubus that rested on thee 
Tiherties, to eloct their warden and other offers. This feling 
promoted and furnished the Basis ofthe Act of 2 

In pursuance of 0 Act ofthe rst session of the frst Parkameat 
ofthe United Canad, passed 1841 inthe fourth and fh years of 
‘ur Soverign Lady Victoria, “49 provide forthe better govern 
ment of the par formerly Known a Upper Canada, by the estab 
Tsing of local authorities therein,” Willies Dunlop, Esq., who 
was commissioned by the Governor as fiat warden of the ew 
Aistit, then known as the uted counties of Perth, Huron and 
Brace, called the council elected under the new Act together at 
Goderich on the Sth day of February, #842. Daniel Lear read 
the commission appointing Mr. Dunlop warden, also his own 
appointment as acting clerk There were present at that mesting 
Mevsrs. Chalk, Daly, Dickson, Galt, Geary, Gordoo, Helmer, 
Holmes, R. Hedgins, I. Hodgins, Haskins, Melotosb, McConnell 
LL. Scoring, The clerk reported the qualifications of all correct, 
sho ther declaration of ofBce and cath of allegiance, He alo 
frvival, but being gresty fatigued, requested the council toad 
Journ til next dayy “The council Uke careful gentlemen, decided to 
‘adjourn, if no extra expense would be incurred. This being sti 
factory, tthe meeting next day a eeslution was passed fxg 
thei indemnity at 7/6 per diem andl 6 per mile attending meetings 
It'was alao carried unanimously thats seat be provided inside the 
bar for magistrates and offers ofthe stist, also the ladies 
“The following euls were adopted That any person being elected 
4 istrict councillor and refusing to serve be Boed 42,108. That 





sant veers ry 


the council meet at 10 o'clock, ‘That all petitions be presented 
the Brat day. That any person interrupting the council be fined 
fot less than tox aor more than £5. Mr Hawkins farther 
fnoved, and Me. Holmes seconded, tht the council do not recive 
a eataig letter seat by a Mr. Scot a the magistrates in sasion, 
lable hy the warden, “The warden ew the letter under the 
fable accordingly. A terrible retribution on Me. Soot, surly 
At this meting an account was presented from one Hillary 
orion which tells «strange story to the citizen of Perth to-day 
To going to Hamiton for stores, 8 days journey, £6 0.0 
Te hice of team, Hamilton to Galt es 


free 

The sslaries of losat township clerks were fixed a £6 per 
annum, excepting the Goderich clerk, who was to recelr= 2B, tox 
Kidd by the council Four candidates appeared for clerk, John 
Haldane, George Fraser, David Doo, and Daniel Lizart, the 
scting clerk. ‘Me. Don was elected 

From this period up tll 1848 there is 90 Facord of the distect 
council proceedings, the whole being lost, I have been able to 
‘certain the names of members from other sources, however, sd 
tho wore as follows -—In #843, James Cairns, Witham Chall 
W.-W. Connor, J. W. Daly, MT. Gallagher, M- Hav, Job 
Hawkins, Hodgins, . Hodis, John Holmes, David MeCoonell, 
D_M. Mcintosh, Constant Van Egmond, and Alexander Young 
I 1844, Dr. Chal, David Clare, W.W. Connor, J-C-W. Daly, . 
Dickson, Joba Hicks, Robert Hodgins, John Hoimes, John Long 
‘worth Wiliam May, D. McConnell, D. MM. Melotosh, Andrew 
Seach and C. Van Egmond.” In’ 845 we have the names of 
Messts Chall, Clark, Connor, Dickson, Hawkins, Helmer, Hick, 
J: Hodgins, R. Hodgins, Holmes, Junck, MeCillough, Melatoch, 
tnd Van Egmond. In 1846 the members were Messrs. Chall 
Clark, Hawkins, Hicks, Holines, Hodgins, Hyde, Juncle, Long 





worth, Murray, McCollough, Ritchie, MePherson, and Simpson 
To 1847, Messrs. Barbour, Chalk, Clark, Donkin, Girin, Hays, 
Hawkins, Helmer, Hike, Jax Hodgins, George Hodgins, George 
Hyde, Jone, Lamb, Longworth, McCullough, Piper, Renkin, 
Simpson, Sparing and Van Egmond 

Ta a84y the Municipal Act was further amended by empowering 
council to choose their own warden, and conferring’ certain other 
Privileges on local athoritien, enabling them fo elect several of 
Their om ofber. Under this Act the council met February st 
1848 and elected Win. Chalk, who was the first warden ever 
lected by the people. There were present on that oecasion 
from the municipalities, Messrs. Van Egmond, Hamilton, Rankin 
McPhevson, Lamb, Balkwall, Hays, Sparling, Hicks, Thompson, 
Hodgins, Fiyfogie, Carter, Donkin, Piper, Givin, Rite 
Holmes, Murray, Dal, Gibbons, Hawkins and Melatyee, Me 
on who was sl clerk, with  dssire for Brevity i is report, 
stance, dung hie period of fice ns itt clerk never reported 
the given names or the place represented by any member of the 

in 1849 the council was composed of Messrs, Carter, Challe 
Christie. Daly, Dookin, Pryfogle, Gitboos, Girsn, Hamilton, 
Hays, Hawkins, Hicks, 1. Hodgins, R. Hodgins, Holmes, Lamb 
Melniyre, McPherson, Piper, Rankin, Ritchie, Shosbottom and 

Te 1830 was ftroduced the present Municipal Act, and under its 
provisions arangements were made withdrawing Perth fom the 


hited counties of Huron, Perth and Bruce. Each township was 


tow represented by it Reeve, the members fom Perth being 
M, Daly, North Exsthope ; Robert Donkin, Hibbert; Arundel Til 
Blanshard; Andeew Helmer, South Easthope: James Hill, Ful 
lartonj Joho Hicks, united townships of Logan, Elan and’ Wal- 
lace Robert Henry united townships of Ellice and. Mornington, 
nd Wiliam Smith of Downie, ‘These gentlemen and their 





amu svesrs ” 


By authority of the Municipal Act of 1850, which with a few 
important amendment sil in force, the provisional council of 
Perth met "at the Usion Hotel, a the vlage of Stratford, 00 
“Toeaday, the 15th day of April, 185, by vitue of @ warrant from 
Jom McDonald, sbeif of the united counties, and pursuant to 
the Statute 12 Victoria, Chap. 38." ‘The councilor present were 
Sebastian Fryfogle S. Easthope 3 Alexander Hamilton, N. East- 
hope: Willan Smith, reeve of Dovinie + who acted ss chairman 3 
Andrew Monteith, deputy reeve, Downie; Alexander Gosray, 
Ellice and Mocnington 5 Wiliam Rath, Logaa, Elms and Wal- 
Taco; Robert’ Donkin, Hibbert; T. B Guest, Blanchard ; and 
Jas Bill, Fullarton, "Two names were submitted ax candidates 
for warden: —Willam Simith of Downie and Sebastian Fryogle 
of S. Easthope. Me. Fryfojle was elected. Stewart Campbell 
trbo was clerk of Elice, was elected county cere without oppos- 
tion. J. C- W. Daly was appointed treasurer. A committee was 
tamed to select a alte for new county buildings, composed of 
Messrs. Fryfogle, Hamilton, Gourly, Sith, sod Monteith. Tt 
twas decide to offs a premium of £12, 10, forthe most suitable 
lan, cost not to exceed £3,000 | also to memorize the gorer- 
ment regarding the township of Mornington, which by Act 13 
‘View Chap. 78,5 included in Waterloo, and by 12 Vie, Chap- 9 
st ties costge On Uae sg day. of Jee! Coll sin tt, 
the English church, owned by Me, McCullough, where to erect 
‘cont house and gu 

‘Wappears the plans submited by Me. Clark were accepted, and 
a farther grant of 465 was sade to im on condition that they 
become county property. By a subsequent report, however, it 
coms the prize was awarded to Me, Ferguson on condition that 
he prepare working plans. Tenders were also opened for new 
Duldings sad the contract awarded to Mr, Willian Day of Guslph 
for Lsurgo. Mr. Day agreed to accept £2,000 in county deben- 


tures bearing interest sts per cen. perannam, as part payment 
for bie work 
‘The next ectog the peovisindl council was tld oo’ the 





rth day of February, inthe Union Hots (Peter Woods}, village 
of Stratford, At this meeting there were present Wiliam 
Smith and Andrew Monteith, reeve and deputy of Downie ; Alex 
ander Goutlay, Elice and. Mornington; Alexander Mitchel, & 
Easthope ; Alexander “Hamilton, 'N. Easthope; J. C. Smith, 
Logan, Elma and Wallace; Thomas MeGerry, Hibbert. Fallaton 
find Blanchard were apporestly uacepresented, Willain Smith, 
Downie, was elcied warden ; Stewart Campbell, cle, and J.C. 
W. Daly, treasurer. ‘The business of this council at ite various 
sessions was whllythit of detail i connection with new county 
brullinge which were ected during that yest, The. coutcl 
borrowed 2 fo pay current expenses 

‘Perth County as then organized contained 535,685 acres of land, 
comprising the townships of North and South Easthope, Downie, 
Blanshardy Fullerton, Hibbert, Logan, Elie, Mornington, Elma 
Setter by the Crown, The other eight were 
Huron tract. The topography of this Tand emay be 
ssid to consist of one great pain, and oaly ia fw sections can 
its surface be considered tilly. Rolling land in Perth will always 
be found near those lange streams thar intersect it ia various 
Aliestons in their course from those marshes or swamps where 
thoy rise. Although this county level or undulating throughout 
She sn ge rasp mie 
bight of land between Lakes Huron and Erie, ection of wet 
considered almost impunetrable, those streams forming the north 
branch of the Thames have their source, Nowiog south-west into 
Weakest cist. The Maitland river, sing in Elma, lows west 
joto Lake Huron, The Nith, a large eibutery ofthe Grand iver, 

fous south-east into’ Lake’ Erie, The soi 
furious townships ir very fertile, producing in abundance all 
hose prodtsexined ia every department of the farm 

The Municipal Act of 1850 was pregnant with change to the 
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newly onganized County of Pert, and was produetive of results 
Gv the next five years of greater magsitade in material pros 
tres and development than all that had bess accomplished since 
the Huron road was opened in 1829. While this was undoubtedly 
true if does aot necessarily imply a lack of peageessivenes in 
those who hitherto hd directed afairs in the district. There are 
tirumstances in connection with new country which of them 
seivertoa great extont prevent progress excepting tit of clesring 
Tand. Ie may seem strange and indicating a want of that energy 
td detornination attributed tothe pioneer tha, beyond estas 
ing afew schoo! sections, nothing ad been done, No effort had 
yet been made to introduce any system by which their goods could 
be placed on the market with greater economy, both of time and 
Inhour. Ie must be remembered, however that the Huron tact 
hd the struggle of poner life was fc from being overs Previous 
{1841 the mode of municipal government was sare at var 
ance withthe democratic ideals of the set, in 20 far as those 


faced in authority over him were not of his. choice, but were 
favored ones of an atbiteary Government, Subseguest to tha 
period and up to the introduction of oar present municipal system, 


While the people had, and were enjoying a certain potion of, set 
goverment fll far shore of that established in 1850. Tt must 
Be borne i mind, also, that representatives from those districts 
omprisng. the united counties had immense territories undet 
their charge, with rest arent of @ primitive wilderness lying 
between each new settlement, thus preventing tht clove atcation 
to the wants of their constituents neccesary to a more rapid 
But, again, tam constrained to say that while thse in authority 
Goderich may have done someting (as was thet du) to fac 
{ate settement and improve the Huron tract, icant be shown 
that, with the exception of clearing a road to Govlerich to assat 
travel in that direction, much had been accomplished: As an 
evidence, the early records of this dstrct and the testimony of 
those od pioneers yet eomaining will bs found songly supporting 





this assertion, There san oli saying that all roads 
tnd so inthe olden time throughout this istrict all roads led, oF 
Should have led to Goderich, A few people--aot more than a hall 
‘doren ales, elcers ofthe Canada Company and ofthe dstest— 
isolated a they were fom the centres of trade and sivilization, bad 
founded a litle world of their own in ths new town on Lake 
Huron, The horion which encircled their commercial ideas ap 
pears to have been very circumscribed. While they were engaged 
In their litle so-called squabbles and formulating. plans for the 
fatuee greatness of this new centee on the River Menegtung, a 
Inighty force was even then aserting Tself, which swept away all 
tide," says Burns ; nether con man stem the tde of commerce 
jell Gnd its proper channel even iff wrecle the glovious visions 
of few ofciae ins remote corer of our Canadian woods. AS 
Inight be expected, the frst ralload through the Huron tract met 
tot be useful fo the county, bu that it would injure Goderich. It 
appears from theis conduct that long isolation from the outside 
twordad in some degree warped thet judgment and shriveled up 
their ideas, which in some diestions with several of them were af 
a high order. They wore incapable of Being impressed with those 
trarvellous operations ofthe pioneer woodman now almost every. 
there ston around them. Tei, therefore, at to the enterpse of 
hove few individuals who held sway in Goderich that we must, 
look forthe marvsllous change which occurred between tho Fears 
29 and 1899 in this county. Ta the pioneer woodman, re nnd 
ttcuttured though he was, and to those men whom he rized from 
his own raaks by the authority of municipal legislation, which en- 
bled him to place in power those whose tend of thought was in 
accord with the genius of the backwoods and his own aspirations 
the honor fs dues To these men, and thir lgilative enactments 
at our councl boards, we turn a to the tru source of our present 
advancement, in those forms which contribute so much {0 out 
Comfort and our enjoyment. As Dr, Dunlop, ia is owe expres: 
five way, once beautifully said —the greatness of the Hurea 





xe owe to the work and the worth ofthe people." This is 


the it he miates ofthe lx sesion ofthe Ditrict Council ot 

yw close th Moved by Mr. Christi, seconde 
see Dlg that this being the last meeting of the Huron Di 
thank, who was the Best waedr 


‘lected by the people) for biz 


The board then adjourned, never #9 mest again under itso 





CHAPTER IV 


The Huron tract was fist designated as Huron County, com> 
sing all those lands granted tothe Canada Company form 
portion ofthat territory in Upper Canada: west of 
River and a line drawn northward tothe Georgian Bay. London 
was founded early in the last century, and the central local 
government was lated therefor this vast section of county. A 
Separation was effected in Sgr by withdrawing a portion ofthis 
western district and erecting another, with ite central govern 
Section was known as "The United Counties of Huron, Perth snd 
Bruce.” Daring 1830 another dismemberment took plece by 
Withdrawing Perth, which ws efeted into new county, its local 
{government being located in Stratford. In 18qi this county was 
Fest known as "Perth," receiving that name in honor of Perth 
shire, Scotland. From this Shire « lage sumber of the early 
setters came to N, Easthope, which soon became the most pop 
lous section in Perth County.” They were desirous of naming thet 
new home in remembrance af that they bd lefty and largely 
through the instrumentality of J. J, E, Linton this county 
‘a Jansary 24, 1853, Perth County assumed the responsibilities 
of municipal goverament, granted by the Act of 1830," AC twelve 
(lock the fist assembly of local repeesentatives met in the court 
house, now completed. "On that memorable day an erganiation 
was effectod whose power and influence for god has had a marked 
tffect on our material development and progress. Wiliam Smith, 


reeve of Downie, took the’ char, and the flloning. gentlemen 








eivered ceilficates of election from their reveal musicipalies 
Sebastian Fiyfogle, South Ensthope; Robert Christie, Logas, 
Ema and Wallace; Andrew Sfontith, deputy revs, Dowie 
Jesander Gouray, Elma and Mornington; Arundel Hil, deputy 
‘Reve, Blanshard; Alexander McLaren, Hibbert; Thomas, Ford 
Fallston Alexander Grant, North Easthope ; Thomas B. Guest 
fecte, Blanshard; William Smith, eeve of Dowie, On motion 
ore, Gourlay, seconded by Me. Eryfogte, Wiliam Smith, reove 
of Downie, was unanimously electod first warden, There is no 
‘potion for appointing a clerk, but as Stewart Campbell's name 
frst appears inthe minutes ax holding that ofc, it may be inferred 
tat he was appointed. ‘Three candidates appeared fr the office 
of eeanirer, Alewander McGregor, A, B. Orr, and A. F Meikle 
This contest was a keen one, and ended by MF. McGregor being 
tleted by a majority of three votes; Mr. James Orr and Samuel 
Lloyd Robart were appointed auditors 

rendered was :—Warden, £157 clerk, £503 teasuren, £0 
fst, £9 each, andthe eves sx shilings and tree pene pet 
dav and three pence per mile, Me, Rowland war allowed One 
pond for oserting by-laws in “Porth County News.” Messenger, 
Fee sings por day for each day's attendance, "As indicating our 
fascial aby, we find estimates for the several departments 
amounted to £1,850, of which £600 was for adiinstation of 
justice. OF his sum Blanehard contributed £yo4 1 Hibbert 
£22; Logan, £123; Mornington, £69 Elis, 234 | Dowie, 
£18; Fullacton, £189 ; &. Ensthope, £198; N. Easthope, 300 
These sums include town lie grants for that year amounting t 
Lice.” Te appears also from another item that James Redford was 
srponted superintendent of schools ata slary of £40 per annum, 


AT this meeting also apparel the mara for special grants inal is 


Youthful freshness and glory. The attitude of individual county 
Councillors towards county funds in the matter of special grants 
sopeaced ike mild typeof lunacy, ehh seemed to break out the 
moment they entered the council chamber. Te was singularly ine 
fetus, and an hones, unsophisticated reove or deputy om the 





swamps of Elm of Ellice would be at once seed with the 
ontaion, sometines ofan incurable type, displaying an ingenuity 
in his maxipulation of most wondrous schemes before the board, 
which secured very acceptable encomiums from his constituents 
“The reeves carried this infection back to" their township councils, 
where it raged with considerable violence until an antidote was found 
in-an amendment tothe Municipal Act. In our county council yet 
tones of that spc who pesided over apecal grant legislation, as 
gone by it held high carival in magnificence and power 
‘While this colit was kept up with animation and spit for 
special geanta, the council in another direction brought to beara 


spictof progress, auch as had aot so far manifested ef in local 
Iegislation, "This was a motion to borrow £20,000 for improve 


tment of leading roads. When this bylaw, famed on a report of 
and St Marys road, £3,600; Huroa road, from Wilmot to Ca 

brook, £10,000; Emibra road, from Zora to th jution with the 
St Marys road, £1,000} sew Mitchell road, extending south 
‘ough Fullarton, soo; old Mitchell oad, aso; making bridges 
across the Thames in Fullerton, £250  centee road of Hibbert, 
commencing at Carronbrook, £70; Logan roud, commencing at 
Mitchell, £750; road through N. Easthope, commencing at Bells 
Corners (Shakespeare, £27505 road through Flee leading %0 
rod, oo ; four hundred shares in London and Poot Line gravel 
ond, £2)000; seventy shares in Woodstock and Huron gravel 
oud, £350. It may be noticed that in this by-law, which was 
passed the fth day of June, 1835, no apportionment was made 
to Blanshard That towaship, however, came toa fir share ofthe 
distribution. In 1852 that municipality had subscribed for four 
hundred shares inthe Loadou and Proof Line gravel road, smount= 
ing to £2,000, This sum was assumed by the county, relieving 





‘lanshard from her Habilty: It may be noted also that when the 
toll gates had been removed in other sections of thin county 
Blanshard ought the whole stock in the London and Proof Ui 
Company in 1870 ata rate of sinty cents the dollar. ‘The stove 
held hy the county inthis road was asigned back to Blanshard 
sihout consideration, thus iavestng that township with all rights, 
Friieges and Sranchises of = road company, the only one in 
Peeth County 

The county council having made provisions for gravelling those 
loan in twenty years by erecting toll gates on the Huron and 
Carronbrook. On the SE. Marys road two gates were eretet, 
fone agjoining St, Marys, and the other neat Stratford. The rates 
fguidate the det contracted in constructing these highway, and, 
indeed, with fai amount of trafic would have been raciont to 


supplement taxation in no small degres. Thus for every vehicle 


Aran by two horses was charged 7354, an additional horse 
vehicle drawa by ene ama iy sade horse dus fead of cats 
one penny, sore of abeop or swine 44. From a port ofthe tll 
{ate committe, the retal of all these gates for one year realized 
Searrevenue of £30, andwere reso the second year for £3 t94 
(OF this sum the largest amount obtined was fromm No. on the 
Haron oad, near Stratford, amounting to £yoo, the lowest No. 
near Wilmot, £134. On the St Marys road No. ty near Sato 
sealed Loa and No, a a St. Mans, £215." Spacious and 
puthless woods with his axe and’ made roids anywhere to aut 
mse flr the yates to be an imposition, It was an impo 
Preular to that old Land hea lef, and not suited to progressive 
Canada, “He was impeted, therefore, by his hated of ta om bis 
sonal ibery, to free himself as soon as possible. This antago: 


sic feeling towards toll gates gave greater impetus to thal 





marvellous impeovemeat ia highways between 1860 and 1870. The 
ratepayer taxed mel fo gravel parallel lines of rads to his 
ing is own road, bl by his one money. He woud not stand 
tn apt, heer; of seul deeeasing aie they sil fered 
Comer tater Ae reel ey Weve soon unable o fll thle 
tegegencnt_ "The coun tastes 4 tat ecu, end 
therefore, the county council took such steps, upon a report sti 
inited by D. Day, as sept the whole sytem out of ecatece 
The last gute tobe removed was one onthe Base Line, land 
tad been seaiy persevering towands asf material development 
In 855 Elice and Mornington formerly united for mail pur 


separated from Logan and Wallace, for municipal purpores, and 
William Morrison appointed to all the frst meetings Another 
by-law wns passed in 1857 separating Wallace from Logan, and 
Listowel was set apart and Samuel Davidson appointed as frat 
meting in 1836 4 bylaw was passed granting a bom of £1 cach 
for wo scalps. In 1850 applicants under this bylaw were paid 
£12. Ieis ficult realize that when we lok at the beatiful 
the sum of +2 had been pal in one year or wolf scus. In 1855, 





a father sum of Lacoste the complain of gravel 
feat, together with oe hour pounds for purhating Cae 
skrammar shoo in Stator “Two years ter the seit 
“noe mportan vet ihe plasty ofthis aunty 
wat ping two Dy-nws in 187) 10 borrow brane i al 
St smeinactig = stony fom Steer ta Winton rah ced 
> Sra to Port Dover south To the nt tte pen 
fino was grate, wed tothe ater Sooo The sentence 
de schome ithe southern townape me led tad toy 
Went specter wre made by county eourll sprees 
psyersin nara, Fallon, anders erating teh 
Inthe ice. Thon ol farms hey ha heed out ofthe et wo 
recs, chief of which was Me. D. D. Hay, reeve of Listowel. Me 
Hay was reeset as Ding cold aleultng ma with 
Ee ling te southern townhips who 
sere nw becoming rich toll ronda ingots Ele 
Samp, nich for ll neta come wuld alte x pce for 
perl Towosip halle rng math lai ef an approving ee 
tad bon t down iat pure wolf potical hnonedge, ham otis 
Tiny ad bis towers wold net be she eeusret 


Power and glorious results would assuredly fallow. Mr Hay and 


is followers would then be relegated to that obscurity and co 
tempt which let me sa, i, alas? too often the destiny of nob 





honest, though unsuccessfil effort, Time, which solves all 
problems, solved this one also. The by-law was submitted. Its 
‘ponents fought it from stage to stage, and, Hike the Boers in 
South Affca, were no sconer driven fram ene refuge than they 
numerous amendments, was talen on the original sum of $120,000, 
Ail the southern representatives, with the exception of bf. Thomas 
Billityne, voted agaicat if," Mr. Ballantyne was then recve of 
Downic, and his vote on this occasion (ne of the best he ever 
sve), Weakened his suppor when he appealed to the electorate on 
ther occasions. In Blanshard ony one vote was recorded in its 
favor. In Hibbert, Fullarton and Downie majorities against i 
were docsive. The northern townsipe, however, with Stratford 
Before dismissing this measure, which greatly agitated our 
acknowledge now that it was a grest and ueafel metsare, giving 
fling of unity to this county that dd not previously exis. The 
Astermination of Me. Hay and that vote of Mr. Ballatyoe have 
boon productive of great results Portions of Ellice and Elia 
which were said tobe ft only for wales, and whoee ratepayers 


led by Mr. Hay, were aaimated by the same voracious spirit as 
their marauders; are now transformed, langly by the agency of 


rust be gratifying now for those veterans of the een time, who 
meat in this vorthern part, to ae that fution of ther honest 
level plains extendas far a the eye can reach, supplying drying 
material, whose product manufactured into cheese has ade this 
County famous everywhere for its proficiency in that branch of 
farm industry. Along this line of railway orth, which was built 
heowgh a swamp, are now fertile. Beds, fine’ farm bulings, 
homes of an industriogs and laveabiding people, “The much 





snuntedfertity of the southern par of thie couoty will he soon 


fpised north and the day is not fr distant when i will contebute 
ss nich, nay, tore t the finances of this county than will amply 
tepoy all parties for soy increased expenditure made in thei 

Te was several years subsequent to these grants being made 
ble any further increase wns made to county Tabiliies As 
ly, however, as 1856, or exactly thirteen years after the fest, 
foortract a et jail A few years Inter an agitation originated 
forerocting 4 new court house aswell Tt seems marvellous that 
its porpose that in thirteen years a desire should be expressed for 
imposing old Temple of Justice, crowning the summit ofa low 
bil, north of Lake Victoria, Under that grand old portico, 
‘loner juryinen, smoking Mac tobacco a old clay pipes, and cad 
iv homespun, reclined in oblivious unconcern ofall the wordy oF 
remembered oaly alittle clearing away in the backwoods which 
they called ome, Within this building the blind godess hd sat 
With her wavering balance for only a few yeurs, when the 
Gemanded palace of greater splendor, worthy of her ancient 
privileges, and commensurate withthe dignity of those duties she 
vas called on to perform. Its true tht within its doors thowe 
several calls or dormitories, dignified by the ame of county ofc, 
were dark, miserable litte dens. These dens weee arranged 
building, denominated corridors, and were like rat holes in an old 
During a period of ewenty years, fom 1865 to 1885, inspite of 
lespetors, wih ll dhe machinery modes civiation has forme: 
lated to coerce public bodies, the council reused £9: move for 
eter accommodation. On several oocesons they passed votes 
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Tuulaings, ‘These they regarded as echoes of hit Lordshi's 
argo hae ite fhe eps As ik prema cre 
fas its, For ton years previous to erecting the present buldings 
motions and counter motions, such as would do honor 10 the 
highest court inthis land. "The municipal sip during those 
juries, In 1873 they had added $120,000 to our already heavy 
Burdens. They felt that caution was necessary, and i was not 
tl 188s that they decided t0 add another $10,000 to their for 
ter obligations, and contracts wore let for the present county 
bullings to Serimgeour Bros, of Stratford, ata cast f 893,000 

The last geeat work undertaken by this county was a house of 
refuge, erected ata cost of $15.99, by Mr. Clark, of Toronto. Tt 
is said “the poor ye have alway with you," and as cary a6 1836 
home, indigents received small sums (rom local municipaitien, 
svhich wore often supplemented by charity Irom their immediate 
Deightors All such grants were inadequate t0 supply even the 
Imost ordinary necessaries of Iie and seemed only sificient to 
prolong the wrtshodness of the resipien, rather than mitigate is 
Aistres, Poor creatures, in many cases, were domiciled in 
Imiserable shanties om rondsies, and whether deserving or nt 
they were human and entilled to sympathy and attention. The 
howoe of rfiage ie nnoble charity aod wrthy of our people, ‘There 
is no gratieation equal t0 that arising from belp extended t0 
those who are helpless. Every eatepayer should visit this home, 
see the table he has spread, the comfort he has bestowed, and the 


Provision he has made for many who were ol fens, and fr 
Faken. To those who are tll able ¢9 perform a tle labor, the 
farm in connection affords an opportunity. Many who, by age oF 


stention fom attendants, To those visitors who find pleasure in 





the happiness of others, it is pleasing to noe, as you pass along 


the comlors, apartments with maay appointments of home lie 
Here is 4 room occupied by an aged pair and 40 strong isthe 
domestic Toninet in woman that even fn this place she has dite 
played her ingenity and handiwork in embelishing the was unt 
eoks lke “Home, sweet home,” ‘The regulation tat obtained, 
I believe, in ome houses of refuge in other counties of scparatng 

As might be expected, oqualizing those assessments upon which 
axe based ll sunt rates was from the eariet period mater 
‘hampions from the north with those of the more ler and beter 
sguestion afordigg more scope for am ingenious representative 
Whether as a manipulator of fuces or asa leader of men The 
Iairpess, however, with which this matter was disposed of for 
period of nerly Hy yeas isi ita trbute to the watefulnese 
tnd pole sagacty of the council, During the December x 
slons of 1853 the assessors were atked to report rexarding thie 
alter of equalization, A committee was alee appointed, composed 
of Messrs. Guest, Grant, Ford, Monteith and Chrisie, who te 
Ported on this question a fllow 

“The rolls for North Exsthope to high dlscount five per cen 
Logan, correct ;Elice, correct; Downie, dito i Fallarton, dite, 
South Easthope, too low; add. 20_per cent; Blanshard, sume 
siverance; Hibbert, same dito; Mornington, low, add 4 por 
sent (Signed), Rossa Cunisrte, Chairman 

‘Upon this etalization was based the Bist rate levied For county 
Pacposes, amounting to £1,860 ($7,000.00). In 1874 the ques 
ton of equalization was submited 0 Judge Lizars who examined 
‘several parties on oath ast valuations, aad formulated achodle 
Setting forth values in ll the municipalities. This didnot remain 
long satisfactory, and, indeed, no equalization could long. remain 
5. Those contions affecting the value of property were, und 
Ae now, changing so rapidly that what my be a fui and equte 





fread syotumaiie Valuation was again ne, “The loo Jon ME 
Millan, Esgu M-P., with Mrs Long, am ex-wanden of Waterloo 
county, pertoualy examined every farm inthe comiy. A report 
nade by those gentlemen, perhaps the best that could be dove 
has formed the basis of tualizntion ever since, but may now Bo 
said to be obsolete and no longer cliabe as to values, In that 
orton of our county Iyng south of the Huron road a. valstion 

any one township would be applicable to all There is no 
pprevablediference as to local conveniences or marketing fect= 
te In thoue municipal north ofthe Huron rod conditions 
re diferent, Their marketing fsilties may be equally good, 
‘much more so thaa thatof the sowh, Much ofthe land x equally 
Well improved. Notwithstanding these coveations ia circum 
(due eegard to those lege expenditaresincured in reclamation of 


tosis for any purpose until a system of drainage was introduced 
Trey are now valuable the county i not 1 be thanked fori. A 
time may not be far distant when they wil contribute largely tothe 
County treasury, but that should ot be unt he ibis incurred 


thei present value would be to place & double burden upon those 
‘obtained in process of clearing. That could be argued in regard 
fo all the townships, But these are questions for the coun, 
"While these events were transpiring and a steady progress was 
bing made from old plover days 0 those of comfort and con- 
ith not yet been leased, That the lables incurred by our 





epresentatives for aiding and developing our natural resources 


Gee wil deny. That large portion of the funds #0. granted has 
iSeqaly tr If, on the other bend, we conser toe evoke 
fionry methods which gave ws gravel roads ralloads ee; and 
conequeniy an chanced tale of property, although us i 

fs been great we ate largely indemifed forthe outlay 


Since the organization ‘of this county in 1851 there has been 
orowed for orginal investment upwards of $570,000 in round 
Separation from Huron and Bruce a our share of £133,000, 
Terowed to 1d in constructing the Brantford Buffolo & Lake 
Huron Railway. When this road was menged with the present 
Buffalo & Lake Haron Railway all ofthis sum was, swept 
sway and lost. OF $88,000 borrowed for building gravel roads 
Called there was recelved fom this source about 82,000 
per annum or gross sum of $30,000. It is true these ronds 
Wee given to the muniipaltor subsequent 0 removal of 
iale for the original debt. The old county buildings which cost 
Sso,eo0, fre at the end of 35 years written off as an asset. The 
sum of 820,000, voted in December, 1875 ina of Stratford and 
Port Dever and Stratford and Huurow R. Ry never could be consi 
trod as an anit jit wns a gift and ix sill to be paid. "These, 
tth 895,000 for new county bulings, S\eo0 for the house of 
Fefge, $30,000 to complet old gravel road disbursements, 87,000 
Perth, 84,000 forthe oid grammar school in Statfrdy constitute 
the principal sums borrowed by this county since its onganization 

Subsequent to that period, when our fist obligations were incur= 
‘ed, certain payments in Hiquidation were made, With regard to 
those ands borrowed from the Muniipal Loon Fun, amounting to 
$288,000, aither principal nor interest was pa fr several years 
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prior to the distibution by the Government, In 1873, when = 
Settlement was made, our actual debt amounted #9 84375000 
‘This pressed heavily on our people. Rates levied by the county 
were extreme, "For more than one year great sums were collected, 

The Hon. John Sandfeld: Macdonald om Ri retiring from the 
premiership, left inthe trearury of Ontario available fonds 
Erounting to $3,000,000. Sir Olver Mowat, who eventually 
tecame fest Minster, proposed to divide this large urls 
‘amongst thove manicipaiies who had aided railways or in other 
iections hed contributed to the development of the province 
Perth County was indebted to this fund ia the sum_of $388,000, 
with several years interest accrue, $100,000 ofthis amount wa 
2 grant to Brantford and. Lake Huron Railway, ening our 
County toa share in this distribution, ‘The Government had for- 
mulated a plan of granting $2,000 per ile where aid ad been 
jen to rllways. This seemed fir and equitable. In those years 
Previous to 4 sstlment Being effected, Mr. D. D. Hay presented 


Feports dealing with county Wbiliies. "In 1873 a delegation con 
posed of Robert Jones, Warden, Thomas Ballantyne, and Wiliam 
Davidson (present county clerk), were appointed to interview the 


Government in sation toa share ofthis fund. With them was 
fscocated the late Andrew Monteith, county treasurer, and 
member for North Perth inthe Local Legislature, who rendered 
altable servis. The whole of this delegation were able men, 
tnd formulated most ingenious plan oftheir own fora settlement. 
the delegation considered such a plan at unfaie—and that any ise 
tribution shoul be based on the funds lat, and not on the aroun 
Crginally loaned, To enable the reader to understand thie 
ingenious plan, we give an extract from the report: “For 
instance, in the Gaverament calculation we found Brantford. set 
oven as assating the railway t the extet of 800,000 and Steat- 
ford Sroojeoo, while the forme in reality only aided othe amount 
of Sigg, andthe latter about $11,000, Brantford, tke ou. 
Sves ook stock fn the same company 9 the amount of $160,000 





nd lost the whole. They, however, sontracted a second loan of 


Sjeo,000, $42,000 ef which was let forthe payment of imerest 
tint sinking fund ; the balance was advanced to the Ballas & 
[ike Heron Railway, on the security of its bonds, which they 
sterwards sold and realized in cash nearly 8322,000, so that they 
onl lost the amouot above stated,» Stratford realized $89,000 oe 
thee bonds, and lost only the shove amount, We may her rate 
thatthe numberof miles from Port Erie to Goderich 161, which 
183,00 per mile would be $322,000 forthe whole road, Dad. 
ing the amount which Brantford and Steatford had ralied for 
their bonds! made $829,000 the foal amount lost, and. which 
amount woul be the basis af adjusting the allowance, instead of 
81,278,000 taken by the Goverament inthe calculations referred 
ton the foregoing schedules, and which instead of giving twenty 
fre cents on the dollar actually lost would Be 3956 center oy 
instead of this county receiving. $30,000 itwoald be S8o,oon, 
which $30,000 ational, when interest is calculated and cone 
pounded annually for 19 years would be Spoon of ference 
tween the two calculations, and would ferher reduce our 
indebtedness that amount." The delegation succeeded in secung 
te adoption of this plan by the Government, ths, Huldating 
his transaction $150,000 of our county debt,” We would advieg 
ay of our readers wo may be interested in such matters to perce 
this most elaborate and exhaustive report, which wil Be found. 
the council proceaings of 1873, Jane session, page 1g. This 
by far the most ingenious and logical paper ever given to the 
Seunci, and well merited a vote of thanks, introduced by Me 
Trow; forthe distinguished service ofthe delegation, From this 
Period our lables were gradually reduced, notwithstanding 
those amounts voted to the Stratford & Huron Railway, and the 
ost of county buildings. ls 1888, our total debentare debt ee 
8256,000. During 1852 further Tables were incurred for erect 
lng the house of refuge, which ix our last loan obtained for sport 

At present ou liabilities are being largely reduced without any 
tional taxation being Iaid om the people. Acconding to the 





Tost aulitors report our debenture debt amouats to, $203,400 
Meantime the house of refuge debentures are being paid annually 
{which now amounts to $35,000) i Being set apart to met county 
tual debt, therefore, of this county, after deducting’ those 
nay fel assured, therefore, thatthe beginning of the end is near 
find in-very short time fina cancelation of our whole indebted- 
ness will hae passed into histor. 

Th 1896 we cached a period in our political fe termed by the 
warden in an adress, “almost revolutionary.” By an Act ofthe 
Tegistature the consitation of county counlls was entirely changed 
and representation by reeves and deputy reeves was abolished 
This Act mde provision for constiating 4 court to divide the 
ounty into distiets er smal constituencies, fo electoral purpose, 
tio cepresentatives Being. sent” from each a6 members of 
board, Nov twas composed ofthe township of Wallace and 
town of Listowel; Nov 3, townships of Lagan ad Elma No.3, 
the townships of Hibbert and Fallarton, snd the town of Mitchell; 
Nov 4, the townships of Blanshard aad Downie ; No. g, the town 
Ships of North and South. Easthope ; No. 6, the towachips of 
Eee and Movnington, with the vilage of Milverton. At the 
December session in 1896, Me. Thomas Ryn, warden, delivered 
a farewell address to the last county council of Perth lected 
tor the old Act of 1850. We submit synopsis ofthis adress, 
mo fair embodiment of the fetings of a certain section of our 
people eegarding this change. In 2 paragraph the warden ely 
Tad truthfully suys | "To accomplish allthis (referrog to the 
Progress ofthe cousty) required work and perseverance, and the 
Eiccess is lrgely attributable to the sturdy pioneers, ‘The men 
Comprising the early councils shoul! not be Forgotten. They had 
Slices to contend with and obstacles 49 overcome, and itis 
Fitting that this, the last mesting of the last council under the 


aisting law, should contribute 9 the memories of those who 
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have passed ay’ some eulogy in appreciation of thei efforts in 
tht to forty years ago, afew of whom we may ere mention, 
an David Cathcart ip 1836, D. D. Hay in 1860, P-R. Jarvis 
Sd John MeDermot is 1861, Abraham Davidson in i862, Thomas 
Stonty in #864, George Leversage in 1866, Hon, Thomas Balla 
tynein 1857, and the present clerk, Wiliam Davidson in +868, the 
Inter having boen present at every mesting fr twenty-nine year, 
Weextend the hope that those who are sil remeining, with sy 
though in the sere and yellow, may be spared for many years 
‘hough many of them have passed the alloted term of lie." To 
this Band of ofd municipal veterans the historian wil add the name 
of Andrew Monteith, who was in harness continually for a period 

‘The warden says farther in another part of his adress (dict 
ing that he is breathing an atmosphere of sad farewells) in 
opposition to this measure that : "This council has already 
‘rprssed by a unanimous cesolution that the change is ot a 
“esiable one, and asking foe ts repeals soon as convenient to 
have it done. might be induced to favor a reduction ithe 


umber of representatives, but I cant but look with disfavor om 
the probable distrancising of rural municipality, ax may be 
‘nde the new law, and shall hope before long to see the statute 
se altered that we wil be represented here rom each municipality 
by the head thereof. The ples put forth in favor of the change 
ot founded on fat, tht of preventing system of what is known 
te lgrllng sock of Ute years has ot been Koown to exit 


‘While this may be tue, fie equally tue that ae ea a> 185 
the council expressed @ desive by resolution ofthe, board. for 
reducing the number of representatives, Such resolutions re 
Peated “subsequoves, indicate that in their opinion fewer 
representatives would be suicfnt to protect the interests of the 
eople. There should therefore, be no faut found in giving effect 
{0 those felings 20 snequvocallyexpremted. As to the method 
Moped by government, in their wisdom they considered it Fgh 
‘The county couscil when the period of dissolution came thought 





was wroag. The government from disintrested motives reduced 
the representation, The council fom interested motives desired 
ho laterference. ‘The impartial student of municipal history il, 
We thik, eadovse the ation of the government. He will do s0 
for several reasons, 1st, Becaute the Municipal Act contemplates 
no other form of taxation under its provisions than a cree eax 
fn property. 2nd, Tn that case representation should be based on 
taxable substance in proportion to its value and not on population, 
the plan that formeriy existed, To lest representatives on 
bass of popslation gnve excess of power to the proletariat, giving 
them control for mnicipal expenditure ofthe property of those 
holding larger estates. To illustrat this town or village paying 
4 tax of $2,000 for county purposes may haves population 
Sufcient to entitle them to three representatives st county 
botrd, Another municipality fom its greater wealth, may be 
asked to contibute 85,000, but Because ofits smaller popultion 
would be entitled to only two members. It is clear, therefore, 
that a municipality with a_geeater number of ratepayers and 
smaller taxable property wil contol a richer munsiality with 
trailer population and restor taxable property. This principle 
vee old tbe antagonistic to the epirtof equal rights character 
[sic of manicial la and the present Act removes long existing 
vl by arranging districts so that the texable substance wil 
ontrl to a greater extent the hand that marks the bala 

a further change being made, whether it would not be Beter 
rather than incesss the representation, to reduce i tl further 
‘We ate inclined to think the later would be to our advantage 


There is danger under the existing law that incase of qualia: 
ion, two cepresentatives from one distct might be found ia 
‘preston to eachother. tis hoped, however, that this question 
will not be fet to county commissonérs, but i all cases shall be 
decided by a court of practical men residing outside of county 
Timits. It is argued also by opponents of this measure thatthe 
standard of ability in local councils has been lowered by with: 





aval of our alest men to county boards, While this may be 
Tcarng to the commissioners, the statement has n foundation in 
Fee Mate men are not peculiar to any age or period; neither are 


{hy all made into sounty comminsoners.. Progressive young men 


wreaking the plses of those older Gamalils at our township 
foanln, end in this county, thus far, they have no reason to be 
fohamed f thee eco 

re r835 the frst parliamentary easton inthe dsrct was hel 
pain Dunlop and Col. VanBgmond being candidates. Dunlop 
cerenccteds Although a Tory, he wns oppored to the Family 
Corpact in Torootor This cigue, aided and supported by he 
Gordwor, devoted thee energies and thei talents to promoting 
thetsown material interests afar as posible atthe expense ofthe 
Province, “This county at that period had half a dozen voters who 
Uelked to Goderich and recorded their votes, one half in direct 
seetramest. Tes said that the hutings fr the aomination sax 
frown dowa and burned the evening previous to that event By 2 
et of jolly boys who wace not fSvorable to, of rather did not eare 
{eesliber pasty. Ab, those were grand old days when a gentleman 
‘ould be gentiemat and exerci his prerogative axa fre citizen 
by burning the hustings of helping out the phenological develop 
tment of = prooy candidate bythe application of a stout cudgel! 

Tn t8er Dr Dunlop was again a candidate, being opposed by 
James MeGill Strachan (son of Bishop Strachan) « lawyer in 
Goverich, "The docior, 8 the result of protest, was declared 
flected. In 1844 Dunlop, who hd in the meantime been appoint 
‘xl sopesntenden of canals, was raccended by Willam Cayley, 
whe defeated Me, Longworth, an old officer of the Canada 
Company. In ist Mr. Casley was defeated by Mr. Malcolm 
Cameron, ‘This was the lst contest the United Counties, 
Previous to the next election in 18sq Perth had become an 
independent county, and was now entiled to send a| member to 
Parhament. On this occasion the candidates were T. I. Daly, 
who was inclined to support the Reform side, and Me. Alexander 
Machall of Shakespeare, who was defeated. At the general 





election of 1857, Mr. Daly, who was now a very pronounced 
Conservative defeated Willam McDougall by a large, majority. 
In 186 the Hon. Michael Foley was sect, defeating Mr Daly 
Mr. Foley was also elected for Waterloo at this peri, and 


chose ti for that county, when another contest took place for 
fhe vacant seat in Perth,” Tn 1863 Mr. Robert McFarlane, a 
partaer of the late Judge Liars, compelled My Daly to retire 


although the majority against hon was not large. This was the 
with that change, Perth was divide lato nosth a south eidings, 
each returning’ member to the House of Commons at Ottawa, 
and a member tothe Legisatere in Toronto, The north riding 
veas composed of the townships of North Easthope, Mornington, 
Wallace, Ellice, Elma, Logaoy and the towns of Stratford 
and Listowel, "The south ding comprised the. townships. of 
Blanshard, Downie, South Easthope, Fallarton aad Hiberty with 
the towne of St Marys and Mitchel, These boundaries have 
boon changed, however, ss party or politcal exigences demanded 
2 most nigitous system and a diyrace to Canadian poles 

At the election of 1867 forthe Commons a the North Me, Daly 
was defeated by Mr. James Redford, while Mc. AfeParlene cari 
the South against Mie. T. B. Guest of St. Marys. ‘The election 
‘of 1872 again brought Mr. Daly and Me. Redford into the Bel for 
the North, Mr. Daly on this cccasion being elected. Inthe South, 
Me. Ki was defeated by Me. James Trow of Shakespeare ta 
consequence of an event koown in Canadian politics a5 the Pasie 
funda, the Howe wae dissolved in 1873. In the new election 
Mr. ‘Teow was elected by acclamation for the South, and. Me 
Andrew Moateth defeated: Mr, Redford in the North. ‘This cee: 
tion was protested and declared vokd, when Me, Monteith tried 
the issue with Me. James Fisher of Stratford, the former being 
again clcted, Io 1878, memorable asthe frst contest at the 
inception ofthe National Paiey, Me, Jamex Fisher again contested 
the North with Mr, Samuel R. Heston, the latter being elected 
Tn the South, after an exciting contest, Mr. Trow defeated De 





roumcat sores 6 


onsbook of Mitchell, Me, Hasson was again ected in 1882 
Hester Rater Joo copia and gas io over DJ 
2 bank, bur was defeated in 11 by ames Grieve ot 
Hiesiagton, Attn ston of 896 Me, Cove war dened by 
Ni"Aitander F MacLaren of Seater, who ws again sted 
Me Me Georgo Gouts of lice gon tn the Sih the 
Stuy tents ting feted To :855 he wan opposed by 
Sarg of Se Mary the Iter sing eentad Te lection 
age trong Mrs Frow and Mr. Shp gai nto the eld the 
tine being eli. Ou a potat tha icon. was doled 
wr” Ate byetcin Be Wiliam Pridham af Fulerton, wae 
Me Tow’ surf! oppononts In 186 Bl. Pridham wes op 
peat by hte D. We Bo of Downie. At the contest 
Tezpenent nudists wae placed inthe ent person of Me 
June Denl of Bachar, Mrs being ceed tn sg Me 
ivan agin opposed oy Mrs ida, he inter bing Stent 
by asm loo 

The dectons for the Legistce of the Province have been 
tara by the same able resus to beth paren AL ine 
fen ction er Confederation, 186, tho candiats in he 
Nor ing were Andrew Month and B.D, Hay, Mi. Monet 
Being sete by loge majority Ta the South, Me Trow de 
feta Me Donovan, Toronto lawyer Tu 18pt/Mr. Gust de 
ted Me Trow in the South by sll major, Mes Month 
Gstating Me Thomas Ballenyo inthe Novh. Mes Month 
‘Cmmone, when another nection was held Daly deteing 
Me James Coveoran of Stato. Me Hayao Mes Daly wee 
tasty, In he. South, Bis Ballantyne epponed Mi Gaoege 
iSfmage, the ler beng defesed” Me ate ba the 
sex op til soy, Roving nthe meantinedeted Mr Jacob 
Brunner, Ms. W. Re Davi on two oxeasinn, and Mr Googe 
Lverge asco tine tsa. To 0p), however Me allen 
‘or dette ty Me Joba McNaly an inapenn cana) 





small majority. Since this election Mr. Hallantyne has not again 
been a candidate, The election of 1898 brought ito the fel to 
‘new candidates, in the person of William Caven Moscepy a law 
yer of St, Marys, and Mr Neon Montcith, a. Downie farmer 
Mr. Monteith was elected by & majority of 14 votes. A serutiny 
sens demanded by Mr. Moscrip, on the ground of an ieregularty 
fn printing the ballots, which o 4 recount before Judge Barron 
tere declared for Monteith, but whose decision was reversed by & 
higher court im Toronto,” Mr. Moscip took the seat. Mr 
In the meantime Me. Moscrip had accepted a postion in Stratford 
when Mr. Valentine Stock, » merchant of Tavistock, was brought 
ut against Me. Monteith, the former being defeated bya smal 
majority. In the North, at the elstion of 1879, Mr. Hay was 
‘opposed by Me. John McDermott of Wallace, le. McDermott, 
bring declared elected. On a recount being demanded by Mr 
Hay s scrutiny of the ballots eversed the decision and Me. Hay 
was declared elected, In the next contest Mr. Hay was defeated 


by Mr. George Hess of Listowel, who held the seat rill the ele 
ton of 1890, when he was defeated by Dr. Ahrens of Stratford 
‘This election was declared void and another contest took place 


between Me. Thomas Magrwood of Mornington and Dr. Abreny in 
Which the former was successful In s8igy Me. G. G, MePhetson, 
QC, of Stratford, contested the asst with Mr. Maywood and was 
defeated. Mr. Magitood held the seat till 1898 when he was 
defeated by Me John Brown of Stratford, At the next contest in 
May, 1992, Me, Stock was elected in the South over Me. Nelson 
Monteith, and Me. Joba C. Monteith defeated Mr. Brown in the 
Now 

(OF the gentlemen who have contested or held seats i this county 
Messrs. Daly, Andrew Monteith, Hesson, MeDermatt, Magwood, 
MacLaren, Guest, Sharp, Pridha, Davis, Leversage, Dr. Hore 
brook, Kidd, Nelson Monteith, and John C. Monteith were Com 
servatives, and Mesere. Ballantyne, Hay, Foley, Fisher, Corcoran, 
Moscrip, Trow, Stock, Brown, aod McFarlane were Liberal, 
Me. MeNei, who was formerly» Reform, aad Mr. Rebert Jones 





seb a Commareatve) etn as Tadopedeies, Me! ties 
Donald was also a Reformer, now Independent 

“Te population daring ten years subsequent to 830 made but 
ie increase, AP the frst cansus in 1832 ie had reached 15,548 
In 18po this acl again increased to 46,536, the largest increase 
rermade in any one period. In 1689, or twenty yers afterwards 


ie population reached its highest point in our history, being 


oud. Daring the next ten years i¢ had receded, as in 1899 the 
total population retuned by assessors was 4,s¢4: The census of 
toot Elves ceslt stl lower, This decreas hs taken place in 
the sural muisipalties, the City of Stratford having legely ine 
treased during the last twenty years, with also a slight advance ia 
fvertltowas and vilages. a the chapier oa egreukural evi 
tion ave pointed out what in my opinion fas eon the cane oF 

‘While every corner of this county may now be said to be densely 
Inade in other directions, According to = report sued by the 
Bureau of Industries for Ontario in 1899 real property was assesed 
1 $26,c00,000, and. personal property and taxable income at 
Si00,000 more, These figures are but an approximation, and t0 
ascertain the actual vluc of real property isthe rural districts at 
Teast 15) por cent. may be added, In the matter of personal 
property and taxable income the amounts rtuened by assessors 
‘ford no indication of is eal value whatever, To assessing this 
he faim property shots ailing Foor mapecict ralaatoos 
aod the dificult of arving at exact ables affecting tle to 
fn abolition of this tax several years ago, Those amon set 
flown as beg the value of personal property and tarable income 
4p not represeat stock and appliances used by the ngrcaltrny 
biteather the personality of those callings and occupations cloely 
onnacted with agricultural communities. While oar popalation 
bas rculd, taxation per head has slightly increased. In 1899 the 
townships forall purposes were taxed $5.31, towns $7.08 villages 
8365, cy of Stratford S07. The average taxation ia. 1899 
tmeunted to 8,39 per Read and in 1889 85:74 





conservative in their retention of some ofthe officers, thee con 
Aluct ia connection with others has ‘been characterized. by 


lnconstance and fckleness. We subjcin the ames of those offers 
appointed by the county council and thee period of service up tothe 
preseat tine. To obviate repetition, the names of those composing 
the councl board may he ascertained by elerence to local municipal 


History, whore reeves and deputies are given 
‘William Smith, Downie, provisional council: 1853, Wiliam Smith, 
Downie; 1853, Wiliam Smith, Downie; 1833, Wiliam Sith, 
Downie #896, T. B. Guest, Blanshard ; 1859, Alexander Ham 
toa, North Esthope 51858, Orr, Stratford s 189, Alexander 
Grant, North Easthope; 1860, Andrew Montsth, Downie ? 1861 
Willan Sith, Stratford ; 1852, Andrew Monteith, Downie 
1853, Andrew Monteith, Downie; 1864, Andrew” Montcith, 
Downie; 1863, Thomas Ford, Fullarton 71865, ‘Thomas Ford, 
Fullarton ; 1869, Thomas Ford, ullarton (1868, ‘Thomas Stoney 
Stratford; 1869, Thomas Stoney, Stratford; 1870, James Trow, 
North Easthope ; 1871, Robert Jones, Logan | 182, Thomas 
King, Hibbert; 1873, Robert Jones, Lage | 1874, Rober Jones, 
Logan ; 3875, Will Davidson, Fallarion +1876,, Willan 
Davidson, Pallarton 1877, Wiliam Davidson, Fullarton +1878, 
William Davison, Fullarton 5 1875, John MeDermott,, Wallace 
880, Valentine Kertcher, Morington ; s88t, Jacob Brunnes 
Dowie: 1883, Willam Fletcher Sanderson, Bianshard ; 1885, 
Thomas Koos, Elma #884, James Dougherty, Michell | 1885, 
Thomas Knox, Elma; 1886, George Levers, Fullerton | 1887 
George Leversage, Fullarton ; 1885, Alexander McLaren Hibbert 
1885, WB, Frosbora, Mornington; 1890, John McMillan, Noeth 
Easthope ; +89, John Schasfer, South Easthope ; 1892, Anceew 
Kubry, Elice 1893, Gsorge V. Pool, Wallace 1854, John A 
Hacking, Listowel 1895, Tom Coveney, Logan 1896, Thomas 
Ryan, Hibbert; #857, Nelson. Montsith, Dove ; 1898, James 
Torrance, Milverton 189, Thomas E Hay, Listowel ; tooo, 





William Fletcher Sanderson, Blanshard ; g9r, James Dickson, 
Elma 1902, Charles Mereyild, Logan. In 1878 Mr. William 
Davidson resigned the offce of warden to accept that of county 
elerk, and Mr, Robert Keyes of Logan wa elected for the balance 
The county of Perth has had two clerks only during its monic 


pal existence of over fify years. Stewart Campbell was appointed 


cecepting one year (when Me. MeDonald was appointed) til 1878 
Me. Campbell was n cxrefil and efiieat oficer and some of the 
older local clerks, several of whom are stil li, well remember 
the jovial, happylolige man with whom they met in the old 
county buildings. In 1878, from old age, Me. Campbell was 
Sompeed to retire and was succeeded by the present clerk, Me 
Willm Davidson, then eeeve of Fullerton, who had occupied the 
wardens chair forthe fourth conseeutive year. Me, Davidson had 
2 Tong taining fr this position and a wide knowledge of munis 
pal basinesepechaps in advance of any other public men in the 
Mr. J. C. W. Daly was appointed provisional treasure, holding 
ofise daring the peciod of that body. On completion of the 
ouaty organization he was followed by Mr, Alexander MeGregor, 
tho held offce for eleven yearn. In 1865 Me. Andrew Monteith, 
tho had been warden for three previous Sears, ws appointed and 
ld the positon until the ime af his death in 1896, period ex 
lending over thirty years Mr. Menteth was suceceded by: Me 
George Leversige,reeve of Fullarton, who discharged the duties 
tlk death in too0, Hs was suovseded by Mr. George Hamiton 
of Sebringvi, school teacher, who had taught in the village for 
"Thoolfce of school superintendent was fist eld by the late De 
Hyde of Stratford, who succeeded Charles Pletcher, district supet- 
intendont. In #836 Dr. Hyde tendered his resignation, and as 
succeeded by Rey. Thomas McPherson, also of Stratond. | Mr 
McPherson held the postion til 1859, when the county was 
Aided ito six districts, and local superintendents were appoeted 





for each. Rev. Me. Smith of St, Marys was appointed for distrist 
No. 1, being the township of Blushard; Rev, Thomas McPherson 
for No. 3, composed of North and South Easthope ; Rev. E. 
Patterson for No. 3, Dowie and Elise ; Rev. Mr. Hanlon for 
No. 4, Lagan, Fuliaton and Hibbert; Rev. Alexander Drom 
mond Tor No.'s, Mornington and Elma; Rev. Me. Drinkwater 
for No. 6, township of Wallace, The remuneration allowed 
ingpectors was 85.00 for each schoo! per annum, This spt 
continued til 1871, when the School At was amended and one 
inepector appointed forthe whole county. This new plan has been 
attended with good results sad productive of much ‘improvement 
in our public echools. The late Wiliam Alexander, who was fest, 
inspector, discharged the whole duties for this county during 
umber of years, when it ws divided fate two district of North 
tnd South. Mr. Alexander rettied is position for the North, 
and Jobin M. Moran, a teacher in Stratford schools was appointed 
inthe South. This arrangement continued oaly fora shot tine, 
however, when both were reunited under the inspectorate of M 
Alexander, who held the postion most aceplably to all parties 
ntl his death, Subsequent to the death of the old inspector, 
Me. William Irwin, who was a teicher in Listowel, was appointed 
for the united ridings. For further remarks om schools ye chap 
The ofce of jail surgeon, place of tore dignity than emolument, 
has during Sty years been held by many medical xentlemen of 
Stratford and ix characterized by a sot of fnerancy te late Dr 
Shaver retaining the postion for a mish longer period tha any 
others honored by this appointment. "The prosent jal surgeon 
De. Dunsmore of Steaiord. If, however, the position of jail 
surgeon has been lke a moveable fart on tbe calendar, the adi 
‘rm who hold a most responsible postion, like the dove seat 
‘out from the ark, can be said hardly to find a resting place for 
thei fost, every year neacy making a change. Mr, James Jones 
‘of Mitchel is the only auditor who may be said to have had n0y 


permanence in the position, having held the oice for a umber of 


Teague of Me, Jones on theboard. e 
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HAPTER y, 


In that struggle which characterised pioneer life at its outset, 
when men io the bush fought the battle manflly against want, 
they had no sooner mastered the aificutes of their situation than 
they began to make provision for educating thei hiren. Whit 
their own dwellings Weee ofthe most wretched kind, th dil fare 
coarse and unpafatable, when comfort (as We understand it) was 
Unknow, and pleasure was found largely ina hope of Better day, 
the measure of ther solitude regarding the education of thely 
offspring was fall to overflowing. Neary all setters in this 
county were eld country peoples where faites for the poor 
obtaining even a small modicum of lsarning could be sad hardly 
{evist. Humble as ther lt had been inthe old land, hum a 
twas inthe woods, they fet that even ia their lonely walls of 
lite a title knowledge of hooks would have been useful ot only 
to enable them to pursue their vocation more intligenty, but it 
would also have been source of pleasure where none och cud 
be obtained. Tei therefore not surprising that we dol record 
indicating thatthe first taxes levied on the ratepayers wer largely 
for the establishment of schools, For example in Downie the 

hundred pounds ever ollacted under the Ret of 184, was set 


apart, sisty percent. foredeition and forty per cent for improves 
ment of roads. On refering to the reports of pathmestersin8ya 
here a graphic desription i given ofthe condition of ur high 
says, we cannot but admire that pluck ad determination of those 
lf settlers, who, although they vere in danger of losing thet 
xan on rossways orn md holes, 50 resolutely clang to the idea 





‘that thie cildron must be educated. Ik is proper to state also 
thatthe fst dollar of money ever borrowed by any township ia 
this county was borrowed forthe purpose, not of building oads, 
‘ents which would enhance the value of property, but largely for 
appears to be mutter not of suficlent importance that we 
should trace formations, alterations of extensions of the school 
Settlement it is of litle consequence, at matter of history, 
Whether certain lot was added #0 section or is limits extended 
By any particular councilor im any particular year. Its desirable 
to know, however, the mamiber and chaeastr of bulklings provided 
3 educational purpotes atthe various stages of development fa 
Perth County, ss indicative of that marvellous progress made 
uring: the last Aity years. At what time the frst schoo! was 
fected it would be dificult to say. This certainly gceured pre- 
comprising parts of North and South Easthope a number of set 
Urs had located previous t9 1835. During tht year, i tat an 
earlier period, J.J. E. Linton has opened private school near 
Stratford, Mrs: Linton teaching another in North Easthope, which 
Te an excellent paper published hy Judge Woods of Stratford 
Which contains much important information regarding” schoo 


legislation in Upper Canada, of which we are availing ourselves a 


Huron, Perth and Bruce, holden at Goderich, the eighth day of 
February, 14; in pursuance of a Act of the rst session of the 
frst provincial pariameat of Canada, passed in the fourth and 

ign Lady Visto, and entitled ‘An Act to 





province which formerly constituted the Province of Upper Canady 
Fpthe cstablohment of local or muticipel authorities therein,” 


Witiam Dunlop, Esa. M.P.P., warden, we find it was 
Moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by’ Mfr. Helmer, that South 
Easthope be divided ito two sections as far as lot 8 inclusive — 


that the fist division extend from the Wilmot line to lot 15 
inclusive, line of division north, Huron Road, snd on the south, 
orem. The second division ist include lot 16 and lt. 36 lines 

‘While thete divisions may 
fot seem perfectly clear, they are copies of minutes, AL the same 


of division, Huron Road and Zor 


inclusive of Downe ; then fom lt 19 inclusive of Elice to the 
Sitar" 
Moved by Mr. elmer, sconded by Me. Galt, thatthe tov 
‘Pm oogring tool Setlony wee eae the rte 
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formed ia what is now the county of Perth, It is unfortunate 
that the records extending from this meeting up to 1847 are 
lost, andy that except where reference may hare been made to 
them in subsequent proesngs of the board, we have no informa 
ion regarding their operations. Between 18,2 and 1847, however, 
a large sumber of schoo! sections south of the Huron foad were 
‘rganized, and that mass of legislation under the Act of 1841 and 
extending on down under the Act of 1850 in greater or les lume 
toour own time, had Begun to accumulate, The trend of new 
Settlements anda continuous advance of the plonser deeper and 
Aceper into the forest led to constant changes in boundaries of 
thote districts as lad down by Mr. Daly and those assosated with 
him. Whenever a backwoodsman of more adventurous spit 
than others penetrated along a creck or small rivulet, it may have 
‘been miles beyond his nearest -aeghbor, his location at once be 
time to time antl a number of families were setled near each 
other. ‘This lite community at once constructed a log school 
house in a spot most convenient tall, Where progeess was so 
rapid as we find itt have heen in many pats of this county these 


Arrangements could only exist for a short period. The limits of 


very settlement were constantly extending until the fist building 
tas found tobe located in place entirely unsuitable and incom 
‘enien tothe majority, Then a change would have to be made 
As wealth accumulated in the townships, boundaries of old 
sections were constantly being circumscribed ad additional school 
Aintrits formed out of portions of those already existing. This of 
course, brought the schools much nearer t the children, who were 
abled with ess hardship 9 aval themeeves of these provisions 
Se apart for ther education. These changes led to greet excite 
meat amongst those particularly affected, in thir efforts for end 
‘against such movements, and were a source of amayance and 
fombarrassment for many years t0 moncipal councils Dating 
later years certain machinery has been provided by the Publi 
School Act, constituting 4 cour of enquiry ragarding such changes, 
and whose recommendations became a basis of alterations i 





poundares of union sections, ‘This cout i a great improvement 
fon the old system, in so fat as it acts independently of any 
Soasequences at ne election, which may or may aot allt to some 
‘xtent the decision of a township councillor in matters of this 


Having this outined the establishment and formation of schoot 


sections on generl principles willbe well to glance a the Act 
Fea under whoes provisions these changes ‘were. brought about 

"These school diticts were organized under and by. authority 
conferred on the district eounell by an Act, s Victoria, chapter 1, 
pcsed in 1841. All previous Acts relating to education were 
Fepeiledy and this Act may be stil to be the foundation ‘of out 
prevent school system in this province, 

‘This Act provided for (rst) & permanent fund for common 
setts, 2} $200,000 to be granted to common schoo! fund, 
(Grd) the appointment of superintendent of education, (4th) 
taaking the district council a our of education with certaa 
Asined powers, (th) enabling townships or parishes to elect ve 
eeeumod school commissioners, with duties defined in leven sub- 
tectoos, one of which was to elieve poor persons fFort pay> 
iment of teachers.” Another is to see to matters generally, and 
report. Its spacial st forth that the teacher must be subject 
of Her Majesty by beth or naturalization, In accordance with 
sutovty given by section g, a8 above, the Kest commissioners in 
Perth were elected in 182, for Stratford and surrounding district, 
This hoard was composed of the five fllowing gentlemen, who 
were chosen at a meting held in the schoo! house, Stratford, on 
the thd day’ of January 1842 Wiliam Soi, James Montel, 
Joho Gibb, Samet Rob) and Arad Priest. I 483 the same 

Section No. 11 isa distinct recognition of a priacple in school 
legsation which has caused much discussion in later years under 
the constitution of separate schools. In this section there fsa 
stea and indisputable afrmation ofthat principle where i sys — 
"Provided always, and be it enacted that whenever any number 
ofthe inhabitants of any township or parish professing a religious 





faith dferoot fom that of the majority of the inhabitants of such 
township of parish shall disse from the regulations, atrangs- 
ments of proceedings of the common sshool commissioners, with 
‘hal be lawl forthe inhabitants so dissenting, collectively to 
"gnify such dissent in wring to the clerk of entice council with 
is ana OF waned of gue og re. perp seecied by then 
Tn 1846 was enacted Victoria, chapter 17, enabling trustees to 
hold schoo! lands as a corporation. BY section 6 the couacil of 
every disrict was empowered (it) to appoint superintendents 
id (2nd) to divide townships nto school ssctions. This later 
laut, however, was simply an extension of power already granted 
by the Act of eye, by thority of which Downie, North and 
South Easthope and Fullarton were aided into schoo! sections 
by the council ia Goderich. District superintendents wore exe 
books ia the English branches of education and to recommend the 
tse of proper books." A achool section being. formed, theee 
trustees are tobe elected at the frat school section mesting, in 


Jamar in each year (sce. 28), the landholders and householders 


tstablshed for Peoestants and Roman Catholics in any locality. 
Subsequent 40 1830, when our present Municipal Act was intro- 
duced, the local boas appointed school superintendents, the Bet 
fof whom was Alexander’ McGregor, fr those districts around 
Stratford, "Previous to 1830 superotendents of schools were 
appointed by the district council in Goderich ; and such has heen 
{he predilection of some of the old municipal clerks for coneeling 

mes that Iwas unable to dacover that of district supeintende 
nt until Twas informed by an old eter. I may stats here that 
fone local clerk, who held the position for at least four year 
ever during that period gave the nme of single representative 
offer in his municipality. Ta the county of Perth we find as focal 





sperntndent the ames of Alexander McGregor, Rev. Me 
reintndeievs Me. Patterson, bth of Stator, one 
McPhee andthe eter an Anglican, and. Wiliam Rath Eso. 
Prey apc Ia epithe School Act was frther amended 
Foe ealsupertendent was abolished, and the county 
the off gpowered to appoint 4 count inspector of school. 
se as am improvement onthe ld order of things, in 
This hanes greater uifrity tm school work. Moreover 
dha ated devoted his whole ne to his oficial duties 
Face ould be ebiained than_were posible under the 
ae ere shore the inspector’ ime and atteation were divided 
formes Pe iguch diverse Gites a9 preaching and school 

Tr sg ltr this change the county was divided jaro 
cuaind Sons Perth, and two inspectors were employed. This 
xo only for a. short period, however, when the 60 
ie ee Suiford being separated from the county for 


SOI purposes and erected Into a city, inspection of the city 


eae as nthdrawn from that ofthe cousty, and an inspector 

ent i thei own interest by the eit coun 

"fire cxumine closely into the peiacipes underlying the public 
ehoct sys of this country they wl be found in many respects to 
‘Gromble thon of the Scottish parish schoo}, introduced by John 
Koon the Sootish reformer, When he had completed bi, work 
MTrctoumation lathe church, by aa nfoson of democratic vitality 
Si vigor ite the parched and died body of a dead spiritualism, 
osoetas the obo! ofthat system he had loaugurated mst 
tekeptup by the produstof the schools. He, therefore, introduced 
Theo hic own countey what may be sad to be the fist schoo! 
tem inthe world, He saw, also, that to derive the greatest 
oust of good from his new plans would have 1 be Brosdened 
fut to met and bring within its Fmt all classes and conditions of 
people, Any system of education which cannot be mad available 
fo all, mant necessarily deprive the state of = large portion of 


Intec, which, developed and steogthened in a fre school, 
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might be & great factor inthe extension of its power andinflence, 
Who can say i what strata of society the diamond ay be found? 
Ad for fear that any gem may be lost, the state does well to test, 
them all? 

The priciple wpon which Knox proceeded in his educational 
methods was based on this idea, thatthe state represented all the 
people, afd ints actions should promulgate only such legislation 
4s woul! be of interest to all the peoples Ton fall development 
Df this plan it was necessaty, therefore, to establish a schoo! io 
very parish, A grant of public money was made for theie 
maintenance. This was supplemented by a tax om all property in 
the parish. Aogether a rate of fam ten pence to one shiling 
fand three pence per month was charged for each pupil Poor 
people could send their children to he educated without money and 


Without prise. The trustees were and owmnecs in the parish or 


theie representatives, who superiatended the whols, exactly 
trustees in a Canadian schoo! tection. There was this liference, 
however, thatthe office of trustee descended by heiship slong 
with the estate. ‘This trustee bourd employed the teacher, Whe 
‘was removed only for breich of trast or ad conduct. Tt was in 
fdvance of our Canadian system, dn that teachers residence was 
Siways provided. Precaution ws taken that only propery qua 
fed men shoeld be placed in these schools, a8 every parish schoo! 
master had to be graduate of university. This parish choo! 
Was combination of what in Canada isthe public and grammar 
School. Teas graded, andthe teacher moved his pupil gradually 
upward from the Bat through the intermediate form to the 
lasses, whore he left off to enter the university. Tt is true 
academies and geammar schools existed in. Scotland, but they 
were not a part of the national plan of education. Many of those 
seats of leaming wore most Yaluable, and were established and 
Conducted hy educated men as private schools 

TE he system of parish schools setup by Knox in Scotland was 
correlated with the genius of that people, it was found aso in 
accord with the progressive fsling of Canadians. The proletariat 
fof Scotland are not and never were, sepublcan, though they are 





evieatly democratic, The politcal cast of our eloctorate inthis 
SRinuy fs enacly similar. Both people believe ia'a monarchical 
fou of government, resting on & foundation of democcacy- In 
‘apa achool was inculcnted a senso of equality, regardless of 
‘fui, politcal, or religious Enlace, Ta Canada its the sae, 
Ira teyis too poo to pay a fe for bis education, let him come: 
A mil cost him nothing. If he is to0 poor to obtain suitable 


i{urmente to wear, let hits come the parish will clothe him If 


$e iTtoe poor to even get food t0 eat, let him come ; the parish 
Miu fed Mims Ie sto the eternal honor of Knox's plan that the 
Tromene such an one as we have described passed through the 
prt of a school room then all social distinction ended, and that 
iy of he Godhgiven quality of mind began. A poor, ragged 
thy with gaunt frm an hangrtoaking eye, may be the Ton of 
Hinclas and on is shoslst fet stand conscious of his superiority 
ts Dun The son and heir of the Laird may have his place as 
Booby, where he stands conscious of an abiding continaty, in 
monumental evidence of the superar fesbforming qualities 
icing from a penteous ration of whey poridge and braxy. 

Wher De Ryerson, the great achitet of Canada's school 
sytem, visited Europe in quest of material for completing is 
‘lecitionl scheme he inunce of which in Canada no man cts 
‘Sher measur) he Fond the old parish school was the only method 
all suitable to the views of the Canadian people. TCs not 
Surprising therefore, that our schools were modelled largely 00 
the Scotch plan, with auch modiiations and extensions as those 
ow conditions obtaining inthis country demanded. Those of our 
‘ears who may be desirous of extending their enguries into the 
Principles of the ewo systems wil nd a striking analogy even in 
many of the details 

Before leaving this part of ovr subject we may be permitted to 
pint out with what sealous care both couoties watch over thee 
Schools, Although the old system of Knox was planted amongst 
1 people gross, vicious, stabbora, and the most turbulent in 
Europe, int turbulent age ie grew ax something indigenous £9 
the sil Its roots sank dep, and twined around the affections of 





the nation. When the unfortunate Mary, Queen of Scots, lost 
her head had become vigoroes_Durog the ragecy ia hay 
el, id not ser. While England Tost one chuch and 
Stoctuary ofthe Auld Kink was dashed to cathy and th wor 
Sf God was s salen piviege amidst heathy heather hil, me 
anny soltdes, ie was sll gaining new lcs "When the Blood of 
1 Brkish King had inbred Bri hand and staager wa St 
on Brit's thrones whe the lat ofthe Starts hal ied 
Westminster the old tee ail fourshed it wasnt these 
Cis send fom tis acient tem had Bon planted in Canada by 
De. Ryewon for a period of two score Jeu, and tm otr 
tnd robust of form, thatthe venarbie parent ste) fn Setand 
tas cut dows, and 3 tig contin the ed Blood wedded to the 
¥igour of Canadian youth was pated ins send, where, a he 
form worty of sch ations parentage, 

The people of Scotland were jelous of ther schoo! stem, 
the Canaan ware equaly to of thet Tt wil be romettbered 
{hae in Ontario ew yes ago the then Mitr of Eesti 
Hon. GW. ss (who, bythe way, ws by far the greatest man 
tis party ban rans, ntoduced tne schoo oak Tia 


oasequences. It war my, however, by a perfect storm of 


isapproval rom a large rection of our people, and so farreachigg 


wore its results that % nearly displaced the Goveroment a few 
years subsequently. Wile those amendments made tothe Scho! 
Act may have been various during the last fifty years, they have 
not affected to any great extent its great general pracple, 
Changes in school buildings and premises throughout the county, 
indicating. steady and solid improvement during that time, have 
been very marked. Although of late years inspectors have been 





authorize, under certain amendments to the Pubic Schools Act, 
ie compel tastes to provide mitable buildings and accommod 
tions im order to secure a more elclent management of our 
‘poole, this power has rarely or never been enforced. It is 


‘ait to our people that in amajoity of eases school buildings 


rovided by voluntary taxation were, for a considerable period, in 


[vance of the homes ofthe pups who attended them. 

"The pioneer schoolhouse, rude and uniting as it appeared was 
ss site, move comfortable than the trougheroofed shanty that 
Sant umonget blackened stumps on the concession road, dignified 
Tpit name-f a clearing. ‘Those old schools were Bull of logs 
Roarca of 18426 fect would be considered an average size; the 
for of boatds, where they could be obtained and eoofed with oa 
Clapoards or soft ci bark, A roof formed of bark was durable 
nd efective. agaist cin, but in winter afforded litle protec- 
tion fom show. te walls would be erected by the settlers in one 
fay ad. were of that character peculiar tall log buildings, 
Asrpton of which will be found elsewhere. The clat and clay 
Srork was done in the most approved styl, het isthe finger 
Inarks made in applying sof mud to the openings between the 
fogs were all in geometrical lines, indicating that it was designed 
{Greduestional and nt for domestic purposes. ‘There are those 
mths county who wil remember tat when they reached school in 
the winter season, before they could. make their way fa they may 
fave had to effet an entrance otherwise than by the door, and 
lear the snow out. Like the shanty, logeschool architecture did 
tor change, remaining always the same. Ie was a low building, 
tose end levation (twas thit rection where road would 
to windows and at the end farthest from the doorway was erected 
"okey. Ia this part ofthe room was also @ Tow platform, on 
‘hich stood the tnchers desis and chai From this throne he 
ould overlook those mischievous boys sent out 10 school, and 
fesse an authority a8 potest as if he were Emperor of all the 
Rossi. Arrangement in the interior forthe convenience of the 
shilren were simple, and such as ight be expected in a seminary 





whose external appearance wax not prepossesting. In its side 
walls holes were bored and wooden pins inserted. Across these 
plas boards were lad forming desks, which were occupied by howe 
pupils who were more advanced. To front of these desks were 
benches made of slabs, supported on pins inserted in auger holes 
made at each end. Acros the building were ether benches placed 
Parallel “The pins supporting the front rows were short, form: 
ing low seats tor small scholars. Each row was supplied with 
longer pine than that in front, thus elevating the seats one 
above another ax they extended backward. Along its walls were 
Tung few cards with large alphabetical letters and «lonely map 
for two that seemed to hve lost their way in the woods and 
fravled into this old school for shelter. In a certain section of 
anshard, after long discussion at un annual mectng, there was 
‘obtained from the department in Toroata a lobe about the sie of 
| croqust Ball, which, opening inthe centr, displayed the casera 
and western hemispheres. This addition to thelr ahool apparatus 
was considered marvellous acquisition, plcing that schoo in 
the font rank of eur educational system in that township. "There 
was no well except a hole dug in the woods; there, were po 
lowet there wns 9 school ytd, or eater the whole section may 
have been tid to bea schoolyard, since it all formed portion 

During summer the boys made sad avoe with those geometele 
cal ines inthe clay which fled the spaces between the logs in 
fonder to improve ventilation with the least amount of scene 
application. This mode of socuting fresh breezes {in the warm 


Peiod), laden with the aroma of the cedar swamp, had is 


Sisedvantages ia winter. What if trstees di visit the premises 
in late autumn with supply of glass and putyj wth spade and 
shovel to bank up the Bottom logs! What if they di laboriously 
‘owe p those apertures which the boys had with all de diligence 
‘opened in summer and would with all due diligence open again 
then next summer came round twas shally Ite ithe fly 
and the work was imperfectly done. In winter, when = cold, 



































(ren box stove, which stood near one endef the room, plied with, 
ee ont was red hot in every part, With hands and Tet 
Muwstched toward its glowing sides they vainly endeavored to 
dd warmth and comfort, which «chil wind whiting ia between 
fay und atthe sagged windows rendered impossible 

“When such were the conditions under which children of oir 
co poncers received ther meatal taining, there circumstances in 
‘onnction with tei teacher were uncomfortable indeed, He had 
femme ie. If varlety i the spice of lf, then the lives of those 
[uiteachoes mast indeed have been spicy. In other words he 
fRanded round amongst the settlers, bis period of Tocaton with 





school 
Th apron of hes i schists ware of = ian 
character to those who occupy such responsible positions jn our 


Shools of to-day, While young men and. women in this profes 





Ton nv make stepping-stone to other positions (not wo higher) 
The old teacher remained io until those whom he had trained 
tame forward with more energy ad pushed him aside. Although 
the standard of qualification ws not 0 high fa those days as is 
tow, many of the pioneer schoolmasters were men of culture 
ind wellgrounded attainments, Not infequenty” well educated 
fnd of good family i the old nnd, they came to this country, 35 
tmany lke them did, without any of those qualities which alone 








{ould ive them success im new settlement. Prospects of being 
the to obtain living when everything seemed against them 
romped them to seize with avidity an opportunity of humble 
Independence inthe teaching profession, Tews etter to be the 
rexplnt of a small stipend and board around, even when the 
‘ine was composed of beeshnut pore and potatoes, than not 10 
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board at all, Old teachers in this country, fly oF sixty years 
ago, were largely of this class, and took up the ere with prof 
to themstlves and certainly with advantage tothe people. Sete, 
quent to 1850 their condition was improved, in that they hod 
regular boarding places and were pid sated annual saline 

The standard of thee certieaes, however, remained about the 
same onl 1855. A new regulation ws intdaced at that porod 
Fecaling all the old certificates. Since the introduction of De 
Ryerson’s system, education had made considerable progress bows 
in Canada and the United States. During that period, therefore, 
several of those more advanced ideas from acrosr, the border hod 
‘naturally crept into Canada, and were fst being incorporated nto 
fur own system, It vas necessary. form maintenance of 
ficiency in cur schools that all new masters should beable to 
teach on more progressive principles. Examinations wor, thee 
fore held, demandiog a diferent standard of attainment fro those 
focmeriy required. This had the effect of removing, from the pos 
fession a large number of the old men, and eahancig. the 

Fora numberof years after his weeding out process, a scarcity 
of teachers rapidly enhanced the remuneration paid for thir se 
vices. In Blanshard as high ax Séoo per aantm was pu to cour 
potent men. This order of things continued until 188, when the 
highest point may be said to ave been reached. Since that time 


an average teacher is $376 for males and $280 for females, 


fom time 10 time —not, perhaps, for the purpose of securing 
beter teachers, since a high clas certificate does not neces 
sarily imply greter adaptability for teuching, but with a hope 
profersion. This policy of the department appears so. far to be 
Inefective. Its only perceptible cemlt has been a closer applic, 
ion by the student inorder that he might overcome the greater 
obstacle ig his way.” So the whis! moves on year after sem 





epveavion—renize senoots 8% 


turing ost ia undiminished numbers young aspirants for his 


honorable calling 
iis stcrted, and with some degree of rth Tlie, that 
inctensing numberof females gradsnting from our high schools, 
A proposing to earn a ivelhood as teachers, i largely revpow 
ible for a depreciation of salaries. ‘These young. aspirants, 
txious to take up the work, have adopted the enecrable principe 
that fo succeed they must bogin by offering ther services nt lower 
rates than those they intend to supplant. This plan of securing 
sitions is nota desirable one, fr the laborer is always worthy 
Of his hire, and for his ime should rosie falc and reasonable com 
Pensaton, It establishes a ad precedent as well According to 
this system an aspirant, who har been susvessfl fo obtaining 3 
situation, will be kel (0 lose tin the same way at next tm by 
a younger applicant. Be this ait may, it question now for 
people 9 consider whether sulcent remuneration i eld to 
Induce ficient service fom those already engaged. Will einduce 
sapable young men and women t9 enter the profession, or wl t 
‘tsi those already entered? "IF aot then let thove who have the 
fdacation of the rising generation in charge abe to it that a Ere 
tnd ireparabe injury is nt done 19 those whom nature has made 
‘pendent upon wy and who cannot in any way help themssives, 
‘Whatever may be our ideas regarding compensation paid ot 
work done by the teachers of thin eounty of, ieed, of Canada, 
thers can be only one opinion of that high moral fone which per 
vades the whole profession, from ite humblest member to those 
who sci its high places. "Among thourands of teachers in this 
ounty, the gretor tuber of whom are passing through a period 
of thee tives that ie considered the most eskles, a case of roms 
ness. or improper conduct is rarely known. That these. Young, 
ope, drawn from all clases ofthe community, should preserve 
9 high a standard of morality is most honorable to themselves, 
and thei influence for good must have a decided effect in the 
Schools over which they have Been called upon to preside 
Notwithstanding every efort made by old setlers to provide 
school buildings and apparatus for a proper education of the 





children, a report ofthe supesintendent of schools for 1849s sme 
bat path nd fil ns dectipton ofthe eoaon of 
things prevailing at thet period in Huron, Perth and Bruce. In 
‘without propee mapa requis only tobe named to men of ital 
ence tobe provounced an impoeblity, and yet 1 do not kow 
destitution of which Lapenk. "In many cases there fe not even 
swith the low standard of qualifestion of the geeat majority of the 
Teachers employed, it must be obvious thatthe fnstruction given 
to our youth i of « very inferior kind. I have no hope that 
proper apparatus will be speedy procured, uals a small rate 
bbe lad on school sections for that purpose, and we cannot obtain 
fof education into the Beld, and the dread af Being poid in district 

“iy chief fiat has been with the schoo! fund. ‘The balance 
of £sB, 1ge, 2d. of the assersment of if ie still doe by the 
trenmarerjand contequectly wih the exception of £3, 11x, 24d, 
i ail due the teachers for that year, 

At the last aneting ofthe district council it was ako decided 
that should the Canady Company pay thee portion of school 


‘money In debentures, the treasurer be instruct to pay it to the 


Superintendent in cash, as the teachers had salfered so much 
steady from their payments having been made in debentres, In 
council, this case [also applied to the warden, and Ua som 

The Goverament grant for the year 1848 amounted to £423, 
tin, dby but ie was paid in debentures, the Bank of Upper 
Canada charging por cent. discount. The whole of this prt 





ofthe fand as been pa except the sum of £65, 108, 7 appor= 
tioned to school section No. 2, South Easthope; the teacher of 
that section being an alien could not receive Government money.” 

"Respecflly but earnestly requesting the council fuse thee 
best exertions to put me im possession without delay of the above 
mentioned sums, that the teachers may be paid ther salaries 50 
Tong dae and inthe oly frm chat can supply their wants. {have 

Tan auditors’ eeport for the United Counties for 844, 1845 
and 1846, 4 balance was le in the hands ofthe superintendent 
amounting to £19, 163, of 

Necording to the detalled statement of 1847, the teachers 
hat x now the County of Perth had recived the following pay 
Irente:—James, Sheldon, Ellice, £5, ge James leard, South 
Easthope, 612, tos 3 Pr McLellan, Nowth Easthope, 66, 124; 
Janes Trow, 6, ton? A Amoey £5, 128A, Amoes, Zs 
tox} Gordon Meighan, Blarshard, is tis, ai{d.; ames 
Sheldan, Blanshardy £2, 168 W. Fr MeCallougt, 


Bins goo 3a; H. Hamilton, Dowie, £13, 3. 7 
Downie, 6, 95, 94. This acsount is certibed to by George 
Fraser and TB, Woodlif, auditors, and dated Feb'y sy 1848 
‘The total sum received. by the superintendent for 1847 war 
Lustig, tgs, 338d, of which amount £307, 96, 43a, a8 
Frovincal grant, and £777, $8, 6, grant from the disest, the 
Talance coming from other sources. 1 eleve thi i the east, 


SHstement tobe found regarding oar schools, the records covering 
4 period extending from Febrany, 1842, to Febrary, 2848, being 
Tost, a5 stated eloewhere, At the later mesting of the councl 
large sumber of now sections were formed in the southern part of 
the United Counties. I ave been unable to discover aay data 
trtich would indicate the remuneration paid tetchers for their 
Servos, The salary of the superntendeot, I find, was Bxed by 
Tyrlaw, paseed on the 1uth day of February, 1848, at £100 
heresy per sen. 

Tnno department isthe progress ofthis county more distinctly 
‘marked than in educational improvement. I the condition of our 








removed from thote circumstances set forth ia the quotation we 


have made from Me. Fletchers report. From that period when 


Mr. Daly and his associates in Goderich formed the fat sections 
in North and South Easthope ia 1842, up to 1873 a great change 


of Mr. William Alexander, school fospestor fortis county, the 
umber of sections in Perth was 101, while the tolal amount 
tcepended for schools was $4289. OF this amount the teachers 
feceived $30,619, the balance being for buildings and appliances, 
The average annual stipend paki to male texchers was $334, 
and for female teachers 243. The total aumber of children 
females was in Elice, $132 per annum. The number of brick 
school buildings was 21, of which 7 were in Blanshard, Build 
ings of stone Were , of which 3 were in Downie. Frame buildings 
sumbered 46, of which Mornington had 7 ; log tuldings 

county had 8§ Sabbath schools, with 4181 scholars and. 486 
teachers. The report issued by Mr. Wilkam Irwin in or shows 
marvellous changes ta hae taken place, particularly in ur school 
total number of schools a increased to" 111 and expenditure to 
860,157, of which atm the teachers received $36,625 the balance 
bing expended on buldings and appliances, exsepting such sal 
Salary is paid in Fullerton, amouating to 8300 por annum, ~The 
nverage slaty paid to males i 6376, and for females $280 per 
Annum, without boaed: Since the old days thee x a marked in 
Proverent in school blldings: The lay achoo! house is now seen 





builings, 10 of which are fn Blanshard and an equal number in 
Logan. OF stone there are 5 3 of which are in Blanshard 
Frame and concrete 29, Mornington and North Easthope having $ 
cach. The grenest change, however, occurs in schoo! population, 
While itis pleasing to ote that the number wot attending a0 
soo has allen from 1,012 In 3871 to 18 in. 1901» it a marvel 
lous circumstance ‘hat chia af schoo! age. in thi. county, 
sotwithstanding an increase in popultion during that period, has 
Ascrensed from 1,497 12 66:8. Whatever may be the cate of 
this state of sar, the most ordinary oheever will deplore thie 
fac, that while our advanced education and higher craton 
fave boon productive of grest good in raising cur people to a 
Ihe plane, suely it has ot been an uned good, Tt appones 
twhave sot human nature at defiance in a decreased brthrate, 
This condition of afaies wil destroy home lie i. which Hes the 
safety ofthe state. Tt will destroy the fine actions and. sym 
Duties of our mature ia bringing about an absence ‘of those 


jects which are constantly appeing 19 them. This is grave 
Social matter, which either religion nor moral philosophy wil 

We believe that in a progressive county, such as Peet, these 
anges will be constanty operating until Our system of school 
sections becomes superseded hy one graded schoo a each mune 


tipalty. “Tho advantages arising from this plan would be very 
rea. Economically i would place on an ‘ouitable basis all 
taxation, and make those privileges which ought to, but donot, 
‘st nor cannot exist, under our present method, equal tall. 
ur enstng schoo! ln, excellent asi is in several of its detail, 
as outlived! many conditions its promoters designed it should 
Serve. ‘There is no other law on the statute book of Ontario, 
ald to be an epitome of equal eights, in which thote is Tene 
qulty than inthe School Act, That principle exnts fn theory 

Whee one pupil has to walk to miles to receive exactly the 
‘aine mental training that another pupil receives ky walking few 
Yards, there is certainly no equality. A pupil near a school may 





sete rey day the pul atm ditance pays pias tat 
Simatic cons prevent ti from mating seat Tha 
{Sa porto this pee, hh abl be eal ta 
No ratpayer has aight to pay higher tx than anther rate 
payer where bth propesis are equally rated in assert. At 
preseat scarcely any two pay alte even i rated the stne, ‘The 
Tegisatore as ecogszed this anomalous sooion, and enacted 
tn amendieot tothe School Act etabling an etal rte to Be 
iesied im roral municipalities for shoo! purposes, which 10 = 
Tite extnt sien the evil Ta a seton where sna lage 
tao lve ruse, ton chargoe on farm ends apport 8 


for that continuous exodus of farm boys from agecltual life 
While we have no sympathy with the doleful whine constantly 
manating from many well-intentioned and decent people oo this 
Susstion of boys leaving the farm, yet = system of education 


Calculated to retain young, energetic boys and girl on our concer: 
fon lines would bean auvantage.  ASit oat presen, they pass on 
from the country school ato the high school in town. Now, the 
family circle is Broken, Home iofience may linger in ther hearts 
for 8 time, but new scenes, new companions, new (endshipe 
frew up ike weeds erousd them, choking out recollections of 
ome on the old farm. "Old Bab,” on whom they rode after the 
cows in the morning, i forgotten, or remembered only shame 
facedly as «passing thought. The old dog, too, careless of his 
feeord atthe woow-chack's hole, and les ina dwame of slp on 
the verandah. The boys are away tothe high school, and he is 
flowie without hie companions, ‘Their environment, their ss0- 
‘lates, ther aspirations are suddely changed. Their Soancil 
Support is sll drawn from the old farm, and they have the advan= 
ages pecullar to centres of population. The light of their young 
life beams on them ; they ae too young to know of its shadows 
Twn seems to thee innocent minds tobe the ideal place in thx 
‘world ad that quit spot in the country suffers by compariaon 





















Inall too many instances, when a boy has worn shining” shoes on 
4 granolithic sidewalk, his neck ornamented with a high collar 
and low te, his hands in hid gloves, and his hale banged le 
‘mode, whatever may be his success at high school the chances 
fre he wil return to the od farm no moe, 

A graded school in each township would largely, i not entirely, 
‘overcome these dificultes. Boys and ils attending’ a graded 
School, which, of course, would take the pase af highschool in 
teaching’ the higher branches, would rei in thee own homes 
under home influence. While they could mest witha large nam 
ber of other boys and girls from every cotner of the municipality, 
the tendency in all communications would be, not to decry farm 
Bt, but rather to foster desir fr #. Where a pupil developed 
fan inclination or an adaptability for other pursuits than agrcal= 
tues he could feave his township schoo! for the university. The 
tendency would be, however, fr him to. engage in farm lif, as 
being the most independent, if not the most exciting, vocation 
The best stall of teachers obtainable would be brought into 
requisition, Their remuneration would he such as fo feain 
hem in the profession. One building, would sufice in place 
of many. Tasation for education would be equal forall 
‘The privileges of all would be equal. The pupil who was 
stant from a school, being taken there in "2. comfortable 
sonveyance, could not suffer Inmpudence of gros conduct 








Profanity or other small vices, of which boys ate sometimes 
sully in going to and from school, could not oscur, A 
mall farm could be managed is connection with such an 
institution, with an observation plot and an experimental station, 
in each municipality, which would be of enormous benefit, not 
cnly tothe pupil, but othe farmers themacives, A great saving 
‘ould be made to many ofthe farming community whe send thee 
shildrento high schoo, preparstory to their entering. the univers 
sity. These are only a few advantages underlying this new 
system. The whole subject is one well worthy our most searching 
investigation and th earsest consideration of educationists a this 
country. The time appears close at hand when these changes 


















oat apaem in ural itt, and by aforing easy and cheap 


sert; her educatonists must Keep flly abreast of tho time if 
this countey is ever to be. what we hope i will be, and what we 





(CHAPTER VL 


Under ordinary conditions the highways of « municpaiy afford 
<istinctive evidence ax to the progressive or progressive Sethots 
ts people. As a man’s garments indicate his character to some 
stent, a8 the appearance of «farm isthe reflex of the tht ond 
‘nifalible indication of that skill and industry put forward he 
those concerned in ther construction. In a sellemont wher, 
people are idle and unambitious, its highways afford abundant 
fidence of that fact. On the other hand, where asters, an 
termined to succeed facilities for transportation occupy thels 
tention ax x means of eahancing their prfits, the outcome of 
which is son discoverable inthe improvement af roads 

Inthe history of every municipality there has been) a. period 
when good roads wore practically impossible under the conditions 
htsinig in all new ‘counties. "Such was the enue in: Posh 
{County sixty years ago, and for many years subsequent improve, 
ment was a difficult task and could only be overcome by eevetant 
eesverance and severe toil, “The fest_atlompe ne road making 
Suing old pioneer days was in opening the Huron road, extending, 
from Wilmot to Lake Huron. This highway, surveyed tn. 18a, 

1 was not ill 1852, notwithstanding: Mr, Gal's efforts, that 
thin cond could be considered passable even under favorable’ cree 
ions, as far west as Stratford. Inthe winter of 1831 contects 
‘ad ben given to several partis fr constructing bridges and lay, 
lag crossways in the great swamps through whic pened 
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“These crosays east of Litle Lakes wore made by two brothers, 
named Cody.” West of Little Lakes as far asthe Avon in Strat 
fords the work was dove by a person named Bronson, Cody 
Irothers were paid $1.50 per rod for their work, and accepted 
land in payment st $150 por acre. Thus every rob of corduroy 
in that section cost the Canada Company one acre of land, What 
tect may be said a tothe value of land, $t,50 obtained for 
onstructng a od of crossway was aall remuneration indeed 
West of the River Avon, as far as Seabach's hill this road was 
cleared by @ person named Hull, From Seebach’s westward to 
Mitchell « German samed Overhole was contractor. A good story 
1s told of this genleman and Col, VanEgmond, who had the 
contracts forthe whole work, Kappears a diflerence of opinion 
‘xised Between them as to their agreement, Me. Overholt demand 
ing lager amount for bis labor than Vank.gmend was willing 
to pay. After vigorous expostulations on Both sides, Overall 
threatened an appeal to the law. “Lave,” replied bis opponent, 
‘there is no aw here.” "Dot vas shust ghd," responded the 
‘other, "if deve vas no lew, dere vas no condemeashuns,” and he 
proceeded to demonstrate in x practical way the feasibility of this 
this old soldier ofthe empire he soon found it beter ocala troce 
in the fronts of Canada 
Subsequent tothe survey ofthis road and a range of lots fr 


ing iton both sides, a further survey was made of the Gore of 
Downie ia 1832. Passing through this section i the Embro zoad, 
at that period second in importance in Perth County. For & 


Aescription of this leading thoroughfare we refer our readers to & 
feport of Mr. Monteith, an overseer of highways in 1842. Upon 
Completion of the survey of Downie in 183 and 1839, this road 
twas extended through Blanshard to n point where a few years 
later sprung up the village of Litle Falls, now St. Marys, Rapid 
progress was fubsequently made by this ew trade cents cresting, 
heavy tac over this highway, and it sooo Became one of the 
‘most important in the county.” ‘The Mitchell road, extending 





ons ~ 


through Blanshard to Mitchel, was not opened tll 85, and the 
Thames road a year later. The northern gravel road extending 
from Stratford through Gadshill to Topping in Mornington, the 
Logan road, the centre road in Hibbert, the Mitchell road t0 
Rosteldale, the road extending fom Shakespsase to Hampstead, 
vere opened through prierity of settlement rather than Irom aay 
plan adopted by the Canada Company or municipal authorities, 

The system adopted in pioneer days for opesiog and making 
ighwaye was undoubtedly the best that could have been pt fn 
practice under the cigcumstances. To have built such roads even 
fs then existed, by axes levied, would have been impossible, o at 
Tess would have made progress extremely slow. ‘There was 80 
money ia circulation to fy taxes, and the only medium current ia 
Ineerchanging commasitis was energy and muscle "These quali 
His were at once laid under tribute and made available for tax 
ating purposes thus dacharging a levy which could not have 
Teen met inany other way. This is the underlying principle of 
ffatute labor. It alforded a settler the opportunity of discharging 
animportant obligation by work, which Would have been impos: 
Sibi for him to do from his purse. To that part of pioneer 
belongings, the old adage was most appropriate: "dx vk, mii? 
Bt" "Out of nothing, sothing comes 

‘The plan of forming road divisions or beats adopted by district. 
‘councils subsequent to 1848 and meded, changed or extended by 
‘manisiatities under authority of the Aet of 1850, was atts ncep- 
tion a gret sucess, serving @ usefel purpose in its adaptability 
to conditions. The power vested in an overser of highways, 
passing from one ratepayer to another in turn, added dignity as 
tral sequence of authority, which was always appreiated, i 
sometimes abused, There was but litle eoom for a divergence 
in opinions ragarding nich work as could be dose in a ew oun. 
ley. track was blazed by the surveyor where the roadbed had to 
te, and, unless insurmouneable dificult barred is. Way, on 
this ine the highway was copstracted,  Roadmaking was begun 
by chopping and clearing the allowance marke or roud purposes, 
‘making crossways through swamp, and bulking log bridges over 





streams, This work required Ble sill and no scentie know= 
Tedge. "An oversee, oF pathmaste, called out his men ance in each 
feat to pay thls tain labor, which consisted in simpy chopping 
nd logging a roadbed, Making crossways was a laborious p 

tthe ejntem, and even when construction was performed io the 
best posable manner scarcely rendered passable mudoles nearly 
Timpartable before. There was this ference, however, that while 











ft Backwoedsman was in danger of losing himself and oxea in an 
Cinknown depth of mud, be dncurced a risk of less. degree on the 
rouway in destroying Oo his sled and breaking his imbs and 
he limbs of his oxen. Corduroy roads were pecliarto backwoods 
fits and, by aerial intervention of fte to nothing else- In thelr 
onstruction, fogs ffom ton t0 fourteen inches in diameter were 
Eat ito lengths of eighten fst, hauled into the roadbed by oxen, 
snd lid close together parle to eachother across the roadway 
A work of this Kind was necestary in swamps only, which in eaty 
days were much more frequent, and of greater magitude than 
ould be realized by an observer of tovlay. When the greatest 
Cire had been observed in placing these timbers as cose together 











Sr porsiey the interstices between them would be of such & 
fo tenvellers on foot. After year or two had passed aay earth 
from the sides was thrown up as a covering, but sil om 
arp consisting of vegetable mater di but lite to improve this 

During eight or ten yours subsequent to clearing a toad allow 
ance, no progress could be made and constriction may be said to 
have Beew at a standstill, Great stumps yet mained, obstructing 
a eforts at improvement. These old relics of the forest seemed 





ood mayhap for hundreds of year. A single narrow path= 
tray for sled or ox-cart threaded its courte here and there amongst 
Jose stumps, over great root and kaolls dawn into mudholes 
ver which a pir of oxen crept ata sail’ pace, with a few bag 
Stowheat to mil, ofa trough fll of black alte to trade at some 











grocery for such necersaries ax would keep the wolf from the 









hasty door. uring autumn and in sping roads were impas- 
isle Through thie steal mud, along an latecate passageway, 
‘hiss obstructions which defied almost every attempt at progress, 
{he patient, overtaned oxen slowly crawled on thelr weary 3a: 
IN thei heads trudged another ox, bending beneath his burden of 
Steemitting toi. There. was only this dstinction between the 
biped and the quadruped he drove, he who stood erect had hope 
fae oxen none.” So men are pleased to say. Sach were th roads 
in pioneer days 

Trvas not, thersforg il after the stumps had decayed, and they 
oul be cemoved, tht implements for grading were brought into 
feauisiton, This introduction of grading appliances albo iat 
heed difcenses of opinion amongst overscers regarding proper 
Incthods of road copraction, which as been source of conten 
tion ever since. A want of regular system ia roadmakiog. has 
boon productive of reat waste of labor, retarding opeations 
bby more effective methods, which might have been introduced 
by those whose. knowledge was in advance of the ordinary 
fetter, In looking back over his work during sixty years 3 
is scarcely fair tothe old pathmaster £0 sayy if this is all you 
hve accomplished your labor must have been largely wasted 
It would be equally fe to say you have bosn purchasing imple 
ments for your fart for a half cenary, stil you have accumlated 
‘no more than actully necessary, therefore your money has Been 
Tasted. There was a grest good in the old system that cleared 
cadheds, made crossways, Bll bridges, graded and gravelled 
oade without any ssientie knowledge or particular alll- Io this 
‘work of the old pathmastr, inexperienced at he was, We are 20t 
frre that he didnot do more, but rather that he has done so 
telly There, doubles, has been a waste of labor for want of a 
Trifarm system, but not 10 the extent some would wish us to 

During a period extending onward from our first setiement 
foe eight or ten years there was no waste of labor, Time was lost 
to some extent, perhaps, fom this fact that beyond clearing. @ 
roadway no improving could be done. About 1865 a system of 





_raveling by statute abor was introduced since which there has not 
bon a great waste, under these old plans, although far fom being 
satisfactory. In the interregnum between the removal of stumps 
and completion of grading the greatest waste of labor occurs, 


Opinions of pathmasters regarding construction operations were 


feequenty fae apart, much ofthe work done beng ef a temporary 


character. Culverts and bridges constructed with timber require 
think, sts to wor and dentro all hat bis predversor had dove 
constructing road welleroned inthe entre of perhaps eighteen 
the former pathmnster made the rand to high and too narrow, 
and he accordingly substitutes bis own plan, dextroying very 
effectively all hat had been accomplished ring two years pr 
Proper mths of drainage were not conidered of sfiient 
dot rarvive a winter's frost ort spring food. When the reshet 
tad pasted away this plese of armatcue work would very likely be 
iving ins esp, preventing public trafic, and efectvely choking 
the stent wat intended fo convey. Wherever stone sould be 
ry sone wal. This was economia, ft not lve a fare, the 
Swelling a complete wreck 

Ta 854 aaystem of gravel ads wis introduced by the county 
‘expended. On those roads tollgates wore erected, where cetn 
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moans ves 


rater wore exacted for keeping them ia separ and reimbursing the 
curl forts ceginal outs, The advantage arising from these 
foals soon became apparent t0 the settler, who, as soon as 
rcumstances would. permit, adopted the plan of gravelling all 
township roads by statute labor. The cealt of this movement 
crontuated in all roads being in equally as ood condition as tol 
Fonds, which soon suffered a trious diminution of tae 

‘While these progeeasive measures were being arsed out the 
inndaptablty of statute labor became apparent in another ieee 
tion, leading to inconvenience as well as waste of time and money 

ature ia her operations ad not made deposit of road material 
cxactly where they should have been made in order to facilitate 
foad constuction on economical lines. Indeed, she had been some- 
‘what capricious inthis department, storing he git a ridges and 
pockets equently far part. In thove divisions, therefore, which 
tere fortunate ip having abundance of gravel easy of access 
Jmpeoventent in roads was rapid, In other sections, where they 








were far from these conveniences, improvement was languid nd 
slow. Close prosimity toa gravel pit ed to heaping on of that, 
material year after ear, respective of trac datmandsy until the 
roadbed was raised so high and narrow, that texms could only 
pos with difculty and ot without some danger. "On the thet 
fhnd, those divisions which were not contiguous toa gravel pit 
were in bad condition otherwise their statute labor had to De 
largely supplemented by special grants from township funds in 
onder to ensure their maintenance in reasonable repair. In the 
fist cate money and the roadway were both wasted, and in the 
Second case funds granted 





virtually thrown away, wherens by a proper distribution of the 
‘ole Work it Would have heen found ample forall 

at apart from these incongruites ating out of this statute 
labor system, the pracple by which i was applied, and thone 
methods adopted by: municipal councils generally in aetanging a 
Sle ofastessment apliable to every catepayer, were (without 
Prejudice tothe honest and integrity of township officals) unr, 
fi and contrary to those peincples which underly municipal 
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ee ee 
very dy Ife, Wherever monicpallgislation touches matter of 
or ilaod terenme duties to. any appreciable exteat. Where 
‘on propery, it wl be found that such power is given to protert 
Teal estate already contributing to the micipal treasury 

Sucha scale of statute labor tax as that adopted by nearly all 
municipalities, set these important principles at defiance, and was 
Certainly in contravention of all essential Meals of equality 
Tt certainly disriminated etwoen large and small property owners 
in a mannoe detrimental to those having stall holdings, who woe 
Tikly least able to protect themaslves, Every day's work was held 
tobe equal t9 one dolla. Any sale of statute labor, therefore, 
‘hich imposed three days, or thir equivalent ($3.00) on 5 rat. 
for statete labor, they are quite near enough those existing is 
many owuniipalties to ilusteate the principle on which this tax 
altogether indelensible, except on the score of expediency (a 
langerous priciple in legislation), but itis not the only bad 
feature ofthe system. "Aline of demarcation in ascending from 
fone day's work to another had tobe drawn at some fixed amount 
‘of taxation, which in itself was a great hardship Those property 
holders aseated to say 1,300 had tree day labor. A neighbor 
‘he ine fixing the number of days being deawn at the former 
fanount, and tm incroment of Sve dollars sbore”eaaling” aa 
sigional day, and so 0a throughout. I ibe noted, therfore, 


from these figures that an arrangement of this kind made the 


sssessr arbiter of considerable portion ef municipal taxation 





By raising a ratepayers assessment in so small a sum as five 
dlars, near the line of iferentia fixed by bylaw, he could dd 
to or diminish his taxation oe dollar per anu, "By this means, 
itis apparent, he could affect the taxation of a municipality to x 
great degree, a power neither the Assesment oe Muiipal Act 
rer itended he should control, 

These inconsistencies and unfair conditions in working the 
statute labor system of taxation were quite apparent to municipal 
‘councils fora numberof years Belore any one was bold enough to 
suggest a more equitable plan, Discussions at township notin, 
tions had been Kept sp with animation and. sprit ia: many. 
imunicpaitis without any soltion of the diffi, and while 
numbers objected, none appeared able to point out or ormalate a 
better pln. Those aspirants to seat at the board, who had 
aulvoated certain measures to supers that already in operation 
hile notin power, i they were elected, became at nce etisent 
and temporzing in their conduct. Thai plano, lke Bob Acres’ 
courage, cored out at ther Banger endss when the mantle af 
respoosiility was Ini on thee shoulders 

Tr was not therefore, tll the Goverament appointed what is 
sow known as a “Good Roads Commissioner of Highways” in 
the person of Mr. A. W. Campbal, that those arguments affect 
lg statute labor began to take form and effec Repeated 
Mmonitions from thi officer seeed to be lke the verter fon 
anatomical gure that hold integuments in positon unt the lovee 
of cohesion evolves a new Body lanshard, in Perth county, was 
first to move. Although discussions had been eld fom year to 
year regarding a change, i came more rapid at last than fr most 
Sanguine promoters expected. The council of 1899 were aculy 
all young men, which to some extent may account for so rapid 2 
realization ofthis new system. It was a bold stoke, therefore, 
When a their irst meeting they, by a single motion, declared that 
the abolition of statute labor was sft, and that in Blanshard the 
‘id plan of roadmaking, which had been in force for sity years 
bd outlived its usefulness, and was now ony a relic ofa past age, 
This motion was no embodiment of s hal€ measure: It declared 





and established abolition as a correct principle, Commutation 
‘ould not have removed the dificulty of unfair taxation, as st 
down inthe scale of statute Inbor, t0 which reference has een 
made. "Abolition transferred all expenditure on higheeays levied 
2 Iahor tax into ordinary disbursements, the demands for which 
trou be dlacharged by a fur and equitable asecnement o rate of 
"Seaton eed al rab rope the mnie 
thus retaining’ the old injstice in a new form. Abolition 
‘has now been sopted in Downie. Fullarton has also abolished 
statute labor. Other municipalities ia Perth are stil on the 

‘So radical a change, in an old established system, could nat be 
carried out without giving offence to « portion of the electorate, 


two were affected by ies operations, To remave from a tree an 
ld branch which, though displaying evidences of failing vigor, 
Sil retain mich. witnlty, aanot be accomplished without 
fisturbing the parent stem, fom which it draws its life exp and 


may adopt one ofthese methods : Fist by statute labor second, 
by commutation; and third, by abolition, al roads being maintained 
by the general fund. Regarding the frst, as all are sufficiently 
seuainted with ts operation, no explanation is necessary, further 
than to post out its unfsimess. In the Municipal Act a scale ie 
Ikid down for performance of statute Inbor, imposing. eertin 
‘nvr of aja ou cach totepeyer in propos 19, saab 
property. Authority is given by this Act to municipal council 
habling them to vary this scale, insuring a more perfect adap. 
Abity to local conditions. Nearly all council have avaled 
themealves of this privilege, each authorizing a scale for ies owe 
convenience, In Blanshard, a8 firly cepescating this stem of 





statute labor tax ia a modied form, the subjoied scale will 
strate the ijustice ofthis principle 
Aratepayer owning oo seres Of land, pesformed 13 days 


A house and lot worth 8250 
Land salve in every case to be $50 per ars 

By this scle, i Is apparent, the burden of texation falls 

ctnohalybewrin on = pr ee Hees ow bis peighoe Bp 

mutation ata xed sum per diem, conditions remain exactly 

ts before.” During got, in Blanshard, aixbursements for 

tuintenance and improverents of roads under sboltion amounted 


qo 55 cena for each days labor applied under the old sytem 


Under commutation, therefore, we obtain the following results 
soo acres 13 days at 5 cents per diem 87.15 
House and lot at $250 sto 
commutation, we Fd a grest discrepancy’ in taxation a favor of 
the lange retepayer,incressing im proportion as we descend in 
‘material wealth until we rach the house and Tot, on whose owner 
Fess the greatest burden 
‘An equitable adjustment of this whole system is found in 
bolton, snd it can exist inno other." By applying this principle, 
therefore, where all disbursements for roads are taken from a 
ener fund set apart for improvements; an equal rate being 
levied and collected on all on basis of assesment, we id +— 


Amount levied on 0 acres Ste.50 


These figures require ao comment, as ustrating the practical 
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working of abolition methods in contradistnction to statute labor, 
and cant fal to impess the reader with its equitable oaults to 
All sections ofthe peopl. 

‘Daring the las fn years rest improvements have been made 
in rond construction machinery, The place ofthe old road scraper 
in use crerpwhere. This machine, which was moved formery by 
horres is now worked By a traction engine, a ery great improve: 
tient on teams It has been found to be more economical, easly 
than can be done by horses, In 1901, 8 grader worked by hersot 
in Blanchard improved fifteen miles of roadway at a cost of $19.00 
per mile, In got the same machine worked by a traction engine 
Improved thety-ive miles of roadway at n coat of $420.00. oF 
Stavoo par mile, thus making a saving of S7-00 per mile, and with 
eter results 

Ta Blaha toagrae hai oes nat the “sacs 6 
material applied for maintenance of the leading. highways 
Repeated application of yravel has been found quite inadequate 
informing good roadbed, under a snstant wearing By Reavy 
trafic. Operating the road grader along the edges of the 
fondway, thus removing all accumulations of worn ost material 
J decided improvement, prodcing an easy curve to the erowa 
tthe roadbed, affording an ample grade for superBaous moist 
esining off to the water tables ly applying crushed stone €o a 
ol hus prepared, fom twelve to fourteen fest wide, and four 
teen iaches deep in the centre, f somewhat expensive, a durable 

‘When stone can fe obtained this system, although tay fll 
short of those methods adopted by Macadam, willbe fund a great 


this county. The cost of road constructed inthis manner has 
not exceeded in Blanchard 81,200.00 por aie, inching rent of = 
willbe carried on bythe council until ll roads over which pass 
hheaey trafic have been reconstructed on this system, AE t0 





making and keeping im repair highways jn url sections, this 
method of applying broken stone would be unnecessary. Trafic 
tn thee roads comparatively ight, and «moderate quantity of 
rove! applied annually, with an occasional application of the 
froder in talstainiog'n.peoper descent to tho water tables, wil 
be found quite ample in retaining them in n good state of cepa 

le may be asserted, however, that progress towards goad rand, 
under any system, will be slow s0 long as tralfc fs moved on 
‘arrow waggon tives, now almost universally used. Even ia 
sections coasteucted with broken stone, where drainage i fly 
food, a number of heavy waggons passing and re-pasting every 
4sy, soon cut the best material Into parallel Hines, thus forming 
recepicles for retention of water, so injurious to. a. roadbed 
People seem to he very conservative in character regarding tras 
portation facilites, and while marvellous improvements have taken 
place in agricultoral implements and farm methods, the old marow 
Sraggon Ure romaine the same. To compl ll 1 use wide ties, 
bylaw, would bediieul Any principle of coercive legislation, 
When it touches home ie, i always lke on with suspicion, at 
Anintererence by a corporate body in what may be considered 


ng effect. Blanshacd 


Private matters, and has rather an feta 
oun to overcome this deity, have, witha philosophy worthy 
‘Femulation by all municipalities, introduced plan which will 
doubtless solve the problem of wide tires easily, cheaply” and 
‘flectivly. In order to change out present system of transport= 
‘tion on narrow tres, they are passing’ no coercive legislation, but 
have adopted a more plausible and philanthropic, method ia 
bonusing. Every ratepayer who procures new vehicle to be 
sed in heavy trafic Tecives from the municipality m premium 
of, sty, 8500, and for any alterations made in wane already ia 
sy a smaller amount. "A claim made under thie by-law, to be 
vali, must be based on evidence thatthe tres on which applicant 
is entitled to receive a bonus are not Tess than four inches in 
width. “The coaceasus of opinion amongst our ratepayers 
‘garding this important moverneat is strongly in favor of such 
change, and is adoption cas only bea matter ofa few pene, 





While the introduction of broad tires and the application of 
broleen stone would largoly improve our roads, it may be that 
slimatic condilons obtaining in this country would preven, in 
some degree, that ficiency ever being attained which iso 
‘parent io Europe, Climatic influences may seem more favour. 
fable in Canada because of less rainfall. Stil, nthe British 
Islands, where the humidity is much greater than here, iti 
largely neutralized by a proper system of drainage inthe road bed 
poy ay nd der coat tem of ode wagon 

We tlie, however, thatthe improvement f highways will be 
‘matter of fas importance ina few years than at present. There 
ja'no doubt that Perth County ison the eve of a system of electric 
roads radiating (fom business centres over leading. highways, 


‘hich will displace «large amount of tafe bsing moved under 


‘xisting conditions. By adopting the electric car In transporting 
fret prodooe: Ir wilbe moved. at los sect than at pesvent 
over ir est edn, Ts in lf wall prods age 
in rural sections, a4 well as furnishing. electric light to. those 
Willages through which such radial roads may pas By thor 
supplying a comfortable and commodious means of travel in 
rural districts at cheap rats, i would promote a desice amongst 
‘our people to avail themselves of such conveniences, that 
Sestroying to. great extent the isolation of farm Ie.” The 
‘would again improve the farmer's sosal condition by bringing him 
into closer contact with those with whom it might be to. his 
advantage 19 anocite, thus broadening his views, extending his 
intana of plenaore, by promotion of tes thongs and ameniat 
Which make for the advancement and ameliogston of the roe 

Ts this county are ten and women st ving wad stil vigorous 





who followed the blaze into the trackess forest, and who may ia 
the near future roll along that same forest path ina locurcasiy 
sppoited electric eae, surrounded by all that ean make lie jor, 

Ah Gloriows ending to pioneer dys! ANY Marvellous 
progres; inconceivable in #9 short a period of ine 





CHAPTER VIL 


Mr, Read Burritt who practiced lw in Prescott, and for two 
Parliaments had been a member thereof, wat appointed the frst 
County Court Judge ofthe County of Perth. He took the cath of 
fice ts Judge of the County Cours on the 2th day of January, 
18g5, before the Tete Job J. E, Linton, then Clerk of the Peace 

Hie. Charles Robinson hed Besn about the same time appointed 
‘County Judge ofthe then new County of Lambton. ‘These gentle 
tren exchanged paces, and Mr. Robinson was on the 7th day of 
October, 1833, sworn in as Jodge of the County Court of the 
County of Porth, and Ms Burritt became Judge of the County 
of Lambton 

Mn, Robinson teed of Stratford, and induced is brother judge 
to reeashange and be as they were, Mr, Robinson continued as 
JFedge of the County of Lambton until his retirement at a very 
davanced age about five years ago, and ix now dead. In afer 
Sours when asked the renson for his retursing to Sarnia fudge 
Robinson was wont (although a very temperate man), 9 tel at 


fis own expense, that when hs would be taking his toddy a night 


‘et might caps when living in Stratford, he was disturbed by the 
‘ogy inthe pond and in the surrounding neighborhood ; that he 
Conclude! he could not stand what seemed him to be the whole 
brute creation singing : “The Jooge is toak!” “The Jooge is 
from!" "The. Jooge is twonk!” ("The Judge is drunk 
the Judge is rune” "The Judge i drunk!) 

Mr: Burts, on the 16th April 1855, took the oath of office 
again as Judge of the County Court of the County of Perth, and 














several Division Courts and Swrroyate Court of the County, and 
bed hese offces until his death in the midsummer of 1864)" Tie 
wes mucseded by the late Mr. Daniel Home Liar, whe Ioog 
practiced in the County, and was then County Crown Atornae 

Mr. Lisars took the ith of offce as Judge of the Coney 

Court and several Division Courts aad Suentgate Court op 

County of Perth, on the joth August, 1864, and continued week 

Until his resignation, shortly tefove’ the appoiotnest cf al 

James Peter Woods, Q. C., who wns sworn fe as Judge on the 

znd November, 1886. He in torn resigned, and was, toecceded 

on the std January, 1898, by Mr John Augustus Bartow Gene 
resent County Judge, who took the oath of fe om the sik 
January, 1898 

Teas become necesstry in the history of the County oaly on 
three occasions to have a Deputy Judge appointed. The rey ot 
sich appointments was that of the late Mer Egerton Fiske Rye 
on, on the 248 Apri, 185g; then the late Robert Smith, OC oy 
the 11th June, +88), and that of Me. George Gordon McPherson 
2C., on the 20th day of February, tga 

never fil to the lot of anyone ofthese gentlemen to dicharge 
for any length of time the duties of the afice, ‘The appoininetee 
were merely temporary during. the illness or absence of the 
respective Judges forthe County atthe tine 

The General Sessions of the Peace were frst opened on the sth 
of Apri 185, at Stratford, before Read Buri, Beye, Judgent 
the County Court of the said County of Perth, Robert Mere 
Alexander Grant, James Rankin, Alexander Mitchell ond Setenry 
Fiyfogle, Justices ofthe Pesce, 

‘The frst Commission ofthe Peace for the County of Perth bears 
date the 31st day of December, #852, und, following the saciny 
Practice, named the High Court Judges, members ofthe Excentng 
Council and the Legislative Council, alongwith other promincee 
residents in the County, a= Justices of the Peace. These others 
wero: Read Burst, Esquire, Judge of our County Court of nor 
County of Perth, Joha CW. Daly, Andtew Heine, 
Kastner, Willams F 





Peter 
McCulloch, Danie! McPherson, Jot 







































Spating, John Sebring, George Wood, John Stewart, Thomas 
Brown, Alexander Grant, James Renkin, Alexander iam, 
Peter Crerar, John Mclntsre, Adam Seegmiler, Joh Sharman, 
Thomar Daly, Alexander F- Mickle, John Thompson, Thomas 
Christie, Alexander Mitchel, John “Zinkan, Alesander Fisher, 
Joh Corts, Sebastian Feyfogie, Willam Cossey, Peter Woods, 
Matthew Nelson, Alesander Harrington Ors, Andrew Monteith, 
Jacob Weave der Gourlay, Robert Henry, Robert Balan 
tyne, James Hill James Beown, Robert Porteous, Andrew Morgan, 
Peter McCann, Robert Donkin, Donald Cameron, James, K. 
CClendinning, Eaward Long, Wiliam Moscip, William Barron 








Alexan 








snd John Fitygerald, Esguires, 





This Best Coure was opened by reading this commission, and 
also the proclamation setting apart the County of Perth by 
Aisuiting it Fem the United Counties of Huron, Perth and Brace, 
fad constitting it an independent County, ‘The proclamation was 
slso dated the srt December, 1852. It was made in pursuance of 
12 Victoria, chap. 78, and another Act passed the sume year 
hap. ob, which ected thatthe population ofthe Couaty of Perth 
exceeded 12,000, and. from its geographical position it was 
fexpediont that provision Se mace for its separation from said 
Union without wating tl tx population should be such a equiv 
by the roth seston of such mentioned. Act. 

A this sitting of the Court the late John J. E. Linton, fst 
Clerk ofthe Peace, acted as Clerk, The late john A. McCarthy 
long Chief Constable of Steatfrd, was appsiated Crier of the 
Court a offce he held util bis death, 

Robert Kay, afterrards Gaoler, was also appointed to be High 
Constable. There were fiy-one constables appointed 

“Municipal institutions and government inspection at this early 
ate had not so far developed ts to deprive the Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace of some of their ancient powers aod functions that 
‘now have ceased to exist. Hence we find enties like the fllow- 
fing in the records of that Court 

The Gaolr's salary was fixed at £80 per annum, to be paid 
‘quarterly, and it was resolved “that it be his duty also for this 














salary todo the washing forthe prisoners (not debtors, snd the 

The late Dr. Hyde was appointed Gaol Surgeon, at £12, tos 
per annum, nelading for atendance and medicine 

‘On the 6th January, 1854 it was ordered by the Magistrates 
“The Magistrates consider that owing to the rae in provisions 
ths cost of allowance to the prisoners fae board he increased, ad 
they ordered thatthe sum of 60, 75, 6d, per week be allowed as 
tour for each prisoner til next session” 

Spesal Sessions were held from time to ime forthe examination 
of matics, and on one oscasion after the prisoner Had been in 
{aol forfour months, the Special Session terminated by this 
"The Magistrates looked at some of the Acts eelating to lanes, 
and they separsted without givog. avy ordera’” A. postcript 
fates that JC. W. Daly afterwards came and went with olhee 
Magistrates to the gaol, and that the Sheriff afterwards. sd he 
ad bean directed to dlacharge the peisoner. 

'A Special Session of the Magistrates was held at the Clete of 
the Peace offce on the 1sth September, 1854, #9 consider the 
escape of Lorenzo Talbot fom gaol, and Gaoler John MColl was 
‘eosred fr his conduc in the penises, 

The escaped prisoner refered to above seems to have been 
secaptaredand tn order for £20 was given to Leonard Blackburn 
of Chatham, asa reward therefor. 

Dison Courts At the sittings on the 6th April 1853, His 
‘Worship, the Charman, and Alexander Hamilton, William Cossey, 
Andeow Monteith, Robert Henry, J.C. W. Daly, Wiliam 
Sith, Peter Woods, Alexander Grant, John Sharman, Alxander 
Michel and James Rankin are recorded as present, when the 
Court 00k into consideration the division of the County for 
Division Court purposes, and it was ordered that there should 
te five visions 

The fest dvision to consist of all that pt of the township of 
North Easthope west ofthe line between lots 25 and 25and south 
‘ofthe road between the Sth and th concession, and all hat part 
ofthe township of South Easthope west of the sid fine between, 





Iots 25 and 265 all that part ofthe township of Downie and Gore 
north and east of the concession lie between the 1oth and 11h 
Concessions of the Oxford coud, and all the township of Ellice 
from the Ist #9 the #3th concession inclusive 

‘he second division to consist ofall hat part of che township 
of Fulton, not included in division number three, andthe town. 
Ships of Hibbert and Logan. 

The tied division to. consist of that portion of the township of 
Downie west ofthe Oxford rad and south af the concession Tine 
Between the roth aod rth concessions; the township of Blas 
Shard, and all that past of the township of Fullerton comprising 
the agth and 14th concessions, and south of road leading from 
the Mitchell oad, batwoen lots 24 and 25 east to Tot jin the 1th 
‘Soneessions £9 the town Tine 

The fourth division to consist of that part of the towaship of 
North Easthope east ofthe line betwoen ote 25 and 25 and north 
Eanthope not included in division oumber one. The said division 
umber four to take eect on the 16th day of June 

‘he fith division to consist of the towaships of Morsiagton, 
ma and Wallace, and concessions 24,13 aad 16 ofthe township 
Cf lice, "The said division pumberfve fo take effect onthe 16th 
hay of fine nest and inthe meantime 10. belong. #0. division 
umber one 

At the Court of General Sessions ofthe Peace, held in July, 
18gg it was ordered + "That the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and 
fourteenth concessions of North Easthope (now forming part of 


Division Court number 4, be attached eo and form par of Division 


Court number fre 

A the stings ofthe ame Court on Wednesday, the 14th day 
of March, 1Bio, twas ordered that there be another Division Court 
fn this County, to be styled the sixth division, and that such 
tivision be composed ofthe township of Wellace and all hat part 
Sethe township of Elma fom the frst concesion tothe eighteenth 
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concession, both concessions inclusive, and comprising lots number 
‘one to number forty-tv9, both iclsive ofthe het concesron, and 
{bus suber one to number twenty-six inclusive, fom the second 
to the eghtsenth concession, bath soncessions inclusive. 

The limits of the several Division Courts of the County, thus 
mole, Rave remained s0 to the present time, 

“The fllowing order was made by the General Sessions, held 
March, 2867 

“That a recommendation be sent ¢o the Government, through 
the Provincial Seortary, that owing {0 a great decease in the 
business ofthe courts, that only four courts be held yearly i each 
ofthe said sx visions, into which the Division Courts have been 
“vided, leaving it diseretonaey withthe Judge to fx the exact 
prviods of these four times, and instruct the Clerk of the Peace to 
ommnicate this recommendation to the Provincial Seectary 

‘An Onderin-Couneil,assentigy to this, wns passed on the 28th 
January, 1858 

‘Sherifi—Onthe 31st December, 852, the late Mr, Robert Moder- 
ell was appointed frst Sherif of the County, his commision being 
Sigoed by Elgin and Kincardine (who, alter serving in many. high 
positions, died whilst Governor-General in Indi), and atest By 
Wiliam B. Richards, ax Atiorney-Ganersl, who afterwards served 
as. Judge and Chief Justice of the Queen's Hench, and later 
became the frst Chie Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. 
Mr. Moderwoll did on the 2308 day of October, A.D. 1885, 

On the resignation of Mr» Moderwel, on the 2th of August 
182, Mr. Joho Hossi, the present Sherif, wis appointed his 
sccessor, his commission being signed by’ Wiliam P. Howland, 
Leutenant-Governor, and attested by Adam Crooks, Attorney. 
General af Ontario 

leks ofthe Peace The ate Mr. J.J. Linton was amongst 
the fist officers appointed forthe County, and held the efice until 
his death, on the 23rd day of January, 1869, and was succeeded 
‘by the Inte Michasl Hayes, who had previously been appointed 
County Crown Attorney, and by vitue ofthat ofce became Cle 
of the Peace oa the death of Me. Linton 











County Crom Atiornaye When the County was fist con 


stituted, the ofce of County Crown Attorney di not exist 
“The Court of General Sessions, on the isth November, #833, 
agreed that Daniel Home Liza, barrister, take the viminal eases 
1S Come before the General Seasons, ‘The Clere of the Peace 
incmated this to Mr. Liars by let. 
The afer of County Crown Attorney, a8 public prosecutor, was 
first erated in 1857, by. 20 Vietora, chap. 59) which came into 





force tt Jamsiry, 1838 
‘Me_ Daniel Home Licars was appointed the Best County Crow 
o hold ce wnt 


‘ppeinted Judge of the County Court of the County of Perth, to 





Sitch office he was soorn in on the joth August, 1864. He was 
ton Fiske Ryerson, on the ath August, 
fand_ was succeeded by 


1864, who died in the following. year 
Michac! Hayes, who was sworn in on the nd January, 1865, and 
continued fil his death in 1879, when he was succeeded by John 

ton, the present County Crown Atorney, appointed om the 
ain July 3875, 

Deputy Clerks of the Crown and Clerks of the County Cour 
the frst Deputy Clerk of the Crown and Clee of the County 
Court was Mer Alex, McGregor (Grit public school teacher ia 
Stratford), sworn in as such on the agth January, 1833, belore 
Jom JE. Linton. The late Mr. James Mactadden, who ad 
practiced ill then as an attorney in St Marys, racceeded him, sod 
Fook the oath of office onthe Gth of Angus, 1855, before Judge 
Tiras Mes Mactadden died on the 4th August, 1899, 

‘Wiliam Caven Moserip came next, and was appointed Local 
Registrar of the High Court of Justice at Stratford, Reg 
the Surrogate Court and Cla of the County Court of the County 
fof Perth, an the est day of August, A.D. 1899, 

Petice Magittrtes anes O'Loane, Stratford, sworn in 13th 
August, 18731 James, E. Terhune, Listowel, sworn in 27th 
February, ge; Joseph Harvey Flagg, Mitchel, sworn in 15th 
March, (88g; Thomas Henry Race, Mitchel, sworn in 
































Associate Corners forthe County ~The following Coroners have 
been appointed from time t0 time at paves om dates as here 
under James Coleman, M.D., St Marys, 31st December, 19523 
Jobe Hyde, MED., Stratford, stst December, 18g2 Willa Bul, 
Mitchell, jist December, 18521 John Mahoney, Mitchel, 1st 
December, 1852 ; David Waugh, Stratford, yeh December, #834 | 
Danial Wilson, M.D. St. Marys, aust December, t8sg' James 
Bowie, M:D., Mitchel goth Apri, 1857; P- R. Shaver, M.D., 
Stratford, goth Apel, Bs ; Willam Eggert, Shakespetre, 4th 
March, 1838 (eeror, ot in County) + Waller Boye Mitchell, 28th 
July, 1858; Davie! D. Campbell, Listowel, 8th July, 1858 Peter 
Jabioson Mater, Nithburg, 13th June, 1869 ; David Coon, M-Ds, 
Mitchell, rath June, 1850; Chas. Rolls, M-D.y St. Marys, sth 
Jaouary,s861 ; Baward A. Paget, M-D,, Stratford, 26th Nover= 
ber, 1851; George Wilson, MLD., St Marys, ist April 1865 
David Howard Harrison, M.D., St Maryn ist Apri 1863 
Edward Horibrook, M.D., Mitchell; 4h Apr 88s; Stephen F 
Smith, Stratford, 12th May, 1865 (aot sworn ia); John ‘Nichol, 
M.D, Listowel, 3rd March, '1866 Joh Philp, M.D., Listonel 
rath March, 1866; John Philip Jashion, ‘MD.y Stratford, txt 
August 1868: Dane! Joseph King, Carronbrook, ath November, 
185 ; Robert MeDonald, Fullarton Corners, 20th October, 18791 
Janes P. Raskin, M.D., Stratford, 25th October, 1882 John 
Sic, St. Marys sth Apri, 1886 ; James Alphonsus Devlin, 
M.D,, Stratford ; George Robinson Watson, Listowel ? Dowd 
Aled Kidd, M.D., Atwood 

All these have since died or removed from the County, except 
Mr. Campbell of Listowel, whoce commission ax a Justice of the 
Paace superseded that of Coroner | Dr. Phip of Listowel, Drs 
Rankin and Devlin of Steatord, and Dr. Kidd of Atwood 

Dison Court Clerks and Bailie —The following is a Uist of 
‘the Division Court Clerks and Baits of the County, who have 
fecred,—the names appearing in the ordec of succession of thelr 
‘ppontments, the last named beng that of the present incumbeat 
oF the ofc 

Division No. 1. leeks + Raby Williams, Apsi, 1855 ; David 





B. Burr, June, 1864. Balls + Wa. J. Green, Apr 1853 3J- A. 
McCarthy, Apel, 1853; Robert Kay, july, 18531 Thos. MeCarthy 
July, 1857 J. A. MeCarthy, September, 1860 ; Thos: McCarthy, 
September, 1860, Thos, Tobin, April” 1862 j Thos. S. Tobin, 
February, 1881 

Division No. 3 Clerks: Thos, Mathesoa, Apel, 1855 G. K 
Matheson, May, 1883. Bailie: Jas, K. Black, 18535 Joh 
Black, November, 1838 ; James Black, April 18591 Job Black 
March, 1852; James Black, October, 1893 John Buras, 
September, 1854 + J. S. Coppin, November, 1865, 

Division Novy, Clerks: Raby ‘Willams, January, 853 
James Coleman, Apel, 18533; E- Long, July #88. Balits 
Win. Grees, January, 1833 J. A. McCarthy, Febru 3 
Geo. Tracey, April 1853 ; Joseph McCulley, 

Corsetius Avery, October, 1854; Richard Box, March, #835; 
Wiliam Box, Sepesmber, 161. 

Division No, 4. Clerks: Wiliam Cossey, June, 1853 ; George 
Brown, March, 1857. Bais: John Helm, June, 1853 ; Jobe 


‘Gossey, January, 1859; John Helmer, July, 1859: Robert Blooe, 
(October, 1861 ; Jaco Amacher, October, 185) 7 Joseph Evan 
June, Dietrich, Jas, 1871 3 Chas. Lehmann, March, 

osaldson, November, 1883} J. A. Donaldson, 


Divison No. 5. Clerks : Samuel Whaley, June, 1855 ; James 
David Whaley, September, 1876 ; Thos. Trow, September, #875 
Bis: John Coulter, July, 1853 5 John Jones, November, 1857; 
Win. Moss, November, 1850 J. M. Scott, June, 1881 5 J.J. 
Whaley, November, 1886; Alex: Monro, April 1888 ; W. D. 
Weie, Apel 1891 

Division No.'6. Clerks: James Coleman, February, 18535 
Speocer Tunstall, Jone, 1860; David D. Hay, August, 1861 
Wiliam G, Hay, December, 1875 ; David D. Hay, March, 187 
Witan John tay, At yj Panis W. Hayy Ags, 195 
1531 Joseph McCiley, February, 1855 ; Thos. E. Hay, Jul 
1850 Win F. Hacking, October, 1865; Jacob Loree, Detember, 





73 ; Robert Russ Hay, March, 1878 ; Robert Hay, October, 
1878 | W. H. Hay, March, 895 ;"Thomas Male, June, 1902, 
‘The following is s list of Justices for the County of Perth 
appointed at the last fesue of Commiasion ofthe Peace, and acting 
jn tgoa John Aikens, ‘Dublin ; Robert Armatrong, Wartburg 
James Bennoc, Stetford; Lewis Bolton, Listowel; George 
Brown, Shakespeare Charles Brook, Mitchell; Joba Brown, 
Strford ; Rickard Horace Baia, Fullarton ; David. Brethour 
Woodham ; Robert Beatty, Kirkton; George Bald, Sebringuille 
Charles Bellamy, St Marys James Crerar, Steatford Tom 
Coveney, Mitchell; John Campbell, Meteopolitan ;- Daniel D. 
Campbell, Listowel Joseph Walker Cull, Mitchell Joho 
Cameron, Andseson ; Hugh Campbell, Mitchll; James Calin, 
Stratton; James Clyne, St, Pauls; Robert Cleland, Listowel: 
Robert Cla, Carlingford; Charles Cosens, Trowbridge 5 Pater 
CCampbel, Borohoim ; James Diskson, Donegal; David Douglass, 
Mitchel; Jas: Dasma, Graaton ; Jaa. Dwyer, Horaholm 3 Geo. 
Edwards, iverton; Thos. Eplet, St Marys ; Dilman Kenay Eb, 
Sebring; John Brecbors, Fresborn ; Robert Henry Freeborn, 
Freehorn; Danial Flannigan, Seaford ; Andrew Falk, Lisbon 
Henry Foley, Kinkora; Andee Gout, Sebringvile; George 
Goete, Sebringvile; James ‘Nichol Grieve, Millaake; F. 
Hamilton, Cromarty; W. V. Hutton, St Marys; 5. R. Heston, 
Stratford | J.B Hanitoo, Atwood; J. A Hacking, Listowel: 
James "Hammond, Atwood; D. D. Hay, Stratford ; Moses 
Hares, Newry Henry Hemsworth, Gowanstown j Francis 
Jacob, Brodhagen 5 Wiliam Johston, Woodham j P. Rs Jarvisy 
Stratford; John Kenny, jn Dublia; John. Kelly, Kiskora + 
William Keith, Listowel; Wiliam George Krosp, Sobringile 
Willams Laing, Wildwood ; Willis Lochead,” Atwood John 
Low, Steaford; John Mote, New Hamburg N- Monteith, Strat- 
ford; William’ Machan, étchell; Joseph Miler, Wartbarg + 
Witla Mowat, Staford; Aurelius’ Moses, St. Marys; Joseph 
Mountain, St. Marys +C. H, Mercy, Monkton ; James Menzies, 
Molesworth; G. H. Mcintyre, St. Marys; Peter MeVanaell, St 
Mays; Je J MoKenns, Dubin; James McCallum, Amulree 
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“The stth Regiment (Perth Infantry), was orgavized September 

The fest regimental ofcers were Lieut-Col, R. S, Serve, 
Majors, TB. Guest and Charles James ; Paymastt, Leon Mf 
Cenc; Adjutant, David Scott; Quartermaster, Peter J. Sith 
wick; Surgeon, David Wilsot, and Ascisiant Surgeon, J. P. 
Jaskson, 

ieut-Col. Service, having heen appointed Brigade-Major, 
Capt. Willey Smith was promoted to, the command of the 
regiment in 1872 upon his retirement in 1881, Major David Scott, 
sisceeded to the command, from which he reied in 88s, and 
tne succeeded by Major B.S. MeKoight, who retained command 
E1898, when ‘Lisut-Col, H. A, Lx White succeeded him as 

The regimental oficers are Liut Col, H. A. Ia White; Majors, 
W. €. Moscrip and G. T. Cooke; Paymaster, Majo Wiliam tae 
tence; Quartermaster, Capt, 0. E. Stalker; Medical Oficer, 
Surgeon-Captain J.P. Rankin; Hon. Chaplaia, Rev. David 
Willams, McA. 

“The raiment is composed of six companies, ocated a8 fellows 
No. 1 Company, Stratford; No. 2 Company, Stestiond; No. 3 
Company, St. Marys ; Ne. 4 Company, Mitshell; No. sCompany, 
Stratford} No. 6 Company, Stratford 

“The Regiment has aa eMleieat band of thirty performers, Mr 
Foster Close being bandmastr. 

No. 1 Company was organized in s856 a8 “The Stratford 





Volunteer Rife Company.” It consisted of upwards of eighty 
soo, under command of Captsin Henry Imlay Lieut: Le 
O'Loane, and Ensign James Orr 

With the exception of the historic “Browa Bess” and white 
oes belts, the Company was maintined free. of expense to the 
‘Government til 1838, alter which an anal allowance of four 
five doar per man was made; the old arms, st, were replaced 
by Enfel eifles and black leather belts 

The original uniform of the Company consisted of green shell 
acket, tousees and forage cap. a 1850 greet tony trousers 
and shakos were procured 

The orginal offcers having retired they wore suceeded by 
Capt. RLS, Service, Lieut. Robert Mactariane and Ensign W. 
M. Clack 

The Company had the honor of taking part in the reception of 
His Majesty King Edward) VII. (then Prince of Weles) onthe 
Up tll the end of 186, the Company paid all expenses cone 
nected with dil, ete; afterwards the. Imperial Goveroment 
furnished instructors, and in 1893 the frst Government clothing 
soe sued 
1855, the Company wis placed on active 

service for thee months, at Windsor and Sandwich, I consisted 
of three offers and sixty-five non-commissioned officers snd men, 


any kind was made against member of the Company 

‘On March 8th, #850, the Company was ngain placed on active 
service at Stratond, Chatbam, Sandwich and. Windsoe. It wat 
Kept out for about four months. The duly was heavy, and the 
Fecord ofthe Company was very good. In the following. August 
it Yormed part of the eid force At Thorold under Colonel {now 
Field Marshall Lord) Wolstey 

(On the formation of the 28th Regiment, the 0 


Company were Capt. Robert Macfarlane, M.P., Lieut. W. M, 
(Cari and Ensign R. R. Lang. The uniform of the Company was 





farlane was promoted to majority, and Ensign Lang. became 
Captain. Upon his retirement in i889 Liew. F. Ke Burahars 
became Captain. Upon hie retirement in 88g, Liew. Le Hoteon 
Became Captain, who retied in 1892, and was succeeded by Lit 
S.-M. Johnson, upon whose retirement in 1896, List. Grayson 
Alexander became Captain and held sommaad tit 1898, when 
Lieut, Royal Burt, the present Captain, was appointed. The other 
fier ofthe Company is Lieut, M. D. Hamitton, 

No. 2 Company was organized in 1861 2s “The Stratford Tfantey 
Company,” but was not recognized armed and equipped tl 1862 
The frst ofcers were Capt. W. J. Imlach, Lieut Charles James, 
and Ensign Henry Sewell (the tatter genteman died in 180); 
Capt. Imlach retired, and Lieut. James became Captain, the other 
cers being Liew. Robert Sith and Ensign David Soot, 

On March 8th, 1866, the Company was called out for active 
secvise and did daty at Stratford, Chatham, Windsor and. closed 
os part of fed force at Thorold a August 

(On the formation of the 26th Regiment, the offcers of No. 2 
were Capt, Wiliam Smith, Lsut, R.A. MacGregor and. Envign 
Huygh Nichol. In 872 Capt, Stith was promoted to can or 
Lieu-Coloel of the Regiment, an! wie suceeded by Captain A 
W. Dodd, who retained the Company til he was appointed Adj 
tant in 1876, and. was succeeded hy” Capt. J. R. Hamilton, who 
‘ck! the positon till he was. promoted fo majority in #885, when 
be was succeeded by Capt. Geo. T. Cooke, who retained eommand 
nti promoted to majority is 1898, and was followed by David 
Gibson as Captain ; upon the eeirement of Capt. Gibson i tones 
the present Capt. A. H, Monteith was appointed, "The cihes 
ocers of the Company” are Lieuts. S, W. N. Monteith and 

No. 3 Company was organized in 1856 a8 “The St. Marys 
Intantey Company," with the following oficers: Capt. T. B. Gusre 
Lut, John MeDonald and Ensign David McConacl. "The Con, 
any forme part of the Bed force at Thorol! in August, 186, 
nthe formation of the Regiment, Capt. Guest was appointed 
Major and Lient- MeDonald became Captain ofthe Company. He 





retired in 1869, and was suscsuded by Lieut. R. S. McKnight, a8 
Captain, who being. promoted to the position of Major in 1878, 
wees succeeded by Captaia W. A. Haley, who died in 1882, was 
Incceeded by W. C. Mosrip, ox Captain, who retained. Company 
til 1895, when, being appointed Major, he was succeeded by the 
present Captain D. W. Jamioson, the other ofcers being Lieuts 
G.5. Kirkpatrick and L. Spearin, 

‘Nov 4 Company was organized at Listowel in 1866, the fst 
aficers being’ D. D. Campbell, Captain ; John Zimmerman, 
Tents, and W. F, Hacking, Entige. Upon the retirement of 
Captain Campbell) Lieut. T. G. Fennell became Captain, who 
feted in 1876. The Company was then removed to St. Marys 
and Captain H. A. Ls White, of No. Company, transfered t 
Capt. White Being sppointed. Major in 1882, was succeeded by 
E, Harding, as Captin, whe retied in 1884, when Lieut. J. G. 
Beam, formerly of the sath Regiment, was appointed Captain 
Upon’ Lieut, Beam's appointment as Adjutant to 1885, James 
lamiton became Captain, and continued in command tll 1899, 


when, Being appointed Quartscmaster, Lieut G. L- Money was 
Appointed Captain, and the headquarters changed to Michel, 
the ether ofr being Lieut, W. Thompson 


The oFiginal No. Company star formed in Mitchell in 1866, 
but, having Become ineficient, was removed from the Hist of active 
tiliin and the orginal No. 6 Company, organized ia 1866 inthe 
Township of Blanshard, became Nos." The ofcrs of tis com= 
pany were Captain David Brethour, Liew. H. A. Ly White, and 
Ensign Joba Anderson. Captain Brathour eetied in 874, and 
Lica H. A. L, White became Captai, who, being in 1876 fans 
ferred to No. 4 Company, was succeeded by Lieut. W. H. Daisey, 
formerly of the Royal Actilory, who Beld the position of Captain 
til 188), Upon the resignation of Captsin Paley the Company 
twas transferred to Listowsl, and Lieut. H. B, Morphy became 
Captain, Upon hie eetirment in 1895 the Company was removed 
to Stratford, and. Lieut, H.W. Copus appointed Captain. The 
bother offcers are Luts, H, W. Baker and L. Costlla 

No. 6 Company was orginally No.7 of the Regiment, but upon 





jut. James Gourley, and Ensign John Bad 
reid in By nd Lieut. Gourly”ecae 


‘eas appointed Captain, the other company ofter beng Li 
6 Haliday 





CHAPTER 18. 


The names given to new towns, villages and places in any 
country are frequently a reflex of the feelings of those by whom 
they are founded, This may ariee fom environment or temper 
tment of the peopl, Many ancient Irish names indicate Bi postic 
deals and did not requite the yeaius of Moore, nora record of 
her ancient peopl, with all hei allowed traditions to give them 
force and effcay, in appealing t9 the Toflest conceptions ofthe 
fruman hearts Such besstful runic names ax anise, Innis 
theal, Eniscorthy, Killarney, Sweet Vale of Avoca, Enniskillen, 
Fight imaginative people 

Tn Scotland ansient names are based to a greater degree on 


too of high poetic temperament. Such names at Strathlyde, 
Strathavon, Strathspey, and many others also iodete the beaut 
fut neath or valley through which fow these several streams of 
the Che, the Spey and the Avon. The names of her gens, her 
aes, oy bons all beautifl in themselves, point clearly to 
Traterial surroundings rather than postic fancy. In England 
omeatic names are not often found, and the glamour thrown 

tnd some of her inert places ete outcome of historic incident, 
‘without any inberent charm in the name tel 

Ta great portion of Canada, and in this county in particular, 
the aspect of the country fs everywhere nearly the same, There 
fappeats sofa, 10 be no appreciable inBuence from environment ia 
fing names to sow towns and villages truly Canadian, except 
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such a6 aro of mort prose character, In all too many iatances 
the names given are meaningless and harsh, alforing much room 
for improvement. The average Canadian is apparently reckless 
2510 propriety in names. When he has founded s new village or 
"Scorers." which, even during his fe, may become place of 
great importance, he quictly ads to his own name. th, many 
Instances the word ton, vill, of town, and the christening ts 
complete 

Many of the Indian ames rtsined in Canada are very pretty, 
and we forgive the overwhelming array of sylables in many of 
them in the soft melody of their pronunciation, Ia this county x 
fow appropriate mames have been given, such as Morningdte, 
Doan, Avooton, Avonbank, Fairview, and Prospect Hilt All 
of those names are characteristic of their environment 

Ina paper by Mr. Joho Idington, K.-C of Stretford, onthe 
Origin of names of post offices inthe County of Perth,” and 
which am much indebted for information regarding, the subject 
matter ofthis chapter, there isa quotation from the Encyclopedia 


Britannica which crthflly says?" The study of these names and 


‘oftheir survival a ciation enables usin some eases to acer 
“tain what peoples inhabited districts now tenanted by perms 
“ot far diferent speech. Thus the names of mountains and vers 
in many parts of Eagland are Celtic; for example t0 take 
familar instances—Usk, Esl and Avon.” Me Idington then 
085 on 10 sy very finaly, Our own Avon, we know, docs not 
“betoken this, but rather the remembrance of home, ase burned 
in the hearts of those who first pitched thee tents on the spot 
“tis the tracing ofthese home yearnings tht furnishes much 
ofthe pleasure in asking and answering how our post aces got 
“thei names. The people got together to tatle and gong at 
"all those places where there are now post ofices befor the 
"ofes came, They talked of home, of eachother, ofthe sure 
“rounlings and feelings, whims, and old fancies, and this ames 
‘Where the Avoo flowed it was determined by the Bngishien 
° 














in charge of thit part of the country as ofcers of the Cs 
Company that a Stratford shoul grow.” 

‘This is assuredly true, and, with the exception of afew names 
which have boss iven by the Department, thse of the vi 
Dfices in this county in many eater denote the nationality of the 
Setters surrounding them, 

"The dates have set forth a the period when the several offices 
were opened fis a Fr possible, been copied from the Depart. 
1854 only. Previous to that period there are sone, A number of 
ofices were established in this county long prior to 1854, and, 
therefore, the best information obtainable of the dates of opening 
will, think, be found about correct 

“Amuiree—n the township of North Easthope, was named after 








4 Small place of that same in Perthshice, Ssotlnnd. A number of 
the early setlers from that shire in the old land, and, amongst 
fthers, one named Sandy Dallas, who kept the fest hotel io 
Amulteey decided on the name of their native place in Sodan, 
‘This ce was opened in 1878 with Meo A. ML Fisher a6 fist, 


poston 
Inder —Receved its name from Frank Andsts0n, decease 
who wat for a number of years prominent in musisial polis ia 


Blanchard ‘This ofice was opened in 1887 by the late 1. White 
teseod. This office i in Elma, and was first opened as 
Newry” Station postofice in. 1876, with Donald Gordon post 

ny had een 








‘pened by Mr Coulte Upon the completion ofthe southern 
txtension of the W. G, & Br R, R., a station was erected abo 


‘which was known az 








three-quarters of « mile north of New 





Newey Staion. Subsequently a large trade sprung. up at this 
point, and Atwood war ui, To prevent coafusion arising 
between the offces of Newry and Newey Station the people of 
[Atwood ata public mecting decided #0 change the name of their 
‘fice. After a long discussion and a numberof names rbmitted 
fo the mesting Atwood wae solocted. This change occured in 
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1883, Donald Gordon, frst postmaster at Newry Station, retaine 
ing his poston. Further information regaeding this point wll be 
found inthe history of Elma Township, a pat ofthis work 

deonbank Received ite name from Mr. Mais, as being. most 
appropriate, on account of the high bank on which i was situate 
beside the River Avon. Opened 186 by James Mui Bet poste 
aster. This ofce is in Downie, 

{ronden—Also in Dowie, was named by Archie Shields, who 
was for several years township clerk Its proximity tothe River 
Avon, ina very prety valley, suggested the same, This office was 
‘opened in 1865, with Archie Shiids as st posts 

‘Bornatn—In Logan, isthe nameof ah island inthe Baltic Sea, 
and was named by the Department, the people themselves being 
‘unable to agree upon a name, ‘The office was opened fa 16g, 
with L, Hagarty as fist postmaster 

rition—In the township of Elma, is supposed to have been 
named by the railway authorities asa station on the Stratford & 
Haron Railway. The offce was opened in 1883, with Joseph 
Freon os Gre pekirunacr 

Brockuden.—This was a spot occupied, it is si by & person 
who was nicknamed Brock the Badger, from which this neigh 
ourhood takes its ame, and adopted t+ that of the posto. 


“This ofce was opened in 1900, with Robert G. Patterson as fest, 


postnster. 

‘rodlagen—lo the twaship of Logan, was named afer Charles 
Boden, who kept the fst store and hotel, and was founder of 
the village. "The ofc was opened in 1855 with Me. Beadhagen 
15 Best postmaster 

Brotherton Was named in hon of Montezuma Brothers, who 
brad taken an active interest in providing mail accommodation for 
his eighbourhoed. -Me- Brothers ws honored fr his efforts on 
tall of the people in this seston mith the privilege of naming 
8d ving his own natn tothe new ofc, which was opened ft 
185, Montezuma Brothers frst postmaster 

Bevnner—tn the towaship of Ellice, wis named afer afaily 
fpioneers ofthat name, Jacob runner inthe erly days, erected 





saw aill a short distance west of where the station 20W is, 
aablshing  postfice for the convenience of the district sur 
Founding. At he opening of the Stratiord & Horoa R.R. the 
bousiness was removed to Brunner Station. Jacob Branoer was 
for many yeaes a prominent man in municipal polities, was warden 
ff the count, ad a candidate in South Perth for paviamentary 
honors, but Was defeated ty Hon, Thomas Ballantyne. This 
fice was opened in 1867, with Jacob Brunner as fst postmaster. 

Tiurns—ln the towsship of Mornington, was named ater 
Robert Burns, the Ayrshire post by 2 number of his countrymen, 
who were setedin that section of the county. Opened in 1865 
by John Gibson ae frst postmaster 

Cortingfo The village of Caringord eas Founded by two 
sons of the Emerald ale Mr, Abrabuim Davidsoo and Mr. Cook, 
ach of whom desired ¢0 Tink his ame with the future town. 
The inapoctr, to gratify neither, and stl please them both, gave 
the name Carlingford, one of the petist spots in Ireland, t0 the 
now afice which was opened in 18g6, Abraham Davidscn frst 


postmaster, This ofice tx im the township of Fallarton, 

‘Carmunnock-—‘This ofice was named by William Mahan, who 
hua coneiterable interest at this point in the early days, Me 
Maan was bora in Carmunnock, Reaftewshre, SeoUand, and so 


famed the new hamlet in Layan.” This ofice as opened 1875, 
Witham Mahan fst postmastee 

Certhage-—The naming of this ofce sms to have been a 
matter of chance, Mr, Thomas Hamilton, the Hest setter, and 
Me: Gamble, another euly sels, are credited with giving i his 
name, Mr. Hamilton would have amed the place after himself, 
but the city of Hamiton was already in the Ontario ist of ofc. 
Ti was decided, therfore, $9 name the place Carthage. The office 
tvan opened in #836, with Alexander McDonald as st postmaster 

‘Chbethurt—lo the township of Hibbert, received its same 
from Chisehurst, ia, England, where Napoleon IL. die, 
tice was opened ia 1875, with Wiliam Moore a= es postinaster. 

‘Conrey_—in. the township of Downie, known 26 Conroy's 
Corners, was named fn honor of a pioneer family, who were the 
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frst ethers. The ofce was opened in 1866, with John Rutledge 
a ist postmaster 

Cromarfy—In the township of Hibbert, was named by John 
Ferguson, of Craigdareoch, Scotland, as being. the birthplace of 
‘Hugh Miler, author of “Testimony ofthe Rocks and “Old Red 
Sandstone," and whose writings had wonderful infuwnce, fn 
bringing about the disruption in the Kirk of Scotland in 1842-3 
‘This office was opened in 1836, with John McLaren, who founded 
the village, as frst postmaster 

Donegut—In the township of Elma, was named by Joba R 
Foster It bela the name of his native place in Ireland. "This 
ofce as opened in 1856, John R. Foster fst postmaster 

Dain This office was fist named Carvonbrook, rom the 
stccam that flows through the village. This s one ofthe oldest 
Sestlements in Perth county, and the fest postofice was opened by 
1.C. Lee, about 1853. When Carronbrook attained the digit of 
a police village in 1878, Joseph Kidd and Tom Ring were lead- 
ing men of the place. Mr. Kidd, having been born in. Dublin, 
Iisland, under the shadow of the “Hil o" Houth,” the new police 
vile was named afte Teland’s capita, GJ. Kidd being posts 

Furirsine—tn Downie, was named from the beanifl view 
bisined from its elevated site, affording a pleasant prospect over 
2 goodly portion of Perth and’ Oxford counties. "This offs was 
‘opened in 1863, with L. Robinson, es fst postmaster, 

‘Ferubont—ta Moraington, was named bythe late Mts. Grice, 
wife of James Grieve, ALP, who represented North Perth to 
pusliament. Me. Grieve’ farm was known as Fernbank, and this 
ame was given to the postofice, which was opened in 1896, with 
Willa Reid as fist postmaster 

Frevéom—In Morsington, wes named in honor of John Free 
born, an old resident of Mernington, who founded Milbank, snd 
Who was amongst the fist to carry the banner of civizaton into 
the wilderness in this section of Perth County. This offce was 
pepe in 1885, with Joba Freeborn as first postmaster. 

Fularion—In Fullaeton, was named after that municipality, 





ibich again was named in honoe of Mf. Fallarton, one ofthe frst 
directors of the Canada Company. ‘This village war founded by 
Mr. James Woodley, and the offce opened in 18s2, with Joka 
Buchan, as postowster, a Scotchman, who opened the frst store 

Gadi In Ellice and. North Easthope, is low elevation a 
what was atone period a dense sctnp, and to add some dignity 
to the lite spot of ary Inna i as named ter the famous bill 
sacred 9 the memory of Falstay and later Chatles Dickens, 
“This ofice wes opened ia 1855, with W. B, Crinkley as fst 

Gomanstoan—In Walle, was named in honor of Thomas H, 
Gowan, who founded the place, and kept the fist store and 
tavern This ofce was opened in 1871, with William Blackstone 

Goren Fularton, was named in honor of the Case of 
Gowrie in Scotland, and was opened in #88, with Richard Moore 
as frst postmaster. 

Hampsteat—In. North Easthope, wis named by the Depart- 
rent at Ottawa, and opened. in 1865, with Richard Lilo as 

Zen ts Mottin; as, formed iowa a Mack's: 
Corners, Mr. S. R. Hesson, who was M.P. for the sort riding 
of Perth did such to improve postal facts inthis section, and 
the people in acknowledgment of his efforts in ther behalf named 
the ew ofce in his honor. This ofce was opened in 1885, with 
Willan F. Mack as frst postnate, 

Kenniott—In Ellice, was formerly known as Silsburg, being 
founded by Sills brothers, who were fist sellers” Subsequent to 
thelr departors, the name was changed to Kennicot, in honor of 
Me. Kenny, who was postmaster, This ofce was openedin 1850, 
with James Ernest, postmaster 

‘Kinlora In Ellice, isthe conto of & large Irish population, 
‘and is named in remembrance oftheir old home, This alice wat 
‘opened in 4857, with Wiliam Hearsip as frst postman 

Kirkton On the boundary Hine between Blanshard and Use 
borne townships, was named after the Kirk family, several brothers 





onlay AND saames OF Fost orrices ir 


of whom wore cay setlers inthe nsighborhood, "Ths ofce was 
‘pened in 1856, with James Eaton, of the frm of James. and 
‘Timothy Eaton, who opened the fest store in Kirkton, aa Gat 


postmaster, 

‘Kalryilie—In Elie, was named in honor of Andrew Kubey, 
san old settler and promineat man inthe municipality. This office 
‘was opened in 1809, with Alexander Smit as fat postmaster, 

‘Kurtrule—In Wallace, was aamed after John Karte, on whose 
far the office was established ia 1885, with Jacob F. Doeram 
frst postmaster. 

Liston — In North Easthope, on the boundary line between 
‘Waterloo and Porth County, was named in honor af the capital of 
Portugal. This offce was opened i 1856, with Joba Zinkann a 
fest postmaster. 

Lisirwe!—Now the town of Listowel, was formerly known as 
‘Mapleton and Windham, ‘The Department subsequently seaside 
both names in favor of Listowsl. This office war opened In 1856, 
ith Willan H. Hacking as frst postmes 

Metrypotten—In Blanshard, was named by JohnH. Donalde 
son, a school teacher in the neighborhood, A temperance hal 
was erected oa the oppoite corner fom the choo! bung Me 
Donaldson, considering these progtezsive movements az evidence 
of great’ mettopolis, named it Metropolitan, This offce was 
‘opened in 187s, with Willa Spence as postmaster. 

Millent—in Motogton, was founded by Mi, Feeeborn, who 
seas fist setler, and derives its mame from a mill being erected on 
the bank that ‘ordered the stream. This office was opened in 
1850 by William Rutherford who was fist postmaster 

Mitverton—Also in Mornington, was fist known as West's 
Corners, afte the name ofan surly setler, "Subsequently 2 more 
suphonious name was desired by the people, and at a public 
meeting called for the purposs, i was called’ Milverton, at the 
suggestion of Rev. P. Musgrave, in honor of his birthplace inthe 
ld land. This office was opened in 18s4, wth D. Matthews as 
fet postmaster. 

Molersorth—In Wallace, bears the name of Sit Willam 





Molesworth, who was Colonial Secretary in 185. This office was 
‘opened ia 1870, with Samuel Lougheed as Gest postmaster. 

MitcheltNow the town of Mitchell seceived ie name from & 
person called Mitchel, who built small shanty on the riverbank 
‘where travellers found sheter and lodging. Between Seebach’s 
fand Ratteabury’s, at Clinton, “Mitchells” was the only place of 
‘ntertainment, This office was opened about 1842, with Joho 
Hicks as fst postmaster. [U have been able to obtain no further 
dita rogarding the name of this place, whish, taken in. connestion 
wilh Ger ceemnctances ceiing weer ia Syeerration list 
FB corert | 

Monkion.—Fo history of the village, and the period when 
founded, the reader is referred tothe history of Elman this work, 
‘The postofce was opened ia 1838 by Edward Groensides ax post 

Motherwell In Follartoa, revived its name from James 
Brovin, who was for many years one ofthe most prominent men 
of the municipality, Me, Brown with bis faily were among. the 
frat settlers inthis section, and came originally from Lanark, a 
the eastern part of thie Province, The name Motherwell was 

ven to this ofce as being the name of the old home of Me. 

owns family, in Lanarkshire Seotland. This ofce was opened 
fn 1805, James Brown, a, See postmaster 
Munro, who made every effort to accommodate the neighborhood 
by distributing mail rater inthe dlatrc. "This offce was Opened 
in 18, with Me, Munro as fist postmaster 

NewtyIn Elma, was named ater the birthplace of the late Me. 
Coulter, one of the first sears anda most energetic man. This 
‘office was opentdin 185, with Mr, C. Coulter as fist postmaster 

Newton In Mornington, was named by the people of tht 
section fn honor of Sie Isaac Newton. This office wns opened in 
1884, with Mr, Jobn Zoeger ae frst postmaster. 

Mitburge—la. North Easthope, at onetime known as Brown's 
Dil, woe founded stan early day. In 184 a wilage plot was 
Ini ovt where the present ofce now i, and named Nithbarg, as 
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bing the burg on the River Nith. The ist postofie was opened 
in the new hurg in 188 by James Brown, first and cooly post 
avaster, who has held the postion for a longer period thaa any 

‘Palmerston -On the boundary of Wallace, ws fst known as 
Doyen postoice, and opened in 1866, with Robert Johnston as 
postmaster. ‘Throngh the constraction ofthe Wellington, Grey & 
Brace andthe Stratford & Huron Railways, Plmstston has become 
a ralload centre. In 1873, therefor, the namo Dryden was 
‘hanged to Palmerston, in honor of Lord Palmerston, who was 
Tor sometime Prime Miniter of Great Britain, Mes Robert John 
stoa sill continuing inthe position of postmaster 

Poole—This place is in Mornington, and was surveyed by 
Government as & town plot, and named by thows in authority at 
the time, The town was” not successful, and is: now = quiet 
ountey village. The postofice was opened in +805, with Me. D. 
Mathews as frst postmaster. 

Prospect HilIa Blasshard, was Gest ksown ss Fish Cree 
and located a mile further north than the present ofce, Prospect 
Hill at one time an important vilage, received ies name on 
account ofits elevation, being built on the highest pot of land 
for many mile in any direction. This office was opened at Fish 
Creek by John Boll in 1852, and subsequently removed to Prospect 
il 

Rannech— tn Blanshard, was named by the suthorites at 
COtaWwa, is honor, i is napposed, of och or glen in the High- 
lands of Scotland. This offce was opened in 1895, with John H. 
Jameson as fet postmaster 

Roitck In Ellice, was named by the old settles, who came 
‘oom Mecklenburg, in Germany, and stil mindfl of the Vateland, 
gave this postoce the name of thelr old home. This ofle was 
‘pened in 1880, by Justus Kreuter, as Best postmaster, 

‘Ruseldate—n Fllertoo, was armed i honor of James Russel, 
an old pioneer, and founder ofthe vile. This ofce was opened 
‘in 1874, by John Wilson, who was frst postmaster. 

St Columban Received its name ftom the Church of St. 





Columban, established by Father Schneider, whose memory is stil 
‘dear to theo pioneers in this county, particulary those oa the 
Huron Road. This office was opened in 1898, with Philp Carin 

‘Se Marys—Ia Blanshard was named in honor of Mrs. Thomas 
Mercer Jones, wife of an agent of the Canada Co. For exp 
tions in coanection with the establishment of this ofce the reader 
fs refered to the lval history of St. Marys in another part of 
thie work, The ofce was opened in 184s, with Thomas Christ 
‘fat postmaster 

Si. Pent—In Dovenie, was named after the village of St. Pl 
capital of the township and s station on the Grand Trunk. This 
fice was opened in 1875, with Charles Wilsoa asst postmaster. 

Sconce ill—The children ging to sshool spoke of the build 
ing which crowns the height of land half ie eat of the Mitchell 
Road in Blanhacd a Science Hill and hence, what was formerly 
a joke amongst the children, became the name of = post alice 
“This office was opened in 1889, with Wiliam Dawson a6 frst 
postmaster 

Sebringie—On the boundary line between Downie and Ellice, 
wae named in honor of John Sebring, the frst sete ther, and 
Tora mumiber of years prominent mas in polities and a member 
of the olf district council in Goderich, ‘This office was opened in 
18jo, with T. A. Sebring as Best postmaster 

‘Shatespure—On the boundary line between North and South 
Easthope frst known as Bell's Corners, was aamed in bonor of 
the geeat dramatet, William Shakespeare, by Alexander Mitchell 
‘This offee was opened in 1848 with Alexander Mitchell ar Best 
postmaster, This ofie was kept inthe hotel for some time, and 
tras removed onthe appointment of Wiliam Contey sx successor 
to Mr. Mitchel. 

Stipey-in Wallace, was, it ig belived, named in honor of 
te birthplace of is fist postmaster, Mr. E. Bristow. This office 
was opened in 1858 

‘Stafe-In Hibbert, wae originally named Sprig Hill, 2 nun 
ber of beautiful springs rsing inthe dectivity on which the wilage 











Is built. Another office in Ontario of this name le to confusion 
in the mails designed fr sither point, when a change was made by 
the Department to Stafa, This offce was opened in 1805 by 
‘Thomas Dunn, Sst postmaster. 

‘Stratford Now the City of Stratford, was no doubt the frst 
postolice to be opened in this county. ‘The siream flowing 
fhrough the swamp, known as Victoria Lake was named the Avon 
by the Canada Company, and the new town Hirst known as Little 
‘Thames, was called Steatord in honor of Strtfordou-Avon, the 
‘ethplace of Wiliam Shakespeare. This office was opened 
boat 1835, wth Me. J.C. W. Daly as fist postmaster 

Tusstoet On the boundary line between South Easthope ia 
Perth County and Zorea inthe County of Oxford wis named in 
honor ofa place ofthat name in Eagland.Thisofice was opened 
ty Joba Vorleker in 1856 

Topping-On the boundary line between North Easthope and 
Morsington, is supposed to be named a honor of a place on the 
borders af Devon and Somerstshires, in England, andthe bith: 
place of Me. Coulton, an old setler in that section. This offce 





tras opened in 1B, with S, Ceorer as fist postmaster 

TrowridgeIn Elma, wos opened in 1834 48 Elma posto, 
but was subsequently changed in #858 to Trowbridge, "The frst 
postmaster in 1854 was George Code 

Trecasie—In Wallace, was named in honot of x town ia 
Ireland, by a aumber of Tesh setlers i its vsiy. Thic office 
was opened in 1896 by Me. Freebora Kee as fist postnaster 

Wallace—tn the towaship of Wallace, was gamed in honor of 
‘he municipality, and that, we are informed, was named ner 
Baron Wallace, Vice-President of the Board of Trade under Lord 
Golerich. This ofc was opened in 1854, with Charles Berows 
2 ist postmaster. 

Wartbrg—ln Elice, was named after a town in Germany: 
‘The setlers in thie vicinity were Lutherans, and the Rev. Mr 
Schaffarnoc, their minister, named the new pace after Wartburg 
in Germany, where Martin Luther lay fo prison for ten months, 
and employed his time in translating the Bibl. This ofice was 














first opened in 1865 as Totness, G.. Dennstet, frst postmaster, 
Subsegeaty the nme was changed to Wartburg in 1869, with E 


Frommhagen as frst postmaster 

Whalen On the boundary Tine between Biddulph and Blan 
shard, was named afer Michael Whalen, « pioneer setter, who 
kept a log tavern at this point in the erly days. "This office was 
‘opened in 1871, wth J. H Mion as Best postmaster 

Wikdsod-1n the township of Downie, was named by Mr 
William Laing, fest postmaster, after « place in Florida, where 
fronds were residing. This ofce was opened in 596, 

Woodham —In Bianshard, was named by Mr. Jonathan Shier, « 
resident and Me, Walker Unwin, who was fist postmaster, on 
chance sugigestion by one of the parties, ‘This office was opened 








CHAPTER x. 


Meantime, whilst great progeess hid been made in every 
Separtment of our material development, iterary. effort was 
unknown, or confined tothe privacy of thove who Were actuated 
by taste, oe who had strong protvitios fa that direction. There 
‘sas nothing in pionese lie, with all its intense struggle, to induce 
those whose ability would have been equal to such an undertaking 
asthat of writing Books. Physical and mental labor are quite 
Incompatible. It was net, therefore, till the former had been 
‘overcome, and its stem demands isd been satisied in ploncer 
ays when at last a resting ple had boon found forthe toile’ 
feet, that literary work attracted attention, 

‘Wis teu maudlin poetic effasions appeared ftom time 1 time 
{a the county newspaper pres, Irom aome youn aspirant after 
fame. These productions usually displayed every evidence of a 
threefold agony, pling up such epithets as “nifent tomy" ecestal 
shir,” “golden crown,” "pearly streets” and "empty. chal” 
These teste eulliions of sly juve, wth an occasional prose 
article, containing awful denunciations of some defeated candidate 
ts municipal election, constituted out Hterary achievements for 
‘many years subsequent to rst settlement, That we had num 
be of citizns in this county, fom an erly day, of rare ability, 
theie publications during the last two decades has fully 
Aemonstrated. "A bistorcal work of this county would be incon, 
plete without at least showing where we stand inthis department 
oF social lis 











4 poctey, as displaying the highest form of divine fitrary av 














coy atin a,c gu any oer in 
Canada. In that spirituality which is the soul of posty, im all 
‘hore attebutes which centee and focus inthe human hear, and 
are evelved by human agency into tangible things, lady in Strate 
ford holds fest rake Mary Maitland is a sweet singer, aad in 
smoothness of epthm,digaifed, chaste and refined expression, jn 
Sympathy and jotensty of feeling, is not excelled. Over neaey 
her work a veil of strong religious sentiment has been cast, 
‘hich, while it indicates a gemine goodness of heat, ives & 
Zameness to hee poems, which in our opinion, detracts somewhat 





from their interest. She isnot discoursve, nether is sho gifted 
by any great imaginative power, her works beng altogethor a pure 





Trerywhere are found expressions of endeeness and deep feel 








ing (which, after all are, or should bo the foundation of all poetry), 
shining ike pears of « pure, womanly heart, The mision ofall 
ong i to elevate, soften and refine human character, an promote 








bhuman excellence, Evidences of those noble 
rghout the work of this excellent lady. It i tobe 





published. ‘On the minds of all readers they could oot fall of a 
Fefiniog efect, and in promoting = lating infucnce for good in 
their character. "The sir of aggrandizement never fora moment 
tctuated this lady in er work. She sang because ber heart wat 


Fall, We fel constrained to acknowledge the honesty of thought 


























Ine beauifl poem, “The Unattaned,” Mrs, Maitland must 
have thought of her ilusriows countryman, Robert Burns, with 








his ceaseless longing for » place in men’s heats, and of his 
Alsappointments far more biter to him than death self when she 


expression i evinced, with x marked smoothness in sth, 


The highest production of Mes, Maitland’ genius will be found 
in ber poem, “Cradle Song.” which we give entie, as being 
ia oar opinion the best nursery poem in the English language 






















We refer our readers to the sentiments contained in the lst vers, 






















Won it Joo 

















































We are pleased toadd our testimony tothe work of this 








over a large seston ofthis country. How true are Grays nes 




















Ax one also worthy of a high ple in the literature ofthis 
county is Thomas Sparks, M.D., St Marys. Dr. Spacks has 
frog pmpatis hich nis poems af te actos a ne 

trhore manifested in tenderness, and a lefty appreiation of those 
imenties which are constantly wlling up inte heart of the 
oble, the good and the tue, While his dealeof pare and exalted 
humanity are of = refined and slvating character, he hes what 
Burne called, "A Stalk of Carle Hom” ins ature, This gives 
‘strange contradiction #9 much of his work, which is frequently 


















Ta 4 mind so constituted, the poetry of Dr. Spars wll be found 
either extemely tender, or, on the other hand, extremely satirical 
Tn both he excels. In Both he has writen mach which ought to 
Ne more widely kaown. In smoothness of rythm he i not eal 
to Mrs. Maitland, gether he her equal in ease and beauty of ex- 
pression. Dr. Sparks is often rugged in his versieation, but 
ngularly strong, especially in his satires, n trenching nto the 
folly and humbug’ of ovr soa if, In soane of his finest plsces 
is mind indicates strong Bron bss, so mich indeed, that we 
are led to belive that he had selected Byron asa model and’ a 
Imastr of the highest poetic art 

Those of our readers who are sequainted with Lord Byron's 
works 










vie believe, find evidence of our astertins inthe foe 
ent lines is his pooms entitled 















he igo ey ng 



























‘Tha path which hoped T soul vel wih 











His poem of “The Broken Vow is also much in the syle of 
Byron, where be says 


Ina poem ented * Home” his ideas are fully expressed, 


These quotations from Mes. Milind and Ds. Sparks indicate 


high poste merit and pure spootanity of thought from fall 


heart, unalloed with mefcenary thought or actutted by slSsh 

In the newspaper press of the county have appeared from dine 
to time pooms of high standard of excellence. In the old days 
Mes McGregor, sat St. Marys and ofa recent date Mes. Mos 
trip, of St. Marys, and Me. A. Carman, of Stattord, have spent 
ome time in dallying with the famous nie. 

Te several of ovr posts have displayed great merit in thee works 
the. prose writers ef this county have given ou people 2 
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honorable position in Canadian history. It is only a few yours 
since the fist contribution seas made ta our literature ia the pul 
Fation by Kathleen and Robina Lizas of “<The Days of the 
Canada Company.” This book contains much ine writing, andy 
although we are ot prepared to give it high place as historia 
cord a8 a fithfal piture of a certain class in society Go years 
‘go, itis invaluable. Ax writers of good English, the Mines 
Tiare take high rank In thir description of certain evens a 
the olden time they are lucid and picturesque and many scenes 
tnd incdents which transpired in the Huron tact, are rendered 
atractve by a profision of beaut language. A few yeurs sub 
quent to the publication of The Days of the Canada Com 
pany "these ladies issued another work, * The Humors of 1837, 
Whch was followed a year of two later by a novel supposed to be 
bused on incident which occured in the City of Sestonds "The 
popularity of this work has not been equal to that of the other 
two. While itis well-written, and one or two of the characters 
are well deawa, i lacks invention, with iy twin sister acon, 
without which no story can ever be attractive 

Willam Buckingham, now Manager of the British Morugage 
oan Company of Stratford, for many years editor and proprctor 
of The Stratford Beacon, is one of ou best known literary men 
He ceary distinguished hime as @ writer onthe county pres, 
‘aking up the role of authorship subsequent tothe death of Hom 
Alexander Mackeazie. His biography of Me. Mackenzie indicates 
Sine perceptive qualities, and = command of sustained, dignified 
‘araive, scarcely to he expected fom one whose early years wore 


‘scpied in writing aticles forthe public newspaper press, where 


ort and decisive work is most effective 

1 1894, another work was issued fFom the press by Wiliam 
N. Robertson, M.D, of Statfrd. This in an extraordinary book, 
nd indicates what can be seid regarding. the ‘most ordinary 
matters of every day life, by a parson having’ a most intimate 
Koowldge of his subject. Dr. Robertson's work is on eyeing, 
‘nd as we read the really tasteful language, and marvellous treat. 
ist of this strange subject, we fel our misfortune in being born 
inanage when cjling was not 39 poplars now. 





With the exception of work ined in 1899, entitled 
Pioneers of Blanshard,” these publications constitute the 
Principal licrary efforts of the prose writers of this county ince 
hore days when pens were sung to Indian maldens on Victor's 
lonely shore, fo the-end of 1go2- Ifthe efforts of these writers 
are not suchas to eeite ove wonder, they command our sdmirac 
fon, and are surely creditable to our county, and t0 those who 
Ihave writen them, and a4 years rll by will be teqsires to those 
wn wil tale ou places ia other days 

‘While these writers ave contributed something to Canadian 
literature in other departments of ntllosta work this county ix 
distinguished. Agnes Koox, as an elocutonst, hat done some: 
Ching to extend the name of Canada into other Inns, and added 
Tustre to this county ; Nora Clinch, inthe highest musical icles 


of Europe, fas hd for many years second place, and St. Marys 


isproudof their succes. In painting and the ine arts in education 
ard in many ether of the ramifications through which human 
Thought extends for increasing. our comfort, and augmenting ov 
evelopment, ‘The literary, educations snd artistic achievements 
fof this county need no enlogistic annuaciations from any writer 
fn ovderto attract the public attention. Perth County has given 
o our own and other lands evidences of an unfolding of itslletual 
Capabiies such as to make her nase "respected at Rome and 





CHAPTER Xt. 


eras not tila pioneer had passed the most intense period of 
his tug with natare that he reached even the incipient stage 
of agricultural evolution. Although he had settled on what would 
bac day be a farm, it didnot Become one until he made i. For 
ten or Afteen years subsequent to entering om backwoods ie he 
was not farming, bat beshwhacking. His land was thot, 
Certainly, but was not available for agricultural parposes. Kt 
‘ould not be ploughed or cultivated in any manner whatever, Tt 
Fetrue that from the hush he had evelved acres of Blackened 
stamps. ‘Those clearings, with some regularity, were fenced into 
felde with snake fences.” His operations for eight or ten yeas 
subsequent t0 clearing the woods were st a standstill uotl the 
Stumps were decayed sufficiently to admit oftheir removal. "There 
was one circumstance on which he fortunately could ely. It 
rarely happened that his rst crop was a fils, In thove eaely 
ays land was fall of mointrs, andy amonget those Mackened 
stumps, for once produced abundantly. Then, not asi fs now, 
it made lite dilerence when seed sas xen ful return oa that 
virgin soll was sure. His Ses crop having heen gathered, if he 
seed with timothy, a scanty award of grass could be obtuined 
CCulivation, however, for several years was impossible, The 
‘leare! land was one solid mass af stumps and roots, 20 thick and 
lntrlaced that no ploughing could be done. To obtain supplies 
for his fami, desperate efforts were made to render some potion 
Atleast available. Pionoee implements were like pioner acters, 
spyaceatly indestructible, but although constructed ef enduring: 





materia, often succumbed to an elm root and a pair of oxen, 
Fastening his cattle witha stout chain to the muzzle of his plough, 
he took his place between the handles, a long gad in his hand, 
fd which, Tam pleased to aay, was rarely used, and ever with 
tndue severity, An axe formed part of is equipment j also for 
femengencies, His plough frequantly became fast under a foot 
Setying every efort of hieaclf and oxen to exticate it. Recourse 
tras then had to his axe, cutting away the yielding obstruction, 
before veliet wns obtained, If his oxen, under extra exertion, 
were able to break a root which had been drawn to its utmost 
Tension then one end would rebound tits former position, striking 
the unfortunate ploughman across his limbs with terre force 
This usually provoked an outpouring of sprit by the sufering 
‘operator, in language not un-Serptural, but arranged in x manner 
altogether diferent from that heard nan experience clase at a 
‘amp meeting, forming a strange travesty on the doxology, sbich 


polite people of today might mistake for profanity. But O, it 


fras a deplorable condition for & poor man, who, day after day, 
[pt up an unceasing call to his onen, struggling at the end of 8 
chain. kn tht lonely forest, without neighbors, penis, end. 
less, his Hone a wretched hovel, his raiment and Is fre scat, 
fis tol endless, no condition out of actual slavery could be more 
wretched, Buty thank God! there was hope, and 9 that we may 
steibute his sicces. 

Tho scanty products of his operations were gathered together in 
f laborious manner. His hay he cut with e scythe. His grain 
tras reoped with a sickle, and later on was cat with a erade 
Taked with a hand rake, usually made by himself. Hix fork @ 
father uncouth implement, ws simply the forked end of» sapling 
This was a fuely ood article, and for all practical purposes quite 
tof, Tt had alo tis advantage, that incase of miskat could 
be easily replaced from the adjoining woods. With his oxen and 
sled he drew his harvest to 4 place near the shanty, where be 
Uieshed it with «lal His grain was winnowed bythe breezy 
of heaven aa he ited it yp and eting it all slowly, the wind 
Femoved all ight material leaving his file store in fir conditon 





for use. This, without exception, wis the system adopted by all 
ld setles for a number of years until the stamps could be 
emoved. Destroying these old obstructions was a joyous petiod 
for the pioneer. On a dark October night, everything dy a3, 
tinder the spectacle of ten or Seen acres of burning stumps was 
‘most enjoyable one. As dark clouds rolled acros the matky sky, 
freshening winds soon Tanned each lite fame ino atenser lif, 
imparting a food of ight to the landscape, Here, perhaps, & 
fire mounted and glowed around the decayed remaine of an old 
forest tee that stood alone lke an apparition of former greatness. 
Higher and higher it mounted, Rercer and fercer it stemed to 
burn, hotter and hotter it glowed, unt the ames had devoured 
‘te very Stal, when, falling at list to earth, thee ascended m 
shower of sparks th seemed to reach up to heaven 

AL this point, therefore, begins agricultural evelution, whose 
constant change in methods as raised this county to 4 high 
tank jn advanced husbandry. Previous to this period wile 
fnvironment was constantly changing, farm methods remained 
faoary the same, A vansitionl period was now at hand. Hitherto 
2 pionce's success depended largety on his physical strength and 
power of endurance, "A man who could work bard day and night, 
Subsist on scanty and rude fare, was likely to be most progressive 
Activity of mind was a commodity which, although present, could 
ot be made availble ait ca be sow, Hn cesta land the battle 
Was aways tothe strong, To-day a surcesfl farmer may or may 
fot hea man having a moscular arm ora song limb. Husbandey 
is no loger a tral of rrength tf naw a work for our rnsoning 
faculties. Any farmer who is now an acknowledged leader in his 
caliog will be invariably man of ability and correct judgment, 
no matter what his physical ongeaiam may he, He is one who 
knows well that the master's eye i of preter consqueence to ruc. 
‘cess than the servant's hand. He does not new discuss questions 
of strength or endurance with is neighbours as inthe old days, 
Objects of observation, scientific research, with the data aad con. 
slusions published by successfal experimeatalsts, now occupy his 
tention. Those discussions on rotation oferopyfrtaing poe 
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pertes contained in sbils, proportions of aitrates, hydrates, sb 
Ininoids in foods, the butter fat contained in a given quantity of 
rll from this or that broed of cal, all fdcate that progress in 
lgriclture has been very grest. The very fact of men intresting 
{homscives in matters involving atleast a limited understanding of 
there agencies affords evidence of «higher eange of thought and 
‘desire to obtain a knowledge of those principles which mo largely 
‘fect thelr calling, His very Best step, when the stumps were 
‘Femoved, involved an effort ofthe mind nd a test of his jadgment 
4s to what eystom he ahould adopt inorder to realize the greatest, 
profie without exhausting the fertity of the soil, Atal hazards 
this must be maintained, or those broad acres he had hewed from 
the forest by years of tol would In a short time become valuses, 

During 1853 and 1854 an extaoedinary impetus was given to 
agriclture by an event over which the pioneer had no contol, 
‘ut which, with caution an thi, for many lid the foundation of 
future independence, "A war with Rossi was then in progress, 
fd wheat values ross aliost to famine prices, From so cents 
Per bushel, which was all yt could be obtained at that pen, 
[SdvanssiDa fa mooths to §3.—Thosesoters who had large 
cree cleared, sowed Wim Wheat, and, of course, realized large 
profit While these values continued many a deserving and 
Struggling backwoodsman attained to independence, Ths be 
found-a nearer road to the goal he desired to attain than he had 
ver hoped Heamust be remembered that results foal were not 
fof that character, “Many who bad recently entered the woods, 
from such small clearing as they had beeo able to make: derived 
ho advantage from this iaiation, To them i was in some degree 
Aetrimenta by incretsing the price of food necessary t0 support 
‘heir families, To anothes, and happily small clase of ster 
there enhanced values were not only detrimental but ruinous 
made an rushed madly into speculation, expecting tht existing 
rises would continue. Landy which had been leased fom the 
Canada Company st $3 per acre was now being sold by lessees et 
‘S20. Such profs wore enormous, and speculation became wild 
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The war closed, and wheat fell to. 50 cents per bushel, This 
resulted in such a period of depresion as Canada had never seen 
‘Men, who were wealthy « few months previo, soon became 
poor, and, the greater quantity of land they possctsed, xo much 
‘mors wretched was their condition. While the inflation lasted it 
twas of great advantage toa large number, but it invslved others 
In ficulties from which they were never able to recover 

In 1852, an organization became genera in this county which 
tua been of marked benefit t0 firm husbandey in every depart- 
sent, and without which agricultural evolution would not have 
een so rapid nor diversified in its results. 

'A this period, the strain of pioneer fe was becoming relaxed, 
sod a transition ad taken place in faem management, which 
femanded an opportunity of comparison with those: methods that 
had Ted to success, where they had been adopted, By binging 
all products o the agrcultarist once in each year into one place, 
4 great educational system would be inaugurated. As these 


‘qualities of good and interior are relative qualities, so an salad 


hich appears to its owner a+ postested of superior excellence, 
may appear quite deficient when compared with another of the 
sume age and breed. Io fFlendly contest of this devciption in 
show ring, agricultuce has largely to gain. ‘There i no doubt 
but that farmers in Perth County, and in Canada, have been aed 
ina marvellous degree by exhibitions, on their onward march t0 
that high poin of perfection they have now attained, A success. 
fal competitor, proud of his wellaneited honor, presed forward 
to sill greater achievements, ‘Those who did not succeed wore 
now aware of their deBciencies, and delermined before another 
trial of sill came on, that they would mot only have epee 
former defects, but Fea = higher pont than had ever: yet boon 

Competition amongst our great agriculture is not actuated by 
sch consideration a prize money recsved for success achieve. 
ments ia-a show ring." Agscultural evolutions sprung fom higher 
Principles, “Those men who hate led the van in our. prescnt 
‘Aivanced husbandry have been public benelacloen, and any 














advantage they may have obtined, Gnncily or oterwise, has 
been nobly gained, Our succesful farmers ave protected hit 
dlacoveries by no patent eight, tele eats ae eto the poor 
‘stot thes brother farmers, a the au of heaven to thi el 
‘Those Breeds of cattle and hoses, whish now add x0 mich to 
subeequnt fo 1858. A Tate an 867, eggs, now an important 
fcr produc, bad no SonimerSa Flug Sulit Bes or 
Ivor Cais was imported frm the United Sates or Great 
cai and waco sina, encope ov ae Seto, Tar 
coud totes, and ware 
seers Ee peta pk that noe pid 
Soper oe com = 
foods aseped ia peyton. ov muny Snstancon ths product, 


Which some good farmer's wife had brought a long distance 
{rough the woods, with the oxen and sled, was execrable. She 
recuived a sinie price fo that paid fora better article, and the 
merchant had to regulate hie charges on goods inorder to 
Tndemnity himself from loss on the transaction 

The fist agricultural society was onganized in this county on 
December 15, #842. Mr. Wilt Jackson was slested Presiden, 
Join Gowasiock, ‘Treasurer, and J. J. E. Linton, Secretary. 
Faire were held fn Stratford at the junction of those street 
front ofthe Court House and Central School. It doesnot appear 
Subsequent to ths period, and particulary after 3853, fre oe 
cahibitions were onganied in several munipaliten, "No grants 
in aid of these soveties were made by the townships tl 1832, 
though fom that date they have been continuous, if aot as 
Feral as instittions of that importance would demand. Io a 
very short time th itluence of agricultural societies began t0 be 
{Gi "About 1860 farmers were making enquiries where improved 
sock ofall Kinds could be obttined. Hitherto, the old backe 
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woods cow, and her offspring, Browsed ia the bush throughout 
the county. She usually made her appearance with the Art 
Ploseer, and nobly did she fll her mission. OF what breed she 
tras, 29 man knoweth, Doubles, atthe close of that prolonged 
trot spell, which was 9 disastrous 9 agriculture in remote Ass 

‘he ad stepped from the Ark when it tested on Mount Arvarat, 
Released from a mode of life x0 inconsistent to her nature, she 





availed herself of fredom once more, by seeking the. forest 
‘Whore she spent her probationary period hefore sitering on her 
high calling = the woods, 20 one can say. Long belive men 
had ever dreamed of Durhams, Devoe, Holsteins, Palls or Jerseys, 
she was doing a noble work. She wat essentials pioneer in het 
temperament, ia -her intints, and in her power of physical 
tndurance. The most dismal forest had no terrors for her. All 
fay ong, under a lealy canopy of forest tres, she roam at wil 
Allnigh long, under the sparkling stars, she pecsevered in hor 
Yosatlon, the bell on her neck sounding 2 continuous tinkle, 
Unlde, tinkle. She appeared to be possessed of an intultive feel 
fg that unless she accomplished the work she had to do, the TI 
{ed children of some poor seer Would not elish the seanty fare 
Without her contrition. For those wild beasts that roamed the 
forest, she eared not s Bodle. For her a brush fence had no 
terrors. If she became entangled in a windal ar away in the 
woods, she ficed the ificuley, a did Napoleon on his march to 
Maly, when be said: There’ shall be no. Alps.” She simply 
considered there was 90 obstruction, and with one bondy Lo! 
she was fee. In winter, she subsisted on Browse, her favorite 
rept the tops of the sugar maple. At eventide, she retired to 
her accustomed place near the shanty door, where half smothered 
with dit, she stood meokly chewing her cud, until a new day 
brought new entorprises. Our reminiscences of the backwoods 
‘on may not be always tender, stil we cherish a warm feling for 
her, ae edo of mich that nove has gone by in days of yore like 
‘much that existed in pionecr days, she also has paseed away. 
Previous to introdicing pure bred stock into this county, our 
export ade was simply sohing in comparison t0 what i i now 








































7 All farm products of this description were sent to Buffalo. An 
foxdinary cow was sold for about S15. An animal of three years 
ld, for shipping, brought from 87 10 835, A horwe was worth 
from $50 19 S80. Lambs were worth $2. Hogs, dressed, were 
sold for from 82,30 £9 fon eareassasons) 5. Trade in live hogs 
teas sot intrduced for many yeurs subsequent to 1860, that 
hing the date to which these prices apply. Daring 1855, Mr 
Willan Laing, of Dovenie, an enterprising and excellent man 
Ae igh Thompson, oo ning mili, ad Ine Sr 
Durham into Perth County.” Me. sing was the pioneer breeder, 
tot enly of Durham, but Leitster shecp, which be ought in 
1p. In that section ofthe country eat of Toronto, and particu 
larly in South Ontario, the Miers of Pckering, Jas, 1. David- 
son, ef Balsa, and Me: Dryden, of Brooklya had lad the founda 
tioa of stock bresing, ad which, through the exertions of these 
great men, soon reached « high standard. From this ceatee 
‘alated our pure bred Durham stock, not only inthis county, but 
fveryhore in the west. We do not hesitate to say that the 
‘roltion arising from the eforts ofthese pioneers has rested in 
enormous pecuniary prot to our farmers, and but for this move- 
‘ment, out of hundreds of thousands of dollars obtained by agrici- 
turists in Perth for export extle every your, nothing comparatively 
‘would ave been received 

Improvement in horees came Tater, Ut was nt till 67 that, 
the Bret imported Cie horse was Brought into thie county. Mr 
Thomas Evans, who had removed to. Blanshand from Ontario 
“Canoe,” ariving ia September, Those elrts of Me. Evans 
to attain such revue as had boen reached inthe County of Ontario 
were in a few years so apparent, tht raising Clydesdale horses 
soon became a prominent industty on every farm, A singular 
‘combination of circumstances occurring at this period, 


ireater impetus to this department of industry than otherwise 
‘ould have attained. The abrogation of the Ashburton Treaty, at 
the termination ofthe American civil wat, was followed closely by 


Ww 





protective legislation being enacted in that country. ‘These events 
‘reated a marvellous development many industies in the United 
States. Amongst others, that of iron and steel in Pennsylvania, 
necesitating @ large number of heavy horses ting employed. 
These could got be oblained in thir own country, snd Canad 
bing 50 contiguous, was mrarmed with buyers fom the auth, 
Heavy horses advanced in price toa point never reached Before fn 
Canadian history. This movement ws sil farther intensied by 
Introdusing the stvet car system in cities and towns. Steet cate 
at their inception and for years subsequently, were. operated 
entirely by horses of ighter calibre, A demand was thus erated 
for smaller animals, which our farmers were not fora time ae 6 
supply. While our market for horses wis now most femuners. 
five other branches of farm husbandry were crowing in. Thone 
importations made, by Me. James I. Davidson, John, George tnd 
Wiliam Miler, and iatoduced by Mr. Laing foto Perth, had 
vastly improved our stock. In 3876 Mr, Thomas 0. Rossen 
Samuct Spating, Willam and"Jobn’ Weir exported the fst load 
‘of cattle from this eounty to Liverpool, thus iateducing. 4 branch 
of trade which haw added gretly to the wealth of our farmers, 


Prives of stock now advanced apdly util (aush has been the 


‘evolution ofageicultre) many an ld pioneer who had been reoiced 
{0 obtain 234 cents per Ib for his beet and his pork received at 
such as 7 cents pe liveweight for his cattle, and tosday ts tn 
receipt of the same figure for his hogs 

Meanwhile development in other lines pening up new industries 
for the farmer, were at his door. Hon. Thomas Ballantyne had 
iae some investigations about 1854 into co-operative daicyng, 
and subsequently erected the Sex cheese factory inthis county 
Milk stands were now seen on the concession lines, an object of 
Curiosity to strangers, who were quite at lon to explain or give 
‘reas for such rructres, A slution was soon evident 

This accumulation of soncurent events gave a grontimpeti to 
sgriultre inthis county, and indeed throughout Canada, Those 
ld tog structures, which constituted over go per gent of farm 
buildings in Penh ax Inte as 1860, were soon replaced hy great 





bens for shelter and accommodation of products. During the 
department, and agricultural evolution made greater progress 
Arig that period than it has dove eithe before or since. Reads 
‘were improved, substantial bridges weee erected, brick residences 
Dut, and carriages of luxurious construction ‘obttined for the 


faemer and bis family, all indicating opulence and comfort. 
‘Out-ldings, which had formery been set on block, were now 
trised, and Basements of stone, rick, oF cement placed under 
hem as stables for stock. Root clas hitherto consisting of & 
hoe excavated in contiguous clay Bank, and covered with lay, 
fal into ruin sad decay. Ample storage for roots was obtained 
lunr the barns, and so convenient thatthe labour of feding Was 
feduced to 4 minimam. In that period, between 1860 and 1865, 
the old torkey wing cradle was aid aside, and Ue reapog machine 
These evolutionary inventions rendered agricultural Iie a vocation 
requiing comparatively litle. physial labor. Tt was fast be- 
coming what iis today—a noble opportunity for displaying ski 
lctual power, Muscle is now no longer the dominant 
in auceesafl farming. Success fo agriculture is now 
sHfort of the mind. Muscle being subordinate quality, xa c- 
fndinate action only in matevaling thought. So rapid and 
Sweeping. waro these changes, that old. pioneers could searcsly 
fealie that harvest could be gathered without the oid scythe and 
Tuan rake, Tt was  plessant revelation to hie family when i 
‘was no longer necesary they should, through the lng weary day, 
ion in order #9 secure the offerings of mature 
Evolution of the selG-hinder was slow. The use of wire for 
Implement of economic weluiness on a ordinary farm Persistent 
speculation and experimental calculations of mechanical expert 
"limately trumped, and the problem of binding with ewie was 
solved. "Ax i manufactured to-day, this machine isan 
fatiaorinary production of scent and constructive ski, 












soncusTemat evouinion 161 


unapproached io practical ity by any implement on the frm 
It seems a “far ery" fom the oxsle, the shanty and the Bait 
the binder, the comfortable bullings, forse forks, sings, and 





seam threshing machines, few are stil remaining in the 
county, who will remember the little open threshing. mil, with 
thres or four yoke of oxen hitched to the open arms of 4 power 
se amongst stumps. This implement, which wasa great improve: 
ment on the fail, consisted ofa mall ylinder and concave’ only. 
‘Through small opening in font ofthis eslinder, the: wheat was 
Aviven with terse force, and a barviade was always erected to 
prevent it fying away tothe four winds of heaven. Aman was 
stationed facing the machine, his face protested with a cloth fom 
the grain that would have cut into Ns flesh as it was diven 
outward, and drew away the straw as it accumulated. This, ale 
tas happily passed away, That evolution which has givens 
the modern steam thresher, as it screams and roa, tearing, the 
sheaves in pices with a mouth of stesh as unsatistabte fit 
devouring passion 2s an ocean whirlpol, or the scorching breath 
‘ofa furnace, 6 moat welcome one 
No implement was hailed with grester delight by the farmer 
 eyan the binder. Te removed at once that pressure and strain for 
sssistance which he expecienced on approach of harvest, and 
restr degree of independence was felt than befor, Te appeared 
evolution had rested largely in his favor 
While all this was true, and’ thie machine had rendered farm 
lite more desirable, it proved disastrous to his vocation iam 
ay he didnot foresee, and could have made 0 provision aginst 
fen if he had. That ease with which cereals ofall kinds could 
be harvested fendered available for their growth milons 





pai lands unexceled infertility. It undoubtedly mage gra 
production on these prairies not only feasible, but extremely 
Profitable. This brought a formidable competitor ato the market, 
hich, under tht old system of the cradle sythe, could no, no 
oul not, have been in existence. Without these machines, the 
st plains of Dakota, Minnesots, and our own Nosth, West, 
Would have litle ao influence on the wori's supplies By ite 




































agency, therefore, fortunes were soon mate on these fertile Inds 
fr several years afer te inception, until production far exceeded 
those demands made oven by an increasing population. This 
rented in a depression of prices such as had not een known for 
ver a quarter of a ceny.. Farmers in Perth County, and, 
indeed, throughout Canada, s000, found hat, though they had 
ton relieved of much severe til the remedy was more dinastrous 
to thee nancial condition than’ those lls they ad formerly to 
contend with, 

Every year brought lower values than that preceding it, uot 
wheat, which had been sold for many years st a remuneative 
price, Was fed to eatle and pigs on nearly every farm. About 
TES farming in thie county had reached its highest poiat ia 
Success, and. during the ext ten yeaes sufered a period of 
depression, stch as many had not previously experienced. Te must 
ans produced in this county. Spring’ wheat, which had been the 
holy abandoned, Winter wheat was subsequently introduced, 
fceens. The profits arising from winter whestcutare, combined 


{Fth prices obtained for stock, son alfested land. Prices advanced 


idly, and previous to 185, when the collapse came, was sold 
for from $70 to Stoo per acre, After this period, in les than Ove 
Seats it had depreciated not ess than from fen to twenty pee 
ent.” To those farmers who had mortgaged their property easing 
feprecation simply meant. rin Under those favourable 
Conditions which ad prevailed, «margin of tweety per cen. 
trould be considered a sufficient payment on an adjoining property 
During that depressing. period, however, this amount. was soon 
lst. Thos, wth commendable intentions and thity endeavours, 
many a farmer inthis coonty lost his all, in his efforts to make 
provision for his fami. 

This sad that misfortunes never come singly, and this was 





exemplified to a great dagros by our agricltrists at thie pars 
enlar criss, That slspless and ever restless spit of progress 
tehich gave him the binder, destroying his market for cereal Was 
ikea nemesis sill on his rack. In its gropings in that dale seu 
fof posibilies i sslaed and brought light 

This beautfal and economic achievement of scince fell on him 








figtin with crushing effec from another direction. For several 
Sears previous his energies were taxed to their utmost Fits p= 
Diving. horses. at remueraive prises to sttet car companies, 
These, being dow supplanted by electricity, were turned ike a 
foment back on himself, In this case, a with his grain, be was 
perfectly helpless, When electrsty became general az & motive 
power on sttect car, thousande of horses were thrown om the 
frarket, and sold at_whatever prise a purchaser chose to ole. 
United States farmers also had imported from Canada immense 
numbers of young Clydes forthe prose of improving their ows 
As soon, therefore, as Americans fl that they were abl to supply 
thie own market an embargo was placed ov Canadian horses, 
Iwhich has for years virtually Killed the trade, All hose circum 
ances bad a depresing eect on agecultare, and my brother 
farmers will be my judges when V aay that those five years from 














{Bop to 1895, constitute the most depressing period that has over 
taken them since the early setlment and development of thi 
County, Every day farma wore advertised forsale under mortgage 
ra olherwse, for which no buyers could be found, and fold al 
the postin of « husbandmn at this period was not 

sn enviable one 
Ifthe selfbinder effected shrinkage in the price of bread 
ss which fora time was disastroas f0 agecuiternt, i has in 
‘ther directions been of grent advantage. High prices obtained 














fystem in thee production which was rapidly depleting the cil 
GF its fertity, His whole enengy was expended in producing 
teheat, almost exclusive of other branches of husbandry. Thie 





xhausted his land, leading € frequent failure of crops which he 


Mtributed to every cause but the correct one. Weeds became so 
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prevalent that they could scarcely be controlled, and were fast 
ompletiag what he had beg total extinction of pln food om 
his farm. New methods had to be adopted. To compete with 
the westen pie im whest groming was impossbie, and his vain 
sfforis in that direction hitherto had resulted! in Rnsacial embars 
rassment and disaster. At this poi in our history, therefor, 


may he said to begin our present operations in high class farming, 
Consperative dairying, introduced by Hoa. Thomas Ballantyne 
in 1867, had now, in many sections, boome general and remuner. 


tive, Tn 188r the frst ereamery on the Falamb, or cream gather: 
ing system, was erected in Blanchard, In 1876 T. 0. Rebuow aod 
‘thers frst exported cattle to Liverpool feom Perth County. Ex 
Profitable method. Ie taught him also what was of equal import, 
Ance—that to realize the greatest profit from his operations his 
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animals must not exceed a certain weight. He ls now charged 
with disposing of this product at weights s0 light as to endanger 





his market. Be this a it may, he is not farming purely 
philanthropic motives. So long as buyers do not scriniate fn 
Prices he will key produce that whichis most. profitable to hime 
Sei In consequence of these changes in his method frit fs 
being restored to the soil.” By growing clover, and hy paste, 
weeds are being eradicated, A better and more profitable spston 
is being carid on, greatly a his prof, 

dicing the i 

jn rural municipalities. This is ao doubt true, but iti not an 





cv If the waggon maker, shoe maker, tailor, and other rural 
tradesmen, who were located atthe "comers," ate no loger to 
be found, their absence is not detrimental either to themcelver 
or those "surrounding. He is not lost to our country. He has 
imply removed to the workshop or factory, where his labour Is 
still in demand ata fir compensation, and his earings promptly 
Paid at the period agreed upon. Improved machinery is now 
Available, and he can construct better implement or vehicle, 





‘which is soldat one-third less cout toa consumer than he possibly 
ould doin bis Title shop on the concession fine. This aapument. 
Wil also apply largely to farm hands, Many of there have eft 
the farm, itis true, But, like the mechanics, they are not gone 
from Canada. What has taken place is « change of sockiooce 
and vocation. If they are aot swinging a crate in the hawvest 
Feld, they are constructing machines that wil do etter wore than 
could be done witha sythe, and at much less cost. Evolation of 
farm life during the fast 20 years has been great, ad, even the 
rural population has deceased in number, there i no catne for 
slarm, Farmers have ot been losers, and let us hops that those 
who were farm laborers have been benefited by the change. Ta 
Perth County over 8 per cnt ofthe land is now cleared ff which 
fs tgo0 shout 7 per cent. was under erop. “The valustion of 
fe products in that year was 84,347,468  rchaed and gardens 
230,000, Live stock sold, $1,553,595, Twenty-ive checoe 
factories produced-goads valued at” §5a0/00n:—"Creamesy Bates 
wrought Sioojg0n, making our produce for ene year mn these 
departments 87300 000, 

The value of real esate, returned by assessors, exclusive of 
Stratford and St. Marys, was $20,000,000, to which may bended 
atleast 12 percent, to ind is actu! market value; bulldinges 
871752736 implements, 82,016,159 livestock, 84.6553, a 
rind total of about $38,000,000, x5 being the working Cava ot 

Meantime, as agricuture was passing through this period of 
depression, evolution in other departments of husbandry was 
‘opening up new avenues of prot. Commercial and transportation 
facies had mate great progres, completely revolutionizing old 
Imethods. Poultry, previous to 18, was not peoflabe, For 
this tase of goods no market had been established, The systems 
6f storing eggs for expor, introduced by J. D. Moore, of St 
Marys, in 1867, created this now important souree of agcsltral 
fecome, On every farm this forms a large portion of i cash 
ferenus, A system of cold storage was long in existence in Me 
Moote's warchouse before it came into general use ia other 








sections, In marketing farm products of vatious kinds, cold 
Morage has begn of macked advantage. By establishing day 
imens! associations, through the fosteamentalty of Hon. Thomas, 
Batlantyne and others, and introdacny co-operation ia the factory 
system, much has been done for this county 

Another important factor ia evolution of later years 36 the 
Agricaltral College st Guelph, Experiments carried om io that 
institution, and disseminated to every corvr of Ontario, have been 
CShractevaed by ther scope and reliability. This ianovation was 
fooked upon by many farmers, in. whose interest it was founded, 
for years with suspicion, ‘They rogorded it as not beg introduced 
for theit benefit, but as a quiet retreat. Tor superannuated 
politicians. Here they could” regale themselves ip innocent 
fetrement, on dairy skimmings, and that more neteitious product, 
nade fom the est mille of renewed cows. Here could they rest 





Aiter their paitie labors ination building, inaocent of personal 
fndvaninges, gaileless an the pratle of new born babes. For 
nately for Ontario, it was saved. by the good sense and 
honest condact of Principal Mil, under whose management 
ie has become an institution of which this country may, bons 
th proof of this assertion, Isler my readers to those thousands 
of farmers who visit it every summer with incrensing pleasure 
and cetanly with increased prot. Farmers institutes introduced 
twelve years ago, have also been prominent factors in gricltaral 
ducati, Those discussions, which take place at ther meetings 
hrave aroused a spirit of etuiry, and provided a means for an 
interchange of methods and ideas amongst farmers, productive of 
lasting good 

TEvoetion inthis dep 
I have hinted at so fr inthis chapter. Tt has dovstope 





tment of education has done more thas 
faculty 





in the agrisultral class, which was supposed not to exist even by 
themselves. That a farmer, nay, that large number of farmers, 
fre not only able to spelen public, but are able to speak well 
Would be & matter of surprise t9 those orators who’ launched 
their police thunderbolts in the log schoo! house forty years ago 
to-an sasemblage of what they considered gaping clowns, redolont 











of perspiration and bad tobacco, Stl, away in an obscure corner 
of tore old building, eyes were even then peering through the 
Tight emitted hy the solitary tallow candle, that ia later years 
shove with greater brillianey than ever did those of the champion 
‘acidtor, who stamped, raved and oared thumping the teacher's 
desk, in onder to give poiot-and force t0 an argument, which in 
realty was destitute of both 

Tn every department of agriculture now, edvcations fies 
are afford those esting them, without money and without 
pose. Horse breeding, cattle breeding, sheep, hogs and poultry 
nsclatons, ace all engaged in disteminating knowledge to the 
Canadian farmer, As we have stated elsewhere, » survival of the 
fittest no longer apples to muscular effort, in agricultural success. 
Peogrots arises now {fom that higher intellectual development, 
which enables ws to change material things, rendering them sub- 
erent not only to our happiness, but largely extending out 
sphere of usefulness. ‘Thus, we are smoothoning the path for other 
‘wayfarers journeying on the same road, who may not be possessed 
(of soch exalted attbtes a ourselves 

Te is hardly possible at this preset time that ang farmer can 
plead ignorance of the theory or practice of agriculture as a cause 
Gt hie non-success. The transictions of ll those various societies 
Sad associations are seatered broadcast throughout our countey 
very year. In those records are found the experience of ost 
bat men; aye, there willbe found the accumlated experience of 
ray great-men who are no longer with ws, but whose work 
Fenmine #0 show se a clear path where they had trod when all 
round was darkness. This work of these old husbandmea is 
ow a nebular comstalltin, whose light will shine in remote 
Jers nto the home of every farmer in Canada 

‘On every hand, therefore, we ar pleased to note ia this county 
the path of progres is bexten smooth by an onward marching of 
any revtlns fect. OM methods are at aside, They have served 
thcie time as instruments of development, and, like cast gat 
ments ae lid aay aaver to be restored, Ifthe sele-binder has 
rendered wheat cultivation less profitable, those various associa 


















































tions with the Guelph College, through its expecimental wor, 
have so plied the farmer at his own fireside with such an array of 
facts ae compelled him, in spite of hie conservative character, to 
aulopt new methods, By introducing these suggestions ad iano. 
‘ations his success i a matter of surprise even tohimself. It he 
had been left alone, if no effort had been made to open up new 
systems, where he could apply his energy with some hope of fit 
Femuneration, his condition would have been hopeless ined, Te 





would have been vain fr him to attempt these experiments hinsele 
Hehad acither time nor appliances at his disposal for their succtosha 
prosecution ihe had the taining, Farmers in this county, and, 
indeed, agriculturits everywhere, wore fortunate in having Davide 
sons, Laings, Millers and Ball 
ten the necesites faction to restore in some way that prosperity 
‘which, fora while, appeared to have passed away. As 4 rer of 
these efforts Wwe have now attained supremacy ia the Brkish 
markets for nearly all ove products. But, while this may be so, 
Wwe mart not forget that we di not attain that position without a 
severe struggle. Let us ot forget that on the pinnacle of fae 
there is no room to spare, and an ever present danger of falling. 
Let us not forget that the price of supremacy is eternal watch 
fulness. Let us not forget, that to stan our prestige, it must be 
ded with a miners care. Lotus not forget, that i once lost 








lantynes to urge upon our public 








it may be ie vets that never can be restored 

The outcome, therefore, of ll this shipping and hewing, this 
pulliag dows and builaing up, this cleaving’ away oll systems and 
Sestng up aew methods, has been to give the kil and educated 
farmet a. preponderating iafuence amongst those of his calling 
Notwitistanding high pices paid for Inhour to-a man whe under- 
stands his busines, profits in agriculture are greater aow thas 
ver before. As might be expected land is increasing in value, 
Dyers are now quite numerous, and sales are easily effected 
Inwerest on money is falling. Banle deposits by the farmers in 
Perth County are increasing to such a degree as never previously 
attained, all indicating that this period of depression as, bepily, 
ely 
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Meantime, while these great and salutary changes were being 
wrought out in agricultural methods, that agency which ad been 
largely iastramental in bringing. them into existence. was. ap. 
parently Galling into senity or decay. Ifthe rural exhibition or 
how fae had aot outived its usefulness i was fast passing that 
Fits popularity. It had been a marvellous educator, and an 
‘Mfestve promoter of our advanced agriculture, Te was the 
limbus from which radiated that great improvement instock, at 
Well as many of those methods which have added greatly to out 
profit. Thit agency which brought men together, to compare 
products of sil, was an aggeney that promoted eiraly in the show 
Fing. Rivalry in the show ring broggh nto existence deter 
‘mination to achieve greater success. This, again created spirit 
of eaguiry amongst exhibitors themselves how sack results ould 
te further extended and made more benefal stil. ‘This deine 
led 10 associations being formed in every department of fart 
industry, to discuss methods and relate experiences: These were 
the class meetings in agriculture, where each in tora. told others 
all the good that had besten him by adopting certain methods 
With a noble generosity, savoring more of philanthropy than that 
sls fesing which, to greater or les degree, animates al men, 
‘very new discovery was fee to alla our agricultural system 
thre are mo patent rights, What is known to our greatest and 
most sucessfl farmer fs the property of every ving aosl ihe 
choose to look at it.I this Splendid aspect of cura ie which 
‘stnguishes i from all others 

Though these various agencies in agricultural evolution may 
ave accomplished much in Perth County, by a united effort they 
‘might accomplish mach mors, It must be bore in mind, that 
00d as these associations are, and good a the local exhibitions 
may be, there is avast amount of Knowledge in connection with 
successfal agriculture that cannot be communicated int show 
round or association class meeting, This information must be 
fet forth and exemplifed on the farm itself. In recognition of 
this important principle, therefore, the Agricultural Collage has 
Seen established at Gu At this insituton, astration fe 








fenpartod in practical husbandey. A young student at this schoo! 
may now be pooseeed of more practical knowledge of agceultire, 
jn a year of to, than his forefathers were, aller Toag ile of 
patlnt investigation 

A tres that has produced such fru as our country fc should 
not be allowed to pass out of existence without proper engury 
into those causes which have led to its apparent decay. There 





may yet be some sap inthe old trunk, which ean he wild before 
itis allowed to topple over and be lid with the ox-yoke, the sled, 
fd the old muley cradle, Ax a matter of fact, the country fa 
Int been assed fom without, snd whatever inanition may exist, 
in it at present docs not arte becaine its utculnest i gone 
“Those principles underlying the country fair never can be gone 
Everything thats lasting and useful must rest on sound found. 
sation, This foundation ought tobe a conerete mass of elementary 
Knowledge, which, in progressive minds, evelves into geeat prin 
ples, A youth leaas his alphabet. On these letters, thertore, 
‘54 foundation wil restall his equations, deition,dlequisiions, 
ims," and “"ologies." To send him toa university, at the outset 
of his career, would be ke inverting the order of ereston. To 
‘limb the hil dficulty,” all must start from the plain. 1 ie 
important when we begin ouc journey, which may oF may not lead 








tosuccess that our path should be smooth, and every stp in our 
fecent be ar easy as possible, | By and by, he wayfarer wil gain 





Confidence in himself, as he proceed 
Spear insurmountable st the outst of his career, wil farther oa 
‘only add zest to his dstermination 

these elements led 0 success in academic fines, they have 
sso a simile fle on agicuture, though the rural show 
Few men, entering on the business of atock-breding, make thet 
first appearance at some great exhibition ia Toronto or elsewhere 
Here they would ave to enter the ists against old. Veterans, who 
hhave mide Canad’ name great a6 an agricultural county. In 
fact, it requires considerable courage and assurance for an 
thibitor to enter a show sing for his rst time, even ata township 
fui It is quite posible he may have seen his neighbor's stock, 
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Tikety to come into competition, and i satisfied of the superiority 
‘ot his own, before he makes an attempt, His couduct in this case 
nay be called cowardly-it is not cowardice, fe caution, and 
‘Caution wll applied 

Timay be asked, however, as only one can be fist, what effect 
would filarehave on other competitors. Faure impli @ want 
‘Fexcallene in the gonds on exhibition, and the act of comparing, 
Jn tet, affords an object lesson forall partes tobe found nowhers 
flaw. If an exhibitor, who has to ncerpt oteond or thind clas 
honours, is postessed of those quits essential t0 succes, his 
{lure wil stimulate him to greater exertions in overcoming those 
detects, which led to his defeat. On the other hand, i defeat 
‘rves him rom the ring, agriculture as owt nothing. Any man 
‘who leaves the feld at his Drst repulse, wil never accomplish 
‘ch for himself nar any one ele 

Before closing this chapter on our agricultural progress, I may 
be permitted Beal Yo. notice those arguments put forward by 
thore who desire to destroy the old pioneer institution of the rural 
fair, which, inthis county, since its general inception in #852, has 
done a great work 

‘Ht Te has, they say, served its purposs, as did those old 
pioneers who brought it into existence. "They are now of the 

2nd. ‘These firs have degenerate int n harvest field fr fies, 
who py thir nelarious vocations i a manner detrimental £9 ott 
Youths from the ural dates 

‘0, Horse racing engrosses the attention of visitors, nad there 
iso time to glance at fancy quis, needlework, big pumpking, 
fat ster or overfed pigs. A young lady performing om a wire, 
whose garments are suggestivly scaty, ia her frantic efforts to 
srange hee hae with one of et fet, i an attraction for many 
‘especialy vulgar mate visitors. Times are now changed since 
those good olf days, when an exhibitor, with his wife and family, 
sat aca the sheep pen, oF chicken coup, masticting a substantial 
Fepiatthe good, carefil woman had brought from her ome, In 


fac, tir asserted our country fice are anything but sn acuta 
































show. There isan apparent truthfulness onthe surface of these 

assertions, which ought to be noticed 
‘st Simply to assert that a institution has outlived its wsefle 
ess is in oo wise significant ofthe fact. That i€ was Brought 
into existence by our olf pionces is tus, It salsa tre that they 
brought into existance those farms, Hels, and roads, and lid the 
foundations of our present prosperity in Perth County. When 
thay organized the township fir it exemplifed thowe clementary 
Principles that nothing x0 far hax superseded, If i is greater 
fo create than to destroy, then let those who are desirous of 
palling down the old fettation put forward something to replace 
FR. We cannot aford to destroy public schools because univers 
ties and colleges are being rultpied. Neither can we afford to 
exist elsewhere, 





destay local fe becaoe larger oat 
Both are rns let both en 

tod. To tay tat sow Erounds are fafstd wih fie 10 8 
Tr tne peeence ofthese people ls Oot at tnmised good, nether 
ie Way uniaed eT ta polar of many, prtsarly 
{oF youn people (nt by any toast thee dace, at at 2 
teria age more knowlege than they now posses’ weld be 
epehoea | Winter © Oki tey kior of a ons booty 
done tavtored eynla Ws sallafed teen leach smatng mere. 
‘Wea have ignorant, greedy old beads who want something for 
tihng, sd they thick ov’ ls thle opportunity. These two 
Slases comprise the patcons of all whet of fortune and soap 
{skits "To be doped out of few dllars by ove of thes men 
tr porve gui to a young person, teaching 4 never to befor 
fotten Tees, that, notwithstanding all our knowledge, three 
Sil something to be known, 

aed, Tein co way detract om the usflnee of x url ext 
tion at al witors donot stad in ecstsien acing ig 
trutig Ia aspen or an overgrown star learelyrecining 
ral ‘The grat mse of people who nnd agrettral shore 
hve certain proctvies and the desire or inst of ech wil ide 
fim uoerngly to that exhibit which fe mom agresne te is 
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interest or his liking. Thos, horsemen will be found with the 
hort, stock Breeders willbe found atthe stalls or pens of atl, 
sheep, oF swine. Others wil eschew all of these and feast thelr 
yes on a painting, Be needle work, of domestic manufactures, 
This wil occupy a portion of the day only, when all, havi: 
enjoyed those. trump of ail each in bis own department, wll 
Sek pleasure i other directions. ‘Thus, every skill manager of 
an exhibition will provide means of rational entertainment for 
its patrons aloog with that. instruction to be received. from 
exhibits, Ia every department of farm hshandry there are oaly 
‘few who lead, ad to these is relegated by common conse the 
esponsibility of maintaining and runing stil higher the standard 
‘of excilensy that all may profit thereby. By removing this means 
of comparison, and taking away the honorable and public recog 
nition of superior skill, a great incentive to all” progres ix 

Again, to make ie worth ving, there mutt be some relaxation, 
Amasements at all public gatheriogs are indispensable, and form 
‘en inportant part im every condition of out Hex When all 
departments have been visited and commented upon, pase on the 
rand stand is enjoyed by al. Ifthe colt of ove aeigbour beat 
Another's in the farmers trot, failure is not disappointment. Lat 
it go s we have had a good time, and the old show fait i getting 
better every year. Ik would be ax reasonable to take away our 
shurches, because some agrculturiat attends punctually every 
Sabbath ‘day for ao apparent purpose beyond enjoying quit 
rap, his head rolling around on his massive shoulders daring 
service as stless as one of his own turnips. Churches are 
indispensable ia maintaining an exalted standard of good, 44 our 
‘ral exhibitions are indispensable in maintaining a high standard 
of agricultural progress. Rural shows are inductive, as public 
Schools are inductive, and both are essential to cur development. 

‘We have pointed out inthis chapter the evolution of agriculture 
in Perth County, although ovr deductions are in a manner appli 
Gabe to all Ontarin I may be permitted to emphasie that 
inductive transition, fom the rural show t0 the various associ: 
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tions, thence onward tothe ceotral exhibition, thence onward to 
the agricultral college, thence oowardt0 the fat stock show at 
Guelph, which seems to be the retest triumph ofall, Te isa 
marvelous skill that detects in s herd of cate, all good, some 
individual whose adaptability excels ll others is beting qualities, 
by certain indications unknown to an ordinary ebserver, but clear 
fs noorday son to a alld agrcultorist. Tels quite as marvel- 
Tous that having made a selection, he should be able to gauge its 
powers of assimilation so correctly, that a ration. supplied will 
Produce the highest posible results without endangering. its 
Titalty, This show is more than educational or Inductive 3 
Impressive, and a revelation to thowsands of clever, intelligent 
rman wh visit that they will never org, 

‘Notwithstanding all that has been accomplished daring the last 
Ay years theres yet no time £9 rent, No one of those old 
veteran agecuttarsts, who have done 9 much to exalt ther 
Calling, wil say, here we must ond, We have only begun tO 
[scend the hil, tnd may be said to rest on ledge, where we can 
trace our steps on the plain below, In agrialteral evolution 
there is no rest. We must continue to advance, but 00 other 
Tines from 
Knowledge, and the ascimulating conclusions of javestigators 
till more and mors become factors agricultural sucess. Let 
the husbandman, therefor, place his scaling ladder onthe moun- 
tain side and prepare for reter ascent, and’ @ more extended 





ove of Ok pioneer days, Culture, skill, scientific 





‘ew into new fst yet unexplored. 

1, therefore, beseech my brother farmer to acquire a true 
spprevation ofthe dignity af his calling. His positon isnot that 
fof peasant, but a countey gentleman. His mission is aot to til 
the ground ony, thatthe world may have food to eat and clothes 
fovwear. The Almighty Maker of heaven and earth bas 50 of- 
deve in His wise bensicence, that the lifeblood af the nation must 
forever come from the pure soutce of farm ie. The great centres 
fof trade mast continuously draw their best elements from the ee 
cstion lines. The country gentleman of the middleclass, in 
frery age, has been the bulwark of freedom, end in Great 




















CHAPTER XW, 


‘The Towoship of Downie was named ia honor of Robert 
Downie, Eag., « Grotto of The Canada Company, It contsia, 
in round numbers, 4,00 acres of fine land, an i valued on the 
fall of got at $2068,730. In #835, that portion Footing om the 
Hyon read was surveyed by Mr. MeDoaald ; concessions Nos 

‘and 3, in 1832 farther portoa, in 18353 the whole being 
completed in 1839, by Me, Carol. This ater part was a portion 
‘of the Gore, adjoining Blanshard. In its easterly section Downie 
was swampy, extending from the Avon at Stratford to Zorra, To 

1 Monteith sstloment, about fou miles fom Steatfordy a detour 
of eight miles had tbe made with ox teams inorder to reach the 
Village. It sala worthy of remark, as indicating our marvellous 
progress, that people stil living can remember on one ocasion 
When an old settler kept watch during a long dreary night, stem 
ing to a pack of howling wolves, in their frantic efforts, teying 0 
{gnaw hols through a log building that they might rege Chem 
Selves on a young domestic animal that it contined 

‘The system of agriculture pursued in Dove is that of mixed 











farming, and, having. such excellet sci, has been attended with 
abundant success. In every department 4 high point of farm 
husbandry has bo reached, as will be noted further on. "Topo 
saphically ii level in the eastern portion, rising to ill nits 
fwester parts, Excellent drainage is everywhere obtainable, 
it being intersected by streams of considerable magnitude Bowing 
though well defined valleys 

‘Along. these streams, therefore, willbe found the earliest trace 
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of settlement. This is peculiarity of all new countries, from the 
‘inning ofall ime tothe present. In Perth County cvilention| 
is first found on the Avon, at Stestord, next on Black Cres, at 
Sebringville, then on ‘Trout Creck, where Grst were located 
Monteith, Raokio, and Dempsey, and again at Avontony far say 
jn the wilderness, where John Murray came in 1842, "Tt i 
worthy of note io a new settlement how various nationalities 
group themselves together, doubtless for: muttal sympathy and 
[eiendly communication. Taos, in the south-east corner we Bd 
group from the North af Ireland, Monteith, Rankin, Dempsey, 
Wilson, Nelson, Thistle, Densmore, Robb and Hesson. South’ 
west, fom the South of Treland are Clyne, McNamara, Hotrigam, 
Killoran, Payton, Walsh, O'Connor and McCann." North, along 
the Goderich road, ate Germans, and we have such namew oe 
Sechach, Kastner, Sebring, Pirimmer, Arbogast, Shllshengen, 
Kisio, Gocttler, Goete and Schuciter.| North-west iss Scotch 
settlement, and_ here, particularly along the Avon, we find. the 
Batiantynes, Murrays, Dunlop, Strathdses, Thompsons, Grahaina 
Melntyres, ‘Stephensons, Aemstrongs, Mus, Atchesone, and 
‘aay others whose names indicate Scotland ax thee bet place 
Setement in this township, which began ia 1852; wae noth 
completed tl 1850. 

Those commercial centres, developed and fostered. by the 
GT, R, in building op St, Marys and Stratford, have sboacbed 
the entire trade of this municipality. Its faites for sipping ot 
there to points, and at Sebringvlle and. St. Pauls, tre not 
‘xclled by any township in tis county. In addition, Dowele has 
Splendid roads, rendering transportation of agvcuttral products 
4 mater of no difculty.. With such favourable conditions for 
teade, it should not be a surprise if in 30 wealthy & township 
Within its limits no vilages of fmportance are to be found 

Sobvingvile party in lice and partly in Downie, four miles 
west of Stratford is the greatest. ‘This village ta = sation on 
fhe B. fH. Rand has several excellent business. placer 
Here are located one lege general store, a drug store, tin, stows 
And hardware store, three hotels, our mil shopping and planing 
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ils, two cider mills, one fax and two sawmills, feature and 
Uiertaking establishnent, two Blacksmith and one wagon shop, 
Jewely storey harness shop, and two shoe stores 

‘Slvingvil was named fa honor of Job Sebring, an American, 
avi located herein 18345 and by erecting a sawmill thus Became 
te founder. His son David was fst storekeeper and postmaster, 
bis place of business being erected on lot 18,co0 1, Elice, The frst 
hte sil stands, sow Known a8 the "Adlington," nd was bull 
bya Me- Kinnied, Another old stle, and promineat man in 
Sebringville, was Me. Heney Seu, oow deceased 
1 Act seldement first Began In this neighborhood on Tot 19, 
con. 1, now, and for many years, the property of Andrew Goetz, 





Jap. “Other pioneer setiers were Michael Stoskopf, Anthony 
Goctler, Joseph Ackersvller and John Schweitzer. OF those old 
brusiness men, only two are now remaining, Andrew Goete and 





mest Schmit 
Tr 1843, 4 school was eested 09 ft 12, con 1, Downie. This, 
ss willbe found slsewhere, was onganized by J. C. W. Daly, in 
Tsu, and. war for several years the most westerly in. Peeth 
County. ts history somessat unique, having had two teachers, 
Hugh Hamilton, fom #843 il #855, and. Mr. George Hamilton, 
tow county treasurers who was incumbent from 1875 10 1990. 
Mer Hugh Hamiton, now deceased, was a worthy man, and 
sgeatly respected during his long tenure of office 

‘Kastnervil, a short distance east of Sebring, was founded 
ty'a family of Germans, named Kastner, also plonese setiers in 
thin istrict. This sw plensant country village although its come 
Inercal progress has mot been 0 great as that in the wet 
Stratford, afew miles aoray, has absorbed all tha 














faturlly would have ceased in Kastner, thus tearding its 





sdvancement 
‘Ser Pant’, 0 St, Pall," asi was former known, fs 2 station 
on the G-T.Ry and contains a store and postoice. Yn 1837, this 
point was chosen as the capital of Downie, and a township ball 
Erected, where the municipal counc meets for business, Com 
derable quantities of frm prodace ae shipped at this point. 
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Avonton i¢ & pretty village 09 the Avon, about seven miles 
from Stratford, and an equal distance from St. Marys. This 
place was founded by Me Archibald Shiels, in a8s2, Me Shiels 
fete for several years clerk of Downie, and erected a store at 
ibis point, Mterwards cbtining a post ofice. ‘Therels also s caw 
til, blacksavth shop and a neat Presbyterian church, Ths 
tilage especially In sumomer, i very picturesque, nesting tow 
‘own in the valley along the sream.  Avonbunk, a short distance 
further west, as a Presbyterian church, a lege cheese factory, 
pubic hall and post offce. In other sections of Downe. are 
{Concoy, Harmony, Frrvew, and Wildwood all post offcen 

Downie, with a popolation of nearly 3,000 souls, has fewer 
harches than any other municipality in this coum, theee hele 
nly three. OF there two are Presbyterian and one. Methoise 
This does not imply, however, a isrgard for religious cbservance 
On the contrary, no citizens could be more punctualia discharging 
their stored obligations 

Statford and St. Marys adjoining this municipality, are centres 
‘where a large number attend divine worship every Sabbath day 

‘To an excellent pamphlet published hy Avonbank Presb 
tern Church we are indebted for many fats in connection with 
the congregation itl as well ar throwing much Tight on the) 
easly setlement of Dosis ia this seston, Up to #842 ths whole 
Aintict was 8 wildemess, when John Murray located at that poing 
here is now Avonton.  Scarcoly a tre had been cat where S 
Marys is ow built Subsequent to. Mr. Moray came. Ada 
Oliver, who poneteated about five miles deeper into the woud 
sill llowing the Avon. These two bing at that time tone Th 
this vast wilderness were considered near neighbours, tn 1843 
and 1844 came Jobo and Neil Stephenson, Witham Rodgers 
James Giles, David Mui, the Elftts, and Thomas Brooks. Ay 
their names indicate, these pioneers were Scotch and Presbyetien 
secvises ware at once Held, ia #843 and 1844, at Mr, Kennedy's 
house, on thé River Thames. Meantime’ Mr. James Giles 
organized a Sabbath schoel, which he conducted in his own 
shanty, until those attending had outgrown his means of accom. 











modation, when it was removed to that of Mr. Brookes. In 1845 
a congregation was organized, upon a pation signed by 104 


persons residing ia Blanchaed, Doves, and Fllarton. Hitherto 
Iinsteral work had boon done by Rev. Me. Skinner, who wat 


petton being granted By London Presbytery, Rev. Me. McKenzie 
reached in Blanshard on Febroaty 24th, 14s, a few ales east 
OF St Marys, at morning services, and in that village duting 
Sflemoon, "On the day following elders were elected, vie, William 
McGregor, James Muir, Duncan MeVannel and James Sian, 

sed, Fullarton, 








‘This wa the fist kirk sesston ever elected in Blas 
St Marys, or Downie. In 1847 thei Rest commanion was ds 
pensed ia Me, Adam Oliver's log barn, Rey, Mr. Skinner officiating. 

Year log church was ercted on the site whore 





eater oo in tha 
the present edifce now stands the land being 
{Canada Company. For arly 4 ysar this stricture stood roofess 
and bat, there beng” no funds to complete i. When a last t 
twas made habitable « great storm passed over thi section jn 

iting the kiksy" leaving, four reafess wall to denote 














tvhore this oe hid een. This old roof wax again gathered 
Together, ad lid 0 

beneath it.The 
attendance, On Sabbath mornings they came long distances 
through the woods the ladies barefooted, and the gentlemen in 












their shit sleeves. At ther frst communion, « lady, with het 
husband and several other lady fends, walked fFom near St 
Marys, all barefooted, five wiles tothe pase of meeting. Wine for 





and Joh Wei walked to obtai 
Daring 1832 Rev. Dr, Proufont who had been inducted a fw 
nd was succerded by Dr 








Caven, now principal of Knox College, Toronto. Meantime St 
Ms 

to have ample field for a minister without other stations. In 
August of that year St. Marys was st apart from Avontank, and 








became a separate charge under Rev. Mr. Caven, Subsequently 
sturion was formed Between Avonbaok aad Mtherwel, when 
fall was extended to Rev. Robert Hamilton. This eall promised 
{atpend of $300 pee annum. Dr. Hamilton, then a young man, 
secopted, and on June sth, 858, was inducted into that charge, 
Shore he successfully laboured for 4 period! of over 4o years Ia 
{ie this old pioneer church was replaced by a brick bung, 
hich, in tara wae, 1850, replaced bythe preset brick ec, 
rcte at cost of between 8yc00 and 

ing this church are now 110. In 1857" Avonton congregation, 
‘which, tl this period, formed a part ofthat of Aronbank, wis act 


part asa separate organization ada sal fame charch erected 
Under the ministrations of Rev. Mr. Doak, who ‘was its fst 
pastor, this church continued t9 prosper, and an addition to the 


this building for several years, until an incensed mare on ie 
rol of members rendered & more commodious building mecestry 
to meet the wants ofthe congreyaion. In 1894 the presen brick 
‘lice was built at a coat of $8,000, ‘Thi congregation i tl 
{flourishing condition under the pastorate of Rew. J. H. Graham, 
having a total of 214 members. There ix also a good Sabbath 
School in connection, where an” average of 95 pupils meet for 
religious iastracton, under the superintsndence of Me. Fra Bel 
A ible class with about 20 young people i conducted by the 
“The Methodist Church at Harmony, situate on lot 4, con 7 

Downie, was founded at an early date by J. He Dunsmore John 
Lbbias, Charles Lupton, sr, Robert “Timmine. and. James 
Dunsmore. "A Methodist issonary named Cleghorn, while on a 
joorney from Shakespeare to West Zorra, lost his way to the 
Woods, and, in the sourse of his wanderings, reached a scters 
the serounding bnekwoodsmen, manifesting an interest in these 
‘ligoas exercises, decided t0 form a congregation to be known 
The Hite society continued to hold worship 

Weakly in privat houses and werward in schoo! buildings wnt 
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1864, when a frame building was erected. Its fst stationed 
Ininter was Joba S: Fisher, This church is still progressive, 
tnd, under the present pastorate of Rev. W. ML, Pomeroy, intrest, 
in the work is tl being maintained 

“The municipal history of Downie begins ia 1842. Prior to this 
period all appintments were made by the Crown of Court of 
Magistrates, who were appointees of Government, In terms of 
the Act of 1841, 4 mecting of the inhabitants of Downie, 
‘lanshard and Fullarton was eld inthe school house, Stratford, 
to lect certain ofcers and pass such legislation for their loca 
government as they considered necessary. At hismesting George 
Bison. was chosen chairman, J.C. W. Daly clsted district 
councilor; Matthew Robb, township clere; William Cashen, 
“SSsessor, and George Gibb, collectos, "For school commission 
Were chosen, William Snith, James Monteith, Joba Gibb, 
Samuel Robb and Arad Priest, This mesting also. appointed 
fversces of highways and poundkespers. In 1842, Downie had 
Tourteen rod divisions, which were in charge of James Carpenter 
for No. 1 No. 2 Hoory Reinstall; No. 3, Willam Duo: 
No. 4, Edward Donkin; No, 5, Samuel Monteith; No. 6, ted 
Priest and Mathew Wikon ; Now 7, John Switzer: No. 8, 
Charles Rankin; No, 5, Patrick Heron; No. 10, George Dizon; 
Nov 11, Samuel Colter; No. 13, Thomas Canville; No. 13, James 
Boyd ; No. 14, John Ballantyne, Pence viewers Jacob Cramer 
Michaet Balt, for’ Fullaton Richard Cawston and Thomas 
Wilbon, for Downie. Poundkcepers were John A. McCarthy and 
Joseph Jeosswier. These offcers were the frst elected by the 
people inthis county. Tn looking over these road Usts an 














Spproximation may be arrived at as population in Downie at 
that period. ‘There ean be very Wile doubt that the name of 
very able-bodied person vas placed om the lists, every person 
icing raqited to perform statute labour. In 1842, ane hindred 
and twenty-three ratepayers were recorded this, of course include 
ing that portion of Stratford situate in Downie. These performed 
thee hundred snd ninety-five days" labour. Assuming each of 
thove ratepayers represented family of thee, this would give 





Downie population, inclading a portion of Stratford, amounting 
to less than four hundred souls 

‘Thee electoral dties being thus completed, that of lgislation 
was next taken up and yeliws were passed :—"iet. That every 
ral fence should be four and onesalf eet high, above which was 
{abe ports and a single rider, the ower four rails not more than 
four inches apart. and. Beachy cattle, not allowed to run et 
lange, unless yoked with aT. having two sharp nals opposite the 
tose, and alo to cary a ell. Stays not allowed to rum, No 
pig® allowed to run under two months old all above that to be 
fice commoners. Any hog, whatever, committing damage 
within a legal fence, to be impounded, and all breachy hogs to Be 
suliiently yoked. All poultry sall go at lage, excep fom the 
time the grain begins to ripen unlit inthe shocks Ia tree 
fals across a road, it must Be removed by the nearest settler 
Within ewontyfour hours.” ‘These by-laws were again amended 
in 1845, "7, 48 and "9. Me. Robb appears to have been 8 
aeful ofce,ciligently performing those dates appertaining t9 
Bis office, On. January 5, be says he attended the election of 4 
trict councilor. He put up notices for township officers to 
attend at Stratford, and sign their declarations. He sont a copy 
Of his proceodings to the Clerk of the Pesce in Goderich, and 
peste another on the school house door in the village 

Tm connection with this mesting a cash account was submitted, 
of funds expended on roads by the magistrates. In Downie 
these disbursements amounted ia 1842 0 £33, 178, 9244. £3 
was paid to William Monteith for money expended in 183. Mr 
‘Thomas Patrick was paid £3 lor repairing Stratford brie, Mr. 
Rob received a further sum of £4, a8 Boe levied on. Elsaboth 
Nichols; also £1, 88. od, wild and taxes, He alzo recsved 
#2, 6. from J.J. B: Linton, statute labour commutation, and 
which he paid to J. C. W. Daly. OF this sum, 6s, 6d was 
aterwards refunded to Mr, Linton, which closed the fest ‘tate- 
ment af azcoune submitted in Dowie 

‘On November Sth, a mecting of overssers of highways was held 
‘in Steatford to report on their several divisions, These reports 











tell a strange st 
on even our main travelled roads, ws t0 the poople of Downie 





of those old days, al preset such onions, 


{vision No, 4, must have been 2.300 of the Emerald Isle, his 
report displaying a quiet hamor, when he sys: ‘That I consider 
Ue the rei posable enough, comtderingcircamstancer, excep 
(blige tha repel 0 be built werass the dev, and although 
wwe have petitioned ta Rave the same done by the district, et we 
fre willing 10 withdraw the stme, and othe work ourselves 
without any public expense.” Me, Edward Donkin, No. 4 














Aivsion, says |" have #0 report that the roa in ny division i 
impassable} although we have expended our state lar £0 the 
teal utrmlage, We wre cow sempeled We aun the’ ond and 
Me. Matthew Nelson, division Na. 6, report “That the road 
tot fit to be travelled by foams of any description, My division 
‘comprises the south part of the line of road fom Stratford to 
miro, inthe township of Zorra. Althougl intended for a patie 
ron i i aided by all travellers expe those om fot. Although, 
ord, within seven miles of the mast 

remote settler, sot we are compelled t0 go +9 Embro, & distance 














ef clvent miles. Fron the a of having Ga ced lod nero 
Inars; Grides tarog! to lod er bi, aa cary Oi ert 
tin, om account of the flood curying off all te bedges. 

‘Me. Arad Priest reports * That the rad in his division, which 


tn part of the lending coad from Stratford to Embro, thence #9 





Woodstock, is ot ft fo be travelled on by teams.” Although we 
Ihave had fourteon men yestenay working ext statute Ibu, 
et I have soon this day a yoke of oxen break through in several 
paces that were going 9 mill. There Te one crossway in my 


tmhich are totally out of repair, “On the whale line of road from 
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of which 1 consider to he crossunys, most of which have been 
Sop aay 

Me. Samuct Monteith reports “That the rosa in my division, 
stich commences at Seatford, ruming south os Sar aa the turn io 
the Zoren road, on which there are thirteen erossways within @ 
‘stance of one mile, which have been enried sway by the river 
leaving the road impassable for teams, although our statute lxbour 
has been laid out to the Best advantage, 

These ceports present 4 phase of life unknown in Downie to 
iby. "When we conor tin a datane’of atten ells thors 
‘were five mils of conduray, of, as in Mr- Montsth’s dison, 
‘here there wee thirteen sections af corduroy ina distance of one 
tile the condition of» seltler who resided far away inthe woods 
‘must have been not only Toney, but deplorable indeed 

‘During the ten years that local government war managed by 
sacct councils wory litle was expended in improvement of hi 
weap in Perth’ County, In May, 1847, Mer James Simpson, 
fiscce councilor, obtined 4 grant of Lt 156 ody proeeds of 
wld land tax. Thin aas supplemented by a further grant of 

om, od oF a total of £44. 56 This amount, excepting 
[sd at emuneration tothe township lek, constituted the 
whole expenditere on roads for that year, ‘There was neo ex 
fred £4, 65,84, on the boundary line between Downie and 
South Easthope, the fst appropriation for aay town tine. This 

‘ouat was audited by Arad Priest, James Clyne, and William 
Smith, wardens, and found corset, Another tatement of acount 
{sated in January, #84, amounting to Ls, 1% 30. This app 
(pieion roo nl copes ot vows wiepting ab foc e's eer. 
(Gn January 7th, 1250, » Goal wudt under tho Act of 1841 tose 
place, when ft was found Dovenie had 6,08 o her credit With, 
her fisances in this Hourshing condition, she now entered on her 
career of prosperity under those Uberal and tery practical com 
‘oes of the new Municipal Act 

‘Op January” ast, 18, therefore, in Mr. Andrew Monteith’s 
house wa held the first council meeting in Downie under the new 
Act, On that august ocesion, Andrew Monteith, Wiliam Sh 





Wiliarn Byers, Willam Hyslop and William Clyne signed heir 
oaths of offce.” Me, Wiliam Smith, on motion of Messrs, Byers 
find Monteith, was chosen reeve and B,J. J. E: Linton, township 
let, Having discharged these importat functions, they ad 
journed for an hoor. During recess they were not idle. On 
Fesuming, 8 by-law was introduced and passed, fixing. oficers 
Selaties fr iBgp! ‘Te townstig Gee an to reece a, Tom 

saressors, 2) por cea. clletor, 334 per cent. nuperntendent 
‘Of schools, £3; treasurer, £2, 108; suitors, each, 108. NO 
imention i ‘made of remuneration for themselves. Very Eke 
sch distinguished honours as had been conferred on them by thee 
levated position, they would consider a8 ample recompense for 
‘any sacrifice made in discharging their gubernatorial dies Ta 
February an. important meeting, was held, extending over two 
{ays begining at 8 a.m. each day. At this mosting, “the cer 
wens instructed to procure a seal of the following form, *M. C 

Downie," and about the sizeof a Sterling shilling.” Other busc 
reas being disposed of, “an adjournment was made for half 
hour, Eo die} 3 oelock, business agnin resumed, daposing of 
the balance of their funds, amounting #9 6) council adjourned 
for half an boar, Eo die; seven otlock pci, coun aguin 
resumed, passing several by-laws, adjousing ll @ o'lock 
toumorrow morning.” In March, another meeting” was held, 
lasting two days, when a by-law was passed, imposing a penaly 
‘of not less than ten shillings nor more than two pound fr efuse 
to acoapt ofc, by any ratepayer, to which he had been appoted 
They also fred their oven Teminerstion at 5/3 per day. AN 
excellent motion was introduced by Mr: Hyslop. seconded by Me 
Byers: "The owner or harhourer of any dog, se dogs within the 











tewaship shall pay tas of one ailing and three pence curency 
al dog n tak 





for the fest dog he may Keep, and for every a 
of Sve ahlings.” A rate was also levied for schools and local 
Improvements of £120. A counter motion by Mest Hyslop 
snd Byars was caved, of £100, of which Go per cent. was for 
‘edacaion, and 4o percent. for ondinaty expenditure 

At this mesting was also passed a dangerous measurs, 
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constitting concentration of power, antagonistic to the spit of 
‘municipal law. Me. Willam Davidson, a resident of Downie, 
twas appointed inspector of licenses, and empowered to. make 
“allgent search and engury in any House he suspected of keeping 
liquors in contravention ofthe License Act” 

IMr- Davidson was allowed “a sslary of 1 per annum ja 
Addition to any nes which may belong to him as complainant, 
‘To complete this autocratic measure, the reeve was empowered 
‘to grant lenses to any person applying to him as he may see 
4." "At this present day such legislation would very likely be 
transformed into a scheme to compel an important faflence in 
support of those political powers that be. In the early days 
however, it doos ‘not appear 1 have been followed by any 
disastrous consequences, either to any poitial party, orto those 
tho conducted their business under its provisions. 01853, was 
rade the rt grant for graveling, when it was moved by Me 
Martin, seconded by Me. Brown, ‘that Willian Cashen expend all 
IN Iabour on the main road, fom the village boundary westward, 
‘thing out the old fogs and laying in gravel nine fot wide end 
tele inches deep, these of the gravlling to be well made up 
with earth.” Ata meeting in August tro important motions were 
pasted, By that of Me. Monteth and Mr. Clyne, © Statord 
Schoo! trustees were empowered to borrow yoo to erst new 
Schoo! hows.” A letter was read from J. C. W. Daly respecting 
the Toronto & Guelph Railway, when i was proposed by Mr. 
Monteith, seconded by Me. Clyne, “hat the resvs put himself in 
‘ommusiation withthe commissioners of the Canada Compa 
and, if possible, ascertain what prospect there is of the Toronty 
Guelph Stratford & Goderich Railway going on the ensuing 
Scason, aod if he is sated i will go on, to subscribe ten pounds 
from the township funds.” In January, 1855, was established a 
Public Hear, ata cost to the municiality of 'Zg0, It dows not 
Appear that those efforts of our fst councils, in proving reading 
mater had been appreciated, its management very soon forming 
no part of ther work, As in Blanshar, the books were dist 


uted amongst the several wards, where brarians were 














appointed, receiving ns remuneration for ther sevices £1 pe 
cneam, Another grant was a ditingushing mark of progres 


ty the people of Downie, amounting to fifteen dollars, made 





1855, 10 the County of Perth Agricultural Society, and i th 
following year a further grant in support was made to Blanchard 


Aggrcultral Society, of ten dollars, "These two grat are sport 








ant as pointing out this acy that a scion of our people 





Id passed ver the early stages of 
interest in this county wns now setching out fe hands for 


fr 








structing the reeve to petition His Excellency i-Councl to have 
iments planted thereut, and that Joseph G. Kirk, P. bi S., be 


tamed fo make the survey, In the following year Mr, Kirk sxe 








ed to complete the work appicd for in ths petition. Dering 
that patriot feting which 











Instructing the eeeve and deity reee, to "suppore any meinere 
‘addtional llovance towards the support of the volunteer from 








‘he county 
amount granted by the Government is quite inadequate tthe 
Support ofthese persons, 20 serving, who have familie” | When 
the council met on June. 6th, 4870, it is recorded that they 
fnfered into x discussion with James Sutera, and other itll 
gent farmers, regarding the state of the crops. It win reed 





that the clerk "should publish what they “unanimously considered 
the crop in the township would average. Fall wheat, 8 bux 
per acre j spring, 6 bush por acre and inthe west and south ne 
soars tag ool ag 3 peed oa? tlh 1g (hoy, 4} tarmpst 
sore potatoes, lange crop, but eich diseased.” This se 
Goleta aapect, and he councl, with those fntligent farmers, 
Imuat have ben in pessimistic enood, to indulge im mach 
fovebodings, We suspect that fe farmers would beable to = 
was the 6th of June, what crops were likly 10 








be. Daring that period from 1850, when the Musical Act was 





intraducé up t 1870, the position of & township councillor was 
Alshorious one, ‘The whole machinery of government had tbe 
et in motion. Ata number of meetings ma business appears to 
have been transacted, heyond that of defining the limit of road 
divisions. Other mestings would be occupied discussing, the 
boundaries of school sections. The conditions of settlement 
changed so rapidly, that every year alterations had to he made 
‘The War ofthe schoo sections appears to have been a planed, 
as intricate and surrounded. with difcultes in Downe of equal 
‘magnitade to those in other municipalities, 

At this period « large section of our people in this county were 
in a tranational condition, Old pioneer systems were fast giving 
way, and ing supplanted by methods more suitable to. our 
advanced agricul ideas, This lt constant change in those 


these requirements $3,000 was borromed in 187t fom Lagan, at 
4 rite of @ per cents per annum. This sum war ttondal to 
improve roads and tries, Prior to this a great numberof road 
visions had been, or were quickly being, gravelled by statute 


bridges was now necessary 10 ensure public safety. At present 
many of these structures erected by this loan have again been 
replaced by costly erections of steel, and in more nvancedstshe 
of bridge architecture. Since steam theshers have been into 
luce, and traction engines are now moved from place to pace 
bridges have toe built ofthe Best materia and made capable of 
Downie sem t have been well supplied with houses of public 
entertainment, for whose government from tie to Hime, were 
psied very stringent lawn. On February oth, 18so, it was 
Enacted that all persons keeping houses for the sale of beer ale oF 
ther manufactured beverages, not spirtuous, by the gla or 
‘rt, if drunk onthe premises, and forthe gale of victuals, ute, 
‘lame, oysters, as an eating house or erdinay, shal pay a feense 
fee of £2,108 per annum, If any gambling or disorderly cond 
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was allowod on the premises then the proprator was subject 
fe of not fess than £2 ron, nor more than £5, upon convieton 

Bylaws regarding hotel licenses were more stringent sil, and 
regulated on 2 siding scale as to locality, where such business 
twas carried on. It was enacted that every applicant mist be a 
person of om moral character in fact, he most saisy the 
Inspector of such facts in order that a certificate may be ieeued 
His house must contain at last three rooms and three beds over 
nd sbove those used y his own famiy. He was also required 
to have A driving house with stabling for at leat three horse, 
land yard enclosed to hold caltl. Having theve equipments for 
accommodating the public, and the inspector being satisfied as 
to bis moral character, and. steady, sober habits, a Tense 
would, be iemued to keep house of public entertainment, 
and to sll Beer, ale, wines, and all spirituous Tiquors. Fer 
this privilege granted, if an applicant resided in the village of 
Stratford, he paid therefor £7,108; if on the Huron road, £5 
iton the Zora and St. Marys road, £43 and in any other part of 
the township 45, 108; with inal casts a foe of gat the cere 
For any infingement ofthis lave Reavy penalties were ict of 
aot lees than ‘£5, por more than Zo, withthe persicious rider, 
that one half should go tothe informer. Downie does aot appeat 
to have had within he limits, a anytime, more than eight hotel, 
the mumberat present (1902) being four.” Subsequent to passing 
the Crooks Act in 1876, no legislation has been enacted affecting 
the trafic or requirements of houses of public entertainment 

‘Oa the jist day of May, 188, the fist code of by-laws relating 
to rile of onder and tho duties and responsibilities of offers, 
Was submitted, and Bally passed. This code remained in force 
for period of Hitsen years. In 1895, under the reevesip of 
Nelson Monteith, Esq, it was re-considered, when, with several 
alterations and amendments, rendered necessary by changed m= 
tions la the municipality wes ngaia ndopted, and vow frm 
the atest revaedstatuten of Downie 

Tn 1844, Downie contained #370 inhabitants, including that 
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portion of Stratford within its limits. In 1845, 2777 aotes were 
{der culvation. In 18, the population had increased to 
na75 and 7,631 acres wore under cultivation, The product of 
the crop of 1849 wus 27,000 bush. of wheat, 24,000 bush of oats, 
51000 Bush. of peas, 19/000 bask. of potatoes 73,000 hush. of 
Tumips, 20 tons of maple nagar, 4,900 Ths of woo} and 6,000 
Ibs. of ater 

‘Downie has now tn schoo sections, one of which i a Separate 

The various oficers of Downie township fom g0 to 1902, 
inclusive ae a follows — 

‘Reeves itso, Willam Sith ; 1855-6, Rob. Ballantyne ; 
1857, Wo. E. Byers; 1858, James Boyd 1850, Robt. Blan 
tyne} 1850-4, Andrew Monteith; 1865-6, Wan. Eliott. Elected 
by the people:— 18678, Thos. Ballantyne; 1869, Chas, Wilson; 
180-3, Thos, Ballantyne ; 1874-815 Jacob Brunner; 188-, 
Corslius McNamara; 1885-99, Geo. Frame; 1893-3, Oliver 
Smith; 1899-6, Nelson Monteith; 1897-8, Geo. Wood ; Sop 
1900, John Arbogast; 1901-2, Geo. Kastner 

‘Diputy-Resver—W8sie5, Andrew Monteith; 1854-7, Wm. Cyn 


1858, Richard Browne; 1855-6), Wm. Clyne; 1855-5, Martin 
Brennan, Elected by the people:—1867, Win. Eliot; 1868-75, 
Jos, Salle 1874.9, John Fairless 188, Thos. Stele} 1881, C 
Swanson #882, Goo. Frame ; 1885-4, Oliver Smith ; 1885-6, 
Wa. Dunsmore;"s887.8, Won Welsh 1889, Robt. Thistle 
Byers, Auteligs Moses | 1892-3, Neon Monteith 1894-5, D.K. 
Eh 


Comncitire— 1830, Andrew Monteith, Wo Byers, Wa. 
Hyslop, Wan. Clyae' 1851, Won, Clyne, Jas, Simpson, Wan, 
Byers 852, Wan Clyne, Thos. Brown, Jas: Martin 1853, Win 
Clyne, Wan. Byers, David Murs 1854, Andrew Monteith,” Win 
Byers, Wr. Youle ; 1855, John Barton, Adam Oliver, Andrew 
Montsths 1856, John Barton, A. Oliver, Jas. Boyd ; 1857, Win 
Eliot, Richard Browa, James Boyd 1838, Won Blot, Wr 
Ciyae, Michast Kastner #839, Win. Eliot, M. Kastner, J. Boyd) 
1860-3, ML Kastner, W. Eliot, Thos. White; 1854, Geo. Russell, 





Michael Kastner, Win. Eliott: 1865, Goo. Rupe, M. Kastner, A 
Monteith 1866-7, A. Monteith, John Ballantyne, M. Kastner 
868, Cormcivs MeNamara, Joseph Iredale, M. Kastner; 1859, C 
MeNamara, Wr. Laing, Me. Pirimmer +870, Me. Plime, C 
McNamara, Mes MeLauchling #87%-3, Joba Fairless, C. MeNamar, 
Me. Piimmer: 1874-5, 6. Wood, G- Frame, . McNamara 1876, 
G. Frame, Geo. Wood, Wr. Thistle #877, Michael Quitk, Wan 
Thistle, G. Frame ; 187894 Jas. Quirke G. Wood, Thos, Stes 
1880, A Moses, C.D, Swanson, J. Quirk 1881, Jas, Dunn Joho 
Arbogast, Olver Smith; 18s, Arbogast, J. Duo, D, Metntosh 
188, D. Melntosh, Arthur Rob B. Payton 1884, Wi, Duns 
more; Av Moses, Wn. Welsh; 1885, Jon Dempscy, Won. Welsh, 
B. Payton: 1885, A. Moses, B, Payton, Win, Welsh ; 1887, Was, 
Porter, B, Payton, A. Moses 1888, Robert Thistle, J. Ruel, A, 
Moses; 1889, G- Wood, J Rossel, Robt. Clyne 18, J. H. 
McCully, Gees Hofiman, R. Clyne: 1832-5, D._K. Erb, Charles 
Jiskling, Geo. Wood 184-5, J. Arbogast, Dennis Ciford, C 
Jieking'; #896, G. Wood, © feng, J. Arbogast, D. Clifford 
1897-8; J. Arbogast, Hugh Hansa, C- Jekling, Samuel MeKay 
189p, Geo. Kastner, S, McKay, C. Jicting,D. Clilfrd; 190, D. 
Giiford, C. icing» G. Kastner, 8. MeKay ; 1901, Thos. Stele 
Me- Ballantyne, He Hanan, John Murray 1909, J. Murray, Wan 
Baltantyne, Js. Bradshaw, 3. McKay 
‘Clerks "1830, J.J. Es Linton; 11, James Redford 5 1856-7 
Thos. Ballantyne} #838, Hugh Hamilton : 1859, Archie Shiels; 
1Bso4, Wr A. Higgs 1865, Thomas Ballantyne; 1857-73, 
Archie. Shicls; a874, We Ay Higgs 1875-83, H.-A. Scart 
useors—-1830, Wane Watson, Thos, Mullawney, Jas, Redford 
1851, Wn, Watson, Adam Heron ; 1852-3) Wns Watson, W 
Trahan; 1833, Joba Thomson; #83548 Wen, Watson | 1857, 
David Swanson 1838, Won. Watson 1859-64, Chas Wils00 
1853, D. Swanson ; 1865, Geo. Russell; 1857-08, W. S. Holger 
169, Henry He Cale 187o, Joba Watson; 871, Chas. Wilson | 
1, Thos, Tucker 1875, Henry H, Cole; 1876, Geo, Rossel 
1877, Won. Dunsmore ; 1838, John Gibson; 1879, Wm. Danse 






































10, Geo. Frame ¢ 881, Wan, Dunsiore 1882, Jobn 
1883, Wm. Dunsmore; 1884, Jacob Brunner; 1885, 
Teeter oor 180-7, Wm, ougtos 
1p, James Cyne r990-, Pati 


“olletors—gorss, Chas. Wilson; #856, Won Byers 857. 
Wateon ; 18gius1,, Wen, Teahan :8G24 Cornelis 
15-7, Michael Quick ; 1868, Chas. Wilson | 1865, 
ge 1870, John Eller: 182, Thomas Tucker: 
j= Clones 1874. J. Gibson; 1875-75, Chas. Wik 
tio, John McKellar 18851900, Win, Met Murray ¢ 4 
Jot McKellar, 


Indinrs—aBgo, Wa Watson, Jas. Resord 1851-3, Thomas 
Mtluwney, Archie Shice; 54, Archie Shiels, Hugh Hani 
165. Hugh Hamsiton, Thos, Ballantyne 1855, He Hamil 
7. Mullawney 4857, T. Mullavney, A. Shiels; 1858, Dy 
Swanson 7 1836, Thos Ballantyne, Win. Byers; 18043, Thos 
Huttntene, Geo, Russell; 1864, Thos, Ballantyne, Thaw Tucker; 
853, Chas Wilson, Henry Cole 1 1866, Jax. Bennach, Joweph 
Saktd 3 1857, John Thompson, Wa. Stith; 1858, H. H. Co 
1, Swanson 7 865, Ju/A.” King, John Kane ; 1870, Wan. a 
sD, Swanaoe: 1874-3, Wow Higgs, Geo. Russell; 1874, 
Chas, Wilson, H. Cale 1895, P. Smith, Geo. Russell 1876-9 
P. Smith, Joh Dempsey ; #8789, P. Smith, C.D. Swanson 
vs8ous, P Smith, Thos. Blaskman ; +8856, Won, Porter, Gee. 
il; 1887-94, John Dempsey {845-9 J. Dempoeys Wi 
‘500, "Win. Porter, John McKelie;iger-z, Joho 
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“This municipality wis named in honor of Me Fallarton a director 
ofthe Canada Co. In area tis smaller than mast of the others in 
Perth County; in erty of soi, second t© none, Generally, 
mors rolling than Blanshard or Dowie, ts long sweeping valleys 
and gentle undulations make perfect drainage easily avaliable to 
very seston within its Tite. This township is well watered, 
being interacted by several streams of considerable magnitude 
‘The iver Thames flows through a most beatifal valley, almost in 
a dicect line from north to south, Along its banks are many fine 
farms, and, although the ancient forest ie now nearly gone, there 
area few places that tell ofa former glory. Who can wander 
slong these old streams, and mark those quiet, sequestered spots 
Stil found here and ther, and ot think ofthe period previous 19 
pone days, ere yet suthiess hands had destroyed forever their 
Ennpressivenes and beauty? 

Follaton contaios over 42,000 acres, exchsive of the vee 
“Thames, which in th Held woter bel! to be 255 chains wide, 
swith an additonal 50 links o each side as a tow path. This 
Tieer in Fallarton is sil held By the Crown. In that section 
forth of this township it becomes private propery, there being 9 
Sitowance in the field notes either for tow path, or bed of the 





Te 1829, @ range of lots was surveyed on the Huron road and 
thrown open for sltlement. A further survey was made i 1832 
the whole township being completed in 1835 by John McDonald, 
PLL,  Sulbvaquent t9 1832, when the frst stir eotered Fla 
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to, progress up til 1843 was extremly slow, During this year 
(18)2) Hugh Kennedy Janck fcated on lot 2, frst concession 
He was the rst scttler inthis township, and Was ike thor inthe 
flesh #0 the council for many years. He erected sae mill on 
Whorl Creek, near Mitchll, which was doubtless a great con 
enience to the new settlement, His mill pond was a source of 
reat annoyance, however, aways overflowing, foding his weigh 
fours’ property, and seriously injuring those highways in its 
ntys Complaints were constantly Being made to those in 
thority, Cold ofial letters, couched in language of erie 
Sgnity, were sent to Mr. Junck, pointing ove that ness an 
iutement of the nuisance complained of was at once efected, 
Fesourse ould he fad to extreme mensuzen. He appears, HOw 
ter, f0 have Kept om the even lenor of his way, quite regardless 
Uf threatened oficial vengeance, For a quarter of a century this 
Searare was kept up without any serious mishap to Me. Junck, 
nd ic wa not Hl time and circumstances brought a change that 
{he source of complaint was removed. 

Meantime, between 180 and 18)5, © great influx of settles had 
tsken place, and previous to 1850 Follarton may be said to have 
cn fully settled. Tt was, ike nearly all other municipalities in 
Perth County, located by ® miked population. ‘The north-east 
tomer from the ith concesion was settled by Germans. From 
lor 15 tothe Mitchel road was mined population, "West of the 
‘Thames, rom the Huron rondo concession 9, were English, fom 
Devonshire aod Cornwall, On the Mitchel rad, from Fullacton 
Vilage to the south boundary, including concesions #7 and 18, 
vrs Scotch, fom Dalhousie, Near Russeldsle was « mixed 
population, Scotch predominating. To that section, of which 
Casingtoed is centre, was a mixed population, English predomi 

Several miles east of Mr. Janek’s, a namber of Alsatian fami 
rotd near Seebach’s hotel, spreading south and west. Amongst 
those we Gnd uch names ar Robfritach, Kramer, Schllsbergery 
Paling, and Bartle, and further south Hofmeer, Kruspe, and 
Stoskopl: On the’ iver Thames were Andersons, Watsons, 





Browns, Rogers, Melntoths, and Youngs, On the Mitchet 
fond were Pridhams, Healy, Moores, Hares, and Beers. In 
yg, came the Woodleys and Bakers, locating where Fullerton 
Corners now is then geeat unbroken wilderness, 1844, the 
Canada Company opened the Mitchell road, extending. through 
Blanshard. This important highway formed connecting Tink 
between those older settloments at London, and soon brought a 
feat increase to the population of Fullarto, 

Fllaton ike the adjoining township of Dowie, contains few 











villages, and those not of great importance, The whole trade of 
thin municipality i diverted to Mitchel, Stratford, and St. Marys. 
onda everywhere throughout ace of the best description, ford. 
ing cas) faites for moving. farm produce. Suovmervale, 
beter known as Fullaron Corners, isthe capital, and Beautify 
Svated in the valley of the Thames. This willage was founded in 
1855 by James Woodley. In 1854, he applied for and obtained a 
post office, wth John Buchan as frst postmaster. As the place 
few in importance hotel was added a 1355, When t had been 
tlcided that this pont shouldbe selected 4s the seat of govern 
mont, a survey was made by Me, Willam Rath, of Mitchell, in 
186s, a the instigation of Mr. Woodley, when village plot was 
laid ut and named Summervale, The hotel has long since been 





‘closed, and the building fs now occupied ns a general store and a 





post offce. Here also is the township hall, scho 
Teachers, two churches, harness shop, doctor's office, cheese 
factory with severl other lines of business snuallycaeied on ina 
country village. A sawmill represent the manufacturing inde 
Wie in connection with whish Je carried on cheese factory, 
‘Shopring mil, cider mil the whole employing from eight #0 ten 
hands, and in certain seazons much larger number, About to 








miles west, along the Thames roud, is Russeldale, In the ealy 
ays this was «point of some importance, situated as it was in 
the direct read from London to the north, This village was 
founded and named in honour of James Russel, an old pioneer 
Scotchman, who owned the adjining lands. There is & good 
ireneral store here, witha post fice, blacksmiths shop, etc. Heve 





tlko is located the only hots in Fullarton, last remaining one of 
fou which were Hcensed to sell within the municipality. Mether- 
tell inthe valley ofthe Thames, was founded by James Brows 
tho was also fest postmarter. "Me. Brown was for ny years 
nn offal of Fullarton, and taught its rt school rected in 1847 
on lot 25, East Mitchell road. Motherwell was named by Bir 
Brown after a Scoich town in Lanarkshire, the original home of 
is forulyy and is now composed of m Hacksmith's shop and 
several store. For many yenrs the most important ilage ia 
Fallarin was Carlingford situate on lots g and 6, in the 6th and 
7h concessions. On lots, concession 7, was rected in 1849 4 
Teg schoolhouse, Known a5 No, 4. The lot on which this bude 
ing stood had to be previously cleared, the whole county being 
Ail nearly covered with wood, "In 180, the school wax opened 
ty a Me, Reily, an odd character, who was described a not 
‘eey_peepostesing in appearance, bit & fly ood teacher, 
tnd Blessed with 8 goodly portion of common sense, The bull. 
Tnained were offen found there, and, aftr addresses had been 
sen by some visiting miniters, as Revs. Thomas Dawes, 
‘Thomas McPherson, Steatlord ; Tapp, Eastman, or Finlay, of 
‘Mitchel, much eareatnest wa macfesed. If those voices who 
inned in Old Hundred, Martyrdom, or Rock of Ages, were oethor 
‘neil noe melodious, they were atleast sincere. About 1854 8 
tog blding was srected by Hartinan Cook for a residence and 
shoemaker shop. Subsequently another building was erected by 
Me. Abraham Davidson as 4 gsneral store and port fice. This 
hose ie sil standing. ‘These to ster in Carlingford fered 
15 (0 naming the new town, each being desirous ofan immortality 
in perpetuating their own name in Davideonville, or Cookeville 
The postmaster general settled the depute by calling Ht Caring 
ford in honour af the birth place of Thomas D'Arcy McGee who 
was then prominent in polis, and appointing Me. Davidson frst 
postmaster. Mr- Coole ald oat to Me. W. M. Janes who subse- 
‘quently erected hotel, Me. Davidson's successor as postster 
vets James Hamilton, father of our preset county tessuter, Who 

















‘was succeded ty Willm Davidson, present county clerk and itis 
row in possession of Me, Cowie.” During thi period = black 
Smith's shop had been added by Me, John Fink, who subsequently 
Soll to Mr. Rabb, "This gentleman further extended his business 
by entering int carciage building, i which be is still engaged, 
Meantime, Mathow Beydon had erected a sawmill on Black Creek, 
and conducted the enterprise. with success ust 1853, when fe 
lout hislife by droning Me- Wiliam Knott afterwards came ato 

rll, This 





possession of this property, converting i into = 
tras. great convenience, ad is now opersted by his son Samus, 
In the words of a valued correspondent, Carlingford at this 
time was a livly place, having two stores, Me, William Davidson 
having, meantime built «second ove in 1860. Carlingford, in ite 
palm days could boast ofa good band, under the leadership of 
Mr. F. Yeo, now of Mount Forest. Italo possessed a great 
genius called "Peter the Hermit” At present it ix compose of 
general store and post offe, boot and shoe burinesr, hac 

Smith's shop, and carriage shop. ‘There ie also a public choo! 
with two teachers two splendid churches, and the residencet of 
{so of Fullerton’ od pioneers, Robect Clark and William Lever. 
sige, who are erceping onwards isthe evening of Hfe and fall of 





femniscences of long age. Ia Follaton Christianity i fly 
presented, there being no less than wine churches witia is 
limits, At Carlingord the Methodist church was orgenied in 
18)8. Those pioncers in church work who founded this mission 
awete Geonge Leversage, st William Dickey, Thomas Rei, and 
William Cale. Services were hel in the shanty of Mr. Laversage 
for several years. Rev. Mr. Dunnett was frst minister, and 0a 
fone oseasion whoa making his way from St. Marys, became lost 
in the wood, wandering until diacovered by Mfr. Leverage, who 
‘wavattacted by is cries foraid, When a log school was erected, 
ervces were held there antl s union church was bull o Lt 8, 
on. 6 Subsequent to Methodist union brick eice was con 
rusted at a cost of $3,000, and which now alfonds comfortable 
fsccommodation to those attending service. The fest stationed 
minister was Rev. Mr. Davi peeseot pastoris Rev. Me. Ferg 
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son, in whose charge are about 83 members. ‘There is also a 
Sebbath school, having an attendance of 48 pupils, wth Mr. Jobn 
Snith as superintendent. Branches of the. Ladies’ Aid and 
Epworth League are also actively engaged jn church work, 

‘Knox church, Carlingford, was founded by William Davidson, 
who followed teaching as & profession, and who was a brother of 
Araham Davidson, long prominent in municipal polities. He 
‘was a Presbyterian of the old school, & man of strong sympathies 
nd kindly feelings, devoted to church work. For many years he 
was precontor elder, manager, taste, Sabbath school superne 
tendent, and caretaker, giving bis time and attention from his 
devotion to the cause. Amongst those old pionesr families in 
this congregation were McEwens, Bains, Davidsons, Cravrfords, 
Hamiltons, Thompsons, Campbells, Mitchells, Browns, Stewart, 
Millers and Colgubouns. In 1851, Rev. Me. Findlay, then of 
Mitchell held service in the schoo!” house, until church was 
rected, Rev. Mr. Doak ting first satioed minister, Subse 
{quent to is organization, Caringford was united with Avonton, 
Which connection ix stil maintained under Rev. Mr. Graham, 
4 pastor. In 1866 the present church was erected, which sil 
Sulices forall congregational wants. There is «membership 
at present of g2 a Sabbath school, with Mr. Andrew Stewart ax 
Superintendent, is aso condscted in connection, having good 
tendaace of pupils. 

Roy's church, also Presbyterian, and connected with Hibbert, 
Wil he found in the istry of that township 

A short distance north of Carlingford is Fullarton congregation 
ofthe Evangelical Association, hich erginated from Sebringville 
‘hutch. Rev, John Anthes was fst minister, who held services 
‘Peer Bitner's house, where a great revival tok place among the 
People. A class wns formed, among its frst families being those 
of Peter Bitner, John Ric, Michael Gosts and Conrad Shiss 
[After a short period thi clas had increased to snty, members 
In 1871, Me. Bitner donated piece of land, on whish a large 
frame church was built, whose tall tapering spite can be seen a 
long distance away. Ite membership, st present i 7, under the 








pastorate of Rey. H, J. Holtzman, A Sabbath school i als in 
Sonnection, under C. K, Shiels, with an attendance of 8 popis 
Fullarton Presbyterian church, situate on the Mitchel road, 
formed a part of Avonton congregation fll 857, when thirty-five 
members in that township petitioned to be erected into 8 separate 
charge. A call was extended to Rev. J. M. King, whe declined 
In January, 1836, cal from Downie and Fallarton was extended 
to Rev, Robert Hamilton, who acepted, and was inducted on June 
oth of that year. The congrogation at this period erected their 
ist church op the Mitchell ead, frame structure, considered a 
grand ope at that time. This building was again enlarged ia 
1853, and continued to be the place of worship til 1882, During 
hove years itt membership had greatly increased, not only a 
umber, but in wealth also, and the present brice edifice was 
ont of $6,000, "MF. Hamilton has been a Tong std 
Faith servant, and his name wil stand alone among our pioneer 





preachers, as ating his position for forty years with acceptance 

‘A Sabbath school ia comection with this congregation, wis 
‘organized at an eariy day by Joh Caven, and. conducted in the 
Ing sthool house near Moeherwell In 1880, Me. Charles Bald 
twas choven superintendent, who has continued ever since faith 
Fully to discharge the daties of that offce. The roll shows & 
lange attendance of puis. bible class also meetsin connection 
With this school, conducted by Me, William Stitt, Motherwell 
Sabbath schoo! supports a pupil at Pointe-aur-Trembles schoo! 
Avenloank, also, contributes to the same purpose. Present 
membership at Motherwell is 130. 

Methodism was frst established in Fullarton by Rev. Philip 
James, who established mission of Bible Christians a 18g, at 
Fillaton Corners, Service was held in those shanties erected by 
the settlers, and in a log. Building which was subsequently built 
for a school In 18j8, a Sabbath school was organized by James 
Moore, who came a long distance through the woods to discharge 
His dutics io this selfimposed task. Dr. Aylsworth 4 medial 

I was fst stationed minister, A frame 








practitioner fom Mitch 
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church was erected (n0W used for Sabbath schoo! building) ia 
Ivhich service wns held until the union in 1885, as Weslesans, 
Episcopal, and ible Chistians then became one body. A new 
hurch was then constructed at cost of $1,200 in which service 
is now held. “This circuit is at present in charge of Rev. T, A 
Ferguson. An excellent Sabbath schoo! is also conducted by Me 
Harry Rogers as superintendent, 

At Fullaton village ies Baptist congregetion, which was 
orgonied by Elder Mine nt an early period. Service was held in 
the school till a church was erected. ‘This congegation, when 
founded, had a small membership, which ts aot increased 0 a8) 
exten, owing to removals fom this section of many who Wore 
Shipped in its sanctuary. Its presat’ minister is Rev. Me, 
Marshall, wih John MeNeil as Sabbath school superintendent 

Bethel church, Mitchell Read, was organized by Rev. Philip 
James in 834, being one of the oldest in Fulton. Its fist 
satoned minister was Rev. Mr. Tapp, eho ike al ether pioneer 
preachers, held scrvces in the shanties and schoo! houses, A 
huech was erected in 1855 at cost of $1,200, which is ow to he 
replaced by an elegant and costly structure of rick on which wil 
te expended about $7,000. This congregation at its inception 
ad’ seven members, Jasper and Mrs. Prigham, James” and 
Mrs. Moore, John Harris and Elizabeth Harrin’ Mev Jasper 
Pridham was a strenuous worker in this church, to, whom tomes 
such of is success. This litle nucleus of seven members has 
increased 9120 at the ime of ou writings A Sabbath schoo! fs 
also condactd, with Heary Neal as superintendent. having aa 
Imtendance of So pupils 

Mount Peasant Methodist church, Fullston, was not organized 
Ai 1855, when Dr. Aylbworth, of Mitchel, held service amongst 
he people. Its frst members were Nichols Roach and. wife, 
gh Mitchell and Mes, Mitchell, Thos. and Mrs, Allan and Me 
Jobo Cole. In 1865, a church was erected which was superseded 
in sg by a handsome brick structure costing upwards of so, 
There is sow a membership of about 70 under the pastorate of 
Rev. Mr. Ferguson. A Sabbath shoal is also conducted in cone 
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ection with this congregation by Br. H.C. Faedy, beviog an 
‘attendance of fo pupa 

“The polio history af Fellarton begins in 184s. Subsequent 
to 18yt, and prior 19 1844, when it was separated trom Downie 
sid Blanshar, ex story io merged with that of those musica 
ities. In 1844, it contained 419 inhabitants, and had 393 acres, 
under cultivation. In 1850, the population was 1,00, with 4,138 
acres under cultivation, Tt products for this period were? for 
1p, 17,000 bush of wheat, 10,000 bush. of eats, 20,000 bush 
of pas, 13,000 bush. of potatoes, 18,000 bush. of turnips, 32,000 
That of maple syrup, 2,000 lbs. of oc, snd 2,00 Ibs. of bute, 
In 18g2, Fullarton had two road divisions, Mr. Joroph Cramer 
being pathmaster for No, t, and Mr, Michael Balt for No. 2. On 
these roud lists there appear as ratepayers: Nox, Jasob Cramer, 
Jacob Seebach, Theobald Brunner, John Coran, George Switzer, 
Hugh Kennedy Juscke; No. 2, Michael Buty Christian Gedinger 
and Peter Binet 

At the Brot counell meeting, in 1842, accounts were subs 
mitted showing that £24, 5 bad been expended Tor publi 
Inmprovements in Fullarton, nd 638 in Downle. In 1843, Be 
pathmasters were appointed: No. 3, Hugh Kennedy Junck ; 2y 
Jona Aebogast 3, Peter Bite: 4, James Smith: 5, Daniel Ney. 

Tn yg, Fullarton was sot apart from Downie, ns a separate 
municipality, There are no records up t9 847, But from inform 
ftion T have boon able to obtain, Hugh Kennedy Junck wat 
elected dstrit councilor in 1845 ; Thomas Bole, cere; Duncan 
Campbell, essssor. A meeting was eld io January, 1846, at 
Mitchel when it appears James Browa was chosen cllector, who, 
with great dificulty, and long trudging through forest and swamp, 
Succeeded in gathering’ toyelher £50, which he cared t0 
Goderich, travelling on foot,” Subsequent to separation, the frst 
necting of which we have a complete record was In 1847. This 
tras held on January 5, and called by.virue of a wacrane vnder 
the hands of William Chalk and Ladwig Meyers Eeguirer, two of 
Her Majesty’ Justoes of the Peace forthe District of Hera, 
‘nd held in Fshligh’s taver, Mitchell 




















At this meeting Thomas Boyle was elected chairman. Other 
ofcers elected were: Joba Melntyre, district councilor | Thomas 
Boyd, township clerk ; William Irving, assessor of taxon Duncan 
Camptell, colector of taxes; Daniel Kerr, Wiliam Davis, John 
Arbogast, town wardens; John Arbogast, Wiliam Smith, Thome 
Scout, commissioners of highways, Subordinate officers were 
sso appointed, forming. the fst complete list on record, AS 
poundkepers, ware Andrew Timing, Fanci lshighy Joba 
Babb, Joha Parker, Abraham Davidson, and Nicholas Harwic 
Fenceviewers were William Smal, Nichols Tomlinson, Michael 
Shellbery and Rihard Gill. Pathmasters ists contain thet 
five names, a marvllou increase since 1842, indicating that, ia 
short period of five years, settlement had made great progress 
These were George Roy, Andrew Kennedy, Willams Leveye Wil, 
iam Jardine, Frank Livingston, Robert Nichols, Joseph Russel 
John Shetebery, Gihert Melatyre, George Brett, Jucos Seebeck 
John Arbogast, Michael Goets, ‘Thomas Scott, Robert Clark, 
Daniel Exmire, John McCuedy, Charles Stuf, Thomas Worth, 
Henry Yeo, Wiliam Haines, Jasper Pridham, Witlam Eiger, 
William Greenside, Wiliam Hester, Hugh Kennedy Junch, Jeers 
MeLarty, Thomas Moss, Christopher Baker, Nicholas Tomlincon, 
Charis Beer, Wiliam Porteous, Willem Davis, Robert Melatesh, 
and Thomas Babb. This meeting also passed by-laws regulating 
sattle running at large, and defising the constuction of lant 
fence. Wa have ioseried copies of bylaws hsewhores where 
provisions wil apply to Fallaton, and indeed, all mosicipaices 
a this county, each ce being neatly alike 

‘Those officers elected in #847 appear to have retained thee 
Several position ti January, 1849, when « meeting was eld at 
the schoo! house on lot No. 25, Hast Mitchell Road, anda new 
st was chosen: James Brow, clerk; Henry E. Anson, nteessory 
Duncan Campbull, collector. For superintendents of highways 
were lected, Joh Lambert, Robert Reger, and Joukus Cole 
For town wardens, Wiliam Davis, Wiliam Martin, and Thomas 
Reid. A faancial statement forthe preceding year was read ot 
this mesting. This account was not a large one, recipts concn, 





ing of two items: a balance on hand of £12, 198 9}4de, and 
cash ectved fom Mr. John Melatye, beng wildland tax money, 
amounting to £12, ox 114, making 4 total of £35, 0s, 836d. 
‘Total expenitare, £25, 185, §)4d, was composed of orders for 
improvement of reads, clerk's salary of ten shillings, and four 

pence halfpenay for postage 
The fist township board, slosted in 180, met om January 21st, 
and was composed o€ James Hil, Robert Porteous, Robert Roger, 
George Leversagey sr. and John Arbogast. James Hill a 
shosen first reeve of Fullaton John Melotyre, clerk. This 
‘concluded their bovness, when an adjourament was made to Eeby 
ths at No, 3 school house, At thy mesting other olicers were 
Sppointed, and thir salaries fixed. Clerk was to receive 5 per 
annum. ‘Treaturer, whatever enay have been his duties, watching 
jon was not one j he was to rcsive 2 














per annum. For this allownnoe he wast take care of al 
Towarkip moneys, pay ordocs, Keep books, and find security in 
Esse, to the satsacton ofthe council” Aualtors were more 


finerally compenstted, with an allowance of 15 zhilings each 
Superintendent of education received £3; surveyor, 7/6 per day, 
we aint egal Cosa 4 pe days | Mente of 
So per dag, or five powcr per day tore than their messenger, 
Assesor ot alloted 254 per cent on all tases levied, andthe 
‘lector 334 per cent. om ll taxes collected, 

‘Ata meeting held in Marc the clerk and school superintendent 
cach gave bond for Lage. There was also levied a rate for coo 
fingencies and local improvements amountig to £150. 630 "95 
lls levied in $.. No.4 t0 build a new school house, A resol 
tion was also passed in May, clearly demonstrating the condition 
[oF ronds in this township, esting forth "that logs for erowsway 
Should not be less than one rod in length, nor less than igh inches 
jn diameter, and no basswood to be allowed.” In September 5 
twas granted in payient of seal for the municipality. On April, 
eth, 187, the suitors presented their Gat statement, showing 
a total ellested of rt4, which had not all been expended, 
06, 285, 14 il Being 0m an 


























In August, a great ood swept away many bridges in Fallarton, 
snd a special ley was made for replacing these and repairs on 
thers. This amounted t9 £50, of which £10 was expended at 
Brown's school house, £12 0n bridge ninth concession Foe, 
£10 for Black Cres bridge; ako £5 for bridge in 6th concession 
Further sums were to be expended by Me Fshleigh and Mr. Hil, 
mounting to £7, in repairing roads. During this year & grant 
was made %0 found public library of £30, on ihe folowing 
‘ondtions, viz, + 1 within ten days pation liberally signed be 
presented tothe reeve in favour oft, and if petitions be presented 
both for and against said grant then if the great preponderance 
of such potiioners be in favour of sai grant, in such case the 
town recve shall have authority to order the same to be placed 
fon the cllector's rll, but aot otherwise 

Ie is to be. regretted that the good intentions of Fal 
council in this case were frustrated by those plas adopted fori 
management, The system was theoretically good, but subse 
Shuently proved tobe practically ad. "There can he no doubt that 
tcisulting bray in any community mast be productive of good 
‘eval in promulgating wholesome literatare ad in promoting @ 
taste for high ileal, the creating of which a, or ought tobe, the end 
ad aim of all writers who fel the reapousibliies of thelr tission. 
Each councilor was appointed librarian in his own distit, and 
reosived a share of Books equal with other members. For these 
ho was responible during hs tenure of offce. If all councillors 
wore men of literary tate, auch artangements would be quite 
Toplicable. "I may be permited here to Fema it be educated 
fom academic lines were a crime, very many, indeed, of our old 
public men would be held perfectly gutless. If on the othoe 
find, an education gsined by obsereation, oF the stroggor and 
imperative demands of ster nscesity could be esidered enlight= 
shment, nearly all old backwoodsmen were eligible t a degree. 
Tevas only a few yours, therefore, after the Introduction of the 
lary when it was so decimated that its total extinction became 
vient 

Provious to 1854 license inspector had been appointed in each 














































ivsion, whose duty it was to inspect all Rowses of entertainment 
and grant certifeates at to all lgal requirements being flly ob- 
Served. An ofcer was now appointed whose jurisdiction should 
‘extend over the entie musicality. He was kown as “Revenue 
Inspector," and was empowered to grant hotel licenses aswell as 
thove to auctioneers, He gave security in £20, and one surety 
for £10. Mr. Thomas Dunn, township clerk, was appointed £0 
this responsible postion witha compensation of £2 per annum. 
‘This was ceraily a very modest allowance for so important an 
fice, Me. Dan's operations were limited by bylaw, and 
‘hich, considering seiety at that period, spear well for Fullarton, 
‘when it was declate that only two hotel lcenses shouldbe fsued 
temperance peiscples mast have made great progriea i this 
township. It was decided also in 1855 that applicants for hotel 
senses should payin Michell £8, ia the towsship proper £3 
All keepers of houses of public entertainment were entitled to 
Transfers, provided a due observance of the law wad maintained 

Th 1856, Fullarton divested herself ofall responsibilty in cone 
sston with library air by apportioning i amongst the school. 
‘This plan was adopted upon petition of large majority of rate 
payers forte dispersion that way. A codifetion of muniial 
bylaws was nove desided pen, inorder that all ofcers and rate 
payers generally might be made fally acquainted with local 
‘rune lgilation 

Me. McPhail moved, and Mr. Abraham Davidson seconded, 
‘Tat witha view tothe more ellen discharge of the duties 
devalving upon this councl, «by-law should be drafted embracing 
and setting forth rales of onder to be observed by the coundl at 
their mectings, and defining the iberties and privileges of those 
who may atfend such mestings, in compection with business oF 





‘otherwise, and imposing suitable penalties for the contravention 
‘ot such rules." Mr MePhail Mr. Clark, the reeve and clerk were 
“appinted to mke a digest fa laws and submit it at next meeting 








Having bown assented to hy afl boar, it wns then t be printed 
for siculation in pamphlet form, During thi year a grant was 














ade i wi of agricultural societies of Zs, the st given to these 
Highly tefl organizations, 

In 857, 8 motion was made regarding the construction of @ 
sravel road fo St. Marys. A motion was also introduced. in 
nay ordering the clerk to correspond with Blanchard sogard. 
ing this road. Fullarton was desirous of improving this Wighoay 
within her timits, and, by a concerted action with Blanshard, a 
leading road could be constricted of great advantage to beth 
The Mitchell road therefore, which had been cleared in 1844, 
hecame then, and is stil, one of the leading highways in bod 
townships. At a subsequent mesting @ plan war submited by 
what was known as "The Southern Gravel Read Co. oering 
gavel that section of highway extending from Mitchell tothe 
Thames road, and also a section fom lot 10 to the W. M. R 

These motions indicate a lvely interest in good roads, and ere 
several years in advance of municipal action either Blanahasd ot 
Downie. A meeting was held in ward No. 3. which would be 
srelly beneted by these contemplated improvements, and $3,000 
‘oted to carry them into effect. While these innovations were 
bing made in its more advanced sections, in other portions of 
Fallarton matters were not ia such a favourable condition. "The 
Fath concession was not yet opened throughout, nor was it ll 
1858 that a grant of 20 was made in onder to make i pasasble 
for travel 





At to frst mestng, in 1851, the board took their seats under 
appy auspices, andy amidst hand-shakings and congratalstony 
compliments to each other, recorded that “after h vote of the 
hole township being’ taken on them, they were all returned, 
Which plainly indicates their services for the past two years bare 
eco highly appreciated by. the inteligent ratepayers, of 
Fllarton,” 

In 186, Fullrton was fet ented to send a deputy reeve to 
the county council. Mr. Abrakam Davidson, an old member of 
the board, was eased to that dignity. Am important amendeot 
to the Municipal Aet came into force in 1863, by which all sever 
tnd deputies were elected directly bythe pecple, Formedy, they 











were chosen by the counel, which was elected by general rate of 
the ratepayers, Under this provision, in. 1868, Mr. Wiliam 
Davidaon was elested reeve, tn his father, Abraham ‘Davidson, 
fsdeputy. Abraham Davidson had been 8 representative since 
183g he son William ad never sat ata count table, except ax 
ierk. ‘These conditions indiate a high appreciation of those 
Services rendered hy both father and son, Perth County affords 
to other ilestvation of a man occupying his Bret seat at a counel 
table as chief magistrate, and by that honor talking precedence 
ver his fthor, who #8 a8 his deputy. 

‘rior to 1875, great question was being agitated ia this county 
as to granting. aid for constructing a railway from Steaford 10 
Wiarton, north, and Stratford 40 Port Dover, south. This road 
syas of immense consequence to Stratford and the northen part 
Of the county. A bonus of $120,000 was, therefor, warmly 
upported by the people of thoss sections. In Fllaton, Hibbeet 

hshard, anda portion of Downic, a very diferent onder of 
things btained. These minicpaliies were almost unanimously 

















‘oppored to the schems. ‘The representatives fom the south Were 
Ind by Mr. Wen, Davidson, reeve af Fullarton; those of the 
nosth, by Me, D_D. Hay, of Listowel, an able man, ft was a 
Witter struggle, and fought oat on both sides with uninching 
determination. On Me. Davidson and his deputy estarsing at 
that period to their constituents, they wee ile a the champions 
Df right and liberty. A great mesting Being hel » motion was 
passed by standing vot, amid tremendous enthusiasm, expressing 
Entre concurrence and confidence in their representatives i8 
fying to defeat this nefarious project. We insert this mation, as 
indicating that determined opposition t9 an improvement which 

Ti was moved and seconded, That this council highly approves 
ff the sotion of the roove and deputy reove in opposing the 
by-law submitted atthe last session of the county council granting 
'$120,000 of 4 bonus 1 the Port Dover & Lake Huron and the 
Stratford & Lake Huron R Rand would urgent request every 
‘ualedratepayerto turn oat to the several polling places inthe 

















ownahip, on Monday, the frst of December next, and vote down 
‘inanimeusly the abs proposition of sadling the munsipalty 
with St2,o0, being the amount. we will have to pay in eae the 
by-law is cared, without reesiving any coreesponding benef bet 
serey to satisty the people of Siowd and Livre, fd on by 
selfintrsted porson in thas paces.” Carried naam 

At this meeting was passed another motion, indicating tha, 
while the sentiments set forth were no doubt perfectly honest, 
they discover ia a marked degree thatthe council of Fallarton was 
fot at all deficient ia poiial tactics, It may be coasidered a 
fardinal principle in successful poles that what cannot be casily 
Aisposed of in a straightforward manner must be passed on the 
‘ther side, with such am appearance of laeness and honesty of 
Purpose a to draw the people’ atention from the main question 
fand centre it on a side issue. We submit the following motion 
‘ona very important mattr,as a splentilstetion ofthis theory 
and exhibiting a marvellous iasigh nto politcal science, Moved 
and seconded, "In reference to the cisular asking the coun fo 
petition the Legislature of the Dominion of Canada forthe pros 
Iibition and stle of intoxicating liquor, That, while we are of 
pinion that the said tiguors are injurious to mankind morally 
‘mentally, and financially, when used to excess, and have cause 16 
deplore their use in many cases; yet we are of opinion that 
hbiion would not remedy the evil, for experince has proven that 
legal restrictions have ot justfed the promoters of such doctrines 
in their results, and in our opinion, instead of petitioning the sid 
Legisature, we would suggest % die tho have the moral and 
lis trtining of the commniy to impress npon thse owe hon 
‘hy come in contact of being temperate tn all mates, and par 
ilar in intaxenting drink, aed try and rane the standard of 
morality inal ite baring, 


Before dismissing this part of our subject, ti worthy of notice 
the great confidence the people ofthis township appear to have 
Placed in those whom they had elected to power, In other mnie. 
Pultes there seems to have boen almost a continuous seule 
for representative position, which, while it may have indicted a 
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healthy public spirit, was not, on some occasions, conducive to 
their material ioterests, In Fullrton, however, when a man Was 
lected as geave he seemed as one elevated t0& digiied spe 
From his poston onthe township woosack he could survey with 
Acightfat magoaninity those scones transpiring around hin as 
fone who was monarch ofall he surveyed. No reeve of this towne 
Ship appears ever to have been removed by'aa adverse vote of is 
Constituents, The late George Lavernage resigned t0 accept the 
County treasurersip, aftr having been reove for eighteen Years, 
Me. William Davidson resigned after eleven years £0 accept the 
postion of county clerk, Mr. Thomas Ford, after a period of 
Sx years reir Mr, James Watson also veticed after eight 
years and Mr, Hil the fist reeve, served three years, when he 
iso retired. The fooves of Fallarton for many Years exerted a 
‘lecidedlucnce in the councils of ths county, and have given 
more wardens to preside over its deliberations than any other 
‘mnisialty. Although this township has been undoubtedly 
‘epreacnted by ble men, we are yet of the epinion that x portion 
it least, of thet influence arose from thei long. and fetimate 
Knowledge of county affairs, which their constant reelection by 
the poopie enabled them to acauire 

Wis not surprising, therefore, that strong flings of personal 
friendship sprang up between the rove and those who had been 
fo long with him around the council table. [tis not surprising, 
too, that on the evening of their Tast meeting, when the adjourn 
nent is recorded sine iy that melanchaly retrospocts should be 
indulged in. Although they may have been conscious of having 
foe their duty honestly, earesly, and 








1d wel, an appeal to the 
Sectorate, a court often notoriously cle, and inconsistent in is 
judgment always produced misgivings of results It isnot sute 
rising either, ater the “weeping hour” ie passed, that with 
fotos fm their hearts, and tears in thsi eyes, we find ther join 
Fran and sing as they did st ou mesting in Pullarton,— 

‘Then Jong re be Que, 

‘had wi roe ae 








‘The various offcers of Fullarton township from 1850 191902, 
Inclusive, are as follows — 

‘Rerss.—1830-2, James Hill; 1853, Thos. Ford j 85-61, 
James Watson 18627, Thos. Ford? 1868-78, Wm, Davidson | 
1875-96, Geo. Leversage ; 1897-1903, James Russell 

Depaty-ecve—1864-5, Abraham Davidson; 1866, Geo, Lever- 
sages #867-5, A. Davidson; 1870-3, Richard Francis: 1874, 
RU H. Bain; 1877-81, Ro Francie; 882-7, Thos. Careley 
1888-9, Nicholas Roach; #89096, Joseph Jackson; 187-5, Pater 

Conneiore—1850, Robt. Roger, Robert Porteous, Geo. Lavet= 
sage, John Arbogast; 1851, R- Rogers, R. Porous, John Fish. 
leigh, Valentine Rabecitch; 1852, Fsbleigh, We. iartyo, Jan 
Watson, V. Rohireitsch; #855, Job Fshlegh, Win, Martyn, Jas 
Watson, Wr. Dickie #854, T. Ford, W. Martyn, Wm, Dickie, 
Payton Botteril 1855, Robt. Clark, Abraham Davidson, Danial 
McPhail, Won. ‘Mariya; 1896, R. Clark, A. Davideon, D, 
MePhail, John Cole; 1857, D. McPhail, J. Cole, Edwin Dodds, 
A. Davidion + 1858, 7. Ford, E, Dodds, J. Cole, A, Davidaon | 
‘8591, T- Ford, A, Davidson, E. Dodds, Alex. MoConachie 
1852, Geo. Leverage, A, Davison, E, Dodds, Il. Ey Hanson 
1853, Geo. Leversage, H. Hansoa, F. Uileck, A. Davidson | 
185465, Goo. Laversige, H. E, Hanson, F, Lilfick ; 1866, F 
Uilick, A. Davidson, Wm. Dickie; 1867, Ge, West F Ullec, 
Won, Dickie; 1858, Richard Francs, Samus] Gouray, Jos Bald | 
1869, Jas. Brows, R. Francis, Edwin Ross 1870, Jas. Brown, 
Geo. Roy, Jas. Moores 1871-2, Geo. Roy, Micha Arbogast 
James Moore: 1873, M- Arbogast, Francis Standeven, N. Roach | 
1874, N. Roach, MM. Arbogast, Jax. Moore 1875, N. Roach, 
Horace Fawcett, M. Arbogast 1876, N. Roach, M. Arbogast 
Richard Watson ; 1877, N. Roach, R. Watson, Henry Heal | 
1878, N. Roach, R. Watson, Geo. Johnson ; 187980, N. Reach, 
Geo, Johnson, ‘Thos. Curelley 1881, N. Roach, T. Curley, 
Jacob Ney 188287, N, Roach, Nesbite Potter, J. Ney 1888, N. 
Potter: Joseph Jackson, Thos. Edwards ; 18%, Jos, Jackson, T 
Edwards, Jox Mcintyre 1890-1, P. Arbogast, Jos, Melatjre, 

a 





thos, Edwards ; 1892-3, Edwards, P. Arbogast, John Butler 
Ton, T, Edvard, John MENeil, P. Arbogast ; 1895, P. Arbogast 
Je'MieNe Jus, Russell; 1896, J- Russell, P. Arbogast, Oliver 
Harts, 1857-8, O. Harris, L. Turner, C. Ratz; 1899, P. Arboxast, 
Le Turner, G. Ratz; 19001, P. Arbogast, O. Harris, L. Ture, 
C. Rates gos, Le Turner, O- Hares, P, Sesbach, C. Rats 
Corks —-rBgorse John Mclatyee: 1853-7, Thos, Duan 1838, 
Dan MePhait 185967, Wen. Davidson 186872, Richard 
Moore 18738; Geo. Leverage 1879-1902, Jobn Wilbon 
Toessrt tage, Jobn Lambert; 185-2, Win. Rath ; 1853, 
rion, Solihy 184) Jas. Anderson ; 18558, Robt. Porteous ; 
Son, Win, Aldred | 1860, Robt, Porteous 1862, Thos. Shilig 
ont 185a"3, R. Porteous; #864-7, Edward Turner 5 1868, Henry 
Hasson 1805-70, Richard Watson 1871, Jas. Browns 187%, 
Thon Skioner t873ch Jas Browa j 1875, Richard Watson 
S90, B Torner 1877-85, Jas. Brown ; 1884-5, Wo Courtice 
Seeing, Richard Franc: 1895-2902, Jos. Melayre 
Trocnversi8geg, James Beown ; 1860, Wim. Davidson 
1861-1503, Jobe. Cole 
Calecess. 1850 s5¢ Duncan Campbells 1830-51, 
beg 188, Edwin Turner; #86344, Wm. Davidson, 36 1865, 
Jacob Bald; 1866-7, Willam Davidson, st 1888-70, 
Skimmers sgt Samuel Gourty ; r87a-p, Ferdinand Utbik 
sje, Thon Skinners 1880, F, Ulric; 1881-3, Wm. Courtice 
{Shy-of Alex Hthel #8957, Jo. Butler; 18981992, Jno. Roges 
Hotlorn —t8go, Joy Buchan, Wa. Rath; 1851, John Bashan, 
Chan, Thom; aBsi-t, Chas. Thora, Thos. Sloane 1855, Thos 
Matheson, Chas. Thorn; 1856, ‘Thos: Matheson, John MeGill 5 
teen Chas. Thorn, Joba McGill; 1838-40, Wm. Davidson, Hux 
Ghuotms 18, Jobo Mitchll,Andeew MePherson5 1852-3, Wm 
Riley, H, Chisholm : 1864, Geo. West H. Chisholm ; 1805, Gv 
Weck}. Buchan; 1856, Jos. Hunt, J. Hochan 1867, H. Chisholm, 
Jan Woodley? 1868, jas. Beown, H. Chisholm; 1869-75, We 
Davidnom, sry Jas: Brown ; 1874-5, John Buchan Jas, Brown 
Tovoon fan Brow, Win Davison; 1891-2, Wr. Str J 
Reskery 1895, Wn. Stevi, Jos. HL Harper 1894-1901, Wm 
Steratt Jan, Ward gos, Win. Sterst, Richard Pomeroy. 
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Blanshaed township i situated in the centre of a great triangle, 
formed by the Huron road, Governor's rd, and the London and 
Goderich road, extending fom London to Clinton, It scsived 
its name in honor of Mr. Blatshard, a director ofthe Canada 
Company, and was aot surveyed tll 1839. This municipality was, 
therefore, the last to be opened up in the Huron Tract, That it 
should thas have remained so long dil ot aroe from undesirable 
ondtioos in the si. On the contrary, contained no swamp, 
ons. Indeed, i contains, perhaps, larger bck of unbroken 
tfnce thas ean be found elorwher inthis county. Like Hibbert, 
its backward position arose from circumstances connested with 
the surveys of surrounding municipalities, 

‘When opened for sttiement mo townrhip in this county was 
ore rapidly taken up. Is sol was sniformly 0 good, that in 
{period extending (omy 1851 to 1838, every acre was cllmed by 
ners, lessees or squatters” A contiguity of pioneers 0 ea 
ether ina pew country has & masked eect in its progress. Where 
‘ramps exist, or land is broken by rok, sand, or other obstacles 
to retard operations of the woodint, settler become isolated 
fromeach ether. This condition renders oad making and building 
of schools and houses too heavy a task to thse few ao sparsely 
located on suitable intervening lands. No such obstructions 
sffcted this township. Blanshard had no dficulies extraneous 
‘to those inseparable fom ie in the woods under favourable con- 
Stions. Progress was, therefore, rapid, extending in avery short 











time to every section. It is also noticeable in a new countey that 
advancement is largely dependent on the character of those by 
thom itis sted. Indeed, this is of greater consequence to 
evelopment than extreme fertility of sil. "This county was most 
fortunate in being located by people of British origin and Germans. 
A better clase of bushmen could not be obtained from any other 
ational, and results afford ample evidence ofthis fact. 
Blanshard was seted almost enticely by people from the north 
of Ireland, particulary that portion west of the dver Thames 
East of the river, surrounding St. Marys, Scotch predominated 
‘West of the river, north of Ireland poople were immensely ia the 
ascendancy. —Setloment began almost rimultancousiy north and 
South ofthe Little Falls, ‘The MeGeegor family, Legg, Mackin 
tosh, Forester, Weir, Delmage, Sinclair, and Jicking were 
Pioneers. Southward were Brady, Pickard, MeVannel, Weston, 
Tasker, and Hutchings. Extending” north and south on tho 
Mitchel road were Christie, Henderson, Doupe, Switzer, Spare 
ling, Armstrong, MeKinnett, Cameron, Careol, Rea, Warten, 
Sansburn, Ball, Draper, Wills and Hayes, On concession one 
were Bell, Meighen, Irvine, Robertson, and Gowan. On to 
and three were Cameron, Dickinson, ‘McCullough, ‘McCallum, 
AAnersoa, Smiter, Hestty, and Sparling. On four and five were 
Spetrin, ‘Shior, Kennedy, Irvine, Berry, Robinson, Hazlewood, 
fd Biras, On sx and seven, Beaner, Marvote, Cathear, 
Greighion, Paynter, Chappel, Riordan, Morrill, Murphy, and 
Miller. On eight and nine were Rea, Wills, Melatyre, Stalford, 
Moutray, Sawyer, MeDougal, Parker, Dwyer, and Quins, Oa 
ten and’ cleven were Somerile, Slack, Crawford, Dinsmore, 
Shipley, MeDooald, Styles, Gili, and Hopkins. “On twelve 
were Hayes, Byfield, Radelif, Crawford, Foster, Gunning, and 
Morley, By far the grestest number of these’ were north of 
Ireland people, and apparent drawn from the better class. Many 
wore chaeacteried by itllgencs, high sense of honour, and an 
tc of refinement much in advance of those coming from a land 
Ivhote cation could scarcely be obtained. They were intensely 
loyal #9 their eountry, and proud of ie achievements by land and 

















set, In those felings were hid the elements of success, A. 
people who have no pride in former historia! records of thei 
Country are io the frst stage of national decay. An individual 
tuo has no pee in his family or ancestoral honour has ost the 
Highest incentive to honour in himself, and is on the verge of 
moral dereptue, "Between 184 and 1848 the whole township 
nay be said to have een “taken wp.” Doing that period, how 
rer, comparatively litle of t had been patented of" deeded.” 
Tn fast sate as t8g0 very fv Ul had. been granted ia Blan 
Hard.” According to the aystem adopted by the Canada Com- 
pny in disposing of their lands fiat by leasehold tenure, it was 
{ot til these agreements had expleed that a settler applied for is 
patent. Ae these indentres covered period of teh Years, all 
thore sued between 1831 and 1848 expired between 1851 and 
1838, In this Interval, therefore,  Targe portion of land was 
patented. In cases where a sstler was onable to secure is deed 


othe les was granted at a slightly increased price, if desired 
by adding 93 per con. to the original cast A number adopted 
this plan of holding their land rather than borrow mney to pay 


forite At the same time we reget fo say that names appear in 
many of our Rest tile deeds of men who never endured the hard- 
ships of ploner le, Recourse was had to mortgaging fr securing 
their patents by quite a umber, at tates of intrest from 15 t0 25 
percent per annum. AL such prices for money tis not surprising 
{hat very few were ever able to redeem themelves. Wile thie 
‘scoured in too many instances, itis gratifying €9 know that 2 
large number were able discharge all their obligations fom 
thet own eartings, and obtain tat mach coveted, lang hoped for 
mi hard earmed piece of parchment, on which were written the 
ragic words “the sd lands to have and to Bold 19 ie and is 
The Canada Company's records im Toronto show that the fest 
patents fr land were granted in Blanshard, as follows Oa 
Eoncesion No. 1 to Gordon Meighea, November 27, 1844, and 
three days ater another nthe same concession was granted to 
Wiliam Beatty. On concession No. 2 Donald Cameron, on 





Sept. asth, 1845. On concession No.3, to Archie McCallum, on 
October the 7th, 1844. On concesion Nox 4,0 Adam Shier, on 
June 18, 1844. "On concession No. g,t0 Gerard Irvine, on Sept 
"1846. On concession No.6, £0 Alexander Jamieson, on Ost. 
3) 1848. On concession No. 7, to David. Sith, on August 6 
1846 On concession No #to Neil MeLennan, on June 20, 1851 
On concesion No. t0, to Thomas Dinsmore, on February 26, 
1853. On concersion No. 11, to Samuel Radclife on Februnry 

Typ. On concession No, 13, to Peter Watsoo, on December 
7, 1849, On concession No. 13, 0°Thomas Christi on March §, 
Eig. On concession No, 14, to Thomas Skinner, on Avgust 6, 
1853. On concession No. 15,10 Willam Fletord, on November 
ty aia. This patent granted to Wiliam Fleetford appears #9 be 
the ist isued inthe township of Blashard, and was for I 15,00, 
‘concession 1g, On concession No. 17, t0 Adam St Joho, on July 
18, 1848. On concssslon No. #8, to Walter Stinson, on May +3, 
I8j8. "On concession No, 19,0 Robert Patterson, on May 20, 
Ms, On concession No. 2, to Caleb Richardson, on September, 
18J8. On the orth boundery concesion, to Edward Delmage, 
1648 On the south boomy concession, to George Jackson, on 
December 22, 1848, On the east Mitchell road concession, to 
John Sparing, on June 8, 1844. On the west Mitchell road 
‘concession, t9 Donald Cameron, on August 6, 1843. On the 
west boundary concession, to Jasper Ward, on August 27, 1852. 
On the Thames concession to Thomas Ingersall, on: Februsey 19, 
"a4. To James Ingersoll, on August 13, 1849, was granted a 
patent for an island below the fal ia the Fiver Thames, conta 
Ing one acre and sven porches, ad foe which he sto pay therefor 
the sum of Ove shillings. On the 6th day of August, 1845, 4 




















patent was geanted tothe Rev, Ephraim Evans 





part of lot No. 2%, concession No. 8, for a. place of interment 
This grant was made to Me. Evans, who applied on tichalf of the 
setters inthe district fora plot to bury their dead, and was made 
by the Canada Company without any consideration 

rom the time the fit settle erected his slitary shanty by the 
River Thames, in 841, every day brought some new adventure fo 
the municipality 





In 1844 Blanshard contained 972 inhabitants and had 619 acres 
under cnlteation. Tn 1850 her popolation had increased 0 2 362 
Souls, with 6190 seres under cultivation. In 1861 the popultion 
teas 4774, exclusive of St, Marys, Her total product raised in 
"849 Was 24,000 bush. wheat, 13,000 bush. oats, 4000 bush. peas, 
{7,000 bush. potatoes, 41,000 bush, turnips, 4100 Tbs. maple 
sugar, 4.000 Ibs. Wool, and 4.gp0 Ths, butter.” Tt was necessary, 
therefore that some local authority shouldbe setup for the govern 
mont of the people and regulating affsis in this now important 
Sstement. Previous to that period (1844) Slaashard, Pullar 
jon and Dowie had been focmed into one dart for tunica! 
Purposes, and a meeting ts held inthe school house i Stratford 
fm January 3, 14a, to elect certain ofcers and pass bylaws 
Tn these meetings of our old pioneers a practical illustration of 
those socialist. principles of initative and referendum was a 
prominent fexture in their legislative dliberations. Conditions 
in some dirstions have not greatly changed since the frst meet= 
ings ofthese Toeal paints. Much ofthe legislation enacted 
regarding fence viewers, pound keepers, and animale running st 
Tange, sil form the primary principle of the municipal enactments 
at the present ny, with scaraly any motiintions, Wt mppears fom: 
the minutes of thi mesting that Blanshard was unrepresented, 
Wis doubufl if any organized system of government obtained ia 
this township il yy. Tm Uh year a meting of ratepayers was 
ald inthe village (St. Mary), to form a Tocal government under 

thority of the legislative enactmeot of fy, Me. Thomas 
Wiliams Being chosen clerk, "OF the busines tansacted at this, 
resting we have no record, On the third of January, 188, the 
Feople of Blanshard agin met, at Joseph Casey's tavern, £9 pass 
telawe and appoint certain oficers for the current year. At thie 
Imewting Mr- George Birtch was elected chaitman, Milner Hae 
son, tovenchip clerk; Thomas Shoebottom, councillor (fr the 
Alstict, I presume); Rody Hanley, assessor; Edward Styles, col 
lector: poundleepers for the village, Samuel Fraleigh, Thomas 
‘Singer inthe township, Joha Switzer and Danist Powel.” The 
wardens wore Rody Hanley, Christopher Sparing, and James 
Pangbura 





At the close of their slectoral duties the assembled ratepayers 
text asuimed the functions of «Legislative Aseembly. On this 
fcctsion the result of thelr deliberations eas embodied jn certain 
oastments: ‘That every pathmaster should be a fenceviewer in 
his own division; no fence shoul he less than 434 fet high, staked 
fn sidered or locked no seed animals to run at large; a0 breachy 
Pounds to be free commoners. Their legislative functions being 
‘hus completed, the House was prorogued with three cheers for 
the Queen. With that supreme wisdom which characterizes 
many of our legislators of tonday, they 0 doubt sought the 
tneans of recuperation to ther exhausted faculties jn that exhil 
rating cordial dibing from Mr. Casey's barrels. Tt appears 
however, that some iregularity i connection mith this election 
had occurred, which led to a warrant being issued by William 
Chak, Warden of Huros, to James Clendinning, of St. Ma 
for new slstion, ‘This nomination was held at Ashel Moers 
German's tavern, village of St. Marys, when Thomas Christie and 
‘Thomas ‘Shochottom were candidates. At the close ef this 
contest Mr, Christe wns declared elected by a majority of sateen 
votes. It wil be noliced from reports of these mectiogs that 
Me, Hanley held the dual ofice of assessor and township warden 
for that years On January 1x, 1849, another meeting of rate- 
payers wa bed al Asbel Morris German's tavern to elect offices 
At this meeting Me, Willam Patterson Smith was elected chair- 
tman, Milner Hatrison clerk, Rodey Hanley assessor, Edward 
Sipes collector, Samael Fraleigh poundkeeper for the village of 
St Marys, and C. G. Sparing, Rody Hanley, Henry Willis, town 
ship wardens 

Previous to 1859 1 Bad no statement as to salaries pad town 
ship offeers. The Set statement of account i dated July 21s, 
jz, where the total receipe ate set forth a6 amounting to 
Lop, Sa ji with a expenditure corresponding to this amount 
Srecliy. In’ am item dated September 1gth, Mr, Hactison ie 
Allowed for clerk's fees £1, 85, 38 This account is certied a8 
being correct by Mr. Hanley, Mr. C. G. Sparling, and James 
Pangbora, wardens 
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In the records of March, 1847, is found a statement which will 
be somewhat amusing to the people of Blanshard atthe present 
day. The first entry is in March 8th #847 "—" Milner Haris’ 
snark is asplitin the right ear; James Smith's mark isa piee cot 
(ut ofthe end ofthe right ear; William Carroll's mask i 4 smal 
round hole in each ears Thomas Ingersol's mark isa piece ofthe 
Jeft ear split in and cat out under to make ® squate notch, 

Jeremiah Crysle’s mark is split ia the left eae Peter Smith's 
‘mark is a three cornered burn of the hip; George Tracey’s mark 
‘Sa split in both ears, forming swallon's tails Joshua Brink's 
mark is a plece cut out of each ear, on the upper sie, in the 
shape of & half moon ; Chestopher G. Spaling’s mark i «round 
hole in the ight ear, the size of a musket ball; Parden Pullers 
‘mark is around hole inthe right ear, and s half round inthe left 
‘ari Robert Birth's mark isa found hole snd split in the left 
«at Caleb Richardson's mark isa piece cut square out of the left 
far} Noah D. Carea's mark isa piece cut of from the right ear” 
This completes the tit of gentlemen who appeat to have placed 
themselves on record. There is no explanation why such # mark 
is necessary, whether it was to distinguish the patios themselveh, 
‘or any animal of which they were possessed, Neither is it peculiar 
{0 the afcers, although a numberof them appear to have recived 
3. This town meeting of 1849 was the lst under the ol sytem 

ln 1850 a new onder of municipal government was introduced. A 
‘eat pace of legislation it wasy and productive of great good to 
the people of this country. The old system was swept away. 

‘Those old town mestings, where all the eatepayers meet together 
for legislative purposes, and in a most hilarious mood, often inter 
spared with a snatch of an old Irish song or humorous story 
between their soveral enactments, passed more effective legislation 
‘in a couple of hours than both our Houser of Parliament could 
alter a long period of incubation. A district councillor was no 
longer elected The office of township warden was abolished A 
Position of real dignity and honour was conferred on our pubic 
Ines, The manner of thei election was conducted with formality 
ad a certain amount of decorum, unnowa at the own meeting 











“Ths gave those who were chosen a prestige never before enjoyed 
by oar representatives 

Tn compliance therefore, with this new Municipal Act, the Best 
councl of Blanshard motto transit business, January 20, 1853, 
St William Guest's tavern, atten oclock a.m At this meeting 
trere Thomas Boy Gust, reevej Arundel Hil, Heary Wills, Geo. 
Idnic and Willan Chambers, az councillors, Offers elected 
trove Thomas Tngersol, clr; J. K. Glendining, assessor Thos 
son Smith and John Ing 





inti treasrgej Wiliam Sparcow, collctor ; Wiliam Patter- 
cl, suitors, A lst of officers 





ubjoined fom 2852 #9 1002 
“Reewes.—18$2> John Robinson ; 1855, T, B. Guests S545, 

del Hill; 18369, David Cathcart; 1860-1, John Dunnell 
1862-5, Beojamin Staley ; 1865, Joha Gould, 1867, E.R 
Gooding ; 1868, James Dinsmore 1859-71, David Cathcart; 
W872, Andrew Driver; 1873-4, David Brethour 1895, Robt 
Beatty 1 18778, James Dinsmore: 879-80, "Andrew Driver j 
1881-4, Willam B. Sanderson + 185, Wiliam Johnston ; 1884, 
W. F. Sanderson j 1885-6, James Diasmoce | 1887-8, Thomas 
Tinton ; 1839-90 Robert Heatty¢ 1891-2, Wiliam. Htchinge 5 
1855, David Jolson #85, Daniel Sinclair; 18968, Robert 
Bry + sSyorigon, George Elitt; 190-3, Jobo Fotheringham 
“Depudy Recses 1852, George Adare} 1855, Arundel Hills r854, 
Gilbert Mclntosh 5 #853, Dasid Cathont; #8567, Amos Doupe 
1838, John. Duell | 1860, David Cathear 1862-5, E.R 
Gooding; 1853, Frank Anderson 1865, Hugh Thompson 
1867, Jemes Dinsmore ; 1868, George Huston 1859, A. 
Drives, 1830-1, George Huston; 872, David Brethoue 
1873-4 Robert Beaty 1875-6, Joba Dinsmore; 1877-8, William 
McCullough | 1879-80, W. F. Sanderson; 1881-2, Jase Speutn 5 
1883, Thos, Lawton + 1884, Wem. Hutchings ; 1885-6, ‘Thos 
Tawton + 1887-8, Geo. Hudson ; 1889-90, Wa. Hutchings 5 
18o1-2, David Johnson ; 1893-5, Robt. Brey; 1894, Robert St 
John ; 1896-7, Geo, Uliot + oie abolished 

‘Councils. 8, Arundel Hil, Henry Wiis, Goo, Adare, 
Win Chambers +1852, H. Willi, Moses Sinclair, T. B. Guest 
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833, H. Willis, David Catheart, Wm. Beatty 185 David 
Cathcart, Samvel McDonald, Richard Time 1855, Amos 
Doupe, james Dinsmore, A. McDonalds #836, Jumes Dinsmore, 
4. Dunoely J. R. Burrit; 1856, James Dinsmore, C. Switzer, 
Thos. Willams ; 850, Jas. Dinsmore, Thos, Willams, Reuben 
Switzer ; 18%, Thos. D. Hamilton, James Diasmore, Prank 
Anderson | 1861, Adam Shier, Rody Haney, Benjamin Stanley 5 
1862, Adam Shier J- Dunsell, F- Anderson «863, J. Whimster, 
Win. Sparrow, E.R. Gooding; 186, W. Sparrow, Thomas 
Lennox, T. Andersen + 186s, John Gould, Hugh Thompson, 
T. Anderson ; 1865, F. Anderson, E. R. Gooding, Benjamin 
Stoney ; 1867, Duncan MeDougall, dum Shier, Geo. Huston 
1868, Adam St. John, A.M. Driver, D. McDougall ; 185 
A. St Johny Alex. Jamieson, D. McDougall ; 1870+, Alex 
Jamieson, W. Johnston, GD. Lowrie 51872, John’ Dinsmore, 
Robe. Boater, Won Sterstt; 1853-4, J. Dinsmore, Willan 
MeCatlough, Peter McVannell ; 1875, W. McCullough,  P. 
MeVannell, Aaron Sawyer 1876-7, A. Sawyer, A. St.John, Jas 
Spesrin; 1878, A. Sawyer, Jas. Spenia, W. F. Sanderson; 18, 
A Sawyer, Jas, Spear, W. Roger ; 1880, Jas. Spearn, Thos 
Lawton, Wan. Hatching 1881-2, W. Roget, W. Hutchings i 
Thos. Lawton ; 1883, Win, Hutchings, "W. Roger, W. 1. 
Grahaon + 1884, W. H. Graham, Thos. Pearn, Geo. Hudson j 
1885.5, W. H. Graham, G. Hudson, George Spearin; 18878, 
David Johnson, Peter MeVannel, Jno. Dickenson ; 1889, Robert 
Beery, Daniel Sinclair, D. Johnson ; 891-2 R. Retry, Robert 
St John, D. Sinclair; 1893, R. St Joho, Wo, Robinson, George 
Uitte; 1854, W. Robinson, Jno. Fotheringham, W. Dinsmore 
18667, J. Fotheringham, Amos Marriott, Geo. Ullitt 187% 
J. Fotheringham, W. Dinsmore, A. Marriott, G. Ulliot j 899. 
typ, A. Marriot, David Bonis, Egleson McDonalé, Chases 
Robiosoa ; toot, David Bonis, Jas. Donald, Chas. Robinson, 
Eleson McDonald ; 1902, Davkd Boos, Chas. Robinson, E. 
McDonald, Jos. Pear. 

Gierks 1851-3, "Thomas Ingersal; 1854, Thomas Chistes 
1855-72, Wiliam Wilson; 1873-81, Wiliam Johnston; 1859, 
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1M. Driver; 1885-6, Samuel Clark; 1887-8, William Johaston 
tig, John H. Jameson, present clr, 

Ascaors—igi-2, Js Ke Glendiing ¢ 1855-5, George Adare: 
1836-7, William N. Ford; 1858-9, Amos Doupe; 1880, Wiliam 
Raymond; 861, Amos Doupes. 1862, Jas. Livingston ; 1853, 
John Campbell 1864-7, Edward Delmsge¢ #868, Jas. Livingston; 
1859, Edward Delage; 1870-1, Jas. Livingston + 1872, William 
McCullough; 1873, George Whites 1874, John Moetisi 1873-5, 
award Delnagei 1877, A. M. Driver; 1878585, Robert Beatty 

Troaturere—85t-, Thos. Cristie; 15s, Johoston Armstrong 
18y6-74, Wiliam Miller; 1872, George Huston; 1873-5, Joseph 
Stephens; tizro, David Catbear 18-3, George D. Lowrie 
1884-6, ALM. Drivers 1887.93, George D. Lowe; 1891992, 
Robert Beaty. 

‘Cllctorsiisies.Wiliam Sparrow; 185660, Rody Hanley 
180, George Adare?” 1861, C. D. Sparling; 1662-67, David Cath 
art 1868-71, David Beethours 1872-82, William H._ Graham: 
1883-9, Joho Anderson; 1890-3, F. S, Aemstrong 1893, Aug. 
Brethour 1894, Pe S. Armstong? 1895-7, William Cade 1898 
102, Augustos Brethour 

Auditor, 1851-2, John Ingerssh, Wiliam P. Smith; 1853, J 
K. Glendining, Rody Hanley; 1854, Won Barron, J. R. Botrit; 
1835, W. Miler, W. Woods; #830, ‘Thos: Willams, W. Woods 
4837, Joba Dalzall, W. Woods’ 1838, Arundel Hil, Wiliam 
Woods: 1839, Arundel Hil, Thos. Wilson? 1860, ‘Hugh Pater 
00, Thos Wilson 1861, Joba Campbell, W. Woods; 12, 
David Dinsmore, W. Woods} 1863, Mathew Rooney, D. Dins 
mores 164-5, W. Woods, Robert Somerville; 1867, M. Rooney, 
R. Somerville} 1868, John Camphll, J. Stephens: 1869-7, Joba 
Campbell, William Robinson; 1873-5, J- Camptsll, T. ©.” Rob- 
son; 1874, J Campbell, Eaward Delmage ;#875-8, J. Campbel, 
Philip Keres 1Syo-8o, J- Campbell, Ge D. Lowrie; 1881-5) J 
Campbell, Thos. Pear; #885, J. Campbell, Willam Ford 188}, 
J. Campbell, Robert Somervle; 1885, J. Campbell, W. Ford; 
1886, W. Johaston, W. Ford: 1857, W. Ford, W. Roger; 1888, 





























“Thos. Armstrong, W. Rogers 1890-2, Jon Campbell, W. Rogers 
18g, John Burns, J. Campbell; 18945, J. Campbell, W, F, Sa 
serson 1896, J- Buens, W. F_ Sanderson; 1897-8, W. Johnston, 
J. Burns; 1839-1901, Jas. Morrison, MacCataland Irvine; 1992, 
W, Johston, Mac. Irvine. 

‘The council of 1851 had most important duties to perform, 
There were no precedents for their guidance in the various 
functions given to them hy the new Acts The whole machinery of 
municipal action had tobe set in operation, and of necessity there 
‘would be some fiction, Ast of eficere had to be appointed to 
assist in administration, who, whatever their qualifeations may 
fave been, certainly Knew nothing of those duties they, were 
required to perform. It is not surprising, therefore, if we find 
that municipal business was frequently conducted in a manner 
which would not be accaptahs to-day. To us it appears marvel 
Tous how township councils did ao well, If errors were made, 
they were in most eases om the side of economy. Any romuneta 
tion granted to officers for their important service indicates 
jealous watchfulness over the public purse, The clerk, on whom 
fests a great respoasiility, recived £12, 108 j collector, £12 

ssessor, £165, 105. per annum; counilors, each per day. 
fad. auditors, etch for each audit and returning afcet, 
125. 6 fr each election: treasurer, 216 pe eat. forall monies 
pustiog’ through his hands, In July of this year a rate of ae 
fighths ofa peony in the £ was levied to build @ ew bridge over 
the Thames, at SE Marys. This was an old frame structure on 
‘Queen see, that accupied the site of the present stone bridge, 
hich replaced it nearly go yones ago. Previous to erecting this 
wooden ridge ia 18st, there had been one constructed of logs, 
an old pioneer, swept away by a feshet. The contract on the 
frame was let by tender to Wiliam Noble for £150 approaches 
ot included. th 1851 was also organied the London and Proof 
tine Gravel Road Compaay, eich constituted the Best gravel 
oud west of St. Marys. This road extended from the River 
Trames westward to the Mitchell road, and south to Prospect 
Hit, where it entered Biddulph. ‘The council recognising the 














tility ofthis work, borrowed £3,000 to assist in its contraction, 
the frst and lst loan ever obtained by this municipality, 

Tn February of 1855 the hoard mot a Me. Jamex McKay's hotel, 
‘St Mary, and fixed arate for tavern licences at £5, 100 for St. 
Marys, and 63, tor, for Blanahard. ‘They also appointed Eve 
inspectors offotels to compe an observance of the law by those 
holding licences. Both village and township in those days appear 
to have been wel supplied with hotel accommodation, Blatshard 
having thirteen and St. Marys about as many more. To this year 
of roe Blanchard has aot, nor has it had for three years, a 
hotel within its mits, and St, Macys, with «population of 3,300, 
has ony se. Tose inspectors appeinted forthe onerous werk of 
viewing hotel premises and sampling liquors kept in stock were 
JK. Clendining, Ruben Switeer, Rody Hanley, Wiliam Me 
Cauley, and Thomas Anders. 

1836, semuncration to municipal offcers was agin con 
sidered bythe bound aed Freesat ‘wllowatecs were ruide fa 
several instances, Clerk, £20; anresor, £3; calletor, £e5 
suitors, each £1, 108; eouncllors, each por day, tom nepectors 
of licenses, ton. cach; returning olicers, 1g. Im this year 
the capital of Blanshard was located at Skinner's Corners which 
has been the seat of goverament ever since. The counell con 
sidered the change necessary. St. Bary belog incorporated in 

management of its own snunicpal afar, AS 














allowance of 234 per cent. was stl made to the tcasufer, and 
Contioued to be so tl 1870, when it was withdrawn, and an 
annual salary given instead 

At this period roads were stillin bad condition, although they 
wore all chopped out and seared, excepting « portion on the 
Southwest corner, which, from its swampy nature was several 


{years Inte in its improvements than those more favored localities 
monument to th ingenuity of sur old pioneer in his primitive 
fn utter disregard of comfortable travel, or those consequences 
‘rising to ifs and ln in eavesing thelr rough wooden eidgen. Ia 





159 was constrcted the St, Marys and Exeter gravel roa, extend 
ing along what is known a8 the Base Line fom the Mitchell road 


people residing in the western part of Blanshard, enabling them 


fo reach a good market in St. Marys with comparative comfort. 
These gravel roads were kept up by tll levied on all vehicles 
passing through toll gates erected every fiveriles. About 1855, 
‘ur pathmasters had recourse to a system of gravelling on those 
“visions under their authority, and 9 rapidly dk this work. pro 
sed that i the course of fee years neatly ll the roads in this 
‘municipality were gravelled, This rendered those highways which 
had heen bil by join stock companies uepradactive and unprof 
bl tock holders. In 1870, therefore, the counc bought the 
London and Proof Line Companys stock, removing th tll gates; 
and three years later they Became owners of the St. Marys and 
Exeter gravel road, from which the gates were also removed. 
Since tht period, excepting two years, no tll gate nuisance has 
fxsted within this munieipaliy. From ite Ost settlement ti 
1900, al ous had Beon under the authority of pathmasters, and 
swore kept in repair by statute labour. During that year, how 
ver, the council had recourse to a new system of road making, 
and, by a swooping measure, abolished watts labour altogether 
‘This was the grestest innovation made ty any counel since the 
abolition of the tll gates, Our experince of this new system, 
though short, is satisfactory, and alfords » proof of the win 
tnd progrensive character of ‘that council who were suicenty 
bold t strike down an old established wage, which, ia ts fie 
time, had een productive of much good. We wil have cccason, 
however to rele t this matter in another pt of this work, 
Building schools eariy engaged the attention of our people in 
Blanshard, but at what period of time ou fist school section was 
formed it would be imposible for me to say. ‘There are no 
records regarding those transactions of our local government 
carler than 1847, and even thore tl 1851 are of a meagre de 
Scxiption. Is alo unfortunate that inthe arshives at Goderich 
there are no records fom 1843, dering nearly all that period that 





district government existed. Our frst Council, in 1851, how- 
free, passed. a motion adopting certain by-laws’ then in force, 
‘andthe said by-laws remain in fll force and virtue until ree 
pealed" By Law No. 8 of this code relates to a division of the 
municipality nko achoslsestons. This township, therefore, must 
have been divided for school purposes prior to municipal organiza 
tion in 1850. Subsequent to this period, that confit over exst~ 
ing boundaries, and. those changes constantly being made ia 
forming new sections, soon began, and which continued to rage 
vith more or less fury fora period of thity years, I i but fae 
Tosuy, however, that this war did'not arise from selfishness ia 
thone affected, nor from a contravention of existing rights. To 
deed, ie arose from am opposite principle, and was the natuel 
Sutcome ofa sprit of equality and aa assertion in its widest sense 
ofthat primary principle underlying the Schoo! Act. In forming 
‘viginal sections, cegard was had ony toa setlement, as i then 
sisted, and tot to any future extension or other cecumstance 
hat might afet i, When new section was formed, a school 
bnilding was erected jn ae central s portion as posible, that all 
fos, Time brought 





ould derive an equal advantage az to dit 
how setlers, whose lvation naturally implied eonnection with 
School By ascepting these new comers, existing boundaries were 
xtended in a manner that may have placed the reboot balding 
Sleady erected altogether to one sie, rendering those arrange 
ments of few years before no lnger equitable. Ie was nat for @ 
tong period of jens that an abutement of school-section legfslae 
tion took place and termination reached suitable to neaey all 








In 1853, schools having besn established, the council turned is 
attention toa further extension of our edueational felts through 
s township brary. On November agth ofthat year, Me. Miller 
land Me Catheart introduced s motion granting £30 t establish 
«public library. This was carried by a unanimous approval of 
the board ‘On December sist the couse, feeling themscves 
tinable to grapple with such a momentous question as supplying 
fnentalpabutum to the people of Blanshurd, appointed themselves 





Men 








seats a8 


committer of the whole 19 deal with it They also associated 
trith this committee several gentlemen of Herary merit, as an 
nivisory board, comprising: Me- William Woods, Joboston Arm- 
rong, Rev. Me Lampman, Dr. Wison, J. K-Glendining (CE-), 
J.Re Bennett, Dr, Wood, Dr. Coleman, and clergymen ofall 
enominations, A. tovenship librarian was appointed in Mr 
‘Thomas Melotosh, with a salary of £g per annum, and who bad 
to furnish security in £4. Ward librarians were to receive £2 
per annum, and furnish security in £20 each for a due perform 
nee of ther duties, In Ward Nov 1 Mr. Melotosh was also 
trond ibraria, and received 6 volumes, In No.1 was also ap- 
Pointed Duncan McVannell, who received. s7 volumes, This 
Eivision of Ward No, 1 ito two districts was rendered necessary 
inorder to better accommodate that portion of the municipality 
tying north and south of St. Marys. Im Ward No. 2, John R. 
Bennett received 133 volumes. In Ward No.3, William Sans- 
thar received 136 volumes. In Ward No. 4. Mra. Catheart 
fecived 37 volumes. th Ward No. §, David Mericll received 
137 volumes, making a total of 663 volumes. These apportion 
nents were exchanged at sated intervals, inorder that each rate 
ver in turn would share the whole. This iastiution does not 
Eypeietohave boon roccesfl, although, from many ofthe books 
tre have sen selections appeared tohave been enade with excelent 

Prot to 1859, Blanshard had but few charches, and those of 
ot very substantial order. In the western portion there were 00 
hurches at all Stl no lack of religiogs observances prevailed 
‘becuse of no churches, ‘The old log school house. served a 


oublepurpove of seminary nd sanctuary. The shanty of a settler 


srasaleaph open usa plo of worship, and within is ude portal wos 
ways a place of rest forthe minister. All the denominations 
thar exist in this township to-day, existed then, Previous to 
1845, Mr. Johnston Armstrong and others organized what ix nov 
known as Zion Congregation, on the Mitchell road. At Prospect, 
Hil, the Anglican Church established a mission at very early 
date, ‘This body had sso erected a log church in the 6th con 
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near Woodham, fn 186, however, this od lay bili was no 
longer wed for publi worsip and a new church was eectd at 
Kirkton, onthe boundary Between Usbors and Blanshard In 
tooo this bling was removed anda rick ie erected, 
sich, over and above is wit is very ormamental Previous 
to s8yp, # Presyterian mission ad bach enablished a what i 
now Anderson P.O, by Mr. Alexander Wood, hat this it not 
qong survive Me. Wood's removal fom lanakard, when twas 
tod another ponton sesesingthenestvn with Unhoree, rected y 
Stove building in 1@5r,which al stands ands knows a Kick 
te Methodists in Kiskion a small bi bulling, which wan 
removed me years ago, ging place tothe largest, house of 
‘Torti a Blnoshard, AC this pio there send tbe a mania 
Ti regard to building churches, and the people of Blansbard 
Sucat tthe union of those branches of which the Metho- 
‘at Church was, then composed, any ofthese old bilings 





were found to be unnecessary, Langer congregations were made 
Up of those former dajinted.slements, wihen more commodious 
Followed by Melntyre's, onthe Sth concession; Woodham, Zion, 
andthe Methodist church at Prospect Hill All these churches, 
tvith the exception of Coopers and. Prospect, are sulstantal brick 
Tuuldings, The Presbyterians have no churches in Blanshard, 
Church of England only one. ‘The Methodists, i may be si 
posses ll church property i tis township. 

Tn a enuniciplty possessing 39 many natural advantages, one 
would suppose that many villages would be found within is bor 
ers: Such isnot the eae, St Marys stems to have absorbed the 
tele of nearly the entire countzy. All leading roads conver 
near of inthe town, together with the ealway, give St. Marys a 
Predominance which as efectualy barred’ all other trading 
Centres for several miles in every direction. Of those few village, 
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‘or comers" which have sprang up, Kirkton i the most impork- 
fant, This pretty hamlet is located ten miles west of St. Marys, 
tnd i paruyin Blanchard and partly in Usborne, Wis fst bu 
ing was of logs, and was & genera! store kept by Timothy Eaton, 
now of Toronte, On the comer of lot 8 W. B concession of 
Blanshardy a small brick cotage was erected in 1857, afterwards 
cccupied asa general store. South and wouthwst still waved old 
rimitive forest trees. Kirkton, for several yours, made. alow 
Progress, being retarded, stangs to ay, by a certain proprietor 
fefasing to sell lands Tor bulling. A survey was made, by 
Alexander Kirk of ft No.8, and lt No. having changed hands ia 
the meantime, a survey was sso made, On these two fots i ble 
ini att Kiko beng replat to rts 
has heen made until its preset popltion fs now about som, 
Kirkton was named in honor of the Kirk family, who wr pioneers 
in this section of Blanshard. Three brothers, Alexander, Lewis 
aod James, loated on the lands where Kitkton ts now bul 
Sweets in the wilage are now provided with sidewalks and 
adorned with shade toes, fom whose foliage peep several 

Woodham, sext ia importance, is situated one mile and & 
4quacter south of Kirkton, on the same concession fine. This 
place was founded is 1899 hy an English gentleman named 
Waker Unwin, who built 3 general store in the spring of that 
peur. During'next summer a hotel and yrist mill were crested 
This new centre was known as the “Corners” for several ears 
ntl a post office was opened by Mr. Unwvi, when it was named 
Woodham. “There is now located here a grist mill saw mil 
Pump factory, two geveral stores, with several xml industries, 
Tes population is about 350 

Blanshard as only another village, known as Prospect Hil, 
and situated on the boundary lie of Biddulph. This hamlet is 
wholly in Blanshard, but has not made much progress for many 
ears, although surrounded by a splendid agricultural county 


Its station is most desirable, occupying a i does what is, per= 








haps, the highest elevation in Blonshard. From this point an 
Cercllent and very extended view may be obtained over a lange 
Scion of country of surpassing richness and beauty. The fst 
post office west of St, Marys wns established near this place by Mr 
Jobo Bel. Long Before Kirkton or Woodham were fo existence 
this was a place of importance, and contained two hotels, Rai 
way construction through Granton diverted its trade into other 
Changes, Te now contains a general store, blacksmith's shop, 
Sind one. house of public entertinmest (uaicensed) 49 accom. 
Imodate the traveling poi 

‘lanshard, although rapidly sted nd improved, contained no 
post ofce outside of St Marys tl 1855, when Fish Creek was 
Spened. That lange and magoifcent extent of fertile country 
iging Between St. Marys and Exeter, a distance of tent mils, 
fad no: mail accommodation til 1855, when Me: Timothy Eaton 
pened an ofice at Kirkton, In cases of sickness or accident, 
medical assistance could aot be procured nearer than St. Marys of 
eter, When we consier, alo, that there were no horses for 
Years subsequent to settlement, journey to either place having to 
iemade on fot, the condition of any one requiring medical aid 
far deplorable indeed, In 1868 Dr. Stubbs, young graduate, 
Ioctted a Kiskton, and at once found a large practice. Kirkton’ 
frst doctor was most amiable man, and at His deth, afew years 
Subsequent to his locating, was succeeded by Dr. T. V. Hutchioe 
Son, now medical health offer in London, and be again by Dr 
Wiliam Ievng, 2 most kind hearted and good man. De. Fergie 
son, at present in Kirkton, has an extensive practic, and is also 
medical health fcr of the township. In this village, a ew years 
tgo, located Dr. W. R. Carr, veterinary surgeon, who enjoys an 








txtensive and erative practice 
































CHAPTER XV 


The township of Hibbert was named in honor of Wiliam Hib- 
bert, Esq director of the Canada Company. It sil sof good 
‘quality eoad.-buling material i plentiflin evry seston. There 
2 excellent deaioage, and falls for transportation are coo. 
Wenient to all, The Best concession was surveyed in 1829, cOn- 
essions @and 3 in 1832, and in 1835 a survey ofthe whole was 
‘ompleted by John MeDonald. Excepting South Easthope and 
Fallarton, Hibbert ranks smallest in Perth County, containing 
bout 42,300 acres, ‘This is allo noaty all, available for agricul 
ture. Its topographical aspect i undulating, and in some sections 
bill ie toa considerable height. In its northwest corer fe a 
section of level eounty, portion of which at one tne was cone 
Sidered swampy. Northeast it is undulating, while passing 
‘through between Stix and Cromarty a range of hills io to quite 
fan altitude. Cultivation i carried on with sil, and has been 
Femuneraive, a system of mined farming having been adopted 
‘The Scotch element predominate in several sections, who cay 
out their predilections for stock raising ina marked degree 
Their sucess in this department has encouraged others to adopt 
thei system, which is now carried on throughout. About 186 

hea cooperstive dairying was introduced into Ontario, a cheese 
Factory was established by Me. George Hamilton, of Cromarty. 
‘This was not a succes, and not encouraging for further develop” 
ment, Since creameres were introduced, a factory Was estab 
lished at Stall, which, unfortunately was destroyed by fre, and, 
fr, has ot been rebuilt. Dairying, therefor, in this town 





























ship hae had very lite ifuence in making wealth, and those 
fgencics which have produced sich marked rerulte must be 
Tboked for in other departments of farm husbandry. Wherever 





2 soll obtains of the description found jn Hibbert 
productive of material prosperty- Specialism in. agecultere is 
ever desirable where soil tof such a character aa to admit of 
tnited farming. Traneportaion always an important question 
With farmerm and lies next to production; infact, it may be 
Considered. apart of it. Whatever can be saved in cost of 
transporting goods fom one poiat to another lowers that of 
provdction, and profits arising fom fnrm opertions are enhanced 
Ina conresponding. degree. The B.& 1-H. Ry. has created 
markets. at Dublin, Seaforth and Mitchel, all convenient for 
alvering farm products. Within easy distance omits westside 
isthe Ly H. & B, Ry., affording excellent market Ecitis to the 
southwest portions, ‘These roads, all easy of access, have 
Contributed largely in developing this township. The centre 
gravel road, lading’ through Cromarty, Stalls, and aorth 10 
Dublin, na most important highway, and wis opened at an cay 
day. in 18gg this road received a sll geant from the county 
font improvement fund, and was supplemented by further grants 
later oa. ‘The improvement followed the pioneer in Hibbert more 
apidly than in some municipalities having priority of settlement 
‘Awealth of road material, distributed over so ide an ares, was 





highways easy and api 

Setslement i this township didnot take place to any extent fora 
numberof years aera sureey wae made. This didnot aise fom 
fatueal disadvantages in soi, but to one of those circumstances 
which accelerate or retard setlement in new countries, Pioneers 
tn their onward march, are not unlike geasshoppers in movement 
ach one, ashe comes onward, passes those already Tote ho 
Irve immediately preceded him In this manner settlements were 
planted along the Huron road (at lng intervals n some places) € 
Goderich, At this point t was more rapid than further east, 





acarer civilization, simply because Lake Huron formed  battise 
beyond, which they could not pass. A road ad also been opened 
{om London to Goderich, through Exeter, Brucefld and Clinton. 
Settlers thus came from the south into Tuckersmit, from the et 
slong. the Huron road into Dowie, Fullaton and Blanshard 
Hibbert, theceore, being east of Tackeesmith, and far wet 
the Huron road, was comparatively isolated, tnd not settled til 
these municipalities were al taken up 

‘Mr. Robert Donkia was probably the st seer in Hibbert. He 
frecied a log tavern on lot 16, frst concession. ‘Between 
Mitchell and this point was level lead, having o stcams, Cars 
ronbrook was the fist watercourse faim Mitchell westward and 
fon tat account would be at once selected as a. place for sate 
ment. A shore distance west is Iishtown, of St, Columban, 
founded by Father Schneider, which formed the fest real settlement 
fn Hibbert. Ten years subsequent to this period, in 184s, the 
fetal assessment was only £314, of Si2gé This sums was 
assesedy as ratepayers, to: Thomas, Fox, £g¢; Michael 
Guppin, 335 Daniel Kennan and Peter MsCann, who had 20 
far, no improvements; Miles McCann, £67; Hugh Metaugétin 
£30; John Borilion, £20; James Molinnauss Lai, Edvard 
Downie, £26, and Arthur MeCana, £64. These were all setted 
eae St, Columban. In 1844 it contained 521 inhabitants, end in 
845,789 acres wete under cultivation. In 18so its population 
bad increased to 69, and 1808 acres were under eulivation, pro 
dosing in 1849, 7.000 bush. wheat, 5,900 bush. vets, 000 hush 
Pets, 5500 bush. potatoes, 0,600 Ths, maple sugar, 1 gem th 
Wool, an 2,300 Ibe. biter 

Jo 1851 Hibbert and McKillop were st part as one munisipal 
Aisrct.” A mectiog was called under a warrant signed by Datel 
Lsurs and Henry Hindman, Justices of the Peace ahd eld on 
January 4th, at John Cameron's house, Adolphun Meyers wos 
‘ected chairman; John Goveniock, clerk; James Young, ssreveo, 
Dennis Dowie, collector; Wiliam Lee and James Clay pound 
keepers, Thre overseers of highways were appointed —Alesender 
Cameron, Robert Watt, and Adolphus Meyers. Rules and by 
laws wor also passed 





Progress hitherto had been sow, and fiten yeuts subsequent 
to the survey of 1805, apart from & few settlers near Irishtown, 
there were few poople in Hibbert. Robert Doakio, who after- 
‘wards became prominent in municipal alfait, located prior t0 
Myo! Thomas’ Fox, Thomas McGoey, David Oughton, and 
William Maughan wese early setiers, Tn 1848 «few poople had 
located near Speing” Hil, as Staff was former called. "Thomas 
Shilinglaw, Chactes Tul, John Drake, William Worden, Richard 
Hotham, and Daniel Weese were old pionsers. In other sections 
tvere Martin Feeney, James Norris Arthur Colquhoun, Joba 
Miller, Daniel Wood sd Charles For. Subsequent to 185¢ st 
Hemest became rapid, and Concessions 10, tr, 12, and 13 were 
located, and so great an infix had now taken place that i 1857 
Ais township may be sak to have been ll settled, 

Ponce in this muniipality were neary all of Betis rig, 
In the northwest Irish ; southwest, Scoteh and English : south. 
east, realy all Scotch  northenst, mixed population of Bitsh 
find German Like all ew sections, erly setlers ia. Hibbert 
fxperisnced all the hardships and difcultes inseparable from 
poverty in a new country. In etry days, obtaining Aout for 
Family wie was a. problem too dificut to solve. Many an old 
stor has plod for mile, theough a teacklss forest, with @ 
{Quantity of our on his back to relieve the pressing necessities of 
Fis famishing children, No doult, ia looking back over these 
fia, everyone. thinks ‘his own individual dicatios were 





unequalled by” all others, “Wherever there is poverty there 
hip. “Where hopeless poverty exist, aitrse i 
ster stl It was 4 glorious festare in pionecr life that there 








trav always hope. A repast of cow cabbage and turipe was more 
ourishing, when eaten with hope. Almost superhuman forts 
trove made by plonders to obtain food for those under hs root foe 
ss Burns has well aid 

Manufacturing potash and black slts forded some elie, and 
was the only commodity for which money could be obtained, 





and usually sold for about $25 per barr, Those settlers who 
located around Cromarty, comprising. the families of Hogarth, 
Moon, Taylo, Ferguson, McLarens (Duncan and Alexander), 
Butler, Chapel, White, and George Hamilton, had great hard 
Ships to contend with. Although the Gardnsrs were farther back 
sti dhe location was preferable, being in closer proximity tothe 
Thames Foad, which had been opened in 1844. At Francistown 
mills had boon erested at an eaely day, afording conveniences to 

Since 1857, when settlement was completed, Hibbert has become 
wealthy munisipalty. A fertile sll silfully cultivated, combined 
with theif and industry, and exeellet transportation facies, has 
iven am impetus to prosperity aot excelled ip Perth Count. 
Dbl, sation on the B.a& L- H. Ry., i an important commer 
cial shiping point. This village, formerly known ns Carronbrook, 
tras founded about 1849, when U. C. Lee opened a store on the 
farm now occupied by Mr. John Carpenter. A small stream enters 
the vilage at its northern limit, passing southward, and eas 
‘named "Catronbrook,” by which the place was known fill 1878 
[At this peri it seems to have reached the mummit of its glory. 
1k oamber of yours prior to this tine, Mr. Joep Rid, a mont 
‘nterprsing mn, had located, and through’ a seecessfal psec 
tion of bis commercial schemen, added greatly to lis growth 
Sait war discovered at Setorth, ve ails west, whi, through 
Me. Kida's agency, soon became a factor” is developing 
Carronbrook, “This product was brought in conduit pipes from 
Seaforth: Salt blocks were erected, giving employment to = 
lunge numberof workmen, He also built «sawn, and on main 
strect a block of brisk stores, which would have hico a credit to 
Tanger places, Application was now made, in 1878, 10 be srented 
a polis village. The day ect apart to change is’ srunicipal He 
and ts name was a grest day. A pageant was arrayed such as 
Ind never eon seen inthis action af Perth County. At dawn Was 


a ring of guns and a gret doursh of trumpets proclaiming the 


vent. A gueen of youth and beauty eat chosen in Miss 
McConnell, who seated om a Uiumphal ear, drawn by beautiful 








‘patel Nace proce None ean ieee, “Ta saints eae 
fagarterking-stinemns, with a drawn sword followed by tmpetersy 
pursuivante and herald, im gorgeous apparel, At certain point 
the trumpets sounded, the meneabarme drawing their sword, a3 
the heralds pooled the advent of a new Dublic, that in 
‘materia features would some day rank above ite namesake lying 
Under the shadow of the Hilko'Houth, 

"The trumpets again sounded, and the great men, the elders 
mony the people, came forth in thee robes, and peesented with 
all due eespect to the queen of love and beauty the keys of the 
sity, which the as graciously returned, This ceremooy being 
‘soncluded, the teumpets again sounded, and the pageant moved 
forward. On this day Dublin reached the 2enith of her glory, and 











Insane gt whe played mo enon pat nh au 
Dablin contains on ts tain atest a few reminders of iis formes 
ireatoces in thove brick blocks which were erected to faclitate is 
trade.” At preset there are several excellent stores, two hotly, 
fone of which is in Hibbert, spacious public hall, comfortable 
rivate residences, telegraph and express ofces, with all those 
Etnallet industries usually found in @ county wlage, ICs sue 
rounded by a fine agricultaral country, and wil always be «lage 
sipping pole fer surplus farm prodove Ita proses population 
fs under 300, with one resident medical doctor (Dr. Mishel} A 
magnificent church, erected in 199, will be noticed firther 0 
On July ast 187 therefore, Carronbrook became a police village, 
famed Dubls, and clected as her fest trustees Joseph Kidd, 
Thomas King, and Alexander Rots the fret named, Joveph Kidd 

‘Springhill, or Stas, the oame by which it i naw known, i 
situate on the centre road five ales south of Dublin, and was 





founded in 1854 To 1855 a grist mill was erected, which, for 
some retton, was not operated for several years, During 18 








store was pened by Me Hil, of Mitchell asa branch of his mao 
‘stablihment, This was placed in charge of Me. Duno, who was 
‘ere and manager, A ow years ater saw ill was also put io 
operation. In 189 was opened 2 hotel, although refreshments 
{man and east were obtainable almost since the advent of the 
frst adventure in alg shanty which had been erected in pioneer 
dds on Main strest. In 4856, Me- Joba Butler built a lack 
Smith’ shop, which was son followsd by that of several small 
Jndastres, whose products were in demand by the settlers When 
Hibbert was set apart st a separate municipality, Stala was 
chosen as ts capital, and x all eested at a cost of 8700, forthe 
Sccommodation ofthe municipal government, Staff at present 
Contains a good hotel, two stores churches, geist mil, sa ml 
number of wea private reidentes, and bas = dally tall (rm 

‘Ceomarty, one mils and quarter south of Stafa, was founded 
in i853, by John McLaren, who baile = log building, used for & 
Aiveling and general store. A year or evo subsequently to this 
Place being opened, Mfr. Joseph Reading erected another store, 
and t hotel was but in 4855," These commercial ventures were 
followed by a blacksmith’ shop, carciage factory, and «planing 
mill "This hotel wae closed some years ago, although an excale 
Tent house of pubic entertinment is stil maintained for the 
itaveling able, no liquors being sold, At present thi Hele 
amie comprises tro good stores, backsmith’s shop, several neat 
private residences, having & daly al fom Dublin," This village 
tras named by John Ferguson, in Honour of Cromarty, im Scotland, 
Firth place of Hugh Miler, 

With an infu of setters, religious services became a necessity 
1 is characteriate of ploneer Ie, equally with those hardships 
and inconveninoesinseparae from i, that wherever a ew people 
Tocate, some old backwoods preacher soon found bis way’ th 
A ploncer ministor was ike pioneer bushinan to some extent i 
Fis life nd character. He was energetic and brave. He disre- 
‘garded toil and hardship in performing his duty. He traveled 
through trackess forests tol engagements and break the bread 











of fife to afew hardy ones who wandered fa in seach of & home, 
His visite were made on foct. ‘There were no coads. Streams 
wore crossed on fallen toes, His resting place at night was a 
Ploneer’s shanty, Through its walls and trough-coversd act an 
Dpportunity was afforded for making astronomical observations of 
heaven's aumberless stars. His fare was such a= could Be peo- 
cured in anew sstlement. His appetite was like that of « back 
troods man, however, rabast and healthy, apparently ready for 





scton at al times, night or day. If the cuisine didnot embrace 
n wide range, stl there was & bealihful ill of fare. A clever 
ppetite is not wrully sensitive i ie gratification, and ia a range 
Of dishes ‘fom cow cabbage to beachast pork, nothing was 
tnacceptable to the pioneer preacher aller 4 journey of ten of 
‘item miles trough the woods. 

The frst denomination to hold service in that section near 
Cromarty was the Presbyterian. From Me. Donald Parl, whois 
in possession ofthe Congragations records at Roy's and Cromarty, 
‘we are able to mark the progress made daring « pried of Sify 
soars, In 1849 a brother oF Mr. Park had setled on concessions 
fond 11, himelfsrviving in s8s0._ At this period a number of 
by many of their countrymen, extending thet locations away up 
into Hibbert. The Huron Tract at this period was under the 
fclesastialjrtadiction of London Presbytery. This body sent 
the Rev. Me, Fraser to visit this sew section, Early io 185t 4 
testing was called at Mr. Wiliam Roy's house to consider the 
advisabty of erecting « church. Only five sellers had then 
Iocated on the sleventh concession, Me, Andrew Morgan being 00 
Tot No. r. At thi meeting fe was docied to accept half an acte 
fom Mr. Rog, whereon to erecta hush, and a 8 place of iter- 
tment. This sw very beautiful site, and is called Roy's church fo 








this day, I may be pardoned here for introducing « melancholy 
tpsode which eccurred om the day of this meeting, as indicating 


tore trials and dangers inseparable from backwoods iife. Me 
Park says: “On the day ofthe mesting, Mr. Alenander Clark aad 
his son were chopping ia the woods, when a tree fl killing the 








young man. AS Mr. Gilbert Molatyre was returning feom the 
Imewting, he asisted in emoving the body to the litle ude shanty 
{nthe forest. Alter two days he Was buried, bring fst tobe ait 
fn that quiet eesting place at Roy’s churchyard 

Meantime an organization meeting was helé at Alexander Park's 
house, and Communion dispensed. On this ocasion a membership 
of sixteen wero present: Alex. Park, Ms. Roy, Joha Hamilton, 
Agues Donald, Duncan Stewart, Alexander Clark, John Barr, 
Jane MeVes, Mary Park, James Russell, Robert Christi, George 
Hamilton, Andeew Morgan, James Christie, Elcabeth Hamilton, 
fand Agnes Christi, In ast a log church was constructed, 
‘where services were held antl the present stone bulling Was 
ected in 1872, at a cost of $3,000. During those theee years 
between 1849 and 1852 a large amber of setters located neat 
Cromarty, when it was saved to eract another church fn that 
vile. A meeting was therefore called, and it was decided to 
proceed on lot seven, eleventh concession, one-half acre being 
presented to the congragation by Me. Francis Hamilton for ite 
and burying ground, which was accepted and « church built 
‘On March 34, #853, Rev. Mr. Prouifoct, of London Presbytery, 
met the people in Me, Park's house, onganising them into cot 
igragation, In November, 1853, Rev. Dr Caven, now of Knox 
College, Toroate, was appointed to moderate in a callin favor 
‘of Rev. Mr. Baer. “This charge at that period was composed of 
Kirkton, Flatreck, Roy's, and Cromarty, and the stipend pro. 
insed was 05 per annum. This call was declined by Me. Bares 
0 wonder. In 1854, London Presbytery met in Goverch, when 
‘call was presented to Rev. Me. Carnuthers. The records do 
ot say whether tho stipend had been brought under the law of 
ugmentations in the meantime, butt appears this call was Dot 
‘ery scessfil, The fist stationed minister in these four con 
sregaons was Rey, John Fatheringham, sho retained in chorge 
Unt thee separation, when Roy's and. Cromarty were set apart 
lnder Rev. Me. Seott who was pastor for over thity years. Ta 
1865, Cromarty congregation erected new stone church ata cont 
9€ 83,000, On Mr. Scot's reticement, in 1900, he was suceeded 














by Rev, Robert A. Cranston, present incumbent, The member: 
Shi of thse congregate, at pent 30, wih Sbinh 

‘A what time the Methodist Church was organized jn this town. 
ship it would be impossible to say. In the neighborhood of Stata, 
Services were held by Rev, Mr. Stephens in the house of George 
‘Ween, at an early day. In tis work was associated wth im 
Res. Mr, Tapp. nv 1836 the frst Methodist church probably in 
Fibber was erected in Staff under Rey, A.A. Smith. This was 
fr aort of frame building, the contactor being William Hil, of 
Mitchell Im mew settlements, the rule was to hold services ia a 
choothouse, but inthis case school was kept in chuech. This 
Sid bulaing has Tong since been superseded in its ecclesiastical 
hes by a comfortable Brick church and educational work is now 
Caried on in a commodious brick schoolhouse. In Staffs, the 
Iieraity ofthis connection has made provision fr its minister by 
trocting «parsonage. at 4 cost of over $2,000. Rev. John Hen- 
leson, present pastor, reports a membership at Stafa of 115 
Souls Im connection with the Seals congregation isa Sabbath 
Sheol, with an average attendance of aearly 60 pupils. This de 
artment ofthe work is under the superintendence of Me. Hugh 
Kennedy 

Grace Church, Staff, was organized by Rew. Me. Bridgman, 
and at a somenbet later period than several other denominations 
In Hibhert Ls principal promoters were Mr. Robert Livingston, 
athony lag, James Allan, Joba Richardson, and. Wiliam 
Worten, “Serbices were held for some time in the Township 
Hal when a new church was erected in 1887, at cost of about 
Srouo, Membership in this congregation has not greatly inreasd 
Since is organization, many having removed. A good Sabbath 
Schoo! maintained, with an attendance of about 8 pupils, Me 
Henry Templeton, superintendent. Preseat igcumbent is Rev 
W. J. Docherty, of Heosal 

Bethel Methodist Church, Tot 6, con. 4, was ist organized by 
Revs Mr, Hurlbert, «church Being erected in 1863. 1ts pro 
fmoters were Alexander and Joba Liatoa, Jas. Watson, Wiliam 





















vmsexr 29 


Fawcett, and Joho White, ia whose barn and in the people's 
houses servos were first held, “Twenty members composed the 
frst rol, whichis now increase to forty, with Rev. M. J. Henders 
son ts present minister. A Sabbath school is alo conducted by 
Me. Willam White, having an attendance of 40 pep 

‘Salem Methodist Church on lot 1, con, war onganized by 
Dr, Aylsworth, of Mitchell Previous to erecting m church, i 
1853, services were held in the schoolhouse, This congregation 
twas promoted by Thomas Paf, John Dunkin, David and Willary 

Hutchinson, Henry Pinder, and John Young. A total member 
ship of 20a ts inception has now increased to 4a. There te a 
Sabbath school also, conducted by Mr. Geonge Smal, having an 

‘The English Church at Dublin was onganized in 1856 hy Rev 

Me: Cauield, "Daring the autumn of that year and inthe orig 
of 1867, a church was erected at a cost of Sica, The fist pre 
motes inthis congregation were James Green and Robest Donlon 
‘A fow members only attended this congregation at its inception 
‘ow Increased to go. A Sabbath schoo! has ben conic here 
since the church was opened in July, 186, fest under Thomas 
Green, and ow hasan atendance of 3 pup 

In this township, at Dublin, has been erected in 1900 the finest 
arch edifce in Hibbert, and. compares favourably with way 
scclesintcal building io Pertk County. This congregation ee 
formerly & part of that at St. Columban, a number of whooe 

Imembers resided near Dublin. Im 1899 steps were taken by the 

Catholics in this section to erect a new bulding more convenient 
for themasives. This movement rented in a splendid brick 

tiie, costing S2ojoon, The length is 15 fort, by 90 feet in 

width, with w tower sing to 143 feet Rev. Father Fogarty i 

Pastor, under whose charge are 120 familie 

on Methodist Church, on the Huron road, was st established 
fn 1809, when a building’ was constructed. "Thin was again 
replaced by another church in 1889. The principal promotor of 

this congregation were J. Jerson, E. Annis, J." Hoskin, G. 
Mond J. Aiken, J Beton, and Wn. Bushield. “This i nl a 























good rral congregation, and i at preseat under the pastorate of 
Revs Mr. Henderson 

Th this township municipal records are of a meagre description 
up to i8g7. This was vofortunate, as history was made rapidly 
in eat days: ‘Those questions of schools, public libraries, road, 
Tiguor by-laws, with other manifestations of progress, are all 
Characteritic of early history. When it found, therefore, that 
records of period so. proyant with change are wanting, it 
{etracts from historical faterest, As to who frst occupied sats 
ta council board ia Hibbert Tam unable to say. Mr. Robert 
Donkin was frst district councilor subsequent t0 separation from 
McKillop, occupying that position il our present system was 
introduced in 1890. He then became Set eve, and John A. Sule 
Hivany fist ceske In 18, Thomas MeGoey was elected reese, 
being returned aguin in 1890. In 1853, Mr Alexander McLaren 
fan reeves and for many years at a subsequent period was @ 
prominent and respected public servant in Hibbert. In 1854 we 
fave a recon of municipal ofcers, but for this year oay, when 
fre find. James. Black, James Farr, Robert Doakio, Thomas 
MeGocy, and Alexander McLaren were elected. Me, Donkin was 
Ghoeenreeve; Jobn A. Sullivan, clerk; David Oughton, assesoe 
James Murphy, colletor;Jobn Hogarth and George Mille, audit 
fee, A-committee appointed on saree reported allowances to 
ach: Clerk, vo; assessor, £1; collector, £9; councillors, 
Each, por dem s/3s auctioneer’ cense, 168, witha fee of 2/6 10 
the dork. A lccnse for a hotel was granted upon payment of 
Ufa 115, 8a, with further sam of 2/5 0 the oer by whom it 
‘Nas issued; anaditonal to] was also paid for inspection. What- 











{rer conditions may have bee abserved in our oll tavers, there 
was certainly lack ofinspecters, one being appointed for each 
‘ectorl division, This postion apparently was a sinecure rather 
{han a place of emolament, compensation being only £1, 10s. pet 
tnnum, Sach responsiblties as thore imposed ‘on inspectors 
‘were not unpleasant.” For instance, sampling the contents of @ 
Tempting aray of decanters beind the bar was et an unpleasant 
doy Where a variety of stimulating Bids were Kept in stock, 





4 competion of inspection was often reached with the ofr in & 
hileious condition. Mr. Edward Downie was appointed fssuee 
of tieeses, with Mfr. Robert Bell, William Harburn, Edward 
Parse and Arthur McCann, inspectors 

Ts 18a, Me. Carols election an reeve wns protested by his 
‘provent, the oaly case ofan election protest {have been able to 
dbcover ia a rural municipality. The cause of protests aot st 
forward by complainant. In second appeal t9 the people, Mr. 
Caroll was again returaed. Te stems rather strange that the 
costs ofthis proceeding, amounting to Sy, wer pad bythe town 
‘hip Hibbert has signaled herself to great degree bya liberal 
and philanthropic spirit in her grants made from time f time in 
Sid of those in distress. In #862 mase mecting was held for 
{ranting aid tothe Lancashire operatives in England, which was 
frel supported. During this year 4 subscription was opened to 
sist in raising a monument to the Prince Consost, which was 
not supported at all. A liberal grant tothe rit fund in clan 
tras given in 1863, Tn 1868 a goodly sum was lao voted as 
ele othe Red River Settlement, now the wealthy and populous 
Province of Manitoba. There i discrimination in making these 
{grants highly creditable tothe people, in thee ne appreciation of 
2 Giving line between charity and humbug. 

A late as 1876 five hotels were icensed, one in Cromarty, one 
In Staff and three in Dublin. These are now reduced 10 two, 
oe ia Staffs and one in Dublin. Moderates are now very 
Gierent from those of ity years ago. Whatever we may this 
of accommodations afforded now, which are really good, the old 
log tavern of hala centery ago was, in many fstances, the most 
‘etched spot on earth 

The minutes of mecting Bld en October 12, 189, were the 
fast t be signed by Alexander MeLacen, who may be called the 

‘Grand Old Man” of Hibbert, There is nothing in that signatuce 
to indicate approaching dissolution, His hand appears to have 
had all its oldtime steadiness. ‘The stings of a highly nervous 
temperament, which were aways keyed to their utmost tension, 
seemed to part at one, and ina few weeks he laid down his erase 








and passed beyond the tourne. A mation of condolence by Mr 
"Thomas Ryan, who had boun in the meantime elected reve, closed 
the sane on Me- Alexander MeLaren. 

Population in this township has wot icressed during the ast 
rwentyfve years, the mumbier ia 1902 being 2,000, and its 





total asessment for that your bsing 61,606,850. ‘The amount 
foleciod by taxation for schools and other disbursements was 
Sout 7,000. Builings which have been ereted in Hibbert 

‘sucitional purposes are ual to. those in other rural 
‘municipalities, and the teachers employed in them are doing good 
trork, OF the seven schoo! district, into which the township is 
Alivia, thete are three union public schools. There i also one 
Separate and three union separate schools. Wilh the exception 
‘Of two loses, where dean tle ix made, there are no mastic 
uring ostres in this nip. 

Belore leaving this par of our municipal history, Tmay be_per- 
mitted to subjoin.s facsimile copy of an award of the fence 
Viewers, as an excellent representation of 1 public document 
Xisposing of important interests inthe olden tine, Those of cur 

Iunicpal men who are accustomed to recive impressive 











orate awards made by engineers under the Drainage 
fand Watercourser’ Act of the present, will be struck by the 
Simplicity and. Boely condensed judgment of the pioneer fence 
ridden, Oct 6 
Award offence viewers 
‘on dispute of thomas fll and Wiliam salary Tot 25 i the St 
and oth concessions of hibbert in regards of deepening ditch 0 
‘the said lot, they award thatthe extent south B rods commence 
‘south and dig one level othe fnee on the concession a his own 
lace 





“This award is signed by three excellent and responsible cons 
‘of the township, one of whom is alla prominent ena in a certain 
“department of farm industry 

Offers from 1858, previous records being incomplete, all 





{information Ihave been able to obtain unde this part ofthe work 
has already been state: — 

‘eees—1858, Finlay McCormick ; 185960, William Bell; 
1801, Robert Donkin 1853n4, John Carell; 1863-7, F. Mo 
Cormick ; 1858-75, ‘Thomas King ; 1854-80, Robert Gardaes 
881-92, Alexander McLaren ; 1892-95, Thomas Ryan; 1857-8 
Peter Campbell; 899-1900, Robert Hoggarth s1goi-a, We W. 
Sadler 

Deputy Roewes—First deputy, 186-4, John Gardner; 1865, 
‘Thos: King ; 1866, Jax Atkinson 1867, Wim. Givns 868-75, 
Robt. Gardner 1874-5, John MeConaell | 1875, Jas, Hopwood : 
18778, Jas, Harbura #187983, John Burns; 188y-g0, T. Ryan | 
18956, P. Campbell: 1897-8, Wms. Fosney 

Comeitrs 1858, Jas McKensie, Ja Fri, George Kidd, 
Maurice Carol; 1850-6, Robert Donkin, J. Feet, Jas, Atkinson 
Joh Gardner; 1861, Wn. Bel J. Friel, J. Atkinson, J. Gardner 
1862, W. Bel, J. Friel, J. Atkinion ; 1863-4, W. Helly J. Atkine 
00, Mathew Deans; 1885, Geo. Miller, Atkinson, J Garda, 
1860, G, Miller, J- Friel, R: Gardner; 1867, Michael MteAion 
Gardner, Hugh Cori; 1868, Win. Givin, Wo, Wonten, Chas 
Brooks; 1859, W. Givins, W. Worden, Francs Olivers spon, 
W. Givin F. Oliver, Jas: Harbuen: #872, F, Oliver, John Me 
Conve Jas. Harburn; 1873, Jas. Harbars, Thos. Paliman, Jobe 
McConnell; 1874-5, Edward Molyneaun, F. Olver, Jax Hops 
‘wood; 1876, Jas, Harbor, Peter Campbul, Edward Molynenun 
18778, Peter Campball,F. Oliver, Jobn Burns; 1879, F- Olver, 
Peter Campbell, Joba Jerson; 1880, F. Olver, Peer Carptsil 
Andrew Caldwils 1881, Andcew Caldwel, J. Jerson, Robert 
Norris; 188, J. Jefferson, R. Norss, William Oliver? 83, J 
Jefirson, Donald McLaughlin, Jas Barbour; 2884, J. Jellerson, 
DL MeLaugitin, Joba A Je Jerson, JA 
Norvis, Jas, Barbour 1887, J A. Noctis, Jas Barbour, Reber 
Hoggarth; 1888.5, J. A. Nori, Robert Hoggath, Jas: Barbour 
‘890, J. AL Nomis, Jas, Barbour, W. T. Cassidy 1891, W. 1 
Cassidy, Jas, Barbour, Samuel “Harris; 1892, Jas. arbour, 
Sure Harris, Wi ‘John AS MeLaren, W. 
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Feeney, Mathew Millers 1896, W. Feeney, Mathew Miler, Robert, 
Hoggarths ring, M. Miler, R, Hogarth, W. W. Sadler: 1898, 
R. Hoggarth, W, W, Sailer, Hugh Norris: +899-1900, Hogh 
Nowrns Sathew Miller, Wan. Dalrymple, ‘Thos. Meledy; 1901 

Win, Dalrymple, T, Molady, Thos, Mahadey, John A, MeLaren 

Clerks 183871, Thos. Duinn + 1872-75, Jos Reading ; 1875 
‘98, Timethy Carroll, 1899-1902, James Jordan. 

“Treanurers185605, Edward Downie 1855-7, Thos. Dunn; 
186895, Alexander Ferguson; 1854-1002, James Harriton 

“Ascinrss_1856, James Hoskins} 2839, Hugh Currie; 1860-1, 

Jas Hoskin; 1852-70, George Hamilton: 1871-8, John Gardner 
‘Sj, Jas: Hopwood ; 883, Thos. King 1883-5, James Gil 
lesple 1885, James Atkinson; 87.92, Ts G. Hurlburt; 1845, 
Willa Cassidy, 189(-9, F. R- Hamilton 1900, Michael Rateigh 
tools TG, Caring 1gos, Patrick Feeney. 

‘Collectore 858-74, Robert Rooney} 1875-81, Jas. Atkinson 
1882-7, John Carmichtel, 1888.9, William Roberts; 1890-1, Joba 
Jetsons 1832-5, Roderick Kennedy; 1854-8, John A. Norris: 
{op-1g00, RG. Hoggarth; 1901-2, John Stacey: 

udtors —1848, Joho Hogarth, Gsorge Miler; 1859, Timothy 
Carroll, Richard Sarvs 1860-3, T. Carol, Joba Hogyarth; 
864-7, T. Carrol, Ja. Shilinglaw; #868, T- Carrol, Jas. Atkin- 
son! 1860-72, . Carroll, R, 'S. Sarvs; #873, T. Carrol, John 
Taree; 1074. T. Caroll, Goonge Caldwell; 1875, T. Caroll, 

Jas Harburns 1876 Jas. Gillespie, Lake King t877-9, John 
Catmichal, Lake King 1880, Jas. Harburo, Lake King: 881, 
IAG, Jones, Luke Kingy #8828, De- McTavish, A. C. Jones 
788, Jas lesa, ALS. Case (esignod), A. K. Ferguson (ap 
pointed): 189p, Jas, Gillespie, A. Ke Ferguson; #8ge, Jas. Gi 
apie, Jobo A. McNaughton: 9a, Jas. Gilempie, Ti. Han 
ton: 1893-7, Jas Gillespie, FL, Hamilton #898, FL. Haniton, 
James Jordans 1855-1901, F. L. Hamilton, Denald McKie’) 
tops Jao. A. Norris, W. R. Bell a 















































CHAPTER XVI: 


South Easthope terminates the easter limit of that rest 
wougeshaped country known a the “Haron Tract.” tn Docem= 
So tape comcciotn' wa surveyed by Mey McDiouala A 
farther portion was opened in 1832, Me. Carell completing the 
Whole 183g. The si inthis maniipality of excllent quality, 
och as that found in Downie and Blanshard. Like these two 
Aowship, ite sucfce is undulating eather than rolling or billy 
Inthat portion extending from Shakespeare east and south iti 
more diversfed than west or southwest. In area itis the 
mallet in Perth Count. 

‘Since its Set settlement a systom of mixed farming’ has been 
arsed. on, more admirably adapted to ite soil and i people 
Dairying, which bas been intredaced with snc marked resalls a 
other townahips, hax made itl progress in South Easthope. A 
‘huese and butter factory was opened by Me. Ballantyne, of State 
ford, sveral yenrs ao and, although well patronized, has not 
certended to other sections, Radical changes in farm management 
ave taken place here, as in other district, greatly tthe bensi 
of those engaged in agriculture, AE one. period. wheat and 
potash were the only products having any commercial value 
‘Those gave n quick return to those engaged in clearing and, 


Stumpy acres yielded noting ele which could be teansormed into 


regres 
‘Seventy years have come and gone, howevet, since Mr Pip. 
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Fogle entered South Easthope, and have brought many changes in 
farm lif, Exigences of commerce, and scientic discoveries in 
its profound exemplifcaton of transportation, have changed old 
plans and methods in successful agriculture to a marked degree 
Wheat cultivation i no longer @ basis on which a farmer can 
hui is, hopes of future success. Those townships ia. Nor 
Perth where natural conditions were not ao favorable for wheat 
culture found in dairying a source of wealth even geeater than 
that arising fom any” system of mixed farming. Evidences of 
progress in South Easthope are everywhere apparent. high 
Fate of culivation i noticeable throughoet, fertility in te sil is 
Iraintained, and, indeed, augmented, affording a good istration 
tf that thrift chtracterisde of those people theough whose agency 
ie was largely setled 

Th South Easthope material for constructing good roads ein 
many sections not easily obtained, While several leading road 
Absence of gravel is apparent. Everthing has hoon done to over- 
ome this difcity by those having road management in charge 








Highways are well graded, proper drainage to water tables has 
been secured, to overcome, far as poosibe those defects arising 
from a scarcity of grave. In this tomnehip transportation i farm 
products is easly accomplished. Riway facilities are in advance 
[Stany other towns in this county. The G. T. the B.& Le Hay 
fand'S.8 PD, airoads all afford conveniences for shipping farm 
produce. Where such excellent facilities exist, therefore, for 
Marketing goods, an absence of gravel is ct so severely fit az 
tshen an agricltarist has #9 transport his overplus for Tong di 

"The settlers in this township, excepting @ fow, are Germans 
(On the Huron Roady between Shakesponce and’ Stratford, are 
Several Ens speaking families, most Scotch, such a= Capling, 
Grerar, Robertson, Bell, Riddell, aod McCallum. On the 








boundary line of Downie are Matheson, Hislop, Lepton, Duns 
more, O'Donnel, Flanigan, and Jaskson. Elsewhere neary all 
tre German, 








Setlement in South Easthope proceeded fom east to west, 
characteristic ofthe match of backwoodsmen everythere a South 
Perth, Very Title progress was made for a suber of Years. 
“The causes which led #0 4 stagnant condition ia 30 splendid @ 
country as Ontario at that period could be ently shown, but fall 
within the province of ational history rather than 4 work of this 
Kind. On Christmas ‘Day, 1820, Sebastian Fryfogle, as fist 
peter in this county, located on fot 1g, concession 1. The day 
tens appropriate, and the man Was appropriate. On this day came 
ito the worl, ver 1800 years ago, one who proclaimed peace 
nd goodvil tall me, On this day one came into Perth County 
teho broke great silence that from all eternity wa snbroken by 
© note of civliing voices. Thix Sebastian war = herald who 
tote on his own person many of those atibutes from which great 


mmen and great tations are made, He stood alone in that vast 
tildsness, and plated the standard of am advancing civilization, 
None sew it unforied but hime. He could oot bear in this 
Aistant spot that trampling of fet maeching onward to his resting 
place. Did fe dream, wonder, of those mighty forces he was 


festined to see, presing on through this llimitable soit ? 
Did he think that, rom the beginning of al time, i was given #0 
him alone to put forth his hand, saying, all things here shall be 
Transformed? He was a pilgrim pressing on with bis banner, om 
Which wa inscribed in letters of gold" Excelsior.” He was the 
forerunner of a new agency, belore which that ld spit of the 
forest would shrink back and fee aay, yielding its sway of thou 
sands of years ton new transformation, We are proud 10 kaow 
this Sebastian was a man of strong. character, and inthis regard 

To facilitate settlement, the Canada Company had erected 
several hute along this new road to Goderich, where travelers 
‘night obtain rest and entertainment. To induce an occupation of 
these places a bonus of go was offered to any person who would 
‘open and keep 4 house of entertainment for six months in South 
Easthope, as being more adjacent to an old settlement. Further 
wrest a promium of 50 was ofered, and further west stil a 
premium of 60 was given, 























Me. Fryfgle was born in the Swiss Canton of Berne in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century, and emigrated to America 
in 1806, Settling in Peonsyivania, He remained there for several 
years, “He came t9 Canada in 1837, and resided in Waterloo, 
Where he met Vankigmond, who induced him to remove into 
South Easthope. He, therefore, accepted the 40 offered by the 
Canada Co’, and became frst seter in Perth County. We 
‘qo from a former writer onthe subject, who says: “It not 
fecessary to follow his course in dtl a the subsequent history 
‘ofthis dntrict was so marked by his participation in the peiocipal 
ccurrences whish go to compose i that his name appears in 
able und enterprising man, highly respected and implicitly trusted 
Uheough life deeply lamented at his death, which oecurred at his 
fold home ih 1873.” Those who followed im into the woods 
honored him with the highest ofices in thelr git. He was a 
Asti counilo, rove of his township, warden of Perth County 

‘captain in the militia, and one of our oldest magistrates, The 
‘whole conduct ofthis excellent man was honourable to himself 
Zand sell to the people who hud on s0 many occasions placed 
fim in positions of test. 

The second seller in South Easthope was Andrew Rid, 
Scotchman from Berwickshire. He located on lot +7, a short 
‘isance farther weet an Bs Frye, en nlao beens n prom 
nent man. Mr. Riddel was followed by Andrew Helmer, and 
year or two later A number of Scotch from Perthshire settled 
“long the Huron road in both the Eathopes. John A, McCarthy 
Settled in South Easthope in 1852. "This gentleman will be 
‘remembered hy many as being for great number of Years chiet 
Constable in Stratford. ‘The trond of settlement extended slowly 
Toward Woodstock, more rapidly west to Stratford, and south 
tvard along the boundary ine of Downie towards Zora. In 1842 
the fist schoo! section was formed, South Easthope being divided 
into two schoot districts by the counsi in Goderich. ‘The bound- 
aries of these sections will be fund ina chapter on public schools 
To 1842 the families of McTavish, McEwen, McFarlane, with « 
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great many Germans, had located} and previous to go the 
evnship may have been said to be setled.” In 832 8 aumber of 
Gecman fumes had located near Mr. Fryfoge, and toward what 
is now Scbastopo, the fest congregation of any denomination of 
professing Christiane in. thie county tving organized by the 
Latherans at this point during that year 

‘While this township has excellent trading faites, there are mo 
places of importance evita its mits. On the boundary Ties ae 
ever] points where lace populations are centred, On its aorhe 
wwest corms fs a portion of Ststford, Seven miles south-enst is 
Tavistock, Three miles north of the later point is Shakespeare 
Schastopt les wholly in South Easthope, about one-half mile 
north of Tavistock. This village was founded at an early dy by 
Me. Henry Heyrosi, who was Its first setter and bul its fest, 
house. In 184s Me. Henry Eckstsin came to Sebastopol, also 
remaining in the village. This hamlst wns named by its citizens 
Auring the Russian War of 1852-5, to commemorate that long and 
evertorbeongtten sige by the allied nemies of tow of that 
tame in the Crimea. Its now a plessant country village, thou 
its greatoess has ben to some extent overshadowed by Tavistock, 
to which it now forms a suburb. There ia very fire church and 
parsonage here, with several business places, spplying goods (0 
tne agricultural country surrounding i 

Tavistock is ao importaat village containing a population of 
about #000, and has numberof fine stores and large manufac: 
turing establishments. This place was founded by Me. Henry 
Eckstein in 1848. Having removed from Sebastopol, where he 
had Sette in 2845, he erected a house on what is now the triangle 
formed by Hope and Woodstock streets and the G. T. Railroad, 
‘sing tra store. Mr. Eckstein named his ow village Fricbarg, 
inhonoue of his betplace in Germany. During the Crimean War 
the citizons of Freiburg were so interested in that sue on the 
‘erie field of Inkerman, that it was renamed in honour of that 
Place. Under this historical appellation, it cantinved to flourish 
ot the B.A L, H.R. was built and a post ofice opened ia 
1857. At this prid its name was again changed, to Tavistock, 
ia honor of a tven ofthat name in England 














tn 4850, Me, Eokstein erected « bic otsl on site opposite 
his formes building, which has since been rebuilt, and is one of 
Several excellent hotels in this ville, Where tit building now 
Stands was great Bogs aod i was no tl lage quantities of slid 
Inaterial was swallowed up ia quick sand that a foundation of 
timbers could be lad fn order to suppor the present fine truce 
Henry. Schaefer, in 1848, but another dwelling on Hope sect 
Athied setler was Antoni Glueck, Other small tadesmen, 
ttho seem to have belonged as much to an agricultural community 
{either the plough or harrow, became acters. Job M, Holmer 
‘pened a Blacksmith’s shop. Br. August Bechberger and Duncan 
Stewart were aug early setters. Mr- Bellinger was fst harness- 
mnaker, Progress wes slow until railway construction wa com- 
Pleted and a sation erected in Tavistock, This at once crippled 
Schastool by centralizing trade atthe point of shipment. It was 
‘only a few yours threlore, subsequent £0 these events when & 








trumber of large brick Blocks were erected. Good sirets and 
Taewaks now extend in all directions, radiating to its residential 
parts There are three general stores here, some of which would 
fo credit to larger places, one hardware store, to a shops 
thee confectioners, two jweeries, a drag store, bakeries, 
froceres, boot and shoe store, three hotels, Two medal 
Actors are fosated here, Dr- Michael Steele and Dr, O. G. 
Niemeier, De. Press, of Hamburg, Germany, was fst physician, 
foceased many yours ago. On September 26%h, 1895, was isued 
the Gase, printed by Mr. J. W. Green, editor and proprietor. 
Ta May, 19, this sheet became the property of Mr. F. H. Leal 
who conducts it as am independent paper. tt present dtr 
ndesvours to maintain ts character ne a good Toca organ eather 








hon making ita conduit of party polities. This ambitious village 
has a good electric ight system, well supported. by is czens. 


Tn place such as Tavltck this certainty indiates a progressive 
spirit animating all clases, There i leo a telegraph and express 
fice, an excelent public hall, where meetings are held. To 
Sevommodate the business men branch of the Western Buok hat 
been opened, and doing a large business. AS i all Canadian 


towns, benevolent socitie are well represented, and are no doubt 
<aing m good work to those who patronize them. 

Th progress jn commerce has been marked, in manufacturing 
departments it is esually apparent. In +849, planing mill and 
Faritre factory was established, employing three hands, of which 
the proprietors, Moses, Kalbfeich and Sehacler, were 0. This 
branch of industry, under careful management, as been quite 
Stccestul employing about thirty hands and occupying a large 
thre-sory rick and ironclad building. A. salroom is opened 
feom which goods are sent to every part of Canada, "A saw ml 
is ra in connection with this establishment, and great quantities 
butter snd cheese boxes are supplied to creameries and cheese 
factories in the surrounding country. In conection with the 
furniture dsparement, undertaking also caried on. To mest 
the demands of an inszeasing trade, extensions are being made, 
Ivhich will enable the frm to employ atl anger somber of bands 
Th #885, the original partnership wos dissolved, and operations 
tare now carted on by. Me. John Kabeish, x8 sale proprietor 
Me. Schaefer subsequent opened another plating’ mill, which he 
operated for many years, ‘This mil i stil running, although 


‘thas passed ito er hands 

Tn 1877, a woollen mill was established ty Me. J-G. Field, 
employing four hands, Me, Field has succeeded ia bulling up a 
large trade in manufacturing woollen goods of all kinds which 
are shipped to every corner of our country. Ib this factory a 
Dumber of people are now employed, & substantial brick, and 
ther buildings have heon erected to esommodate the trade. The 
Inachinery here is operated by & 115shorse power engine, which 
is also used as motive power on the dynamos supplying electric 
Tight to the village 

To 1868, a barrel and stove factory was established by Mr. John 
Zimmerman, employing seven hands, This business was success. 
ful for many years nd i ail caried on, Timber has now 
become so scarce in the srtounding country a © cipple 
industries of this description, Tt ean be only a few years when a 
Femoral will have te take place, not fom a srant of usness, ot 











from exhaustion of the raw material whish can no longer be 

Tes other manufacturing industries ae a broom factory, a sider 
mill, two carige factories, anda Max il 

a 1886. was organized the Tavistock Miling Company, 
‘whch mill was ested with a capacity of 125 barrel During 
189 the property seas destroyed by Bre. The company at once 
fet to work f0 rebuild, and conttricted, perhaps, the largert, 
boiling for miling purpotes in this county, Being Bve stores in 
height, witha capacity of 200 barel This ina fine structure of 
Brice and iron, and receives large patronage. The busines is 
conducted by Mr. A. E. Retz, and the machinery coolaned in 
this great balding isa sight Tor vistors to Tavistock 

While thee evidences of material development i agciculture 
and manufacture are apparent, education and religion has by no 
‘means been neglected in South Easthope. As will be noticed 
‘leswhere, this municipality has had its difculties in efning and 
Sscranging loca legislation 10 it its edicational requirements 














Ac present there are ten sections, five of which are unions. In 
support of these schools, im ago, a rte of 82,298 was eved and 
Collested. Excellent buldings have been provided for comfort 
and convenience to thove in aftendance. In Tavistock isa school 
blling cocting Sooo. tn this seminary are four departments, 
tnder Pencipal Charles Cameron and thee female assistants with 
iendance of 200 pupil Continuation classes are kept up, 

and it i a central pot for junior and senior leaving examinations, 
‘South Easthope has several churches, In priority of ongatizstion 
for establishing religious services she has precedence overall other 














‘municipalities in orth County. ‘Three yes previous t the orga 
ization of olf St. Andrew's fo Stratford a place of worship was 


‘pene and congregation organized hy the Evangelical Lutheran 





dy a what ts meer Scbmatopel. In i8a5 ar autooty Teas ag 
Rev. Mr, Horn condacted services amongst the Germans who f 

lowed Mr-Fryfogleinto this new section, Wha its membership may 
in 1836, under Rev. Me. Kassomann, This was a trae balding, 








ln which service was eld til 1884. During this your the present 
fine brick edifice was constructed at a cost of SiGjoon. This fs a 
boautifalchuech, whose tall, apering spice ean be seen a long 
distance. In the great tower are three belly, approaching & 
Chime, whose mellow tones re heard far away ia the adjoining 
country. This tower alo contains clock, the only oe in Perth 
county on a sacred edifice, While this congregation has prorty 
in point of antiquity, it has not that distinction of membership 
which must he given to Kaos Presbyterian Church, ‘Stratford 
Rev. Fredrick Vet, as pastor, has been succesful during a long 
period of thicty years in hin minitrations, the present momber= 
Ship being about op souls, "A Sabbath school is conducted by 
the minister, with an attendance f 230 pupils In 1897 tht con 
sregation contracted a parsonage atx ost of $3,400. This isa 
Spacious bulding of brick, and finished inn sige of neatness 
which characterizes much ofthe work o this theft people 

The Presbyterian Church in Tavistock, compared with the 
Eangelcal Lutheran, isa modern onganirition, and did mot exist, 
prior to 1878. The prosperity stained subsequent to building 
the railway had attracted offers as wll ae Germans, and several 
Presbyterians became residents. In 1878, therefore, Rev, Mr 
Fleming, » missionary, wis sent to preach in Tavistock, and, if 
posible, to organize a congregation. The numbot of adherents at 
this porod did not exceed twelve, In 1899 Rev. Mr Stewart, of 
North Easthope, became a stationed minister, and proper organ 
ration took place. The congregation, who had hitherto hel their 
Services in & hall over a hotel shod, rented the Baptist Church, 
Which they occupied far several years, Meantime a large increase 
jn members and adherents took place, and a new brick billing 
was constructed at a cost of 83,300.” This ile body has been 
uite successful, its communion fll numbering at present 113, 


and_are sil progressing under the ministations of Rev. Mr 
McCullough. A Sabbath School is conducted in connection with 
this congregation, Me. Field being superintendent, having” an 
attendance of 75 pple. The preset elders who have done much 
towards its succeat are Michael Steele, M.D.y A. T, Bell, and 
1G. Field 





[An old congregation in South Easthope isthe Baptist in Tae 
stock. This eburch was organized in 18r by Rev. Me. Snider, 
Tike all other church ongaaizations inthe olden time, servicer 
were held in a log building, where is fifteen members and those 
Ssociating themselves with thom, worshipped for a number of 
years. Ip 1867, the growing demands of this body rendered a 
hw church necessary, when their present building was con 
tracted. Subsequent to this period x steady progress as boes 
toads f not a rapid one; ite present members being 63, under 
Rev. Mr. Roadhouse, Provision has also been made fo religious 
trsing of theie children, and a Sabbath school fs conducted. by 
Mer J.-D. Adam as superintendent, st which on Sabbath days 
there isa attendance of about 63 pupil 

ity years ago e Preshyterian church was organized in Shake- 





speate, its principal promoters being Messrs: Alexander Mitchel, 
M._Gibsooy James Donaldson, sod David Campbell, its frst 
stationed minister being Rev. Mr. Stephenson. Subsequent ¢9 





its establishment az a separate congregstion ch 
Previous to contracting this building, considered tone time ex 


fed in 18g3y which is all used az a place of worship. 





tremely handwome, services wore held ia the schoolhouse. A 
Uiion was subseysently formed with old St. Andrew's, north of 
‘Shakespeare, both of which are Under the pastoral charge of Rev 
Hugh Cowan. Steps are nove being taken to erect a splendid 
ciifce inthe village, t0 accommodate both charges. 

Novecords of municipal government ia Seats Easthope are in 
existence prior to 1843-" For thi year they ate incomplete, com 
prising several declrations of ofce ax pathtasters, withthe usa 
Bylaws adopted by all municipalities rarding stock running at 
lange, Ata meeting of ratepayers 1843, a motion was passed 
which tou is meaningless, bu in that olden time of sixty. years 
fago was of great importance. This motion we may be permitted 
te insert here, ax aflording some insight into poner life at that 


Period, not only inthis township, but everywhere in the Huroa 
Tract: lt was moved and seconded that no restrictions he passed 
ts to cattle running at lage and browsing’ every chopper i 6 
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look after whatever cattle come into his chopping, and drive 
them away without any hurt” Young agrcultursts of to-day 
wil realize the importance of this mation, when we say, Phat those 
Few cattle, then possessed by any hackwoodsman, existed almost 
luring the enire winter on tre top, thrown daw fa chopping. @ 
fallow. When maple was pletifulyeatle wintered on thelr tops 
fe brash in good condition, unl leeks and adder tongues brought 
feliein spring. If this manner of keeping stack was primitive, 
it was of piece with many other operations in plonee ie the 
best that could be done, Legislation passed at this meeting was 
Sed by Joh T. Flynn, as township clerk 

Te 1844, Me. Figan was reelected clatk, Win, Cossey, chair- 
san, was chosen anseaor, and James terard, collector,” Town 
wardens of 1843 Were reelected, composed of Andrew Ril, 
Daniel Cook and Loreng Arnold, with Andrew Helmer a district, 
councillor, Poundkeepers were Sebastian Fryogle, “Willam 
MeDonald and Dasiel Cook. Inthe records ofthis meeting we 
have names of the fest pathmasters, 17 ia number, se follows 
William Reta, Alexander Stewart, James Brown, Dovald Stewart, 
and Henry Dunn, from concession 1; John Wilker, Klaus 
Rect, John Wolf and James Balerom, fom concessions 3 and 3 
[Nicholas Steigel, Adam Kalbfsiach, John Heinbuck and James 
Benger from concessions 4 and §, with, Douglass MeTavishy from 

I 1845, Me: Helmer was again eloctd district souncilor, with 
Sebastian Fryfogle, Andrew Riddell and Gad Curtis, as wardens 
William Costey was chosen clerk, holding this office tll 1850 
AL this meeting James lerard was chosen coletor, and John 
Zacky, assessor, Iwill be oserved that no treasurer or auditors 
were appointed, these ofces being sill held by officers of the 
Aistrict council in Goderich, 

Tn 1846, Alexander McTavish was appointed collector ad Job 
Zacky, assessor. A change was made in town wardens, Donald 
McGregor, William Bayly, and Wiliam MeDonald beng. elected. 

ln 1847, Sebastian Frpfoglo was chouen assessor; Alex. Me 
Tavish, collector; Henry Be Nebb, Henry Inara, and George 
Kalbteisch, town wardens 
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In 1848, Sebastian Fryfogle was lasted district councillor 
Heney B. Nebb, assessor; Lenard Wicker, colletor; George 
MaBMillan, Valentine River, and Anthooy Kostzcr, wardens, 

For 1849! Andrew Helmer, chairman; Jobn Fitzchares, as- 
sessor: Andrew Helmer, collector; William L. Bayly, Henry 
Simmons, and James Willamson, wardens, 

"The fit staiement of accounts in South Easthope occurs due 
ing 1845, and fae fllows: Money received by clerk £3, 354 Ode 
txpended by J. C. W. Daly in 383, £98, 88, At this peviod 
Towa clerks acted as township tvssurers, under a distit treasurer 
in Goderich, On the 12th day of July, 1848, the frst audit 
pears to Rave Been madi in proper farm by the district auditors 
teh found remaining in the hands of William Cossey, township 
Gerk, a sum of £3, 38) 324d The total recelpts for 1848 
mounted to £25, ge, 8d 7 dinbersements, £25, 26, 44, leaving 
2 Balance in hand of 21g At the close of 18y9 this sum was 
increased to four shlings nd four pence halfpenny. All teanse 
notions were now closed under the old Taw, and South Easthope, 
tn the fist day of January, 1830, without any det, began house. 
Keeping on het own account with 48, 436d. in ber pocket 

‘On January sist met the frst council ever elected fa South 
"Easthope, when Mewes, Philander Alvin Sebring, William Coss 
Andeow Helmer and Peter Woods prodsced thet oaths of ofc. 
Mr. Sebastian Frylogle also appeared, and decined 0 act as 
councillor, for which he had beso elected. Mr. Andrew Helmer 
twas eleced reves, Alexander Mitchel, clerk; Robert Johnston 
John Stinson, and William MeLaggan, assessors; Geo. Kalbcsch, 
oecor, Avdrew Riddell, treasurer; Henry Roper, and James 
Woods, of Stratford, aitor. 

‘The fest onder of business was charactors ofthe old poneer, 
and illustrates those flings wniversaly expressed in every muni= 
pulity regarding education, This was a petition praying forthe 
ormation of a schoo! section on the frst concestan, to extend to 
and include lots 26 0 salon that Tine of road. Mr. John Durant 
Sppled tobe appointed ss superintendent of schools. In February, 
Mr- James Woods took his seat as councilor, in place of Me 






































Feyfogle, who hed declined the proposed honor. At the election 
in January, Me. James Woods having beeo elected ns eounllon, 
Mz. W. Hines was appointed to suseeed him as auditor, and Joba 
[Lynch was chosea as his colleague, Mr. Roper having reigned to 
become superintendent of schools, The clerk was Instacted fo 
procure a seal about the sizeof x quarter of «dollar, with x plough 





in the centre asa coat of arms. Motntime, a piece of brown we 

was to be used as the impress of authority on all ofa) papers 
until anew seal be procured. The remuneration granted tatare, 
Ship ofcers for their services was very modest, indeed. "The ler 
38 to be paid £55 collector, 6 percent. on all moneys callesteds 
assessor, § percent. on all money collected by the cllctors a 
Perintendent of education, £3, tom per annum; teasuter, sj 
aulitors, Gt each. Collesor’s bond was fixed at sey tise, 
turer's at £200, and superintendent of schools at Loe A bylaw 
was passed dividing the municipality into. thre divisions for 
assessment purposes. Another by-law was also passed regulating 
‘or disallowing cattle and other farm animals fom rossi 
Tange 

March, the council again met at Bells Corners (Shakespeare, 
‘when remuneration to members was fixed at five shillings pet 
siem for attendance at meetings of councilor committee, An 
client piece of legislation was alo passed at this mecting, 
levying a tax of five ailings per annum on all dogs not wed 
‘farm. This act is one that all council at preset sould well 
alflord to place oa their satute book, and rigorously enforce, Tae 
ler was instructed to procure seal from Mr. a, of Galt at a 
ost of £1, 125. 6d Arranging school sections constiated the 
subsequent business of this meeting, Its worthy of remark thet 
the whole attention of the council til November was occupied in 
‘manipulation, creation and alteration of acho! district, exctoing 
allother matters propery within their ine of duties, 

Nomination day in 1852 broughe forth no fess than cghtson 
‘ssprants for municipal honors. ‘This contest was evidestly a 
keen one, a large vote Being. polled. On the second day? at 
four o'clock p.m, no votes htving been recorded for some tne, 




























































Major Brown, who was returning offer, close the poll announs 
ing the five succesfal candidates, In this terble struggle for an 
honest expression of public opinion on the merits of the several 
gentlemen who placed themselves in the hand of their frends 
Floctantausiee, of conres sre wlertunate sapiynt for public 
honor recived ony thre vote. ‘That must have been woefl 
Tight in South Easthope, whe thiteen defeated expound of 
{hep rest principles erstaal tommniipal progress wended their 
sweaty ray through te woods to their lonely shanties, there (0 
find that comfort and repose they vainly expected to Bad inn 
struggle for place and power 

Ta 185 the council, realising the aecesity of improvement ia 
highways, passed 4 bylaw investing go i stock of " Wood 
sock Gravel Road.” “This was the frst wore of any magnitude 
they had undertaken, and, untl the B® L. H. Railway was 
‘opened, ded ash in dovsloping South Easthope. During this 
your "Bas Corners” was changed to “Shakespeare.” Mr. 
Bic, wo wa te agin daring hi ros wa ee 
inseparable from pioneer Ki. He was a person of erty at 
tainments, and conceived the Hea of giving “ Bell's Corners" a 
‘more appropriate name, by substituting tha of his favorite author, 
the Bard of Aven, 

Ta 1854, seven hotels were licensed i this municipality, and 
known as The “Bar Root,” by T. Flynn; '* Halfway. House, 
CC. Biekmoir: Compass and Square,” J. Mattorson? * Shake- 
spears Hotel,” Mr. Gibson} "Union House,” Sebastian Frye 
Wiker’s Tavern,” G. Brown," and " Fesburg,” by Henry Eck: 
le, ranging fom £2, ton. £9464, tom in Stratford. In 1835 4 
fest increase in hotels i recorded the cout granting Heenses 
f ttelve houses of public entertainment, at fed charges ranging 
fom 14 to 830 per annum. Since this period, lke ether ie 
cipalities, the gor trafic has gradually decreased, unt at 
Proven, six hotels are licensed to sll—three in Tavistock, ono ia 








Sebwstopol, and two in Shakespeare. South Easthope possessed 
public ibenry atu very early day, but ite management appears 


forhave boon in other hands than that of the coun, only one 
‘notice in connection therewith being a motion in #830, istructing 
thei clerk to procure, and accepting a tender from George Brown 
te supply a “press to keep the township trary and other papers™ 
At present, Tavistock has a fine public ibeary of over f300 

To 1864, Me. A.A. Drummond, superintendent of education in 
Sovth Easthope, presented his rst report, frm which we quo 
rllows: Any reporton the sate of eduction ia this township 
‘ist he unsatilactory that docs ot refer to the geeat dilutes 
ithe Way ofthe teachers In four out of the six sections Ger. 
ian must be taught, and where two languages are ready neither 
‘of chem can be as well done as i only one was taught, ‘The 
Schools are not ss far advanced as they might have been but for 
this drawback, Thee are aix achooly in the township, all of 
hich ae fre, and supported at an expense of 82,314 pet smu. 
‘The number of chidreh of school age i 6553 ofthese, S91 have 
been at school for a longer or shorter peri.” The average 
attendance indicated “1a bad state of things, being only 209, and 
With the Shakespeare school of t would leave forthe Fst ofthe 
towaship an average of 124. 1/d0.n0t wonder that teachers com 
Pino of feregularity in attendance,” Progress made in education 
Since this report was writen has been votysnrked, and is rat 
fying 10 those who have in charge the training of the young 
rind undoe thee care. It i notienbl, als, that schoo! pro 
pert in one section is of greater value to-day thaa the whole Was 
Worth atthe period wher thi report was presented 

a 1854, about the fist extimate on recond wes submitted to 
‘he coun amounting to 83,083. OF thi sum $1,470 was for 
county rate; schools, 8278: balance for local purposes, Assets 
for this year are set forth as being $006, leaving a balance of 
8217810 be levied and collected fom the ratepayers. During the 
Petiod from 1854 to 1901 an increase occured, but which is 
nly coreative with material development in, South Easthope 

















Daring got a total sum of $8,944 was collected, of which 83,298: 
tens for schools, other sates abroring the balance 

‘Desinage faites inthis fownship ace such ae to preclude any 
large expenditure for removing surplis moisture. Schemes for 
publi drainage have sot been burdensome, about 81,000 having 
Freen expended on what is known asthe Contral Drain. Oa the 


Concession line traveler sees everywhere indications of thi 





and comfort in fine farms, good baros, and. substantial residences 
tf modern construction, with all the quirements demanded by 
1 people of afluence and refinement 

‘On December a6th, 1872, were iasued by the South Easthope 
Mutuat Fire Insurance Company policies ‘covering agricultral 
buildings. This fsa farmer’ organieation om a ps 
plan, securing protection fr thr own people t low rates. This 








{hattation has, through economical management, been successfel 
‘and convenient to those who patronize it 

‘South Easthope haa now a totl assessment of $1,149,300, and 
& population of #585, 

Tn 1844, this toWtoship contained Bao inhabitants, inh 
portion of Stratford, and had 3,059 aeres under cultivation. In 
{8st te population had increased to 1,450, an 5,136 acres were 
Lindo eataton. In 1849, the produce was 25,000 bush wheat, 
‘op bush, oats, 4,000 bush, peas, 13,000 sh, potatoes, 73000 
brush, turnips, 2,000 bush basey, 11,000 Ths. maple gar, 3,000 
Thr wooly, j000 tbe butter, 1a 1852 the population reached 
22s, Statfody meantime, having withdrawn, 

‘Oiicers elected and appointed from #850 t0 1902, ad their 
peviods of sersise. This township never had a depatyreeve:— 

TReews—r850, Andrew Helmer; 1852, Sebastian Feyfogle; 
1852, Mosander Mitshell; 1853, Sebastian Fryfogle; 1834, A. 
Helmer; 18554, S. Fryfogley 1839-60, Joho Stinson; 1860-3 
John’ Fitzgerald ; 1854-75, Leonard Wilker; 1876-96, John 
Schaefer; 1897-1902, Philip Herld 

(Cloris —i8go-i, Alexander Mitchell; 1852-3, Major Browns 
8545, William "Cossey; 1856-60, Jobn C. Wilker; 861-4 
Lewis Fredricks; 186546, Joba Stinson; 1867-78, Edmond Sheri 























870585, D. A. MeTavishs 1884-9, Robert Reid; 1890-2, Valentine 
Stok 
Treasurers 1850-84, Andrew Riel; 1885-90, Samuel Zu 
bigs #89%-4, Edward Wetter; 1895-1902, Samuel Zabrigg 
Atseztrs. 1830, Robert Johnston, Jahn Stinson, Wiliam Me 
Laggan; 1851, Sebastian Frfogl, ty, William Watson} 1852-3, 
Sebastian Fryogle, sr: e854, Henry B, Neils 18357, John 
Helmer: 1858, John Wilker; 1855-60, Charles Baeckier? 1853, 
Jacob Reinhardt; 1864, George Brown; 1865, Jacob. Reinhardt 
54 Christian Districh; 1874-5, Edmond Corbett; 1876, 
Joh Manticb; 1877-84, Samuel Zabrigg; +88, C. P. Schaefer} 
1880-9, Philip Herold 18uero0 John Plesch 
50, George Kalbiciseh: 1853-4, John Stinson 
1855, Joba Helmer! 1856, Sobustion Feyfogley 857-00, George 
Brow; 1863-4, Jacob Reinhardt; 186s, Christian Ditch; 186, 
Edmond Sitzr’ 1897-8, Archibald McEwen; 1885-88, Christian 
Dietrich; 1885-94, Federcke Trachsel 1895+, JJ Wettlaufer; 
1897-1902; August Schnee 
Couscitors 1850, Philander Sebring, Jas, Woods, Peter 
Woods, William Cossey 185, Nicholas Schigal, Lorents Arnold, 
Andsew Wiker, Joho Willer; 1852, Andrew Helmer, Thomas 
Toners, U. C. Lee, Leonard Wher; 1853, Nicholas Sehligal, 
Laonard Witker, John Heinbuch, Andrew Helmer 1854, Leonard 
Wilker, John Stinson, Thomas Towers, Sebastin Fryfogle, a. 
1855, S. Fryfogle, xc, Thomas Towers, John Heinbuch, Alex 
MeTavish: 1856, Daniel Wallace, Thomas Towers, Duncan Scott, 
A. MeTavish; 1857, Nicholas Roth, John Stiswon, Henry Rate, 
D.C. Wallace; 1838, John Fitagerald, Joba Stiasoo, Leopard 
Witker J. Schaefer: 1835, John Fitsgerald, L. Wilkery Nicholas 
Roth, J. Schaefer: 1860, Jostux Schacter, Beaedct Roth, John 
Fiuyerad, Leonard Wilker; 181-2, John Stinson, B. Rethy 
Witker, J. S. Schaefer; 18853, Leonard Wilker, J. Schacter, 
John Blac, John Stinson; 1864, John Schaefer, John Blas, Joho 
Stinson, Valentine Weiss; 1865, Valentine Wess, John Sith 
Jobo Blac, John Trachsel; 1866, V. Weiss, John’ Blair, John 
Tracheol, Douglas MeTasishy 1867-8, E. Corbett, Vs Weiss, 
































































Douglas MeTayish, Joba Trachsel; 1869-71, John Trachsel & 
Corbet, Wiliam Mcrslock, V. Weiss; 1872, john Trachell, E. 
Corbet, John. Schasler, Joba Klsiny #873, John Trachsel, john 
Schaefer, E. Corbett, Jobo Klemand; 184s, Joba Teachull 
John Schacies, Daniel Smith, John Klin; 1876, Daniel Smith 
John Mills, Joho Trachsell, Nexander Caplin: 877, Jota 
racsel, A. Caping, John Miler, V- Weiss; 188, J. Trachsel, 
A. Capling, V. Weis, Henry Kalbcisehy #79, Henry Schacter 
Conrad Eichenausr, V. Weiss John Trachsll; 1880-2, J. Miler, 
Alex. Caping, V. Weiss, Conrad Eichenauert 1883, H. Schaefer, 
Joho Miler, John Tracbsol, C. Eichenauer; 1884, H. Schecter, 
John Trachssl, Daniel Smith, Henry Peters 1885-5, Daniel 
Snith, John Trachsel, Heney Poter, Danial Yousie; 1887, Daniel 
Smith; John Trachsel, Daniel Yousie, Honey Schaefer 1888, J 
Miller, Danil Vousie, Henry Schaefer, John Trachsoll; 1889, 
Heory Schacter, Danial Vousie, Heary Peter, H. Raush; 1859, 
H. Schaefer, Henry Petes, Frod Ochm, Lorente Arnold; 181-3, 
Homy Peter, Henry Schaefer, Lorente Arnold, Daniel Yous: 
194, Daniel Youse, Honry Schacer, Henry Peter, Feed Hassser; 
‘ge, Heney Schaefer, Henry Peter, Daniet Youse, Joho Doig 
‘igo, Henry Peter, John Doig, Daniel Vousie, Lovet Armold 
ty, Heny Peter J. Doig, Lorentz Arnold, William Anderson} 
1898, Jacob Wilker, William Anderson, Lorents Arnold, Join 
Doig 4899-2900, Henry Peter, Jacob Wilker, Laentz Arnold 
William Anderson; got, Henry Vogt, Lorents Arnold, Joka 
Hassle, Jacob Wilker} 1902, Lorente Arnold, Henry Vogt, P. 
McTavish, John W. Hart 

Auaitors-—s0, Willan Hines, John Lynch; #851, Donald 
Hay, Peter Woods; 1852, George Worsley, John Lynch 8 
Henry Highbrook, Donald Hays 1853-5, Joba Stoson, Mathew 
Gibson; 1836, Donald Hay, J. Stinson 1857-8, Mathew Gibson 
William Watson} 1839, Mathow Gibson, Jacob Wagoers 1850-1 
Jacob Wagner, George Worsley: 1862, Joba. Smith, George 
Worsley; 1853, Willam Watson, George Worsley; 1854, Eat 



































tmund Sizer; 1865, James Donalison, Hoary Rate; 1866, James 
Donaldson, J. D. Smith; 1867, Charles Pollner J. W. Denald- 





sour nastiore on 


som; 1868, Ales. Anderson, Mathew Hyde; 1869-7, Jahn Miller 
Ales. Scoit; 1871, Joba Miller, Thomas Massey; i872-3, John 
Miler, Ales. Caplings 1874, John Miller, J. W. Donaldson, 1873, 
4 W. Donaldson, Joh Harleib; 1876, James Donaldson, Samuel 
Zabrigg; 1877-86, James Donaldson, ‘Thomas Odbert; 1881-5, 
Dasiel Smith, Jas. Donaldson; 884-5, Jas. Donaldson, H. Th 
Schacter; 1885, Jas. Donaldson, D. A. McTavish; 1887, Jos 
Donaldson, Adan Schaefer; 18, Valeotine Stock, A. Schafer 
‘gp-a, Adam Schasfe, Chas, Zoellner; 1893, Adam Schacter, 
James Donaldson; 184, Philip Herold, Adam Schaefer: 1895, 
Jmes Smith; 1896, Fred. Ochm; 1857-8, Alex. Fraser, Edward 
Bauer; #899-1G00, John W. Harts, Edwand Hauer: 1901, E 
Bauer, Alex, Fraser} 1902, Allan Steckle, Frederick Ochi 











CHAPTER XVI 


Bice towaship was named in honor of Edward Ellice, a 
Aivector ofthe Canada Co. The original plan of survey was that 
‘Mlopted io all chose municipalities fronting onthe Huron road, by 
‘pening up only one concession atone ime for several years. In 
Bap the fst concession was surveyed ad opened for settlement 
Daring 1832 farther portion was mapped out, and again ia 1835 
afew more consensons were nddod, ti 1839, when it was com 
pleted by John McDonald, PLS. Blanshard being also surveyed 
[183o, opened the whole Huron Tract 

Elie had within hor inte afew of tho ealist setters ia this 
county, although for a number of years her progress war 
Extremely. slow: Mr Andrew Sesbuch, a Bavarian, settled 
fn ot ats concession 1, in 1850 ‘This date will be found at 
Saviance with that made in another work published in Perth 
County several years go, Its there asserted that Me. Seebach 
uirived ig. Elice uring 1828 This work also says. that 
he came in subsequent t0 Me. Pryfogi, in South Easthope. This 
same authority nserts that Me. Frpfogle came ia 82g, Tf the 
Tattor gentleman came in 189, Me- Seebach certainly could not 
have stayed at his hoose on hi way to Ellce io 1828, The 
Huron road was not even blazed ia 188, no il ate summer in 
1829, and neither Mr, Sesbach nor any other person could have 








Tot, as none wore yet surveyed. As Me, 





Fyfe was fst settler tis county, a0 Me. Seebach was est 
seer in Ellice A premium of £30 was granted him by the 
Canada Co, inorder that he sight open a place of entertainment 











to accommodate those travellers passing into the Huron Tract in 
quest of a home. He, therelar, erected what was afterwards 
Known as Secbach's hotel, on what ix considered the highest lee 
vation in Perth County, called Seebach’s Hill Is lao sai this 
‘ld pioneer was nine days in making a journey from Waterloo to 
his adopted place ia the woods, a statement which any one 
saequainted with twee in a primeval Canadian forest will have no 
reason to doub 

Amongst thove early settles wh Gllowed Mr; Seebach were 
Me, George Kastner, Me. Stoskopt, Mr. John Rohfctsch and Me 
Alexander Gourly, all of whom locted along the Huron road 
Me. George Brasner was frst 1 penetrate further north, seting 
fon lot 24, con. 3, in 18532. Excepting limited section between 
tuhat is now Sebringvilla and Steatford, very few plonce's tered 
this township until a period subsequant to 180. In the muni 
records of 1843 a copy of the assesment rll contains the ames 
ofall ratepayers fable to perform state labor, which means 
All mle iatiabitants over twenty-one then resident fa Ellice. "This 
sssesment also includes that portion of Stratford still a part of 
the towoship. It was divided into nine road divisions, wth a total 
of sasdays. On those road lists were the names J. C2 W. Daly 
J. A. McCarthy, Joh Sharman, Wen. Pinder, Richard O'Donnel 
Win. C. Bryan, Ales, Seats, Daniel McPherson, Joo. Kastner, P 
Kastner, Goo.” Switer, Geo, Carragan, Alex Gourlay. Ja 
Framcom, Joha Clyne, Anthoay Goettler, Thos, Pearson, Wan 
Corragan, js Jacob, M. Stoskopt, J. Webber, J. Brunner, Win 
Stutor, Mr, Seebach Me. Bartle, Me, Rohfritach, A. Seebach, ME 
Jacobs, Fs ASh, J. Ril, Geo.” Gortines, John Hicks, John 
Dowrsman, D. Bruneer, C. Plimmer, G. Brunner, V. Piinmer, 
Patrick Cashen, -D. Phalen, Me. Rowlands, Win. Scott, Toe 
Cossey, John Quinlan, R. Mil, Chas. OBrien, Wen, Whitman, 
fod Thos, Rede. Mr J. CW. Daly and, M, Stoskopf hed 


the largest amount of statute labor, being ten day each 

Tn this township the trend af sstlement was rom the Huron 
oad northward, and excepting. s portion around Kinkoray and 
section near Stratford composed of North of Ireland people, all are 

















German, It contains a trye tract of splendid and, sealy all 
under a high sate of cultivation, excepting x portion on is as 
tr boundary, known asthe Elice swamp. Itssurface throughout 
level slighty undulating, but in no socton hilly, as io Noeth 
Easthope, Along its otra part i the height of land between 
Lakes Huron, Ene and St. Clit. From this township streams 
flow south, west, and northeast, all aving their source io that 
{great march which at one period existed onthe eastern side, Vast 
improvements have of late years been caried out by municipal 
authority, in drainage, racaiming large areas of foe land nov 
most productive, Although it isthe soufce of many streams, it 
‘annot be sid to ave much rani water, but this necessity can 
ber found in abundance a short distance beneath the surface 

face obtains road building material ix ually 
ot plentiful, In this township deposits of gravel are not found 
trith such frequency as in those adjoining” ‘This deficiency of 
Tnatera! has been overvome f0 great extent, and roads in Elie 
sre quite upto the standard of those in more favored sections 
‘Constructing bridges is not one ofthe demands on her municipal 
txcheguer Which in some municipalities forms «great portion of 
the annual expenditure, ‘This cicumstance has eoabled her public 
ten to take greater disbursements in road building, without 
tlemandiog heavier contibutions frm the people. Transportation, 
Since railway inception, has been convenient and ary of accene 
Ecelleat facilities for shipping farm prodace are’ sforded at 
Stratford, Sebringville, Brunner, and Mitchel, on the B. & LH. 
tnd Stratford and Wiarton railroads, These important advan 
tages have nided very much in developing the material resources 
of tis tows, 

Artem of mixed farming hes been adopted with success. On 
small farms of 100 acres specialism is not a desirable method 
being so closely allied to sperulative Meas, i ought always to be 
svoided. No farmer should be @ speculator either in bis own 
business of outside of i The ageculturist hore, as elsewhere 
hs been gute succesful by ordinary methods, These be has 
‘modified from time time ina tanner commensurate with ever 

















rs ee 





hanging conditions, which have boon forse on him by extraneous 
‘rcumstances. That it has heen productive of good results i 
vient to any one. In Ellice are fund excellent farm buildings, 
iences, with other improvements, all indications of proapenty. 
Characteristic ofthe Germania Elce i theif, simplicity of every 
ay life, and uniform kindness to a stranger who comes within 
their gates, 

That they are of strong religious convictions is apparet from 
the mumber of costly chuteh edifces, whose appropriate style of 

mitectare, slaborate in design in many instances, are found 
throughout settloments of this nationality. Ia sections entirely 
compored of Germans, farm buildings are often found more pre- 
tentious than such accommodations amongst English speaking 
people. A numberof pata! dwellings, erected on farms in thes 
hoethern municipalities hy Germans inca lavish expenditure 
of money, which one would think inconsistent with profit to an 
average farmer of with that caution and economical rule of con 
Act atributed to their German owners. He tae wait my, a man's 
work is always a reflex of his mind, and his continuo operations 
Simply display his iner springs of thought developed ito ction, 
fn’ crystallzad in a construction of material things From 2 
financial standpoint great houses om the farm may not be profit 
able, but there can be no doubt a to the eleeating influence of 
Such fine structures oo the farmer his family, and those associated 
‘ith him in his calling. We are largsly creatures of environment, 
und is farmer erectss beatiful dwelling place, indicating refine. 


Fits nests will partly become of the sme character. 


Ellice contains fow villages, nd nove having any soniderabe 
population.  Sebringville, on the Huron Road, partly in Downie 
nt partly in Elie, las priority of settlement as well a oumbers. 
A sketch ofthis place wil be found i the local history of Downie, 
to which the seader i reerred 

Rostock, the capital, i a place of some importance, with a 
population of 130, and coataine a number of private residences, 
with ll tho small industries peculiar to county village, ‘This 
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ce Contre, and is 
Tocated on the toth and ith concession road atts intersecton by 
the contre road. te rt building was a blacksmith’ shop, Kept 
bby Mi Henry Maurer, erected in #852; aod duving that year log 
SUhoothouse was consirucied. AL this period, also, a ail was 
built by Me, Elden Ssbring, wish constited Rostock il 875. 
During this year My Justus Krenter erected the frst store, ad in 
1873 aotel was opened. Those ol pionesrs in this neighbour. 
hood who were frst 10 enter the wilderness were” Christian 
Schenck in 185), Frederik Buck, Elden Sebeing, Charles Freier, 
Ernest Denstedt, Frederick Fisher, and Frederick Gall.” At 

there are to general stores ope Rotel, two blacksmiths 








presen 
Shops a wagon shop, two telephone 
fesidences. “These ie also s very Bae public school building, 








ces, and several private 


most creditable to so small place 





Wartburg, situate two and whalf miles south of Rostock, was 
founded in tg7 By Me, Richard Coalton, who built the frst bull 
ing Mr- Coulton was schoolteacher, dan erly eter About 
two years subsequent Me. Henry Miler opened the Best store @ 
blackomith’s shop being opened previously. Tis hamlet, which 
teas originally named "Totnes and the seat of government for 
Teveral years has not made great progress. At present there ib 

J 4 neat Exangelical Lutheran Chute, 





and number of pevate residences. This place, ike Rostock, 
is surrounded by a wealthy agricultural community 

Gaishil situated on the boundary line beteen North Easthope 
and Ello, i largely in tho latter miniipality. This hamlet was 
founded by Hemy Rat, who built a sawmill subsequent to the 
‘pening of the gravel road ino Mornington, This highway was 





Constructed through dense swamp is entire lng, a di 
‘ 3 





ie often miles, ‘To a traveller passing over the road to 


thi statement wil seem inedible. Improvement during twenty 
Fe years hasso transformed this district tht oe ean with dial 
realize that such progress could have been possible i x0 short 
fered of time. Being stusted on a leading highway, within 
Ensyeistance of Stratford, this fs 4 lively village. At present it 





contains saw mil, grist mil ote, Mlasksmith's shop, general 

Store, and still retainer measure of commercial importance, 
‘inkora, wo and half miles west fom Wartburg has store, 

post office, and a very ne Catholic church, This place 


Surrounded by an excalleot agricultural county, fondo 
fvidences of wealth amongst the farming community 
Topping, and. Brasner, a station on the. Stratiord & Huron 
Railway, are poiots of not great importance so far. Both are 
rs of a section of good land, and. wil doubtless in the tear 
Future contain many of those fdusries peculiar to rural dtc 
Ellice has several churches of elegant design, and consequcitly 
of substantia material. Amongat these mint be accorded pre 
‘edence to the Roman Cathoie st Kinkora. Ths congregation 
at okt one, being organized by that great apostle of Cathtiiam 
in Perth County, Rev. Father Schneier. Prior to this minson 
bing opened, no clergyman resided nearer than Stratford oF St 
Columban. Rev. Father Kenney, fom the former place, subea- 
quent 10 Father Schneider's removal, eld occasional servicer 
the shanty of some pioneer. Father Crianon, who afterwants 
became Wishop of Hamilton, flowed Father Kenney av Sex 
pastor. During his administration a frame church way erected, 
in which services were held wil 1882, Thirty years ago the now 
venerable Father O'Neil was inducted into this congregation 
and during bis long and suecessfl ministratons much good has 
been accomplished. At thi period many Catholic peopte in this 
section had become wealthy, and they decided that 4 new edifce 
should be erected, more io keeping’ with their advanced sox 
sondion. In 1883, therefor, seas erected the finest rural church 
sce in Perth County, at a cost of 830,000. Ite front elevation 
Contsns a fine oriel window of transparent glass. On the north 
side rises the tower, surmouoted by a spire, harmonizing. te 
‘exterior. The interior is elaborate in detail, and Betula! in 
design. There is = large vestibule, whose roo! or calling ie 
Supported by a group of lancet-shaped arches resting on fated 
columns, among which faoty falls subdued light from trae 
Sent windows, Passing into the auitorivm, « row of columns 
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‘extend on the north and south sides through the bulging. Prom 
thse columns arches spring right and et, supporting deeply 
ixrincd root A pipe organ forms a boautifel Background £0 the 
rested with this congregation 10s families. Amongst the old 
pioneer who were largely instrumental in. promoting this work 
there Jol, Peter, and. Joseph Stork; Patrick Colin, Lawrence 
Crowley, Peter Connelly, Patrick Flynn, John, Patrick, and 
Robert Kelly; Robert and Jos. Bove; Win Gaunt and Cornelius 

Kenocds. Father O'Neil is stil in charge of the congregation, 
ast of Kinkora two and half miles, ia Wartburg is the 
second Evangelial Lutheran Church of St. John (Missouri 
Secbach’s Hil,” Rev. Mee Hengrer, its fest minister, on apei- 
to the Canada Coy, was presented with 4 site fora chch 





which was set apart in 1856 fom that established at 











“The Foonder of this nssin, a= well x several others in E 
De, Anthony Schafanesk, who was rally the apostle of Ean 
iglical Lutheran Cheisianity i this district, The present church 
Trulding was erected in 1885, ata cost of $2,000, Ts member. 
ship has ineeasod api rom a Few families in 1838, until, under 
Ret. Mr. Oldeaburg's minstratons, they now number 250 sous 
A'Sabiath school, superintended by Mr. Bruckman, haz an aver- 
fig attendance of 0 pupil. Me. Oldenburg alo conducts 
{Ouny people's class every Saturday. 

Tn Rostock, two and a half miles north of Wartburg, is the 
Evangelical Association of Zion’s Church. This congregation was 








‘organized in 1865 by Rev. Me, Spies, and church erected. The 
Promoters of thin movement were Messr. Helle, Ballantyne 
Koechisl Sebring and Passmore. In 1902, before this work can 
be published, anew brick structure will be completed at a cost of 
Sseoo-, This congregation now numbers about 125 sous, and Is 
lander the pastorate of Rev. Mr- Grenzebuch, A Sabbath school, 
tvth an average attendance of 85 pupils, is conducted by Me 
Wiliam Schenck, superintendent. 

Northwest of Restock two and lf miles, o@ Lat 25, Com. 125 
is St Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Canada Synod. This 
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congregation was onanized in 1868 by Dr, Schaffeaneck, and em 
raced about 1 families Service was held in a schoo! hone 
snd in settlers’ shanties tit 1868, when a church was erected 
bers, In 1854, the pioneer Building tas found inadequate as 
somodate an ever increasing number of worshipers, and new 
brick edifce was constructed. "This is an imposing, building 
costing over $8,000. In the tower, which is rurmounted by 
tracsfl spire are to bells. One ofthese is great and deep-toncd, 
Tie other smaller. T'may be permitted to sate here that these 
tells are ulna to perpetuate a very beautiful old custom brought 
ffom Germany, snd this transplanted in Canadian woodre Here 











now it remains to remind old ploncers of events that transpired 
‘mayhap in years long gone by. It may be that ona guict Sabbath 
rornig, when rural eis hushed, thatthe dep solemn tones a 
the geeat bell are heard, tke a knell over woodland, vale aad 
sreim, falling on the most remote home of those. who. wore 
ship at St. Pat's. plaintive noes, tlle at interval fe pro 
lain that death has estered the home of some age! one, who oo 
Sabbath days had koolt atthe same alter in years gone by, end 
removed hence a foved oge who will return no more. When the 
second or smaller one i tole, it indicates that some youthfl one 
tha Been returned and a soul 0 lately given hasbeen again estore 
At the hour of service on Sabbath, or on occsions, oF 
‘ejicing over happy events, both bells ring out merry. The 
‘eat custom fs worthy all honor in its observance, aad tight 
well be imitated by all congregations of professing Chestiens 

















Under Rev. Mr. Planck, present sinister great progress is beng 
‘mae, having an attendance of about so0 souls, A Sabbath 
schol, with an average attendance of 160 pupils, and. a young 
ropes class of 75 scholar, is also conducted by the minister 

An old congregation inthis county is that of the Evangelical 
Associaton at Sebringville. ‘The mission was established in 1840, 
by Res, Mr. Harlacher, who held meetings amongst a few Gere 
‘aa families who Tocated in this neighborhood, "Those few mem 
bees who founded this congregation were Jacob and. George 






















Schweitse, €. Zimmerman, George Kaereher, John and. Andrew 
Goote and David Sebring. Subsequent to is establishment, « 
Sabbath school was opened which has the honour of being the 
frst Sabbath school in Perth County. With an influx of setlers 
Remembers increased in aumber, when a log, Building was eect 
Mtinatye, Previous to constructing this ehurch, services were 
held inthe shanty of some pioneer. ln 1855, a new frame Dull 
ing was erected, the former stractre boing insufkient t a6com 








Imodate the people. Its frst stationed minister was Rev. Mr 
Tastian, under whose charge ude. Subse 
tqoently fine brik efice was bul, at a cost of $5,500, where 
“Ervices are now held by Rev. C. 5, Finkbeiner, its membership 
Seng 76. This ld Sabbath school hae made equal progress 





at progress Wa 








with the congregation, having am attendance of 225 py 
Mr. Jacob Lit a suporntendeat 

‘Newly po years ago the Mother Germaa Church of this section 
swan organized at Seeback’s Hil. Aaumber of. families from 
Rsace had setied along the Hron road, and in 183 the frst 
Bangelcal Lutheran St. Joba's Church was founded in Eiice 
Geth'a membership of about fifteen families. This was one ofthe 
Test four congregations in this county, the chuteh at Sebastopol 
Se Andrews: Stratford and St, Joseph's Catholic Church, Strat 
ford, being the other three, Services were held every Sunday. 








In tag6: FAs Hors was placed in charge, remaining four years 
During this pastorate a church was but of logs 22 8. by 18 fy 
on a sis of and donated by Mr, Andrew Seeback. Mr. Horn 
reached also at Kastnervil. In January, 184, this gentem 
Mic sucseedod by Rev. August Katerborn. During this pastorate, 
Which continued until 1832, & new church was built somewhat 
unger than the old og one, bsing 40 By 30 fet. In 1855 Rev. 
AW. Terk was placed i charge, who Worked acceptably oF 
Zevural years, when he boy to teach Swedenborgianism, and 
tras sompetied to resign. Rey. Mz. Hengrer, a fulthfl and good 
ing il 1872, when he was 
‘Missous! Synod.” During 





Succeeded by Rev. Mr. H, Suecop, 








Bey a new consttullon or * Kichoo-Ondnung” was accepted 




















This document issned by Rev, Wm. Hengerer and 133 others, 
rneary all having families, A great number of those whose names 
are appended to this paper became members of those missions at 
Werthung, Rostock, Mitchel, Logaa, end Stratford, where there 
ace now elegant churches, During 1861 the "* Canada. Synod: 
ined that body. In 1802 the prosent edifice was erected at 
{ost of $2,500. ts situation is beautifl, erowning as ft does the 
Highest point of land inthis county. ‘The building itet fs 6 by 
(DONG WAN siopire ata ie ck ett cha: beseen foe a 
long distance away. ‘This congregation, now under the minstr 
tendance of so souls. In the Sabbath school ae 9 children 





tesiatants i his work. There is also a bible class conducted by 





Pat 
terson, Anglican minister at Stratford, i 1875. Is principal pro- 
rmoters were Mests. Pearson, Coulton, Hamilton, Moore, sad 
Res 

songeegation there was a membership of 30, which, in 1992 had 
Sncrensed to 70. 1887 a comfortable building wns erected at a 
‘ast of Big, tere Rev. D. Dencon, now pastor hel service 
‘There is 4 good Sabbath school in connection with the church 
noes Brg Maron a peritesc,hagar rer 

between 30 and 4o ppl. 


Trinity Church, at Sabvingyile, was organized by Rev 





mi Woo pened a tamed Ure (AE hy orgutinnton ws a 












“The local municipal history of lice tgine in 82, There is 
to record of any meeting beng held this year, bul one, no doubt, 
td been held, ax an extract from a Teter sent by the district 


ler indicates. This circular, dated May” 18, 1842, at Goderich 
Sys, have the honour to!communicate to you the following 
Tesolation, and request your immediate attention to the same 
‘That the councillors for their respective divisions lect where 
‘and how the statute labor of said vison shall be performed to 
the best advantage 

‘That no pathoaster shall be 

























money for statute labor coming ito his hands, and lay the same 
‘out at bis discretion but all moneys recived by thet all be paid 
to the township cer andexpended bythe councillor on estimates 

From this Iter, therefore te evident that local goverament 
had eon introduce, At 8 mesting of ratepayers eld in John 
Sharman's hotel, Stratford, on January 2y 1843) “the ting 
tlesk laid before them a siatemcat of accounts for 184s, show 
jag that io’ bad rocco a towey uray, the yeas, ts of 
cours, had not spent any.” This very satnfactory omouncement 





having boen made of ther fnancal condition, they proceeded to 
ect ofcers, Me, Daniel McPherson yas chosen lerk; Peter 
Kastner, assessor, Henry Studer, collectors Joho McCarthy and 
Andeew Seebach, poundkeepers. Alex Goutay, Peter Kastoer, 
Joho Sharman, Ar McCarthy and Thos, Redd, were lected 
School commissioners; Alexander Scott, Won, Pinder, and Anthony 
Goutler, town wardens, Me Sabring, whose name ppsnts a= 4 
Aietict Councilor in 182, held that postin again in 1843. Nine 
pathmasters were alo’ elsted, By-laws regarding fences and 








Sate ruaing at large were Adopted, when the mesting 

Tn 844 the annual meeting was Held at Andrew Secbach's 
bonse, by vies of w warrant from the magistrate, when the 
following oficers were elected: Andcew Seshach, district council 
lor; Danisl McPherson, clerk; Henry Studer, assessor; Joho 
Kastner, collector; Geo. Brunner, Wn. Pinder, and jaceb 
Weter, town wardens. Alex Gourlay,chairmas, 

Tn 184g a mecting of ratepayers was held atthe tavern of John 
Sharman, when Daniel McPherson was slested councillor and 
town clerk; Thomas Reddy, assessor; Stewart Campbell ea 
lector; Jacob Weber, John’ Sharman, Patrick Cashin, towa 

“The existing bylaws ware allowed to stand as formerly, except 
pigs, which are oot allowed as free commoners fom the 15t of 
Jaly tothe 1st of Octobe 

Th 1846 the town meeting was eld inthe taver of John Hicks, 
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Stratford, ‘The town clerk presented his accounts, hick were 
Seamined and found correct, The following oicers ware lected 
Stewart Campball, clr Patrick: Cashin, aasentor} Alexander 
Gourley, callsctor; Michael Crowley, Jacob Weber, John Shar- 
than, Thomas Reddy, and George Martin, wardens 
Stewart Campbell was again elected clerk; Patick Crowle, 
auresor? Alexander Gourlay, collector ; Philip MeClosky, Joka 
Stacman, Wiliam Pinder, George Barthel, Michael Crowley, and 
bert Henry, wardens. AL this mesting two important ress 
flows were card as ilustrating the effect ofa few years of partial 
sell government by the people, in thir demanding from the 
the people, considered tobe in their intrest.” "Mr. MePherson, 
ts atct councillor, ws instrcted tay before the counel the 
fei af the people, thatthe fown meting should always be held 
tt Secbash’s, and not asthe whim ofthe magistrates may. dec. 
‘The council at Goderich was also asked to. publish a Brancial 
Hatement of thet affses "and that forthwith” "These reso 
tions wote transmitted to the Clerk of the Peace wih other 
nites of this mestng 

Te 1848, at the town mesting, Me, Stewart Campbell was 
sain clecid clerk; Patrick Crowley, assessor; Michasl Crowley 
Collector; John Dempsey, William Moors, Jobo Hays, wacdeas, 

In 189p Stewart Campbell was elected clerk; Patrice Crowley, 
sssesor} Michael Crowiey, collector; John Sharman, Jobo Parker, 
Sod James Hamilton, wardsos. This meeting was held at the 
tuvein of Thos: Douglas, Steatford, Daring the summer of thie 
ral Mr, McPherson, who ad been district runcilr since. be 


Ferigusd his positon as clerk, died, and Jobs Sharman, at a 


Heting held’ en the a5th day of ‘Septeraber, was chosen aa 
‘Souacllor forthe balance of the tem. 

The fest meeting of ratepayers io Blice, under our preseat 
‘movil system, was held at Mrs. Douglas’ tavern (Farmers 
hoa), Stratford, in Janary, #830, Stowaet Camplll, clerk, in 
the chai. “AE this meeting Andrew Seebach, George Brunver, 





























John Sebring, Robert Hoary, and Alexander Gouslay were 
declared elected as the fest coun of Elie, Mr. John Sebring 
‘refusing to accept, Mr, Pater Reid, of Strattord, was chosen, 

A statement of accounts, sbmitted in #843, showed Mr, 
McPherson, clerk, to have reseed £9, 7 6d from Me. Hall 
the repae of roads and bridges, under the Act 7 of Willian TV." 
This was disbursed by John Setsing and. Thos: Reddy. In 185 
the clerk received from London distict 12, 12,04, "These sume 
trove expended on public innprovements, On March 9th, 1850, 
Council again met_and passed by-laws fixing rates tobe paid fOr 
hotel licenses. Mrs: Douglas, “Farmers? tnn,” Stratford, £7, 
ton: Jas: MeCauly, "Stratford Inn,” £7, 198 Exchange hotel, 

(Zi; and a beer shop, Stratford 45. In February a bylaw 
twas paved regulating ofcers”salarien, the clerk receiving’ £2; 
treasurer, £gi superintendent of schoss, ey andor, 
rllecter,§ pet cent on all moneys calected, Mr. John Coulton 
tres appointed assowsor for Morsington, thea annexed to Elise 
Tor municipal porposes. By-nws were also. passed copula 
‘pounds and) poundkeepers with fees and charyes made in the 

Mer Stewart Campbell, then clerk, has entered in his rosord 
two important documents which enable ws to comprehend the 
tvateril wealth of Ellice in 1851, rom copies of assessment for 
that year eal property seated st $143,000 1 personal $15,000 






































sive 13,200, It is aot 
oFin 1851, Rate county, 36 of & penny per 3 
township rate, XC per & 5 nate seam, 6d pee ion debt 3 
per £ 1 gravel roads, per £3 County of Peth, 6 pet & 
The total amount on “this roll waa 6225, of 6890. Me 











tod were, for county, 36 & 














Peter Kastner was highest rated, contibsting 
Title over 824, while Mr, Augustus Kelle 
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nnicipal treasury bya cotsbution of four pence halfpenny, oF 9 
The total oumber of taxpayers was 244. During this year 
icp were also taken towards opening «road tothe township of 
Mornington, Av il be noticed is the local history of that 
Tunica, settlement was rapidly taking place abou this time, 
IA although only ten miles fom Stratford, it was as effectually 
Nac aby te Elie swamp ax Hf fe were ty miles away. This 
suioton cventully result in the construction of the northera 
TERA road from Statford £9. Morvingtoa, work of great 
Strange to both, and did much towards unification of feling 

4 inthe northern municipalities with those of the south 
Ellice was no eaception to other townships inthe early days, in 
tho aifcutes attending the arrangement and definition of 
“Choo! section boundaries, The mew council of 1850 had no 
{ken thee places than a flood of petitions were placed 
he boundaries of 


ire them, praying fr sweeping alterations i 
Minoo dattete At this meeting the whole atlory of the rate 
fuser was directed. pont blank at unofending eepresentatives, 
ho, ateraately swaped by their sense of honesty and personal 
Tptereat, were. io. asad quandary, which generally ended in 
putea decapitation, It was not formmany yeats that belligerent 
the various zctions became like some volanoes, inactive, and 
cepted present conditions, In this township there are now 
onan school sections ix of sehich are unions. ‘There is also 
Sgurate school, In each of those school districts excelent 
inldings have been founded forthe comfort and accommodation 
A pups, and highly creditable to the taste and Uberaty of 

the people 
Ati meeting in February, 1852, the counell considered by-law 
hei umber 10 four, don 











[Way fr the right to sell remaining a8 before. The Municipal Act 
Gr usgo had a marked inflcnse on the people of this township. 
No ssoner had. they assumed the responsibility of local self 
overeat than such at expansion in regard. to. public 
Enpsnements took place ae never would have arisen under that 
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suckiog boil system of Governor Head's favourite method, At 
this meeting a motion was carried ordering Me. Wr, Rath, 
PLLS,, to make a survey ofthe boundary line between Elie tnd 
North Easthope, preparatory to constructing @ gravel road to 
Mornington. ‘The’ reeve was slo instructed, after proper 
investigation, to subscribe £10 or £15 towards making a survey 
for a railroad from Guelph, theoagh Stratford, westward. A 
Statement of assessment ia. Mornington was submitted to the 
board, showing the total as being 877,000, oF less thtn tn one 
hundred aere farms and thse afock would be worth a this, prow 
fat day. "In 1835 the council instrated thei clerk to procare & 
township seal, “Device a Plough.” On Augwt. sede 1835, 4 
meeting’ of ratepayers was called {0 approve or disapprove by 
thie votes of a county By-law granting £30,000 to the, Bula, 
Brantford and Goderich Railway. For some cause or other lithe 
interest was maifested in this important measure, oly 12 voting 











for and 9 agains it. It may appear surpising. that nich apathy 
should be shows towards 4 step which was to affect thom t 
0 great aa extent asa railroad entering StratGrd. As a matter 
of fact, they were S0 overwhelmingly in favor of such a scheme 
that one supposed there could be opposition toa movement 
Which most largely increase the prise of every acre of land in 
Bilice 

Te March, 1855, by-law was pasted to borrow $1,200 fom 
fund set spare by the county to. procure eed for poor setters, 
Who had lost their crop the year previous. In this respect they 
were lke other municipalities, neatly all eequting aid. rom ths 
fand. Applicants in this township qumbered.y, and_received 
seed valued at 81,092. Daring 184 4 further sum was granted 
to poor settlers, amounting to S143. These las indicate some 
unfortunate results which may arie from pursuit of specialism 
in agscultre. Failure may oecur at any time, and when a 
farmer devotes hs ime to a special, fire in that department 
must be followed by disaster. "At that period in our agricultural 
Distory setlers were compelled to grow wheat. Many of out 
mportant products of today hhad then no commercial value. 








j 





Stern nscessity has no law, and i early settlers were all specialists 
in wheat growing, a siuggling pioneer had toadopt that method 
tehich Brought the quickest return. His circumstances, rather 
than bis inclination, were his masters forthe tine being, and, ike 
‘soulless taskemaster, scoured him without mercy. 

Tn March, 1876, Mr. James Corcoran, of Stratford, was present, 
and presented a daft of petition to the Hon, Commisionsr of 
Public Works of Ontario, asking that stops be taken towards 
raising that great swamp in Elise This movement rested in 
‘pening up what is oven as the "Corcoran drsin,” and led to an 
hus of debentures, 2 short time subeequenty, amounting to 
Sica fr eiage proses Than sinned sate 
provement 0 s lng set, 

Tice il his present time, has conteibuted over $60,000 0 
Arxinage works, and onthe rll of 1901 $5,000 was collected for 
this part of public expenditure alone, While many  dificulies 
have arisen in prosecuting these improvements, het public men 
have persevered steadily onward. No one cn say But that great 
sdvastages have ben gined, and of ast greater import than 
fny expenditure incured in ther prossration. In. Logan, Elma 
fini Ellice, immense sums have been expended in desinage 
Inpeoverment._H, therefore, these townships are now in many wah 
‘ial to those in the south, it has been accomplished inspite of 


great natural disadvantager and paid for witha pice.” When 


te compare the nancial condition of Ellice, Logan, Elma, andto 
some extent, Mornington, with those southern. municipalities, 
thie selimpored burdene are certainly very yrest, While the 
railway debt of Elice is not heavy, beVood that portion of her 
‘hlgaton in common with others in the county indebtednest, her 
fxpenditure in drainage has been large, Her lilies for these 
{bentures are now about $35,000 

We tlisve «time is now close at hand when what was known 
ss the gree marsh in Ellice wil be productive of mash wealth to 
is county, "By manufacturing its depots of peat int fos, as 
now being introduced, employment wil be furnished t0 a large 





umber of men, thereby creating a circulation of capital, There 
sre bevel oomonlwcrva of peat Bed, ralroed puising’ through 
thew cotrelengih. These are equal for fel to any such deposits 
fn Canada, An attempt was made afew years ago to manipulate 
is peat ax an article of commerce. Inadaptabity fa machinery 
tmployed rendered tia unsuccessfll Tt proved, however, that 
a quality of goods could be produced equal to coal for heating 
fpurpotes, and at couch lower cates If euansfactring can 
be accomplished, by am adgptation of more powerlal machinery, 
the importance of these deposits cannot be over timated 
At present arrangements are being carried out with improved 
sppliances which, if hoped, will in short time develop thie 
Population fn Ellice has, sin other mu 
bing now 2,785, Taxes on the roll of 1g9t wore $3,195. OF 
thie sum 85,300 was for schools, and neaey x similar amount for 
‘eeinage_ The bal assteeat ou rel property im the yodr was 
Si6sn242 
able for agriculture. This has been largely brought about by a 
Jasco exenive pale fn i ange, ter 
A apis of emulation fs noticeable in this township in those 
‘matters of farm buildings, churches, schools and coads throughout 
very ection. This is an encllet charectersti, and ao people 
fcan be great without it, Associated with discretion, its produce 
tive of much good, snd ies a the vey root of human progress 
Ta 1844 Ellice contained 508 inhabitants including & portion of 
Stratford, and had 14511 eer under ctvation, Ingo the 
Population had increased to 1,319 Raving 4.050. acres under 
ation, In 1849 1 prodused ¥5,000 bash. whest, 16,000 














spats, decreased, 











Tush ots, 12,000 Bush potatoes, 12000 bush turnips, 23,00 
foe, caple ate, end 3.000 on! boct, Population i 18be, 
2616, Stratford bing withdraw, 

“Township officers of Elice 

Rees 1850, Robt. Honeys 1854-3, Alex. Gowrlays 1854-5, R 
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Henrys 1836, Patrick Crowley; 1857-9, John Kastor; 1860, John 
Pearson 1851-4, John Kastner: 1863.6, Joba Pearson; 1857-9, 
John Kastner; spon, Jacob Brunner; 1873, Wiliam Baumbach 
"Spi Patch McDonald; 177-85, James Bonnoch; 8-9, 
trey Kuheys 18go-1, Philip Sibert; 1892-3, A. Kuey: +854 
1p, George Goetz; 1901-2, Albert Scheack 

Deputy Reeves—18%4 (fest deputy), Mortimer Wishon: +865, 
J Kastner: 1866, David Smith; 1867-9, Jacob Brunner; 870-1 
Josenh Miller; 18a, Wen, Baumbach; 1875, Patrick McDonald 
‘has J Miller 875-7, Won. Sufrings 1978, Timothy Maray 
‘sho, Henry Vogts 1885. Ac Kuhryi s88-8, P. Sibert; #889, 
J. Brunner; opty J. Pe O'Brien; 1892-3, Goo. Goetes Soy, 
Robt, Armstrong: 189648, Albert Schone 

Clerks 1850-08, Stewart Campbel; #869-08, Job Pearson 
Hgg-190, Justus Krester 

Prraturor.-—185008, Stewart Camptell; 1859/71, RL. Henry 

Andrew Gost; 1873.9, Edward Brown; 1880-1, Theobald 
SSa95, Wee Subring: 19969, Robert Browas, goo 

Thies J. Brown, 

lst ifs, Patrick Crowley, Richard Coulton, Job 
Coulton; 1851, P. Cowley, R, Coultons 1852, P. Crowley #855, 
John Pearson! #856, John Malloy: 1857, Eeokil Henrys 1838, 
Coulton; «859, Daniel MeLean; 1860. Coulton; 1851, John 
Stock; 1862; D. McLean; 1863, Andrew Goetz; 186}, Willan 
Hickey; 1865, Jacob Brunner; 1805, Patrice McDonald 1867-8, 
Win, Hickey 1869, Patrik Hogan: «870, War Subrings 1875, 
Patrick Kellys 1872, Win. Subring #875, Daniel Mahoney; 1874. 
P. Kelly 875, FL. Mennigs #870, Aadrew Goete 1877, Chae 
Stock; 1878-5, Geo. Barthel; 188, G. Goets; 1881, Henry Foley 
2883, Peter Kastner, jr-7 1853, Thos. Riley 2883, Bryan Me 
Donalds 1885-7, G- Goetz: 188890, Paschal Pigeon; #892, John 
Kelly; 1852, Hl MeDonald; 1893, George Barthel: 18p4, Jacob 
Bruner; s8as, P. Pigeon; 1896-7, J. Brunner; 1898-9, Jacob 
Ltt; 1900, Palvick McDonnell) 1got-a, James MeDoonel 
Collectors —1830, Jas. Hamilton; 1831, Joba Kastner; 1832-5, 
Joho Pearsons 1854, Jas. Hilly 1855, Peteck Wet 1856, Wan 
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Hickey; 857, J. Hil, 1838, David Smiths +850, Heney Kennedy 
1860, D. Smith; 1861, Tobias Murphy; #Bo2, Pateicke Hishon 
1863, James Fiagibbon: 186), Florence Malloy; 1863, William 
Sebring +866, J. Brunner; 1857-8, W. Sebring: +860, William 
Sahsings yor, Joremian Crowley; 1873, A. Goete: 1874, F. 
Malloy; 1875, J- rowley; 1876, John Malloy; 1877, Geo. Brick 
san; 1878, Jobn Robbs 1875.80, John Kelly: 18, Geo. Neg 
1882, Geo. Keerchers 88% John. Yungblut; 1884, Geo, Gaeta, 
“Jou Stock; 1888.52, Jom Vungblut, 893-4, John Kellys 

'G, Brickman 189698, Patrick McDonnell, 1899, Wm. J 
Henry 190-2, Louis Bruns 

fuditors 50, Richard Coulton, Duncan McGregor: #85, 
John Pearson, R. Coulton: 18, James Woods, Alwyn Sebring 
1853, J. Woods, T. A. Sebring: 1854, W. Hickey, D. Mahone 
185p, Samuel Rollin Hesson, Daniel MeLesn; 1858, D. MeLean, 
S. 8. Hess; 1859, SR, Hess, Michael Walsh; 1860-2, FL 
Mennig, Patrick Docherty; 1883, P. J. Horgaa, FL. Meonig 
1854, FL. Bennig, Peter Kelly; 1855, D. McLeao, F. L Meni 
1866-7, D. McLann, P. J. Horgan’ 2868, D. McLean, Patick 
Murphy; 186, Thos, Brown, F. L. Mennig; 1870, A. Goste, T. 
Brown; 1871-2, T. Hishon, P.J. Hongaas 1873, D. McLean, Wan 
Boller 1874, Win Holler, P, Hishon; 1875, D, MeLsan, Wm 
Boller 1876-7, D. Haragan, D. McLesny 1878, John Haragan, 
D. MeLeans 1875-8, F.L, Mens, D, McLean; 1881, Charles 
Dahms; D. McLean; 1882, FL. Menoig, D. McLean; 1885, 7 
Brown, F. L. Mennig; 18%, Justus Kreuter, T. Browns 1885 
7T. Brown, P. Pigeons 1888, Jacob Herr, T. Brown; #889, D. 
Haragam, D. MsLenny #899, J. Heer, T- Browns 1894-3, Jacob 
Litt, 7 Brown; 1893, Jas. Crawford, J. Lies 18345, Je Lit, 
Brown; 1896, J. Lit, Wr, Ruston: 2897.8, W. Ruston, W. H 
Coulton; 1895, W. Ruston, F. Siebert; 1900-1, W. Ruston, W. 
1H. Coulton; 1902, W. H. Coston, Joseph Quinn 

‘Councillors 1850, Andrew Sectach, G. Brunner, Alex. Gour- 
lay, Robt. Reidy #8si, Jacob Weber, D. Haragan, Peter Reid 
Robt, Henry; 1832, P. Reid, Joba Sebsing, Peter Kastoer, J 
Weber: 1853 P. Kastner, James Whalay, J. Sebring, P. Reid 












































1854, John Hays, Jor Miller, J. Weber, Samet Honeys 18 
John Stock, Henry Kennedy, je Hays, Michael O'Briny «895, 
J. Stock, Wm. Whales, Wm. Hearsnip, John Cavanagh 1857 
J. Pearson, J. Miler, P. Kastner, J. Cavanagh; 1858, Ps Kastner 
I. Pearson, J Miller, Peter Foley: 185, J- Pearson, P. Kastner, 
P. Foley, Andrew Seebuch; #860, P. Brown, J. Kastner, Mort 
‘mer Hishon, Jacob Brunner; 1851-2, J. Pearson, J. Cavanagh, M 
Hishon, J. Brunner; 1863, J- Pearson, Jou. Denia, David Smith, 
J. Cavanagh; 1864, J. Pearson, D. Smith, John Malloy, st. 1865, 
4. Deswis, D. Smith, John Quinlan; 1846, P. Stock, J. Miler, 
Quinlan; 1867, P. Stock, J. Cavanagh, Henry Studer: 1858, Hy 
Studer, P. Stock, J. Miler; 1859, David Sebring, P. Stock, Pat- 
rick MEDonald; 187, D. Sebring, P. McDonald, Wm, Baumbachy 
1871, P. McDonald, W. Baumbich, Ed. McCaffrey; 1872, P. Se, 
Donald, Timothy Murray, Thos, Browns 1873, Jas McPherson, 
Jotn Carty, 7. Brown; #874, Thos. Brown, T, Murray, Patrice 
Leonon: 1875, 7. Brown, August Baumbach, T. Murray; 1p 
W. MoCaffey, T. Murray, He Vogts 1877-8, Jeremiah Crowley 
Wins MCalirey, H. Vogts 1879-81, Chratian Werer, Andrew 
Kebry, Francis Ruston; 1882, C Werner, Philp Siebert, Ekiel 
Miller, 1885, RL Armsteong, Thos. Keele; 188s, 
DL. Kastner, T. Keefe, R. Armstrong: 1857, W. H. Coulton 
D. Ly Kastner, J. P. O'Brien; 1888, W. H. Coulton, J. P-OBricn, 
W. Soeder; 1885, W. H. Coulton, Geo, Goete W. Soeder; 1555, 
Goonge Goste, Henry Foley, W. H. Coulton; 189 W. tt 

Coulton, G. Goets, Justus Kreator; 1882-3, W. H. Coulton, H 

Foley, j. Kreuter 1894, J. Kreuter, H. Foley, Wen. Simeon 

189, Hi. Foley, John Vungblat, W. Simpson; 1895, Joho Kell, W. 

Simpson, C. Wemer; 1897, |. Kreuter, John Kelly, W, Simp 

son 1898, J. Kelly, H. Foley, D. Smith; 180-1900, ). Kelly, 
H. Foley, Alsere Sheack, D. Smith 190, He Fology Wn 7 

Henry, J. Kelly, D. Smith: 1903, Michael Crowiay, J. Kel 

W. J. Hors, George Brickman, 










































































CHAPTER XvIIL 
‘North Basthope is situated on the extreme eastern imi of Perth 
county. Although Srst settlement aid ot take place in this 
runsaliy,i has priority over all others in having at an early 
{hay a population whore faence and mumbers were such as 10 
five the same "Perth" to this new section of country. A very 
{hnge proportion of those piogers who came ito. North Easthope 
tere from Perthshire, Scotland With that distinctive love of 
Cows” peculiar to thsi natin, they determined to perpetuate 














Siar ae pombe memories stil dent them. Fond recellections 
i went back to Scotland with hills and lens, and from those 
Fesings Perth” oveved ts name. 

Te fag the fest concession of North Easthope was surveyed by 
Jin MeDonatd farther portion in 18323 the whole being come 
pleted fo 1835. Fes total sereage as stated ia the fied notes is 
‘Sages and as named in honour of Joh Easthope, of the Canada 
Gerpung. Situated near to those older settlements Tying east 
Scand, nod ite sol hing desirable for ngroultral porposes Ht had 

mderance in population. In 183i, when 








For several yeaes m peepo 
1 parliamentary election took pace, eis township had five voters 
‘cho walked to Goverich to vote for Me. Dunlop, the aati-Fasnl 
Compact candidate. These electors, who were aso est tee 
folders, were Rev. Daniel Allan, Joho Stewart, Alex. and John 
Coeran and John Whitney. It nist ot be forgaten tht the 
umber of ote i & monicipalty at that period was 90 fication 
[rite population. In thove dark days of nn oigarehy that drove 
Me. McKenve to rebelion in his stroggle for Canadian rights and 
Fitrty, those only could vote who had dood of their property. 
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“Those privileges arising from land tenure had been transplanted 
into Canada from Britain, and it required the Blood of several of 
hor patriot men, with lng years of bitter politcal warfare, to plac, 
them wp, root and branch. The Act of 142 was ike the bud on 
‘young sapling, to which Governor Head was pleased to refer, a 
he placed hs signature t9 tha important piece of lesaton, that 
an rig cling po.” Nie ys er ie the 
dove more far Canada than Head and those around bis tramp 
Hee gia horses in the narrow circle ofan ete feudallam could ever 
have accomplished. 

"The surface of this township is varied in aspect. Is sil is 




















everywhere good. On ts eastern sie the Ind is undulating rather 








Fise toa considerable Height, giving @ picturenque appearance t0 
that district. Westward the surface again becomes undulating, 
The predominating nationality in «large section of North East- 
ope is Scotch, who natraly introduced that met of agricul: 
ture prevaling inthe old land. 
Pioncur life detceined them to adopt the cultivation of wheat, 
ts ving = quick eeun fer ther Iubour. Ta ite adaptaility for 
the growth ofthis cert, North Rasthope could ot be excelled 
This waa a great advastage in those yearn, to which may be 
stuributed ite rapid progress rather than to particular qualities in 
settlement, their oods finding rendy market for several years 

















from those settlers moving north and west. ‘This was particle 
in the case of oxen and calle. For fm products of thi 
lescrption there was ao export demand st this time, nor for 

rents subsequent, Cereals had tobe hauled 10 Galt oF 
ale Ontario in many instances, with oxen, occupying over a week 





‘ich tp. Farmers inthis municipality were not slow in adapt 
ing themastves to those innovations that have frm time to time 
broken in on what was old established principles. That agricul 








tare has reached « high state of perfection in North Easthope i 
sppoteat Fon the fact that Mr. Goorge Hyde ou tn cceasons 
fatried off the inedal awarded by the Goverameat for the best 
kept farm io this western dlstrit, embracing several countien 
“Ths distinguished recogetion of advanced agriculture in Pesth 
County is an honor sppreviated by al 

The Germans, who are leyely settled in the eastern portion of 
North Easthope, are quite equi! to ther Scotch neighbours 
advanced agriculture, and are by no means backward in lato 
fucing those new methods which have been found advantageous in 

Tn nearly every section water is plotful, and, as ia billy 
countries, springs are more numerous than in other townships in 
Perth County 

Tn materi for constructing good road thas an inexhaustible 
supply. Through every section, except 4 small portion on the 
treet side, roude are ection. In eartin places construction has 
been effected with some dificuty. Hills have been cut ay and 





Term products can be removed without hardship. The road 
fertendng from Shakespeare to Nithburg is an old. highway 
Previous to constructing the Northern Gravel read—through 
dense swamp, which at that tie defied every effort of the hady 
‘loneer,—it was a leading cond. Tngress and egress to and from 
that was known as The Quesn’s Bush” and our northern tow 
hips was over this highway. The necessities forrest and rlresh- 
iments by pioneer traveller led t9 numerous houses of public 
ntcraloment being erected for thei comfort and. convenience 
Although those old hushmen sere not by any means traveling 
Through a dry, parched land, wherein ao waters he, stil they 











required a stronger stimulant than water. otations rauired € 
be prompt ond efectve inaction, to sustain them on their wetey 


journey in quest of fortune and = home. To enable thom, thee 
fore, to obtain their Ubations with fequency and cegulaniy, 
hotel was established on every cros-road from Shakeepoace to 
Withiurg. In those places were obtained copious draughts of 
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sitalicing Muid that hed not a single headache in « batsel of it 
This infused new fife and energy into the recipient, enabling. btn 
to proceed on his way rejoicing, AC next corner further 
sugmentation of sprtuous energy produced a. cocresponding 
levation of soul, This again resulted in an inspiration which 
found vent in songs, which were rendered with such tremendous 
ins mitt Ye Met bt Ta ns grin 

Notwithstanding’ the fact that scarcely mile of railway’ has 
been constructed in this municipality, « great portion of it fs 
sonvesient to ratway facies, The G.T.R., with stations at 
Shakespeare and Stratford, affords excellent advantages for ship 
tment of goods. The Stratford & Huron railway has tation at 
Bruner, where farm produce from Topping and surrounding 
country can be shipped. To these points, therefore, ffs mo great, 
hardship to move surplus produce over such roads a= thote io 
North Easthope 

The fist sate inthis township was David Hel, who located 
ia 183200 lot 26, concession t. During that year another party 
of Scorchmon avived from Perthshire. Amonget these were to 
brothers, Joho and Alex, Stewart; Mrs. McTavish (whose hosband 
ad died! on the voyage, of cholera) snd her thre sons; Peter and 
Ales. Crerar; Gootge Scott and Donald Roberton. Several of 
these settled south of the Huton road, alerwards removing 19 
North Easthope. No one can ever know the aveful experiences 


‘ofthese poor people in tha long tedious journey from their native 
gles in Perthshire sil they arrived in the wilderness of North 
Easthope. Me Peter Stewart, stil ving, was one of the party, 


tho, at twelve years of age, came with his parents to Canada, 
and describes the scenes of this terrible voyage with alls horrors 
Several hundeed emigrants were hudledtogsthet on 4 sal sa 
ing ship, and for twelve weeks were tossed on the brody stormy 
AMantic Ocean. Asiatic cholera had become epidemic in Sen- 











and, mea and women dying in thousands, On arsval at Quebes 
their ship was quarantied, andthe hoceor of thee situation begs 
The asounge had preceded them. The whole ship's pastenger 
crore peed up Hike cattle without sbsler, there to emain. The 





wo toll ae one after another wis lid sway, victims 


trihie dread fatality. A person named Paton advised that they 
ed ina old vessel, taken into the sve, there to be sunk, 











rouble, In journeying from Quebec to 





Montreal their boat was frequently rowed ashore, where a few 
unt and terorstricken an opened a grave in te sand, un 





cofined and unktldy lad in everlasting 
the tr distant hills of Auld Scotland. When Toronto was rashed 


the weary heartbroken people stil ploided on, leaving behind 





James Crear, Robert F 

Donald, Dunc 

Jabe Hay, and John McTavish, Another man arrived about this 
ferwarls became prominent, and was instrumental 





er party fom Perthshire, judi Joba and 
cn Kippan, Don it MeNaughton, 





Swarts James as 








period who 
Wreging the name “Perth” to this section of the Huron Trac. 
Ths was J.J, & Linton. In pe, #833, Alexander Hamilton, 
from Roxborpbakie,seted on Tot 15, con, 3 Jobe Kell, on fot 











periods tn 1832 Mr George Hyde, who came fom Scot 





ie Bo, located on the snd conseason, afterwards romoving t0 
Gait. A year subsesueat 0 this he flay settled on the fam 

‘which was Bis mee his death 
rom sy til 181 settlement was slow, as Hk as throughout 
Sion which, culmioated in rebellion during 





fy adminntative incapacity, Being no doubt largely Fespow 
nated 








SiMe. ‘This event proclaimed that democratic 








hot longer be restrained. ‘The Act of 1, thereto 











that Government was now about £9 withdraw the aursing bottle 
from the municipalities. Under certain conditions they were now 
to shift for themacives, No sooner was this policy eflected than 
progress became apparent, continuing ever Hnce in a marvellous 
dogree. Subsequent to 1840 a large laflx of German wetlers 
located in North Easthope, who, by their natural theft and 
industry, have coatibated mach to develop its material resources, 
Excepting a small section adjoining Elio, settlement was reall) 
completed about 1850 

Prior to 1842 thete were o schools in Perth County, excepting 
fone or two private houses where children were taught. Mr 
J- J. B, Linton has precedence inthis profession, having opened 
Private school about 1834, near Stratford. Another schoo! war 
pened in North Easthope by a lady whose name I have been 
Sshable to obtain. In 1842 this township was dived into three 
eho! seations. The boundaries of these distits will, along 
With other information regarding schools, be found in a chapter 
on education. It must be noted that while the Act of 1841 nave 
fs reat impetus to municipal progress the Schoo! Act of that 
{ear gave as great an impetus to education. For both the people 
‘wereready, and through both, not only this county, but Canada, 
tas derived inesleulale advantages, 

Tn this township are no towns or villages of great importance. 
‘As the tendency of the greater i to absord the less, Stentor, on 
its south-west corner, has concentrated in her superior advantages 
almost the entire trade of this wealthy municipality. Before the 
teansporttion problem was solved by constructing falas, a 
frist mil, and next the inevitable taver, determined te locaton 
ff a business contre, In these later days opening. allway 
instiater another order of circumstances, which ses at defiance 





the old mil site and taven asa nucleus fora village of "corners 
Shakespeare, now a place of some importance lying partly in 
South Easthope, has attained its ascendaacy fom its being all. 
way station. ‘This village was founded in 1832 by David Bell, 
Who sete on Tot 20, and was known for many years as “Bel 
Corners." ‘The name Shakespeare was fist given to this place 











by Alexander Mitchell, in 1852. During this year Me, Mitchell 
was reeve of South Easthope, and, at # council meeting held in 
March, it was desided, om recommendation of the reeve, that 
"Balls Comers” shouldbe known from henceforth as Shakespear, 
[Although the early days ofthis places ivolved in some obscurity, 
itis certain tht its frst building was 4 log house erected by Me 
Hugh Thompson, who was a shovmaler. In connection with his 
‘operation onthe Iapstone as dsepl af St, Crispin, he also raised 





fain to Bacchus, where weary o thisy travelers 
fest and refeshment. "A general sfore was opened in 1849 by 
George Worsey (who opened the fist store in Stratford) hich 
tres fllowed by 2 Blacksmiths shop, built hy Alexander Jardine 
This, again, was soon followed BY a waggon shop. Meantime 
Mr, Alecander Mitchell had erected a hotel, im 1848, and. was 
feally fet hotel keeper ia Shakespeare. ln 18st another general 
‘More was erected by Mr. MeTntosh, and the village contaued 

fspand rapily, particularly for a few years subsequent to con 
ructing the GT Railway. Factories began to spring Up, & 
frst mill was built by Messrs. Mefntosh and Helmer, destoyed 
by fre in 1853, Although there are excllot mills a present in 
Shakespeare, the disaster to Moser, Melotosh and Helmer gave 
‘serous check to this prosperous community, At present there 











fre tno general store, Als mil, st mil, planing mill, san mil 
pump factory telegraph and express ofes, to hotels, and one 
bhedical doctor, De; Whitemas, That are also a number of good 
m 





ate residences, indicating thrift and good taste 
Its location onthe Huron Rond, and principal highway ladiog 
orth, was most advantageous t0 scary progress. Dung the 
fettementof Mornington and portion of Eka," Bells Corners 
or te oct pit here the loners ups to 
Fewing for bist « path into the wilderness, In 1348 a post 
‘fice was opened, from which mails to Nithburg and Grant's 














Corners was despatched once ia each Week. This ofce was in 
Change of Alexander Mitchel st postmaster, and was kept in 
fis hotel, Prior to its opening, the setts in the northern and 








eastem sections obtained their mail from Haysville P.O. in 

A good story is told that on ane aocasion an old pioneer 
North Easthope, whom we will call Sandy,” was informed that 
fetter from the ol country wis awaiting him in Haysville. The 
ost of posting letter at that period from Great Britain amounted 
to several siligs, and was frequsotly unpaid, as it 30 happened 
in this particular case. "With an intense desire to hear fom i 
ld home among the bis in Perthshire, Sandy, at eae dawn of 
the following day, began a journey of fiteen miles om foot to 
Haysville after the coveted epntle. Monty he had none to dis 
charge any demands that might be made ss postage, He would 
solic ells, however, or lag ® day or two to the, postmnater 
in payment. On his arrival, and nonounsing. his" business, 
the lady in charge gave hin bis letter. It only requeed a low 
minutes for Sandy #0 read is contents while the attendant wos 


Tetienly awaiting payment of the charges, when. he. uistly 


returned the letter, adding, “the had nae see, but when he set 
hie potash, of while he had twa rel, hel would debit the 
amount.” Having imparted this information, he departed. with, 
all speed for the woods in North Easthope. About three months 
Subsequent to this event, another letter from the ol land ws sald 
to have arsved for Sandy. "Remembering his former experience, 
ater great efforts he succeeded in obtalaing a few sili for 
Postage, a he fle sure that he could not establish second right 
‘sf possession without discharging all obligations. On presenting 
mse at the post offce a couple of shillings was demended by 
the postmaster, whieh Sandy promptly paid, and was placed in 
possession of his eter. The surprise of the canny Scot may. be 
Imagined, however, when he found it was the same epithe had 
real three months previous, and this plan had eee adopted by 
the postmaster to recover his postage. Sandy now became an 
‘swing possessor of his epistle, and the postmaster a wing 
sesso of his postage. Ae a sequel tothe joke he was invited 
‘toa bite” after his long walls, and having satiied the ner 
un, and partaken of a dram, the pipe of peace was smoked 
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tween the two, when Sandy weaded his way back tothe shanty 
fn the banks ofthe Nith 

is peoost wich presents istf fon traveller fos the south 
in topbaching Nithburg i Benstial and picturesque, The dense 
Taney af young tres, which acem to sling rater than grow on 
Freer Gane of the river as winds along the bottom of the 
Mays the old ll by the steam, the few remaining cottages 
Terri mange the gren foliage ofthe spreading eaple, form a 





Uetightatperure of ral beauty and repose 

Toe arial in the history of Norte Easthope Nithburg wes 
popaigns and progressive hamlet, It was sete by pioeers 
Pari east riinally from Scotland. Yo January, #840, ctme 
ann Brown and family of Sve sons, having purchased a large 
sere sa of Ine from the Canada Company. Subsequent 10 MF 

Drea, and within a very short perody also located Peter Stewart, 

Riouunder Grant, Wiliam Amos, Robert Amos, Wiliam Kelso, 

June nnd Richard Manley, James Smith, and George Moffatt, 

sete many eters allocating dear the ever. During 1843, Jobm 

Browns ef erected a saw ad Aour mil on lots #8 anid 19, con 

rari which was known for maay years as Brown's Mile 

Jace Brow, present postmaster i Nithbury, who Was manage, 

aoe epated genera store atthe mil and the frst in that 

sein Ta yg he established a weekly mal, although 180 post 

Since was opened, and had named John Brownlee was engaged 

pact as portman, his remuneration being paid by private sub 

‘RifSon among the stiles. Afr. James Brown discharged the 

utwe of pontmaster gratis, Io 1850, a post ofce was opened 

seth James Brown as postmaster, which position be stil tains 

Tasha Brown, therefore, belongs the distinguished honour of 

Fog te eldest ofcer inthis county, having, been postmaster for 

Bene iim which honourable positon we trast he may long Be 

Sparedt0 remain, 

. i iSy8m aurvey of Nithburg was made by Frank Irvine ® 
PLAS. Who named the new town “Nithbury,” the burg onthe 
ace Nit, At this point was an excellent water power, and tis 
iranveral other apparent advantages, drew a large population 

















hos: 





a short time, and lots sold rapidly. Ia less than two years it 
contained a tannery, distillery, hotel, bickyard, ime Kim two 
shoemaker, thee carpenters, to tls, masons, and brsklayers 
A general store was kept by Me, Marcus White, In 1853, saw 
mill was erected by James Brown, Baird & Co. During iBeq Me 
Brown removed to Nithburg from Brown's Mil taking the pont 
‘fice with him, and opening a general store in connection, which 
he has conducted ever since In t8g7 he also erected four il, 
and carding’ and woollen mil, and the burg at that period 
ataived the zenith ofits glory. This mill is ill eperated, Bt a= 
the aged postmaster, whose lie isso closely connected with the 
place, says, “Nithbung is now only a small village of lent than 
‘oo inhabitants, containing mils, a genoral tore (kept by himself), 
With those other smal industries found io 4 country village 

This story of decay in Nithburg is an old one of mang villages 
in Canada that were once as prosperous a5 this hamlet ia Neth 
Easthope. The grad dismemberment of these places has not 
arisen from a want of energy oF enterprise in the people, nor fomy 
lack of feiliy in the surrounding. couotry, but from other 
‘causes, which they Were powerless to control, ‘Building ralleaads 
‘hs, in many sections, changed the whole cureatof trade, aad in 
one more so than this ite village of Nithburg, To the G-T.R. 
she owes her preset depretsion, now fallen so heavy that thei 
scarcely left the memory of er former sreatnes. 

Amulre, three and three guarers mils north of Shakespeare, 
fs the centre of a very old setlement-—about the frst in this 
CCousty—but trom is contiguity to the latter ville, has not 
made great progress. At present there is a general store and 
Post office, kept by Mr A M. Fisher, late townahip clerk; = otal 
fand blacksmith shop, with other small ndusties. 

Sil farther orth two and calf miles is Hampstead, known 


in pioneer days as Grants Corners. At this point there iy a 


xoveral store and post ofce, and on the rising ground eastward 
® very fine schoo! bulling, which seems to add diguity and 
Importance, not only to this village, but t0 the surrounding 
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As we stated elsewhere the early sttlers of North Easthope 
were largely of Scottish origin, and prominent characteristic of 
frdinances in the old Preshyterian forms. A very fet years only 
Ihed passed when Rev. Mr, Riou the fest Presbyterian miistr 
tho ever visited North Easthope, made a missionary tout through 
2 portion of the Huron Teach, preaching in several places, and, 
Aispeosing ordinances amongst the people 

Tn connection with Presbyteraniam ia Noeth Easthope, an 





excellent paper wis propared by Me. A. ML. Fisher, late township 
lerk, a copy of which wes deposited in the corner stone of the 
ew North Easthope church, lid on July 21st 1892, t0 which 1 
am grealy indebted, The history of Preshyterianism, therefore, in 
Jeary and also in 186, Rev, Dond MeKenaie, of Zora, paid 

et, preaching and administering 








‘eligious ordinances 

Th the autumn of #857, Rev: Daniel Allon, having Been sent to 
idee the auspices of the Kirk of Scotland, visited Stentfed 
Shorty after his arial cll was extended toi fem the cou 





tgregations of Woodstock. and Stratford, which he accepted, ad 
tos ordained on the 2tst day of November, 1838, These two 
Thangs being twenty-five miles apart, and the roads almor ine 
pmssable, his labors were divkied between them, two weeks at a 
Time Belay devoted alternately to each, At this period, the 
Setters in North Easthope constitu « great portion of Stet 
ras congregation. In 1840, Ue constant srs in administering 
totwo stations so far apart impaled his health, compeliag him 
to relinquish ove or other of his churches. Oa the 15th day of 
August of this year he was released feom his connection with 
Wood 
As being convenient to those people in the eastera portion of 
North Easthope, service was held at schoolhouse No. 2 2 10g 
building onthe corner where the present school building and St 
Andrew's Church now stands. In 1843, stops were taken By the 














people to erecta new church, sd site selected. Meantime the 
Euitation which had beon going on in Scotland for several years 
ot last bore fale in erption, and the Auld Kil, with all is 
vast importance to the eclesiatialdssiplne of religious bey 
fo democratic in character as the Presbyterian, was soon fel ven 
Jn the wilds of North Easthope. Mr. Alle, therfore bade fare 
sell tothe old sanctuary at St Androw’s, and added one sore to 
those protesting ministers who religuished so mush for com 
science sake. This retarded church work for a period of t69 
Ser when the seceding members, whose numbers had been co 
iorably augmented, made a second attempt t9 build a church 
fow North Easthope Presbyterian Church, and on this ovcasion 
were succesful. Mr Fishers, "many dificatie were, however, 
‘sperenced. The material hallo be deposited onthe ground 
by the people; the Brick hauled from New Hamburg. in wagons 
rn sleds by oxen, At this time itis doubt if there war one 
Span of horses ia the whale congregation.” These dlcalies were 
fally overcome, and 1846 save erectd the fist Presbyterian 
Church at that spat where the present builfing stand, en lot 25 
‘on. 5.” Durity these years ths congregation became a separate 
chavge, with Me. Allan as minister, and has ech ever since 
Known as North Easthope congregation. In the autumn of 1875 
this excellont man, feeling the premonitions of advancing years 
Seawing on him, resigoed that charge, of which he had been 
founder, returing to his Master the stewardship he had held for 

T1876, a call was extended to Rev. A. Stewart, of Sosa, who 
accepted it and on January 10th, 1877, was inducted. Ia 1881 8 
Union was formed with Tavistock, sketch of which wil be found 
arrangement as mae, and Mr Stewart transferred from Tai 
Stock to Hampstead. In 802 a new bulling was erected by 
North Easthope congregation, at cost of 83,000, where servicer 
are now held. Rey. Robert F. Cameron is minister onthe come 


union roll are Bt members, There is algo a Sabbuth schoo, 








with an average attondance of 

Hampstead Presbyterian church an ol congreyation, althouge 
by no means as ently as that of North Easthope. A log school= 
house was erected at “Grant's Corners," 08 Tot 20, cOR. 11 


pope, superintended by Mr. 





‘which was ulied By several denominations as a place wheee 
Service was hed. Abost #830, Rev. Joba Gundy preached tothe 
Methodists; Rov, Walter Miller to the Baptists; and, several 
years prio t either, Rev. Me. Allan to the Presbyterians. This 
Tater body eventually erected a church, In 855 4 new church 
twas constructed in Wellesley, under the pastorate of Rev. Robert 
D. MeKay, who, for a umber of years, was minister in Hamp- 
stead and Welledey. "This congregation has now 46 members 
‘On lot 15, con. 9 8 St, Jacob's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
«Canada Synod.” "This mission was organized in 1868, by Rev 
Mr Muenzinger. At this period abost forty German families 
ompored the songtegation, ‘On July #3th, 1859, the eorge stone 
‘Sf the present church was lid, consecration ia October following 
This i an imposing building of Brick, whose tall, graceful spire 
harmonizes with the exterior decorations. Is interior arrange- 








iments discover great tate, with comfortable accommodation for 
the congregation, ‘The cost of this edifice was 815,000, | At 
present so families are in connection, numbering about 200 souls 
Tes present pastoris Rev. ©. G. A Ey Holm, ho also conducts 
Sabbath school, which slyly attended by young people of his 

‘Our sketch of North Easthope congregation till the period of 
Aisrption in 4843 8 the history of old St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
‘hucch, a short distance north of Shakespeare. ‘This is the 
pioneer Preshyierian congregation in Perth County east of Stet- 
ford. Its first elles and promoters were Robert Fraser, John 
Stonart and Geonge Hyde, "Subsequent to 1843, when Rev. Mr 
‘Alan withdrew from the Auld Kirk," and estalohed North 
Easthope congregation, Rex. David Bell was called to old St 
Andrew's service beng stil held in the schoathouse. About 1850 
fa building was erected st a cost of 81,300, whichis stil used as 


si 





place of worship. As stated elsewhere, steps are now in ro 
ress to erect a now building in Shakespeare, which will accom- 
modate both congregations ia North and South Easthope, long 
Since united, and now under the pastorate of Ree, Hugh Cowan 
Present membership in both i 1. A. Sabbath schoo is aloo ia 
connection, having’ in Shakespeare So pupils, Joseph. Freeman 
superintendent; and at St, Andrew's 6o pupils, George MeCallm 
Superintendent. 

"The Evangelical Association church, on lots, con. 6, fs named 
‘Oetael's Church," in honor of Anew Oetesh who was its 
greatest promoter and an active worker in advancing is interests 
in early days. With him wore assosinted Me, Andrew Eally st, 
Goo. Neibergall, and Mr John Hamel. Service was Best held by 
Ree, Mr. Weber in the settlers” houses, until school house was 
built. About 1830 lg church was erected, where worship was 
conducted till 888. Daring that year the present eiifce was 
constructed, at a cost of $3,300. ‘This congregation, fromm a 
small heginhng of a few members, hax now over under the 
pastorate of Rev. Elis Eby. There ix lao » Sabbuth schoo! 
With nearly 70 pupils, conducted by Me. J. 1. iat, superintendent, 

The church of Lisbon Evangelical Association, on ft 11 con 
‘vas organized about 1850, when secviees were held inthe baros 
and houses of iis memboes. The principal promaters of this 
Association were Louis Paf, George ipl, Henry Doers, John 
Riehl, Baltsar Schmigt, and Henry Falk. Reve Mey Hlacher 
was fist minister. A Tog ehutch was bull ia 860, where worship 
vas hold til 1895, when a nent brick building was coneteucted, 
2 cost of S3.cam At ie inception there were about go members 
now increased to 70, with Rev. Elias Eby as pastor. There f 
also a Sebath school, with about so pupils, under John i 
Superintendent. 

‘The Evangelical Association church on lot 11, com. 1 is ao old 
congregation, extending back to 1844. The fst church was of 
one, and erected in 1852. Worship as held in this building til 
1885, when, on ite removal, a brick chusch was erected a a cost Of 
‘5,200. ‘The principal promoters of this Association were Wiliam 





































Linglebach, Nicholas Swsitst, George Klkinnecht, and Charles 
Strom Rev. Frederick Sharpley was frst_minister. A few 
‘members ony at its inception hae incretsed to over 70 at preset. 
Rev. Me. Burn is present’ minister, The Sabbath choo! ia 
connection with this congregation is one of the oldest in the 
county, having been onganined by Mr- Chas. Steosel in 1848 
‘The present number of pupils fx Bo, wth Mr; Samuel Reider op 

atlyeounicipal cecords in Narth Easthope are very incomplete, 
For 1842, the fatal point of all maniipalhisory, thre fe no 
records. During that period of a district council in Goderich it 
‘vident that North and South Easthope formed one district, and 
had no connection with Dowie, ullarton, and Blanshard, ae 





sated by local historians elsewhere. Downie, whose records are 

io this county, mukes ‘no mention of the 
Easthopes at a mesting held in January, 182.” Thowe three 
towenships formed one district, and as such elected officers, and 
will be found in the records of Downie that while this tro of 
unicpaiin elected one eepresentatve, North and South Haste 
ope ected Me, Helmer as another 


Imost complete of| 











Tr 43 tw town mestings were held—on January aad and 6th 
respectively. Why two consecutive meetings should have taken 
place to elect offcers ad pass by-laws, the records do not say 
‘This mesting, therefore, of he inhabitants being householders 
and fresholders of North Easthope, held atthe school house, lt 
2, con. 2, chore a At and proper person to serve ay dist 
‘ouncllg, according to the Act ¢ and Vie, chap. toc" The 
township clerk presided, having previously taken the oath before 
J.C. W. Daly, Esq. ‘They proceeded to elect a councillor, when 
Me. James Cairos wae unanimously chosen 

‘Several: reaclutins weve aloo. beuibed aid peassd—ist: 

That this mecting, considering the contentions and disatee 


factions which occur om account of the continued siting of our 





‘annual town eieting from place toplace (a the magistrates think 
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con, 4 to be ou tows hal for Rolling our town meetings con- 
tected with or bylaw eequtd to be baden or rgulating fale 
‘SENorth Eusthpe.”  sad-—That the town clerk ot J C.W 
Daly and George Gowinlck, mngistraten, tht the sd acl 
toute tr appotted townhall (or ths tai 

‘Other oficerselced at ths mevtng were Duncan Sta, 
asieror David Ball, colector; Jobo MeDerwid, Jon, Renkin: 
Wallan, Thor Langey, Punshe Winds, We Mile Archie 
Moray, Chetan Naligers Hi. Hart, P. Anderson,” Donald 
Roberson, D. Carll Win, Amon A Cava, Wan, Brown D, 
Kipper, | Fsen, Wn. Brailes 1, MeDermiy Thom. Sergont 
Michael Paaclan, Wiliom Jackson, Hugh Bate, Timothy Watlce 
Join Whitman, and Peer cltoch, patmasors 

In gg na dati comellor wae sete, the weit not hav 

been restved frm Me Dunlop warden of the United Counties i 
proper tine, Town wardens were Peer ‘elntos, John Mc 
Deri and Henry Cook, In 184s De. Gonge Hye wa lected 
diaret councilor, tein again reelested” In 12q wth Me 


James Rankin as colleagues the population having reached the 


umber required by law to recur a second representative. For 
town wardens, Mr- Joseph Whaley, Christan Summers 
James Caines were elected, In 1848 Mr, Hyde and Mr, Rankin 
under Hamilton, Me. Rankin being reostes, Town wardens 
for 0847, Joseph Whaley, Peter Metntos, and Alexander Fisher 
In 1848, jobo Cairns, Dovid Boll, and Peter Crerar. For 184, 
In 180 wore elected ss fat municipal council for North Easte 
hope, T. M, Daly, eeever Alex, Hamilton, Jamer Rankin; Peter 
Melntosh, and James Patterson, councilor. Mr. James Wilson 
‘was appointed clerk, succeeding James Patterson, who had suc 
feeded Alexander Graat a short tine previous. John McDermid 
Robert E. Patterson, and Duncan Stewart were appointed asses 
sors. James Stewnrt was appoited collector; C. R. Dickson 





1 regret to say that» portion of the resoeds of this township 
previous to 1859 | have been unable to discover. Doing the first 
{ety pent of sttlomrat ina tw monkipalty history opty 
‘ad, that being period when the foundations of its fare pro 
fret are Ing, ‘Thowe names, therefore, [have been able #0 give 
ofthe oficers who managed fais inthis municipality ave Been 
procured fom ol auditors reports and the archives of the county 
ere in Stratford. It may be aaid, however, that expenditure on 
public works (although all as been accomplished that was necee- 
ary) far short of the disbursements made in other townships 
Tying orth of the Huron Road. ‘Those great deposits of rand 
material have been tized cheaply and effectively, and splendid 
roads are found in every abiton ofthis township. Is foe rolling 
Tand has rendered a large expenditure on drainage, except & 
portion inthe west, unnecessary. The whole surface is availble 
{or agriculture, and a disborsement of $4,000 under By-law No, 
220, i 1886, forthe central detn, with other small desing, near 


the boundary of El te the whole special funds ex: 





pended for drainage perpores. 
“The town hall fe sal! brick building, two and half eiles 
north of Shakespeare, and. not ata creditable citer to the taste 
te Hberaity of this wealthy rancpality. Neither ix it by any 
means faltering to Hs architectural design os interior araager 
eats when we sy i is about equal t any ia Perth County. It 
Indicates a strange phase of human nature when we find that a 
‘ch and populous towsehip, which has expended money lavishly 
fon public ouses, erecting hand: 
‘some churches aad costy fm buildings, with ll those amenities 





ovement, building. sho 





covelative 9 our advanced svilinstion, shoud stil tain wretched 
Tnoking hencoops for government buildings, Any its embelish- 
rent some ofthese places hive recived in painting, or atberwine, 
whe they wore constricted, has long since disappeared. They 
row stand, worn and forsaken looking, as a tenement erected #0 
lovee days foe n petty of sbantyimen, rho have tow deserted 
{sno longer habitable, 

‘There is one distinctive characteristic of North Easthope elstors 
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found nowhere else to so great an extent ia Perth County. This 
confidence in thee public men, as indicated y ther long retene 
fowl offee. Mr. James Trow and Mr. Jobo Medina held the 
este and deputy-rsaveship between them for nearly forty years 
‘Palletor, now over 8o years, Is lon Bs rounds: he has 
fhavalled for forty yours, Mr A. M, Fisher Inte clerk, bold chat 
ie for thirty years now sucoseded by his son. Me. Alexander 
Fisher was treasurer for_miny long years, wile several cous 
Silos and subordinate olcers have long oficial records. That 
Ail his should have happened ia a township where poitial feel 
Inge are ofa pronounced democratic type may seem strange, If 
we consider the idiosyncrasies of the Scotch, whose cast of 
{hough predominate in North Easthope, this display of conserva- 
tiam willbe found to be mre natural than at fst would appear 
Lobe. The democracy of 4 Scotchman may be summed up in 
thee important principals. First, he wants to be fet alone. 
Second, he wants to spend his money a8 he pleses. Third, which 
Jnvolves the ether two, he wants the governing power to tax him 
fuactly as he can alford to pay, he being sole and only judge of 
Wie financial condition and’ ability {0 contribute. Here his de 
tmoctacy ends and his conservatistn bins. First, what he has 
fhe wants to keep. He cling tothe old ith of his fathers, tothe 
(hd pealme-—to Martyrdom and Old Hundred a beng the acme of 
Stored melody, His heart and sympathy are aroused when the 
‘minster on Sabbath day has passed in his prayer that old land 
mark of supplicating that the Jews be rertored to thet ancient 
heritage. He fel refreshed when he has reached fourthly in his 
‘lcidation of original sin, He ie im eetaces when the practical 
{pplication is closed with toric denunciations on modern innowa- 
ons: particulasly new Bymos and an organ. He is honest in his 
Convictions, loyal to his King and country; he never forgets the 
‘ld heather bills fr aways he ix dogmatic f hs faith, persevering 
fn his conduct, true to his trast, # good ciizea, fond of place 
and power, and sincere in is regard for sacred things. It this 
felidity of character which has dlsplayed itself in retention of 
ble men, 
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‘This retaining of certain mien in public ofce for a long form of 
ears has a tendency #0 create an nfaence for them to which they 
‘may have no other clsin for distinction. Thus, Logan, Flaten 

Downie, Noth Easthope, and one er two ethers acquired and 
retained am iluence st the county council much more effective 
than such townships ax Blnshard, which were constantly change 

ing. By retaining an ofcer fora perio of years he acquires a 
Interest and understanding regarding the routine of bis buinces, 
Which is advantageous to the public service. may be permitted 
to say here that the only casein this county I have found of a 
ratepayer appealiog agains his own assessment as being too To" 





‘occurred inthis towoship, Thi was an appeal of John Medea 


against assessment on his income, which, at Bi request, wat 





ised atthe court of revision, 

Alkhough the population had diminished the total assesment 
jn 1go2 had rather increased, being’ $1,940,280. On this sum 
bout 813,000 i levied and collected annually, over one-third 
bing set spart for school. There are ten school section, ve of 
Which are unions. ‘There has been great diminution of the 
Tigao traf, only wo hotels being licensed 

In 1844, North Easthope contained 15 inhabitants (including 
' portion of Steatiord, having 4,172 acrex under cultivation, Ta 
1850, the population had inerensed t0 2,00, and. tooo aces 
Under eulivation, Ta 4839 was prodced 300 bush, of wheat, 
391000 bush. eats, 10,000 bush. pets, 19/000 Bush potatoes, 
{2,000 bunk. turnips, 19000 lls. maple sugar, S000 Ibe ool 
and 8,000 Ibs. butter. The popslation in 182 was. 129, Seat: 
ford meantime having withdrawn, 

Previous to 1859, 1 have been unable to obttin any records of 
this municipality.” The names of those reeves, who” Sat prior ta 
that period have been talen from records in the county clerk's 
fice 

‘Recoe.—1851-2, Alexander Hamilton; 1853-4, A. Grant: 1855, 
Alex. Hamilton; 1856, A. Grant 1857, Alex: Hamiton; 1898-55, 














A. Grant; 1861-81, Jas. Tow 18820, John McMillan; 1893-6, 
Joba Hay ; 1857-0; Andrew Fall; 1gs0a, Jaton Cooke 
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Deputy Reeves —186p-74, James Stewart, fest deputyceeve 
spss, Je Mebfillan ; 18He-7, George Hyde; 18861, John A 
Brasee; 1892-5, A, Fall: 1857-8, JA, Fraser Offs was now 

“Counilors.—1855-60, Wills Patterson, Aes: Hamilton, John 
Curtis, John Fisher 1861, Heney Carol, J. Fisher, Duncan 
MeCalim, Wan. Rennie; 1852, W. Rennie, J. Cutis, J. Fisher 
A. Grant; 1853, J. Cairns J. Stewart, Peter Crevay H. Carell 
1864-5, W. Renae, P. Crerar, Peter Stewart, J. Stewart; 186, 
W. Renae, J. Stewart, P. Stowart, Peter McLennan +1867. 8 
Fisher, P, McLennan, P. Stew; 186873, A Fisher, P, Stews, 
W. Reavie 1872, J MeMilan, J. McGuigan, P. Stewart 
J. MeMileo, John Cooke, W. Rennie; 1874, J. McMillan, Covvelss 
Quioln, J Cooks 1855, Stewart, C. Quinlan A. Falke: 
187681, AL Falk, Valentine Knochtel, PL Stewart 188258, J 
Cook, A. Fatky B. Stewart: 1885, J Cook, A. Falk, J He 
‘got A. Falk, J. Hay, W. Renae 1892, W. Rena, Julius 
(Cook, Peer McDonald 1893-6, P. McDonald, W. Crerar Julius 
Cook's 1897-8, Julius Cook, P. MeDonald, ‘Duncan Stewart + 
1899, Julius Cook, Alex. MeDeonald, Jas. Hastings, J. A. Fraser 
tyoori, John C. Cook, Alex. MeDonal, Jas, Hastings, J. 

Crk —i8s9-60, James Trow j 1861-2, James Kee 863-70, 
Joseph Whaley (resigned) and Alex: Fisher appointed 841-1900, 
Ales. ML. Fisher (resigned) and J. D. Fisher, son of Av BM. Faker 
(appointed) | gor, J.D. Fisher 

Treasurers 1850-78, Alex. Fishers 1873-91, John W. Ziokaon; 
1892-1905, Jas. MoGillame. 

Asser: 1835-60, John Dow 1861-5, John Frasers 1856-96, 
James Patterson ; 1877-9, Heary Basch: 186 J. Patterson 
W885, George Wettauter: 1884-5, Joseph MeMlillan; 1885-9 
Duncan Forbes 189-3, Stephen Capling 18948, J. MeDonaldy 
ogtgoa, Geoige Merryees. 

Gatectors— 1836-63, Charles McTavish ; 865-1992, William 
Patterson, Me, Patterson's prio of service has en be exceeded 
by one municipal offer in this county —Mr, Jas, Reid, treasurer 
ef Morsington, 








50) Jas, Patterson, Samust Rutherford: 1860, Js 
1861-2, George Brown, Jas. Hemi 

ton; 18534, Jas. Hamilton, Jas. Patterson : 1865-4, J. Ham 
{sTavish; 1871-5, J. Hanon, Jacob Kollman ; 176, 
‘Stewart, Jas 

Alex. Horn 





Patterson, Joba MeDermnid 





Duncan Stewart, Thos. Mungovan; 1877-80, D. 


Brown ; 1881-5, Duncan Forbes J Brown} 188 














Jacob Schambers 1890-2, J. Schamber, Jacob Kolin 
Jorn Ruppert, Jossph MeMlillan; 188-1902, J. McMillan, Heo 

















CHAPTER XIX, 


Logan was named in honour of Hart Logan, a director of the 
Canada Company, and fest opened for sttement in 1830. In 
January of this year a survey of ane concesion was made; 
further portion in 1832; the whole being completed ia 1835. It 
ontninw 33,351 Ares, all avallable for agricltre. Adjoining the 
Horoa road its surface is undulating, becoming level as it extends 
northwards. In some sections, lying nortiveast and north-west, 
real swamps existed, whose density snd dismal aspect seemed to 
ety every eflort nt improvement. In these swamps the river 
Thames has its source, and they were long thought to be ie. 
lsimable. They have of late pears, however, been. cleared, 
‘rained, and largely brought under culation, affording» means 
go existence seemed impossible 

“This township may be considered highly favoured in comparison 
With those further north in the county. Ht had an advan 
Huron road being opened at an early date; the frst alway also 
extended along the whole front of the municipality. Fifty years 
go such means of transit were of more consequence than ow 
“Today good roads exist everywhere, rendering transportation of 


farm products nota great dificult. In thore early days swamps, 
croseays, streams without Bridges, long dreary stretches of 
forest without Mumaa habitation, slow progress withthe oxen and 
sled, rendered a short journey a great undertaking. Ifthe pro- 
uct of his few stumpy acres was small, involved a task ia its 
removal perhaps as diffult as any the pioneer had to overcome 








By constructing the Logan road ia 1857-8, great relief was 
atforded thone stiles who had penetrated deep into the woods 
From east, went, and north they directed thir steps to this 
feat cond, until a steam of trae passed over it every day as 
‘Feat in volume as that over any highway in this county. Good 
Roads exist now in almost every section of Logan.  Matedal foe 


Toad construction is not plentfal throughout, although in many 





Sections good supply is avaiable 

Agvieaeere hos stained a high standard, all those methods 
bing adopted which have led to eohanced profits and a dimini- 
Hom of labour in far life. A system of mived farming has been 
Cartied on in preference 10 specialism. In some sections dairying 
ts been succesfillycaied on for many years; in other portions 
land I believe those the greatest, diferent mathods have been fle 
Towed. Notwithstanding that airing has been profitable in other 
municipalities, ti not amongst a member of eu farmers a popular 
rancho farming industry. "The exacting routine and close aten- 
‘on necessary tos succesful prosecution fx not pleasing to the 
Grevage agricultriat, Skil isnot wanting. The’ dairy cow is a 
Complex animal, and any careiessness or neglect, even of a tem 
ony character or to a slight degree, is ditnety and uneringly 
Brine by a diminution in her product. sols, therefore, well 
Mdapted to mixed farming, «slight departure from any’ duty 
demanded by the work on hand i not followed so closely by a 
Serrsponding retribution as Tt assuredly Is with the dairy cow 
Whore agriculture i skilfully carried on, profits from any system 
wilbe found about equal in's given period of time. This being 
To, those methods adopted in farm management will always Be 
ich as to reali 4 maxionum of prob from a tinimam of labour 

Logan bar a mised population of English, Irish, Scotc, and 
German, In certain sections, either one or other of these nation 
ities predominate. In the district surrounding Brodhagen all 
re Gotan, AC this point were located uc families as Schultz, 
Pusher, Hildebicht, Keaukopf, Brodhageo, Rock, Jo, 
nid Eckmive. North and west of the Logan road are Scotch 
Hote we Bod Moffatt, Smith, Lawson, Campbell, Harvey, Me- 








roca oes 


Pherson, and Stewart. In the west centre are those of rsh 
cxtraction—Regan, DeCoursey, Hickey, Cleary, Connelly, Keven 
Hagarty, Lynch, Murphy, and Trainor, South, and nearey 
Mishel isa mivod population, without a great preponderance of 
ray ove nationality. 

At what time the Rest setler came to Logan it would be dificult 
to say. Previous to 1841 litle improvement had been mae, and 
that inthe neighbourhood of Mitchel, When « municipal council 
as established in McKillop i #845, Lagan was soincomsierable 
‘hat it was not represented. In 1842 it had become so important 
as tobe atached to MeRllop for municipal purposes 

A fev setlers were scatteed along the Huron road belwoen 
180 and 184o, but wore s0 ilated from each other that no 
government ad been instituted tt r6y2, In 1844 Logan had 
134 inhabitans, pearly ll in Mitchell and only 4 acres under 
talteatin. Ip 180 its population had increased too, Iaclading 
Michell, with goo aees under cutvation In 1849 she produced 
4000 bush. wheat, 2,760 bush. oats, ¢ygo0 bush. potatoes, 2.900 
ish, turnips, 7,00 bs. maple suger, 2000 hg. butter. Tn t86e 
her population was 2,257, exclusive of Mitchel, 

In 1842 Tom Coveney had penetrated as far into the woods as 
the second concession, where, for sme yer, he was "Monarch 
of all he surveyed; is right there was none. to. dispute” 
Sebsoquent 10 1845 settlement extended rapidly northward, the 
fumies of Tubb, Shean, Casey, Murphy, Prindevile, Honey, 
ergs, and Melagan carrying’ the annst of conquest into 
these uneeploced sections Natural surface conditions, which wore 
interspersed with swamps, retarded pioneer operations Tt war 
ot til every section of dy land had been settled thatthe council 
noted ito those schemes of drainage which have heen productive 


of such beneficial results in transforming the unproductive portions 
lato available form land 

Poscal facilis in Logan are quite equal ta those of any other 
Feet of this county, although within its limite, there are, mo 
sonmeccal centres of Importance. Brodhajen has a saw and 
‘ning mil, with general store and post offce. This hamlet was 


























founded about 1861, by Charles Brodhagen, who erected a hot 
snd opened Brodhagen port oct in 185s, he being frst post. 
aston Mr. Brouhaygen was a versatile character, specimens of| 
Teh found their way into the backwoods in pioneer days. In 
Tie own peer person he combined the various ealings of farmer, 
Notekeeper pavemaster, merchant, tailor, bandmaster, music 
teacher and gentleman, | Notwithstanding his multifrious duties, 
he wes cual to them all charging. te demands ofeach in a 
manner creditable to hiss 

‘On the Lagan toad, three and three-quarters miles east of 
todhayen, it Borabol, the capital of Logan. This vile has 
a good bce tel, and was founded by Me, Timothy Haart, 
Sok or Stratford. Here also ie chopping mil, saw mill, store, 
nowt afice and other branches of business usually found in a 
Ponntay sage, Here is also the town hall, where council aod 
‘ther movtings are held, Avstae passes and repasses on its 
Teute between Atwood, in” Elma, and Michel, afording. ite 
Utizens and those adjacent a daily mail 

“Fhe wlage of Moncton, situate on the boundary Hine between 
Ene and kngan, five miles north of Borabolm, has been noticed 
in the Matoieat sketch of Elma, where description of ts present 
trade and condition wil be found. "These, with Mitchell om the 
uth boundary, of which separate sketch wil be found in this 
trork, comprise the trade centres of Logan 

“Wile the commercial demands of her people have not been 
productive in the establishing and building up of villages, every 
Frcommedation hax been provided for thir religious instruction, 











Ghurchos have been erected in several places of costly material— 
Clngant and tasteful in design. short distance north of Mtcell 
ie Wilow Geove Methodist church, the present building. having 
oun ented in 18yo, at a cont of $7,000" This stecture, which 


of brkis i somewhat unigue in design, and perhaps one of 





the bent fished in its interior arrangements of any ural Metho- 
{dsr church eifce in this county. Prior to Methodist union ia 
185 hace churches were located in this vciity, the pioneer sect 
teisg Bible Christos. Io 1852 mission of the Methodist 


church was established by Rev. Mr. Howied, and services held in 
the schoolhouse. Subsequent to this union all were merged into 
the existing congregation, under the pastorate of Rev. David 
Mole. At present there are shout 32 families in is comminion, 
with Rev. JH. Thompson as pastor. A Sabbath schoo! Ts aug 
conducted by Mr. Wilkam Squires, ax superintendent, With him 
fare astocated cight assistants, who have in charge about Bo 
pupils. Congregational afis ae under a booed of management 
with Mr. Woy MeLagan as secretary, Old. sellers in thie 
section are Thomas Lake, Arthur Stewart, James Wood, Alex 
Thompson, D. Bare, Wan. MeLagen, and Thos. Leggatt. 

‘Two miles and ecalf west is the first Evangelleal Latheran 
‘rganized in November, 1838, by Rev. J. A. Hengerer who enme 
Through the woods 10" this point fom Ellis, Rev. H. Hoch, 
who was in charge duving 1859, was succeeded in 18% by Rev 
COR. Geena. Services were held in the schoothouse til 1865 
when the present building was erected at cost of $1,200, Ia 
August, 1885, Rev. H.C. Landsky was inducted, an is now ia 
tharge." “A great increase in members has taken place, At its 
inception only 66 formed the congregation now numbering over 
300 souls. Youog peoples classes are also conducted By the 
Distr. at whic ther is an attendance of about Go pupil.” ‘The 
Promoters of this church were Fred, Panaka, Heney Esler, Pred 
Hildbvicht, and George Tinton, 

At Brodhagen is St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran church, 

Council of Canadian Synod.” This congregation i a branch of 
the fist Evangelical Lutheran church of Logan, ‘To accommo 
ate the residents of this section a baling was erected in 1868, 
st 8 cost of about §1,200. Under the pastorate nf Rev. Hf 
Weigand this congregation Is made great progress, having @ 
‘membership now of Goo souls, A Sabbath school i als cons 
usted by the minister, with an attendance of 155 pop To 
conformity to rule apparently applicable to German congress 
os, there is & neat, Udy appearance in the suroundings of he 
‘hurch buildings, Characteristic of German homes, comfortable 
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parsonages have been ereited for their ministers, and spacious 
Sheds for sheltering horses during service ll indicating care and 
Stteution ofthe lay managers ofthese congregations. 

‘Se Brigid's Roman Catholic chureh, the largest and most 
imposing church edifice in Logan, ix situate on the gravel road, 
thout sit miles fem Mitchel. This congrogation was organized 
by Rew. Father O'Neil, About 1860 4 Catholic mission was 
nablshed at St. Bridgi's, or rather fe was known only a8 St 
Bridget, where mass was celebrated under sich conditions as 
the log shasty and rude accommodation of the settlers could 
ford. In 180s a frame church was ercted, where the people 
Contineed to worship until thir wealth and mumbers warranted 
them ia constructing 4 more modern building, in keeping with 
Ahir advanced conditions.” 1a 1895, therefore, was erected this 
Fine edifice, ata cost of $10,000. The building is of ted brick 
fand mos creditable to the Catholis of Logan. personage of 





the same material ha also Been built fr the resident clergyman, 
This congregation, which numbers about 80 families, have cet- 
tainly been liberal in contributing of thie wealth to construct, 








these con buildings. The parish priest at present in charge is 
Rev. Father Roa 

cis worthy of remark how little progress wes made in Logan 
for many years subsequent ta its bey opened for settlement. 1a 
this it was on par with every munsipalty fo the Huron Teal 
‘Opening the Huron road in 1830 appeared to serve no purpose 
fther than creating & highway t0 Goderich. Ik is tr a few 
people had seted ia Stratford, Downie, and the Easthopes pee 








Flows to 1835, but litle improvement had been made. Not a 
Single school had en established in this county previous to 1842, 

ping a private one by Mr. J.J. E. Linton. Even daring this 
when sin distats were now defined, they embraced five 


y= 





townships ia thee limits, If immigrants came to Canada atcha 
period in any great volume, they certainly id not reach the 
County af Perth, In 90 part of Ontario was a larger section 
fof fers land open for astlement, but whick war allowed 10 
Femain untouched by pioneer huads, Perhaps a solution ofthis 
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problem is to be found ia the system of government prevailing 
fin Canada at that tine. Any oecupation is more ruta for 
ruling power than acting as a dey nurse. ‘This system hid 
‘apparently abtsned in Great Britain trom time immemorial unt 
tha great awakening in Corn Law sepeal. Paternal goveroment 
lost the Usited States fo Britain. It nearly lst Canada in 1837, 
Ieis intolerable tothe genivs of Amica, and, wherever attempted, 
has been followed by signal failure. Prior to sys, Canadians 
suffered by the sucking ote system, and it was not il thooe 
Principles advocated by Me. McKee were putin operation that 
political ation was directed to more liberal and” democratic 
‘measures, Whether this may have caused our present prom 
igressiveness of pot, itis certain that subsequent £0 introduting 
‘municipal legislation, io 1831, oar development has been sich at 
never was previously experienced in this county. Another fact, 
remains tobe sated, that to reich man's highest manhood 
{ou must place him ina position of responsibilty. Without the 
Franchise he i machine; with it he ia living factor in haran 
progress. The Municipal Act placed on men the responsibility of 
felfgoverament, malcigg an appeal to thelr mantood which has 
Culminated in such an advance in Ay years that we view it with 
wonder and amazement, 

‘On the ged day of January, 1842, the fst town meeting was 
held, at the house of Wiliam Leo, in which Logan took, part, 
having been joined to Hibbert and: McKillop fr manicipal pur 
poses dering the previous year. At this meeting. a contest for 
founcillr, Between Messrs. Joba Hicks and. Archibald Dickson, 
took place. A poll having been demanded, and taken forthwith, 
the chairman declared’ Mes Dikicn to have a majority of votes 

No alteration was_made in their acrangement,, and these 
townships remained as one electoral district until 184," During 
that year a separation tok place, and the frst mecting was eld 
for Lagan in 1845. AE this nesting Me. John Hicks was elected 
Aisteit councilor, and Mr Peter Shean township cles In 1846 
meeting Was held at Mitchell, inthe house of Me. John Hicks, 
and “by virtue of & warrant under the hands of Thomas Mercer 
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Joues and J. €.W, Daly, two of Her Majesty's justices of the 
peace, for the purpose of electing offers for the curent year, 

Mr John Hicks took the chain, Mr Peter Shean was again 
lected erke Me, Thomas Freeman was chosen asessor, and 
Mr. Edward Prindevile ollctor, The town wardens: Samtel 
Grimes, ‘Thomas Hill, and William Boles Eight pathmastes 
frereclcted = Thomas Hill, Willam Atkins, John Hicks, Joba 
Robb, James Shean, Willan Shean, Eaward Lynch, and Patrick 
Collins. The frst poundkespers were John Pierce, William Gil 
trap, and John. McWhinney.” Fenceviewees: Arthue Murphy 
“Thomas Hilly Henry Camden, and Francis Siver. On the fh 
day of January, 4847, the town mesting was beld st the house of 
Joh Hicks, when Peter Shean was chosen clerk; Joh Hicks, 
Enq) councilor Thomas Freeman, assessor Arthur Murphy 
‘allecor, and Samusl Grimes, Willams Atkins, and John Hugo, 
trardens, In the elestions for pathmaste at this meeting appears 
Tor the fest time the name of ene of Perth's grand old pioneers, 
Mr. "Tom Coveney, who began a municipal career extendiog over 
go years, During this period Me, Coveney led every office in 
municipal government, ffom that position to which he was now 
Sppointed, fo the highest-—as warden of the county. At this 
reting was submitted the fist statement of accounts for Logan, 
as follows 











gaa 
Balanse on hand rom 1845 135 a 
Petrie oka 
Paid Wiliam Sheu, by order of John Hicks, 132 
George Byers, by order of John Hicks, 7 13-20 15 9 
Balance on and 3338 


Audited and found corret, by TB. Woodrut, auditor 


(Om the ged day of January, 1898, the freeholdere and house 
holders met at the house of Joba Hicks, Mitchell, Mr. Peter 


Sean ta th’ Gir, (Mr Shean was again elected lee Me, 
Thomas Freeman, assessor, and Mr- Arter Morphy, cllectr. 

At Mitchell, on the Rest day of January, 1849, was held in the 
school howse the annual mesting of frechaldem™ and householders 
of Logaa, Me. John Hicks in the chr. Peter Shean was agaia 
‘hosen clerk; Thos. Freeman, assessor, and A. Murphy, collet. 
‘Town wardens were John Humberton, Thomas Hil, aod Heary 
Camden. This meeing closed the system of munisipal gover 
rent inteoduced by the Act of 18, and 1830 brought ia-a new 
sand more comprehensive method, productive of much good to the 
people of Canada, and which, with «few unimportant amendatents, 
ll remus. 

The fst meeting of the municipal council of the wnited ton 
ships of Logan, Wallace, and Elm which, at that period and 
tint 1857 were under one menicipal orerament, wa held atthe 
John Hicks, who was chosen reeve, and Meswa: Robert Chriatn 
Patrick Colin, Edward Prindevile, and Wiliam Bul, councillor 
With a duc egard to those responsititis they bad assumed, the 
council fearful no doubt of commiting themaalves to a course of 
aston not clearly legal, passed a matin, “That if aay of our 
Transactions at this mesting be out of odor that we may revise 
them at oar sent mesting of the council.” Carried unanimously 
At a meeting in Febeuaey, Peter Sheto was appointed clerk 
Robert Byers, assessor; Thomas. Freeman, collector auitrs, 
‘Tom Coveney and Thomas Matheson. Atm ater period Mr 
Edward Groonsies was sppointed treasurer, Tt was decided also 
that a seal should he procured, “bout the siz of Dish 
shiling, bearing the arm of Logan, emblazoned with a yew eee 
and arrose." A ressation was also passed infeting 2 penalty of 
‘ot les than te slings om any counelor who may absent his 
Sif rom the board without yood and slicient reason. Im March 
Me. Shean was succeeded in the ofce of clerk by Mr. Robert 
Cana; and Be, Byers, the assessor, by Me. Henry Camden 
‘The counel, having appointed officers, proceeded to Ax their 
salaries +-Clere £6, 108 (with «saving clause that his services 
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should be reconsidered at the close ofthe year); astenor, £ on 
every £100 of assessed value; teasure, £2, ton per ann; 
fuditors, ss. each por day surveyor, rox per day; solector, 473 
Siperinteadent of ection, £1 for each school councilor, 
tach, ss: por day. Rev, Charles Fletcher, superintendent forthe 
United Counties, war retsined in that position. On June sth, 
185, was passed a by-law lvping £32 108. on all tae pro- 
ery in Mitchell school section, to pay tacher’ salary and lid 

In 854 Logan made provision for « public library, 























evening i the discharge of his offal duties. This insiiton 
tras ot successfl, To render its benefits convenient tall it 
‘was ultimately place ia four divisions. Mrs. Biles was appointed 
Tirarian i the fist division, Mes. Coveney in No. 2, Mew. Horn 
brook in No. 3, and Mrs, Cana in No, 4. Compensation granted 
tothe oficial for performance of thst duties was Lt 5 Pet 








rant and ie 
bred peopl to sacer at the educational acquirements of ur old 


TE hasbeen 8 custom in too many instances fo 





Flees, Ii Lagan, seven ont of Been Ofices signed toer 
names withthe orthodox ‘his + mark", they were neither better 
for worde thin many old aetilers inthis Country. "Want of educa 
tion was ther misfortune, That i id not inpose insuperable 
diffcultes in the work they had to do i evident frm what they 
accomplished. That they felt its want i evinced By thee condct, 
in providing Hivaries for those who could read. If thee ne 

ours became more inteligent by these means they would gain 
hy thsie acqurements. Their deste for education was further 
«xemplied in building schoos for taining their children ad in 
that noble pride with which they marked the success of some one 
‘who had aid the foundation of bis edscation in the ol og school 








From 18as to 1856 no important acts were passed. Counell 


duties (0 appointing officers, making culverts, 











regulating statute labour, and maleing such improvements on 
highways as were necessary under the conditions obtaining ia 
41 new coustey. Meantime Mitchell had become a town of it 
prance, and the shipping pot, not aly for Logan, but also of 
Elma and Wallace, Te was not for miny years subsequent to 
1836 that railway conveniences wore extended to those back towne 
ships by constructing the southern extension of the W., G. 
B. Raliway to Atwood. Products from that hack country, there 
fore, passed down the centre road of Lagan, creating an snmense 
tafe. Small geants of county funds were made from time to 
{ime and appropriated to the repr and maintenance of this road, 
but these were so inconsiderable ia proportion to the work 
Fequired to be done that vey litle perceptible improvement was 
made. Io. May, #836, the council tool into consideration the 
‘question of pansing a by-law to borrow £11,000 for improvement 
And consteuction of a gravel road extending Irom Mitchell north. 
ward through Logan and Elm, al for innprovemente of igh= 
ways in thse townships genecally. According to the preamble 
ofthis by-law, Logan, Elma, and Wallace had total assessment 
in 1855 of £105,267, o 8421058, about onefth the assessed 
value of each at the present day. Although Wallace is included 
in thie by-law, it doesnot appear that any appropriation was made 
in her interest, Hitherto this township had contributed very tle 
tthe nances of the uated municipalities, and the assessors in 
2854 were instrasted not to assess anvurveyed Tanda that towne 
ship. If this bylaw was not retroactive, i was strongly prospec: 
{ve and mast have been based on unbounded confidence in the 
Futuee prosperty of those sections aisted by its provisions. Tht 
a loan Was rained ona total value of £105,267, which, atthe eed 
[of twenty years (the time specied in the by-law) would require 
{£24,200 (or Sioo,cco) to discharge the obligations it entailed on 
the poople, indicated a confidence and a determination that they 
would succeed, which is truly surprising, Tt was pasted, however, 
tnd on August 3oth, 1856, Logan became responsible for her fst 
‘debt. To give effec 0 this act the council proceeded in its fst 
feat work, constructing the Logan Gravel Road, which wat 
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nearly completed ia 857, Building this road was grest boon, 
not only 9 Logas, but to Elma alo, in supplying a highway 
ver which people wote enabled to move produce to market at all 
easons ofthe year. ‘The lowest tener for this contract was that 
of Mr- A. A. Clothier (who became associated with T. Mz Daly), 
mounting to £8,930, t0 whom it was awarded. When the rad 
Was lly completed a further claim for extras was submitted. by 





the contractors, amounting 
the board 

Ta December, also of thi year, » petition was presented by 
Mitchell people praying that @ centas he taken with 8 view 10 
incorporation Subsequent t0 this incorporation, which wns made 


to about goo, which was allowed by 


pales Ito be 
ssramed by cach, Logan submitted a demand for £2,300 a8 an 
title adjustment. "To this claim Messrs, Matheson and Hicks, 
tho acted for Mitchell, demure. They asked that, preparatory 
to setlement a fll statement of claims be lid before, them 
Lagan in ture objected, and asked for arbtcation, Mitchell's 
representatives pointed oat that in thir pinion £97, 165, 98 
would be a ir and equitable adjustment which they were’ pre 
pared to pay. Neg ik 
further discussion on a question where hth parties were decidedly 

















part in their views, An amicable setllement was uliately 
Feached) by Logat assuming the lablity for completing. the 
{Logan cond, ‘This amounted to £1,625, Iewas lurther decided 
that this agresment should be rated by bath parties, Mitchell 
paying the township £125 as her share of deb on that portion 

Ts November another bylaw was passed authorising « further 
iasue of debentures for £1,250 to complete the road last loan 
for gravel road improvement. In January, 1858, to tll gates 
swore erected, No, 1 near Mitchell, and No. 2 short distance 
orth of Hage 
several years at those 
council for thee rem 





‘shots, st Bornbslm. Tolls were collected for 








I. In 4868 Mr. D. D, Hay prevented 
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report recommending the covnty to assume all gravel rods, and 
Fomove the gates. “These recommendations were accepted by the 
‘ounty, and the gates removed, "The county council afterwards 
‘ivered iat ofthese rcs by placing them ander the contol of 
he areniipaite, hire iy te combi ere sac 

‘We may he permitted ton, before tng leave ofthis sect 
that placiog toll gates on public romds wx tnpopular from their 
inception. A direct impost ofthis kind wax notin harmony with 
the festings of democratic Canaians. The experience of this 
township with oll gates was of pece with all ether sections of 
this county. A tax demanded over five miles, for traveling rad 
rade by their own money, was conteibuted grudgingly by the 
people, This tax never exceeded $2,000 per annum, which might 
have been fakes fom the general fund. ‘The gates were sold by 
suction each year to the highest bidder. Competition induced frm 
Strangers higher prices than could be aforded with any margin of 
rot for their Iatour as collectors. The lessce frequently could 
fot discharge his obligations, and the count had revourse 10 his 
‘mei aay a pnt meer te aig 1 ip 
This highway was, therefore leased to Me. S, Hornbrook for 
1,001 per annum, wo was to keep it in repair, and collect chose 
rates imposed or authorized by the coun. ‘This plan opened 
every avenue for discontent and itgation, However saisactory 
the roadway may have been while it remained under municipal 
contol t became in wretched condition in « surprisingly short 
period ater it passes into the hands of Bf. Hoenibrook, soit was 
leged. At the temination of one year complaints were loud and 
sep, and extreme measures were threatened unless fe was paced 
in good repair. The lessee pointed out that there war no suse 
Se compla the igheay Beng imac eter coin than 
Aloutediy have resulted had not the county council solved the 
problem. This body. proposed to buy the road, offering therelor 














‘Stojoan, The council could not see their way clear &o disposing 
fof piece of property that would actually comt no les than 
Stoojoo0 before the debt wae liquidated, and of which sum at 
least S3o,000 was stil due. Wise counsels, however, prevailed, 
find. it was sok This agreement made with the county 
‘forded aa excelent opportunity for Me. Horibrook to retaliate 
fon the council His leave had not expire, and he was, terafore 
Stited to some consideration for cancellation of ib contrac. 
He asked 8jg0., The council considered this such an exorbitant 
demand tht they would not even consent to negotiate, A sete 
tment had to be made, and the matter Was referred to arbiteation 
(ble. DD. Hay being one ofthe cout), and subsequently disposed 
of in a manner satisfactory to all parties, This did not end the 
{gravel road question in Logan, When the county council assumed 
the toll roads, it was no doubt tended #9 restore them to the 
tmunispaliis in which they were located. This method placed 
them under the immte jurisdiction of loa! councils, who ould 
27017 statute labour in eeping them in sepae. A dood of this 
[gaa road ns, therefore, seat tthe council Sach had been 





their experience with gravel roads that if bomb! had been 
Init o0 the table € could not have eeated 





than this inocent looking document, With trepidation and fear 
the council pased a motion that Heir lal right, as expressed in 
this document, should be returned from whence it came. Having 
Aisposed of this important allie, they gradually resumed & 
demeanor of grand and digaifed cepose. This action of the 
‘county council removed gravel road questions from municipalities, 
fd the wisdom which Drought about these revs is appreciated 
by every zatepayer in this county to-do. 

gp Was 4 Ga and plomay owe Sor Lahn, 38: na foe all 
sections ofthis county. A fale of erp in the season previous 
Trought reat hardships to many = straggling and. deserving 
family. A creunatance ofthis Kind now docs sot seriously isjure 








1 progressive farmer. Forty years ago it was very ailereat, 


‘When the balance constantly wavered between succes and ice 
triewabe disaster, the beam was easily turned in that direction 
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hich rendered vain all effort to restore i tots wonted level. In 
this township 170 applications (or one in every thre of setters) 
was sent infor rele from the Tund opened by the county cous 
‘Who cas tell the mitery and patent sullering in thowe lonely 
stuantes, even at that Inte day, amongst our old poosers? Ah! 
Yea} who can tl? God only Imows 

Concltions in Logan at thi period ware such ss might have 
caused uneasiness ia her peblie men. She had incurred heavy 
Tables in constructing gravel ads, which would requite years 
to iquidate. A faire of erops ia 1858 nd placed one-third of 
her farmers as recipients of reli. Those great swamps where 
sil enproductive, except in malarial diseases. Notwithstanding 
ose difialies she stil retained confidence in ultimate success 
To this feeling we mist attribute that sygressivences which has 
ought about such great results as are now found jn this 
township. Te required some years to ple her pioneers in sich 
conditions 1s warranted any farther outlay. and excepting x new 
town hall, erected in 1869, none were incurred 

In 1880 it was determined to inaugurate a system of dexinage, 
hich has been productive of great snd lasting good, By adopt” 
ing this policy thousands of atrex have been rendered productive 
which were once considered as. Beyond reclamation, If lage 
sum have been spent for this purpose no better investment could 
have Been made, A largely inereaed srsersment roll proof of 
this result. A foan of $12,489 Was, therefore, obtsined a test, 
of this new scheme, A frst effort was singularly effective 
Farther sums were obtwined, until total of Syo000 has boon 
invested, electing marvellous improvement. Its not a matter 
of historical value where ad how this amoust has been expended 
It is enough to know that every acre in Lagan is now, or soon 
veil be avilable for agricultural purposes. 

By rfering to the auditors report of 19, liabilities for dean 
age amount to 83,120, with an expenditure during that year of 
$2,660. The total receipts set forth by this suit amount to 
$28,810, a very large sum, indeed; of which $17,284 was exsed 


























by taxation, ‘There is stil portion of improved land, which 
iy asensed at $16,650. A all rural municipalities, population 
in this tomaship has decreased, being at preset 2807, 

Schoo! buildings being of recent construction, are equal to any 
fn Perth County. As in other townships, Logan coupcil has had 
1 constant source of annoyance informing, altering and extending 
School sections, Present arraggements are a division into ten 
Sisteicts, with several unions an one separate schoo! 

‘While the people have not ven characterized by strong temper- 
ance prclvites this township never bad more than four hotels, 
nt present only two. In every section ow are evidences of 
‘wealth and comfort and her people seem refined, contented, and 
happy. with high standard of morality, and a laudable reverence 
for the sacred principles of Christianity So distinctive everywhere 
in Perth County 

‘We submit sist of public mea and their peiods of service rom 

Rocca —18so, Jobn Hicks 1851 Won. Rath 1852, John C 
Smith: 18553, Robert Chrisie 1896-7, Thos. Mathesoo ; 1858, 
Robert Jones: 1855-51, Alexander Campbell; 1862-79, R. Jones 
188, Tom Coveney 7 #8819, R. Jones ; t8y2-s, T. Coveney 
1896, Jol Benneweis; ngp-1901, Wr. McKensie; 1902) John 
Radoiph. 

“Deputi-Recves.—t863, Henry Motel (rst deputy): 1854 
Js, Murray 1866-9, Robert Reyer 8704, Won Ett: 18756, 
Wan. Thompson 1877-8, R. Keyens 1870, Philip Siebert; 188, 
George Rock; 1881-2) Alex, Stewart; 2883, John Linton 1885, 
Francis Jacobs; 885, Jax, Woods; #885, Goonge Adams; 1887, 
Stephen f Hickey? 1888-9, Tom Coveney 1899, R. Keyes 
tira, Gustave Eisler; 1895, John Francis; 1853, John Rite; 
19505, Thos. Reidy 1857-8, J. Francs 

Councils —i850, Edward Prindavills, Won. Ball; Robert 
Chine, Pasick Callios; 1851, Jas Carpenter, Thos. Alcock, 
Richard Hil P. Collins; 182, Olive MeArthur, Ro Hil BL 
Prindevile, Jas, Carpenter; 185334, T, Colin, Thos. Matheson, 
J. Hicks, W. Sovthy 1855, J. Hicks, Thos. Matheson, P. Colin 
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Jos, Campbell; 1836, J. Hicks, R. Christie, John Henry, P. 
Collins: 1857, P. Coline, Peter Shean, R. Christie, J. Hoary 
1858, Alex. Campbell, P- Collins, J. Henry, Zachariah Eig 
soni 1855, P. Collins, John Wade, Alex. Parsee, Won, Roby 
1800-1, Robert Jones, P. Collis, A. Purser, Wr, Robb; 186 
Mex. Purser, H. Metcalf, Samuel Homibrovk, David: Oughton 
1805, A. Purser, S. Horaibrook, Win, Robb; +84, 8, Homi 
brook, Henry Kenoke, Christian Saakell; 1855, C. Sankey 
Keyes, H, Metall; 1836, Wan. Robb, J. Wade, G- Rock + 1309, 
G. Rock, Jas. Edwards, P- Shean’ 18889 G. Rock Alec 
Stewart, ‘Win, tly; 1870, A. Stewart, Won, Thompson 
Rock; 1873, G. Rock, A. Stewart, P. Shean’ 1872, G Rock 
Wn, Thompson, Wn. Robb; 1873, Wn Robb, Wen Thompson, 
Alex. Stewart; 1873, Ales. Stewart, G, Rock, Arthur Stovere 

1875, Wo. McLagan, G. Rock, John Hagerty 1876, G. Rocks 
J. Hagarty, Philp Sibert; 1877, Alex, Stewart, Wor’ McLagan 
Philip Sibert; 1878, Wm. McLagan, Gy Rock, J. Frances 
1873, Wn. McLagan, G. Rocky Alex. Stewart | 1880, Py 
Sieber, Adam Cook, R. Keyes 18, R. Keyes, J. Liston, 
Win, Smith 1882, R. Keyes, J. Linton, Win. Bryne} 188s: R 
Keyes, Wm. Beyne, J. France; 188s, Jas, Wood. George Adam, 
Stephen Nicholson 1885, Francis Jacob, S, Nicholson, 6. Adomy 
1855, Jas. Woods, Stephen F. Hickey, Chas. Querrengester 

has. Querrengesser, G. Adam, Henry Tubs; 1888, G 

Adam, R. Keyes, Win Bauer 1885, R. Keyes, Win. Bauer 
Gustave Eisler; 1840, Jas. Wood, G. Eisler, Win, Bauer ; 1890, 
Wo. Smith, Wa, Bauer, Thos. Reidy tye, Wm. 8. Smith 

Thos. Rey, J. Francia; 1893, Thos. Reidy, Joha Ritz, Lows 
Beckes 189}. Thos. Reidy, L, Becker, Win, Hatvey' 1Bog, 
Wn, MeKenzi, J. Ritz, Wm. S. Smith 1895, Win, Meena 

I Ritz, J. Francis; 1899, RA. MeLagan, Wan. 8. Smith Johe 
Rudolph; 1898, Win. S. Smith, J. Rudolph, Pattick: Bohan s 
8 J. Francis, J. Rudolph, P. Botan, Win. 8. Smith; sooo, 
J, Rudolph, Win. Thompson, Jas. Moat, P. Bohan ; 0s, Js, 

Mofiatt, P. Bohan, J. Rit, TA. Wood, 

Gierds—1850, Robert Casa, 1853-2, William Bell; 18558, 8. 
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Cana; 1855566, Wr. Smith; +857-76, Tom Coveney 1877-8, 
Win Featherstone; 896-1902, Francis Jacob. 

Freanrons 18506, & Greensides (erigned), E- J. Woods ; 
s8gy, Thow. Matheson} #858, Rebert Christie 18595 Thos, Hil 
EE aco, Won, Smith 1851-2, Thos. M. Murray; 1863-76, 
Tos, Leguatt + 1873-6, Thos. Pascoe; 1897-0, Wiliam Squire 
tooo, TM. Linton, 

“tacjowe—s8go, Henry Camden, We. Carter; 18st, Thos 
iitersony 1852 Patrok Collins 1853, Joseph Kiterson 5 1854, 
Jas Campbell; 1835, Wm. Smith; 1856, Jas. Campbells 1857 
Jha Horbrookj 855, Joba ATkins; 1860-2, Thos, Leeaatt 
‘Gorey, John Parsee; 1855, Thos. Eliot; 1866, Tom Coveney : 
1859,'Wm, Thompson ; 1868-9, John Duy, Henry Mord; 
tspera, Jeremiah Rogan; 1875, Joba Dwyre 1874, J- Regan 
Taye, how Eliott; 1876, Aloe. Stewarts 1877, J. Rega: 1878, 
Wn, Pendergrass 1875, Win, Thompson; 1880, Wr. C. Smith; 
Testa, 7 Regan 184) We McLagan ; 1885, J- Regan 1886, 
J Deby 1887-8, J. Regan 18.90, J. Dwyre 1801, R. J 
Bares toe, J. Duyre; 1897, R. Je Baer; 898-1992, S.J. Swine 
are. 

Colectors —1850, Thos, Freeman 183105, Pater Shean s 1856, 
Jon Kiteron; 1857, Edward Prndevil; 1858, Joho Henry, #1 
qeeo-6n Joba Kenney; 1863-3, John Hornbrook 1863-71, Arthur 
‘Stcwart; 1872, Michasl Collins; 1873, Jeremiah Regan 1874, 
Thon Eliott; 187546, John Wade; 1877, Stephen Hickey: 1878, 
Frais Jaco 18q9, 8: Hickey 188, F- Jacob; 1881-5, Arthur 
Stewart, 1886-96, Wine Basifeld; 897-1902, Thos. Rey 

Sutra 1 8gent, Tom Coveney, Thos, Matheson; 1852, Thos 
Matheson, Wa. Matheson; 1853) Alex: Christie, Adam Mulhot 
Tund. 18gq, Tom Coveney, John Cumberland; 1855-6, Tom 
Coveney, John C. Smith; 1857, Alex. Campbell J. C. Smiths 
ag8, Win Robb, Jp G- Smith; 1839, Tom Coveney, Jas Pind 
ey 1860, Re Christe, Joho Quinsey; 1861, R. Christie RJ 
Brith; 1862, Tom Coveney, J. Quinsey; 1853, Jas. Wilson, Wes 
Stewart 1864, Jas: Wilson, Won. Prindevile; 1855, Tom Coveney, 
Won, Robb; 1855, Jos. Wilson, J Quinsey: 1867, Jas. Wilson, J 


























‘Aikens; 1868, J. Quiasey, J. Kenneys 1869, J. Smith J. Quinseys 
jor J.C. Smith, Jas. Bradevile: xy, Jas. Wilson, J- Wade; 

J. Wado, J. Waugh 1874, Francis Jacob, Richard Sarvs 

F, Jacob, Js. Prindeville; 1876, J. Waugh, Richard Sarvist 

F. Jacob, Thos, Pascoe; 1878, J. Aikens, Peter Shean; 1875 
Louis Pushelbiry. Ws S. Smith; 1886, L. Pashelbury, J. Prinde 
ville; 881-, L. Pushelory, Peter Campbels 88), J. Waugh, 
Poshelburys 9885-7, L- Puselbary, T. Campbell 888-9, T. Camp 
ball, W. S. Smithy 1Bo9-2, L. Pashelbury, T. Campbell; t8oa-4, 
John Rudolph, J. Aikens: 1895, J. Rudolph, Chas. C. Rock 
1807, J+ Aikens, Wi, Rock; 1898, Marvin Leake, T. W. Pathe 
bury 1895, M. Leake, C. C. Rock 1990, T. W. Pushelbury, Mi 
Leake; 1901, 7. W. Pushelbury, M. Leake} 1992, 2 C. Rock, 
Marvin Lal 














CHAPTER XX, 


lma, the largest township in Perth County, was named in 
honour of Lady Elma, a daughter of Lord Elgin, who was at 
fone period Licutenant-Governor of Upper and Lower Canada. it 
fs murveyed in a848 by Mr James W. Hridgland, but oot 
Noproved by the Governinent sil 1853, when, on a report made by 
Me. Joh Geant, P.LS., i was enter for sale in 185), AM 
that portion comprising fom the fst tothe tenth concessions was 
et apart aw school lands. This section amounted t9 about 40,000 
scree The balance ofthe township wa held simply as Crown 

la is now considered one of the best towaships in this 
county, although for many years its aspect to an ordinary settler 








fas aot encouraging. Neasly everythere ii an unbroken lve 
ange portion i not even undolating. Ta no portion does is 
Surtace rine to such a heighth as, by the most reckless application 
Sf terms cowl! be denominated hill. Somewhat less than Hy 
Seats age it was considered an ireclaoable swamp. Here, a8 








ener sections of our county, pioneer hands have triumphed over 
Garore removing all obstacles 9 success.” Splendid farm build 
Tage aces, good roads, and good schools, are trophies of thet 
whiting percreraace and skil. A system of drainage has been 





Soagurated which has transformed Els, rendering every acre 
valle for agriculture. Ie san established fact, well known (0 
‘Canadian farmer, that swan land, when such vegetable matter 
Shas nectmulated on Hts srface has been romoved by fre oF 
fthervise and. propery drained, affords a soil inexhaustible in 
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fertity. OF this character is large portion of Elma. Lands in 
the townships south of the Huron road produce ia proportion 
to theie manusal support, while ands in this municipal wil 
retin thee fertlity for a indefinite period without those sti 
Iantsnecensary on heavy clays 

Evidences are yet noticeable of eftly settlement on many high: 
ways, in the remains of old crostways, These corduroy roads 
had teen constructed by the laborious efforts of old setts a8 
means of traversing the swamps which abounded ererywhere 
As sometimes happens in lve lands, road materials fly pleat 
fal, This has Jed to rapid ienprovement fa roadways, which are 
not inferioe to the average highway in Perth Cousty. "The 
system of agrcutare pursued by the people of Elia was one 
‘Mmirably adapted to their condition and the nature of thelr lan 
In 1868 Mr. D. D. Hay established private cheese factory, with 
thity cows. AC this period, also, Hon. Thomas Ballantyne had 
introduced co-operative dairying into this county, at Black Crece, 
teat Stratford In 1868 Me. A. J. Collins, now of Listowel, whe 
vas owner of lot 15, concesion 6, called « mesting preparatory to 
stablshing a factors. Ia the ensuing your Mr. Kobert Cleland 
sod Mr, Robert Turabul opened other factories. The success 
Attending their efforts inspired ethers. Co-operative factories 
were so0n opened at Moakten, Elma, Elma Bank, and Newry. 
In shot time this township was contibating to fen or eleven 

Tense quantities of cheese were being now tured cut, and 
‘over 600 tons por annum were annually exported, realising Very 
lange sums forthe patrons who supported them. 

{i 1gor the pret of nin factories in this township amounted 
to ahost goo tons. The market value ofthese goods at an average 
Brive of 9 cents per Ib. would realize to the people of Ele over 
Stto,o00 for this department of farm products alone. This is 
fectiny a very lange sum. Duving the fst thirty years, since 
the inception ofthis system, Elma has made marvelous progress, 
The vast amounts received for cheese have enabled the people to 
arry out inpeovements in drainage and road making which 
































would have been imposible under other conditions. Asa natural 
Tenult property has advanced in valve, In her fine farm houses 
Comfort ands indeed, ry wil be found. 1 her sll now pro 
‘ductive in any branch of frm industry it must not be forgotten 
that ie has cost a large expenditure of money to make itso. 1 
lam imprescd withthe feling that no settlers had greater difleu!= 
fies tocomtcnd with than thow in Elma, and none have been more 
Steveuful, This mast be atributed o their abiding faith in and 
Constant watehfulness over the day cow. Whatever may be the 
future of this industry, Elma is now fo @ postion to adopt any 
fyntem of agriculture,” Dairying has laid the foundation of sue 
eas ad prosperity will ow depend onthe ability of her people to 
‘inca superstructure of progress by adapting themselves to those 
‘ecular exigencies arising im ther calling. There is no township 
Be thi county, or I_may say in Ontario, whete such splendid 
Teaulta have been obtained in daring a are tobe found in Elma 
‘Thore fs a debt of gratitude owing to those pioneers who into 
duced and watched over an interest of such inalelable import 
ve to our agrielture as that of diring. We are proud in our 
humble ray to add our testimony, and record those names who 
hve contributed so much to furthering this great industry forthe 
fadvancement of our farmers, In Newey factory a class of goods 
thus hoon produced that atthe World's Exhibition has boone ay 
the top from all competitors for superior excellence. This 
fstablshment fs manipulated By the Morrison family, od pioneet 
Hock. Ar to the number of awards made to this factory and thee 
atuein money Lam unable to say. At the Indian and Colonial 
Exhibition, London, England, several medals were obtained, in 
lading aver, bronze, and’ gold medals. At the Industral 
‘Toronto; Western, London World's Fair, Chicago (where 
Canada had the proud distinction of eaeryng away to her conces 
Son tines twosthirds ofthe whole awards for dairy products), and 
ft the PancAmercan, in Buffalo, Elma caried away the highest 
Ihonowrs; wold medals being awarded to Newry factory. The 
Invention of the Babcock tester, which has to some extent rev0- 
Totionized our dry system inthis country, by introducing # plan 




















‘of payment by results, oF forthe amount of ft contained ia the 
triginal product, Elma factory was fst to introduce. Every new 
cut has been promptly investigated by the managers of those 
Factories, and, whore real improvements could be gained, was as 
promptly adopted. Eteral watehfulnes and eager adaptation 
fre always a means of succes. This fculty, combined with 
those extraneous conditions existing in this township for pro- 
ducing high class goods, has made dairying a success.” While it 
would be impossible for a historian to point out in thie fadustry 
{lI ore who have contributed to its advancement, such names a8 
Hon. Thomas Ballantyne, D. D. Has, A. J. Calis (who estab- 
lished the frst factory), Robert Csland, Robert Turnbull, und the 
Morrisons are indelibly written on the historic page of Elma’s 
dairy histor In a township whose natural condition was such 
st swamps in any parts of hp mania fer the inher 
the cow found such grasses a8 gave s generous performance at 
the pail. This, with those doctrines preached everywhere and oa 
ail occasions by Me. Ballantyne, soom taken up by her day 
‘men, produced the best results 

Settlement ia Elma bogan in 1848 bythe arcval of Me. George 
Code, although even he was, itis sid, ilted through the woods 
by a “squatter,” nied Tennant. Be that sit may, Me, Code 
applied for and reeived a grant of goo acres of land fom Govern 
tment, buildings saw mill et what wae supposed at tht tine 
Mould be a commercial centre. A town plot was Iaid out and 
ame Trowbridge but, ike many other speculations ofthis kind 
ie maintained its future existence only om paper. Ax making 
‘may for commercial greainess, Mrs Code openel a road through 
the woods on the westside of the stream, pasting Jackson's and 
Twamleys, through what is now Listowel, and north to Wallace- 
ville,” Al this was Hkely to occur, but it mast have been several 
years subsequent to Mr. Code's arrival. ‘Me. Twamley did not 
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reach Elma dll 1850, and Wallaceville did sot exist on paper 
tren tll some yoaes Inter. Apare from those who entered this 
ownship through Mornington, which was @ small number come 
povatively, the largest portion of Elam pioneers came from the 
South. Whats known as the Logaa road was opened previous 
fea survey being made in Ena, and was a pathway by which 
this wew country could be reached more easily than by any other 
foute. Amongst the eld setlers wore Bingham Brothers, Robert 
fd Wiliams the Gibson fail, seting in northwest. John and 
Samuel Ritchie were also eatly setlers. In the east we have 
Hamilton, Boyd, Cogllin, Graham, and Lowy. In the centre, 
fast near Donegal, the Buchanans settled at x very early day 
Elna township has 8 mixed popilation, Scotch in some sections 








From some inexplicable reaton this municipality appears to have 
teen indiferenty treated by the Government in regard to a share 
oftheir improvement fond. On all Government lands sold 37 
eats per acte and on all achool lands so cents por acre were 10 be 
Teturned to the municipality as an improvement fond. These 
frvengements were made and fury well earred out in Wallace, 





bai in 1801 the Government, for some reakon, appeared to rep 
fiate this obligation to Elst altogether. ‘The public men of that 
period, partcnasly D. D. Hayy after years of almost hopeless 
aerfonysecceeded though a committee of Parliament in obtain 
ing is restoration, This continued only fora short period, when 
poymests were again allowed, to lac. Mr, Robert Cleland, 
Feeve of Elma, was fitful to the trast placed in him at that time, 
‘nd was instrumental in obtaining a settlement, which has bees 
‘ered out bythe Goversment 

Paneer operations were rapidly fllowed by those ral indus- 
ties which enabled the seller more conveniently to prosecute hie 
falling, Villages soon sprang up ss if by magic, ‘The most 
important business centre ia this township was lat to be founded, 





fand did not come into existence ti subsequent to constracting” 


the southern extension of the W., G. & B. Ratlway, in 1875 
“This place snow known as Atwood.” About 1830 Charles Coulter 
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located in Elma, where he afterwards opened a post ofc, named 
Newry, in which he was postmaster til 15." During tat year 
Daniel Falconer built a general store in Newry, and wes falloved 
by Thomas Fullarion. “A hotel was erscted in 1836, anda 
backomith shop by John Morrison. Newry for sever! years wns 
1 prosperous village, being centrally located equidistant om 
Listowel and Monktoa. In. 1875 the W., G. & B. Railway was 
brit, and the frst locomotive whistle oa thin rond sesmed to 
sound Tike death-knell to fature prosperity in Newry. Abost 
half mile north ofthe village a station was erected, which wos 
Known as Newry Station. Another post uffes was also opened, 
known also by that same. This led fo confsion fa all ater 
and i was determined 19 adopt a new ame. Tn I8s a leg 
avers had been erected by one Wiliam Blais. ‘This hows af 
public entertuinment apd its environs were knows as Elma Centr 
Newry station soon outsteipped its sister villages in commercial 
‘importance, and to remove those postal inconveniences in sonnee 
tion with names a change had €9 be made. A public mecting was 
«alle, ad several names suggested ; amongst others were Lady, 
bank, Dusedi, and Renwick all quite eupbonious. Mr, Renwich 
was the apostle of Preshyterianism in this section, and hie 
relgionists were desirous of honouring bim through te nanse af 
this new town. The other names Brought forward are quite 
suggestive of ‘the aationalty of the pioneer seers in inte 
seighbourhood. “Over such a momentous question az naming 2 
new teen, discusion was animated and prolonged. Diveriy 
f opinion and persistent disputation “seemed to. threaten 
possible solution. "In tis dilemma a young lady suggested the 
fume “‘Atwood,"" which was hailed by opposing orators with 
eight, and brought to a happy and peaceful teranation this 
terrible struggle. Since that period Atwood has Become m place 
of importance, witha population of over joo souls. Severs brick 
‘locks have bron erected, and excellent sidewalls Ii for pbc 
sonvenience. “Here are also express telegraph, and. newpaper 
‘fics, good hotels, and stores of every description, whore ponds 
‘0 be obtained to satisfy the most fastidious tastes, Meanie a 























stil sa mil, flax oily and planing ill have been erected 
ving employment to a lage number of men. There is also a 
Rcxory where washing machines, tanks, ad screen doors are 
manufactured, with other small woodenware 
‘No history ofthis progressive vilage would be complete with- 
cut special mention ofits spaciows privat residences, These are 
Sra high elas, and often equal aot superior, to hose found in 
“ied appeintments 
Tn kecing with other improvements, education has not been neg 
Tectad An excellent schoel building har been erected, where an 
‘Sesage af ors pupil attend dally for instruction. ‘Two teachers 
sre employed Bes Anderson, who is peincipa, with one female 
"Kewoud has an excellent public Hbrary of over 1 
and, He all other business centres, among its ctiens are repe 


Sider places, both as t0 architectural desi 








Ena of nearly. all the Benevolent societies, In numerous 
FRatances doing a great work forthe amelioration ofthe people 
‘On January 17th, 189o, was inmued te fist copy of the Ala 
‘Bee, by RS. Pelton, This paper, rough the energy and ability 
‘tite proprietor, has been a great success. It is most creditable 
fo Mit Paton that fn ts columns ffm time to time ean be! found 
wsauliy valuable hstrieal record of «large section ofthis county. 





From t small begining the Bee io 190t, was removed ito a new 
Trick building, Rly equipped ax a. fest-class prining-ofice. 
During 1gor the present editor and propritor, Me. Anderson, 
ame Tato possession of the Bee, Me- Pelton having sold and 
“Tired a forge business in another seston 

Monktoa, situated partly ia Logan but largely in Elma, owes 
itv ongin tothe construction of the Logan gravel road, 19 1857 
MecTEM. Daly, who was contractor on the highoray, erected @ 
Bscksnth shop the Brat building in Monkton. With Mr. Daly 
eer was # Joung maa named Duasipere, now Dr. Dussinrey 
StStatord, who erected store. Almost simultancowsly sprang 
Gp twe hotels one fn Logen the other in Bima. During 1857 4 
seit was bull by Mee Winstanley, who had obtained a grant 
srttoce acres in 183g in aid of this project. At this ime also 
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arrived James McKenzie, who opened a post office. A number of 
settlers were now gathered around ths new village, amongst 
Whom were the families of Dubbs, Stewart, Holman, Golightly, 
McKenzie, Merrill, and Reice, Meantime educational fates 
‘were demanded. The Church, through an eld pioneer preacher, 
‘was potting forth her eforts i this new Bel. In support of these 
onion, the store which had been erected by Mrz Dunsmore 
Wwas tansformed ‘fom an emporium for distbuting material 
things to a place for disseminating educational and religions re- 
swiremeats. "In 1870 another school wits erected, which in #888 





was roplaced by the present structure, On completion of the gravel 
road a stage oute Was opened from Mitchell to Newry, which i 
stil continued daily asa means of transiting mail mater 
betwen these points, In 1883 a third hotel was bal. Monkton 
atone petiod had a etch factory, two saw mills, planing mil, 
Shingle mil tannery, with several business houses. It is til a 
pretty country village, conteining an excelent hotel, some beaut 
fal residences, and good business places ‘The surrounding 
country is anexceled for agricultural purpose. 

“The vlage of Heafryn, situated. partly in Elma and partly ia 
Grey, ie a station of the W.,G, & B, Railway, and haw 4 few 





business places 
Donegal, in a splendid section of agricultural country, bat a 





store and post ofice. The frst etters near this place we 
Buchantns (seven brothers}, Lite, Mason, Hemphill, Wilson, 
Harvey and levi, 

‘Trowbridge, situated on the Maitland river, about six miles 
south-west of Listowel, we surveyed for a town plot and is the 
oldest village ia Elna. Like Poole, in Mornington, its strets 
are stil sleot and unbuilt, tis true that man proposes But the 
tigences of tades disposes, Trowbridge isan attractive litle 
village, withthe usual Business places, and a population of about 

The pioneer Methodist ministr in Elms was Rev. John Arm- 
strong, who preached in the shanties of ok eters from the 
Carest period of settlement. Following Mr. Armstrong. came 
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Rev. Me, Dyer, who was the frst minster appointed by Confer 
nce to Elna as a separate mission. The young toe was frst 
planted near Trowbridge, which in Bima has Been a probe one, 
Indeed. From Trombrige, during Mr. Dye's pastorate services 
tere held at Mr, Cade's house, at Me. Blogham’s (pow Atwood), 
Mr. Paterson's (now Carthage), Me. Hackiag’s (now Listowel 
Mr. McKee's (now Molesworth), and at Mr. Tindal’ (now Ethel} 
From these points radiated the principles of Methodism throug: 
‘out Elma So far there was nota single church in the township. 
Ta e8g8 during: Mee Hunt's pastorate, a small frame balling 
seg, an ereted at Trombeige. A great revival had been held 
iy Rev. Br. Dyer, and Kept up for several weeks in the woods, 
the fest practical result of which was the building ofthis ee 
[Another ame church was erected a few years later oo the 4th 





Concession, and removed to Trowbridge in #872. Subsequent t0 
Methodist Union in 1883 this building was sold to the Angrican 
huechy who conducted services there until 189o, when they were 
Aiscootinaed, Ta 1868 Listowsl and Wallace were detached from 
Trowbridge, and established as» separate mission, with Rev 
Nelson Brown at fest minister. Trowbridge was, therefore, 
self-supporting mission, ander Rev. Jobn Hough, until 1874, when 
Henfryn became an appointment. In 1883 farther change was 
sade, under Rev. Mrs Bray. Heafrya was atachod to Ethel, and 
Trowbridge to Atwood. "The present church in Trostridge, 
rete in 1884, atm con of 83,500, [sa handsome building. This 
Congregation it composed of over 10 members, under the pastorate 
OE Rev Mr, Bristol. These arrangements were temporary, bow 
thee, and Atwood became separate station, comprising, Donegal 
Sd the Jubilee shursh. This mission, under the eaeegetc mini 
Strations of Rev. E. A Fe, is quite progressive, with a member- 
Ship of 200 at Atwood and Go at Donegal. The Sebbath school 
tthe former has an attendance of 130 pupils, under Me. James 
Tarball; andthe latter as 75 pupils, undor Mr. Emerson 
Vipond as superiatendent 

‘The poner Sabbath school in Elma was opened by Mr. Samust 
Boyds 1830, pear Atwood. “He was superintendent, and pro 











con ‘ 
cured that same year the Gat Sunday school library. Church 
work was begun in Donegal during 1864, services being held in 
the school house untt a church was erected, The pineal peo 
totes of this congregation were the families of Vipond, Harvey, 
‘Squires, and Scott, In the Jubilee settlement services were cox. 
ducted a log schoo! house util a church was erected In 18) 
Since the union tht mission has been discontinued 





has been made for the comfort and convenience of thc pastor it 
this circuit by erecting a Brick parsonage in Atwood, at's cost, 
oF $3,000 

In 1886 an Episcopal church was organized in Atwood by Rev. 
Me Grif. Services were held inthe school house for about to 
years, when a feame edifice was constructed at a ost of about 
Jas not mereased, many members having removed to. other 
sections. “AE present there is no regular minster. A Sabbath 


School, with about 30 pupils, i conducted by the Society of 
Teadies' Ad 





Earliest eominscences regarding: Prestyterianism indiate that 
Res. Thomas McPherson, of Statfody ws the fest who eh 
‘eavoured to establish x’ congregation in Elma: Ia 1858. he 
tame to Trowbridge and preached in the Methodist church, which 
had then been completed.” At this point he failed of success He 
next directed his attention to Elma Cente, and succeeded in 
‘stablshing what is ow Atwood Presbyterian) church, "The frst 
stcrament was dispensed by Ree. Mr. MeMulln, now of Wood: 
stock, in a schoo! house on lot 24, con. 7, ow removed: Rev 
Mr. Anderson was also a pioneer minister, Revs Robert Ren 
wick was frst stationed! minister, continuing for twenty pent Ta 
"862 a fame charch was erected, and was Know as the Church 
‘of Elma Cente. Thi was lng before the wildest deeamer cer 
thought of Atwood. Me. Renwick was sucrerded by Rev. Andrew 
Henderson, who was misister of Atwood and Monkton forfour 
teen years. Since establishment these congregations have made 
reat progress having in Atwood 361 members, and in. Moakton 
Jog Rev. T. A, McLeod, M-AB:Ds, who was inducted fa 
1847, is now pastor in both Congregation, 



































[No history of Presbyterianism in Elma would be complete with- 
‘out the nate of William Lochhead, who was secretary of Atwood 
‘hurch for thin years, This man was 8 ine specimen of an old 
ploneer=—a kind, truchearied Scotchman. His loag peried of 
public service, a note of which will be found elsewhere in this 
Srork, in high tibute to Bis sterling character- He was a son of 
Which his ative county of Ayr may feel proud. The present 
cssioa at Atwood is composed. of James Diskson, John Dickson, 
‘Andrew Laidlaw, and Robert Ando. 

‘Monkton Presbyterian congregation was organized about 1858, 
and services were held in the school house untit 1865, when a 
building was erected, which is stil wed by tho congregation, The 
Session in this church ate George lags, A. Atkins, and Robert 
Smith, In both Atwood and Monkton congregations are good 
Sabbath schools, with «large attendance of pupils 

Tn Moncton i also the German Evangelical church, onganized 
fn Apes 188, by Rev. Te Ce Landsky, with membership of 
even. Daring 1890 a church was erectd of rick, ata cost of 
Sioa. This congregation has been progresive, and has at 
Present a membership of about 230 soule, onder the pastorate of 
Rev. B. Oldenburg. There isa Sabbath school, also, in connes 
tion, having an average attendance of 50 pupil 

‘With 1837 begins the municipal istry of Elma. Prior to this 
period Logan, Ela, and Wallace formed one distict for monic 
al purposes, A great influx of asters, subsequent to opening 
the Lagen road, rendered a change of government necessary, 10 
feet the requtements demanded hy a rapidly inreasing popular 
tion. Elma's frst council was composed of William Morssca, 
Joseph Lennon, Dooald Gordon, Alexander Mitchell, and Robert 
Bingham, who met at Me. Morrison's house on January 19th, 
18sp. ale Morrison. was. choven reeve. He had also beed 
Appointed to call the first council meating, preparatory to organ 
ization. On this ovcasion, therfore, be Was reevey returning 
officer, clerk, and “mine hort ofthe assembled wisdom of Els 
This meeting was a short one. Having chosen their reeve, 
speedy adjouroment was made. On January 22nd another met- 








ing was hel and Me, Arthur Gordon appointed clerk. Another 
adjournment took place, whether from a paucity of business or in 
imitation of other lopisltive bodies history saith nothing. On 
February 4th another meeting was held ite first ord of business 
‘cing exactly in Tine with that of all rural council boards in this 
county. A petition was Iaid on the table praping that a nsw 
‘Schoo! section be formed on the sth and roth concessions. Ths 
ean those ifcullos in achool districts which have continued 

Hoaving disposed of this document, by laying it ove fr further 
‘oasideration,ollers were appointed. Mr- Gordon as confirmed 
in his position as clerk, Cornelis Covens wa appointed nosessor, 
William Feooe! collector, Arther Gordon treasurer, and John 
Philips and Christopher Wilson suitors. Compensation allowed 
there ofcers was more liberal than i aome other smancialtes, 
“The clerk was to receive 860; assessor, 835: collector, 865; 
treasurer, $15  aulitors, each $33 and councilors, 82 per day 


wile gaged in municipal business, By-laws were als’ passed 
slang houses of public entertainment. The amount required 
to obtain a lieense to ell prt, alee, could not be considered 
peoibitory when $8 for a Sewtclans, and $3 for « scoondclase 
conse gave a right to soll fr one year.” A fist or second-class 
house was not determined, ss might be supposed, bythe character 


of she bul of accommodation required hy lve forthe travelling 
pablic. ‘Strange to say, location was a primary factor in fxg, 
fates and not the conveniences to be provided. This by-law states 
that all the taveras on the "town plot along the town line of 
Wallace shall be es-ass, and those situated inthe Backward 
parts of the township are 19 be second-class." At present such 
fw arangement would be preposterous, but i those ld day in 
the backwoods, men id not fst themvslves about terms, end 
of much about abstract principles. They had a preter work to 
Ao, and they set themselves manfully to doi 

‘At this mestiag was presented petition from Howick asking 
the suppoct of Elm towards forming a new county. ‘The council 
1 this ecasion unanimously voted nay. A vor diferent opinion 
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animated this board a few years Inter on a similar question, The 
Trmation of new counties in western Ontario thirty or forty yeats 
lage war a sort of probationary stage fo municipal fe through 
Athich afl passed. "The rapid opening up of this country at that 
petod war instrumental in bringing into existence a number of 
Mepring villages and towns, nearly al of which were ambitious of 
being county seats. In every one of such places were » ounber 

lating plans for erecting ne 





fof men who were continual form 
Counties, with their own ile hamlet as acenre. Arguments were 
Sox wanting showing clearly the advantages which would arise to 
the old boshewhackerif such» consummation could be brought 
boat, The advocates of all such schemes {if we accept their 
ou for if) were pilanthropic and selfdenying gentlemen, who 
Toed and breathed only to serve the hornyhanded farmer, To 
‘ven hit that they might fo moment have ny sinister end in 
Slew would, arouse their ighteoss indignation. The casual 
ceccptance of a remuncrative positon as @ county offer would 
evan act of aclfdenial which they would make reluctantly, aod 
S'imen owe to their fellow cizens. Eloquent as were the 
Sppels of those doughty apostles of tmnisipal reform, they were 
SRe pafectivg on the champion of the loguing fallow. I a 
Tdtwoodeman coud not male speeches, oe repeat the arguments 
nivanced by those patriots, be could contol bis vote, which, afer 
te the te foree of manhood, If convietions were made on 
the age 

Ui ctpense) it was agent their wily and, of course as Gold- 








tural commu a al (who would relly Rave to bear 





Tint mays) WA man convinced against bis willis of the same 
Sfinion si” all fairmens it must be acknowledged thatthe 
doe of several of the public men in these northern townshiss 
ie thei efores to separate fom Perth at an early period of Oar 
ator, was not unsupported by good and soficient reason. To 
fay, however, that «separation would Tead to a diminution of 
‘ation, ora release from their share of the county debt aeeady 
‘Raticared for fmprovements, was to assime a positon untensle, 
This vow of the station prevailed, and the origina! limits of 
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Perth County were retained, Responsibility for this disaffection 
she found largely nthe condact of representatives from the 
uth. Sunispaities which never had the dificultis to contend 
(vith experienced in Eling could not enderstand that an equaliza- 
ton of cersin townships shoul! be placed at 850 per acte, end 
bothers apparenty as favourably sitaated, at about two-thinds of 
{hat amount. That oo intentional wrong. was intended by the 
County council we truly believe. It as this continued and ps 
Sitent effort of the county board to raise assessments in the 
forth which Ted to dinalfection, and, on one scraton, 10 the 
ewe of disruption. Burdens for local improvement were more 
fppressve in Elma than any other monicipalisy, ax wil be dated 

Tn 1857 the total assessment amounted to £51,614 o $206 49 
“This amount cannot be accepted ax 3 fe valuation of all rateable 
proper. Government land was not fable to assessment, andy of 
ours contributed nothing I 18s this prosiso became intoler 
ble." By a dsvsion ofthe law courts it was eld to be Hegel to 
Cet taxes on unpatented lands, right to reenter being ail 
Nested in the government. Meustime about §30,000 bd been 
Uisbursed for local improvements, Crown lands Being equally 
teooitted, "On this amount the municipality sustained lose of 
bout $14,000 on unpatented lands, 19 other words, those who 
hhad_deoded their farms were responsible, not only for their owe 
Share of this deb but for that om government land also. The 
incentive to a settler for prompt payment of his farm was thus 
taken away. ‘The longer he left his patent with the government 
‘So much longer would he be releved of his portion of texaton. 
Tn this extremity a petition was sent to the government praying 
that these lands be re-sold, or auch action taken as would make 
them available for their just contribution to local improvements 
This concession was nally obtained, snd all lands were rendered 
availa t0 tation 

‘Another toa, in sy, was for £5500 to ad setelers in purchas 


ing seed, crops having. in 1898 been 8 fallure. This loan was 
put of that fund set apart by the county council which has been 





noticed ia other parts of this work, Io 1861 great disatstacton 
With the expense incurred on the gravel road was expressed, 
hich, under government regulations regarding the sle of thei 
Tands, was most oppressive. An effort was made to dispar of it 
tothe county, There isa saying that "i takes feo €0 make a 
‘aegain,” and this fact inthe present instance frastrated all their 
egotations, Elian oflered the road for pono, o¢ 812,00 
“The county were ready to purchase at S200.” This discrepancy 
in the price asked and amount ofered terminated all notions 
Abrupt, and Elma kept her road. Daring this year, also, the 
people petitioned the council 19 pass a probibitoryiquor lw, 
Ihc wes not carid 

‘Wile these obligations were being assumed by Elma, we have 
in 186s a statement of estimates for that yea, as follows: Tol 
kate ent, S700; Hoenses, $130; gravel road rate on debentures, 
Sago: county and township rate, $3,977. These amounts wore 
disposed af in. county rate of 83,3173 non-resident tax, $300 
‘cers’ salaries, $4508 gravel road repairs, 81,000; total, 83,067 
Tt we analyee tis statement it wil be found that the amounts 
feguited for county purposes is enormously large in comparison 
with other sums set apart for local improvements Te will so be 
Uhoerved that no mention ix made of any rectpte fom govern: 
tment improvement fund, In Wallace very lye income was 
Served from this source. Morsagton also was the reipiot of 











fonsderable sums; but there is no dcation that Elma was 
favoured to s0 great an extents When we consider, therefore, 
the inability of Counc to tex unpatented lands, thus Toying the 
‘whole expense for improvements on those ho had been 0 (shal 
tre sty) unfortunate as to have secured their deeds; when we 
Consider the non-payment of this improvement fund; when We 
‘consider a heavy county rate levied for county purposes, itis sot 
fs matter of surprise that Gncontent sprung up amongst the 
Settlers, and a deste have Been evinced for separation fom 
‘hit exsting, municipal compections. 

rine to 1871 Elma had no railroad faites except the G.T. at 
Miteell—the nearest pointing ten miles away. An agitation 
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had sprung up in Wallace and Mornington for an extension of 
the W.,G.4¢B, southward into Elma. In prosecution of this 
tlesirable project « bonus granting Syo,coo to the enterprise was 
‘voted upon, carried, and finally passed by the council on Septem 
ber ash. Elma’s existing debe at the period of submitting this 
by-law amounted to $24,700 for gravel road and ether improve- 
tents During this year the gravel rad debt was discharged, 
feaving @ net Tablty under byslaw No, 104 of $3000. A few 
years later & project for aiding the Stetford & Huron ealay 
Jas submitted under by-law No. 152, This was areod, adding 
Siovooo to her Tables, Elma’s debsoture debt for railways 
lon, therefore, amounted to 840,000 

"While these roads have been grest advantage to her people, 
byraflording a convenient outlet for produce, much yet remained 
beaaccomplished, A few years Inter was introduced a system of, 
rainage, which has been most beneficial to all concerned. By 
this innovation larg tracts of swamp land have been transformed 
into beautfol and fertile farms. Im June, 1870, was passed the 
frst drainage by-law. Under ts provisions a dein was opened 
from concessions 15 to #8, improving 3748 actes of land 
‘Hitherto this great section was unproductive, and unt for agri 
fultural purposes. "This drain cost S938, which was ansented 
against those lands directly benefitted, Costs and charges in 
prosecuting this scheme vared from $35 to 8390. per hundred 
fcres. If these sum soem large ft mnt be remembered that 


previous to this expenditure these lands were valacless and unpro 


Alotivey but are now valusble and contributing a fai share to 
public improvement. 

“This scheme, beng succesful ed to promoting others and in & 
short time another snd greater enterprise was introduced. A 
waterway extending from concession 12 0 18 was now to be 
‘pened at cost of $35,000. This Was & great expenditure, and 
ines been amply productive of good results, From 1879 t0 the 
present time these questions of drainage have occupied. the atten 
Tion of Elma council to a greater extent than all otber duties 
evolving upon them, Ie it worthy of remark, abo, as being 





























highly honourable to the public men ofthis towoship, that io all 
Teeny putiarious conditions arising out of pronecation of these 
Inpeovements not a single case of peclation or detlction of 
dlty has been attibuted to any of them. These schemes have 
teed productive of great good, and although a lage expenditure 
fins been incurred in developing these resources, wealth has heen 





eased in a marked degree 
Tris well also to cousier the public spirit evinced in prosecuting 
thee internal improvements. It aflorde an excelent ilustation 
Ge that administrative ably which has boon drawn out and 
fbutersd by the Maricipal Act, In those schemes so suscesflly 
‘Panipulaed, and in the management of those financial eespons 
‘Bliss incurred in their proseostion, foresight, and honourable 
Conducts apparant fall. At present there is yet undischaryed 
SMkot of 848g on allroad debentures, “On detinage indebtod- 
fese the large stm of 7,000 as still to Be Figudated, ereming 
Meany Hiab sil esting 0 this muoisipalty. While this may 





te sn these investments, have been extremely proftable to al 

"Tn total asseased value of Elma for 1904 was 81,650450 On 
thie amouat was levied for all purposes taxes amounting to 
Seager, a very large sum. I soy question of equalization those 








Capentare ought to be considered by those having so important 
fess 29992) In 1861 Elma had 7.443 acres under cultivation 
Fall wheat, 2 acres spring wheat, 000 acres, producing $8,600 
bushy barley, 709 bush. peas, Bee bush, ; oats, 18,000 bush 
Indian carn, 4 ares; potatos, 15,000. bush; turips, 64,000 
tay sung, go bush; earrts, 29 bosk-7 butter, 33000 Ths 








eae a lst of offers extending fom 1857 t0 1992, and 


‘goesen-—857, William. Morsisons 1838, John Grants 1850 
Joreph Lennon) 18604, D. D, Hay; 1867-9, Robert Cleland 
‘8ye-3s Daniel Falconer: 1874-5, R. L. Alexander; #876-7. 
Cleland; 1879, RL Alesander; 1880-7 





Thos J Knox: 
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888-91, R. Cleland 1892-4, Thos. J. Knox; 1895-7, 
Dickson ; 18589, Thos. J. Knox; 1900-2, Jas, Donaldooe 
Deputy-Rerses.—1862, John Grant (Wrst deputy) 1853-79, 
Samuel Rov; 1880-7, Wiliam Lochhead; 1888p, W. Locincad 
(rst deputy), Voung Coulter (second deputy): 1894, William 
Lochhead (first deputy), Thos. E. Hammond (second depts): 
so=-4, W. J. Tughen (fest depaty), Thos. E- Hammond (second 
Aeputy}; 1895-6, Mids Jackson (fist deputy), Thon, E. Home 
mond (second deputy); 1897, M. Jackson (est deputy), Samual 
S, Rothwell (second deputy) 1898, . S. Rothwell (Gest deputy), 
William Shearer (second deputy." Ofc abolished 
Comeilors.—1857, Donald Gordon, Ale. Mitchel, Robt. Binge 
tuum, Joseph Lenton 1858, R. Bingham, D. D. Hayy Jobo 
Stevenson, Joseph Buchanan 1859, Samuel Roe, George jack 
ny J Stevenson, Joseph Carruthers; 1860-1, ©. Concha Joba 
Grant, H, Palmer, S. Roe’ 1852, C. Covens, Hy Palmer, 5: Roey 
#855, J. Stevenson, Win. Mitchell, C, Conens 1864-5 fs Steneon 
sn, Wm, Dunn, Won, Miteell 3805-8, Win, Dut, J. Steven 
soo, Jas. Bristow ; 1869, Wa. Dunn,’ Daniel Falconer, Joh 
ison; 1870, W. Sharman, J. Nixon, Jas. Hammond i8yt, 
Robert Moore, Aaron Laiag, Joseph Johnson; 1832, Atfed 
Brewer, Wr. Lochhesd, J. G. Alexander 1875-4, J. G. Aloe 
andes, Win. Dunn, Joseph Johnson 1875, J. G. Alexander, Wi 
Danny T. J. Knot: 1856.7, J. G- Alesander, Win, Lochhead, 
Jos, Smith; 18780, J. G. Alewander, Won. Lochhead, Chaos 
MeKensie; 1880, S.'S. Rothwell, Win, Keith, J Smith 18, 
Wo, Keith, John Mans, Robert Dunn; 1882-3, J. Mann, George 
Richmond, Win. Dua; 188-5, J. G. Alexander, G- Richmon 
1h Pelion; 1887, G, Richmond, ls Paton, SS. Rothwell 1888, 
8. S. Rothwell, Jacob Bray; 1885-00, J. Hiray, Ge Richmond 
1, J. Bray, W. J. Tugghen 1850, J. Bray, SS. Rothwell | 
1893, 8S. Rothwel, Jas, Dickson 1894, James Hanna, J. HL 
Merevela 1895-5, J. H. MereyBeld,S. 8: Rothwell 1897, Wan 
Shearer, Allan McMane; 1898, Allan MeManc, ‘Thos, Smith 
185, S. S. Rothwell, Thos. Smith, Allan MeMane, Jas, Donald 
on; goe-t, SS. Rothwell, Thos. Smith, Wim. Whetry,, Wa 
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Contes; 1902, Wen, Wherry, Win. Coates, Samuel Cury, Samuel 
Boyle 

‘Clorks—1857-63, Arthur Gordon 1864-72, Wa. D. Mitchell 
1873-190 Thomas Fullerton 

Tranurers—i857-714 Arinur Gordon ; 1872, Robert Cleland ; 
87s:1900, Moses Harvey get, A. M, Sweston, 

uscora 1857, Chas. Cosens 1858, George Jackson 5 1855, 
Cas. Coulter; 1850, 8 Cleland; 1861, J. R. Foster; 1862, D. 
Gordon 1863, JR. Foster 1869-73, Thos. J. Knox; #874, 4 
Bailey; #875-9, Thos. J. Knox 188, J. Nixon; 1881, A. J 
Keelloe; 188%}, J- Smith; 1885, E. M, Alexander 1886-8, 8 
Morrison ; 188.94, Win. Shearer 1832, John K. Hammond ; 
1893, Widdis Jackson 1894-5, J. W. Rowland ; 1897, Alex 
Simpson : 18585, Henry Smithy 1500, W. H. Gilmer 1991-3 
John Hanson 

Cotiectors18578, Wan, Fennell; 1850565, James Shearer; 
18665, Won. Fennell; 1865-7r, Moses Harveys 1872, George 
Richmond; i874, SS. Rothwell: 1875-6, Jobo Stevenson 
18775, We. Stewart; 1880, Young Coulter; 1887-9, W. J 
‘Taghan 189, R. Morvison; 189i-igoa, James Dunca 

Tudors 1861, J. R. Foster, Robert Cleland; +893, Alex 
Mitchel, R, Cleland 1864-5, R. Cleland, Henry Thompsoa + 
186.7, A Mitchell, Win. Laghhend 1868, Wn. Sharman, J. 
Cove: 189, Win Sharman, Wan, Lochhead; #870, R- Alexander, 
Won, Lochinead 1874, W. Lochhead, Thos. Fellarton 187 
George MeGil, Thos. Fullarton; 1875, RL. Alexander, Alex 
MeGregors 1874s, W- Lochheads J. V- Poole; 18768, J. V 
Pool, Avthar Gordon; 1879, A Gordon, James Irvise; 1880, . 
vine, Robert Code; 1881, J. R. Code, J- A. Turnbull 1882-7, 
J. Irving, Won. Hammond: 1885, Thos. Smith, We. Shearer 
1885-91, Thos. Smith, Je W. MoBsin; #8424, Thos. Smith, Ay Mf 



































Swecton; 1898, Win, Lochhead, A.-M. Swotton; 1899-1901, 
A.M. Sweston, up 0 June (resigned), Ths. G. Ratsife 190% 
Thos. G. Ratlife Thos. E. Hammond 

















CHAPTER XX1. 


‘This township was named in honour of Lord Mornington, a 
member of the British Government in the early: part of lst 
coatury. Teas surveyed by Me. James W. Bridgland in 1898 
fod contained 50,735 aerex of very foreland. Topographicaly 
it may be described asa continuous block of level sueface, undue 
Tatng in certain sections; im ethers rising to a moderate atu, 
as at Milverton. On its south side it comes more depressed 4 
Fe nears thowe gett swamps which atone period extended over @ 
portion of Elce. From the uniform excellence of sl progress in 
Mornington has been capi. Farms are well cleared, fenced, and 


cultivated; buldinge are eubstanial and modern in ther structure 


sad appointment, indicating intalligence snd thrift i thei owners 

While indications of wealth and comfrt, with that enterprise 
‘characteristic of Canadians, are abundantly evident, transportation 
facilis have been developed with some dificult. Deposits of 
gravel so necessary in road building are not so frequent as in 
Feveral other municipalities. Evolution in constructing highways 
hs been equal to any other township in this county up to @ 
‘ertain point. An absence of gravel has, however, prevented that 
‘universal improvement i roads so noticeable elsewhere. This is 
4 natural disadvantage dificult to overcome, and at certain seasons 
present obstacles in transportation quite inconvenient to gic 
furists,t must_not be inferred, however, that Morsington has 
no good roads, On the contrary, many leading highways in this 
Imutiipality are equal t the bes in ay atction of Perth County. 

‘A sjatem of agriculture has been pursued by farmers in this 
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toveoship admirably adapted to its sil and natural conditions, 
"This method has boen one of mised farming. While itis sell 
Idapted for growing. cereal raising stock, oF daiying, 0 
Species have boen introduced to any great extent in any of 
these departments In some sections cheese factories have Deon 
Introduced, creating a source of wealth to thot patronizing them. 
Dairying has never altsned to that prominence ia Mornington 
‘which es signatized iin the ajoining township of Elma. There 
JS evidence of abundant success in this township arising trom 
present methods, Specialism in farm busivess isnot a safe prin 
Spl, and shoud never be 
tiavourable"for mined farming. By steadily adbering to this 
‘Seulement in this township was largely foam its astern side 
Following that great road through Wilmot and into the East 
hopes as far as "Bell's Corners,” now Shakespeare, the pioneer 
treed northward to Mornington, True to the plan iovarably 
followed by old setilers the first tage of the courageous white 
man is found on that stam passing what now Mortingdale 
sind Millban, Wears before a surveyor’ blaze had marked the 
Spot where some day the hum of = machine of loud laughter of 











Schoolchildren would be heard, came the hawdy backwoodsman, 
tho began to unravel the tangled skein of pioneer ile 

Th 185 came John Chalmers and his two sons, Joba and Adam, 
sting ear the stream on concession two. About this petiod 
iho came the fanilies of Forrest, Struthers and Connells, aod 
INGuated " near that section which wes aerwards set apart as 
a own plot and known as Poole, Near the stream northcard 
Came, in 1847, James, Reid, Robert Miller, Robert, John and 
William MeKecs John Nicklin, Jobs Gillespie, John Aémstrong, 
with the families of Crawford, Henderson, Teskey, MeMullen and 








Strachan, In 1898 came Wiliam Rutherford and John Freebor 
both of whom besame prominent mien. Nearly all of these were 
North of Ireland Scotch immigrants, and unacquainted with 
pioneer Hie. This iotensibed their difiultis ia a marked degree. 
NNo survey having been made, they necessarily became squatters, 





ee ae 








omsserox 3 


and for any improvements were cotrely at the mercy of the 
government, When a sureey was effected reat hardship arose 
Where a pach of clearing. had been dane and shanty erected i 
ot infrequently happened qhat  concension Ene would pass 
through the little plot of stumps and even compel the removal of 
the shanty to another leation. This frequently ted to. mil 
fecriminations between settlers without any means of obtaining 
fecress, Ofcourse the government were eelly not 10 blame for 
this tate of aff, Every aguatter by his act_of occupation 
‘csrainlyastimed al esponsibility for is actions. Remoastrances 
tere made to government in cases of great hardship. Mora 
ington at that period had no votes to give, nd wih that true 
instinct of an average politsian or party where no votes are 
power knew litle and cared Tess. [e war even several years 
Flore « removal of the land ofice was made to % convenient 
lace t bing lot at first forty miles sway 

Tn 18s0.a general store was opened by Mr, Wiliam Rutherford 
in what is now Millbank In this enterprise was associated with 
hin Sir. James Reid, now and for nearly fy year tressicer of 
Mornington. In 185: he opened a post offs, with himself ax 
postmaster, Previous tothe prio he had formed ® partnership 
fvith John Freeborn, and erected «saw mil, During (849 m geist 
bil was also uit by the same fm. Those enterprises wore of 
{reat importance in a new county, and gave Milne & com= 
Trevcal supremacy which continued to grow for several yearn, 
Apart fom the mile erected By Mesere Rutherford and Pree- 
town, a factory was built by Me, Jacob Kellman, where large 
‘Guanes of syricultral implements were manufctared. This 
industry at one period employed forty men. The building, which 
is of brick, is now dererted and stl stands by the steam, 
‘monumental run, sigoigeant ofthe matablity of all human enter- 
prise, In Millbank, ako, were a cariage and wagion factory, 
fax mills, sereral stores, hotels ad @ school ia which Were three 
teachers” This prety village was the home of several hundred 
souls, and for » while very prosperous, The Stratford & Huroa 














lag ping two ne weds nop red The day 
fof greatness and the dreams of its citizens of fature importance 
alte have parted and gene! Several billings yet remsning, 
(nee the contre and steve Of commercial He, act now deserted 
und tottering 19 decay. Present population is about 173 

“Mornings, aboot two miles distant fom Milsank, ow the 
same stream, is pretty and picturesque. AL ove time this was 
also a place of some innportance, disputing the claim as to priority 
with Millask, Tn 1839, Jobn Nicklin, who had arsved two years 
cule, erected a mill in Moraingdale, and subsequently & post 
‘fice was opened. Like its sister village of Millbank, of lat years 
ot much progress has Been made. It is now a pleasant place 
with pretty name and beautiful locaton 

Pools, ©, properly speaking, the town of Poole, was mapped 
cut by goverment surveyor the mctoplls of this townaly 
A town pot of 100 eres was regularly aid out into stesty 
venues; and promenades. Ie is sow, like Washington, D.C, a 
place of mageiicent distances, This village is an example ofthat 
Old adage "man proposes and a greater than he disposes." Com 
merce refused to bring her horn of plenty i this direction, and with 
inexorable persistency passed by on the other side, Kt oever 
reached incorporation, although there wee at one time hotel 
stores, and shops for machaoies. While some of these remain, 
‘what es designated as main street is only = portion ofthe quiet 
Concession line 

Carthage, lossted inthe north part of Mornington, on conces- 
Flos tas pleut conaty vlogs ooilniing, ers alinet 
maker's shop, shoe shop, Orange full, Forester! hal, cheese 








Factory, and temperance hotel. It has 2 population of abint 75, 
‘Heston is located some distance enst of Carthage, and formerly 


vas known as “Mack's Corners.” ‘Thece are ih this hamlet 





everal of those business places found in rural villages. Tecan 
‘ont of very fie church, whose tapering spe can be seen a 
long distance away. A description ofthis building wil be fouod 
acer, 

Newton isthe youngest village in Mornington, andy excepting 
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Miverton, most important. Ie is lsated two and aca miles 
from Milbank, aod i station on the Stratford & Huron ara, 
to which 1 owes ls commercial importance, While this road 
fined Milbank i crated Newton The fst building erected 
wees Henderson's hotel, on the souvent corner of the centre 
fond and concession line, A store was neat opened by Thomas 
‘ene. Other fodusties soon sprang wp. There ate tow 
fo fee, saw ll, Backsoith shop, hardware and xeverl 
ores, woollen factory, and expres, telephone and tlgraph 
tWfcen. Thin vag i ery. progress, and lage sme of 
Imoney are paid ere for farm prodice of all Kinds, being the 
shiping point for'a fre aeton of country. Barmy, Tile, 
Mumlebrg, Topping, and Bruner nr all post oflces inthis 
{ovaoip of many ilage 
Mert, wih 4 population f about fo sly ix an incre 
porated village and place of considerable trade. Ite surrounded 
by fine section of agricultural land, and ts appearance on the 
stmt ofa elevation of some bight very commanding, nded 
busines ection, The fable of «certain ld a and is ured 
seoald sccm applicable to the promoters of this oad through 
BMorsington. OF cours they cold nt please lly bit endeavour 
ing todo ao have pleted nove, and lst a goodly portion of tade 
{hae would have centred at same pins nthe bargin, Ie mare 
Milton andar not ben f wach advantage 10 Blverton asi 
srg have been. Int cout frm Stratford to Lstowel—much 
fies aplendid agricultural contey--Newton and Milverton are 
places of greater importance. 
was several yes subuaquent t0 settlement near Dibank 


before the poner reached that pont where Milverton ove stands 
In vBse Mr. Andrew West erected a hotel, which was the fest, 
building in the village. This hostlry was Built north from the 
prerent business portion, and was for tany years know as 
“Wests Corners.” At this period a general store was erected 
by Valentine Kertcher,on the north-west connor of Main stest and 
the Mil road, This balding was @ pretentious one, indeed, for 














store. Promiaent a 





that ine a st ed fora pene mongst 
the old. pioneers in this section were Michael Ateridge, John 
Tocrance, Richard Bennett, Henty Trim, William Ore, John 
Edwards, James McCloy, and the fails of Hamilton, Coats, 
Niblock, Tennant, Fox, Kertcher, Pierson, and John Weir who 
‘ws frat magistrate who prosied at the seat ofthe Mind goddess, 

As usualy when a new village was founded, a school was the 
fest public building to. demand attention, Milverton was no 
‘exception t9 this rule. A log school howe wat constructed on 
tras a square sirucare with a cottage roof, from whose apex 
fatended lat and clay chimney, bull in true orthodox backs 








woods style. From a distance this looked like the cupola of = 
Cotstguard lighthouse, A lighthouse it certainly was, Within 
its rode wa 1 bore full 
say. Cladin homespun and on state occasions in m bie-blck 
lnw-hamer cont, punstuated at intervals with Brass buttons he 
shod the light of his Knowledge on those mischiewous boys in 
‘and around Went’s Corners. 
‘or those mote abstrise doctrinal points ofthe shorter catechism, 
some who are now prominent men in Milverton and the township 
af those now dignified, erudite 





knight of the birch from the old 





vill fathers sat watching the pedagogic eye, and pinching with 
thelr hands all the other boys within retch, In the old. days 








fetrbutive justice fllowed close in the wake of offence, and 
ternal vigilance seemed. t9 be an important attribute of the 
‘ld teachers, Nov Nabob ever wielded hie powor with, moce 
“bling dignity than an old Backwoods dominie. His orders were 
fmphatic, and x prompt response was necessary to prevent 

of his ost 








a supplemental admonition by the rod in. suppor 


‘and “inguestionable authority Amongst theze old teachers 
tore John Philips, Archie Keller, John Finnerty, and William 
[Alosander, who afterwards became Frat school inepector of this 

ty, in s871, This log building of ploner days has lng since 














slisappeared, and fine structure of white brick hs been erected, 


ta cost of $5,000. In this seminary tres teachers ae employed, 
having an average attendance of about 120 pup 

Tn Milverton are several brick blocks, two Rst.last hotels, and 
& ousnber of general stores, where goods of the latest syle of 
‘manufacture can be fund on ther shsives. Many of the bencvor 
Teot societies are represented, also, helping on that great work 
which wil inevitably bring that period when, “Man to man the 
World o'er shall brthers be an’ that.” The village has also 
‘mechanics’ institute lvary, containing ever 25000 volumes 

No adequate conception of the wealth and refinement of the 
siirens of Milverton can be formed without having st seen ts 
private residences, These are om a scale of greater opulance than 
might be expected in so small a centre of population, We 
consider it a noble characteristic of any people who make pro 
‘sion fr the comfort and happiness of those dependent on ther 
od who ereate an environment refined and elevating that. wi 
impress young minds with « home infuence, pevmented with the 
‘good, the beau, and the true. This principle appears to have 
Been catied out in Miverton to its fullest extent, indenting 
commendable iberality in her people 

‘OF manufacturing establishments there is a tannery, a grist 
mil, two planing mills, a sawmill, cheese factory, blackamith 
shop. with several of the smaller industries, Thete is alo a 
private bank, kept by Me. Ranney, treasurer of the vilage. The 
leyal profession is unrepresented, wile Dr. Wiliam Egbert amd 
Dy. ALD. Nasmithrapresent the medial 

Milverton has one weekly newspaper, the Sy, founded by Me. 
Whalley—its first issue appearing om December 7th 1891, as 
advocate of local interests, In 1893 Ht became the property 
of Mr, Malcolm MacBeth, its present eiitor and propeicion "The 
tm of its preseot management isto filly report lal nes nd 
advance the interest of the village and county generally, not by 
insiling its own politcal views om public question, but by a 
persistent advocacy of the rights of all the people, respective 
party 





In Milverton are located five charches—Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Bvangelicah Lutheran, and Anglican. The Presbyterian, in pont 
fof membership i, perhaps, the largest of any of these denomina- 
ions. This church was first organized ia 1855, Joseph Brydone, 
James Whaley, Thomas Connel, John Weir, James Drummond, 
dnd Joba Torrence being is principal promotor. Services were 
Feld in the schoolhouse for several years, The Grst building 
rected for worship was a fame, and stood where the cemetery 
Sow i Ths congregation was connected with that of Millbank, 








the pioneer Presbyterian congregation in Mornington. In 1887 
the present eifie was built, Known a Burns’ chureh, io honou? 
Of the late Dr. Burn, who was the great apostle of Presby 
tevianam in Canada, This building was erecid at a cost of 
(oF 8 goo. Its fist minister was Ret: Alexander Drummond. At 
bers an about So families, Sabbath shoo! is also conducted 
fn connection with this church, of which Wiliam Kies is superine 
tender 

"The Methodist may be considered also the pioneer church in 
Milverton, their Gist building, = feame, boing erected in 18s. 
Rew. Me. Rabiason was first minster, and with small member 
Ship, laid the foundation of what is sow a prosperous congregae 
tion, Some yeas later a ne brick building was erected ata cost 








‘OF Sé,co0, Preset umber of members is 120, with Rev. Mr. 
Snowden ss pastor, ‘There i also a Sabbath schoo! fo connection 
with this congregation, under the superintendence of Me, Richard 
Coulter, having an average attendance of 6o pupil. 

"The Evangelical church was founded in i872 by Rev. Me 
Stazble, and a frame building was erste on the north pat ofthe 
Village. "Its members at the inception of church ordisaneos num= 
ered 15. In rgs a new building was constructed at a cost of 
Soo00.” Rev. Mis Je H. Grenashach its present pastor. that 





how membership of 100, There i also’ Sabbath schoo! with 
too pupils. Preseat superintendent, Louis Prete, 

The Lutheran church was organized in 1873 by Rev, Mr. Shum- 
bach, and comprised 13 families. Services wore held in the 
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Presbyterian chutch for six years. In 1879 they erect 8 now 
place of worship for themselves at a cost of 2,000. The progress 
[ofthis denomination has been steady if not grent. Present pastor 
J Rer. Mr. Planck. Ia connection with this church isa good 
Sanday school of 60 pupils. ‘The superintendent, Me, Conrad 
Schafer, bas asrocntd with bits nine sesstants inthe work, 

“The Inte church organization in Milverton fs the Anglican, 
which was formed ia 1893, under the pastorate of Rev. Me 
Bridgman, with an attendance of 18 fumiles. This congregation 
isin charge of Rev. Mr- Howard at present. A number of mem 
bers in connection with this mission have removed. trom the 
village, preventing as great progress being made ax would have 
eon the case under more favourable circumstanies, There is no 
Sabbath schoo 

‘During 1880 a census of Milverton was taken preparatory to its 
bsing set apart as an incorporated village. Its population was 
fund equal to that required by statute, and a bylaw was passed 
by county council in December of that year giving effect to the 
people's desire. On January 17,1881, therefore, met Miverton's 
fist councl, composed of J. 1D. Pierao, eve; Jacob Karn, 
Henry Hasenplag, Walter J. Passmore and J. Ge Grose, A 
committee was appointed to meet Mornington council and arrange 
‘settlement as to what portion of railway indebtedncst should Be 
sumed by each. This committee arrived at 8 satisfactory 
adjustment, Milverton accepting $1,950 a8 her portion of these 
Tabilties. "A turther sum of 83,000 was borrowed in 1896 to 
fst a public school. A certain portion of these obligations are 
Ing discharged each year by retiring maturing debentures o 
ailing ton sinking’ fond. At prevent the vilage, may be 
fonidered practically clear of debt, While taxation isnot 
oppressive, shout $3,000 anualy is expended for educational 
and improvement purposes. Mesatine sidewalks ave. been 
soostracted and streets improved, which has largely enhanced the 
value of property and added much t0 the comfort and. con 


venience of the citiens. Milverton is a. progressive village, 
srrounded by splendid agricultural country, and her posites 
fre much greater than what she x fat hat stained, 








Sebjoined is ist of officers in Milverton since its incorporation. 
Reet 1881, J.D. Pierson 188s, Valentine Kercher; 

ss8ycj, J. Ds Pierson; 1885-5, James Bundscho; 1887, W. J 

Parke 1888, W, Th. Dorland 1885-95, J. G. Grosch 1896, 

James Torrance; 1897, G. E, Goodhand; 1900-1, W. M. Appel 

‘oo, Willan Zimerman 
‘Councilors 1881, Jaco Karn, Heney Hasenpog, Walter J. 

Passmore, J. G Grosch; 1882, H. Hasenplog, Jo Gs Grosch, 

James Bundscho, Wr, Livingston; #883, James: Wood, James 

Strong, John Aitekdge, Alex, Cries 1884, J.D. Hof 

Geowge Deppissh, J- Hl. Sshmidt, Alex. Curtice; 1885, Louis 

Pieter, Donat MGiliveay, James Strachan; «886, Jos. Strachan, 

D, Metiliay, Peter Ducklow, JS. Rea; 1887, D. McGilivray, 

Peter Ducklow, J. S. Res, JG. Grossh: 1888, J. G, Grose, 

Peter Ducklow, Alex, Curtce, CB. Witt; #889, J. S. Rea, C 

F, Witte, Alex Curtce, Chas. Spencer; 1890, Peter Ducklow, 

F. Witte C. Spencer, A, Curtice, 1891, He Geiser, C.F. Wit 

J. Rothermah, BD. Merklinger; 1892-3, H. Gleiser, C 

onderci, J. Rothermal, C. Spencer; 1894, C. R. Honderck, 

Spencer, Jas, S. Rea, Louis Peer; 1895, H._ Schneuker, 

Spencer, W. Me. Appel Jas. Torrance: 896, H. Schneuker, 

Spencer, Geo. Ey Goodhand, Fred. Wiederhold; 1897. 

Spencer, F, Wiederhold, Louis Pefer, James Coutts; 188, 

Spencer, We M. Appel, John Engel, JS. Rea; 1899, C. Spence, 

WM. Appel, J 8: Reay F, Wiederhold: tgoo, J. 8. Rae, George 

Keer, Wine Zimmerman, F. Wiederhold: sor, David Sith, F 

Weiderhold, Jacob Bundscho, Wn Zimmerman: 

Smith, J. Bundscho, C. Kercher, Rudolph Mille. 
‘Cis —a881,, Herman Taber; 8, A, W. West; 1883-1093, 
Treamurers 181, Herman Taber: 1882, A. W. Wests 1885-5. 

Win Liviogston? 1885, John Hollman; 1887, W. J. Passmore} 

188898, 1 Hascupfug 8op-sg0, Robert G- Ranney. 
stcra—a881, James Wood, 1882, Samuel S. Hark; 1883, 

Fred Stcimeyers 1884-5, John P, Becker; 4888-9, E. Gartungy 

{ipp, Honey Spencers #892, J. P, Becker; 18924, W. M. Appel 
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1895, J. P. Becker; 1897, Wo Milne: 1898, HM. Schaefers 
859-1902, W. J. Spencer 

Collectors: 1881-4, Conrad Haseap ig; #8854, 8, G, Dovland 
1885.94, HM. Sehuoter: 1895, Robert McCloy? 1895, G. P. 
Hollman; 1900.2, H. M. Schaefer 

Auditor-188, Joba A. Kerr, Valestine Kerteher; 1882, J. Ac 
Keer, C.'S. Grosch; #683, Geo! Dippiseh, C. S. Grosch; 1884, 
J.P, Becker, W. T. Park; 885, W. T, Park, V. Kertche; 1880, 
W. TT. Park, C. Hasenptg; 1887, E. Gartung, C. Haseapiugs 
1888, C, Haseaptug, Jas. Torrance: 1885-9, Jas Tosrance, Joh 
Rothermaly t8ging, Jas. Torrance, . S. Grosth; #895, C. 8. 
sch, Wo, Milne: 1896-1002, Maleoim Macbeth, CS. Grosch, 
The municipal history of Mornington opens on the 16th day of 
January, +854, when fs fst count! tok their sents atthe bose 
The representatives on this ocasion were Adam Chalmers, mes 
Whaley, Joba Hamilton, John Nicklin, and Wiliam Rutherford 
Prior to this eection Mornington had separate existence as a 
‘municipal ganization, and formed a part of Elise for municipal 
purposes. From its fst settlement in 1843, which was again 
fupplemented by a large infix of population ia 847-8, when 
sueveying) was completed, local goveroment must Have been 
imperfect and inadequate to meet the requirements of rapidly 
growing settlement. Those gentlemen elec, therefore, having 
taken ther seats and submited their declarations of qualification, 
Mr. Samuel Whaley was appointed clerk; Mr. John Freehorn, 
assessor; Uriah McFadden, collector; and Charles Burrows, 
teeasurer, The musical machinery was therefor, for the frst 
time ready to be put ih motion, Like other townships jn this 
ounty, the fst onder of business wis 4 motion in connection 
‘with school sections, thus opening up + department of local 
legislation which hae been a source of greater fiction amongst 
‘ur people and greater annoyance to township councils than al 
ther branches of municipal work. The council formulated @ 
plan for dividing the township into sections, which they fondly 
hoped would be satisfactory, and terminate all agitation regarding 
schools, An elaborate map was drawn by some backwoods. 








scientist creating nine sections, which oa paper appear as models 
of compactness. Anaexed to this plan is an explanatory state 
tment setting forth the principle invalved and probable cost to the 
people, In this document i ix stated that,“ according to tis 
Flan, ia the event of the union being! made, there will be an 
Everage of acres in each section of 4.955)4- Im Nou 1, 4400 
sores, and a Uke number ia Nos. §, 6,78 and g. No. will 
Contain. 5600 acres No. 3 wil contin 600; No. 4 wil contain 
Srooo acres, In this section there ism separate school, which 
‘hee i fn fact tothe smallest section i the township. It also 
Cmbraces large quantity of poor land. Keeping a school for 12 
month in sections Nos. 1 § 6 7,8, and teacher's salary, sy, 
‘yoo per annum wll requite an average taxation of upwards of 
Spscon each hondred acres, Insections Nos. 2 and 3—teachers! 
Salaries, say, Syoo pet annum —would require an assessment of 
6 om each undead acres.” "Tam of opinion,” the compiler 
goss on to tay, sthat sections 2 and 3 are not 100 laege, bot 1 
fm certain that sections 1, s, 6 758, and are 0 small for the 
preset comfort of the ratepayers 

Regarding the later statement made By this offer there could 
be no-double Small as these sums nay sero 10a afiulent rater 
pape at present, ity years ago ith many they were great 
Emounts, "How many acres of ashes, how many troughfall of 
Disc sats aftr hauling for miles over eeoseways and through 
‘id Holes of unsearchable depth) would require to obtain $5.00 
‘ld pioneers well know. This apparently equitable division was 
Sf short duration. "Every subsequent council had its special 
epotation of appellants from all pre-existing. arrangements. 
“These delegations were offen Berce and emphatic in their elucda 
ions of new plang, seting at defiance the dignity of those i 
uthorty. Ter 1864 this fntersectionnl war reached «limes 
Every man’s hand seemed to be against bis brother, and 
Complete disruption of all former arrangements cccurred. At ope 
Council meeting a solution of this important question would be 
Teachod satisfactory to all,” Next sevsion the whole would be 
‘Grerturneds and mew order of things established. Tt wax oot 
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till expensive schoo! buildings had been erected, and large suns 
invested in them, that this maelstrom of excitement died away. 
Yet, Hike an Teelandic geyser, while an occasional burst of hot 
spray may be now and gain thrown up, it soon falls beck in 
Iremless Impotency tits former coniton 

Another question disposed ofa this meeting was aa application 
fom Me. Wiliam Hueston fra licence 1 keep hotel the fist 
issued in Mornington under the statute of 1850. This was 
Aisposed of by recommending the applicant to sell wat he yor 
notice to stop” 

AL a meeting held ia February this question was settled by 
ranting Ticenses to Wn. Hueston, John West, Robt, Armstrong, 
Joho McLevey, and John Henderson, Charges for thee wort 
xed at £3 for a hotel, and £1, 128, 6d for & shop license 
These important duties for supplying sprituous potatons #o the 
loners Being completed, the council directed is atenton to tir 
Spiritual conduct." Morington's first by-law, therefor, enmete 
{hat "Any person found travelling onthe Sabbath day or driving 
with horses or enor carrying burdens, except in cate of neces, 
iy, shll be fined ot more than stm, nor les than gf each 
‘fence, upon conviction thereof before any one of Hr Majesty's 
4.5" A bylaw was also passed allowing each councilor ve 
shilings per dy for his services; cle, 2 tom aauetson, Loy 
teeasurer, £34 156. Tt was ordered lea that wildland was 0 Be 
assessed al 2 per acre, and cleared lad at $8, During 1854 the 
Intels in Mornington were increased to sight. A few year later 
the number was farther increased 9 eleven, the greatest number 
ver exiting inthis township. Excluding Milverton and Newton, 
few hotets now exis 

On October st, 1836, a financial statement sets forth that 
£503, 10% 3d. had been roctved from the clergy reserve fend, 
all of which had been expended in improvements. on toads and 
bridges. On September 25th, 1857, we fad another statement 
resented amounting to £6046, os 34 of which Lega 7s, 6 
was for county purposes. The mites of this meeting indicate 
thatthe council was moving 99 rapidly. When Me. Wn Gri 
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‘and Mr, Rutherford moved the above sum to be colleted, an 
Mhendinent by Me. Whaley and Mr. Shower was offered, setting 
forth, "that the counel make provision for 1836 before laying on 
Roping for t8g7," avery proper thing to do. A compromise was 
‘Ghecteds and yao, 10s. was levied and collected for all purposes. 
‘Ancesaoen in 1838 were instructed to rate wild lands at $3 per 
acre, being an increase of St, while cleared lands were placed 
at Sion, or Sa.c0 per acre less than formerly, Why this should 
have been a0 there i nothing im the records to indicate. This 
Counc aise adopted a most poricious practice in advertising for 
fenders for al ofces in the municipality. By an abandonment of 
ite prerogative inthe important function the records clearly ind 
fate that public business had suffered. Wherever a plan of giving 
‘tices by tender has een iteoduced, asceptng the lowest, public 
fincas has sufered. All councils in this county have now 
ecoune to the legitimate and more honourable ster of select 
Ig and appointing persons sulifed to iacharge such duties as 
(Betve on thom in thei several offces, granting flr and reason 

She compensation for services rendered 
Tn 18g8 1 failure of crops occured ia Mornington, as every= 
whore eve in Perth County. Resourse was had by the council to 
the tind tet apart by the county count to ald poor and indigent 
Stuer in procuring seed-—and bread for thei fails in many 
SEIT TA Retain portion was granted to Mornington, but the 
‘onde are silent sto the amoust, or the manner ofits disposal 
Mornington te highly favoured township in having Tete 
soit and good drainage for surplus water. While those sestons 
Mhoining her have subjected themselves to ey tation inorder 
alain their swamp lands, this muniipaty has been comparae 
‘Sely fre fom imposts of this Kind. It is tre she has cont 
buted a large suin to the Stratford & Heron railway, but not 
‘ther masisipaities, Marketing 





facies for a large sestion of Morington are equal to any 
‘ther in our county, and superior to some. A special grant of 
Sorooo to the Stratford & Huron ealway will ioe short time be 





paid of when her total Habiltos will thea be discharged. Even 
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with her payments 46 this dab, improvement has Been rap ia 
Srey desist, aed he ie today well 1 the font in thi 
prosperous coy 

Tris a fact worthy of notice that oo sooner did the pioneer 
cele hs township th, ati ther sete, be Sat bull school 
Sed next churches. Milbaie Presbyterian church i the power 
Shuck of Mornington. Fist organi by "Rev. Thomas 
McPherson, of Stratford, Rev. (now Dr) Mellen, of Wood 
Stock, ws inducted nto the charge on Nov. sty 1856. Service 
washed nthe shoal house forse Hine wt frame hureh 
tras rected in 18gp- In this bulding i was cotind til 189, 
treo the prevent rick eiflce was eecad at a cont of aout 
Socom,” Ar might be expected fom the oaionalty of thore 
neers near Miss, a membership of aboWt 149 was 2000 
Scio, "Although this aa creased to 10h, the commercial 
cadence which overtook Millan robeoen $0 contracting 
the rallwayy has prevented great progress beng made. A 
Sabtath shoo) wih an attendance of about 6g pupil, meets 
every Sabbath day, under the superintendence of Mic MH. Red 
‘The present minster Rew, W, Haig, who i assed i his work 
by Samuel Boyd, Andrew Beonett Je W. Chalmers, Willam 

“What x now known a NovthBorsington Presytrian church 
wets organized fn 1868 by Rev. Me Lowry, formerly stationed in 
Whit Theo sctilrs in that section were targly Scotch and 
North of Tecan, amongst whom were the files of James 
Ride, Alesander Patterson, Alexandr Glenn, Same! nd Joba 
Wate, and Jamen, Thomas, and Willan McGorman- These 
fone the nile of thi new congregation ss member, and 
tow increased to 300. A Sabbath seo zo conducted wih 
average attendance of about 10 pup onder the care of Me 
Davi Wels. To 1850 the fst choreh was erected, at cost of 


Shove. Arrangements are pow Being made for bew atrurtare 
Which wil be in keeping with the wealth and importance of the 
congregation. ‘This church is now in charge of Rev. Jobs W 
Cameron, and ix quite progresive 
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“The Anglican church in Milfoank ix an old established congre- 
kalion ia Moraington, and was orgznined in 1836, For scverl 
Seacs subsequent to that period services were held jo the Prem 
hyteriaa church, Rev. Mz Newman, who was the apostle of 
Episcopalian in the north, Frequently ofiating- In 1852 a 
‘bck bulding was erected, at's cost of 61,500, This was oder 
the pastorate of Rev. H. Caeld, Its membership at that period 
twas not great and it now has about yes families, with Rev 
Me. Armstrong ns incumbeat, A Sabbath school is" conducted 
in connection with this congregation, having an attendance of 

‘Wesleyan Methodism appears in Mihank t an early period of 
Its history, Grame Building being erected in 185 at 2 cost of 
bout $800, This branch of the Christian church has ano sullered 
from a decadence of commerce in the vilage, and like other 
denominations maintains ite posiion without making great 
progress 

‘Neary sixty years ago Andrew Biesingee and George Stemm- 
fer, Germans from Rotenburg, settled in that portion of 
Mornington having, Mack's Corners asa centre, No survey had 
far boon mae, nther was there any setlement inthe township 
‘acepting a fow families inthe southern part who a entered the 
‘woods in 1843, These two Germaas were the founders of St 
Mary's Catholic church at Hessoo. Previous to 1835 those 
settlers who came subsequent 10. Biessinger and. Stemmler 








traveled Yo St, Clements, where « mission was established, at = 
distance of 15 miles, t0 obtain church ordinances. Rev. Father 
‘Missnee Sst visited St, Marys in 1855. At this period st was 
known a+" Huben Nix,” signing abject poverty. This was 
sfterwards changed to Bethlehem, Mack's Corses, of Mackton, 
tnt it received its present appeitin in hogor ofS. R. Hesson, 
Stratford, who was member of Parliament for several yeas. 





‘Barly in 1867 Father Glowaley was placed in charge of St 
Clemests and Heston, He was succeeded io 1871 by Rev. 
Father Breskof, who continued pastor of both stations for tea 
‘years, During this period good progress had been made. A 
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separate schoo! ad been erected of logs, to which was annexed a 
hall sancuary, whore mass was celebrated and church ordinances 
resulary dispensed to about ewentyfuniles then consttting this 
fission, Th frst pastor stationed at St, Marys wae Rev. Father 
Heiman, but sich was the condition of those comprising his 
congregation even at this late period that he was compelled t9 
Usk charity fom those who were in duty bound fom the sacred. 
es of his fice to taveat least contributed w modertte aom to 


is support. The postion ofthis poor pict must have been oe 


of greet hardship, indeed, when we consider chit offerings on 
Sabbath days Gactunted between rac. and 2,00, His Easter 
fering was 62, and at Christine he was made unspetkably rch 
by rcuving the sum of S10. This priest was @ good and ind. 
eared man, a person of culture and literary attainments, and 
rests in an almost nameless grave in Stratford, buried by charity 
the lst ites of sepulehre being performed by Father Brennan, of 
Se Marys 

Meastinc’ a chadge wi ‘apidly-approachiog! In (886° 
residence was erected for the clergyman at a cost of $1,000. 
Daring 181 Bishop O'Connor, of Loadon, visited Heston forthe 
fest time ia is history, and in 182 was constructed at a cont of 
Sso00 the present Beautiful church, the whole beng fee fom 
bu. fo 1895 Rev. Fathor John Joseph Gnam was placed in 
‘harge of this mission, under whose adnisistation it has been 
‘most succesful, having now over seventy families who worship at 
Se Mary's, Hesson, "On December 168, 1902, « chine of balls 
vas plied in the tower at m cort of $1,000, whose mellowed 
{dence on the holy Sabbath mora can be heard far away in the 
home of manya remote worshipper. Evolution in this mission has 
eon great, and it ix mow ane of the most prosperoos in this 

Oificrs in Mornington from 1854 to 1902; jnclsive, are as 
follows = 

Roves 1854-6, James Whaley; 157, Uriah McFadden; 185 
Walter Prefers; 1850-0, Joha Smith; 185, William Grieve: 863, 
Richard Benaett 1853-7, Jobo Watson; 1858-72, Samuel Whaley 
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1875-5, Valentine Kertcher; 1876-7, E. T. Rutherford 1878-8 
V. Kertchery 1881, Dr. Jas. Johnson: 1882, Jas. Gibson: 1883-93, 
W. B Frochorn:” 1894-6, Hugh Jack; 1897-8, Chats Trim 
1p-t90t, Hugh B. Kerr! 1903, David B. Grieve. 

‘Deputy. Rernes.—1830-6, fest deputy-reeve, Jas. Whaley: 1862, 
J, Watson; #8654, Robert MeKec! 1869, Chas. Glenn; 1870, R. 
‘MeKes; #871, J. S. Bowman; 1872, Jas. Rutherford; 1873, Moses 
Ling; 187475, E. F. Rutherford; 187658, George McKee; 1879, 
Jaa. Kines; 18s, W, B. Frechoens 1883-7, Thomas Magwood, 
1HE-9r, J, Grieve; 1892-3, Peter Zooger fest deputy, D. G. 

Nicklin sécood deputy; 1894, John Langtord: 89915, C. Tem 

1897-8, John Campbell; offce abolished 

Councitors-—1854, Adam Chalmers, Joba Hamilton, Will 
Rutherford, John Nicklin; 1855, Chas. Burrowes, Wan. Rutherford, 
4. Nicklin, Walter Defers; 1836, W. Piefers, Alea. Paterson, R 
McKee, Wm. Reid; 18g7, Wm. Grieve, Wen. Rutherford, Jas, 
Whaley, Geo. Shearer; 1898, Win. Rutherford, Uriah McFadden, 
Jas Whaley, Won. Grieve; 1859-60, John Chalmers Jas. Riddell, 
Wm. Grieves 1851, J- Chalmers, R. MeKee, John Watson; 1853, 
George Magwood,'P. McKee, Won. Griewey 1863, Richaed Bs 
nett, G. Magwood J. Nickling 18646, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin, 
‘les. Roe; 1807, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin, Jan. Whaley 1858, 
Magwood, J. Nicklin, Chas. Edwards; 1860, J. Nicklin, Chas. 
Edwards, Moses Laing 1870, J. Nicklin, G. Magwood, M. Laing; 
1871, G. Magwood, Chas. Brows, V- Kertcher #872, G. Mage 

wood, Chas, Brown, David McCloy? 1873, 0. Magwood, Thos. 
Hal Allan Goodall; 1854, G. Magwood, A: Goodall, D. McCloy 
1875, G. Magwood, Wins MeConsell, Samuel Whaley: 1875, G 
Magwood, Chas. Giena, Jas Baird; 1877, Jas. Baied, G. Mage 
‘wood; Jos: Kies; 1878, Ja. Bair, Jas Kines, Won, McCosmick 
85, Wan. McCormick, H. W. Kerr, Gsorge Langford; 1886, 
Win, McCormick, H.W. Kerr, Ja Gibson; 1881, War Joho 




















ston, Jas, ines, Thos, Magwood; 1882, Jas. Gitsoo, Wim 
Johnston, Thos. Magwood; 1883, James Baird, Jas. Gibson, 
Wm. Jotnston; 1883, Jas, Gibson, Jax Baird, Adam Fleming 
Jas Baied, W. B. Rutherford, H. B. Kerry 1887, We 


1885 
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Camptell, Hugh Jack, Hugh Kerr; 1888, Wan. Camp, H. Jack, 
Chas. Trim 1885-91, H. Jack, C. Trim, D. MeCloy: 1892-3, D. 
McCloy, C. Tei; #854, Wn. Johnston, D. J. Nsklin, C. Tee 
1895, Wan. Johnston, "D. McCloy, John McCloy: 1896, Joho 
Campbell, D. McCay, D. M. Nicklin; 1897, Je P. Grit, D. 
MeCioy, G. Shearer: #898, J.P. Grifin, G, Shearer, D. MeCloy 
1899-1000, David B. Greve, J. P. Griff, J. McCloy, G. Shears 
toot, Robert Allingham, Joba Davidson, D. B. Grieve, J. McCloy: 
ope, R. Allingham, J. Davison, J MeCloy, David Swartzen 
ruber 

Cierts.—1854-7, 8. Whaley: 1858, Willam Wileott: 1859.60, 
Join W. Beaton; 1861, Joho Sasith; 186, John Jones (resigned), 
(Chas. Fleming; 1863, M. McFadden; 186-72 John Beaton; 187s, 
J. B Ratherfrd; 1874-1992, Joho Watson, 

Trearurerz 1854, Charles Burrows #855, cootinuously to 
tpn, Jas. Reid 

‘nusuor.—s8s4, Joho Freeborn: 1855, S- Whaloy 1836, Jas 
Terri, Robert Struthers; 1857, Jas. Tere, Wm. Drake; 1858, 
Won, Deake: 0859, Win. Drak, Thos. Shearer; 1860-4, Jas 
Baird; 1862, Wr. Drake: 1863, Moses MeFaulden; 1854-5, Wo 
Drake; 1866-8, Thos. Hall: 1869, William Grieve, John Riddell; 
1870, T, Hall 8, John Turnbull 1873, Chas. Glenn 1875, T. 
aly 1874, J. Kies; 1875, John Pleffers 8, J. Kines; «837-8, 
W. BL Freehorn: 1870, Wim. Loney, J. Tarsbuly 188-1, Jas 
Magwood 1882, C. Glenn; 1883-4 T. Hall; 1885, J. Grieve 
18575, S. Loneys 188790, Alex. Stewart; 1891, Jas: Hunters 
1892-4, Michael MoCotmisks 1895-1901, Joseph Gibson; 1 
Wn. J. Dowd 

Coletore. 1854, Usk McFadden: 1855, John Gillespie; 1856, 
Samuel Watson, John Coulter; 1857, James Roe, John Legge 
1858, J. Roe, Wan. Hamilton; #855, J. Roc; 1860, R. Struthers 
Je Leger; #861, J. Leggets #8625, G, Dorland Alex. Pater- 
on; 1854-5, S. J. Dorland; #867-8 S. J. Dorland, S. Watson 
"Sb 7o, 5. Watson, Re Strathers: 1873, 8. Watson, Wi, Moss 
872, J Kines; 1873, J. Watson, J. Kines; 1874-5, James Drum 
‘mond 1876, Joseph Willams; 1837-8,-J. Drummond, Simeon 











Loney; #879, S. Lovey: 1880, J. Deummcnd, Joho Swain; 1881, 
J. Drummond, 8. Lovey; 18824, J. Drummond, John Gamble: 
1888, J. Drummond S. Loney, 188%, J. Drummond 189, Albert 
Hal, J. Drummond; 1801-2, Joho Whaley, J. Baird; 803-5 
Whaley, Jas, Doveds 1896-7, 5. Watson, J. Whaley 181960, 
SS. Watson, Wan. McConnell: r90r, J. B. Weis, S. Watson; sgo2, 
Win. D, Laogford, Alfred Taner 

fudtors.—1855, Chas, Jones, Joseph Hamilton; 1836, M. 
MeFeddso, C. Jones; 1857, J. W. Keeler, Samuel Watsoas 
18360, C. Jones, James Band; 1860, J. W. Kealer, Robert Graat 
1851, George Regan, Thos. Cauleld; 862-3, 8, Watson, Chales 
Riteys 1804, James Boner, S. Watson; 1865-5, James. Johnston, 
George Game; 1857, Charles Glen, James Johnston; 1858, 
De. Marti, Rickard Edwards; 1860, John Turnbull, John Riley; 
1850-2; Andrew Munda, John Riley; 1873, Samucl Paterson, 
James Crawlord; 1874-5, Alex Stownrt, Joseph Pierson 1876, 
A. Stewart, Thos, Caulfield 1877, Je Person, T. Caulfels 878, 
Joba Gibson, John Turnbull; 1879, J. Pierson, J. Gibson; 1880-n, 
J. Gibsoo,. Willamy Bares 1883, j. Gibson, TW. Jobson 
1885-4 Je Gibson, Jas. 1. Davidson; 188506, William Waddell, 
Willa Herron: 1885, Wiliam McCormick, W, Hetron; 188-90, 
Win, Waddell Wm. McCormick; 1891-8, War, Waddell, George 
Thompson; 1855-1961, Thompson, Samuel Boyd) 1902, 6. 
“Thompson, W. B. Freeborn. 



































(CHAPTER XX1L 


Wallace lies atthe extreme northesn lint of Perth County and 
fooks on the map as if had been added asa mater of expediency 
father than fom contiguity, Its peculiarly shaped, being nearly 
triangulae, with is south-west corgr cut off hy a boundary fine 
fntending ahout 124 miles. On ies southern side itis partly 

randed by Elma, yet nstly separated from Perth by Grey, in the 
{County of Huron. "Ths tangular shape of Wallace resulted feom 
the maaner in which surveys were made inthis section of Ontario. 
In the early days of this western province several toads were 
pened up, forming governing Unes, from which townships 
txtended Backward on either side. That great road extending 
feom Wilmot to Goderich is a good example of this principle, 
Imonicipaliies on ity north and. south siles being Ind out with 
Fegularty. The Canada Company and crown lands surveys Srom 
the south ftom Wellington snd Waterloo on the east, and fom 
[Lake Huson on the west all converge on the boundary liner of 
hie tanga township, 

This muicpality wae last to he opened up in Perth County: 
Over thiny years had passed away since that eventfal period 
‘when John Gal and is frends pasted on westward to Goderich, 
Tefore the woodman's axe Broke the solema alles! of this 


reat solitude, In 1852 8 survey was ondered by Hoa. Joho 
Rolph, commissioner of erown lands. This comprised concessions 
1h, and 4. "These were set apart as common schoel lands. In 
1854 the whole was completed by Me. Wilkinson and P. Callaghan, 
PLL S. Feld notes inthe crown lands offs indicate an area of 
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51.398 acres, exclusive of roads which contin a farther poction 
Stoounting to. r03g acres, making a total of 52,423 acres, OF 
this roa 29,524 were common schoo! lands 

"The topagraphy of Wallace difers smevehat fom that obtaln- 
ing in other sections of this county. While iti rolling, there 
fare few of thowe long sveping undulations found further south, 
Its surface is Jeversied by low elevations regular in outline and 
interspersed with depressions which at one peiod were swampy. 
Land of this choracter would be difenlt "0 clone. Whatever 
advantage a logger might have on a desivity would be more than 
Countebalanced By m mass of eubbish in Tow places, forming a 
twcier almost impassable to the laborious pioneer. Much of thie 
hs now beeo cleared and are now fertile sections, producing 
abundant return fr labor expended in thei reclamation. 

"This township was named in honour of certain Baron Wallace, 
who was chairman of the sgricltral board in Great Britain 
Glving the early part of last century. Although not opened really 
for settlement tl 1835, number of ploncers had located pre 
Sownys Te #861 i€ had a popslation of 200, This was a very 
lange number of inhabitatant for so short «peels At this time 
ro winter wheat was planted in Wallace, but it produced in 1861 
SSsaoy bush. of spring wheat fom 3,112 ares of barley, 89 acres 
produced 1,742 bush; poss, 664 nees produced 11,499 bush.; oats 
St acres produced 24,946 bush; potatoes, 242 Acres produced 
tovGbo bush; turipsy 398 acre produced! 69,747 bush; of baler 
there were 8.000 Ther; cheese, 7 Ts; maple nogae, 20,852 Ibs: 
home-made Rannely 3389 yutds; 00h, 278 Ibe Of eariages 
for buggies Kept for pleasure there were ten, valued at $330. Total 
Yale of ive stock, 867.18, Population in agar, 2,633. Value 
of property, $1,935 954: 

‘The soil while may iflerfFom those heavy clays found in 
‘other scion, is good. Amonget farmers st would be known 36 
f sharp, avarm sll with porous substrata, forming’ an ideal com 
bination for sucessfl agriculture. That it has been cultivated 
wrth sk and produced abundantly, is evident. Builings,fnees, 
Toads, and other indications al poit € good farming. A system 
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of husbandry has Been pursued quite equal to those advanced 
methods introduced in older seitions. Mived farming has been 
practically adopted throughout. Co-operative dairying. has not 
bewn accepted x a source of wealth ast as in Elna although 
someting has been done in this important branch of industy 

‘While much has been accomplisied in a chor. poiod of forty 
five year, the people have from time ta time lait on themselves 
heavy burdens for improving their tunsportation facies, There 
is no municipality i this county that has contributed Tanger sss 
in aid of ralltoads than Wallace. Bayond her lability for share 
ff ur county debe which has already teen discharged and that 
Portion still to be liquidated (nearly $300,000 of which was pred 
feated before this township had even been surveyedy and not one 
Aba of which was expended in her interest), large sums have 
bean granted. She aided the W., G. © B, railway, the southern 
extension, and the Stratford & Huron railway tthe extent of 
early 860,000 

Tt may be that the debts contrasted hy the United Counties 
for theB. & L. H.ralway—a portion f which she was competed 
to assume—muay have promoted the manifestations of dnafec- 
tion once existing. forts were mide for years by her public 
men 10 obtain a separation from Perth, plan of redeess now 
happily pe longer considered. In a court af equalization, there: 
fore, many circumstances present themselves in connection. with 
this'township not applicable elsewhere. In determining, what 
‘ought and what ought not to be an equitable equalization in 
Wallace reference should be had t0 those circumstances which 
have compelled her to contribute s0 largely of her substance ia 
promoting local improvemeats which to her were feally of ns 
rect advantage 

Te is well to consider, alan, that without these large expenditures 
f towaship funds, calculated to enhance real estate value, this 
land other northera municipalities would not have been available 
{oso great an extent a contributors to the present requirements 
of Perth County 

Surveys in Wallace being completod in 185g, it was thrown 
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‘open for settlement in 1855, at fined price of 62 per acre. A 
portion of this amount was Telurned by government as 4 coat 
Baton for local improvements, This rebate was afterwards known 
as the local improvement fund, and payable aoaually. Several 
sctlers had located in Wallace previous toa survey being made 
Mr. John Binning, ao doubt, was frst pioneer, locating where 
Listowel now stands ia 185. Later oo in that year came James 
Stinnom snd is family, locating on what afterwards were [ots 17 
land 18, concession 6 "In 1853 came the families of MeWhionie, 
Witton, Brady, Richard and James Strong, who settled on con. 
cezssion g. John McDermott, for many years a prominent man, 
feos an carly setler, and bile the fret saw mil. South-west 
were north of Ireland poople and Scotch. Here we fnd McKee 
Everal, Coughlin, Smith, and Thompson as fst seters, Sosth- 
saat aro English and Scotch, as Meister, Hunt, Barty, Gordon, 
Binning, Dodds, Hay, and Climic. In the north are North of 
Ireland people, and settlers fom Simcoe. Amongst these re 
Barns, Long, Moffatt, MeDermott, Horne, Johnston, Kearns, 
Renton, Hayes, Eliot, Warren, Henderson, Ruler, Brothers, 
nd Ferguson. Edward Leggatt and Thomas Mfligan were also 
Carly settlers The pioneers who came fom Simcoe had some 
‘xperience in backwoods fe, This was 4 valuable acquisition in 
few country. Their knowledge of the work peculiar to clear- 
ing land was of great advantage to the unshiled immigrants 
fom across theses. Its proximity to Waterloo County and the 
older sections eastward created « lange influx of experienced bush. 
ten, In fiteen years trom its fist setlment Wallace had a 
population of 3.38, indicating rapid progress 

Tn this township are few villages, and those of ite commercial 
importance. ‘This conition doesnot aree from an wnprogresive 
feeling amongst the people. Indeed; the contrary is tue. The 
policy adopted at an early period of siding zaleays had le to 
enteatising trade at to pont, Listowel and Palmerston. These 
feo important towns lying partly within her origin border, 
Afford excelent flies for uaposing of goods at remunerative 
fates At these to points, therefore, large rade in carried ot 
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Gowsostown, about four miles north of Listowel, is now the 
seat of muticipal government. At this village ea tation on the 
G.. R, also telegraph, express and post office, general store 
and hotel, now the only one, I belie, in this municipality 
‘These business pices, with several private residences, comprise 
this rasal ami. 

‘Kurtz, situate about our miles from Gowanstown, oa the 
same concession, is net in importance, This vilage wns founded 
by John Kurtz about 1873, and contains a store, blacksmith shop, 
Post ofce, saw and choppiag mil, cooper shop, and bce n! le 
betory 

Wallaceile, now called Wellace, situated neatly four miles 
‘ess of Gowanstown, was for several years subsequent to ts fist 
settlement a progressive poiat. A station having been built at 
Gowarstown had a deteriorating effect on ity trade, serigsly 
sipping its progress. At present ther i post ofice, gener 
store, chopping mil, and & Bucksmith shop. Al these tages 
se situated on one concession and a few miles from each otter 
‘The country surounding cannot be excelled for ageicalterc 
porposes 

A numberof church buildings exist and religion appears to be 
‘more than an empty form. While several of these are rogulasty 
altended!_on the Sablsth day, Methodist union and other 
siecomstances have caused several t0 be largely if not. whelly 
abandoned for religious service. In Listowel and Palmeston 
nearly all denominations are represented, aod. are_ within easy 
stance of lange section of the township. People ia the rural 
Astits, therefore, aval themselves of attending service in these 
places to a much greater extent than in pioneer days, when 
facies for travelling were not ood. 

‘The Evangelical Latheran Tesity Congregation, © Msoust 
Synod,” was organized in t874. Originally there was only one 
shurch ofthis denomination in Wallace, when a scparnion took 
place, and another congregation organized Its frst minister was 
Rev. H. Brewer. When thi new body was set apart they erected 
8 feame church on lot 30, concession 5, since substituted by brisk, 





: 
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in which service stil held. te rt congregation was composed 
of 15. members, ow fncressed to about 200 souls, with Rev 
Henry Battenburg as pastor. In iew of a Sabbath seioo, classes 
fre held by the miniatr, having an attendance of about 44 pupil. 

“The Evangelical church, on lot 36, concession 7, was organized 
fn Hog by Rev, Le Rothermal aod log building erected 
Services were held in this stracture till 1882, when the present 
bck church was constructed. This congregation fas been 
prosperous, having ow about 200 members. Mr. L. Good as 
Zopetincndent conducts @ Sabbath school with about 163 pupil 
Rev. L, Wittic is the pastor now ia charge. 

“The Evangelical Association, on conceron 2, was organize in 
1868, and a chutch erected in 1870, 00137, costing about $1,000. 
Serves are stil held in this bulding, Its Gest minister was Rev. 
J.C. Stacbler, whose pastorate comprised 33 members, now in- 
reused to 44: There is also a Sabbath school conducted by 
William Good having an atendance of 30 pupils. Rev. K. Bt, 
of Listowel, is pastor. ‘The Evangelical cbarch at Rurtavile was 
‘nganized in 1885, and. stone ling, erected by the Mennonite, 
was bought from that bods, where services are sil held. At its 
inception this congregation numbered 17 members, nov increased 
toy, Nbout so pupils attend the Sabbath school in charge of 
Mes Henry Fishes. Rev. Mr. Bit is also pastor of this church. 

To 1855 an Episcopal church was established near Shipley by 
Rew. Me, Newinan, who was an excellent and kindshenrted man, 
A rick building was erected, but this congreyation did) not 
prowper as others, Service is now held here fm summer only, By 
Rew Me. Farr, of Atwood, A Methodist chuech, Known as 
Stewart's, was erected on lot 15, concession 3, which is now wsed 
for Sabbath school perposes cay. 

‘At Mayne a Methodist congregation was organized at an early 
date, Subsequently frame church was erected. There isa good 
attendance af this tation, now in charge of Rev. David Rogers 

“The Evangelical Asovation, at Wallacvile i a large congre- 
gation, with a church building on lot 7, concession 5. Rev 
Henry Dieslame is pastor. 
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On lot 4, concession 5, is a Methodist chursh, ander the 
pastorate of Rev. Me- Barlett. ‘This congregation quite pro 
restive, having over 75 members. A Sabbath school i also con 
Acted in connection, having an average atendance of $0 pupils 
‘th Me. James Del as superintendent, 

Ata very early period of settlement in Wallace a Mennonite 
congregation was organized, and a church erect on Tot 43, con- 
teasion 7. Montezuma Brothers was principal promoter of this 

‘On lot 3, concession 7, is Zion Methodist church, This com 
sreyation has erected a brick building, and has x membership of 
fhout 30, "Under Rev. Me. Bartlett this station i progressive 
“Thote i also @ Sabbath schoo}, having about so pupils, under Me 
. C. Robinson as superintendent 

The Evangelical Lutheran church op lot 3, concession 9, was 
stablshed ata more recent date than many others ia. Wallace, 
Since opening this mission a few years ago steady, if not rapid, 
progress i being made, Rev. Mr. Draschael i pastor 

Perhaps the oldest church in Wallace is that at Molesworth, 
‘This congregation was organized by Rev. Mr. Renwick at a 
early day. In the Bstorcal sketshes of Elma and Listowel will 
be found farther remarks on this aso 

Provious to 1838 Wallace had no separate municipal history. 
From its fist settlement i formed «pact ofthat district composed 
‘of Logan, Elma and Wallace. This large section of country was 
governed by one council, whose place of meeting wax Mitchell 
ver twenty miles away.” Rapid faux of population led to dis. 
Imemberment—a change rendered necessary for making those 
Improvements requisite to development. Mr. D. D, Campbell 
was appointed by the county council to conduct the first election 
Op January 18, 1858, Me. Campbel, x acting slerky presided 
over Wallace's first counel. This body was composed of Free- 
boon Kee, who was chosen reeve, Jas. Bolton, John McDermott, 
John Wilbon and Joseph Faracomb. After completing those 


formaies wsual in organising © new council their fist motion 
vas one regarding « union school section fetween Elma. snd 
oy 
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Watlacs, comprising lots 17 to 5%, inclusive, concession one 
‘Thus in common with all other municipalities, « school seftion 
wear begeo, which continued for many years before an adjustment 
Wros reached, “At this meeting another motion was introduced, 
omewhat pericious ia its results, and one I rogret to say longer 
cted upon inthis township than aay ether ia this county. This 
tras a subordination of theie own dignity by asking tenders for 
thot offces which it was part of thir prerogative to bestow 
[Adopting this principle subrogated thee itallgence to. mercen- 
fy consietation of dollars and cents, When 2 council of 
Councilors shrink from exercising those powers conferred upon 
thom by statute, they are-no longer equal to their duties, and 
their conduct detract fom the dignity of that poston they are 
Called upon to fil: "The prerogative of appointing Bt and proper 
‘tices tr servants of the people is one which no representative 
Shan can ignore. To sect an ofcer from several applicants on 
the score of clamorous importanity or pecuniary need asexpressed 
In hin tender in preference to natural Bess or acquired exper 
nce, fe not conducive to carrying out those ideals essential 10.8 
progressive democracy 

Tt a mectng in Febranry tenders for offices were opened and 
read, These Were, indeed, extremely modest; Me. Christopher 
Massey Hemsworth's being 843 per annum for clerk —was 
Accepted, Whatever may hve teen Me, Hemsworth’s other 
{uatcatons for this postin, as 2 caligraphist he had no eq 











Srmongst municipal offers in this county. For treasurer, W 
fam Craig. received $40} sstemor, Wiliam Henderson, $50; 
collector, James Stason, S42. These amounts were gute i 
Sdequate as compensation for dats to be performed by these 
fice, and could only have been accepted through lack of 
Inowledge regarding the requrements they would be called on 

to porto: Except Me. Hemsworth, who retained his position 
foc'many years, a change was quickly effected io all other offces. 
“The mantle of this old ofcer seems to have fallen onthe present 
Incumbent, whose long period of service as clerk of Wallace has J 
been characterized bya fathfol discharge of his duties, 








A second meeting was held in February, 1858, and an attempt 
made t0 dispose of school section dificult by one sweeping 
treasure of onganiction for the whole township. A by-law was 
passed creating ton districts, four of which were unions. This 
fnactment was considered an equitable one, and it was fondly 
hoped that the excitement which had been =o prevlent would 
soon subside. But, “the best lad schemes of mice and men 
{gang oft agiey." The trend and varying progress ever present in 
{new country, with other exigencies conttantiy arising, rendered 
hortive any attempt at 4 prompt solution of school Foundares 
Readjustment after readjustment took pace, and it was ot ti 
expensive and more permanent buildings were ereced that schoo! 
legislation was eliminate from local politi. 

‘A this mocting other imporeant mensures were passed, such as 
{shining those securities to be given hy township ofcers. The 
‘ler was required to give bonds for £500; treasures, who was 
also clerk ater this year, £3,000; collector, £1,250. Councillors 
were each to rectve 82 per day foreach day at the board. By. 
avs were passed regulating houses of entertainment, of which 
this township appears never to have had more than five at present 
there is only one). License Tees were xed at Sry per antum for 
hotels, wth 7o cents tothe cle for issuing. On March 23, with 
| prompiness worthy ofiitation by all govering Bodies, a settle 
ment with the newy separated municipalities was made, and duly 
rated By all partes. This report allows lilies against Logan 
amouoting to £286, 8s, 835d, with a counter claim against 
Wallace of £113, ton or a balance in favour of the latter 
amounting to £175, 18, Bd.” Copies of thie report ace signed 
by Mr. Robert Jones, reeve of Logan, and Alex. Campbell and 
Patrick Collins on behalf of Wallace. At the next seston a 
scheme was inaugurated for public brary, and Stoo granted to 
rarchase books. Regulations highly commendable were form: 
Ine for extending its usefulness. Like those attempts, made by 
‘tier municipalities, education Uhgough the medivm of a circu 
lating rary i not succeed, Machinery in every case was set 
in motion, but the impetus was soon exhausted, and, as far as 
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‘councils wore concerned, recsived no further attention. Another 
Stupeative motion frequently occurring im old minute books sets 
TORE that —"wcrossways may be made of any kind of timber except 
tnsswood, string pees not to Be more than ton inches in diameter, 





‘os logs not fess than sx inches atthe top end and nt less than 
fitoca fac in Tength." In August an ietimation fom the county 
‘ere was read that 8,605 was to be levied for county purposes 
SSveral schools also applied No.6 fr $252; No. 3, $280; No. 7 
Soe A total ate. was ordered by the council to be collected 
mounting to $2,209. In Febratry, 1859, the securities given 
by towntipoffces were ngain reconsidered, the collector Being 
roared to give as surety Boo aces of land subject to approval of 

‘From a statement made in March, 1859, we are oforded an 
insight into pionect life ina dark period of its history. failure 
Sf cope in 1838 was followed by great hardship and distress in 
any backwoods homes throughov# Perth County. In a tow 
{hip so recently settled as Wallace, where the contest with poverty 
tras at ie evtcial pint between success and failure, Tosing 8 
Sears labour fell on a struggling pioneer with crushing effect. 

















pplication was made for s share in the lef fand set apat by 
Gmcounty coun which was demanded in all municipalities 10 
iigreater of lose amount, In. Ward No. ty Wallace, was die 
{eibuted 8a barrels flour and 338 bush: wheat; No. 2,101 barrels 
four and 195 bush, wheat; No. 3,56 barrels lour and 87 bush 
snheaty No. 4, 36 barrels Bour and 1x0 Bush. wheat; No. 5,85 
Tnnle four and 116 bush. wheat, making a total of 240 barrels 
four and 746 bush, of wheat. | For some eeason unexplained 
“pplicants recived three-quarters the quantity of flour asked for 
fin five-inths the quantity of wheat 

‘tn meeting held on Aggust asth, 1850, a petition was 
presented, praying that by-law No. 34, prohibiting the sale of 
Epirtuoustquor, Be repealed. Another petition of an exteaorin 
ily character, war also presented, "praying that a meeting of 





epayers be called 19 discuss the peopriety of preventing the 
Coax council from constructing a gravel road through the 
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fovwnthip.”” Also, “to consider the propriety of ptitoning 
Parkament to grant a separation of Wallace from Porth, and 
ones it t9 Wellington or a new county 9 be formed.” "Ax a 
frattes of fact, Wallace, by the authority of paciament, was 
Pisce ia both Perth and Wellington Counties Itwas na, there 
fore, till complete organization war effected in Perth that the 
mistake was recliled. ‘These. proceedings indicate © certain 
imount of discontent, which no doubt exited for many years 
Subsequent to these events, Characterized by bitersess it cer- 
tainly, when efforts were made to prevent the county counel 
rom carrying eut much-needed improvements. AS to separation, 
there could be no vaid reason for sich a movement. Nothing 
ould be gained by annexation to Wallington, Distance from 
Stratford may have been an argument in favour of dismember 
fen tt woul Be git apelin te ther ese Tn 89 
plan wa submitted, The new county was to be called “Blakey 
and tobe composed of the townships of Minto and Maryborough, 
ftom Wellington ; Mornington, Elma, Wallace, and. Listowel, 
fiom Perth and. Grey, Howick, and Tarabury, fom Huron 
Arrangements were made to bring the whole’ matter before 
Paiament, Delay ruined the sebeme 

‘An important product of this new fertile country ws a crop of 
energetic country towns, who ike all youths mere progressive and 
Consequential, Listowel, Hartston, and Palmerston previous to 
{87 when the lat mesting was held, were all sapting to the 
Aigity and importaace of being county seat,” Their anwiety ia 
this instance appears to have outgrown their discretion. ach 
tone of them was determined that iit could not receive the decided 
Advantage for itself t would as far as possible prevent other 


Asprants from succeeding. Thus the whole plan, which never 
teas good, became st nce abortive through petty jealousy of each 
Sher. While thi scheme of a new county was unsuccessful, 2 
Compete change of policy soon took place amongst the people 
regarding gravel road improvement. to 1863 the central gravel 
road leading northward from Listowsl was io course of constrace 
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tion, This was «great boon to Wallace in enabling her people to 
transport ther surplus products with some degree of comfort. 

‘bout 1860 certain events transpired in this towoship which 
literally leaves an improssion on all ofa papers emanating from 
its council Memories of thee are embodied io the coat-oF-arms 
tngraved in its corporate seal. Prioe to 1865 Wallace had no 
‘Corporate sel, Te ix trac her public documents had a distinctive 
Character, arising from a plentiful application of red sealing wax 
Stuck pear oficial signatures, Meantime, to events im Canadian 
Fistory: had taken place which gave rise to an idea afterwarde 
formulated into a coatotarms, the mort unique, andy dare say, 
appropriate of any corporate soe in this county 

Th September, 1860, the Prince of Wales, now King Edward, 
visited Canada.” At Kingston all clases, orders and societies had 
‘rected arches in his honour. Amongst others that of the Orange 
forder. The Duke of Neveastle, who was guardian of th Price, 
{efused 10 enter the city unless this obnoxious arch was removed 
Ofcourse it wis not removed; His Grace, therefore, id ot at 
that time visit Kingston. This was aocopted asa direct insult to 
the order and their principles, During the period of this excite: 
mmeot am election vas beld i this county. TM. Daly war 
Candidate of the Conservative pary- Hon. Michael H, Foley, a 
Catboie, war the candidate of his opponents. Wallace gave 
Tange majority for Mr, Daly, which aroused the indignation ofthe 
Toronte Globe, This paper had been endeavoring, since the 
Incident at Kingston, to nite the whole Protestant’ party, but 
tery filled with the Orangemen. In a spct of retaliation 7 
aceused the Tors, and Orangemen in particular, of haviog 
fecourse 10 intimidation in Wallace, preventing their opponents 
from reconing thei votes. Be this as it may, the Gabe, having 
tuhausted its reportoire of vitperatve politi! epithets, at last 
Stumbled on that of calling the Wallace Tories,  Dalys Lambs, 
for" Wallace Lambs." Meantime, Hoo. John Hillyard Cameron, 
ttho was Grand Master of the Orange order, had been sent to 
England with the address ofthe Canadian Orangemen. He was 
graciously received by Her Majesty, who accepted the address, 
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thus gaining « tiumph over Newcastle, A double victory had 
boon gained, one over Newcastle and another over Mr. Foley. Tt 
wos determined these should be commemorated in corporate 
esl,” On this nsignia of authority two wreathes of maple Teaves 
‘pring from the lower side extending upwards, branching right 
hd Int, forming’ an alcove inthe contre supporting erown a a 
“ymbal of loyalty im Both partes. In the cantre of this alcove 
Stands the lamb, a perpetual memorial of meekess and good-will 
{all moo, and safe under the protecting mis of British power. 

The term “Wallace Lamb” realy originated stan election in 
the agjoining County of Wellington, between Mr. Chas. Clark, 
the Reform candidat, and Me. Gowan, Conservative. Mr. T. R 
Ferguson, M.P. for Simcoe, was a relative of Mire Gowan, and 
assisted a the contest. On the evening of the Best days polling 
fe was rumoured thatthe Reformers had recourse to intimidation, 
preventing Me. Gowan's fends from voting. A large number of 
Wallace people were tom Simos, and to them Me. Ferguson 
applied for support, and the clans were aroused. From a eter 
Wetton by Me. Jas. Robinson, of Crandell Maitabs, who was an 
ctor in the scone, we subjoin an extract as indicating what was 
‘ot uncominon in old times at election contests: Barly om the 
imoraing of the cond day the men of Wallace were therein great, 
numbers, marshalled by TR. Ferguson, when whiskey ran 
fre and riot ran high. Every man was armed with a kood 
Sout stick, and no surrender was the word. The apposiag forces 
Soon came together, and hostilities bean, contining, with Var. 
ing success for both parties.” In the melee Mr. Ferguson could 
heard far above the di cling to hs friends, "Be quiet, my dear 
lambs; be quiet, my awect lambs” Te was on this occasion, and 
atthe vits i Hastonvile where they were Jubbed lambs. Had 
they been called ions the name would fave been more appro 
Pritt." "At the close ofan election it offen happened thatthe 
‘olution of phenological development had been rapi varied, 
fnd abundant, Maos an al seer who had gone to exercise his 
franchise, with ead as smooth a+ a tomipy returned with his 
tania organism so coerugated in eatline at would have been a 
‘ery symposium for investigation to Combe or Fowles 
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Prior 1 1867 this township hal no eslways nearer than Stat 
ford or Mitchell, entailing great inconvenience in moving suru 
farm products to market, An offer by the WG. & By railway 
board of dirctors trun their line through its northern section 
war hailed with delight. A by-law granting $25,000, payable fx 
Itrenty years, was submited ip September, nd carried by @ good 
Imajrity. On September 2374, 1871, further bonus of 810,000 

rated to the southern extension onward to Listowel. Ia 
1873 2 county byw was pasted, granting $80,000 tothe Stratford 
& Huaran, and $0,000 to the Stratford & Port Dover railroads, 
so pasting through Wallace. lndapendent, therefore, ofa share 
‘ofthe county hones, which she would be required to pay, im 1874 
nother Stojooo was granted to this road. Thos, during thee 








Years directly and indirect, financial responsiblies had eon 
incured in this township amounting to nearly 0,000. Having 
nade these Hberal grant, it was several years before Wallace ad 


{station within her lite, Long and persistent efors had been 





tnade, culminating ina threat of legal proceedings, before the rae 
{oad carried out their agreement, opening a station at Gowans- 
own, being the basis of their contract ia oblaining a boats 
While this township had granted substantial aid to these great 
improvements, she had a tource of income from schoo! Inada 
which relieved her to. some extent from pressure under these 
‘bligations rior to 1886 revenue derived fom schoo! land sd 
“mounted to 824,545. Ths had been paid by the government ws 
her share ofthe improvement fund, 

Tn Wallace at preset transportation fsiities are good Two 
energetic and progressive towns have Been carved partly from her 
limits. OF these, Palmerston, asa ral conte, rivals Stestord 
in importance. Trains are despatched from thix pon in all irc 
tions by mhich every corner of this county can be reached. A 
Station at Gowanstown affords a conveaient shipping point or 











Surplus products in that section, Schools are equal to any in 
Perth County. Farm buildings atest» high degree of thrift and 
infeligence amongst her settlers. Reads, wile all are not equal 
to those in some other municipalities, are rapidly impeoving 
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‘These advanced conditions all indicate a fertile soil and sia 
evelopment in agricultural methods 

Following is a ist of municipal oficers fom the period of 

TReews 188-05, Frecborn Kee; 1861-3, John McDertott; 
18g, James Bolton 1865-73, Joba McDermott; 1874, Jom HL 
Ceti 1875-80, John MeDermot; 188-3, George Felis: 1885-0, 
James Robinson; 1890-5, G. V. Poole; #857. John Willoughby: 
‘Hop-tgo, Jobs Brisbins agora, Joseph Walker 

Deputy Reever.—1862, George Mills, Grst deputyeeves 1863, 
Wi. Follis; 1864, Freehorn Keo; 1865, Wn. Folls 186, Dasil 
1. Campbell, 1867, Won, Follis; 1869, Edward Lacks 870-3, 
Andrew Lite 1875-5, George Folly 18768, Alex. Kennedys 
1839, John Willoughbys 1880, Alex. Kennedy; 1881, John 
Willoughby: 18854, Alex. Kennedy; 18855, John Willoughby: 
Byer, Alen: Kennedy; 1895-5, John Willoughby; #857, Henry 
Coghiin; 1898, Joseph Walker. 

Councilors. 1858, James Bolton, J. McDermott, Joba Wilson, 
Jos. Faracombs 1855, }. Belton, J. MeDeemott, J. Wilson, Wn 
Clinie: 1860, J. MeDermott, J. Wilson, We, Hemswort, Joseph 
erncomb; #861, Richard Stong, Wen. Folls, D. D. Campbell, 
James Bolton; 1862, Wm. Falls, D. D, Campbell, R. Strong 
185, R. Strong. D. D, Campbell, James Mulvey; 1864, D. D. 
Campbell, J. MeDermatt, J- Mulveys 1865, D. D, Campbell, 
Levis Bolton, Mathew Donely; #856, Won Ferguson, Job 
Mills, James McGee; 1857, R- Strong, James Grit, Joseph Kes 
1868, R. Strong, M. Donel, Thomas Gree 185, M. Donel, 
Andrew Lith, Joba Warren: 1870, M. Donel, John Mills, G 
Felis; 1871, G. Folis, J. Mils, M. Dowell: 1872-5, G. Fotis J 
Mills, Wilt Thompson; 1874, J. Mils, Alex. Kennedy, Witham 
Lave; 1875, J. Mill, A. Kennedy, Philip Orth; 1876 J. Milo 
P. Orth, James Robinson; 1877, J. Mills, J. Robinson, William 
Ferguson; 18789 J Mils, W. Fergusoo, Thomas Speers; 1886-3, 
W. Ferguson, W. Robinson, Wiliam King: 188, W. Ferguson 
Michael Faracomb, James Moffat; 1885, W. Ferguson, Robert 
Crag, Jasob Walter; 1885, R. Crsig, J. Walter, John Brishing 














1887, J. Brisin, John Lite, R. Crigs #888.5, J. Briain, Geo, 
Lite, Valentine Beret; 1890, G. Little, Wiliam A. King, Heary 
CCoghiin; 1892-4, W. A. King, H. Cogn, Willam Morey 1895, 
H. Coghlin, W. Morley, Gustave Nickel, 1846, H. Coghli, John 
Brisa, Joseph Walker; #897, W. Morey, J. Walker, Gustave 
Nickel 1898 W. Morley G. Nickel, J. Burns; 1899-1900, 1 
Walker, 'W. ‘Morey, J. Burns, Samual B. Smith; 1901, W. 
Morley, J. Burns, S. B Smith, Joh Koch; 1992, J. Buras, 8. E 
Smith, j- Koch, Andeew Dem. 

‘Clove 18571, Christopher | Massey Hemsworth; 873, 
William Hemsworth; 1873-5, Marmaduke Hemsworth, resigned, 
RG. Robeets, appointed; 1876-1902, R. G. Robert 

Trounrora-—1838,, Wiliam Crug 1859-76, Christopher M. 
Homsworhy #873," Win. Hemeworth; 1873.75,  Marmadoke 
Hemsworth; 1876-1992, Joba Stewart. 

dsseors— 1858, Won. Henderson; 1859, Chas. Adams; 1860, 
Win. Henderson; 1851, Jas. Stinson, Edstard Leech; 1862, Wm 
Henderson; 1863, Samust Davidrons 18%, Robert Newton 1865, 
Frechorn Keer 1855, George S. Climies 1867, F. Kee; 1868) 
Joseph H. Craigs 18yo, Joh Stewart; 1872-2, Joseph H. Craigs 

Ales. MeKay: 1873, Wan. J. Stewert: 1875, Robert Wilson; 
1876, Joo. H. Craig: 1877, Wa J. Stewart; 1878, Jos. H. Crag 
1870, Wo, Stewart: 1880, Jos. H Ceaigs 1883-4, Adam Hunt; 
8¥s, Joho Strong: 1885, Liopd Bours; 887-go, John Strong; 
18910 Thos, ©. Greer; 1893-5, S, E. Hunts 18yp-igee, Adam 
Strong. 

Collectors-—1858, Jas. Stinson: 1859, Chas. Adams; 1850 
Win, Henderson; 1853, George S. Cline; 1863, Thos. MeDowll: 
1854, Jas Melly; #885, Jos. Kee, Joba Warren; 1866, John 




















Warren; 1867-8, Jas. Robinson; 18g, George McKee) 1870-3, 
Jas. Mulvey; 2874-5, Wen Follies 8768, J. Warren 1879-8 
Jas. Simpson; 188104, Valentine Beret; 1883-07, Jas. Simpson: 
1898-1903, John Nelson 

Andiiors—1850, Win. Hemsworth, Robert Martin; 1860-1 
Thos. MeDowel, E, Leech; 1862, Joba Michie, Thos. MeDowell; 
1863, Thos. H. Gowan, J. Michie; 186), Robart Newton, R. W. 








Hermon; 1865, Ales. Morrow, Joseph H. Dooly: 1866, Samuel 
Davidson, Frecboen Kee: #867.8, Andrew Little, Robert. Me- 
Dowell; 186970, G. MeKes, F. Kee; 1871, G, McKee, Thos 
MeDowell; 1872, Wen. Fols, John Stewart 1875, George B. 
Gordon, F, Kee; 1874, Geo. S. Climie, Mathew Donelly: 187s, 
J. Stewart, Jas, Robinson; 1876, Jon. H. Craig, Robert Wilson: 
1877-9, Jobo Mason, Wen. Felis; 88, J. Mason, Wa. Turne 
bul, 188-2, George V. Pools, Wi Turnbull, 1885, J. Mason, 
G. V. Poole; 1884-9, Henry Coghlin, G. V. Poole; 1850, Adam 
Hust; Wm, Somervile; 1894-5, Win. Somerville, George Howie 
18o6, Wan. J. Somers, Wm, J. Turmbuly 1858-1990, Harvey 
Eis, Wan J. Turnbull. 





ee 


CHAPTER XXIIL 


Not 4 more beautiful spot in the valley of the Thames could 
hve been choses fora town than tet at Little Falls. A triple 
descent over three legos of cock, each fFom to to three feet in 
perpendicular height bythe river whose volume in pioneer days 





host impressive. It pctirenque envionment i these bentifa 
‘alleys, withdrawing north, south and east, must have formed 
Slerce eal weston 

To this spot came Mr. Thomas Ingersoll in 181, and was fest 
pionscr at Litl Falls Subsequent to Blanshard being sueveyed, 
In igo, Mr. Ingersoll had made certain arrangements with the 
Canada Company to erect a saw and grist mill as an indacement 
for settlers tolocate inthis new tows. To atx an object x0 
desicable Me. Ingersll sent staff of workmen to. proceed with 
these improvements in the autuma of 841. With these pioneers 
ame James McKay, stil ving in St. Marys, and last remaining 
‘of those hardy backwoodsmen who came to Litle Falls previous 
to 1845. A saw mill was erected on what in now Water street, 
fon its west sider and close to Trout creck. At this point was eu 
oven the rt tree in St Marys. A log house was erected, iato 
which Wiliam Carroll came wih his wie snd ei also in 1841 
This building was wsed as u boarding house for Me, Ingersol's 
workmen and such travellers ax ventured into tis remote setl- 
Inent, Another log house was erected on the northwest corner of 
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‘Water and Queen streets, and another near the corer of Church 
and Park strats by Me. Tracey. These bulldings were completed 
in 1842, and consttated at tht period the hamlet of Lite Falls 

Pri 10 1844, a8 willbe noticed by 4 reference to.“ Historical 
Sketch of Blanshard,” umber of setters had located in thie 
new section, "On the occasion of «vst during that year by Mr. 
Jones, Canada Company Commissioner at Goderich, ‘who was 
accompanied by his wife, it was decided by the cians that 
‘more euphonious name than Little Fall should he given to this 
now important village. The honour of giving a new name Was 
accorded to Mrs. Jones, who had subseribed ten pounds towards 
‘erecting school. This bling stands om the corner of Jomes 
fod Queen stects, and itll used for school purposes. | Mrs. 
Jones therefore, named Liste Falls io honour of herself, calling it 
St. Marys, hee name being Mary. The vext buildings erected in 
St. Marys were two stores, one by Mr. Cruttenden, from Beach 
Wile, and another by James McKay. These stood! together about 
the contre ofthe block between Water and Wellington strects, on 
‘Queen stroct, orth side. This was in 1843, On the south side of 
Queen street was another log building, orected also by Mr 
Cruttenden for a hotel the frst in St Marys. Between thie 
hostlery and Water street was fenced in with a ral fence, forming 
an enclosure where the oxen ware fed while their owners, Were 
{quests ofthe hotel or transacting business elsewhere. This space 
‘vas afterwards occupied for n period of nearly Bity years by the 
National hotel, and now by the Whelihan black, "South of this 
ate yard, eastside of Water strost, wa a coal pil, where coke 
‘was made, wo supply the only Blacksmith shop in Mlasshaed. This 
shop was opened by a person mamed Sith near where i now the 
post offce, corner of Jones and Water steste. ‘The next impor 
‘wot branch of trade stabilised in St. Marys ws that of hoe 
making, by Me. Dano. Meantine Mr, Ingersoll had completed 
his grist mil, and St. Marys began to assume the airs of smart 

During: these years, between 1841 and. 1849, Blanshard was 
rapidly filing up, and @ number had penetested into the woods far 





west ofthe river. Amongat others an enterprising an courageous 
young pioneer, weary of his lonely condition and the col, chee. 
ites aspect of his log cabin, sought out 2 fair one on whom he 
could centre his affections and make her the cherished ornament 
Of his home life. Amid those leafy shades of Blanshar's lovely 
valleys he woold and won a fai Backwoods maiden. ‘They had 
arranged to abvidge the petied of thir courtship, nd complete 
their happiness in a most proper and orthodox way by entering 
into the closer relationship of matrimonial Ie. With these very 
tural and highly honoursble intentions they repaired to Lite 
Falls, ata Hikly place where a clergyman could be found, who, by 
performing the ceremony, would consummate thelr bliss," Fortune 
fo far had favoured them, x minister, by chance, happening to be 
visting at Litle Falls who would, doubles, be pleased to com 
plete their happiness, "A Heanee had been procured ffom London 
Some days previous, and everything ssemed pointing t0 4 happy 
fermigaton. But, las forall aman expectations, ‘The river wae 
rolling in trie fury from bank to bank and they hed No ean 
of crossing. On its eastside stood the minister, with that wil, 
Folling stream dashing between him and the young people oa it 
twestem shore, Hope seemed for 4 moment to dein thee hearts 
Bur it was only for a moment. Iti sad love laughs at Tooke 
smiths, nei does at foaming rivers. I the license could be sent 
across procoedings might go forward. Even this obstacle could 
bbe overcome, and was overcome by the ingenious bride. No 
solation of their difcuties was presented by the bridegroom. 
Tie the license around stone,” whispered the, bushing 
maiden, “and throw i over." Thie plan was adopted, and the 
martage solemnized, let us hope t0 the supreme. contentment 
of het whose timely suggestion had been productive of such 
happy results 

‘On Jones stcet, near the river, yet stands unprotectad in te 
lonesome decay an ld landmark ia St. Marys-—an aged maple 
tree. This old tee has a history. Ie was under ite spreading 
branches the minister stood when the young couple waited on the 
ther side, Here he pronounced those obligations and respon- 

















sities they wore to assume efe they entered that delectable 
land, amid whose hills and vals they were destined to wander fill 
death should sever them. Under thie eld tree he stood and 
listened forthe revocable pronouncement of that youth pai, 
‘who, with hands clagped, called above the nosy waters, I wil 
Never was such» marriage consummated in St. Marys. There 
were no pages on that occasion, no orange blossoms, no Mower 
ils, no canopy of ambrosial aromatic sweets. Aye; but i was 
foae the less loyal, nor less happy, that it was celebrated under 
the wider and more glorious canopy of heaven Gail's heaven, 
‘What if there were no organ’ sft sell in messed tones of the 
wedding march, was there not a more benutiful cadence in that 
rolling river, intermingled with bids sweet songs in that old tee, 
‘which ssemed to if its leafy head moce proudly at such atime to 
From 184s 9 1844 Little Falls had no postal facilities beyond 
that supplied by Mr Crittenden and Mr. McKay. ‘These gentle- 
men were selicoanttuted postmastere and mall carters Mr, 
Crattenden, when he brought his supplies frm Beachvil, brought 
mal also." This was dinteibted by himself and Mr. McKay to 
their Several customers as they chanced to cll, AS Blanchard 
was speedily settled, Litle Fails grew rapidly. Queen stret 
was clated ofits ancient covering of timber, A great bunk of 
rave}, about twenty fet in perpendicular height, Which erosted 
|W at sight angles where the town hall and’ Windsor hotel now 
Stand, was levelled and made suitable for trafic. Business men 
had gathered jo and erected buildings. Moses, Edward Long, 
Milner Hartson, George Melatyee, Moserip, Barron, Flaws, Mez 
Cusig, MeDonald, Hutton, Guest, and many others had largely 
‘extended its commercial interests, supplying new settlers with 
goods necessary to backwoods lift, Stests were now lid out, 
snd a few private residences began to appear here and there 
amongst those black stumps which stil disfigured its principal 
thoroughfares. Queen street presented a busy scene of trac 
With oxen and sleds. Stores were being erected much distin 
seushed by a simplicity im architectural dssign, These were built 












































ususilly with gables to the street, and were low structures, in 
Whose interior were displayed a class of goods suitable to pioneer 
Hfe—potaah kettles, logging chains, cow bells, axes, cowhide 
boots, moccasin, homemade Manoel, maple sugar, and fx pork 
having prominence. In « place of such importance, therefor, 
postal faites could not longer be dslayed. Daring #845 4 
Fogular mail service was established fom London, and. Lite 
Falls, of St Marys became a trading centre fora grat extent of 
fertile county. 

Te seas not fils period subsequent to 18 that St Marys began 
to assume its present appearance, Prior to that Une le good 
buildings existed, and these ware on Queen seeet. Allie truce 
tures were of stone. The Oddfellows all, the largest and most 
massive building in St. Marys, ix also of stone, and would be 
Croditable to a much lager town. As ate a8 1870 brick was not 
‘hed to any extent for building purposes, all permanent structures 
being ef stone, from which arose chat familar appellation, Stone 
Town.” Although inexhaustible deposits of rose are found in 
lowe proximity, easy all ew structures are. nove built of Brick 
‘This seems un improvement, relieving that monotonous regularity 
on the principal stests, As late a8 1860 St. Marys could hoast 
‘of comparatively few residences, and these were modes, indeed 
Excepting 4 lage dwelling, now owned hy Messrs. Weir, which 
owned the hilrtop on Church strest south, all others were 
‘esttute of ordinary architectural embellishment. Thc eeidence 
was erecta by Mr. Tracey, an old pioneer, who was owner of & 
Portion ofthat land on which the town is built, This eminence 
now most beautiful, and every way worthy of those luxurious 
Gvelings that nestle here and there amongst a mast of foliage 
crowning this height. Forty years ao this spot was naked and 
‘bre, presenting a cold and cheedessaspoct. 

“The only public building worthy of mention, even for several 
years subeguent to 1860, was the eenteal school, This strctare 
Sill remain, and although it does not challenge our admiration in 
its commonplace outlines, it has the merit of being subrtanta 
Dring the autumn of "1859 war completed another rookery 
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gated by the appellation of tows ball. Thi crowning effort of 
belohment was quite maltfrious in the various objects i was 
“tsigoed to accommodate. Kt was bul of frame, painted dirty 
Selow. A small erection on ies roof like m pigeon-house Was 
ieoominated the cupola or bell tower. ts exterior aspect, 
fincouth though i was, scarcely indicated the conditions of i 
interior arrangements a far a color or odor was concerned. Tt 
vas a wefl structure and within ie Blthy walls were located & 
Inayors olfce, twa clerk's offce, police ole jl, several 
hrtcher stalls and various repositories for hides, whose redolent 
‘Hlovin would have indicated a splendid subject for investigation 
by our preeot board of health, This old place was destroyed by 
fre several years ago, and in s8on a maifcent new building 


raised i its stead, worthy of the ctzens and highly ornamental 





forthe town, 

In 1898 the Grand Trunk rallway reached St. Marys, giving an 
lippetus to all classes of trade, which was of great advantage to 
fil For yeary subveguent to this event St Marys grain masket 
twas fr in advance of any surrounding Business centres. On the 
Sireots could be aekn every day a dozen of grain buyers, all busy, 
Ith long seings of loaded wagons pouring oto town from all 
Gitections. During automa the market square was for several 
hours cash day blocked with teams, and extending down Queen 
reel as far as Wellington was a mass of men and horses, with 
Grheat and. other products awaiting an opportunity t0) move 
Goward. George Carter, the pioneer grain. merchant of St 
Maryos was for twenty-five years a conspicuous Bure amid thie 
bustle and apparent confusion, Mr. Carter was in many respects 
‘dating speeulator, and in his most energetic days did mach to 
Inaintain the precedence this town had gained as a gen market. 
‘vast quantity of produce owed into St. Marys at that period, 
the Grand Trunk ‘being the primary cause, which in a few 
years was disseminated amonget several ober points, In 1860 
the mainline was opened to Sarnia, and markets were established 
in Lacan, and, lator sil, Granton. This seriously affected the 
tvesern trade and the subsequent building ofthe London, Huron 
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& Bruce ruilroad destroyed it to a stil greater extent. The 
‘opening ofthese roads, though most advantageous tothe sections 
‘Steountry through which they passed, almost fora time paalyzed 
St. Marys. Daring the lat ten years many evidences of return 
ing pronperity are observable, arising from causes which we trust 
til he eating and conducive to sold progress. To facilitate the 
Tolume of business axing out of this movement in grain and 
ther farm produsts, a Branch of the Baok of Montreal was 
‘stablinbed ia 1862, and Tater onthe Traders Bank also opened a 
Franch, which to Bnaacial institutions have aided greatly in 

‘With the infor of population subsequent to 1843 we note also 
the presence of professional men. The medical staf was 
represented at an early day by Dr Thayer. He was a thio, wity 
man, and nature seems 10 have designed him for pioneer work, 
Dr. Nelles, De: Coleman, and De. Wilson were all old pioneers 
[At present sight medical men reside in St. Marys: Dr. Matheson, 
Der Brown, De. Sparks, Dr. Smith, De. Fealeigh, De. Stanley. 
Dr, Know and De. Hotham all graduates of our schools and 
Coligges. In law Me, Dartnel, who was elevated to the bench 
Mr. Mactadden, late county court cert, and Laon M. Cech were 
pioneers. This profession is now represented by Messrs. E. W. 
Harding, Je W. Graham, Leonard Hatstone and Armour Ford 
Dental surgery was not introduced in St Marys for maayJoues 
subsequent to ist settlement, Dr. Rupert being = plonece. This 
branch of surgery is now represented by Dr. James Roberts, Dr 
‘MeGorman, Dr. Follck ang De, Harden. Veterinary science has 
three representative. Drs Willi Gibb was for several years an 
tsaminge atthe Toronto Veterinary School and president of the 
Veterinary Assocation, Dr. George Gibb and Dr, Willa 
Steveos are graduates of Toronto, I Bld sports St. Marys has 
flways maintained an advanced poston. Ia those amusements 
fovconducive to manly development which attract Canadian youth 
She has no mess share of honour. Her culers have vangushed 
many a foe on hard fought felis. On several occasion they have 
‘ood face to fae with the finals Amonget thore old veterans of 
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the broom and gliding stone time has made sid havoc, Many of 
‘ur eld enthusiastic champions who stood around the tee giving 


Shout of triumph at a lucky shot are now, als! lagging on 
death's bog score.” 

Tn #853 fas issued the fist newspaper in St. Marys, by Me 
George R. Mclatosh, «son of a old pioneer setter. This paper 
tras call the Journal, and Reform in police. It was sold to 
Mes Abbott, who transform it into n Conservative organ. Mean 
time Mr Riggs established another paper in Reform interests, 
tebich he named the Argue, Aboot t857 Mc. A. J. Belch became 
Droprietor of this paper, conducting i fora number of years with 
ome sussess. Newspaper circulation at that period was very 
limited. To ensure even moderate success @ man ventering on 
the set of journaiss had eaually to be editor, proprietor, pub- 
Tsher, compositor, presman, and devil, all eombiged. ‘The Argns 
is now a lively eight-page paper, printed by a steam press. Me 
Dillon, present editor and publisher, ian expert and clever writer 
While the drus was making way into many homes, Br. Abbott 
fasued 4 Conservative paper as 4 second venture, the Journal 
mentime having become defunct. This paper pasted throogh 
Inaay insides, changing. names and proprctors frequently, 
‘oti i came ita possesion of Joba W. Hedy, a most enterprising 
Publisher, who, under it orignal name, has given it an inflcnce 
ever previously attained fits history. The owral, Uke the 
‘Argus, an eight-page sheet, both having a large advertising 
fatronage, Sts Marys bas now a thin proting. office, well 
quipped, uted for job work only, and owned by Me. M. J. Dovey. 

For two years subsequent 10 frt settlement thore were no 
schools, Ings Me. Nicholas Rogers came to Little Falls, 
tnd opened a private school, ‘There was a0 builing, but he 
teansovmed a part of his shanty into 8 seminary, where he tained 
the young boys and girls ofthis new section. Since that period 
educational matters have mie great progress, ample provision 
Saving boom made for comfort and convenience both to teachers 
hd children, "St. Marys hos now four pubic and one separate 
febool in which are employed a sal of nine teachers. The public 
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schools are under prinsipal Wiliam D. Spence, his. assistants 
Tens St. Marys public school buildings are severely 





nga fr 
plein architectural style nd certaily indicate a desire for wtilty 
ithe than show. One of these i an ancient structite, eested 
a Boncer day as a place of incarceration for evildoers This 
MeRforable om for taining innocent youth. The separate 
eiool nas a substantial and well equipped building, and s also 
Soin good wor, employing one teacher only. 

Tee pea high school was erected, which, afew years ater, 








a region of its effective work, wax cevated to the dignity of 
* Cotkgite Tostiate. This i an imposig and. well equipped 
fnsncr have, gone out many lever stents, 
of fame, adding lotr, 


School fom whose 
Shove names ave now writen oo the st 
pote Se Marys alone, But to Canada This institution as been 
for many years presided ovee by Mr. Stephen Martin, a worthy 
tind eat edcator, who Das dade his duty well. With him 
aoe erected four sovstants, one being a female. The averaxe 
leatence at this school is about 175, For a more complete 
Ueccription of our public school system and methods employ 
‘hc ccador i referee to ** Remarks on Education” in another part 
Tn the municipal baiting will be found the mechanic insite 














tiorary comsntng of four thousand volumes. This institution is 
ftee 0 all etzens, and open every Taal day. Reading rooms 
io open in connection, on whose tables can be found the 





Teaing poroiats of interest to Canadian readers. ‘This insti 
thon tvopported partly by government aid, and leyely by special 
Heants fam the town, Ite wel conducted by a board of prom 
‘eo cttacns, appointed as governors by the people. A great 
ttumber of sevities “benovslent and otherwise—ae represented 
Se Magy Oddiellows, Hiberians, Foresters, Maceabees, 
CChosce Friends, Workien, Orange Society, Sons of Scotland, 
Gnd most ancient of all; Free Masons, are doing good work 
Te thir places of meeting will be found not oly rational amuse 
ent, bat practical educational work is dove, useful to members 
In business fairs of everyday ie 
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Although St. Marys has several important manufacturing es 
tablishments—one of which is equsl to any in the count) ia 
rubs or arity she i not equal to Stratford or Listowel. "The 
Fest of these seas a saw mill erected in 18. 1843 a. grist 
nll wae also built by Mr. Ingersoll, near Queen stret bridge, 
Sil operated by the G Carter Co, a 4839 Mr, Gilbert Metatosh 
freced a carding and falling mill on Thames avenue. This old 
“stablishment has long since passed away; perbape fee in St 
Marys could now point out the place where i stood. ‘The Brat 
foundry wis erected atthe west end of Quen strest bridge, bout 
"ap. This place is now occupied by O'Brien Bros. Tn 849 
snot foundry was opened hy John R. Moore, where agricultural 
implements were manufactured. Por a period extending over 30 
yours unt his retirement by age, this establishment and its 
propistor enjoyed a ful measure of confidence by his patrons 
This business was, on Mr. Moore's retirement, token over by 
Chas. Richardson & Co, who entered into the manufacturing of 
‘ing now employed on this class of goods, which are sent t0 
very corner of the Dominion, Industry was ill ferther peo 
Inoted by Me, Weir and Me, Forester erecting ®ax mils, giving 
ployment t a large number of our people. A woolen mill hax 
bbe operated by Mr. Myers for a quarter of a century, employ- 
ing over go hands 

Tn t88H David Maxwell & Sons removed their implement 
factory to St. Marys, This is the largest establishment in the 
town, employing a¢ certain seasons about 200 men. Several acres 
tre covered by the plant ofthis frm, whose goods are now sent 
to every comer of the world, By removing. these important 
‘works to this point great impetus bas beon given foal ranches 
OF trade, Of late years 100, the great deposits of stone in this 
Section are. being worked and tileed. Improved crushing 
‘machines have been introduced, and broken stone for macadam- 
lied roads is now being set to. many parts of our county. 
Procuring bullliag stone and time, for which there seems an 
Increasing demand, is aording’remunerative employment to 
large number of mon 
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Besides these important industries there are two planing mills, 
two marble euting establishments, and the largest creamery 
plant in Canada, This enterprise was introduced in 1896, to 
Tranuacture butter for the British marke. In connection with 
this industry are a doven skimming. stations, surrounding the 
central at distance of from five ta ten ales, to which points 
nile i hauled rum through centefugal machines, the cream 
extracted, sent to the central, manufactured into butter, and 
Shipped everywhere. During 1901 over $109,000 was obfhined 
for butter, and putin creation amoaget the farmers who were 
patrons of this tntitation 

For thirty years subsequent to frst settlement, perhaps, no 
place of equa importance possesed x0 many undignified churches 
fe St Marys. They were all ona Tine of equality, and no con- 
fregation could arragute to themselves any mease of superiority 
(ver anther where all were 30 plain In 1883 matters took 








‘ange forthe better, sinos which time great improvements have 
been made, There are now few towns in Canada of equal pope 
Into conaioing’ 90 many fine chorches, ad there are also few 
faving so, many beautiil situations for such buildings, St 
‘Marys Roman Catholic church, on Widder street, is an Snposing 
dice, This mission was established in 1852, of shortly prior to 
‘hat period, by Rev. Father Kirwin, Service was frst hed in 
Patrick, Whelihan’s house, where halfardozen worshippers met 
ing was next erected of boars, ear where the present church 
row stands. Hewvas only at lng intervals, however, that prayers 
trove attended, there bing no resident clergyman. Rev. Father 
Crinnon, who afterwards became Bishop of Hamilton, succeeded 
Rev. Father Kiewio, Under his miiseration a stone church was 
but in 1861, For a perio of more than thirty years service was 
ei! in this old ailing, wnt the congregation had outgrown 
such accommodation as it afforded. In September, 189, under 
ths present pastor, Rev. Father Brennan, the foundation stone of 
fa new and splendid edifice was lady consscration by Rev. Dr 
O-Conner folowing in 1893.” This new building is erucform in 
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plan, and measures 54120 feet. In style itis thirteenth century 
Gothic, modified to some extent, which we think mars the im 
prossvenest ofits font elevation Ttisof St. Marys stone, giving 
fan air of solidity and strength to the whole struture, Label 
Imosldings, string sil, and arch stones are executed in Oho sand 
one, while the rof is covered with slate. Central in the font 
tlevation rises a massive tower to & height of 6 feet, crowned 
witha spire of 6 fet, making in al 0 feet fom the bass to the 
{op of the gilded ero. ‘The main entance is eautflly executed 
jn Ohio stone. On each side are two polished granite columns 
resting on moulded atone bases, and supporting rchly-carved 
Eapitals, from which spring a pointed archy also in Ohio stone 
Side elevations are broken by transepts an) massive buttresses, 
on each side of which is lancet-shaped window. A long sane 
tary of semi-octagonal shape cocupies the north end) and iy 
separated from the nave by a massive arch, The windows of the 
nave, transepts, and sanctuary are of translucet. gles, each 
opening containing an artistically painted figure of « sant. The 
Whole building is finely fished, and lighted ‘wth elececty 
During 2g years Father Brennan bas dove a good work forthe 
Catholics in St. Marys and vicinity. ‘The sangregation now com 
sims of about 130 fails, 

Early records i connection with St, James’ Anglican church are 
meagre and unsatisfactory, affording ile data for a historian, 
Reve Mr. Brough, who afterwards became archdeacon of Huron 
iocese, was the fest Episcopal minister to vst St. Macys 
History leaves hie the eeputaion of being’ @ worthy maa, fall of 
zeal, and with a heart glowing with true missionary apr He 
‘vas a fifa old pioneer. In s8gy be Bet visted. Lite Pall, 
Preaching to the few people settled there at that time: No 
regular incumbent of thie, denomination was stationed ia St 
Marys ei 4836, when Rev. Me. Lampman accepted the respons: 
bility of organising congregation. During Me. Lempman’s 
pastorate church was erected, It was not compete, however, 
for several years, trom causes which interfered sadly ip those 
ays with all esterprisen, ax well as building churches, A 
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rectory was purchased west of the river, where the minster 
Fesided until nyo, when it wax sold, and the present house 
Constructed. The present Angtiean church building is of stone, 
hay since its renovation in 1886, ia striking astration of 
Sd" English ectesiatcal architecture. A prominent feature of 
this tye alow elevation, Banked at one commer with a heavy 
massive tower extending somewhat higher than the building 
Rett The cornice on this tower is coped with a heavy pint ia 
tantellated form, giving to the whole an aspect of solidity rater 
han gracefulnes in outline, "Heavy buttresses support the wal 
Between each ofthese are lansstshaped windows filed with trans- 
facet glass, harmonising with ie interior arrangement. Upon 
Completion of this edifice in 1886 5 had on it @ debt of about 
Spica Tehas had several benefactors fn its history. Mes. Hill, 
‘widow of Arunds! Hil, an old pioneer of Blanshard, was donor of 
wn elegant commurion set and til her death war Kind patron 
‘A beutiful fone of Carrara marble, the giftof Mrs. C.S. Rumsey, 
Fone ofthe interior omaments, adding’ mich #9 is appearance, 
‘The gresent benefactor this church perhaps ever had its present 
tector, Rev. W. J. Taylor. Through his exertions io England a 
Sftient sum was obtained to release i fom all indebtedness 








[Aiccern and prayer desk were also gifts by Mr. Taylor, which 

Methodism in St. Marys did not exist as an organization 
previous to 1848, Service was held by local preachers, of which 
There were several in Nisourl, ax well as by regular ministers 
inno chanced te visit the ew satlement, Subsequent 0 the old 
‘Kone school house on Queen street being erected, meetings were 
held in that building, A regular mission was Best organized in 
1y8 by Rey. Willam T. Willams, who was succeeded ia 1849 
by Rev. Thomas Willams. During +849 2 report on membership 
twas presented, showing +19 names in good standing. Although 
Mr Willams has the honour of establishing Methodism in St 
Marya, he was by no means the apostle of this Body in Blansbar. 
To Rev. Ephraim Evans undoubtedly belongs this distinction 



































His was the voice crying inthe wilderness, “prepare ye the way: 
le 1842 this preacher had established « mission om the BER. in 
the shanty of Me: Johoston Armstrong. which organization is ow 
ion chuech, Blshard 

Methodist progress in St. Marys was rapid, and in 1836 
church was built This was of stone, nearly square, and rely 
constructed. Twelve years Inter an addition was bull 25% 7 
making rather a commonplace looking sanctuary. Service was 
hel in this building tl 1875, when under the pastorte of Ren 
Dr. Rice a fine edice was erected at a cort of St3.000. Tie id 
not log sufce for the wants ofthis rapidly ineensingcongrega 
‘Son. Tn 1893 another large building: was added for a Sabbath 
schol and lecture room, and costing neatly $ysoom. Ia 1896 
stil futher accommodation was necesiry, and the interior was 





re-nodklled at considerable cost. "The auditorium of this church 
545 x90 ft, while its gallery is go x 12. This iva larger seca 
‘hs any other eclesistical building in St. Marys contain, fs 
Inteior is handsome. Meautiful translucent windows, Gothic 
pannelling,cfimsomcovered doors and ornamental ceiling give 20 
sffea worthy ofthe eause is designed to sere, Not ane of the 
‘ld srustee board who laid the first church foundation is ow lf 
Mess. Edward Long, Robert Disks, Joshua Brin and Wills 
Carel (the geeatest bnelactor the alt church ever had) have all 
passed away. Over Goo members ure now on the rll of th 
Alourthing congregation, under the ministration ‘of Rev Mr 
Mannog. A Sabbath school ix also conducted by Me Frank 
Butcher as superintendent, havi 500 names om the roll and an 
average attendance of 4o every Sabbath day 

(OF the religious denominations organized in St. Marya, that 
of the Haptist is most recent. Since its inception progrecs has 
heen marked by a steady increase in mumbers and. tfluence, 
Among the euliet and most euthusistie supporters ofthis buy 
is Me. &H. Mitchell, to whose seal and untiring exertions i 
owes mush ofits sucees. Services wore Sst held fn connection 
with this congregation by Eller Jones, who continued for tio 
years Sibeequent t0 Me. Jones, Eer Freeman was inducted, 
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tuner whose ministratons mich progress appears to have been 
Inade, In 186g a church was erected, and in this modest though 
Substantial building service is sil eld. A Targoly increased 
membership hs ld t steps being taken to constract now bull 
ings more in keeping withthe wealth and importance of the coo 
‘gregation. Before this work, therefore, wil be issued, a Inge 
and handsome new building of trick will bo erected fo a central 
place at ost of not lest then $7,000. Ficial afars in thi 
Church have been managed with sill and economy, there being no 
Habilies, and it has asuficlent fund at fs disporal to complete 
the new steucture, Ite members have rapid increased, In 1864 
there were 18; at present there ate over 100. "A Sabbath school 





js vonducted, with an attendance of yo pupils, under Me. Mitchel, 
Who has been superintendent since ite inception until a short tine 
Since, when, on his setivemen, he was elected honorary supsti 
Tendent as ¢ mark of approval for his Tong service "The eougre- 

sation is now in charge of Rev. Me. Chapman. 
"The Fies Prebytetian isthe pioneer chorch in St. Marys, 48 it 
si, a one perio of its 





fxistence, supesorty in numbers over all other denominations 
Te appears a strange phate of eaviy settlement hat while Han 
shard, west of the river was lngely located by North of Ireland 
people, St. Matysy fying holly within is limite, was ergy 
Scotch, ‘This somewhat anamolous condition gave the Pesby. 
tevians an ascondeney in St. Marys, which, although by no means 
tothe sume exten, they atl retain, Early rocords are somewhat 











Avonton has priority af establishment aver any congregation in 
South Perth, St. Marys st one period forming pare Rev. Mr. 
‘Skinner fest established mission at Little Falls, preach in 
cooper shop ewned by ane James Barron, corner of Queen and 
Wallington strcts, Me, Skinner also preached near Prospect 
il pie to 18y7, dispensing baptismal rites in several iis in 





that section, Rev, Dr. Prouoot was frst stationed minister 
Tesiing in a log shanty om the hilltop near Mfr. Josep) Pearin's 
farm residence, On one occasion Mr John Leggy se 100k over 








his oxen to oot up a small patch amongst the stamps, whore the 
minister could plant afew potatoes. Having complete tis worl, 
Mr. Proudfoct asked what he had to pay, “Il tak? ma pay io 
preaching.” responded the backwoods mam "Aweel, mama, if 
fy preaching oesoa pay you better thaa it does me wel a 
Starve thegeither, for my pouch has beon as empty o siller for 
the lst sie months a the collection plate on Sunday,” which, in 
those days, was likely tbe teu, 

Tn 85e grant was made by Thomas Ingersoll for nominal 
sum of five shillings, of lots ro sad 11 on Church and Widder 
Stesets to erect a church. A bond was ven for the deed uni 
1870, when a transfer was completed. ‘This site was sill in 
bush, and a “bee” was made, sient space being cleared for 
present purposes. In 18g2 Rev. Dr. Caven, now and for many 
Years principal of Kaos eollege, Toronto, had Bee orined snd 
fucceeded Dr. Proudfoot. A trame church was erected iy this 
Year, But Was ot compete for some time subsequently the cone 

ition siting on planks lid cn blocks of wood. As years 
passed on sition after addition was made to this ol structure, 
“ntl it seemed like ¢ great mole-il crowning beau site and 
trying fo craw dows ito the valley. In #873 a committe wns 
sppointed fo canvass for fun to erect» new bullling which 
would seat not Tess than 14000 people, and east aot more than 
Sis,o00, 9 contract to be let till $13,000 was subscribed ad 


‘Ssjo00 pa up. Abundant success wae the result of this more- 


ment. Sio.oa0 was at once subseribedyand the committee advised 
that a new building be erected. {subjin alt ofthis commit, 
‘who were all staunch men of that olden time —Wilkam Curie 
Willa Brown, Robert Harstone, Thomas Mcintyre, Joh Sunder 
‘on, T- 0. Robios, John Adu, Jas. K- Aoore, Robert Bacbosr, 
David Junior, Wim, Melotosh, Malcom Laughton, Alex. Woods 
Alex. Robertson, David A. Robertson, Joba McLean, Thomas 
Crozier, Wm. MeGreyor, and’ Wm, Somerile. It was not tll 
1882, however, thet the present edie Was erected at a cot of 
‘over 816,000. This is & massive and imposing bailing, crown 
jg a bosutifl height. On its southern elevation ix & tower sur 

















mounted by a tall, tapering spre, which i conspicuous for many 
Tes away, is fterior is comfortable and elegant in design, 
The cells are trussed, panneled, and fescoed, producing a 
pleing effects A large pope organ adorns its northern wal in 
Flor ofthe choi gallery, This congregation, under the minstra 
tions of Rew. Me. Covgrave, who was inducted in 1891, is In a 





Nourishing condition, and has a membership ell of 350. There is 
to a Sabbath schoo, having an average attendance of over 100 
chien 

‘Kner chirch is 4 branch of the Fist Presbyterian, and was 
organized in 1879, the covner stone of anew building beng Tid by 
Me Miner Harrison on August sth. This building is of brik, 
id the least imposing of all St Marys churches. The eriginal 
euctare, which was destroyed by fire on March 16, 1858, was 
uch more elaborate in its exterior decorations than the pesent 
Bae This misfortune was a serious blow 9 the congregation, but 
Br December following i rose ups fom ite ashes, being opened 
for pac worship by Principal Grast, It x proper to say here that 
the suarvelous progress displayed in rebelling was largely dve 
tolforts ofthe Harrison family. Mr and Stes Milner Harrison 
fad contributed over 85,000 to the frst building. On its eco0- 





eustion farther liberal donations were again made. Mrs. J. D. 
Moore was alse a large contributor, nd. with many ether mem 
beer of the church, who gave according 10 their ability, the 
builting was again completed free from debt. Beginning at its 
Crganizaion with 62 members, i had ia 1885 increased to 125 
During November of Uh year Rev. Alexander Grant was 
inducted into this charge, under whose ministration the rll of 
members has been increased to 360. There is also x Sabbath 
rhoel, having on its rll the names of 70 pupils, and an average 

‘St Marys churches are now most creditable t0 the iberality and 
religious spirit of her people, ann no town of ts population 
Ganda an the be excelled either for sliity o imposing design 
‘The locaton of all is exceedingly ne, rowing those beaut 
‘lovations which add so much to the pitoresque environment of 
‘his delight tle roves 











Prise to 1855 St Marys formed a portion of Blanshard 
During this year separation fool plaey each having a local 





government of its own, At this period is assessed” value 
amounted to £112,000, of $448,000, In 1856 she predicated her 
fest loan of $20,000. This wie obtained for very Taudable por 
poses. Fist, to build a school; ssoond, to procure fire engine 
thied, to improve the streets. In 1858, therefore, was competed 
the central achoot building, and which was designated section 
No 1 School taxes were collected by a person appointed 
Specialy fr that purpose. A warrant was sued to John Sparling 
{collect and pay over" al the said monies opposite their several 
fsames.” “This warrant was signed by Joseph Brink, chairman, 
Milnor Harrsoa, Samuel Fraleigh, Wiliams — Moscip, Ay 
M. Gorman and Laueiston Crattenden,trastees, Three hundred 
pounds was set apart to purshise w fre engine, It is to be 
Togretted that this old piece of machinery, which was honoured by 








‘the name Triumph,” should have been recently sold fora paltey 
sam of S200, Teas now historical, and an many occasions had 





sin naving property in St. Marys, The balance 
fof this Joan was expended in improving streets. In 1838 a 
further investment of 8,000 wis made in Exeter and St. Marys 
iravel road stock. Thiv afterwards became total los, the ond 
bing soldat shes sale realixing only that amount ta cover a 
tupital of 80,000, The aeveased value of this corporation hat 
largely increased since #835, and in g0r reached §1,204,175- I 
values bave advanced, taxation hs more than kept pucey amounts 
agin that year to aesely 830,000. Te appears t0 be al inherent 
snd seems Beyond all power in 





principle o taxation to increase, 
heaven and earth to cootral, When we consider the tremendous 





forts put forth by municipal men to save money for their 
Constituents, we are offen surprised at results. Since this loan of 
Sto,ooo war obtained large amounts have been added from tine 
to time t her indebtedness. ‘Thess sums have been expended on 
commendable objestein water works costing $40,000, electric 

ght plant erecting municipal building, in constracting. perma 
est granolitie sidewalks, and improvement of roads. This 
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expenditure has been rendered necessary in order to Keep pace 
‘rth a constantly increasing wealth and an extending intelligence 
tnd refinement of her people 

‘Sabjined fs lst of officers since St, Marys was first incor 
porated, in 1855 

"Rossen 1895-5, Thomas B. Guest; 1857, Gilbert Melatosh 
sgh, Davids A» Robinson; 1860, Milner Harrison; 1851-2, 
Joseph McDougall; 1805, Gilbert Melotosh, 

Ter 1864 Se Marys became sn incorporated town, and withdrew 





sm county municipal organization, no subsequent reeves beng 
deste, 

“Mryort1864, 7, B, Guest 1865, Will V- Hatton; 1860-7, 
Gconge Metntyre; 1858-9, Thomas leds; 1870-1, John E, Hard 
fngt i872, Dancan Miller) 18754, C. 5. Jones; 1875-6, Richard 
Bows #877, A Ey Ford; 4878-9, David A. Robinson; 1880-1 EW. 
Harding: 1882-5, JoJo Crabbe; 1884-5, H. Fred. Sharps 1880-7, 
Samwel S. Myein; 1888-9, Thos: D. Stanley; 1890-1, J. W. Poole 
‘gees Gilbert H. Melatyre; 1894-5, W. C. Moseips 18967, 
Wills Duoscth 1898-9, Charles Richardson; 1900-1, George D. 
Lowrie 1go, Frank Butcher. 

‘Clerks idgg8, John Sparing: 1859-51, Leoo M._Clench 
1862.59, Lauriston Crittenen; 180-9, William Wikis; 1890- 
tot, Leonard Harstone 

‘Tieanurers—1845-6, Edward Long: 1870-1, Robert Harstone; 
1872-1901, Edward Longs 1902, Miss Long. 

Thor —iBs5-7, Wi Smith; 1838-61, John Spatling 
1862-79, Won, N. Ford; 1880-1, James Robinsons +882, J. W. 
Pooies 188, B.S. Bashour, N-E. Bich, Jas. Thompson; 1890-5, 
Robert Whit; 1845 Jas: Harssoa: 1895-1002, Jas. Kennedy 

Collectors 185555, William Sparrow 1839-63, George Jack- 
son: 186g, Thomas Mclotyre; 1866.3, Wr. N. Ford 1869, Wn, 
Bows 1870, Jom Thompson: 1871-8, Wen. Box: 1882493, N- E. 
Bitch; 854-5, Wr. J. White; 1896-1902, Richard Shepherd 

“Inditors 18357, Ge F- Hutton, J. R. Glendiaen; 1838, G. F. 
Hitton, Jon. Coleman; 1859, G. E- Hatton, J. D. MeDonald; 
860-1, Wine Sparrow, Joba Harrison; #862-j, L.A. Melntyey 


























Won, Sparrow; 186g, Patrick: Whelan, L.A. Metntyre: 18s, 
Jas. Eaton, Patrick Wheihany 1866, Jas. Eaton, Wan. Beowns 
1867, Jax Eaton, Joseph McDougal 1868, Wan Beowa, L.A 
Melnijre; 1865, Wm. Brown, Thos, Moore: 1870, Jas. Eston, 
Wen. Brown: 1871-2, Wm. Somerville, Wan, Brown; 1873, Wan 
Somerville, G. B. Smith: 1874, GB, Smith, Wr. Hutton; 
2875-7, Wes. Hutton, Wan. Somervll; 1878-80, Win. V. Hutton, 
Robt. Harstone; 1881.91, Wm Somervill, Wn. V. Hutton 
1892, James Sehlater, We. Robinsons 1893-5, N. C- Monte 
zambert, Charles Whelan; 1896-1992, Gilean MeLean, H. A. L 
Chie of Police 1855462, David H. Co 1863-5, ‘Thomas 
Woobway; 1867-8, Michael 











sei 285973, James Dslmage: 


1873-9, Wiliam Heeiagton; 188.97, Adam Michell #8981093, 
Frank Young. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 


of Elma and Wallace townships,» portion ofeach being incorpr- 





Stein 1866 ay Listowel. In this neighborhood, ad, indeed 





Trac to pioneer ussages, they followed the stream, 
Fee reece banks entered on thsir take of cutting. out homes 
ee iheeeclves in this unbroken wilderness, Mr. John Binning 
was fav to ovate permanently at this pont, om what after surveys 
seeeitSlted wee found fo. be Tot 26, concession 1, Wallace. 
Thee in janeury, r8g2- Ue appears that a shanty had Been 
Te here even prior to thi by m person samed Heary, who 











reset of al he surveyed, for Bis ight there was cone 10 
Gdepu"  Sies Binning bougit the eights of this squatter, no 
ee te. hie shanty, but to all his possession, for a rifles An 


sarreinent eanaferring this part of Canada's fertile soil was made 
sence of paper one of the partes thereto was possessed ol & 
ent etick bong nocd as pei On this fund. nege potion 
UE Listowel in now built. Mr. Binning extended his right of con 
duet satward, which he night Rave done for many miles with 
se eeeching on his neighbours. On a part of is east 
Sosseocons he alerwards gave xp all claim to Me, G, W. Dodd 
Foseeeal of our In those days n squatter’ rights were cxsly 
Ubtained’ which indeed, wore o rights at all beyond priority 
ceeeteqont fn case of dispute by adjoining occupants regard= 
or andary ges would have een impossible to establish = 
































aim to any particular fot where a survey hid) not beon made 
“There was ao incentive to enter suit for any piece of land when 
it could be obtained in unlimited quantities sinsply by entering ia 
and taking possession. Previous to Me. Bloning 4 sttler named 
Peter Twamley had preceded hi, peaetrating stil further into 
that unknown solitude, and Keeping close to the stream. "Those 
to neighbours, although only a mile or two apart, were quite 
oblivious ofeach others proximity. No sound had they hea in 
those silent forest halls excep such as were peculiar to Cenadian 
forest life. Each ope, a0 doubt, considered is own qui 
hoemitage as far removed from those haunts where men pursue 
phantoms with fond but deluding hopes of finding what never did 
‘or nove shall exist—pure and snalloyed happiness 

Mr, Bioning, with bis wife and child, had been alone in the 
wilderness for several wesks when, on a beautifal calm morning, 
he distintly heard echoing through the woods the sound of 
‘woodman's axe. He communicated hie discovery fo his wife, who 
also heard that steady, monotonous stroke which fen guided 
wanderers toa place of rescue ia those olen times. Their excite- 
ment became intense st the idea that even here, after al they 


were aot alone. Though man's inhumanity oman may be pro 


ductive of much evil in this worl, yet man's humaaity to man 
is also productive of mach good, — With all our shortcomings and 
sceming neglect of each other, the idea that we are alone and 
isolated from those of eur awn species, or that atime may come 
when we will be separated from home, fom kindred, from those 
vee love, and who may lve us seems to dy up the sup fom cur 
Tofiet thoughts and noblest aspirations, Mr Bianing, was 
traious, therefore, to look on a man's face once more. Follow 
jog tha arection from which the sound sctmed to proceed, x 
Valle ofa mile or two brought him and Me. Twamley face to face 
Toth men loked at eachother ia amazement, a if a appaction 
Ind arisen fem the earth, 

During ext summer came William Wisner, John’ Willams, 
and Robert Tremaine, who also settled in Elna. Joho Tremaine 
located where the post ofice now stands, the there further east. 

te 















































cay settler was James Barber, who purchased 4oo aeres 
in Elma, where # considerable portion of Listowel is now bul. 

umael Davidson, Thomas MeDonael, and John Climie were eaely 
setters, locating about 18g. In 183s came Me. D. D. Hay fom 
This, ia Simeoe, to py Out this new land, Prior to bis return 
fhe purchased three acres from Mr. Barber, on which he subse- 
quently erected a mil, always an important industey in a new 
SEtlements Returning to his home, he reported on the great 
fossbilties of this new county. In 1836 the family, compdsing 
D. D,, Thomas Erskine, Robert, John, and William G, along 
‘with thee father, bscame permanent residents. All f this family 








Ireve men of singular energy, and exerted a vast iflyace in this 
‘tion of Perth County, aleays t9 their eet, be it spoken, on 
the se of progress and the people's best interests. Mr. D. D. 
Hay was a valable acquisition, nt only to Listowel, but to this 
county generally. His publi spit, his estes and untiring zeal 
in promoting schemes fr developing this new land was in a large 
dlogre honourable to his character as @ itien. Our readers are 
{elered toa biographical sketch ofthe ie and work of this maa 
Tr 184 Main srect was almost yet in-state of matore. Great 
back stumps, logs, and brash heaps Would seem 2 hopeless con- 
ition ever to be teansformed into rmaeadam roads and concrete 
Sidewalks, Across the river @ tree had fallen, forming the only 
tmeans of passing from euch side for pedestvians while the oxen 
land skelfound a passage for themselves amongst logs and mde 
holes of unsenrchable depths, During this year Mr. W. HL 
Hacking arsvedy and purchased one acre of land from Mr 
ed a general 





Tremaine paying therefore $ro0, om which he etc 


store. It would appear a8 land had rapidly increased in value 
fince Me, Binning sold 00 acres fora barel of four. No doubt 
tan had incense in value, Mr. Hay’ wae preparing to erect his 
mil, Mr. Hacking was eutting logs for is store and above all, 
titers were pouring into the fertile surounding country. All 
these indicated that an important town would spring up at this 
point at ao distant day. Lags forthe new commercial emporium 





ing secured, bushmen came long distances to sais in easing 
i At gatherigs ofthis kind events were discussed and questions 
feted which would have pussled courts of senstes, On thie 
sccason, after long and no doubt festive deliberation, it was 
‘ecided that this new metropolis, whose frst building they wore 
‘ecting, should be called Mapleton 

Meantime foundations fora rival commercial centre were Being 
lad west ofthe rive. Mr. William Gilwon erected log bulling 
in Elma, where he sold groceries and liquors This place after 
wards became a hotel, the frst inthis litle hamlet Mr. Gibson 
tamed this place Windham. Subsequent to a post offce being 
opened by Mr Hacking, both these names (Windham and Maple. 
toa) were discontinued, and Listowel substituted instead 

a 1896 arrived Me. D. D. Campbell, who erected a frame 
structure 00 Main street in Wallace, the rst ame building 
Listowel, opeaing a general store.” ‘This gave s stil. grester, 
impetus to trade, which tgethor with a pot office and Me. Hay’ 
mils, soon transformed what four of Bve years previous was a 
willerness into a lively Hite amet. As these business men 
arrive, the professions were soon represented, Many of thos 
fonveniences were now introduced which always follow in the 
wake of civilization, and whose presence indicate a refined and 
progressive character in the people. In 866 the village had 
Popation of Soo souls 

Listowel at present may be appropriately called a “town of 
stately homes." The architectural beauty and variety of design 
“splayed in private residences everywhere are such at challenge 
the admiration of strangers. Av a rule, homes of eur Canadien 
people, particulary in raral districts, and to some extent in towns 
And villages, denote a sameness’ in construction, somewhat 
monotonous. This i not 0 in Listowel. ‘Thete i no sameness. 
There isan abseoce,t09, of that severity in finish and design 80 
conspicuous in Canadian architecture. The handsome dwellings 
rected om residential streets are varied ia appearance, and cach 
Proprietor seems to have vied with his aeighbour to elpce him both 


{in size and in elaborate and oroate embellishment. Streets have 
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eon graded, sidewalks made, shade tres planted whos foliage in 
omer affords comfort and protection fo the passerby A man's 
home i the palace of his gods, and in proportion as he worships 
osha that piace bo, ae ae as is abit will permit. When we 
Took ac at that time well remembered by mary sil living, when 
w sottary thanty indicated human fe and the river was crossed 
by a fallen tree comparing it wit rosa, proge 

‘Ne’ poputation continued to increase school accommodation 
became necessary. This ld £9 uilding of fogs being erected 
for school purposes. Like similar structures in pioneer days, 
fervices were held within its walls by all religious denominations 
Tr frequently happened at these old schools, that as one congre 
Soa warp ted aor ate ok he a 
Thing up to hewn from these humble places In all towns and 











Wiagen in Perth County the schoo! Rouse only for years was 
alae for public meetings of aay kind. In these ol Toy buid- 
ins embryo statesmen roared in pateotic fervor, pouring out 
totife cacdation of the wrongs oftheir log sullen and mis 





[governed county. Here chirman a scil gatherings told is 

rollet anecdote, and eulogaed the ladies of the locality for their 
Spleni react to which al had done ample justice. This, doubt 
{ean would be true. Of all the inconveniences inseparable trom 
pioneer lfe—and they were many-—wast of an appetite was not 
Se of them When our Backwoods orators had ascended the 
flats, and ina good-natured, homely manner drawn on thee 
Flores of broad humour, the old log walle fairly range with meth, 








‘Travalling mowntebank alse for asl contribution tothe cause 
tf education, were permitted’ by trustees to display thei Wicks of 
fegerdemain to adoring maidens and youths clad ia homespun, 
ftom back concession line, arousing their capt by an exhib 
tion of something. marvcllous and incomprehensible. Around 
there ld schools happy memories stil ger, and many grey 
Iuived men and women now slowly wandering on in life's sunset 
Shadows, will experience yet hell af oy at some happy remem= 





‘prance of those shoal says that come Buck never more 








Lustowet 439 


te was oot til 1877 that Listowel did itself justice ia providing 
schoo! accommodation. When action was taken, it was in 90 
Sigeutdly manner. During thet year was constructed «hand 
me ceotrl school, gute in kseping with that iberaity splayed 
in private residences and other improvements. This building ix 
of brick, two stories in height, surmounted by a tower, which 
fives ita imposing effect. Nine teachers are employed in its 
Seeral departments at present, with Me, G. W. Slaughter as 
Principal, his asisteots Being all females. Mr. Benjamin Roth 
Iroly who was Brst principal i this school, had at one period 
Under his charge. 839 pupil but by some inexplicable reason an 
Increase in inhabitants has been followed by 4 decrease fa school 
population, the average being now 450. The original contacts 
{or this schoo! building amounted t9 $9,000, which, before its 
fal completion, was supplemented hy warioas sus, until it cost 
of land, which has been planted with trees, iviag the whole a 
‘vin appenrance 

Ty 187p steps were taken to erecta high school, $6,000 was 
{be supplemented by various sums prior #9 completion, wt 
fret Sono hal been expended. The sie of this school is equal 
to that of the central, and was @ gift t0 Listowel by a public. 


spied citien snmed Peter Lilico, This building is tasteful and 
‘modern in construction, although aot 0 Targe as the central, er 
tren quite so imposing. In this school are three teachers, ine 
‘ing Me, WA Philip, the head master. "The average attend- 


‘Daring that period between 1866 (when local government was 
assumed with a population of Boo) and. 1873, a very short period 
in the fe of a municipality, material progress was greater in 
Ustowel than at any other time ip is history. A by-law was 
passed in 1874 providing for » census being taken preparatory (0 
is elevation to the digoity of 4 town. On completion of this 
‘humeration by Mes Thos: E. Hayy it seas found that the populae 
‘on stunted to 2054, or a sulcient number to entitle Listowel 











to incorporation, The Governor-General, on application bsing 
rade, Haued his proclamation carrying out the wishes of the 
people, By comparing her population in 1856 with that found by 
Mr. Hay in 1874, a0 large an increase in s period of eight years 
‘ertailyindloates that an impotas mast have Been received from 
think, in the ation of her puble men. To effect alway connec: 
tion with the main trunk line in Canada was a prodent policy. Te 

: . ich grave at once a emarvellous 





scoured mesns of communication which 





Prior to ys there was no aieoad connection, Without this 
Listowel must have remained a pleasant county villages ICs 
tru that through Mr. D. D. Hay’ efforts gravel roads had been 
constructed. ‘These extended in several dicctons, They were 
of litle use, however, in centralizing surplus produce at this point 
Without messs of remaving itt market. Gravel roads extended 
Trough Layan to Mitchell, and through Mornington to Steatord, 
in isher cae 4 distance of thirty miles, These were doubtless far 
in advance of the old erosstny, but sere stil short of those 
fegulrements in a progeessive country. In 1871, therefore, 
bylaw was svbmitted granting $15,000 to aid in extending the 
Wo, & Bailando Listowel. This was an excellent stroke 
0 spperant for fon years subsauent 10 ita passing, Wihot 
thie connection their interesta would have sulered very seriously, 
anda great portion of trade from Morsingtoo, Elms, aad Wallace 
Imurt Rave been diverted to Palmerston, then fast growing into 
fmmportance. The ides of «Stratford & Huron ralioad was so far 
inchoate, and the movement effectually ofset all possiblity of 





trade being concentrated ia this northern railway cents, Not 
fonly did Listowel estan hor former importance, but trade wae 
farther augmented by establishing new Industries In 1873 con 
find a farther sum of $15,000 was granted to this enterprie 





Aoiommetion Was this sored. by ving conection with 
Sertord ad te perth Atough thew rie wore alarearis 
hotbed inthe GT. aycem, detoying compton frat 
Tincwe shan halle ton oto many tngrton section i 
fhncomny, When toe lane wore cong tetown became 
fest ipging, pont Ton has. stnen ber commer 
Seeousy. Bre ay oft peopl tne. shel otis 

itis nese that fom theveslagd fates and constant 
isemata & Fopsninn, tee peje of tae come nckewe mors 
inbitous, ‘Notwthtanding. tet 8 bt of $500 fad heck 
inured after ality of g36eco wos some. fr oat 
Jnprovente” OF Cos win cio was at pet or emacs 

Sec for fre protection, xo Ela doit and See, and 
SS pecker x one coowirs 'A fer nut of 6200 
Srivsln aed te purchase anew fre engine In 1879 $7200 


was ast apart for local improvements, consisting of a fre hall 


tnd locleap, $2,000 supplementary grant to the central shoo! 
Tuilding, and $1,000 for opening. streets and improving fice pro 
tection. During this year, also, 86,000 was provide for erecting 

igh school, Ui mpprars se Cory Of ote Hat wile ie 
proven ete eng care ats an the pele ere pting 
‘municipal balding, less we aceet te Gre hall and locioup nx 
being specially designed to accommodate the town oficers, may 
sso be permitted to say that for a town with its stately homes 
ie publ buildings, second to none in the province where salar 
popolation is gathered together ts manufacturing establishments, 
fconsive and built of costly material, giving the town aa impos 
ing appearance, i isnot editable that a dilapidated structure on 
1 principal streot shouldbe sill used nea town bal 

To 1885 the last important addition was mads to the town’s 
‘indebtedness by & loan of $10,000 for reconstructing. bridges 
arrod away By 8 Aood, two of which were on main stests. In 















































1880 seven hotel and wo shop Hcanses were issued at «charge of 
Siro for hotels and $00 for shops. Old Father Time, who has 
‘wrought many changes since tht period, has ako placed Nis 





Finger here there being now only three. Those’ are Berl, 
however spacious and well conducted. From the days when the 
oneer placed tallow candle ina socket made from a potato, and 
those din light scarcely penetrated the dark recesses of bis 
‘Shanty, except the coal oil lamp, previous to 1880 there was 00 
Sytem of lighting. During tht year a as company was organ 
ined with W. J. Hay and Thomas E, Hay a8 principal promoters, 
This institution supplied light tl 1857, when the same company 
introduced electric, thus supplying the people with the lates 
and most approved mode of lighting. Here, also, wil be found 
Fepresentaivesof nearly the whol of the Benevolent societies, ail 
Ulevating and doing good, cach sn ite own sphere. “The wily 
olumes recived from Wallace at separation, Listowel’ share 
ofthe public brary, have grown and expanded to thousands of 
‘Volumes, and ie known as the mechanic institte Hbeary 

‘White manufacturing, educational snd commercial iterate 
were being fostered and promoted with judgment and forethought 
by the citzens, the church had not been ile nor eglectul of her 
duty. OF all denominations represented in Listowel the Congre- 
bitionalsts were pioneers. They were first 10 eect » building 
vere service could be hell, ad witha tr sprite of Christianity 








{pened tir dors to all other denominations. A number of thee 
Tending members were Scotch originally, who resided not far 
distant from the haunts and homes of oid Covenanters.” They 
parently had large portion of that lattadinarian spet, which 





prvloges they thik proper fr themselves 

Organization ia this congregation was almost simultaneous 
with sasly settlement, Ip 1836 Rev. Me. Snider from Stratford 
Initiated eligious observances. Rev. Mr. McGregor afterwards 
became fest regular minster. Progress has not been great, Row 
ver, owing to removal ofa large number oftheir people. At is 
‘nnization there were about forty members, now ineressed t0 
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sixty. A. nest and substantial Brick church was erected a number 
ah years ago at 8 cost of $4,500" A good Sabbath school i 


In 1886 Baptist church was onganized by Rev. Mr, Dack, 
This congregation, although progressive, never had large aun 
bur of members. On is fiat being established thictoen members 
‘only comprised the rll which has since ben incretsed to fy, If 
this congregation was not numerically strong, they oeraily 
evince rest Hberality in comstracig substantial bulking at 2 
‘cost of $4,500, where services are now held by Rev. A. Je Sanders 
present incumbent. There is also good Sabbath school, having 
fan attendance of about 30 pupils, with Mr. Joseph Bonnett as 
Superintendent 

Preshytriniss, since is introduction into Listowel, has been 
perhaps mont progressive, In early days Rev. Mr. Renwick, who 
tras the apostle of Presbyterians in this northera section, Sst 
‘established x mission here in connection with Molesworth, This 
arrangement continued {ill 868, when a separation took plac 
Rev John Bell was inducted at Listowel as fst minister in what 
w= eaiy ing an npn ao.” Athi psd 
A resident minister was s000 fet, and cotinaous i not rep pro 
Gos res ton Nel nt persed teee Gee ag members A 
traction of a new building indispensable to a further siccoafl 
Prosecution of the works A new brick church was, therefore, 
freced at cost of $20j000, This is a noble building, and we 
this denomination = Pecth County. A kisto! whustles™ has 
uso been added at 4 cost of $2,000. Io connection with this 
‘church is « Sabbath school, under Mr: TL, Hamilton, with an 
fverage atendance of about 20 pupils. To this department Me 
Hanilton as associated with him twenty other teachers. There 
fs also afl staff of uxiiaros in church work. These comprise 
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ladies’ sid, young’ people's ld, W. F. M.S., and an energetic 
session, During 1901 84207 was contributed by this congregs- 
tion for church work, with an expenditare of about a equ 
amount, Rev. Mr, Hardie fs pastor in this congregation, under 
‘whose misistratons good progress stil bein made 

‘The congregation of the Evangelical Assocation of Listowel 
seas orgnniaed in 1876 by Rev. Philip Winkler. A fram builing 
wa purchased from the Lutheran congregation in #876, where 
services were held fora number of years, 10 1886 thle present 
rice elise was erected at 4 cont of $3,000. This onganiztion 
sso Sabbath schoo, having an attendance of over 70 pupils: 
‘This department x under Mr. George Dippel ax supecilcndent, 








Methodism, although not established in Listowel for several 
years subsequent to churches ofthat denomination in Elma, has 
ade good progress. Services wore frst held in 186), by Rev. 
Mr, Aemstrong, an old pioneer preacher inthis county. Here, as 
in ether sections, i had small bugoning, the principal promoters 
in this vilage being William McKinney, Ay B. Riggs, James Lee, 
and J. W. Scot. Rev. Me. Sanderson was thy fst stationed 
Iisister, completing organization in 1855, 8 frm building was 
slo erected, atx cost of $1,000. At Ut period 12 members and 
be beng fet superintendent, During #866, or subeequent 19 
Methodist imion, when church: organtation was effied © 
broader basi, the present substantial rice bulding was erected, 
Ata cost of 615,000, There x now n membership in connection 
‘of over 350, with a large numberof adberents.— 186 pupils attend 
‘the Sabbath school, conducted by Mr. G. W. Slaughter, principal 
of the public schools, who, with x stall f assistants, 6 doing & 
{good workin what may be called the mursey of Christianity 

“The congregation of United Brethren was orgatined in 1887, 
Rev. Mr, Love being frst minister. This church ha at its ine 
tion about go members, which number sil emis. A net frame 
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brulding has been rested, at a cost of about $2,000, where 
services are now held by Rev. Mr. Monday. A Sabbath school 
is also conducted by MF, J, Kilgour, hating on the rll about 

The Anglican congregation in Listowel was founded in 1853 by 
Rev. Canon Nevwinan, and. small fame church was erected in 
1863 nthe south side of Main atest, Mess. George Drape 
Willen Gibson, W. 7. Waugh J- A. Halstead, and William 
Keever, with a few others, were t3 promoters. ‘The first vestry 
meeting of which there is any record was ed fa Api, 1867, 
when thir olf church was removed to where the present build 
now stands and which was subsequently destroyed fire. From 
Stoooo, In a town containing so many Be buildings, this 
‘hutch is also creditable to the ibsralty and public spirit of the 
Anslican body. ‘The eifis is of stone, and in Old English style 
Heavy buttresses in the walls, Bnisbed with massive copings, give 
the exterior an imposing appearance. Its interior arrangements, 
tvith their elaborate and orate decorations, are beautiful and 


impressive, A handsome oak pulpit, with several other adorn 
ments, ware the git of Rev. H. W. Jeanes, former minster 
This minister was not alone in his die to render ax atrative a5 
possible the altar at which he worshipped, his example bet 
Followed by Mrs. H.R. Morphy and other citizens, whose taste aod 
Fibeaity ate displayed in gifts of costly and henatfl materials for 


fs many adherents. There i also a Sahbath school, with a 
mrerage attendance of about 200 pupils, ender the superintendence 
OF Ale A. St George Havin 

Before leaving this part of our history of Listowel, it is proper 
to state as an indication of the social condition of the people that 
the professions ar fully represeted. In the medical department 
ate Dr. 8. , Rutherford, Dr. Jon Pilp, De. Albert Nichol, Dr 
J. Thompson, and De. Dingsan, The law feme are Morphy 









































& Carthow, Bewitt & Bray, Me. T. C, Hamilton, and Mr J.B 
“Terhune, Listowel has practising dentiste-—Dr, William Bruce, 
De. A McDowall, and Ds. J. Je Foster. Financial institutions 
ace represented bythe Bank of Hanlon, Impecal Bank, andthe 
Private bank of J. W. Scot 

Listowel has two weekly papers, whose efforts have done mack 
to advance the material interests of those amongst whom they 
‘Seculate. The Banner was founded in 1856 by Thomas E. Hay 
fd J. Hl Hacking, and was frat issued as a fourpage shee, 
Hx a4. This paper has Been 2 consistent advocate of Reform 
principles since te Inception, giving its support on all occasions 
to those measures i considered caleulated to serve the best 
interests of the country. Mr. Willen Clinie is now proprietor 
tnd publisher, issuing an eihepaye shee, 17 X 28 

In 87 was issued the Stendard, asa fourpage paper, by Me 
A. St. George Hawkins and W. L. Kells as publishers and pro- 
prstors At the end of two years Me Kells stired, Me- Hawkins 
ssuming ull control The Stodard is insted as a Conservative 
party organ, Its publisher while he isnot tnctared with fossil 
‘Toryiann, believes that politcal ingovation abould not be expe 
imental but rather supplemental to the peopl’ wants At the 
od of 91 jars the Siondard has grown to an cighi-ige pape, 
aed i sil inthe bands of Mr, Hawkins, one oft frst proprietors, 

history of» community cam be complete without sme indie 
sation of thowe industries which give employment to is citizens, 
It fom manufacturing eataishments that wealth is brought t 
any commercial centre, and they are therefore, of great import 
nce to material development. Nextt Stratford, Listowel the 











langest manufacturing town in this county. Mast prominent of 
these establstimonts ie tht of the Morris, Fick, Rogers Company, 
Limited, This company was organized in #89 #9 manutacture 
Mowra pitas and os mick teat ke Hie oberpstae of Liste 
A great fourstorey building of white brick hae been erected 
‘sauippod with modern machinery, and of impresive exterior 





sppenrance. From Sto 100 men are employed inthis factory, 
many of whom supply sled labour in order to produce «high 





Abie, Beal, France, Gaming, Spain nd to every section of 
cur tn coutry. Under the mamagement of Prondet J. W 
Seut and Vice Present Lica. D, Camptell with © 
eDowell as exectve oer, thi nlrpie bas been @ sucome 
‘The Listowel Furaitre Company was ogasied i 1g. A Boe 
bri ula, which ls being largely extended, as been erected 
factory were Mess. ay, Wall, MeDuf Pemingy and Andcew 
Forsch, who is president. From so 1075 haods ae employed 
in inden sac GOOG sem to seer mor ok the er 
‘most, Bedroom sate sdeoards bookcases chiens al ot 
highs scutactar, acy opocal lone (A cobtderablo nore 
rst or see pig hs os hch 
Tectpe the lies! stables io Listowel next Mr. Hays 
wl W ear, iin ty Mama, Tome ond Jobo Cone 
Breithaupt Leather Company, and it om managed ty le: Chases 
Anderson. Inti xtabsret are employe rom 20 > hand 
where the weekly outpt of goods i large and til increasing. 
Aa nn extaahnent fo tia progressive fowm i the Bent 
Ccnir Factory, wich began operations fa igen. A. splendid 
building as sto een erected te sccommodate tha butces, sow 
tunnaged bya bord of drestore—Jobn Watson, president, It's 
Eraibing fo know that «constaty crensing demand for oods 
T1882 Bamford Bros, ‘opened an establishment as contractors 
and tilde" Ping mil wes estat, eppped with modern 
fracineg, This bustese haa sxpanded as oer manufactory 
increased ad employs now Trot 4310 1§ men 
Ta the manufacture of agrielturl Ingles Giles & Marin 
erigoy over go ten. "Ths is comparstivay an elé-tabched 
Basins, reorganied about 184 under preent management, 
taviog now a lage trade 






































“8 istonY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


Besides these large manufacturing establishments, whece many 
hande find remonerative employment, there also a woollen il 
perhaps the ealet manufacturing business in. Lstowel—nov, 
and for over a quarter of a century, operated and owned by B. F 
Brook: Am eld establishment is hat owned hy Home & Calder 
se planing mill for manacturing building material, employing 
& number of men, Thess, with Meyers & Co.'s large Booting 
tills, managed by Josephus Meyers; the marble works of Robert 
"T Kemp, and the bromery of John Watson, constitute the pin 
ipa indostres in Listowel 

Tn Wop Mr, Edward Sergeant opened a forwarding business for 
exporting dairy products and exis. This i of great importance 
fo the agricufual community, at afoding. an outlet for ther 
serps goods of this kind at remunerative peices, The business 
is now of Inge volime, and creating, an indication of ie 
spprecation by those it was designed to serve, 

In goa Listowel’ assessment roll gave a population of 2.661 
anda total assessed vale of $830,830, 0 a increase ia value 
‘ver the preceding year of $374480 

Exeoutive offccrs in Listowel since # was set apart as an 
incorporated village i 1867: 

Rees —1857-75, D. De Hays 1875-4, D. D. Campbells 1875- 
0, Thos, E. Hay 188-3 John A. Hacking: 1683, Alex. Davitt 
bys) D. 1D. Campbell 1885.7, Thos E- Hays 1888, D. D. 
Camptell 1885-90, Thos. E. Hay: #8ge, Samuel Bricker; +892, 
JA. Hacking? 1895, Won, Welch; 1896, J. A. Hacking: 1857, 
A. W. Featherstone? 1898, James ‘Tremaine; fi-—county com 

Deputy Reswer 1877-8, D. D. Hay (Gest deputy reve): 879 
80, JOA. Hacking; 188-2, Geo, Hess; 1885, Joba Riggs: 1885, 
A'S. Davity 188s, Robt, Woods; 1885, Rob. Martin; 1887, 
Won. Martin: 1888-0, Petr Lillco; 1890, Win. Welch: 1891-3, 
W. T, Parks 1893-4) Ro T. Kemp: 1895, J. S. Bowman, 1896, 
Jasob Hepple: 1807, Jas. Tremaine; 1898) A. W. Featherstone 
'899-vounty commnfssoners elected 

Mavore—1873-7, D- D. Campbell (st mayor): 














878-80, J.W. 





Scotts 1860-2, Thos. E, Hays 1885, George Hess: #8845, J 
Hackings 1880-7, William Hes; 1888-5, Samet Bricker #90 
Peter Liisa; yea, W. M Bruce; 1893, Sam! Bricker: 1S 
A.W. Featherstone; 1896-7, J. W. Scott) 18o8-9, J. A. Hacking 
topo: John A. Watson 

‘Cork 1867-77, Benjamin Rothwell 1p, Jas. W. Devin; 
180-5, Wim. Bright; #885, Hugh B. Morphy: 1887-9, Jobo A. 
urgent: goo, Wiliam Bright 

Treaturer.1867-77, B. Rethwell 1878-9, George Sutherland 
1880.6, Lewis Bolton; 1887-9, John B, Devin; 1891-1900, Robt 
Marta: 1gorea, Wan E. Binsin. 

faseurs 1867-8, Stewart Melisth 1869, G. S. Climie 
s8zor, Isaac Tiky 1872, James E, Hayy 1873, Wn, Lites 1875, 
"TE, Hays 1875, B, By Sarviy 1876-7, Ales More 870, 
Nathaniel Ti; 188, B. Be Saris; 1882-4, N.Tiky 18855, BB 
Servis; «887-8, Win, Mitchells 180-91, Alex. Morrow 1892-3, 
TE. Hays 184, Alex. Morrow 1895, Wn. E. Binning; 1850, 
N, Tis 1897 John Torrance; #8opg00, JE. Allan 90, 
Gillectors: 867-8, Peter Steely 1865, Bolton; 1870-3, John 
Binsing: #874, B. Rothwell; 1875.6, Wen. T. Hacking? 1879, 
Robt. Woods; 18, Robt. Bogues; 18816, L. Bolton: 1887-8, 
J. Purcell, 18790, J, B. Dinkle; 2, W. R, Clayton; 1803, 
T. J. Ballantyne og, Wri. E- Biting 1898, S.-M. Seth 
1896-1902, C. Tabberner 

‘ors 1881, Robt. Marto, MeBieth Groen; 1882, Reuben 
Armstrong, MeB. Groen 1883, MoB, Green, T. G. Fennell; 
854-5, Be Rothwoll, MeB. Groen; #886, Dr. Burgess, Dr. Mich 
nor; #887, Win. E. Binning, Jobo Livingston, 1888, F. Mo 
Dowell, J. Livingston; #889, 8. Rothwel, J Livingston 1890-91, 
Won. R. Clayton, B. Rotherell #893, C. Tabberner, Wm. Irwin: 
18oge4, C. Tabberner, Win, Welch 1895, W. R, Cayton, J. 3 
Certhew; 1896, L. Bolton, J. M. Carthew : 1857, Wr. irwin, 
JeM, Corthews 1898, L. Bolton, J. M. Carthew 181998, 
Bolt, J- McCallum: 1903, Rabt. MeMfilan, CG. McGregor 





























CHAPTER XXV 


Ty many respects the story of Michell prior to. 1857 ie 
merged in that of Fullaton, Logi, and Hibbert Any recta 
of iin detail would be simply a repitition of much already set 
down in the history of those menicpaliis, Th 1836 a sale of 
Tots tok place, and in 3837 John Hicks erected a frame building 
fora hotel atthe corer of St. George street andthe Huron road 
Prior to this event, however, log Building was ereced near the 
fiver, im Lagan,--ino doubt the fist in Mitebel, Me. Hicks 





rected in 1857 4 large Brice hotel, destroyed by fre many years 
mg and replaced by the present Hicks’ house. The building of 
‘Spy was 4 unique stricture built in the form of an old baronial 
hal with Nanking towers onthe right and left corners ofits ont 








Clevation, and finished in castellated form. Another ol pioncer 
was Daniel Kort, A store wits opened ia September, 1844, By 
W.F, McCulloch, of Stratford, om the xouthavest corner of St 
George street and the Huron oad. | Mr. AfeCulloc was succeeded 
by Messes. Daly & Mickle, in A857. Another store was opened 
by Mec Wo. Matheson, who was succeeded by Mr. Edward 
Greensdes, who later removed to Monkton. Meantime other 
Setters were locating, About 1842 along with Mr. Kerr came 
James McClacharty, Duncan and Jobn Campll, and, soon after 
Robert Christie and R, W. Cana,» gist mill having been erected 
by the Canada Co, In 1844 came Thomas Matheson, who alter 
Wards became prominent in manicipal alas, Up to tis period, 
nd for acveral years subsequent, peogsess wae aloe. In the 
Canada Company's offce, London, England, is an old map of 























of Mitchell in 184s, which shoves fourteen bullngs at thet date 
‘Those were nearly all erected on the Huron road, north side 
hetween St. Goowge and St. Andrew streets. Some aventrous 
pioneer had ventured 50 far into the woos and erected shanty 
on the corer of what is now St. David and Waterloo strect, 
Another house was efested near the present cldiweale ofc, and 
fone near where the grist mill now lated. A mail eaerer made 
sccasional trips hetwoon Stratford and Goderich, Me. "Thomas 
Matheson Being sléconsttuted postmaster until Mee Hicks, abe 
tained post ce 

Twas not tila peri subsoquent to opening the Be & ta H. 
railroad, and construction of the Lagan road that development 
took place. These two events gave 4 marvellous impetus t tae 
in Mitchell, and from being anere hamlet in 1850 she, in 1837, 
became an incorporated village. Manulastries now heya TO 
spring up, and in 1873 the popelation had so increased that she 
was rise tothe dignity of town, The dacument sf corpors 
thon was a follows 

Now know yey that having taken the premises inta our Roy 
‘consieeation, we do by this our Reyal proclamation, snd inthe 
tvercise ofthe powers ins vested in this hall we, av well ae 
by the suid ested aet ax by our Royal prerogative or etherwice 
howsocver, proclaim and appoint thatthe said village of Mitchel, 
in the County of Perth, be on afer Monday, the sth day of Jan. 
ary next eating, erected into a town by the name ofthe town of 
Mitchel 

“Given at our Government House, in our city of Toronto, in 
‘ue suid Province, in the year of our Lord 1873, and in 37 of cur 
reign. Willirm P. Howland, Governor 

‘At ono period of her history Mitchell had a greater number of 


smanufactries than any other town in Pesth County. From some 
sireumstance quite inexplicable these have not been etaned, "The 
Thomson & Willams manufacturing establishment thirty yours 
go was larger thao’ any other in Perth County. Ie Sing 
remaved to Stratford was most detrimental to this apiting town 
41877 the A. M, Gibson Company was organized, but didnot 























succeed, Another large establishment operated by Tucker & Boer 
fsted of success. The north country in Lagan and Ela was fast 
bring denuded of timber, which Ted to closing several saw mills 
Itcated inthe town, thus destroying her trade in lumber, which at 
fe period was very important. ‘These events had a depressing 
‘et, s008 ft by hor business men. 

A very old established factory i that of the woolen ills still 
cotted on by Messrs. Dufton & Waterhouse, employing abost 
tweatyive hands: "The hosiery manufscturing establishment 
of Barri & Son, now the largest in Mitchell, i employing 
about eighty hands. Goods made by thi frm are sent 10 etery 
‘ormer of out Dominion, and of such quality a te ensure stil 
Increasing wade,” There isa large planing will, employing about 
Ficen hands. Mr William Forresters ax mall employs ater 
tain seasoos a large number of people. These, wih the grist 
mills, now constitute the principal manfactoring establishments 
i Michel 

Tn the town are published two newspapers—one, the Mil! 
Adwent, a Conservative journal, was Best issued by J- E. and 
W. R. Daviston April 13th, 860. This the only paper inthe 
county which has continued sie ie inception (43 Years ago) in 
the hands ofits founders, On November Ith, 1861, was issued 
the Per Reformer, by Mr, Alesander MeLeaa, which afew years 
Subcqucttyecased publication, In 1877 Mr. T- H. Race, «clever 
trite and energetic man, launched the Mitchell Recorder, which 
fhe hes conducted with sucsess, These two joarmals have done 
Ich to aid in developing this seston, and aren receipt of large 

‘The legal rateraty in Mitchell are represented by Messrs, Abrar 
tam Dent, FH. Thompson, and E. A. Dunber, while io the 
‘medical profession ae Dr, Smith, Dr- Armstrong, and Dr. Hurlbut. 

“The Michel schools are well conducted, and the citizens have 
made provision for educating ther children in providing comfort= 
{ble buildings certainly equal t9 any place of sinilar population In 
this western section, Exoollent public school structures have 
boon erected, and the high school, of brick, ix quite band: 





rene, as 


some ia architectural design. Avery Sine public brary is also 
Inaitained, with reading room in connection, which, as indicative 
‘ot her people's intelligence i wel patronized 

About 1872 or 1875 a system of waterworks was introduced, 
known as the Holly system,” at «cost af erly 2000, which 
has been of great advantage to the town,  Granoite sidewalks 
have been lad, streets macadamized a fine electric plant nstaleds 
ln short, all those conveniences will be found in Mitchell which 
distinguish energetic Canadian towns. Like St Mays and Strat- 
fond, this place has hed her period of depression, and now, ike 
these two aspiing trade centres, Mitchall has indications of a 
fetutning prosperity greater than) she ia her palmy days ever 
‘sperienced 

Th 1855 Was issued to Mitch a warrant to establish tae 
belive the only one ever ised to uny town in this county. 
insert this document that my readers may peruse what som t9 
sme rather unique piece of composition 


Edmund Head 
(Seat) 
“Peovinoe of Canada 
"Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great 

‘etain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, Bey Sey fe 

To our trusty and well-beloved Robert Moderwll ur Sherif 
‘of oue Couaty of Perth, in our Province of Canada, Esquire, and 
to allt whom these Posen shall come 

"Wiens, it hath been represented tou tha the establishment 
of Fain or MART at the Village of Mitchel inthe County afore 
ssid, would tend greatly to the welfare and convenience of the 
Inabtants ofthe said County Now Know Ye, that Beng desirous 
of promoting by every means the prosperity of our subjects, We, 
of our Special Grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, have 
sven and granted and by these Presents do give and grant unto 
Robert Aederwell aforesaid, bung Our Shenffof Our said County 
and to his successors respectively, being Sherifs of Our sid 
‘County fr the time being, all and singular the Pumac ain ax 






































Maer and the right privilege, advantage, and franchise of keeping 
wid Holding a Penuie Fate aso Maw ax Stewards of the same 
Aepecvelt, st and within the Village of Mitchell aforesaid, t0- 
faber with all the Privileges, Customs, Usages, Courts of Pi 

to Fairt and laws of Fairs in general ax ow 





poudee insider 
PRrtlished, used and exercised within that part of Great Beitin 
wn Ueland: ‘To have and to bol the aid Fait, Mar, Franchise 
Right, Horeditamente, and Premises to ‘im’ the said) Robert 
Maderwel, Sheriff of Our said County, and 0 his successors for 
Sor; being Sherif of Our said County, to and for the wse, 








fonent, resort and intercoutse of All gue Liege Subjects of Our 





TEA Province, to be wied and exercised atthe several 
ich and every jour as follows, to wit: to begin and be holden om 
the fat Wednesday in the respective months of April and October 
{he mocnings and to. continoe at each time respectively unt 

ject nverteles othe powers, prvisoes, restriction, 
mont af piceage and stallage, conditions and Limitations herein 
[her mentioned, cet isto aay: Provided Always and it is the tue 
intent and meaning of these Presents, that all and every person 
ringing and exposing to sale any goods, wares and merchandize 
stahin the said. Mort and Fair, sball pay uoto the said Shor and 
Tah successors expetively Being Sherif of Our suid County, 
Sich sum or sums of money by way of Toll for the Heense of 
Keeping aad erecting a stall booth, of otherwise using 








Sccupging any space or plat of ground within the said Fair and 
Start daring the continuance ofthe same, for te sling, vending 
Banoo of by barter or otherwise any goo, wares r met 
Shandlee, ele, horsey sbuep, hogs, oF any other lve stock 
‘thin the sad Fair and Mart ax our Justices ofthe Peace in and 
Tor the nad’ County and in Quarter Sessions assembled, or the 


major part of them, sll from time to time in their discretion 
‘Mindge and determine to be paid. And we do hereby give aod 
{rant unto the seid Justices or the major part of them in Quarter 
Secsions assembled as aforesaid full power and authority to Bxy 


























evens ria 


adjudge and determin the Tolls of the std Fairand Mart sccord- 
ingly, nod from time to time vary and alter the same, end sub 
stitute greater or lesser Toll according to emergency ax the said 
Justices oF the major part of them ambled as afressid shall 
tink proper: hereby slbo siting and granting unto. Our said 
Sherif and his successors, Sherfs af the time being of Our said 
County ne Stewards of the sid Fair and Mart, fll powers to levy 
and enforce the payment of such Tolle as flly and effectually to 
‘al intents and purposes as if the same had boon speciflly 
famed and given or granted t9 Que said Sherif and his sieces 
sors aa aforesaid, Provided always, that all sums of money thus 
Colleted shall he aolely appropriated towards the csarng away 
the pt of ground whereon the xd Fair and Mart shall be kept, 
inva ther the ill expen sceay 0 e 





‘ious, nd most wef to the Public at loge, Provided also that 
‘othing herein contained shal extend to the prejudice or common 
nuisance of Our Liege subjects of Our said Province of Canada. 

“tn Testimony whereof, we have caused these Our Letters to 
he made Patent, and the Great Seal of Our said Provngs to be 
hereunto afte 

“Witness Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir Edmund Walker 
Head, Baronet, Governor-General of British North Americ, and 
Captain. General and Governorin-Chief in and over Our Province 
‘of Canada, Nova Sestis, New Brunewick and the Island of Prince 
Edward, and Vice Admiral of the same, fey, de. 

‘At Our Government Houte, in Our City of Toronto in Our 
sid Province the thistenth day of December inthe year of Out 
Tord one thoustod eight hundred and Alty-ve and inthe sine 
teenth year of Our Reign 

“By Command, 
Goo, Et. Carte, 
Secretary 














‘The history of Presbyteraniam opens in Mitchell during 1846, 
when Rev. Dr. Burns, on hit way #9 Egmondvill, preached! from 

















4 stump which stood near the old Hicks house, Subsequenly or 
two years service was held iregulaly by Reverends D. Allen, 
Graham, and Mackeosie, in a Blacksmith shop near the ever, 
‘This sttuctare con became inadequate to congregational de 
‘mands, and an adjournment was made t the Hicks house, until & 
hoo! building was erected No organization was eflectd tl 
N8yp, when Revs Thos. McPherson, of Stratford, established a 
new congregation, Amongst those present on that occasion were 
‘Thomas: Wylie, Duncan Campbll, William levine. James Me~ 
Clacharty, Henry Morgan, and. James McKay—Messs. Wylie 
find McKay being chowen managers. ‘The  sewly-established 
Congregation was called Knox. Sacrament was also dispensed, 
Hugh Kennedy Junck and. Duncan Campbell distebuting the 
lements. Not till ugg was minister stationed in Mitchell, A 
good story is told regarding Rev. Me. Graham, of Exgmondville, 
‘Shu for sveral years rendered valuable service fn ulling up this 











Iniwion, He was erecting small house for himsel, and Mitchell 
people cig desivous of assisting im, in acknowledgement of his 
Sorkin thelr behalf decked to presen hi with maint shingles 
to roo his new habitation. Qn his next appearance, x short time 
ti Scotch lady was heard to remark, “We gied him the singles; 
A wunner if e's ater the nis 000." 

Rev. James Findlay was indacted in 4836 as fest stationed 
ininister, his stipend being £130 per annum. A smal church 
tras erected; and considerable progress made. In 1860 Me 
Findlay removedy which lod 89 a ioteregoum of six years. 8 
Aiffrence of opinion prevented » minister Beg chosen, when, 00 

Tggention made by Mr. Thomas Matheson, the choice was 
Telegated to two ladies, Mrs. James MeClacharty and Mes. John 
Aikens, who succeeded in miking 4 selection suitable to all 
parties, During 1894 was dedicated s splendid brick edifce 
Irhere worship is now Beld. This ie a contly structure, and ont 
OF the most imposing ecclesiastical buildings in the county. 
Under Rev. Mrs MeAulay, who was inducted in 1900, the number 
fof members bas increased to 255, A Sabbath school was enya 
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‘zed in 1848 by James Boyd through whose instrumentality much 
ocd has been accomplished. 

“The English church in Mitchell was not organized sll 1851, 
although services were occasionally held during that period ex” 
teoding from 1854 to 1860, Daring 1862 Old Trinity church was 
‘ercctod—a frame building, here th congregation worshipped for 
nearly forty years. In i8e9 the present clgant structure was 
completed ata cost of $5000. Since Rev, Me. Raley, who was 
frst stationed minster, wus inducted, if advancement snot been 
rapid ie has been steady, and from a very small beginning, has 
now attained to 125 families, witha large nombor of adherents 
A Sanhath schoo! i conducted, with Me J. A lowes a supein 
tendent, having an atendaace of 430 pupil.» Ministerial work is 
conducted by Rew. Mr- Howse 

‘A mission of the Catholic church wis established i Michell at 
an early day. They also for some time bad to avail themselves of 
Such facies for celebrating mass as a new setlemeat could 
Mord, In 1858 they erected a church, the parish st that period 
‘mbracing a wide sttion of country. A portion of this has now 
been Set apart as St. Bridgd's, and a pare to Kinkora and Dublin 
In 18m substantial brick church was erected ata cost of 88,00 
where service is noW eld, and has one especial Messing of Ing 





Ellice. In building up these congeegations she has given up het 
own people to worship at more magnificent shrines and at altars 
of greater splendour than she can boast of. Her limits have been 
{greatly circumscribed, and comprise now only about 50 families, 
in charge of Rev. Father J. Ronan 

The Methodist church has perhaps a lager membership than 
any other Mitchel. Ie was not sil 852 that a congregation of 
Methodists was established, Lucie Adams, Robert Keller, James 
Hill, Thomas Shillington, Paston Botteral, and Richard and 
‘Thomas Babb being promoters. Excepting Mess, Keller and 
Adams all of these pioneers are “now sleeping in. their 
graves. No regular service was held, however, and when @ 
Iinister was obtained he preached ia the schol building, During 
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1855. church was rested, complete organization having now 
taken place with eight members, Subsequent to Methodist Unio 

m fine building, which fad een erected by the Bible Chistian 
ection of Methodism at n cost of Stoo, became place of 
‘worship fr the united ody. AE preent 300 members and about 
‘oo adherents mest here every Sabbath day A Sabbath schools 
Conducted by Me. Fe By Holthy, with an average attendance of 
{igo purils,” This congregation has perhaps the best "home 
‘spartment™” for an aggregate population sich as Mitchell that 
Whiting is pastor. 

“The Rangelcal Lutheran Grace congregation was established 
in 1838 by Rev. J. A. Hengeror with x membership of «6 
Service wat held in the people's homes tll 1852, when a frame 
‘hrch was erected, costing about $1000. ‘This congregation 
fans now 1 connection of host 250 souls, There ip also a 
Sabbath school wth an attendance of aboot yo pupil, in change 
‘of Rev, G, Thun, pastor ofthis congregation. 

‘The followings a ist of ffcern, the first mayor beg lacted 
subsequent to incorporation in #873 

Majors 1874-5. Thomas Matheson; 1876-9, W. R. Davi 
1880, Joseph Cals 1881, J. HL. Pages 882g, J. H. Call #88527, 
Jas. Dougherty; 1888-9, Thomas McClayi 1890-1, T. S. Ford 
vipa, J. We Cally eSoye4, W. R. Davis; 18957, Inaae Hrd 
1898; William Ryan; 1899, Allen Burrit 1900-4, Bred. Davin; 
toon, Hugh Campbell 

“Reccet—e8sp, Thomas Ford; 1898; Joho Fisleigh; 1850-60, 
Thomas Babb; 186ing, Je Fislsigh; 1893-6, T. Babb: 86775, 
Thos Matheson; «8yjp Hugh Campbell? 1875, W. R. Davis: 
8768, James Sils, 1881-3, Thomas McDonald; 1884, James 
Dougherty: 185, John Skinners 1886, Thos. MoClays 1887, H. J. 
Hurlburts 1888, j. Skinner; s889-91, S. Ro Stewart 1892 Isaac 
Hord: 18936, Jus, Dougherty; 1897-8, John White. Ofc 
abolished. 

“Depud)-Recwes—t874-5, T. Babb; 1876, Robert Curis #877:8, 
JW. Call; 879-80, Thomas McDonald; 1881, A. Burt; 1882.3 
















































4. Dougherty; 184, Je Skinner; 1885, T. MeClays #886, J. W. 
Call: 1887.0, T. S. Fords 8yort, Ie Mord; 18a, A. Dent 
1895-7, Willam Ryan; 1898, J.T, Dutton. Ofice abolished 

Ciorks.—i857-72, James Porter (resigned); 187249, Robert 
Christie; 1891-7. James Christie; 1880, James Barnet, 

Treasurers 1857, B. J- Woods; 1858-72, James Porte (ro 
signed) 1872-9, Wiliam Abbott; 188, RH. Servis: 1881, 
Camptell; 1882, A. Burritt; 1885.5, G. S. Goodeve: 1887-94, 
A. Borst; #893-1g0r, Wiliam Thorne; igo2, Jobo Rabkin, } 

Arsene. 1857-9, R. B. Stephens; 1800-1, Jobn Routledge; ‘| 
18525, Jas. Hil 1865, Goo. Hibbert; 1863, Won, Smith; 1865, i 
Win. Sedgwick; 1867, R. B. Stephens; «868, J, Sills; 1859-70, W 
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Sedgwick; 1873, R. By Stephens; 1872, W. Sedgwick; 18 \ 

‘Thorne: 1875, J. Sedgwick: 1876-7, Nelson Vroomans 187881, i 

‘Thon Laadstone; 1882, Richard Moffat; 1885-95, John Broderick 

og, J H. Flagg 1895-1991, J. Broderick; reo, Thos. Skinner 
Cotectors-—1857» Charles Thorne; 1838, J- Rowledge 1850-5, i 

J. Dents 1851-4. R. Br Stephens; 1865-80, J. Abbott 1881, 











Campbell 182, J. S. Coppin; #83, Neon Bisbin; 1885-5, Jas 
Jones; #886, Chas. Thorne; #887, J. 8. Coppin; 1888-9, J. Barnett; li 
‘Met, Jas, Boys 189046, J. 8. Coppin: 1897-1901, J. Barnet I 





fuditrs 1858, R. W. Cana, Alex, Matheson; 1855-52, James 
Barge, GR. Jarvis; 1863-72, J. Barge, Robert Christies 8p 
Wan Clogs Je Barge: 1894, Je Marge, N. Bribing #875, J 
Thowos, Fred Butcher; 1870-8, F- Butsher, J. MeDonas #87, } 
F, Butcher, J. Broderick; #880, F. Butcher, J. Thornes 1882, F i 
Dutcher, J Brodevok 1885, J. Brodrick, C. Thorme: 1883-5, W 
Potts, J. Miles 1885-7, W. Bots, W. H. Deat; 1888, J. Baret, \ 
D,W. Cantlon; 188599, W. Potts, W. Babb; 1g, C. Thome 
W. abd; 1852, J. Silly W. Babb; 1893-8, W. Babb, G. 5. 
Goodeve; igg-ignz, Cephas Woodger, W. Babb 

















CHAPTER XXVI 


Whoa surveys were made in the Huron Tact, jo that potion 
ofit which aerwards was organized ax Perth County two town 
Sites were reserved. ‘These were Stratford and Mitchll. Con 
trary t0 the opisions expressed by sever ftelligent writers oa 
Perth County history, we believe ths selection of a sits for Lite 
‘Thames, ne Stratford was frst named, was not made from is 
figuiy tothe ver was no doubt primary factor in its bing chosen 
ie concerned, it appears of no importance whatever. In the wild 
forest who can say what development wil induce? Priority 
of settlement may for «time give pretig, but i does not follow 





that when half century bes gone that precedence may ail be 
‘maintained, Commercial demands ae inexorable, and il set at 
Geance the best lid schemes of surveyors speculators o boneds 
‘of directors. "Whatever Stratford x today she owes not to ber 
tatural geosraphicl positon, Her nscendency has been attained 
hot fiom environment, but fom an impressmeat of extraneous 
Conditions which she has compalled 19 become ministers to het 
Success. Great towns, lke great men, make may for themselves, 
thd obstacles, which appear lasurmouatable to some, by an over 
fewering. determination are transformed and compelled to be 

y of note in connection 








Factors in their advancement. Its w 


svith this city that of all towns of wilages In thie county ts 
location was lest desirable as an agricultural centre. Fie 
sections of farm land surrounded St, Marys, Mitchel, and Lis 
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towel. Stratford was located in a great swamp. Te is ot sur 
pein tare that fora pr tment Seats Be estes 

Stratford was really founded in 1832, or nearly ten yours bsfore 
2 survey of Blanshard fad even been made, Tt bad priority of 
Several yeas over Mitchell, and yet in 1850 St. Marys had a 
larger population than Stratford, and was a more progressive 
oven. “This is easily accounted for, al new commercial 
by their envionment having a natural adaptability for agricul 
tural purposes. "There was ao town in Perth County, nor, indeed, 
inthe Huron Teac, located in a apot 30 destitute in ts surround: 
ings of those cloments which give fe to a backwoods hamlst. St 
Marys, inthis respect, had an advantage over alloter places in 
this county, in so far that within many oles there was 20 land 
not available for agriculture when a clearance was afsted. Tt 
therfore, advanced more apy than Stratford oni reached 4 
‘tain points ‘Thin lit fe the line of demarcation tnt ie where 





‘town bls created » commercial interest Inege enough to. supply 
the agrialtoral community hy which tis surrounded. If it does 
not aspire to that greater interest of manulactaring, thereby drat 
ing wealth for its goods from distant customers, the ie progress 
must etd, This appears to be a solution of the question re. 
fEvring Stratford's marvellous progress during the last twenty 
Beyond supplying the wants of an agricultural section, 

‘ntl ately, never aspired, On the other hand, Stat 
ford hae imposed on herself heavy Burdens in order fo secure 
‘manufacturing industries, and thereby bring an increase of popu 
Tntion and an increane of trade. This policy of her publi men his 
een most succor and placed her fr in advance of he former 











‘setts fx Commercial supremacy 

A writer ia 18g2 sys, "The village of Stratford, now the county 
town of Perth, i pleasantly and well situated, but bas made no 
proxsess considering its natural advantages. It ns increased 
‘considerably in sie since we last vinta it seven years age. ‘The 
buildings generally are of an inferior character, and appear to 








































indicate a want of spirit or of means among the iahabtents, 
‘hich isnot, however, surpesing, san inland place, surrounded 
by ba roads fora large portion of the year, i acarely likely to 
partake very largely ofa cheerful character.” If this writer had 
been acquainted with pioneer lif, he would have understood why 
the village of Stratford "aid not partake of « cheerful character. 
A Title backwoods fumlet inthe centre ofa swamp, where, about 
seve ns or othe pdm whch hs entre wat Wien 
srolves within what is pow the city Kimi, was not likely to be 
ery cheerful, "As to the character of the roads, we ceor our 
‘Me. Monteith and others, pathmasters of 








Seer bs separ 

Towns are like individuals; there is a "tide in ther fais, 
which, taken at the flood, leads ono fortune.” Whatever this 
Place may be now isnot owing t her natural position bot t0 her 





‘Stizens, who compelled circumstances to shape themsclves in er 
favour. Success comes to1n0 one by Uslesiy waiting. It it a 
far as won, it was not by waiting on forte, But by Ker condct, 











when s boy in ere laying « portion of road between what sno 
Strato nnd the Lite Lakes in 1831. At this perod no one was 
residing in or around this section, A couple of shanties were 
[= sopping places. These shans, roofed with bark, wore 
‘rected near the river by surveying parties (as stated elsewhere) 





men and the ox, of which he wns tester, 








their explorations so far westward of cviztion. In 1832 came 





period it was known as Little Tonmes, is present name being 
fven by De Dunlop im honour of the bard of Avon. Mr. Set 
ant wis an fish gentleman of good family, but broken fortase, 
fwho sought a home in the wilds of the Huron Tenet fr bimlt 
tnd frends. The family consisted of John Sergeant and his two 








soos, Wiliam and Thomas, and came from Clonmel, County 
Tipperary, Ireland. They were Hikers, high-minded people 





Thomas wes maried to a Cathe lady; ho appear to have 





all the genens this Church 20 comapicuounly develops in female 
Character, She had sssisted several of her Catholic fiends to 
accompany them to Canada, where they settled near Little 
‘Thames, Mrs, Willen Sergeant sppeare also to have beoh 
estimable lady, whose une is netoiated with many acts of kind 
ness tall. Such were the fist permanent residents of Stratford 

Me. Sergeant erected a hotel near where the post offce now 
stands, which he named the Shakespeare hate. In this building 








he also opened a general store, About this ime ali a store was 





posed wold be the point a hich business would centre. Mean 


fime other settlers aerved, and rested lings on the Huron 
was coed for & chine ax well asm taper: representing the aly 
pltuous and sirtal stracture fn Steaford, “Toho Sharman and 





bis family were also early settlers, Mex. Starman died shortly 
afte thet arrival, which was probably the fest death in this 
Thumlst.Toterment took place in what is now the centre of @ 


rest opposite St. James’ church, J A. McCarthy was what 
was afterwards Known a6 a"32 oan. In 1833 came J.C. W. 
Daly, ax Canada Company agent and ected another frame 

ing asx general store. Daring 1833 arrived J.J. E. Linton 
who was afterwards frst schoolteacher in this county: Another 








Ieitler of aristocratic datinction had located pear the ever az a 
Suitable positon for hunting, who wae named Berwick Thie 
fentleman fad a rote of servants, wth m fll out of dogs, 
uns, &e-, but not Bnding backwoods te to his tate, s00a 
foturbed to whence he came as being more congenial, The 
fst location ticket I have seen is i possesion of Judge Woods, 
and dated January 17th, 1833, before leases were iasved, This 
ticket is No, 62-1, covering lot on concession + and 2, Downie, 
Mr. Thomas Ward was the purchaser, and agreed to pay there- 
fore sy 6d por acre. He paid £12, 10s in cash and gave notes 































for £62, 08, This property wat afterwards bought by the 
Woods fanily,« portion of # Being sill held by Judge Woods, 
‘on which part of Stratford i Bul, known as Woodville. ro 
Greve was extremly slow, Iowerer. ln 1840 there wore thee 
Stores kep by J.C W. Daly, Joho Monteith, and = person 
framed Menoy; Mr, Shisman'sblackaith’s shop, the Gest fn this 
County: a shoe shop, m couple of cobbles, Way's cabinet shop, 
sew mil, rected by John Sebring in 1033% 4 grist ml, but 
bout the same ime; and the “Auld Kirk,” bul ays, Subse 
{ent to this period settlement bectme more rapid, although 
Stratord's increase in population was stil slow. In 180 the 
Jnabtants numbered goo. There were now to grist mills, an 
atmea! mil, ditilery, saw mill foundry, carding and Gling 
till, two tapneries, brewery, two asheries, one ona large scale, 
located where the Commercial hotel and. ‘Theatre Albert now 
stand a post office, and sk churches. Financial institutions were 
‘represented by the Upper Canada, the Canada, the National Loan 
Friendly Life Assurance Company, Provincial Mutual & Equitable 
Fire Insurance Company, and a Canada Company ofc. 
‘Separation from the Usted Counties of Perth, Huron, and 
Bruce in 1850, and Stratford beng selected as county seat, gave 
the Fes espetos to this still unimportant village. Hitherto it had 
‘been part of those municipalities which converge within its 
Timita The new digaty of sing elevated to a county town 
steated higher aspirations in the sitizeas than being’. stall 
‘ountey village, During 1853 new county buildings wore erected, 
id Jaoustry, 1855, a4 met together for the fest time that 
Togsitive body which was to contra local airs in Perth County 
Stratford now aspired to become a town. In accordance with the 
[Act 12 Vie. chap. Sr, a petition was sent to Hix Excellency 
praying that Station! be set apert as nn incorporated village 
Tis petition was approved ty Wiliam Rowen, then acting a2 
Governor, who istuod 1 proclamation raising Stratford to this 
ew dignity. Robert Moderwell was appointed returning oer, 
the eleetion to be held on the first Monday in January 1854. Me 
Moderwell having: taken the cath before Me. Andrew Matt, 








































proceeded to hold nominations at the court house, On this 
fSceasion came before the people a+ candidates, Alex. B. Or, 
Robert Johnson, James Orr, Peter Rey P. R- Jarvis, Re H. Lew 
W. F. MeCulloh, Peter Woods, James Woods, Henry Walters, 
Johe R. Vivian, Joho-A. Scot, R. H. Keays, John Sharman, Joba 
Lynch, and Joh Hyde. Of this mimber Messrs A, B. Orr, Reid 
Vivian, Ute and McCalloch were elected. At their frst mestig 
Me. McCulloch was chosen reeve, and Stewart Campbell clei 
who afterwards resigned, when Mr. S. L. Robarts was appointed 
Jas. Woods and Peter Ferguson were appointed assessors; Robt 
Jonson, collector, and Adam Seegmilar, treasurer.” Compensi 
‘on was allowed to these ffcers! Clerk, Zo; assessors, 10 
each; collector, £12; treasurer, £10; auditors, Peter Reid and 
Samuel Lloyd Robarts, salary not stated, Hotel licenses were 
xed at £7, ton, Thomas Stoney, John Alexander, and Samuel 
Hesson, inspectors: schoo! trustcs, Robsrt Montsth, John A. 
Scott John Hyde, F. M, Daly, Robert Keays, and Andrew Mons 
tei “De: Hyde and Dr. Shaver were appointed mal heath 
cers; George Larkworthy, chief of polis, at a slaty of 0 
er annum, Me, Hammond's services in this depetonent were 
scented, but without remuneration, 

These important functions having been performed they pro 
ceeded 1 other matters, A new fire engine was ordered from 
Montreal, and itis interesting to aote that = special provision 
‘was inserted in the contrat that delivery should not be made 
Until navigation opened the following spring. Several bylaws of 
importance were alto passed. Railroads were now occupying 
po0pl’s minds a being of incalculable advantage to land twas 
Sich as Stratford. £35,000 was, therefore, borrowed to purchase 
Stock inthe Brantord, Buffalo & Goderich nila. Explanations 
egacdig this stock will be found in a paragraph dealing with 
county indebtedness elsewhere. A farther sum of LinSoo was 
borrowed to erecta school building, with £1,700 for sidewalks and 
purchasing a ste fora market house. The iad select for this 
bulling was an old saw mill yard, which Mr. MeDonal then 
proprietor, agreed to sll for £300. This ie sill the city market 



































place, although in 1855 old saw logs slabs, saw dust, and other 
‘efae, ing scattered onal sides was a soutce of great annoy- 
Tree to th council and citizens xeneraly. It was not til those 





treat of this muisunee was made, and sidewalks and streets were 
‘eure of those unsightly sbstritions. Stratford so far having 
to corporate seal, it was dsciled to adopt that of their chet 
Iagistrate fr sealing oie papers, which was a crest an my 
ftrarrow, with the motto ei 

faiges boa whic, win other sections of this county, wore never 
cece Further leyislation was enacted against saw logs 





Interfering with travel on the principal streets. During this year 
wre obtaie Res glimpse the tances of this pow progressive 





Thiago, Estimates for all purposes amounted 10 £61,176 73 4 
Tr somewhat tesa that Sram, In 1836 tenders were asked for 
Sceutrcting a market building, but not to exceed £5,000. A 
pene of yo wa offered forthe best design. A by-law was also 





‘aswod tathorizng the purchase of stork in the Nosthern Gravel 
Fond, This was a mot impo 

pening up that dense swamp, ditance of ten mils, by # goed 
ighwny t those fer Land in Mornington. This road brought 








fi immense teade to the town, and accelerated development in 
hat splendid country lying tothe set 

The year 1857 sawn market bulldog erected, whose cupola 
‘eiting wonder and admiration in backwoods youths who came 
fam the northera. townships with their oxen to trade in this 
{coat meteopstin. Like much inthis word however, it was not 





Ghat it scmed. Erected by Messrs. Oliver & Sewell contractors, 
IP cow of sj. from some imperfections ia construction it 
tras constantly being repaired, This olf structore was destroyed 
By rein #857. Io 189 the present Ane bulding was erected at 
w cont of 845.000. During 1857 Bre company was onganized 
tod great improvements made on several leading stests Nile 
find Watesloo streets were now graded, at a cost of 98. 1134 








per rod. Dowie street was alo grade ata cst of 6s. per fod 
A census was taken ths year, the results of which indsated reat 
proyress since 1850. The village war now divided into five 
trands~Shakespeare, Hamlet, Romeo, Avon, and Palatal, Emu 





THevatora were appointed for ench of these Mir J.B. Linton 
ting paid for is seicen; W. D. Haron, B.Granty nd 
Jes Talon other enumerator 13 each. ‘The total population 
being 3.198, action wan again taken magarding hotel eens 
wich wore rained to £30 

1838 aw Stetfrdslevted tothe dignity of town, wih Mr. 
J. CW. Daly as feat mayor, Another new Bre engine was 
Srdered, anda new fll at plist the cupola of the market 
building, which since its ervction had buen sent au the spheres 
Three new town pumps were ordered fom Georgetown fr town 
seule. Tonk sere placed on piocpa sireta Tor cece ot 

‘On March 2,159, Mr. Linton, notwithstanding these india 
tia of material developen, presents a somewhat doll report 
fame, who were reported ax dentate. Mi. Linton is reported 

1 bot f woe toa dying man named Pat Conver, 

and. paying $2 for his Toner expenses. A sovp kitchen Was 
‘stalahed whee the poor ere fd the st, aod we pay heaven 
it may be the last, ever eatalsbed in Perth Coundy. To this 
trying period. Mr. Linto’s conduct preeote'a noble agpect of 
framan charactor anda tender syrpthy for human sierng 

Me- Daly having resigned is position a mayor, Me, Wiliam 
Smith was coven fo saceed im. A further sum of £350 was 
stunted tothe Northern Gravel road. Bowling allys snd billiard 
ing eguations regering the manner of Sondocting thems 

‘On Sepember sab, sin, «grt event transpired in Stetford 
‘This was avis frm the Prince f Wales, now His Most Gracious 
Majety King Edward the Seventh, A commits cosising of 
WF. McCulloch, mayor; Wiliam Smith, reve; Thomas Stoney, 
deputy reeves Andesw Monteith, warden of the county. and 







































Messrs, E. F. Ryerson, PR. Jarvis, J. C. W. Daly, Sherif 
Moderwel,S. Ly Robart, and William Mfowst were appointed to 
draft an arose for presentation to His Royal Highness. The 
little od building which was then ued as station was decorated 
with bunting. Carpets were laid so that royalty would not soil 
his feet as be alighted to receive the professions of loyalty of 
the truly patriotic people of Stratford and vicinity. Great crowds 
trove present ; citizens frm behind the counter, and pioneses 
From the swamps of Ellice and Elma—clad in home-spun—and 
tvho had come many a weary mile over crostways and through 
Somps to see the future ruler of Britis Empire. They desired 
forgive one mighty, heartfelt cheer of Godspeed to that modest 
Tooking youl, whose appearance recalled to them once more the 
home of thei fathers far sway acros the sea.” On atival of the 
train athe Prince stepped oat om the platform to recive the 
Commitee, he was greeted by such a cheerastrue British hearts 
nly can give. ‘This committe of prominent men, as they shook 
hands with thee royal visitor, were covered with glory, and for 
nce fat ike saying me did Simeon of old, “Now let me di, for 
Inne eyes have seen thy salvation,” As another generation Bas 
Sprung” up in Straord singe that memorable day, we insert the 
fidress as read by Mayor MeColloch 


To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 

Moy it please Your Royal Highness, We, the inhabitants of 
the Town of Stratford, beg t9 approach Your Royal Highoess 
with assurances of our devotion and loyalty to the Crown and 
thority of Her Most Gracious Masty the Queen 

“Wer in common with the rest of Her Majety’s loyal subjects 
in this Provine, would have felt highly grated ad the ex 
igencics of state permitted Her Majesty in herself to vist the fest, 
Colony of the Empire and to have received in person the congrat 
lations of her subjects the success which has attended the 
tld and equitable rule under which our country is rising 50 


ply to greatness 
"We desire to thank Her Majesty forthe consideration she has 


shown in permitting Your Royal Highoess to visit us, and we 





welcome it as an assurance of our Sovergn’s earnest deste to 
cement stil elose the honds of interest and affection which con- 


fects us with the mother country, and which enables us t0 share 
inthe which is our proudest boastthelihertis and glovis of 
the British Empie 

“We regard fas high pivlge to be enabled ta welcome Vour 
Royal Highness, and we beg respecthlly to afer our congratl 
ions on the opportunities which this journey affds: Your Royal 
Highness of seeing the country and iaabitants of which you are 
estined—vee trast at some very distant diy to become the 
Sovereign 

“Lite more than a quarter of a century ayo the very country 
through which Vour Royal Highness has passed, west of Toronto, 
twas one almost unbroken wilderness, nd Your Royal Highoess 
ray realize the rapidity of our material progress hy comparing the 
present withthe past. This peaceful progress has bee fostered 
and protected by British law and Beitsh institutions! which we 
‘herth as warmly 48 ou (llow-countrymen at home 

"The visit of Your Royal Highness wil tend stil further to 
increase the attachment which binds us 10 the mother country 
an attachment founded on kindred languages, la, and insite 
tions, and a common sentiment of loyalty tothe Soverign head of 
the vast empire of which we form a portion, and ia. whose 
slorous achievements in the vanguard of ciliation we have a 
‘omen share and w common intrest. 

‘We peay Your Royal Highness to convey to. Her Majesty the 
seokimente of high regard in which we bold her rule, and our 
tamest hope that nothing may ever occur to sever a connection 
hich is mutually so advantageous, and which we rogard ts the 
‘crown of our country’s glory 

“On Beha ofthe citizens of Stratford 
“AW. Fe McCun.ocn, Mayor. 


"To this very Aaterng testimony of loyally and affection towards 
Her Majesty's person and government His Royal Highness was 
graciously pleated toms the flloseng rely 


"Gentlemen, thank you sincerely fr the addeess which you 

















ig stony OF The COUNTY OF PERTH 


have presented to me. In the Qusen’s name [ acknowledge the 
Capression of your loyalty to her Crown and person, and fr myset 
Tam ratefl to you for this weleome to your neighbourhood.” 





This termined the proceedings, and with a few handeshakings 
anda rousing cheer te visit of His Royal Highness became & 
paragraph ia the page of Bistory 

‘Meantime, in 186}, population sd attained to 3,600 souls, 
to supply whose sprtuous wants fourteen hotels were licensed, 





[Abother innovation was now intoced of great conveaience, in 
ipplying tight for the strests, No effort had previously been 
nate inthis department of ive govertment; bat quiet, iofensive 
thrghers,retarsing from business at lite hours, were now aided in 
Inahtaining a devorous and polite dsporiment in erosing streets 
tthowe mad in rainy seasons wae of unsearchable depths. Mr 
Pw. Jarvis during this year applied to the Home government 
for a wophy of ish power, whieh young Canadians might ook 
topon and terchy stimulate their military aedour. Ta reply Stra 
Feed recived a cannon, captured by Britain io the Crimean war, 





tind which now sts peacefully onthe north side of Dowaie street. 
Tn every section evidences of” improvement were perceptible, 
Several clogant churches had been erected, and good substantial 
business blocks were ow found on Ontaio aad Market stots 
Expenditure on pobie works hid also largely increased since 
1854 Being now, in 1867, $18,000 

Since completing the GT. Re and the B.& LH. allway in 
1857, Stratford's commercial supremacy in Perth County was 
sanuted. This again, was rendered more secure bythe consruc- 
ion ofthe Port Dover and Stratford & Huron railways in 1895. 
‘Wealth was now accumulting, and in 1873 a gas company was 
Cryanized to supersede the oil lamps of an cater day. These 








Tuminares had done pioneer service, although the feeble glimmering 
Tight emitted seemed to do nothing farther thaa render more p= 
Coptble surroundiog darkness, Gas was again xoperseded in 
frm by electric light, which now sparkles on every strest and im 
the lazurlant homes of mumerous cians. ‘The assets of the 
Electric Company now reach er $100,000 
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In 883 4 Water Supply Company was organiand with Me. Joho 
Corre as president, having a capital of $15,000, In 190% this 
‘ompany supplied, though 70,00 ft of maine, nearly $35,000,000 
limpoial gallons of water. This adiates « very great improve 
sont sine the frst council ordered thee pumps fom Georgetown 
forthe village wells 

‘A modern ayatem of fre prteston is now in operation, and 
a systrn of sewage hasbeen introduced. Sewage beds have been 
Sonsiructod on the Intest scientific principles, where absolute 
Puriication is attained belore being dacharged into the rive. 

“These improvernents have demanded a large expenditure ia 
thee succersfal prosecution, and the people in 1got contributed 
for civic taxation Sr20,oo0,” Of this amount neatly $24,000 a8 





set apart for education, $16,540 for local improvements, and 
‘ua for fre preston, water, ad light 

Belore closing this part of our work we desire toad that all 
those fraternal societies, which are doubles doing great good in 
the word, are filly represented in 4 popsation af 10,300 people 
who are now stisens of Stratford. ‘The benevolent societies ae 
St. George's, St Andrew's, St. Vincent de Paul, Freemasons, 
(Odaisllows, Foresters, Workmen, Orage and Temperance lodges, 
Father Mathew Temperance Society, . TR. Benevolent Society, 
Friendly Society, Amalgamated Soviely of Engineers, Soa of 
Scotland, Sons of England, Knights of Pythias, and others. A 
Uibrary and reading room kas been established by the railway 
company for their employees. A pubic brary also maintained, 
Containing at present over 3000 Volumes 

‘Meantine Stratford had long passed the tine of iferentia 
between a country village and aa important manafactaring town 





Bad roads oe small representation of farmers wives or daughters 
no longer means conspicuous depreciation of busines. Pros 
perity for ber does not rest on wealth produced in the townships 
Surrounding, bt in that great amalgamation of skill and Inbour 
found within her own limits. ‘This work of eft hands is now 
sent to almost every corner of the world in manufactured goods 

To 1870 the Grand Trunk workshops wire opened under the 









management of Mr, Thomas Patterson, whose son, Robert 
Patterson, is now master mechani ofthis immense establishment 
Locating these workshops in Stratford resulted (rom that policy 
persistently carried forward by her public men for many years. A 
Eoncentration of railroads at this point led to construction of the 
Imechanical appliances necessey to their economical operation 
During 1888 these great buldings as they now exist were com: 
pleted, and became a centre of industry within whose noisy walle 
oo workmen earn «comfortable subsistence for themselves. and 





He nga ib es pier aramid Selb nie 
turarafaciey anced by the George MeLages Feratore Co 
it Melagen wh apron’ tiv press psc aaerny 
thin, had operated sina eaten fo many yon whch 
as ditopel by hn tga "The pemet aog as pe: 
ing onc af whe bck, win whose was are eloped alow 
oe hands" Mantitred gon fom this estabnnst me 
"The Macdonald Manfictaring Co, was established in 1876 
foccnnctrcing threshing machinery. Thin hun has Deer 
ses co ued ual chron by oo ft ogi aun 
his wo son Pande Macdonald. Large rk ulings 
The Strand Mil Building Co, i anther ange an impotat 
indusey, ampoyng over 12 rm.‘ blokes peated 
By te. Wiliam Pravton, present propeton who manscaree 
iil machinery oerery deseo 
“Te Sanford Brie and leon Works were founded in 1893 by 
dir WW Cowan sod ave nw opened by Ste Thos. Hata, 
wis Me, Cooma to empetnmsden Thi lndastty earls 
Tiel tridgen windsnly grinder force and it ume, ae 
Proved rds has created a great demand for steel ges, which 
cage id ot exit. "Tis actry employe aoa So en 
Fe Whyte Packing Co, nguized by Jone Whyte 80 
white a source ef wenth fo Stratford, eof Brent importance 











to the agrculueal districts surrounding. This establishment is 
twll equipped, and affords emplayment to large stall of work: 

‘One ofthe oldest industries in Stratford was that of Taomas Orr 
& Sons, originally © planing mil. In 1885 this factory” was 
flagged, andthe manufacture of sidebourds introduced. It 
Wwas subsegueetly acquired by the Canade Furniture Con by 
whom it is now operated, under Mr, V, Knsshtel as manager, 
Employing about 50 hands 

David Easson’s planing mills and furniture factor is another 





thriving industey. "Interior house farsishings, off and. bar 
Figs are principally tuned out, This business was founded. by 
Scrimgeour Bros. over 30 ears ago, and now employs about 43 

The Anchor Wire Fence Co, was assumed by its present owners 
ia sto atc tk engaged ot mamntacrrlag fare At oemcrectal 
fences and ate This business is controlled by Messrs. James 
Esplen and Robert Frame, and goods ae largely sen to Manitoba, 
Wwhote a excellent market has been obtained 

The frm of which Ms. ET. Dufton is head has been in exist- 
ence for over 30 yeats, and engaged in manufuctring woollen 
ood, Over 4o workers are employed, and thir fabri ae sd 
throughout all Canad, 

The Perth Fax and Cordage Co, wis ganized in 185 by Mr: 
John Hogarth, and incorporated i ts present form in 1897. This 
fem manulutares tine, cordage, binder twine, rope and fas 
About 75 men are now employed under Mr. A. Ht. Raymond, as 

Another useful industry in Stratford, under Me, ET. Dafton 
4s president, i the Stratford Clothing Co, ‘This establishment 
manufactures the finest grade of clothing of ll kinds, and erpley 
2 stall af go hands 

Messrs, Thornton & Douglas are also engaged in maul 
turing meo's clothing, and have branch stores in Guelph and 
Chatham 

The Emperor Cysle Works were established in 1895 by Kalbe 
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feisch Bross, for making and repiring bicycles, Woodworking 
tnachinery is also made by this frm, which employs « number af 
Reston Bros.” planing mills have a 





‘wands. Doors, ssth, binds 








Zoid, ‘These, with a great qumber of smaller industie, give 
‘mplaymeat to thousands of people at remunerative Waye and 
fre eal th conduit through which pass the lie Blood of Steat- 
ford's commercial greatness 

At present other manufacturing establishment are bsg erected 
“The Globe-Wericke Manufacturing Co. have in course of <on- 
struction a large brick building, where high-lss offce snd other 
Fittings wil be made, which will employ ftom 100 9 150 bands 





manure spreaders will be maul (the pioneer ftory of this kind in 
the Dominion), tobe operated by the Kemp Manse Spreader Co. 








A great amount of capital has been and ix being invested ia 
promoting and carrying ut these enterprines, which are of vast 
Enaeguence, not only to Stratford, but the surounding countey. 

‘Amongst those financial ‘nstitatione which have taken deep 
rot in Stratford is the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co. This 
Company was ogganized in #803, with Dr. John Hyde as present, 
and Wiliam J. Imlach as secretary. Tt apponts to have been 
intended to tansact business on farm property only. Progrest 

sion veveral years was necessarily slow. Subsequent to Me 
Peckert being appointed ateretary, a change of ply was fected, 








has been followed by marked success, Under its frst year's 


Sts6.a5h. Ae security for this large sim premism noter fr 
Soyo were held. These were days of small things, However, 
previous ton period of expansion and decided succes For the 
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year 1902 there were in force 16,840 policies, covering property 
Calued at 818,385,724. Ax security for these risks were mort: 
sages, debentures, and other assets, amounting 1 $231,309 ovet 
al abilities. Me Tmlach was socoseded as secretary by Mr 
Wiliam Mowat, and he, in 1877, by Me- Packert. De: Hy, as 
president, was llowed by MMe. James Tiow, and he by Me 
William Davison, county cles now president 

The British Mortgage Loan Co. ix another monetary institution 
creditable to the ey. This Company was organized in London 
uring 1877, re-orgeoized and removed to Stratford in 1878 
This Company transacts a banking Business, in 30 far thal i 
receives money on deposit, lending oa mortgage for a term 
ff yearn Since re-orginistion and removal to Stratford, under 
the management of Mr. Willam Buckingham, it has met with 
marked success. It is most creditable to these who guide its 
interests that 90 case of hardship has ever occurred with their 
patous, a frequently happens 10 stitutions loaning on: mort 
tage. It must be remembered, however, that along with Mr 














Buckingham has always been associnted in ity mangement 
fone or other of Perth's great men, who, a president, has 
afforded valuable advice and assiatance in daposing of its airs, 
Me. James Corcoran was Best president, and was succeeded by 
Mr. Andrew Monteith and he again by Me, James Teow. This 
Position is at present held by Hon. Thomas Ballantyne 

The Stratford Building and Savings Society, which commenced 
business in 1887, has boon a source of profit to its patrons 
by incoleating spre of tri, in order fo secure homes for 





‘uch sums as enable them £0 ereot homes, payments being x0 
ueraed tht thei iis can be dachanged by a sll conte 
hut fom their monthly earnings. The business ofthis Society 
is confined to Stratford and conducted om Hberal terms. This 
Therality has been ao fae appecined hy its patrons that during ts 
evistence o loss has been experienced. In the city are loo 
branches of the Bank of Montrel, Hank of Commerce and 
Merchants Bank. All of which have contributed to developing 
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tends by supplying capital to business men, snabling them to 
sey hoe etre csi to progres 

sre allo uring marked character, "To Uhose who are yet re 
eats it will appent but a short time snce they st inthe log school 
balding, and at recess gathered beee-nuts in what Ts how the 
collegiate grounds, or played at “hidesnd-scek” amongst brush 
and sawclogs, occupying that space where now stands the city hal 
A shor ime, indeed, but pregnant with events continuous progress 
‘and marvelous innovation. In 1834 Me. J. E- Linton opened 
‘private schoo, the first in Perth County: Un 184s wns erected 
4 Tog schoo, soften referred toby historians, in Stratford In 
1845, we have the Best report of school work, sehen about 3 
he fa ge et td ging, hich dom 
ofthis orany other schoo! prior to #843" ‘The frat school Act 
‘vas passed in 1843, snd under its provisions were opened in 842 
All public schools then inthe province. Today 2.on0 childees, 0 
fight spacious school buildings, answer the roll call. Thiet 
teachers are now employed. "The whole of these schools are 
under the inspectorate of Mr. J. Russell State, who is principal 
‘of the city public schools. There is also a Roman Catholic 
Separate school with a full stall of teachers, under separate 











School inspectors of Ontario 





In 853 were assembled the rt grammar schol classes, under 
principal Rev. Thomas Rustll In 1859 C.J- McGregor, M.A 
a graduate of Toronto Univesity, became principal, conducting 
fine high school building was erected. This structure was at that 
time and is, perhaps, now, one ofthe most heal schoo! build 
ings im Canada. Daring the period when Mr. William McBride 
wees principal, who had succeeded Mr- McGregor, this natitation 
tras ruled 1o the satus of x collegiate institute. Under the 
pretentpriacipal--Mr. C. A. Mayberry, BA., LL-B.—this school 
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A modern innovation in our educational system was introduced 
ito this city daring 1897 hy establishing Kindergarten schools 
Since the frst one was opened in tat year two others have ect 
fdded. ‘Those schools are presided over hy thre Female teachers 
With Mes. Levine at principal, who msintains & generat sper. 
Vision over the whole, and are kept open from 9 to 12 osck 
‘only. Pupils are admited hetwoon the ages of four and seven 
yews, and to those who delight in ssocnting with children these 
Title people, of whom there are about 140 i attendance, form a 
very interesting study. ‘They are no taught to read—modeling, 
Srawing, weaving, sewing, songs, games, and other exercises 
‘occupying thee attention. "In our tender years the facally of 
ation ie singularly active, and that distinctive trend of thought, 





found 10 a greaar of lesser degece in all by its eaely manifesta 
tions in any of these departments, would likely be roused ta 
activity, thus rendering those stues an important Tactor in 
development, These schools are mntained by a. general rate 
levied on the city. This really interesting wor, Bret promoted 
by Menars. J. Russell Stuart, principal of the public schools, 
W. J. Ferguson, and Joh Welsh, has been prodactive of aod 
resul, snd ie quite in accord with pubic sentiment 

Farther emrex on our school system wil be found in a chapter 

(On September 11,1849, was asd the frst newspaper printed 
in Perth County, ‘This was known asthe Perth County News, aod 
Published by Mr. Thomas Rowland. It may be proper to sate 
here that Mr. Robert McLagan, who assisted on that grest ocea- 
sion, i afill resident of Steatford, and the oldest printer, per- 
‘haps, in Westen Ontario, For tis notice of the press in Stra. 
fort I am greatly indebted £0 4 pamphlet publshed by Me, Me 
[Eagan a abort time ago i relation to this mporant subject, Me 
Rowland's paper secms to have survived only for a short time, 
abd wad supplented ‘by the Beominer| Which sl’ spears to 
have been somevthat eptemera. The Beacon, ow the oldest 
paner im Perth County, was Grit published on December 29%, 
1854, by Me. Peer Eby, a citizen of Berlin. Mr. William Mowat 
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was editor and manager, We was a four-page sheet, with six 
S32 per annum in advance, and 82.g0 if not so paid. “Farm 
produce taken at market prices, cordwood, aod tarps, a6 may be 
Greed upon.” a the autumn of 1863 Mr. Mowat sold the papoe 
(Se W. Buckingham who hud hitherto published the Norfolk 
Fefirmer, and who was at that time private secretary to the 
Pontmster General at the then seat of government ia Quches 
On his appointment as private secretary to Hon. Alexander 
uckonsiey Prime Minister of Canada, in 283, Me. Buckingham 
Ciaposed of the business to his purer, Mr- Alexagder Matheson 








inches of space, and iv old at St por anmumn In 1887 a daily 
tion was isued by. Me, Matheson, which was subsequenty 
sbandoned, Mr, W. M, O'Beire, for several years assoeiated 
Ets the Gla and ether Ontario journals the Bours proprietor 

tion, which has been successful, 





Faving a ange ciecuation, This "History of Port is published 
Jn the. Bear lice, under the mechanical superintendence of 
Mr J.T. Perry. "The Beacon, since its inception, has Deed an 
tiiinching advocate o€ Reform principles, doing good service for 





In 8g2 the Srtjond Examiner ws published by Messe TM. 
Daly tnd Edin Dent, and in 1855 pasted over to Mr. S. L 


Robart, who published it unt the Ite o's ‘The Perdh County 
Hens was fist published in 1863 by Vivian & Maddock, and was 
‘Shorty aterwards issued a the Jerald, i June of that year 
Jot Robb bought it out n 1867, and pablised it until 1872, 
‘when Alex Willamson and H.. Butle published it until 1874, 
which time it was purchased by MMe. James Robb. In June, 
t8pa, Mi, Hy T, utr fest published the Séraford Times, and 
Continued it t6 18g. In shout two. yeare after thi it was 
1 Snerged into the Herald, The Times was a paper of considerable 
i Faacace for a umber of years, Mr, Biter then established 
the Sum, but it gave away in the f4c8 of the two dali before 








In 1880 the Herald was purchased by Dingman Bros, who 
moved itn 1900 tots present slant quarters on Market square 
‘This paper has alo been succesful, ting now a sintee-page 
shest, and sold to subscribers at St per annum. tn 1887 dally 
teas fnued, which has now large cisulation, Hoth ofthe Stra 





fond daily papers have great advertising patronage, and certaily 
Ihave done mach in promoting the husines interests of the cit. 

Th 1865 was established = wesley German paper, named the 
Colonist. This shect was founded by Jacob Teuscher. In 1878 
fa became the property of Messrs Schmidt & Scherer, and five 
years later Mr. Schmidt bucame sole proprietor, ‘The Cab has 
a large patronage amongst the Germans, a number of whom are 
feted nose Steatford. Since the peried when the News wis 
Tauched, many ventures have been made, but aot with great 
success." An Orage Gnsette was publibed for some time, but 
abandoned. These, with a paper called the ddertier, constitute 
‘he journalistic ventures in Stratford. 

uring 1885 steps wore Being taken to erect «suitable building 
for hospital. If "Man's inhumanity to mat makes countless 
thossands mourn,” man's humanity to man makes maya stricken 
heart rejoice. Stratford hospital is a noble charity, andy ss a 
purely phllathropic tov, excels al others inthis county- Ht 
Promoters were the Co, Warden, and Mayor HT. Butler, Messrs, 
Joho Hossie, Wiliam Davidson, Hon. Thos. Ballantyne, James 
‘O'Loane, Jol Iuigton, Wills Buckingham, J.P. Woods 
{udge), James Corcoran, E,T, Dalton, John Melatyee, and W. R 
“Tfin. "This committee #000 obtained subscriptions amounting to 
7,00. OF this sum Me, Wn, Byers, ahold plone, bequeathed 
‘Ssjooo, and by making the Trust Fesiduary legates thi wil this 
reat work recived $2,000 mors. Stratford municipal council 
ranted $2,000 und fie nevesof lind, ‘The county comme alo. 








franted $3,000, the balance being subscribed in sums ranging 
from Sty cents to several hundred dolla. Every effort was 
made by the ladies of Stratford to procure necessary appliances 
fd all eaipment in which they waeceedd. When completed it 
‘vas unencumbered. Patients are charged $2.80 per week for 
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‘are and medical trentment. When private wards and special 
Attendance are required, higher entes are paid, The poor and 
helpless are generously treated fre, Arrangements are made 
thereby the charitable and benevolent may subscribe ‘$100 per 
annum, which will entitle them toa bed for one patient esch yer. 
Any person making a grant of $2,500, oF realestate prodcing 
Sugo per annum, ca set one patient in perpetuity. A patients 
tniering under this proviso must be an indigent. The eiaens of 
Stratford may point t this building with greater pride than €o any 
‘ther of which their ity ean boast. 

Religious service was a function never neglected in pioneer 
days. Whatever the pioneers circumstances or environment thi, 
‘sf Tous, wns always Youchsafed t0 him that he could meet im 
In 1898 grant of land was made by the Canada Co, 10 the 
Prosbyteian Church. Old St. Andrews, in Stratford, was the 
first Presbyterian congregation inthis county. A new building 
twas rected of loys in 1840, the comer stone beng: laid on 
July 16th, by Me. Alexandoe’ McDonald. On November 213, 
‘gp: the Rev. Daniel Allan became Perth’s fest Presbyterian 
tninints, With him were, as ests, John Stewart, Robert Fraser, 
George Hyde, John Gibb, and Mathew Nelson. "Mr Allan also 
preached in Woodstock, this place and Stratford being united at 
this time undst one minister, who rode through the bush on hore 
bask between these points thee Being no roads In 3843 came 
the daruption in Scotland, which was x00n fllowed by Canada 
Meantime, Mr. Allan had established St. Andrew's church io 
North Easthope. During 1844 he withdsew from both and 
organized n new congregation on those principles 40 effectively 
taught by the Edinburgh divine and the stone mason of Cromarty, 
The old time-honored intituton, which had done ao much for 








Scotland, was deprived of « portion of her glory. That "Old 
Kirk,” whowe hoary and time-worn edfces ad rendered sacred 
many a quit 200k in lonely glens and valleys far temote, now 
bereft of her former glory, was stil undismayed i her native land 
Te Canada she was ruined. In 1848 Mr. Bell was inducted in 








Stesford and North Easthope St. Andrew's chorches. In 1857 8 
separation took place. Me. Miller succeeded Me, Bel. Tn 1863 
Rev. Dr. George came, remaining sll 87a. Rev. Me, Willias 
succeeded Dr. George, and he by Rev. E,W. Waits. During 
1883 Rev. E. W. Panton was inducted, under whose ministre 
ions great progeess has bev made. Total membership at that 
period was 155, now increased to 350. Ia 1868 the present bulld> 
Ing was erected, although Interv great improvements have been 
‘feted, ading much te the comfort and coovenionce of the coo 
pease 

Knox Church, Stratford was founded. by the Rev. Thomas 
MePherson, in 845. This minister was of splendid physique, 
douse, and energetic. He was selected by the Free Church Society 
in Scotland to plant those reforms in Evangelical dscpline 10 
recently introduced in that country. Service was Gee held in the 
Schoo! house, wot a church was erected in #830. Ka congress 
Won creased rapid, and in 1869 greater accommodation had tobe 
obtsined. In 1870, therefor, the foundation of the present bul 
ing was laid by Me. Henry Gidson. This i Uhe most imposing 
church edifice in Stratford, and presents an outline of singular 
grace and beauty, ts seating capacity is about 1,300. In 1878 
Be. McPherson retired, bving suceeded by Mr, McLeod, now of 
London, England. Daring 1881 Mr. Wright was inducted, eho 
was followed by Ree. Lauchlin M. Leitch, in June, 1898. Over 
1400 members are now under Mr. Lete’s minstation, 900 of 
whom have become communicants since his inception. session 
omposed of George Hunter, John Mcintyre, Jamer Cali, Wr. 
Jelirey, George Malcolm, Henry Duncan, James Barton, Samuel 
Rankio, J. AL Bothwell J. J. Forbes, Willa Donaldson, F 
Buckingham, W. H. Fletcher, and Willam Ireland assist in 
church work, Another olcer who appears to be part of the 
institution itself is Mr. Ralph Donaldson (son of an old precentor), 
who is caretaker, treasurer, and secretary of the Sabbath schoo. 

St Joseph's Roman Catholic is one of four congregations 
‘rganized prior to all others in this couaty. This parish contains 
lover 4oo families, 320 of which reside in Stratford 32 in Downie; 






































34 in Elie; 10 in South Easthope, and 7 in North Easthope 
‘The fest Catholic settlers arrived fo 1832, and were John Phelan 
an his Bve sons, Mes. Thomas Sergeant, John Stinson, Rishard 
O'Donnel, Patick Cashin, Mises Jia Coffey, Margaret Anglin, 
Sind Alice Daly Mass was fst celebrated in this county about 
November, 1832, by Rev, Father Dempsey, who came here from 
St Thomas, On June 4th, 1833, Father Dempsey again visited 
Stratford, eclbrating the fist tro sacraments in Perth County by 
tniting in, mariage Richard O'Donnell snd Julia Coffey, also 
brptsing Edward Stinsoo, son of Joba Stason. During 1835 
nother priest visited this new stdemeat, supposed to be Father 
Downie, of London. In May ofthat year Richard O'Donoell and 
fis wif took thee child to Guelph for baptiam, accompanied by 
Patrick Cashin and Miss Daly. Miss Daly reterned Mes. Cashin, 

‘On the sath of November, 1835, Rev. Father J. B. Werreat, of 
Wcrloo, visited Stratford, remaining three days, offering” up 
yas and giving iostructions, This good German piest walked 
i che way rom Waterloo, carving his vestments on is back, 
Te was fate on stormy November night whea he reached. Widow 
Cashin's og huts The mews of hi arrival spread ike wire 
smog the setters, who came the fllowing morning to give im 








tad mile falthen 

From Stratford he set out on the sath for Dennis Downie’ 
Irishtown accompanied by young Willan Cashin, who volun 
teored to cary the sacred vestments, continuing his journey 10 
Goderich, where he remained two days. On his return to 
Downie’ a great gathering of Catholics was there to geet him, 
tind he remained to days. When he arived at. Stratford 
he was worm out ith fatigue; being poorly lad he sired 
intensely from cold, From Stratford, stil necompanied by Cain, 
hie went to Woodstock. Ik was then December, and snow had 
fallen heavily before the poor priest started om his eetun jour. 
He was alnostfforen when he ceached Stratford. During this 
‘whole missionary tip he leptin his own clothes. He continued 
to vist the mission rogalaely until replaced by Father Gibney i 
87 
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From 187 to t8ge Father Gibney had change of Guelph and 
Straford, During bis administntion the fet church was erected, 
‘frame structure, 40% 40, Which remained for many years un= 
plsstered and unfinished. "In 1843 confirmation was administered 
forthe first time in Staford by Right Rev. Dr. Power 

Ta i842 Rey. Peter Schneider replaced Father Gibney, and 
contiued to visit the mission until 1852, when he was removed to 
Brantford, eemaiing for two years, and turing again in #855 
During his absence Rev. Joho Ryan and Rev. Robect Kelcher 
looked aftr the spiritual wants of this fst inctessing fk,» The 
fest resident priest was Rev. P. J. Canney, in #836, under whose 
‘dministation the church was much enlarged. Father Canney 
Continued in charge until replaced by Rev. Peter Francis Crinnon, 
fon June 6th, 1838 Father Crinnon remained until he was created 

Daring the administration of this priest the church had bse 
gain enlarged, aod n pestralseidence bull ow covt of 81,600 
‘The increasing demands of the cougragation rendered a larger 
bullding necessary, and on the 27th day of September, 1857, the 
foundation stove of St. Joseph's Church was laid by Very Rev 
ILA. Beuyere,adminstatorof the Diocese of London. This fine 
building is 150.60 fet, with a width of 70 feet at transept, and 
has  seting capacity for nine hundred, the whole costing over 
S3o.000. Before the new church was filly completed, Very Rev. 
ean Crinnon was chosen Bishop of Hamilton, and was conse: 
crated in is new ofc onthe 2908 day of Api, 3874, Archbishop 
jack oficating. 

‘Since 1874 the church has been under the administration of Rey. 
B. B. Kikoy, D. D., who has done much to farther ie interest, 
The most enduring monumeat to the enetgy and devotion of this 
prelate i the Loretto Convent, founded in 1878 through is 
Insteumentality, at a cost of $10,300, over ball of which was 
onributed by’ the kind-hearted Doctor bimselt. “He has been 
fctive in promoting. education among his people, and on all 
fccasons fs charitable and liberal ia his contributions to their 
Wants. He's a person of aminhle disposition, widely and. Jeply 
ead, « Buen speaker, anda distinguished man 
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St James! Anglican church was founded fa 1844 by Rev 
“thomas Hickey. This misslnaty wos sent By Bishop Strachan, 
of Toronto to gither together the settlers belonging tO that 
‘denomination and form a congregation. Huron was ot set apart 
from Toronto as a separate diocese for several years subsequent 
to this Tract being opened up. Av Me. Hickey was fest minister, 
the was certainly the greatest ever ofcating ia St James’ or any 
ther eclesiatical bllding im Stratford, his weight being 320 
pounds, Serves were held in the Shakespeare tel and the log 
School house. A few years subsequent to his arrival Mr. Hickey 
twas able to rast a smal building, which was never completed 
‘This church oovupied the site of the prosent St. James’ on the 
comer of Sk Michasl and St. George sttcets. Rev.” Can 

Epesin Patterson was industed fn 1st, and 4 now bic building 








ted.” This church, through imperfoct construction, was s0oa 
Feplaced by the present one, The ecclesiastical buildings erected 
by this congregation are now extesive, and cost nearly 840,000, 
faclusive of $8,000 which was paid for the organ now used, 
Me. Hickey, Rev. Canon Patterson, and Rev. David Williams, 
MLA, present incumbent, The frst choir in Perth County of 
which we have any notice assisted fm this congragation, Tt was 
Componed of the Le family, Miss Mary Woods, Mesers Robert 
McFarlane, A. Haines, and §. R- Hesson, A Mr. Wilson played 
the te, secompanied by Mr. Hesson on big hora and ancther 
performer with a clarionet, It said that when thin tio had 
Foon, cresende style" in their finest symphonies tothe most 
fubline point of excellence, so terrible was their melody that the 
Silt fow! on Vietoria Lake’ took fight in dismay, never esting 





Theie weary wings Hix secladed spot was reached 

The Home Memorial church, also Episcopalian, was founded in 
877 by Rev, J. Pe Caran, A building erected sta a Sabbath 
shoo! was extended and otherwise improved, rendering it suitable 
fora place of worship. Rev, David Deacon, present incumbent, 





was inducted in 1882, About 80 families are ia connection. A 





Sabbath scoot is also conducted by Me. Charles Davis, hava 
attendance of 0 popis. Church buldings of this congregation 
are not pretentious, but comfortable, and cost about 82,000. 

“The Congregational church was founded in 1853 by Res. Mr 
Durant. From a small beginning this congregstion has been 
quite successful, having now a membership of 70, wth about 150 
adherents. A neat church building has been erected at 9 cost of 
Srayo00, a large portion of which was donated by one of ts mem 
hers A Sabi schoo! also conducted, having an atendance 
of 70 pupils, with Mr, Louis Moir us superintendent. This con: 
[gregation is now i charge of Rev. G. A. Mackenzie. 

Zion Evangelical Lathstan church, “Missouri Synod,” was 
‘organized in 1839 by Rev. Mr. Hengerer, and was composed of 
1S families, "A stall frame church was erected in 1863.” Progress 
in this church has been steady since its inception, and « now brik 
building has been constructed at a cost af 83,000. There are 
now in connection with thi church about 65 members together 
with adherents numbering 3g0 souls, Rev. JC. Spilman is 
Pastor, and conducts a Sabbath school, having an attendance 
95 pol 

The Central Methodist church is a old ecclesiastical organi 
tion in Stratford, Rev, M. Dignam being its frst minister: and 
its principal promoters William Rooney, James Rust, and J. W 
Mila, Fity yours ayo Rev. John WaloBeld,D.D., now of Paris, 
preached hiv fist sermon to few worshippers in this old church, 
ind in June, 1902 was privileged to give his jubilee discourse to 
that is ow a large und wealthy congregation, A short period 
Subsequent to organization ia 1845 a Irame building was erected 
hore the present eifce now stands, Service was held in thie 
Theacture until 1830, when portion of the present building wax 
Constructed, and which was again alarged in r874. This is now 
Sarge brick edidce, costing ver $15,000, and, although modest 
in architectural design quits modern inits appointments, aford> 
ing comfortable accommodation to the hundreds of worshippers 
tho assemble on Sabbath days within its walls rom -men 


ership at its inception of 12 a marvellous increase has taken 




















place, there bsing now ver so0. A Sabbath schoo) is also con- 
Eneied, Mrs Hemy Wallon as superintendent, having over 400 
Depis on the eo and an average of eariy joo in weekly attend 
nee Rev. EN. Baker, Mabe BD, i pastor 

The Centennial church of the Evangelical Association is a 





modern organization, service being fest held ina brick cottage fa 
{SSB ts princpal promoters were Henry Ender, Robort Heide 
than; and Peter Dietlamm, Only eight members composed the 
Fist congregation, In this church there has been maked pro 
frets, having pow a membership of 220. Tn 1900 8 very fe 
Fick eiiee was erected at 4 cost of noatly $1,000. Daring 
1885 « Sabbath school was also organized, with an atendance of | 
1 popis, now increased to about joo, with Me- A. Keechiel as 
Sperntendent, Present minister is Ree. W. A. Hebn 
The Baptist church was organized in 1839, and meetings held ia 
tog house on Cobourg stret and the police office. ts peacial 
promoters were TJ. Bich, D. Davis, and Thomas Campbell 
Roe R. Metetland was Best minister. AL this period it had a 
Imembeesip of 1, now incretsed to over 300. During 1850 @ 
feame church was orectod, where serve was held til 188, when 
the presen Brick edifise was built ata cost of about 812,000. A 
Sabbath school was organized about 1865, with «few pul, now 
increased to about 140, ender the superiatendence of Mr. Geonge 
MeLagan., Rev,W. 1, McKay, BAA IsD., is pastor, ander whose 
tviistrations steady progress Is beng made 
‘Waterloo street Methodist congregation is comparatively an 
cid one, biog organized in 1854. Beyond that of Win. Osborne, 
T have been unable 10 obtain information regarding aames of ite 
promoters. About 1857 a frame church was bull, where service 
was held til 2880, when the present brick bulliag was con 
Sructed ata cost of about $500. When this congregation was 
ryanized it was composed of 0 members, aw increased 19 280 
‘A’ Sabbath school wae also opened in 1857, which has steadily 
increased in pumbers, tll has now an average attendance of 
) to pupil, with Mr. C. Carter ax superintendent. Pastor in 1902 
was Ree. Me. Going: 
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Medical practitioners in Stratford now are Drs. J. A. Corcoran, 
J.-M. Dunemore, J- A. Devin, George Deacon, D. B. Fraser 
D. M. Fraser, [Miss) Daisy Macklin, J.D. Montsith, J. A. 
Robertson, W. N. Robertson, J. P. Rankin, and W, G. Walker, 
Dentists Des. AE. Abwens, J. A. Bothwell, E, H. Bid, W. R 
Hamilton, and A. A. Mackense, Veterinary surgeons—J, W. Ort 
and Wan. Steele, 

"The legal profession embraces the fms of Iington & Rober 
son, Mabe & Makine, MePhersoa & Davidsoa, Smith & Stele, 
Woods 8 Coughlin, G. W. Lawrence & Son, Ru T. Harding, 

Reeve. —is4-5, W. Je McCalloch; 18g6+8, A.B. Or. 

Mayors —During 1839 Stratford was created town, electing a 
ayer aa chief magistrate, . M. Daly fst occupying that positon 
1860-2, W. F. MeCullch; 1853-7, P. Re Jarvis; 1868, J. A 
areal 1859-70, T. M. Daly; 18712, Jobo A. McCulloch; 1873-4 
‘Thomas Stoney! 1875, Samusl R. Heston; 1876-6, T. M. Daly: 
1879, lex. Gran 18801, A, W. Robby 1882, David Serimgeour; 
1885, Win. Roberts 1884-5, William Gordon; #8857 C. J- Mae 
leregors 18569, H. T. Boters 18901, Joba Brown; 1893, Eljak 
Hodgins: 893-4 John C. Monteith 18355, William Davidoon: 
18578, Jotm OBonchte:sornen, James Hod ot, James 

Clerts.—18sp, Stewart Campball 1855-6, 8. L- Robuts; 1857-2, 
Alexandr Leith; 1860-2, John Hamilton; 1863-5, Henry Sewell, 
se 185682, Henry Sowell je 1883-1993, Rebert R Lang. 

‘Treanrert—t8s4 Adam Sevgmiller, +855-65, Alexander Me- 
Geagort 1965.95, George W. Lawrence ; 183-1902, Wiliam 

“letewors—1854y James Woods, Charles Vivian, Peter Ferg 
son; 8558, Robert Keaye, Alocander Serimgcour; #857, Jobs. 
Scott, Alex. Scrimgeour: 1858, P. Ferguson, Robert Monteith 
1855, R. Monteith; 1850-1, Wiliam Hynes; 1862-5, Willam 
Easton; 1856-9, D. T. Bailey; 1870, Joseph Johns: 1871, James 
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Benoosh; 187286, D. T. Baileys 1887, P. R. Jarvis, D. MePher- 
sont 1888, James Sharman; 1889, W. S. Bolger; 1890-1902, Jas 
‘Collevors—854s Robert Johoson; 18554, R. Keays 1857-51, 
Willam Dowoies 1862+, Robert Service: 1865-78, Joseph Johns 
Brosh, Thomas Stoney; #88195, J. Johns: 1896-1902, David 
“tmflarn—t8gqy Peter Rel, &. L, Robarts; 1855.6, Robert 
Witlams, Me, Mickle; 1857, RM Hay, John M. Robb: 1838, 
Jas. Orr, Jas, Redford 1839, Peter Watson, P. R. Jarvis: 1800, 
Willan’ Powel, Wen. D. Harrison; 1863, RS. Service, Henry 
‘Snell, 852, 8S, Service, W. D. Harrixons 1863, John Watson, 
Win, Whitey; 1864, ©. A. Craseford, Thomas Clark; 1855, Thos. 
Chri, RH. Nielson; 1835, Thos, Clark, Edwin Deo 1863, Jo 
De Hanson, Henry tmlach; 1865, Thos. Clark, John A. Scott: 
1859, ‘Thos Clark E- Dent; 1870, Thos. Madkicks, C.J. Mac 
roger: 187s, Thos. Clark, Jas, O'Loane; 1872, Alexander Caven, 
Thos Clark 1873, Tow Clark, Joka A. Scot; 1874-5, Thos 
Clark, FA. Maeshals 1876-8, Thos. Clark, J. A. Scott; 1879-80, 
JA Scott, Ated Burnham 1881, David Scot, A. Bursham 
DD. Scotty W. H, Burnbam 188)-95, W. H. Burnham, 














G.G. Bwart 1896, P. R. Jarvis, G. 








We ejice in thee sketches of cur pioneer a place before the 

ose characters who have left so great an impress on thi 
county. To the preseat they may be entertaining, to posterity 
instructive, Imbued they were with bold and robust ind 
‘ult, typical of lege class of our easly settlers, The work 
accomplished by these old veterans requires no special pleading to 
fender ther Hives a subject of such import as to. demand. the 
jowty cammstanees in which they were placed, to strapele wih 


pemry alone, far fom home sed fiends, fn a conatant endeavour 


to attain success through honest and stendy perseverance, never 

ie sight of trus manhood, nver without an aim and a dter- 
rmination to attain iy srly adds lustre to pioneer lie, On these 
Sualtes tru greatness must ever ret, and are worthy of emul 
tion by every youth entering om his caroor fo playa part fa the 
reat drama of ie 


Dring #838 the Canna Co. were completing arrangements in 
London for opening up that great wdersess in Upper Canada 
where men in future Years Would fund a new home for them 
fives: In January of that year was born in Broughty Ferry, 2 
Suburb of Dundee, Scotland, ope who was destined to play an 
femportant parti that yet unknowe lan 

Davin Daviosos Hav was the eldest son of Robert Hay, and 














Ascended fom an Invemese-shire family, his mother being a 
tative of Forfarshirs, He was educated at the patochal schoots, 
hiely in the English branches, a dash of mathematics being 
thrown i and well allasted with the shortar catechism, In 845 
he came to Montreal, romining for some time, engaged in mer. 
fantle pursuits. Removing to Upper Canada, he became an 
Employee of Senator Simpaon, st Bowmanville, where he remained 
fora short time. During 1st he went t9 Simcoe County, and 
fntered into business at Cherry Cresk and Lefroy, being gute 

Teas n0t tl 1855, however, that he reached the eeucal period 
of isle. While on a vst 0 rvlatves in Wallace he purchased 
three acres of land as s4¥ mil ste where Listowel now stands. 
During 1856, therefore, slg with his father and other members 
ofthe family, he removed to this county, and erected a saw and 
feist mil, Although surrounded by a fertl country, i was yet 
thu sparsely settled, and paucity of business rendered this 
Nature for a time not very successful, Ploneer commercial He 








Was attended with ax great diflculis as those inseparable to 
eating a farm, although, perhaps, aot ite #0 laborious. Lis 
towel at this period, had only one leading road, extending along 
the towaline of Wallace snd Elna towards Berlin, a distance of 
po miles To make a round tip over ths highway required ove 
stock. In 18s when Mr, Hay moved his family fom Glenallen, 
stance f 1 miles, to Listowel, two days were spent struggling 
fver crowewaye and through med holes. Postal facies were 
‘cmi-weekyy and an old horse possessed by the mal caries was 
impressed into moving the "fits." A¥ the procession tiled 
fon through holes and over erossway, it came to 4 sudden halt fa 
the centre of n mud trap wo grest and of sich vast depth sto defy 


human calculations, ‘The old equine war anable to proceed, aod 
from his soft resting place, sill anchored to the "iti looked 
to the shore besechingly for si, The doughty proprietor, seeing 
the dangerous situation of his goods, was forced to stip of his 
lower garments, in defiance of Bis innate eedesy, plunge into the 
smu bath, extricate the old horre's foot from an ein Feat, where 








Episodes of this kind wore of frequent occurrence, and Mr. Hay 
boiler being one week in making 39 miles, witha squad of men 





sod teams, costing S100, and, although we had several upacts no 
fone wns idly hurt" Me, Hay subsequently assumed manages 
‘ment of the grist mil and under his energetic manipelation 
This enabled him not only to extend ‘is business in other lines, 
bt to increase the capacity of his mill by adding ew and fn 
proved machinery, it becoming an important factor in promoting 

T1838 came an important period i this man's ie. So far be 





tad ot fond esting place for his feet in any of those vocations 
in which be war engeged- From a pete of ty be etood in his 
Backwoodsmen. He now aspired to that Godegiven fonction of 
tring a leaer of men. This he attained, and how well he hs 
lone bis dy therein lack of testimony inthe ld recor of 
this county. fa 1838 he was elected tothe counci in. Elma, bit 
resigns, Dering 4859 he was employed fo purchase and dit 
bute seed amongst the settles He wat again chowen rove in 
1860, holding that poston until a seperation between Listowel 
and Elma for moniipal purpoees was fected. Subsequent to 
this event he was choren feve of Listowel, holding that postion 





During 1858 he succeeded in carrying out his frst great work 
1 was made provision in the Act of Settlement that ofall Ids 
sold in Elna and Wallace certain proportion of the funds received 
shouldbe retirned ky government to be expended in improvement 
of highways, This grant was further made subject to Orders 
Coustil; bul so far bad at been earied out, Several petitions 
had been presented to government, but were unsuccessful. Mr. 
Hay, therefore, organized committee to interview the authorities 
land press their claims for adjustment. "This interview resulted in 
‘ome oice expressions from the Minister of Crown Lands, andthe 


































kindly advice that they should return home, where they woul be 
ommusicated with. The deputation retuened <restfallen, but 
not so Mr. Hay. He remained, and so persistently applied. his 
fnguments favour of immediate adjustment, that he returned 
‘with a fall settlement of ie demands, From this petod until 








1867 this fund was prompty pad, and by 
soon became apparent an improvement in roads. Suseq 








Robert Cleland’ eforts (wo was then reeve of Elma), were 
"From the tine when he fist became a member of the county 
council a very brie period elapsed before he stood in the front 
‘oko ts most prominent snd infuootial members, He was for 





abject of 
Seateble Sajesrignt Solo of his port gn #44 duric Eroe 





interest were under consideration preparatory 10 


Years are characterized by great breadth of view and fotlligent 
[erp of detail He wa chairman for years of the committee on 











Contemplible impos on fee people 

Tn promoting gravel road extension he wa without doubt 
the moving power, andthe aorthern townships in this county are 
under great obligations t0 bith for his persistent eforts inthe 
‘shale. His contention was that this county had expended large 
ss in aid of aoa, grav rds, nad ther inprovernent in 
the south while at ane dollar had been lai out fr any purpose in 





the orth, but t which the latter were now compeled 0 contribute 
lange sume in ther Higudation, those obligations still amovoting 
to over S28ojooo. This was undoubtedly tre, and a unjust we 


Hives fron, Theie ie! 00 pert of tt a's conver vere ts 
haracter and his work stands more clearly revealed than in that 
long, and fora time hopeless, traggie he maintained forthe rights 








J his constituents. From reports we have seen io our public 
Fecords he had seingushed all hope of redress, and 00 more than 
fone ootasion had formulated schemes of reli in other directions 
Although he was baled often, he was never sebdued, returning 
again and again to the battle with bold feont and renewed 

rg) ill the justice of his claims was rcogaised and partially, 
Ut lens, satisfied, thereby leading t0 4 uoication fo this county 
“hips could. andy be said fo exit, Tt is dificult to understand, 
{ren at this later day, how the county council should have shown 
Such after disregard of thows claims wel established by northern 
public men as to abandon, in at incomplete condition, some of 
Their roads after lage obligations had Been incurred. During 
1853 a by-law war passed By the county council, op a close 
Inajoity of ane, granting 810,000 for gravel roud construction 
This bya, om appeah, ws asbed, nd tho main road leading 
From Mitchell to Listowel, on which Logan spent altogether 





























the G.W. R., and, wth Col. MoGivern, consulted Sandell Mac 
Alona Yor government aid. In #86 he contested North Perth, 
but was defeted bythe late Andcew Monteith. During 1873 he 
was employed by government a special iumigration agent 19 Great 
Blt and was magaged for 6 Sine in revising nd creating 
immigration erature. He also lectured. in Scotland on the 
‘advantages of Ontario, and is eesources as a desieable place for 
the emigrant. He also had charge of immigrant parties to Quebec 
‘nd thence to thei destination fn this province, This work was 
not congenial ta his taste, however the routine of offi life was 





but i sed to a ceslce mind, whch found pleasure only in 
cnt He, therfore reigned bs postion, much guint the 
‘iste of the Government nd in 1879 as armed forthe North 
Ring, defeating the at Mes P.M. Daly. At the pest contest 
te war again elsiedy defeating he, jan SieDermott of Wallace, 
twas daened i a. In' short tine he wae again employed 
secure immigrants of the tenant farmer class. ‘i 

During 1873 bylaw sas panel by thé county counc of 
Berth granting ooo 10 aid inthe constrvtion ef» allway 
from Sttford to Lake Horan 

At the request ofthe Stratford Hoard of Tade Me, Hay tok 
charge ofthe ray delegation nd the eanves for iis yaw 


by the Goversine: 





ii ung sod terri i age meme lero 
Terseey of toe loop roneios Sat Es aera te er 

‘Daring 1876180 rnd war bing extended to Winton, Loa 
stinciedeog the ae Wenta, anata to Oe 

te conjuction with Coloal Tian presets and Mr 8 8. 
Faller, vce pesident ofthe oad Mes Hay spent month i he 
peomcion al ping of tht belay cl games 
ising that he rendered ell important aatitnce fo the ie 
Chinon and advoraey of the scheme Cl Tindale iin evens 
toot teva of servic inhi owe County of Perth, whch 




















will apply with shout equal force to those sorices along the ine 
0 Winton, 


In Pariament Mr. Hay rendered invaluable sid in securing 
Government assistance for the rand, He was chairman of a 
delegation mumbering some 4g0 members, representing. mois 
‘alte on the line and others intrested in its Construction. Such 
& delegation had never before or since waited on any goveramett 

‘Their application for aid was granted without delay, the roud 
shortly thereafter being bult and in operation to Wiarton, Me 

Peter Watson of Stratford, secretary ofthe company, did excelent 
service in the successful submission by the lal councils of the 





onus by-laws, which was accomplished without a single hitch 
along the whole ne. 

"efore dismissing this important part of the subject {may be 
permitted 19 insert an extract from a ltr i my possesion from 
Co. Tisdale, Inte president ofthe company, as a mark of appre 
lation of Me. Hays services: hardly know how £0 pat in 
Short space an account of the services you rendered fo the County 
of Perth in connection with the coastraction of the eilways. 1 
an only say that, i my opinion, without your ssistanoe am 
‘ite sure the municipal Bonuses in the County of Perth could 
fever have been carried. Your intimate knowledge, able and 
persuasive way of putting the benefits which the railway would 
onfer upon the locality, were most fective in satisfying the 
People, ad contributed more than any other factor 1 know of in 





Convincing them it was to ths fterest to contribute the large 
ums they voted tothe scheme. Your unselfishness, not only in 
feference #9 your personal position, but even wheny ait di at 
limes, endanger your political postion, | have not seen equalled 
Without personal interest, without any desire of personal prof, 
Without compensation, and with a regard only to cal and public 
Benet by the completion oF the project, you devoted wesks and 
months of your time, and submited © personal exertion, display 
Jing an amount of knowledge and abiley ia connection with the 
subject to which any words of mise can hardly give to others the 
fll appreciation your actions deserve, and ofthe erent assistance 
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you rendered. [think 3, therefore, but small justice to your 
Xnselsh forts to say tha no single man did more than yourslt 
Xo achieve sucess, and without your assistance 1 doubt if the 
tvork could have been accomplished. 

‘Dring bis second term in the Legislature he had the honour of 
moving the addrens in reply to the speech fom the Throne, and 
Tega effective and convincing platform speaker, his services 
trove always in demand by the party with which he was asocited 

is, Hay was brought up as a Presbyterian, bat as the outcome 
cof Meareul study of divine truth he embraced the doctine of a 
Conditional immortality and am abiding fit i the presillnnial 





vent of Christ” which doctrine he stil retains, Ta 183t he 
snared Jane Reagerson, of ons in the County of Simcoe. The 
Reueof thin union was five sons and four daughters all of whom 
furvve except two. Ms. Hay died some years ago, and Me. Hay 
in tnow in fecble health, wandering among the fot hills of if lone. 





Sie Hay is a man of igh poetic temperament, strong conic 
tions, em moral principles, conssientous, and tuthul. If he 
Scvomplshed much for the people whom ho represented i was 
one By no other method than constant honest toil. "Nature 
Gesigned him for tterary eather than commercial pursuits. His 
frumerous reports inthe public records al nicate a Hiterary mind 
‘On more than one occasion in these reports he has scrfced 
Stength and vigour of expression to «pleasing and well-rounded 
Siownce,, He was a man of broad public spit, and would make, 
cod did matke, eat sacrifices in the interest of the people with- 
tut hope of pesniary oward. To the sordid and mean his con- 
{ict wa len inexplicable, but t0 those who understood him his 


ons on all occasions, arose from & desire to advance the 
good pubic speaker, not slogoent, bat clear and convincing. 
The Matry of this man life fx inseparable fom the erly history 








Sturt Rou Hisson, an old pionecr of the County of Perth, 
was born inthe parish of 





ray, Co. Antrim, Irland, Sep. 23th, 














1829, The family, withthe ides of boterng their circumstances 
came to Ameri in 1831. ARer @ 





ng, tedious voyage, they 
hd Ogdensburg, remaining: there about a year. The system 
‘oF goverament obtaining inthe U.S. was notin aevord withthe 
Dre-onceived ideas ofthe eller Me. Hessone and a return was 
made to the British Mag, ia the tertory north of the St. Law 
ence, Aerivig: in Canad in 183s, they rented a farm between 
Hamiiton and Dundas with the iea of making agriculture thie 
vocation. A great misfortune overtook this immigrant fay in 
the death of the father. In a strange county, without frends 
with no great store of thin words yoode, this was asa calamity 
indeed. "Renting @ farm vat now an impossibility, and. the 
widowed mothet rtied to Dundas with her seven children, of 
whom the subject ofthis sketch was the youngest. Mr, Hessoa's 
cast reolections of schol days (a peiod in young life when 
‘many happy recollections are stored up) wis walking two snd 
chal ies to a fog school on the Hamilton road. His fest 
recollection of tying to vad was the motto on a old squat sign 
swinging in font of qusit, oldfashioned country tan. I 
pressions made in youth are lasting, and the mot om tis old 
siga-hoard has been ever since remembered. It was # seange 
Imisture of doggerel, poor rhythm, snd, perhaps, truth, embodying 
the conditions for the entertainment of such guests as chose to 
honour mine host with thir patronage, ax follows, “The travel. 
lees fiend, the extortoner's foe try me 





























know. "Peter Bamberger.” Whether the bill f fare set ap by 
the philosophic Peter was in accord with his announcement on the 
sign-boar, or whether he conducted his advetining business on 
the principle that tf het to be impressive, even i it requtes a 
At the Dundas grammar school, under De, McMahon, Me 
ved the itl education be ever obtained. This was 

long before the period of free school n Canada, sad poor as the 
family was, they had to contibute 82.30 per quarter towards the 
salar of they teacher, or remain without education, During the 
short period he attended this seminary, he formed at acquaintance 
























wth another lad whose representations of the Huron Tract pro- 
duced an impression on young. Hesson which determined is 
futore course of i. This lad was T. M, Daly, who came fom 
Stratford to atend achoo! that year- This acquaintance formed 
fon that cession was afterwards the Fendship of a lifetime 
‘In therefore the family came to Stratford on the th day 
of June." Mr Hesson says:-—""We fet Dundas for the same 
Feason we left old Ireland, besause we were poor, lke mast of the 
Early setter." Ab! yes) like mast of the carb sctlers. What a 
florous thing for Canada that in old Ireland and other fae off 
Tands people were poor. Aid what of those early settlers who 
left their old homes because they were poor? It was a glorious 
“Canada, where they could Bing 
ish spe and thelr energy, and 


thing fr thom that there was 
their poverty. Aye, and thei 
their rity and thc determination that the day would. come 
then Canada wonld Bing ber Best 
td lay them ike golden erowns at thee fet, In the eternal 
Fitness of things so it has Been, and Canada, withthe County of 
Perth, esoies tonday that many left their old homes and came to 
But 
this young. fellow, if he wis poor, was fall of muscle and 











ft those deserving poor 











her fertile shades inthe allen time because they were po 


fmbition, anxious to work, and he says, I got plenty of i 
What more dove a poor man needy if he hax muscle, ambition, 
and plenty of work, he is equipped like » giant and the odds are 
fii his favour that atthe end of the contest he comes under the 
Wire far ahead of thove who entered the race of fife with what is 
Considered superior advantages 

ving reached the Huron Tract, the family stted io the Gore 
of Downie, sear No, 4 shoot house, where ample opporanity 
tras soon afforded him to exercise all the muscle and ambition 





Sf which he says he was possessed. There was chopping 
and tgiting. to be done; there wns cordsood t0 cut, thereby 
nabling him to carn a tle money to carry home to is mother 
‘Nese where the city hall now stands he chopped cordwood, walk- 
ing four miles each way to his home, carrying a cold dinner, 








which he ate from the top of « maple stump, which, by the way, 








is an excellent substitute for 4 table. When the cordwood soi 
at Me. Daly's ashery, which oocupied the ale of the. present 
[Albert Theatre, or J.P. Vivian's brewery, for 87 cents per cord, 
the proft to this axe man was not get. Wood in the old 
virgin bush was euay to chop, nnd be was able 9 Gat three cords 
por day, for which be was paid 31 cents, small recompense 
Surely for So much severe labour, but that was the period of 
small things in every: department, except thit of work, Even 
then his Tecioys were well expressed By the lie from Burns 
“Who was contented mi litle, and thank for mai 

In 1847 he assisted at the erection of the log schoo! hous fa 
No. 4, or McEwan's school aad in which he became teacher for 
term of thtee years, ‘Teaching in those “brave od days” was 
fot remuanerative employment, his salary being Sto per month 
he fad also to collect a rate bill of 20 cent from each pupil per 
month, "OF course he had the privilege of boarding" round 
fmongst the pupils an opportunity of which he did ot avail hime 
Sal his spare hours being valuable and his home near the schoo! 
The School Act of #841 made provision for the examination of 
teachers, aod he made the journey on foot to Goderich, passing 
‘through ‘the ordeal before the superintendent of schools Tor the 
United Counties. He succeeded in obtaining certifcate, hove 








ver, and came home rejoicing, withthe coveted document snugly 
fucked away in his inside pocket. This was in 18y7, and it 00k 
four days onthe trip 

Finding teaching and bush-whacking too slow, he bade adi 
to the shanty and came to Stratford in search of employment 
‘This he found with U. C. Lee, thon prominent mershaaty thus 
taking’ up the basiness which proved fo be that of his fe Me 
RH, Lee also came to Stratford, entering into mercantile pers 
sits, Me: Hesson being engaged inthe management of the core 
cern 1856. Me. Sebring, the founder of the village « short 
Aistance west, feeling his health filing, Mr Henson entered into 
negotiations for his stockeintrade, which were finally coneluded 
by his becoming proprietor of that portion of the Sebring. estate 
‘The year 1856 was one of importance to Bim: he had launched his 
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‘banque into the stream of life for the frst time with himself ax 
pilot, and time alone would determine whether he hid slicient 
ill as navigator to keep aivay ‘fom the rocks and shoals on 
which so many tre sails are dashed to pleces and lat. Durog 
{ie yeor he was appointed postmaster in Sebvinguile, ad war 
iso made a jstice of the peace for the cousty. He continued to 
Sondict this business fr ten years with suceoss. a 1854 be 
tarred Miss Margaret Jane Polly, and sooo had a family grow 
Ing ep around him, and being desious of securing for them & 
{good education, he sold out bis property in Sebring, removing 
{o Slratford, "Here he again entered into business, which be 
‘continued to manage with success for over a quarter of century, 
when he eetied on s competency fom active life to enjoy a well 

During all the years he was ctively engaged in his calling he 
Aidt disregard his obligations of idzenship, ia discharging 
those public fetions shih all good men ove to thei fellows 
When isked to come forward and eontsibute of his knowledge 
and experience for the public good he was found at his post, He 
Served the city ax councilor foe some years, and na mayor in 1876 
(On this cesnsion he was elected by acclamation, He was school 
tnt for some years, and chairman of the building commtes in 
1878, resigning that position to contest the north riding of Perth 
fo the House of Commons. At this election he defeated Mr. 
James Fisher, In 188 he wos again elected, defeating Mr. 
Robert Jones, of Logan, and was again elected in 1885 over De 
Johnston, of Millbank. In the next contest he was dafeated by 
Mr, James Griewe, of Moenington. The withdrawal af confidence 
by the electorate on this occasion arose entirely Irom his devotion 
{0 Sir John A. Macdonald in supporting a certain mensure which 
twas considered inimical to the principles of a mumber of his 


pace a 

Me. Hewson was chosén chtirman of the Trust Board under 
whose contra were the funds for constructing the Georgian Bay 
Lake Erie Railway. He has been a director of the Gas & 
lecieis Light Co. since 1875, and president for the past three 





‘years was appointed fist license inspector when Stratford was 
incorporated, and gave the frst Heense to the Old Albion hotel on 
‘Ontario stret, then considered to be the acme fn hotel construc: 
tion andin the maguifcence of its sppintnent 
“Away back in the forties he was srutieer for the Hon, Me 
Cayley in the Cayley-Cameron election for the United Counties, 
bofore Perth had separate existence. In those brave old days 
the pois were kept open far twe days, andthe quaicaion of a 
voter was a fee deed. ‘There was one polling place ia Ellice, and 
nly one vote for poor Cayley, who was a Conservative, This 
tras polled by an Enylsh Tory named Pinder, who was, ike the 
Nast rose of Summer,” apparently “blooming lone,” and 
‘wasting his sweetness on the desert air” Mrs Cameron as 
Mr. Hesson was president fora period of five years of the fist 
lass band (organized in Stratford in 1851), and doubtless marched 
fa withthe boys behind the drum major, who with his baton led 
the way ip all the excruciating dignity of a halepay offer o a 
uring the agitation inthe matter of good roads, over so years 
ago, he took an active par, and travelled over sight mile 4 the 
Schoothouse north of Shakespeare 19 record his Best vote in 
This oll planer, who cut cordwood on the principal square of 
the cty of Stratford, iy still « youthulooing and robuet ian 
He saw the city when it wae yet = hamlet, and the surtounding 
country a wilderness, He save it pass through the several stages 
forts present insprtancs, and contributed is personal efforts to 
its commersial success He satin the high places, amongst hee 
reat men. Alone and without other aid this cordwood-shopper 
wore the weapons with which this etle was fought—that 
{ined power and hovour and prestige? Nothing But honesty of 
Purpose, a high Heal of personal worth and integrity, and an 
Crerprorent feeling that he who fights on honourable and just 


Prnciles wil eventually win, So i always haw Been  s0 twill 








always be. Me: Hesson's lif ike others of the grand men of 
{his county, ought tobe an objectlestom to our youths who are 
preparing themselves to clin the bill Dificlty” to honour and 
Eine. To those without wealth family connections, o influence, 
Tay think of this wood-chopper and others of the old pioners, 
fund remember that though you are not equipped forthe eace with 











they are only the settings, and not the gems Let the goal you 
intend to reach be a high one, andif you never reach it (because 
few men ever attain their highest aspirations), you will atleast 
ty comtane work ascend part of the way, our own manhood wil 

be tcengthened aud the world be the better of your efforts 
Tr sonclusion, permit me to say tha the Hf ofthis man is well 
worthy of emulation It sa life of action, and of hovest effort, 
Usested and sustained by « contiousness of moral rectitude, 
Wehish has brought its wn ceward in a selbapproving conscience 
wgloaming. hours which 











make up the teem of our increasing years. 





‘Whstan Daviosos.—The lie of this pioneer, ia the number 
and variety ofthe oces he has been called upon to fl, presents 
aMfowewtat mutifarious aspect when we consider the gualica 
{lone necessary to a proper dacharge of the varied obligations of 
howe pursuits in which he has been engaged. Like many others 
‘four great men wh have accomplished mack, he did ot take up 
is Brat occupation ether from a esie for it or natral adaptar 
biliy to dacharge is functions, He Became a Bushman, because 
be balieved inthe principle of doing whatever was nearest him to 
tle. Te was characteristic of him that whatever he undertook to 
{do he did well, To this excelent feature be owes largely his 
Socona With him there was no sipsod work, no dllying with 
important trusts, ao faving to others or to chance what it ws 
Ie duty to perorm, This thoroughness and honesty of purpose 
hore ie etnts to that degree as in Mr. Davidson is fortune 
Though for any man. He who waite for chances and opportuni 
Tre show his powers will never be ikely to Band them. The 








men, therefore, who brave all circumstances and press manfully 
forward wil nd opportuites nese their pathways in every dire 
tion In this company he had & prominent place. A want of high 
‘elucation made him carefil ins calculation, and so he became 
Gxact, An honest desire t0 overcome and advance bis worldly 
‘Sreumstances gave strength to his character, and men wil always 
ean nan oak rather than «willow. ‘These qualities are eminently 
distinguished in this man, and #9 them, and oot to external 
influences, he owes his poston 

Mer William Davidson, prosent county sly was born i 
Monsghsa, Ieeand, in Soptember, 1833. His cduation was 
such as could then be obtained in that country, which, he #335, 
Comprised the three Rs, and doubtless fourth Branch might be 
ndded-—a close nequsinance with the “tawse." In this depart 
tment of our old couatsy system a that period a close companion 
Ship with this pedagogic appliance was considered a very effective 
means of communicating information. Ofcourse a Young aspirant 
Iter knowledge was tot consulted regarding this part of his 
{uitioo, and frequent admonitions, even by the subject of this 
sketch, were not Tksly undeserved. In this seminary Master 
Keenan was all powerful, for good or evil The seats were pieces 
of rock, and weiing desks were simply 4 pce of Board lid 
sctoss the pupil's arm. Of these educational advantages be 
vale himself only fr one 9 

Th 184s his father, the late Abraham Davideoo, emigrated to 
Canada, accompanied by bis wife and sb children, of whom 
William was second oldest. After a long voyage of nearly seven 
weeks they arrived in Toronto on June oth. His father at once 
fame on to Fularton, setting om Tot 14, concession 7, then & 
wilderness. Young Davidson remained in Toroato towaship with 
Fis uncle, who was engaged in teaching. They Kept bachelors 
fall, Wiliam the younger being sook. Hote, for about twelve 
months, he resuined his acquaintance with his books, not much 
proven being made, his culinary duties no doubt being of 30 
red and interesting s character as to prevent a great acquisition 
Oofook learning. During +846, ia his thirteenth year, he rejoined 
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his father’s family in ullarton, walking from Toronto township 
on foot and driving two atte, his joarsey occupring fve days 
On his arrival, along with his brother, be entered on the laborious 
task of clearing land. The woods were soon removed fom the 
Ihomested, when contracts were fected to cles land for ates 
ih #857 be marred Elizabeth Cole, of Fullarion, nd was now 
cn the very threshold ofthat career in which he has a0 much di 
Yinguiahed himacll In 1849, atthe age of 26, he was appointed 
township clerk. His subsequeat musicipal life fo every depart 
sent goes to prove that the cheice made on that occasion was 
most advastageous, not only to Fulaton, but to Perth County 
His thoroughness and adaptability fr this work led to is appoint 
iment as treasurer in 1860, He continued in ofc as clerk for 
bine years when be resigned and was lected reev, This postion 
he held for eleven years or until 1878. Meantime he became 
‘Sng a ath om mp wich reputation he 
Trunicpaiies from the Act of igo onward, theough very depart 





tent, Ht is doubefl if aay other olcr inthis county us more 
fntended or correct knowledge of the principles undersing that 
Fora number f years previous to 1878, when he resigned the 





ofce of reeve to become county clerk, his Worth as a pub 
‘was recognised ia the South Ridge "Ata convention ofthe Con- 
ereative party, t9 whose platform he adhered, he was in 1870 
‘nominated as thir standard-bearer forthe Legislative Asse 
“This honour for private reasons he declined considering the proper 
discharge of his legislative funtion, if elected, would interfere 





‘th those important trate the people in Fallarton had confided 
to his jadgment ad ability. In 180 he built a store in Carling 





‘business such us suited the requirements of a country village. He 


twas also postmaster in this tle hamlet, continuing to ald that 
position ual his removal to Mitchell fo 187. From the aml 
farious duties arising Tom his own private business on the far, 
inthe store, and the post offe, with his other public employ- 





rents, Mr, Davidson at thistime was a busy man. In 1869 he 
Toil bis store, but did not by any means sek to relieve himset 
from any ofthe activites in which he was engaged, a8 he at once 
fccepted a. general sgency forthe Perth Mutual Fire Insurance 
Con in hich capasity he rendered valuable service fo the inst 

Meantime, during 1867, he resigned the ofice of township ler, 
and in 1808 was slsted reeve, with his father as deputy. Thin 
Shange opened anew sphere for the diplay of that faculty of 
areal manipulation in thove allure committed to bis trust which 
fas proved the mainspring of his success AC the council board, 
i the county council chamber, amongst the large number of 
representative men from every section of this county twas but a 
Shor time till he was considered one of thee most careful and best 
informed men. Awa stor consequence, ho was soon honoured 
withthe highest position in their git by bing elected as warden. 
His rocord here fs also unigue in eounty history in being elected 
consecutively for 1875, 1876, 1877, and till October, 1878, when 
he renigned to accept the clerkthip tendered him by the county 
Council’ Inoue municipal istry n0 other ease as ever happened 
trhore a reve of any township has een elected warden fur years 
onccutvely. During his tsm of office county indebtedness t0 
the municipal Joan fund was setled. nether able man had a 
feat on the county board at this period, as reeve of Downie, in 
Hon. Thomas Ballantyne. To these two representatives, with 
whom were asacited the warden, were assigted al negotiations 
In elation to this very important question. Reports regarding 
this affair are signed by William Davidson 8 caiemse, and are 
by far the most comprehensive of any reports 1 have seen in 
Connection with public business fo this county. Sufice ito say 
that this committee finally disposed of our indebtedaess to this 
fund in manner satisfactory 10 sll. For a more exhaustive 
‘iplanation ofthis question, my readers are referred to **Muniei= 
pal Notes in another part of this work. 

‘Dring that period in which he was warden another important 
smavter afecting this county was dealt with, Te willbe remem= 











bored that ia 1873 a horus of $8o,o00 fad been granted 0 
railway Irom Stratford to Wiarton. This project_met with 
strenuous opposition from Blansbard, Fullrton, Hibbert, and 
Downie, Towards its construction Mr. D. D. Hay had exhausted 
every effort in its favour, being stongly supported by Stratford 
fand_ those municipalities lying north. The attiude of the 
Southern townships at that time did not arse from opposition t0 
the scheme itself, but to their Blog made contsbtors tit, which, 
far as human foresight could extend st that period, would be 
‘5f no benoit to them, Fulminations loud and deep were launched 
against the by-law, and that iniquitous measuce passed by Mr. 
Blake's Government known as the grouping system This measure 
‘enabled a few municipalities in favour of a scheme 9 group other 
‘municipalities with thom who sould hae a minority of votes, and 
‘thereby fore legislation om the weaker party antagonist #9 thee 
interests. In thin caae it wat fully carried oot, forcing a large 


{bt om the southern townships. A quarter of a century has now 





‘question and its retulls, 1 am constetined to say that in the 
interest ofall our poople i€ was well that Me. Hay’s measure 
came fae 








Me. Davidson, a8 wacden, now opposed issuing debentu 
the company until sufcieat guarentes was given that i would 
omplate its contesct i buldig the road. The company, mean- 
time, ad made « demand for these securities without such 
[uarantes, which Mr. Davidson considered, very propely, was 
Breach of contract. ‘They were determined to compel compliance 
sth their demands, and entered a nit against the county. His 
Tnanagement of this ftir on behalf of his constituent indicated 
feat zeal and judgment, ae well ar an extended knowedge of 
‘iigation, ia which be defeated his opponents on every oecasioa, 
they at last made arrangement to carry out thir original ages: 
rent. If they had accepted this position at the outset mach ime 
fod wseess expense would have been avoided. ‘Three years had 
tow elapsed since this by-law was passed, and before passing over 








the debentures Me: Davidson detached the coupons falling due 
Aoring that period, which the company wete not now entitled to 
recvive by their conduct, thus saving to this county $13,000. 
When we consider this large item, and that much larger one 
saved in our municipal oan fund indebtedness by Mr Ballantyne 


‘ad ims this county has been roieved of a Ha 
to nearly $100,000, 

Before leaving this subject, 1 ay be permited to say that he 
hd not object to carrying out the provisions of the bylaw although 
‘opposed to the principle by which it was earred. AS a peoof of 
this those debentures granted 9 the Stratford and Port Dover 
road were promptly handed t9 that company, they having at once 
complied with their agreement. Throughout this whole alfaie Mr 
Davidson evinced great common sense and discretion, discharging 
his duties in manner bono 











ble to bill, and listing warm 
approval from every section of our county. During 1879 fe 
Inember of the board of education, Being appointed secretary 
treasurer at ity fest-mesting, This postion he has held ever 

That our readers may form an idea of the work accomplished 
by this pioneer and those matters he has dale with daring & busy 
called upon from time to time to Bil, He was township clere of 
Fllarton for ine years, and reeve for eleven years; warden of 
Perth County fr four ye 





county eer for twenty 





still eeaining that postion. He was postmaster In. Carlingford 
‘ight years; secretary trustees S. S. No. 4, Fullarton, for seven 
teen years; trustee and secretary-reasurer Mitchll high school 
hoard for eight years trates Stratford school board for four 
years and secretary-teeasurer for twenty-two years, and aleeman 
[OF the City of Stratford fr eighteen years, for nearly all of which 





Devi he wa chairman ofthe nance committe. He wos mayor 
SF Stratford two years autor Brisk Mortgage Loan Co. for 
tied Inspector of house of refuge since it was erected director 
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of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co, for fteen years and ite 
Drosdent for ten yeu. 

To discharge the multifarious duties in connection with these 
positions was the work of no ordinary man. ‘The whole secret of 
Eis success was honesty of purpose and a thoroughness in every- 
thing he undertook to accomplish, This inspired confidence ia 
those whom he served, which in his career has never been salen, 
‘and which he stil eta. 

He was a man of strong and robust physique, and his youth 
spent in chopping and logging bad so inured bis constitution to 
hard labour that he was able to accomplish all his undertakings 
with ease. He is possessed of a large amount of good, common 
Sense is afable and Kind in his manaer, knows men sell, and has 
the faulty of penetrating their motives, These characerstis 
with capacity for hard work, were the instruments by which he 
Faised himself tothe front rank of Perth's grest men 








Rowuar Josts, for many years a prominent man inthis county, 
was born at Wieklow, Ireland, in 1828." He was a farmers son, 
and obtained ooly such education ax the coustry afforded at that 





Period, which was very imperfect. He was endowed with natral 
{halite however, which education could never supply. During 
1 busy lie these were brought conspicuously forward, and faith 
fully applied in promoting the intereats of his adopted eowntry. 
Me, Jones was am ideal pioneer, He was a man of fie physique, 
fobust, fall; and wel formed of marvellous energy, rerles and 
Continuous in pursuit of those airs committed 9 his trast. [a 
bis management of public business in Logan he displayed eeet 
tact and. judgment, honourable to. himself and advantayeous 
to his constituents, "As «recognition of hi ability e received @ 
{greater share of confidence from those whom he served than hat 
(ver been acsordad t9 any other repreentatve im Lagan. This 
hh retained tothe en, when he Init down his harness, which on 
his part was voluntary aetlon—he stil maintained his popularity, 

in i849 he came to Canada, remaining a short tine io 
Fredericksburg, then removing to Kingston, where he made the 











serous 319 


scqusitance of Sir John A. Masdonld, In 1855 he std fo 
itgan, on lot 45, contain 4, wher he rend the ester 
fortion of is He) In 1850 he marsed Min Sonn Jones wo 
Teate ite mother of large fami al of whom sored be 
‘Toa person of Mr. Jones temperaments caring land aired no 
scopes vse upton, Other areves ba to be ugh 
invhich he cul spend hs energy, ad these he soon fund. tn 
Conection wih hie fare etre tet boone of siping 
Stock and for may Jars wer ove ofthe engert operators wat 
Sorento. He gros spt for tion war so buesle 
to tees owe ky cama fa cscs snd Bes nant 
tu ts ropa care, bing sastedcomatlor f Logan, Tn 
fear" Durlag 187 and 180 rs Coveney was ee, wher Me 
Tit gp when he raid. Impctant events marine bad 
toledo ctosetion visu paral coud whch pnd a 
‘Saosccous par. to thi he wae sy tested by Me, Tom 
{Covney, then township rk. Ax pubis non tay were wae 
fev admiably adapted fo supper each oe Bs Joner wot 
cecrthig hes, wich te Sas Snsteatin, thus 
sopping acti thes gules nr which Mr Joos was dlc 
trend by Fatlaion, woe mussel aur were managed by 
Ste Wika Dasidson, Tote storia sch of Logan il be 
found many proceedings whch orate the ie hod conduct of 
ths mares and energetic man 

Dut te pated te Bebo cy ned Kata Famed 
cn tre diferent cccsos by big choten warden arco nly 
eled by two cere dong stg pid ty youre He 
Snteted th North Riding of Perth rhe Commer, bat wae 
‘kiero Near te clowe f+ buuy and well pet ie i od 
pioner ried o che where be id in 895, Take. im al 
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in all Mr, Jones was an extraordinary person, and like others of oar 
Poncersy his characteris worthy of emulation by our young men. 





Jou Raxsise was born in Somerset, England, in sBi2. At 
24 years of age e boctine a British sole, joining the 450 ro 
iment of Light Infatey, sereing for eloven years During this 
ped he was stationed at Gibraltar and the West ladies. In 
Y6 his regiment came to Canada, being for some time stationed 
eae Montreal Ho thea decided to make this county his hore 
Obesining his discharge, he retired with the rake of corporal 

In 1849 he marred a duaghter of Mr. G. W. Dodds, and 
removed in 1851 to what is wow Listowel, taking possession of 
Shanty already erected by some pioneer neat the river, From 
Glenalen be brought a supply of provisions, and thus equipped be 
fentered on pioneer life. "This shanty he afterwards bought from 
Mr. Heney fora rifle, This getloman set up aright of priority 
in powsession, which was common mode of procedure im those 

Mr. Binning, in turn st up right of possession on adjoining 
land eastward and which he afterwards daposed of to Mr. Dodd 
Sabsequent io a survey being made and setlement taking pach, 
fn these lands was built large portion of Listowel. When @ 
Sal clesring had been effected, and litle wheat produced, it 
tras hauled by the oven and sled to Hawkesville, where it was 
trade inte four for the new settlement, each trip ecupying three 
ays, "This continued fl Me, D. D. Hay erected his mill this 
Felieving these old bushmen of & great amount of hardship and 
inconvenience Mr. Bining’s ies so closely identified with the 
trowth and development of Listowel tat a history of one —for & 





fered 40 the historical sketch of that miicipaley for further 
‘emarks co this pioneer, Those who were contemporaneous with 
tim cefer to his deposition as being kind sod friendly. Possessed 
ff a well balanced mind, he was # good neighbour, « worthy 
‘Size and oapoctd by ail clatses. He was honoured on many 
‘occasions with positions of trast, being for some time a member 








of the council and the fest school board. In politics he was 
Consorvative, ia religion Presbyterian, being x member of Kix 
church since ts inception, ‘Throughout his long life he was 
honest and progressive, thrifty and industrious, and as « con. 
sequence was able to retire in his old age ton well ered rest. 
Atte age of 87 yents this old pioneer and frst ster in Listowel 
laid down life’ burden as one who had done his duty well and 





Jauss Dicksox, of Elma, was born ia Pecblesshire, Scotland, 
i181. Although aot age ofthe earliest settlers in this town 
‘hip, he was a man who exerted a great influence for good in that 
Section where he resided. Being sscustomed t0 fren ie in Scot 
Tand, but considering Canada offered greater advantages, at the 
age of 32 he came to this country. In 1844 he maried Mary 
Grosart, also a native of Pesble, who was bs faithful helpmate 
for over half a century, having celebrated their golden wadding in 
vBog with thelr family and friends. During 18 he aeived in 
(Canada, for a number of years carrying on farming on his om 
account. Ia 1868 e camo to Elma, a great portion of which was 
Still covered with wood, and settled on theft stil occupied by his 
fon James, ex-warden of Perth County. Oa this farm he remained 
unl hs death on January roth, 1898, his aged partner proceed 
ing him on the lonely path by «few months, Mr. Dickson did pot 
take an active pare in politic, although a supporter of the Liberal 
party. Like neary all his counteymen he was consent. Pres 
byteran, and in every department of le earned for himself the 
best regards of his fellow men. He was a fine specimen of our 
pioneers, honest, uthfl, thrifty, and industrious, and of kindly 
Though unbeoding. principle. OF co-operative dairying, which 
has done so much for Elona, be was as active promote To such 
men this country owes much of her prosperity, and the example 
they sot in their outgoings and thelr incomings, as shed an 
indelible infuence 0 the moral aspirations of ox people. 














Moses Hanvny, late treasurer of Elina, war horn at New 
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Brunswick in 1822, tn sy he married Maty Leckie, of King's 
County, in that Province, and in 1836 removed to Elma, setting 
fn lot 18, concession 9." Here he made for himself a home, and 
fn this farm he resided until his death, A family of thirteen 
hildreo was borate him, many of whom are now dead, During 
1855, being stil ofan adventurous spit, and having. caught the 
Calioroia gold fever, he made a trip. west to that abled land, 
femaining cnly a short time, and although quite saccesfl, he 
feturned sain to Elms, In 1871 he was appointed township 
treasurer, which postion be held il his death on May 20th, 100 

He was a good bookekeeper, and throughout bis long oficial 
career, though having large railway and druinage aevousts pass 





fg through hi ha 
very detail, At nn ealy period he was appointed a justice ofthe 
pace nd ws a consistent supporter of the Libeel-Conservative 
party. Either io religion or politics he was ot dogmatic in 
fis vis, allowing every mas to dal with afais of his conscience 
ns best suited himell. As a proof ofthis aspect of his character 
fd ‘his broad principles he took an active part in promoting 
Methodism where he esied, he being consistent Presbyterian 
Mr. Hacvey was an honest man, which, after ally isthe highest 








Taowss Rome was horn in Wesford, Island, in March, 
108." The family emigrated to Canada in 1815, In Jansary 
135, he marsed Elaheth Tompkins, of Wicklow, which union 
Extended over a period of 63 years, when death separated the 

ged patie Joowary. 1896, To thee were born al sous, wh al 
‘became professional men except one-—Me. B. Rothwell, the elder, 
having been principal of Listowel public schools for a quater 





Me, Rothwell arived in Bima during 1853, setling on lt 29, 
concession 2 where he remained ual is death, Ia is youthfal 


flags he was a man of robust physique, fine personal appearance, 
nd a splendid specimen ofthe better case of our pioneers, He 
twas an even-empered, kindly man, wall formed, and of far 











more than average intellectual ability, We are apt to inguire 





sometimes why people of edicaton and fefinement shoul! ever 
fater the woods, where naturally nothing could. be found we 
‘would suppose congenial either to their tastes or aspirations, To 
oswer this we would require to know the man, for although fate 
does play strange vagaries with us al, there isa trend of thought 
tnd festng in our heats causing many events we blindly attribute 
to fortune: Whatever may have been the cause inthis case of 
taking up backwoods ie, Mr, Rothwell fought the Battle in m 
manner mort honourable to himself, aad let a record of honesty 





‘and upright condact with all men, the faiest boon he could Teare 
te bis fay. 





Ma. Sawvet Ror was born in Crossmoli, Mayo, Ireland, in 
Gat. At the age of go yours he came fo Canada, settling at 
Paris. In 184 be arrive in Elma, Iosnting on lot 36, concession 
12. During his fist year ia this township he marsod Margaret 
Follarton, sister to the present mvincipal clerk At an early 
period he Became idetied with townahip afr, and was elected 
Sounciloe in 1859, In 1853 he was chosen deputy-reve under Me. 
D_D. Hay. This position he held til 80." He was a lifelong 
Conservative, and 4 consistant supporter of the English Church, 











Davin D. Canenans, Lieut-Col, and J.P, of Listowel, was 
torn near Seafl, im Arran’ Tole, in 1833: He was the second 
son of Dugald and Mary Campbell, of Lochranes, who emigrated 
to Lower Canada, setting in the township of Inverness. Mr 
Campbell received 4 fair edvation, having attended schoo! for 
several years in the Eastern States. tn 1850 he arcived in 





Listow, which at that period was a hamlet ofa fow ly dwellings 
Here heat once entered into commercial pursuits, erecting the first 
feame store in the village, Me. Campbell's life affords good 
ilusteation of what can be accomplished by perseverance, honesty 
of purpose, and a kind disposition. He wan the architect of hit 
own fortune, and, what i better fr, be was 4 man whom the 
itizens of Listowel delighted to honour. "At one period of his 

































life with his mercantile afsrs he managed a milling busines and 
farm, evincing a fine simplicity of character theough al 

‘When Wallace ws separated from Logan and Elma for munic- 
pal purposes he was appointed returning ocr to call the frst 
Imesting, Subsequently fora umber of years he served as coun 
Sion, tod, on Listowel being incorporited, was cleted a 
member of the council ultimately being. chosen reeve, He was 
dlso mayor of Listowel for several years, and volintariy resigned 
that honoue, On this occasion his fellow-sitzens recognised is 
Tong, fifa services by preseotng him on his retirement with & 
{gol headed cane, gold chin, and seal.” To the quiet and nob 
ftusive efrts of this mam, Me, D. D. Hay, and a few others, 
Listowel owes ber prosperity, In education he took deep 
interest, using is bet efforts In is promotion. On both school 
‘ours, with which he has byon connected since thee inception, he 

During the Fenian id in 1856 he organized No.4 company, 
2h battalion of woluaters, to defend bis country. This eomnec- 
tion with the mle continued until he attained the rank of 
Tiewtenant-coloas 

Th 7g he was tendered the Conservative nomination for North 
Perth, but destined. Mr. Campbell has boon a useful citizen, and 
whether on the magivterial bench an honour he has lng retained, 
tr in whatever sphere of life, pubic or private, he may have been 
alled'on to play is part his conduct has boon uniformly that of 
good and weal mas 





Mr: Jon Hicks i early days an infantil! and welllenown 
rman in Perth County, was born in Cornwall, England. When 
Aste young bis father removed his family #9 Canada, seting at 
that fs now Holmesvle, near Goderich, Mr. Wiliam Hicks, 
the father, was 4 person of some means, and may be called the 
founder of Mitchell As carly a+ 1837 the fst Hicks house was 
rected by him, In al hat section of country west of Sesbach's 
curely & settler had located, and Me. Hicks! hotel was far 
fmore in danger of being Boycoted by wolves than filled with 














quests at that period. Me. Joba Hicks, who afterwards became 
Prominent and played an important pat in polis wis, wos fist 
[anlord in this new hostalry. 

He was worthy old plner, and exerted a rest infiuence in 
‘opening up this section f the Huron Tract. As an index of bie 
‘haraster, in 1843 a Methodist minister was endeavoring #0 re 
{ew seilement ia Fulartn to hold services with thove few who 
had penetrated 30 far into the forest. Mr. Hicks directed im to 
Fallot the Blaze on the trees a bing the ony hope of is keeping 
‘emerging from the woods apparently in a rather sorrowful plight. 
There were no bridges in thote days, and the poor preacher, i 
trying to crows a sceam over 4 fll tree, Became at uowilig 
participant in baptism by iamersion in good cold water from the 

gan swamp. Mr. Hicks performed the part of & Good Samar 
tan by supplying such requisites os were needful for his guess 
{do you get for your work?” sid Afr. Hicks. "Lite or no 
thing,” replied the preacher; “my Master will ward me at Hie 





‘wm proper times He never forges.” “Allright” responded the 
Tandlord, “11! tale your Master for my pays your bills seed. 

Daring the rebellion in 1837 he volunteered io support of the 
Government, and. was employed ia several departments of the 
service. Until his death, in +873, he was sill connected with 
that body, having. attained the rank of Heutenantcolonsl. He 
twas one of the fst magistrates in Perth County, feet district 





Mev Hicks’ municipal lie was interesting and important, and oy 
readers are refered to the historical sketches of Lagan and 
Mitchen cloewhere in tis work for further details regarding this 
Say Piet 

Ssowwer Waaiey was boro in Tyrone, Tela, ia 1818, and 
came to New York in 140, In 1842 he came to Canada, setting 
in Nocth Ensthope. He married in 1844 Margarst Trom, «sister 









































36 stony oF THe eOUNTY OF ete 


‘of James Teow, settling in Morsington in 2848, being one of the 
Geet stars. "He as Sar many geste 0 prtcsteat puble oi, 
Iaving been reeve and also tows clerk for several years.” He 
tras also clerk of the Afth division court holding that position 
Tl his donth in #876. He wan a magistrate and commissioner in 
BL R. anda director of the Stratford & Huon elway. He was 
active as a poltcian, acing withthe Liberal pary, although not 
aggressive, which made him personally popula. Through his 
long lie he was highly extesmed as one of Perth's public men, 





Javes. Rem, treasurer of Moraington, was born in County 
Down, Ireland, April 2gth, 1835, In his twenty-second year he 
came to Canada, setting in Mornington in 1847, 0910 16, com 
emsion 6, He was one of the Ars stlers where Milani now 
Sands, i being then an unbroken forest. The record of Mr. Red 
a fownahip offer is somewhat unique, in 30 far that he has 





Fetalaed offce for a longer period than nny oficial inthis county, 
having bsen appointed tearurer consecutively for 47 years. This 
acknowledgment of ix nervices i high tebute 0 his integrity. 
and a public recognition of his honesty as an offcer and his worth a 
a citizen, In 1857 be received from His Excellency the Governor 





General a commivsion a captain ia the militia as a testieay to 
his lopelty and devotion to Brtsh institutions. He is. Consere 
tive in politics, and x consistent member of the Presbyterian 
eed hey en grea oot sly 





is fife hasbeen quiet and order, and his inivence for 








Jos Warsox, towaship clerk of Morsing 
fics etl in that township, leating on Tok 7, concession ti 
18y8. Me. Watson. was. born inv Newton Stewart, Tyrone, 
Ireland in t82p, In 1847 he arrived in Canad, coming digect to 
Mornington. At a very ely period he took an active pat in 
‘municipal poites, being lected reeve ia 1863, This. position 
he retained il 1868. In 873 he was appointed towaship clerk, 
‘hich postion he hashed ever singe, Next to Mr, Reid he 1 














a 



























amongst the oldest of out municipal ofcers, His character and 
Conduct ars eiteen and private gentleman are above reproach, 
land shed a lustre o9 the mame of backtoodsman, 





Aussanoen Gouriav was born jn Galloway, Scotland, Ho 1804 
‘When a young man be eft his home, going to England, and 
time, emigrating to Canada in 1843, sting in Ellice the same 
yer, Me Gourlay was a good specimen of the Scotch; energetic 
nd aspiring, hovest and trustworthy. He was @ member of the 
‘ld distict coun, snd onthe fntredsetion of the Municipal Act 
[F 18go, took an active part in local municipal government. He 
teas a member of the frst council of Elie, and sat as reve from 
Tgr to 1833, incisive, Mr Gourlayw 

terian, During the period he resided in England he marred 
‘Snterof the late John Pearson. Subsequent to the death of this 
Tady he marvied Miss Riddell, of Paris, Ontario. Me. Gourley 
died on May Ot, 87, a the age of 75 ears 


“2 consistent Prosby- 











Rowen Hes 
‘County of Londonderry, Islan in 





other old pionesr of Bliss was born in the 





Tn 1842 er along. with his father, who hed jeined him in the 
meantime, settled ia Ellice, loeting 0 goo acres on the and and 
ad concessions, Me, Henry was person of strong character, 
sid prominent san io this county. He wns Brat reeve of Elie, 
wad succeeded Me. Gourlay again in 1854. He was appointed 
Se of the fest magistrates aller the organization of Pe 








Jon Kasten was the second roa of George Kastner an od 
soldier in the grand army of Napoleon, whose victorious opera 
tons struck ferror to every ation in Europe, and covered France 





fvth glory. He was born in Alsace, then a Feench province, in 
SiS, and. came to Canada with is father's family in 1832, HW 


Setting on Tot 12 a the frst concession of Ellice. Mr. John \ 
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Kastner was 4 great maa, who, by his own industry and per= 
severance, rained. Mimeelf from poverty to. the position of a 
sient lading public man, His eturage and sacses frsitied 
A fine ilustraton of that ateady but sure progress made by the 
Triftypionecr. During the rebalion of 1837 he was created = 





sergeant n the volunteer corps, and subsequently promoted to the 
Tank of captain, which poston be held for many year, 

He sean  Suvot speaker, and on the politcal platorm was 
ffective and often playfl with his opponent. He was strong 
Sympathetic, and bad many qualities of which orators are ma 
He inderstbod the use of English wel, but never was ale to 
pronounce without « strong German ascent which marced his 
Fillence ss speaker to some extent. He was 4 felong 
Reformer, and of great value to tht partyin hix manipulation of 





the lectorate, 

Mr, Kastner was one of the fst J. P's. in dhe county, and in 
sy was lected roeve of Ellice, ving Way fo 1860 to Me. Joba 
Pearson Re-elected i 1861, i 1866 he agin gave way to Mr 
Pearson, but was once more returoed in 1868. He wns a man of 
great energy, and withal ad a vast sore of good common sense. 
‘Ae an early settler in this county, the iafuence he acquired 

at his neighbors was retained fl Bis death, 








Peree Kastan, oldest son of the George Kantner we have 
mentioned, ws also during his Hfetime a prominent man. The 
village. of Kastnervlle was founded by and named. alter this 
Family, Like all the seters of 1833 he was early inured to the 
hardships of bust ie, but Sally overcame them aly sing hin 
self by his own umided efforts to positions of trust and hooour 
amongst his lllows, He was alo a justice of the peace, and 
fied every positon inthe militia from that of private tothe rank 
fof major. He carried on several branches of business, as mer 
hang, dstilar, and brewer, and wax a prominent farmer aod 














prominent mancipal oficerinEilic, was bora 


Jon Pears 
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st Ashford, County of Kent, England, in 1826, immigrating with 
his father’s family in 185i, In 18y Me came to Elice, and 
‘uried on farming on the old homestead, removing to Sebringville 
in ilrg. Here he engaged fo sawemiling and general business, 
sn] way erly Mentied with municipal goverament. A eference 
to the history of Ellice township wil show the ofices he was chosen 
to fil snd the implicit tust the people repose in his tery 


‘Aurxasoen Fistrn, J.P, of North Easthope, was born in 
Kenmore, Perthshire, Scotland, March nd, 18ag- In 1833 he 
came to Canada, remaining for atime in the township of Eaquer- 
ing. On remoting to North Easthope he settled on Tot 325 co. 
2 which was bis home til his death, He marred Blizbeth Me- 
Naughton (daughter af Donald McNaughton also an old pioneer), 
who sil survives. During the sebellion of 1837 he wat enrolled 
inthe regiment of Col. Jarvis, his company being under command 
fof Capt Brown, He as one of the first magistrates in Perth 

adoring his He-tine was 4 prominent citizen of North 
Ensthope: He took an astive part in micial onganization, 
under the Act of 185, and ws township treasurer for a quater 
St a contury. His son, Alexander McNaughton Fisher, who be- 
ame township clerk, held that postion fr jo sears. He, agai, 
teas suceeded by hie sm in that important ofc. Thote is no 
‘ther case inthis county where one family has eld the O70 most 
responsible ffces for so long period. A faithful and honest 
Giceharge of the duties arising in these positions has won for this 











family's feling of confidence from those they serve which bax 
been steadily maintained for ove ba century. 





Peres Roussos Jarvis, « pioneer of this county, was fourth 
son of Fredrick Starr Jarvis, U. E. Loyalist, and born fo the 
Townuhip of York, August 16th #834. His geandtxther tought 
for British supremacy during the revolotionary war, and at its 
termination ha 0 for his fe t Bish testo. Asa rofagee 
be came t0 Fredericton, No B., in 808. Asa U. E. Loyalist 
















































bis father obtained a grant of land near Oaksile, serving in the 
tror of 1812 and the rebeion of 1857. Subsequently he was 
appointed reyistar of the Home Distt, and acted as Gentleman 
Usher ofthe Black Rod inthe otd Paciament of Canada. Later 
he became Sherif ofthe Home District. 

a 1829 Colone Jarvis removed his 
thers of our pioncers Me. Jarvis began his edsntion ia log 











oily 49 Upper Canada, 





School house where he attended for some time, Being afterwards 
Sent tov grammar school io Comnall. He teem now lke 4 
taught by 

“John Sandel 
from 





Connecting link of the past and present, having bes 
Bishop Strahan, and was 4 school mate of Hoy 
McDonald, Having completed his edacation he shi 
New Oleans for China, residing in Canton as representative of 
fan American Tea Co. Returning from that port he Visited the 
Cape of Good Hope and St. Helena, arriving safely in Toronto 
or a short period he entered into the mil 











ser long vor 
ing business at Galt, and in 1847, along with bis brother, cant t 
Me. W. F. McCulloch grist and se mill and x ditery. Thor 
he ientied himself with the commercial interests ofthe village, 
forming a connection which hes cen continue ever sine, Stat: 
ford's fest assessment was made by Mr. James Weods, who, with 
Me- Jarvis and his brother, made valuations and counted the 
hows, while quietly smoking thee pipes in ale bask office, 
Femuneration for performing this important function wis nt 
teat neither did their duties seem very onerous, A. brick bloce 
{rected by Mr. Jarvis, and known asthe Jarvis block, was the fest, 

In discharging those duties whch every good citizen owed to 














society, this ponese had done his part. For many yencs he 
Interevied hinell ia educational work, serving with acceptance 
fon the trustee boards, Hie connection with Stratford. school 
toads extended over period of thirty years, when he resigned 
his postion as chairman’ of the high schoo! tastees. At one 








period of his cateer he was a caudate for pasiamentary honours, 
nd in good ld orthodox style issued his adeoss to the intelligent 
“ind independent electors of Perth County, but subsequently With 
Grew. The render i ferred tothe local history of Stratford for 
Further information regarding the municipal work ofthis man 

‘Over fifty. years ago, when Queen Victoria was young, be 
recsived a commision as ensign ofthe fest Bat. of Perth Mita, 
Under date Marsh 1th, 18st. This document is fearfully and 
Wroorfally impressive, opening with an array of ies and ds 
Tinctions which appears tows tke pling up agony. For the 
information of our renders we insert it, as fllows:— 





His Excellency the Right Honourable James, Earl of Flin 
and Kincardine, Governor-General of Brits: North Ameria, and 
Captain and. Governorin-Chief in and over the Provinces. of 
Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruasttck, and the Island of Prince 
award, end Viee-Admirl of the same, et 

"To Peter Robinson Jarvis, gentleman. Grecting: Reposing 
fall confidence in your loyalty, courage, and good conduc do 
hereby constitute and appoint you, during pleasure, co be ensign 
Inthe Foueth Bat. of Huron Mila, taking rank and precedence 
from the sath day of March, 1852. "You ar, therefore, carefully 
nnd itgenly to discharge the duty of ensign by exercising and 





Avot diseptining the inferior officers and men ofthe sid ila, and 
T do hereby command them to obey you as their ensign, and you 
tre to observe and follow all ch orders and directions as you 
‘hall fom tine to time revsive fom me or your superior ofcers, 
econ to le 

‘Given at Toronto the fourteenth year of Her Majesty's Regn, 
By command ‘Signed, Ein & Kineaubise 





In 1849 Me, Jasvis matied Ais Marion Nelson, the issue of a 
tong and happy sion being a family of ten clea, In religion 
fhe is an Episcopalian, and in polites a Tory ofthe old schoo, 
His fie har been peacefl though eventful and during” his carer 
the has acon all thove mighty infuences called into exntece by the 





feniua of our great men which has produced such marvellous 


































results in the world, He has long passed three score and ten 
fod is now nearing that period which some by reason of more 
Strength are aid to attain, Sil hale and Beary, however be 
attends to business as he did over ify years so. "He i robust 
in health, portly ia figure, relishes spioning @ yarn of the long 
Pst, and on the whole is a Se specimen of ye grand eld county 
entleman of ye olden time 


Axonew Moyrermi was born ia August, 1823, at Karn-Dseen, 
Tyrone, Irland, and with his fathers family came to. Cana 
arsving on July 12,1834. Me- Samasl Montsith had preceded 
this family into the wilderness, and was ready to welcome them 
fo thin arial at “Lite Thames,” 

Me. Monteith was an idea! pioneer, Rather over than under 
middle sie, he was muscular in appearance, guick in his move 
foots, decisive im action, and inexhaustuble. in vitality and 
‘ndutance. His countenasce could not be called ne according 
tothe rules of ar, but, as mireor to the thoughts and feelings 
of a great can, was impresive, indicating. the presente of a 
strong character.” He was easly approached, and had i aleta 
tion. He was conseevative in politica and democratic in principle 
Ihaviog not one spark of official pomposity by which some sur. 

und themselves. He was a good chopper, an expert ler, 
‘ad a public speaker above the average, His language was pain 
but stong-always convincing, because always teuhfal and 








Sincere. Intolerant of sham, he made a good frend and @ most 
inuence to bear him onseard. He never waited for something to 
tun ups he went straightway, ax all great men doy and tursed 
something wp fr himsell. Av might be expected from sush a man, 
he soon atteined prominence and geen influence in Perth County, 
Playing a distinguished part in its early history and development. 

In 1838 his father opened a general store in Stratford, which 
was managed by his brother til 184o. This youth died at at 
Years, when Me. Monteith and his brother Samuel caried on the 








tsines ill go, His partner having withdrawn, he continued 








the business for several years longer, until his health fling from 
‘love confinment, he retired to hit farm in Dovtne, where he 
resided tl his death 

Tr was notin mercantile affuirs, however, that nature designed 
this man should py his part. The eterl gin-horse sameness 
that characteris business in 4 country town must have been 
ietsome to him, Nature di not design him fora vendor of Knit 
ting needles and red hertings; he was to be leading man. In 
‘ricipal and political lie he was prominent from an early period 
of his career: "This inclination for public business he may have 
nerted from his father, who a4 ae ofthe six old veterans (all 
the voters in the eastern part of the county) who trudged from 
‘Stratford to Goderich in 1841 to eecord thse votes inthe Duslop 
Strachan election. In 1842 whon school sections were organized 
by Me, Daly, Mes Monteith was one ofthe Best trustees in union 
SEhonl Nov ty Dovinioy Ellie, and North and South Easthope 
From this petiod, omvand t0°the day of his death ia. 1895, his 
rame—duving those 34 long. years was constantly before the 
people of this county. To say that he was always successfl 
‘ould imply that he was mors than human. He was irrepressible 
und failure wth him wns simply a incentive to greater exertion. 
Tn fact, when his opponents nacceeded ia hedging him in at one 
point he simply broke out at another, and with ch force and 
Finpetrity nv to overwhel ther all 

iis municipal career i= already written in the local history of 
Downie and that of Perth County, and those of my readers Who 
eset fallow out the Me of this excellent man are refered to 
thone portions of this work, At Confederation i 1867 he entered 
purfament_as member for North Perth in the Legislature, his 
Spponeat being Me D. D. Hay, whom he defeated. In 1871 he 
Comested the Riding against the Hon. Thoms Ballantyne, and 
twas again cleied. In 1874 he resigned his seat in the Legis 
Tnture, and became a candidate for the House of Commens, his 
‘opponent being Mr. James Redford, whom he defeated. On 2 
petition this election Was voided, and he again entered the fld, 

















bvth Ms. James Fisher, of Stratlard as his opponent, and he wat 
gain succesafl, In 1878 he retired from active politics. 









































































































‘There wore few institutions in this county with which he was 
not to a greater of lesser extent identified. He wa elected tothe 
Stratford schoo! board ia 1833, 0m the retirement of Mr, Peter 
Woods, and was also a member of the trustee board in S. 8. Ne 
5, Downie. When the British Mortgage Loan Co, ms established 
in Stratford he was chosen as its frst president for which bis 
Prominence and integrity emineatly Sit Kim, He was else for a 
time its managing director. Although not an ofl inthe Perth 
Mutual Fie Insurance Co, he the honour of taking out pley 
No. 1 in that important iotitation. Inthe old days he was ag 
‘8 member of the Volunteer Fite Co 

In polities he was strongly Conservative, although by no means 
taggremive, believing that every tan had a right 10 his ows 
opinions ia matters of conscience. He was « consistent member 
of the Ch 





tof England, and for many yours was church warde, 
To one secret society he hslomgedy and to one only. He was & 
represeotatve man ia the Orange ordet, remaining an active 
member daring his whole fe, Iti worthy af ema 
high bute tis character, that he always enjoyed the conidence 
and good-will ofthe Roman Catholics during his political career 
Tn 1850 he marred. Jane Dunsmore, then of Huntingdon, 
Quebec, to whom were born four sons and five daughters several 
of whom ate ow dead. "Me. Montsith's career was unigue, aod 














should be a sacred heirloom in his family for all tne to come. 





He was possessed of those rugged qualitis that 10 often die- 
tinguished the men of that generation aaw nearly passed away, 
and who made thi county what iti "Thove hardy and fotrepd 
Sharactrs soem not tobe fashionable nowsaay,‘That process 
of polishing necessary to bring a man wp to the modern requie 
rents of society i apparently fatal to a perpetuation of thse 
qualities so strongly marked in Andrew Montsthand our pioneers 
generally. 1 such be the case itis to be regeited, Beto far 
in any country or society to have ruggedness with strength than 
polish associated with weakness, 





Sawant Caxmeit, as is name indicates, was a son of the 





sxercns sis 


heather, bor in Struthardls, Kirkmichael_parsh, Pertshir 
Scotlands in 185. His father, Hike all glemfoll fo that moun- 
tainous region, took commendable pride in securing for his 
Children a fair education, At an early ge he was sent to the 
parish school—a noble Inatition which has done much for Sot- 
Tand, and which a that period was possessed bY no other nation 
inthe world, Subsequently he entered an academy, where be 
scsuired a knowledge of English and mathematics. Without 








these two tranches no Scottish boy's education could be complete, 
and ‘next to the shorter eatechisgh were a foundation on which 
ested al is fture scholastic noquirements. Having obtained a 
moderate store of learning, he took up the ferate for himself in 
his native parish teaching’ what is knoven ia Scotland asa side 
School, wnt he was promoted to Athol. He did ot remain Tong 
in thin poten, removing Daath, whee he BCA wie 

Tn 1843 he turned is steps toward Canada, being rom 
mended to come to Sttaford by some of is aequtintances who 
had preceded him to North Easthope. During the autanim he 





reached Ellice, and located ow the edge of that 





joining Steaford, whore he resid ntl Mis 

To one who spent his years in educating himself and others, 
have been very distasteful, It is not surprising, therefore, that 
fhe soon tthed his attention to other ane more congenial purait, 
In 1846 he was appointed lore and tessurer of Ellice, which 
postion he ectnned fll 869. Afr. Campbells municipal caret is 
omewhat singulae. At one period he Was clerk and treasurer of 
File, clerk of Stratford, and county clerk at the same fie 

THe took an active par in organizing Porth County and in ies 





separation from the United Counties of Huron, Perth, and Brace 
With him wore associated ia this work Messrs. J.J. Bs Linton 
and J. A Soot, who also 10K a prominent parti the agitation 
A great mass mecting was held in Mr. Campbells Beld to 


facttate this movement, where funds were subscribed to enable 
Ie. Linton to vst the Government fr this desirable object. Mr. 






















Linton succeeded, the name Perth, which it formerly had ia 
connection withthe United Counties, being retained. 

Me- Campbell wos ssoretary of North Perth Agricultural 
Seciety, only resigning a year of to previous to his death. He 
Was a fse type of manhood; in his later years somewhat portly 
sentative Scolchman rather than a. Canadian pioneer. | Every 
iaiosyncrasy apparent in his Ife aad character was eminently 
fone peculiar to. son of “ye ancient kingdom.” He was a tr 
frond, but noe very demonstrative in bis sympathies either by 
word or action. Frequently tcitun, strong peclarity of Ba 
ature, his condact might be considered uff by those une 
‘gonnted with the character ofthis Gal 

During his eesdence in Dalkeith he marsied Mary C. Keil 
to whom ware born six children. On his dott in 1878, at the 
age of 73 yen, Perth County lost one of her oldest sod abet 
runicpal oficers, an old pioneer, and a trustworthy and honour 


Parmex Cuan was born in Roscommon, Irelands in 819. He 
came to Canada with his parents in 1832, siting in South East. 
hope. His death in rgot, at 8g yeas, bwoke the link connecting 
to generations of men—pianesre of aa age long past, and thost 
of a progressive period now present. In 1837 bis father sold his 
farm of 300 acres in South Easthope, and removed to Downie, 
where he had been preceded by Monteith, Dempssys, Nelms 
Dunsmores, Robs, and others,” ‘Time has made great changes i 
‘hie old amily. Ts founders, James Clyne and his wife have fog 
since passed away, Wiliam and Joba died overs quarter of @ 
century ago the rect ofthis shsich ting spared lone to wit 


‘ess ll thoce changes reslting fom pioneer efforts inthe old time. 

“The history of this family in one respect ix somewhat remark 
able.” By referring to the historical sketch of Downe it will be 
found that since municipal organization fook place in 1842 one or 
‘other of its members has been continuously connected with ite 
Tocal government. The Inte Wiliam Clyne ws for along arm of 











years a conspicuous figure among our public men, having been 
Honoured, ar few men are with 20 large a share of public com 
fidence. "The Tate James Clyne, most estimable and. kind 
hearted man, was towaship treasurer dl his death in 1g00, having 
held that responsible positon for 32 years 

Tike all old settles Mr. Cyne, in bis later year, loved to talk 
prolonged tral ofsivength and endurance were maitained with 
Ehch other. In 184g be walked to Goderich with his deed in his 
pocket to record bis vate. From that period tll che present T 











Believe this family have besn supporters of Conservative pincpes 
Tn efigion the family are Catholic, the subject of this sketch 
tossing to consuct the fst church ia Stratford. He saw St 
Jonephs congregation grow and expand from 1 few people located 
tar apart in an inhospitable wilderness to hundreds of families, 
ty. Ate death he as 

the oldest member inthis congregation. This pioneer was typical 
tra class, gue and unassuming, hospitable and kind to those 
in every department of ie a 





two worship at it alae every Sabbat 











Jous Conny W 
parents being visiting in that city from the County Monaghan, 


Ireland st that times, He fad all the advantages of @ superior 
taucation, and. was chosen by the Canada Co. to succeed Mr 
Galt as thei representative in Steatford. In 1833 he reached the 
Huron Trac, and entered on the duties of his ofie. Although 
Me: Daly was a very early settle in this county, he could scarcely 
te called pioneer, except i9 the sense that Dunlop and Galt 
were pioncers. Av the agent of the Company, however, no one 

hose hardships endared by the 





Inada better opportunity of noting 
first setters than he. Every aspect of backwoods life was tamar 
to him as i was to be seen in ethers, his connection with the 
{Company extending as it did over a period of 30 years. Me- Daly 
fran public spirited man, taking an astve part in every scheme 
Tening to a development of Perth County. He was an early 











Store keeper ia Stratford and frst postmaster, He was dite 
councilor for several years, and established the fst school 
sections in what fs now Perth County. The citizens of Stentford 
honoured him with positions of trusty and he took am active part 
in promoting their commercial interest the militia he attaoed 
the rank of leutenant~olons, wasn oid magistrate and coroner 
in this county, and a most chattable man. He died in Stet 
Jaotes Srewanr, of North Enathope, won of Joho Stewart and 
Mary Crerar, was born in Perthshire, Scotland, and came with 
his parents to Canada in 1832, setting in North Easthope, The 
Stewart family is an eld one in this county, and one of the most 
Aistinguished fr the capable and public spt of ts members. By 
feference to the list of public officers in North Easthope i wil by 
found that the subject ofthis sketch was for ong peciod pre 
rminent in municpl affairs, Dering his whole carer he as mach 
its trusted pubic sareants who did much to develop is resource. 
This old pioneer family, sly with many other aetilers of this 
ownship, had an aweful experience jn ther journey from thet 
lens in Perthshire to the wilderness of the Huron Teac Me 
Peter Stewart, even at the distance of 70 years from that 


terrible voyage acros the xe, and that sil move tertile journey 


to the west. Cholera, with relentless tenacity, hang around those 
peer helpless invmigrants ike an insatiable demon They were 
shunned by people on their journey 6 being plague-smitten, 
aad almost every encampoent where they rested wae marke By 


"he grave of a victim snatched from thowe Weary aa heat-broken 
Ronrer Cistxo was horn ia Lanarkshire, Scotland, emigrating 
to Canada while yet'a young maa, He was one of the eaty 








setts of Elma, and has taken an active pat for a long period ia 
municipal government. In 1867 he was Gest lected reve, bold 
ing that position for theee yours, He was again elected in 1876 
foe two pears, and again In 1888 he held that honoured place, 
bring resected tubseyueatly on several occasions. During his 
fecupancy of thie position at the count board i 1867 to 1869, 
inclusive he rendered valuable service to Elma in securing, after 
x good den! of dilicuty, those payments due the municipality by 
the Goverament in connection with the improvement fund. Since 








the inception ofthe cheste industry be has been an ardent pro 
rmoter ofthis branch of hasbandey, and was elected as president 
Of the Westera Ontario Dairymen's Assocation in 1889 as 





fecogmition ot his important services to co-operative dairying. He 
tbo was an active promoter of the Elia Fre Insurance Co. i 
1884, and was chose its fst secretary and manager. In every 
feparimont of public Hie he has been a conspicuous Bg, 
flevoting his time and ability to the furtherance of those objects 
‘hich he Believes forthe Benoit ofthe peo 





Jas Taow was hora at Nowton, Montgomeryshire, Wales 
December shy 1846,” He roceved «fe edeaton, and in 1841 
migrated to Canada, setting in Norih Easthope, Mr. Trows 
Bttined by courage, perseverance, and a fixed purpose. When 
he came here he was penis, Flendless, homeless, and unae 
‘uainted with those hardships inseparable from pioneer He 

To 1842, when North Easthope ad boon divided into three 

i» examination before the superintendent of education, 





pater) 





fetwrned ia triumph with a certificate in hie pocket a a dull 
ge tcher "Heat ons apd fo ad cain shal 
yen, It was not a5 4 teacher, however, be was dorigned to 
{ncceed. Although ofa more versatile character than aay of our 
public men in this county, it was as a speculator that he rased 
Wimset and attained to prominence. He was by nature & lender 
































snd manipulator of men, Under all conditions he way always 
alm and collected. He had great penetration of character, and 
‘an intuitive feling which enabled him to form correct con 
Sions of men's motives He could sing’ a good song, tell good 
Story, was genial and sympathetic in his manner, kindly iin 
nature a halellow-wellinet sort of an, respected by al, but 
really and truly known only to few, Te is aot surprising, then, 
that during his fe he was, and contin to be, one of ote most 


popula men. 
Me, Trow was for a ong period of years a usofl public man 
His municipal career sets Brillant and advantageous 0” our 


people. He was a man of broad views, and on all public 
Seton sod pm, and thew Bs le aber a 
acting the great mass ofthe people. He was a fuent talker on 
the platform, But by ao means a great speaker. He ha all those 
(gules necesnury to nucceafel political Hie using them elfen 
Uiely dering an extended public career. From his first appeae 
ance a # public man he fled every municipal offe, fom pate 
taster to county warden, in a manne creditable to hima 

At Confederation, in 1867, he was returned to the Provincial 
Legistture for South Perth, His Tong expsience in municipal 
fers Sito him sdmieaby for such m poston, and he suscneded 
in carrying throagh several important and useful amendments 
the Assessment and Municipal Acts. In 1871 he was defeted by 
Me By Guest, of St. Marys, but in 1872 was elected forthe 
of the "Pacife Scandal,” he wa re-clected by acclamation, In 
1iy8 he survived the wreck of hi party under Hon, Alexander 
Mackesse, and defeated Dr. Horaibrook, of Mitchell. At the 
text to elections he was again triumphant over H. F. Sharp, of 
Se Marys,  Subsegueot £0 his last contest with Mec Sharp he 
‘was unseated under a protest bythe indiscretion of an agent, and 
in v89a was defeated’ by Mr, Wiliam Prigham, of Fllarton 
This was his ast appeal $0 South Perth, and om September #3, 
Wott Janes How, aera wien paaentary aree 
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During his long peviod of service ax member of the House of 
Commons he was Litral Whip for 15 year, poston for which 
his kindly and jovial nature emineotly fited him. He” alse 
sdvocated and eartied through Parliament several measures the 
People’s Interest, such as the Railway Passengers” Act and the 
Act declaring lie insurance policies nomorfeitable excep under 
‘ertain conditions." He was alko for years chaitinas ofthe 
scquired northewest territory, and did’ much by his writing. 20 
raw public attention to thi “great fone land,” now a home for 
‘thousands. Subsequent toa second vst to that new county hie 
letters were published by Government, and 33,000 copies ica 
lated in Great Britain. ‘These letors were the gresent work of 
his fife and were much admired by people of tert texte for 
thir e055, graceful syle of composition, 

Amongst other positions held by Mt, Trow was that of presi 
‘ent of the Perth Matual Fire Insurance Go, which be Bile for 
many years. He was alo president ofthe Bish Mortgage Loan 
Co, of Stratford, president of the Dominion Life “Assurance 
Go. and. director ofthe Ontario Life Assurance Co of Waterion 
He was an old magistrate and in every position of trust to which 
the was elected his conduct was such as to rank him with the best 
men of Perth County. In 1847 he married Mary Moore, of 
Blenheim township, former pupil in his days of teaching schoo, 
to whom were bor four sons and one daughter, 











Jes Browse was born at Nathanfoot, Lanarksite, Seotand, 
j'1805. _Duriog his boyhood days he attended the parla school 
obtaining a fair education. In 1820, with his father and other 
‘members ofthe family, he came to Canada, sting in Dalhousie, 
For several years he’ assisted on the farm, when he become & 
setiool teacher, receiving for his services the sum of 90 por 
faanum. As a par of his dtis in that capacity e had to calee 
is own salary, which, in many instances, was more dificult thn 
faring it. I will be Borne in mind that Canada previous to 
"ys fad no School Act, During 1846 he removed to Fularton, 
fad assisted at rlsing the Best school house in that township, ie 























section No. 1, and upon ts completion tecame first teacher nthe 
TRonietpaty,” In 1843 he was appointed collector of taxes by the 
TL intct council retaining that postion until its abolition by 
fhe Act of 1890, When Fullarton was organized he was chosen 
trensure,dacheeging the duties of that ofc tll 1800, when he 
eked In 1868 be was appointed auditor, remaining in harness 
SS is death, He was a od maylsteate, an elder of the Presby. 
terian church ia Fallarton and Dalhousie 

‘Me Brown was a good public speaker, and a Hfefong sup. 
porter of the Refocm parts. His countenance indicted intel 
pecs and refinement, He was a man of strong convictions, 
incor and. ardent in bis conduct, his whole character typical of 
the od eld pioneer, In 1827 he marsed Mangarst Park, of 
Darton, who was his constant companion through his Tong ie 
Mer death was more than he could bear, and it was only a few 
Touts aerwards, when he was laid by her side in the quiet 
Testing place of the dead. 

Mnuvex Hanssson was born near Fork, England, in 1816, His 
father wes engoged inthe settaring business, trading to Russa, 
Tn 1Sao the family removed to Canada, setling in London towne 
hips which at that period was rapidly being tlten up by emigrants 
fens the old land. In 1842 Me. Harcaon marred Catherine 
Howard, whose father had come to London in charge of survey 
ig paths and where e afterwards settled in 1822. The Howards 
et rested tothe ecentric Cal Talbot, who founded the Talbot 
[itement on Lake Erie. In 1844 Mev Harrison arived in St. 
Marys then fast becoming an important teading centre, Here he 
pened general store on Queen steet, with a stork of sch 
bods as were in demand by the setlers,.The staple articles of 
xrage in thowe early days consisted of potash and Black salts, a5 


being the principal products of a sew farm. As tine increased 
Mie enti ao bis business extended, ntl he was able 10 rtie 
Whitt a considerable fortune, the result of hard work and cavefl 
Tpanipolaton of his afer. Mr Harsson was in many respects 
(Peleer nan, wth all the qualities that lead to success. Ihe ad 





boon farmer he would have heen a good one, and made hina 
Fick, Che had been a labourer he would have earned the highest, 
wages, He war pla and simple in his tastes, jovial in his 
‘manner, and had ‘the most perfect contempt for the namby 
Pambyiam of those who weet what is called high society. He 
was honest in his convictions, and in all his transactions, He 
knew ng standard of manhood but that setup by Buras "The 
‘ane is but the guiness stamp, the man the gold for a that. 

In the discharge of those duties appertaining to publicapsited 
citizenship he did his pat, and his workin this department will 
be found in the local histories of Blanshard and St. Marys 

Jon Sannensox, a St. Marys pioneer, was bom ia. County 
Cavan, Island, in 1813. Coming to Canada with his patents he 
settled near Port Hope. In 1838 he removed to St. Marys as 
syst a hamlet on the River Thames, entering into business as 
lumber merchant. In tis department f trade he continued dng 
the whole period of his active ile retiring s number of years age 
with a competeney. Mr. Sanderson was quiet unaasuming, 
man, honest, reliable, and » good citizen. He isn stict Presbye 





eran, and ole an active part in founding that denomination in 


St. Marys. When their present eee, which crowas the hill on 
Widder street, was erected, he t00k a ative pat as one of the 
loners of the town, nearly all the others having passed away 
Jawns Dovcias Moons, deceased, was born in the Township 
‘of Dumies, in 1838, Me, Moore was ino sense pioneer of 
St Marys, but to him beloags the distinction of introducing 
system which marks an era ia the commerce of this countey. "He 
was ason of the shanty, and, ike many such, hed great obracles 
to overcome in his way to susoiss, His edveaton was tinted, 
and realizing this condition, he often rretted in after He that he 
Ina not avail himself oa greater extent of the faites within 
his reach. He contiued on th farm until 1857, when he removed 
0 St. Marys, enter an his career as «promoter and successful 
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operator of anew system of egg torage, This method has now 
Grained grew prominence, and fs of vast consequence to Canada, 
Tie importance tothe husbandman wll be recognised when we say 
that previous tafe inteoduetion this product of ou Farms had 90 
caerrerin alge, und could not be sO for money. Old pineces 
Siiremember when it became known that Me. Moore would pay 
ron for alt ofthis description, tht the females of every house 
Told gucnded their investigations to the most femote comers of 
the fan buldings fa search of this pew source of income. He 
Was alms esto. pay money for baller, This product was 
Tomer sold to store-keepers fr goous over the counter, a most 
Ahstsfictory sytem for all pares concomed. He also con 
Tract the fest cold sora warebouse west of Montreal which 
rowed a great success. Mr, Moore was unpretentious in manner, 
Cimoagh comewhat daring as a apeculator. He was a linge 
Cmployet of labour, and highly respected by those under is 
Enuge. In police a Reformer, in religion a Presbyterian, t= 
Senate industrious, and Kindly in his manner, intonssly devoted 
Bethe “soaring pty,” which he continued to enjoy until the ls. 
He took an active part ia musicipal affairs, and sat atthe counet 
hurd for a period of eight years, He ded in 190%) and was 

{fous Janes Eowovosrousr Linrox was born at Rothsty Ile 
of Bate, in #804, He was the son ofa gentleman of prominesce, 
Ghd reeived a good education, Tn 1833 he arrived in Canada 
Sind meeting with Me- Daly, agent of the Canada Company at 
Guaiphe he was divested wevtward to Stratford. He at once 
tecated on lot 7, concession Doves, and began cloarng a farm, 

Tm Novembot, 1829, he marsied Margaret Dallas, who accom 
panied her husband in his wandsrings, and Tike a true woman 
ain wth him to his lonely shanty, wing to share his burden 
orvtcal or woe. Te is only those who have experienced the tials 
ind depressing thoughts of other days, or that continuous weeping 
Sf heart ready to break at the dismal environment of 
loncer, who can know the bittemess of life in the woods £9 
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people of refinement, For a poor overlaboured hind, who may 
have “Bagged n brother ofthe earth to give him leave to toil 
this change from his daily god, without hope, inthe old land, 
twas often ele But O bow sad bow pnfal twas to lool 
Irthe puny efforts of those in clenring and who were wnaccus 
fomed to manual labour, seemed like refined crasty, and ia 
many caves their ulter wretchedness was more than they were 

‘Dari 1834 Mr. Linton opened the rt school inthis county, 
a short distanoe west of Straord. Mex. Linton also opened 
School in Noth Easthope. Throughout the wicter of +834, and 
183s 4 vight school was kept in the latter place, where those 
youths who bad recently arrived (rom Perthshire, Scotland, re- 
rived their edocation, He soon ahandoned this profession, and 
tered into business in Stratford, At this time he was appointed 
‘Jer of the court of requests postion corresponding 9 vision 
Sourt clerk, Healso took an ative part in promoting an agricul 

During 187 he was closely associated with Me. Daly ia 
agitating for county organization apart from Husoa and Bruce 
Ta this he was succesful, visiting the Government on {0 cote 
slons. He was subsequently appeinted clerk ofthe peace, holding 
{hat ofc sil his death in Kp," In him temperance principles aa 
a coosisent adherent and a conscentous supporter, He was fily 














posessed of thove tls pocular toll good men, truthfulness 
In thought, action 
tion nor duplisity; be was sincere. To support his anti-slavery sd 


id utterance, In him there was no egulvocs 





fntéliguor principles he published tor many years, a Mis own cost 
nd charge, paper called the Challnge, and which was dis 
fcibuted far and wis, not only in thix county But in Onto 
Many old setters in Perth will remember tht having completed 
theie peed of service attending court ns jurors each eetured to 
his howe with « good supply of literatore, which the kind-hearted 
‘old slr ofthe peace consigered was for their good. 

He was a man of great goodness of heart strong individuality 
of character, 





rtspoken i his sentiments, firm in resolution, and 
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tenacious of purpose. Conventionlities ado effect 0 his come 
Ghct, and whatever others might do, he acted according to the 
Tighe of ks own judgment. "The most prominent point in his 
ature was benevolence, nol of purpose ony but of action. An 
itusteaion of this principle in his condict wil be found i a 
feport of the elif committee to Statord councit daring #855, 4 
eur in which he found ample scope for his charitable fetng ia 


Zelieving the pressing necessities of the poor. He was extremly 


Stacepible to distress among the helpes, and was olen inposed 
pon, but unable to resist a pathetic appeal from thse who 
pleaded for assistance, he wae 


This oll pioneer was eminently a good and useful man, an 
honour fo the place of his bith, and a power for good in the land 
is adoption 


Jou Mewrvas was born at Lismore, Argylesiee, fo 1788 
fav early age he entered the nary as midshipman, aking p 
Several engagements during that distracting period extending over 
the fist fiteen years of last century. On his retirement atthe 
‘ose of the Pesinsular war he bscame 4 resident of Pally. thea 
the contre of Radicalism in Scotland, ‘The impetus given to 
tlemocratc principles by events traspiring and arising out of the 
Franch revelation had aroused the Scotch. The terble depres: 
lon succeeding the Napoleonic wars had tiered the iabaitants of 
Imamacturngdistrcts to a verge of ation against the corals 
Sind paliamentary representation. Radicalism, with is sister 
Principle Chart, was rampant, and Mr. Metatyre ia such an 
Elemental maclstrom was soon draws jafo the vortex. Pulley 
teas for atime almost under martial lat, and certain speeches Be 
tha delivered in the ease of freedom rendered it necessary for BS 
safety that he leave is native Iand forever, aed sek in Canadian 
tvoods tht liberty of thought and setion which was dened him in 
his own native Scotland. 








In 18:0 he arsved in Dalhousie, County of Lanark, and tole 
‘up the burden of pioneer life, He was a fine specimen of the 
inteligent bickwoodsman—aa ial white chief of the forest 
energetic, honest, with strong reflective powers, and of more than 
fedinary ability. "As might be expected he soon became promin- 
nt in the new settlement; wath magistrte, and on one oscason 
‘Demidslate for perienesinyy bewours: A’ oerisr OU contery 
oon passed away, and be found. himsslf with a large family 
{crowing op around tim, He therefore determined to remove (0 
the Huron Tract, and arrived in 1845, settling in ullarton. For 
‘he second time he entered the ists against nature, taking up the 
burden of toil and savere hardship incident to a new countey 
Here he at once attained prominence, and was elected by the 
people of Fallon t0 the district councl in Goderich several 
fimes. When the township was first organised he became ser, 





fig the poien (orsoute'Fenrs, Heryas eowet toe Ere 
the woods to St, Marys 9 saiet Mr. Chats ry acne, he 
Me. Melatyee was a good specimen 








en of Scotch Highlander 
stern and immovable in his principles and an uainching advocate 
of equal rights to ll men. Ahough he could not speak Enygsh 
tnt he ad passed his welfth year, he became a master of the 
Tanguage, his wriings being charactried by a simplicity and 
Iuciity of expression me would scarcely expect io one whore 
sradle tongue was that of the Gael. He wae a person of high 
Iterary taste, and i he lot had boen cast der more propitious 








star woul have datinguishedhimolf ata writer of pre English 
He was typical of cass who entered the woods, few in number, 
nd scattered here and thereover the Haron Tract, the memory 
(f whose worth is our peivilege to record 





Winnut H, Haca was a pioneer of Listowel, and was horn 
in Yorkshite, England, ia 18a, His father was » Congregational 
minster, who emigrated to Canida with bis family, setting in 
‘Whitchurch, County of Yor, where he took upland." Subsequent 
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to Mr. Hacking’sIeavng his home he resided five years in Gus, 
lind came to Listowel at an carly day. He opened the poner 
fore, and was appointed frst postmaster, For other information 
Fegneding this pioneer aos the history of Listowel and chapter on 

Auexasons Fenocsow MacLanes, M.P. for North Perth, was 
tom in Perth, County of Lanark, on Febraary 3rd, 1854. He i 
the son of Joba Maclaren, is’ mother being’ Ellen Buchanan 
Fengunon, whove brother Alexander, of Hibbert, was for many 
Joort m prominent public offcer of that towaship. In 18 
Family came to. Mitchell, eesiding there fortwo Sears, when they 
femoved to Cromary, then 4 rapidly growing Scotch settlement, 
Tove poung: Maclaren was sent to school fora short period, the 
nly education he ever received. His parents were, Hike many 
Stike pioneer, not overburdened with a stock of this world's 
foods, leaving home and kindred because they were poor 

‘When stil boy, and before e reached his twelfth year, stern 
octet comple him to go out amongst the farmers and earn 
Uiving for himself, This condition, wile € may fee in some 


fespects been unfortunate, was an excellent Cain for such a 


Character as hiss Te taught him selérlisnce, and the importance 
Of hand and ceuseless labour, if he was ever accomplish any 
thing. rhe were asked now the causes which have contribted 
to ise him to the distinguished postion he has attained, his 
‘eply would be—honest effort and. hard work. That is the 
1, old story of all geeat men. 

‘Ataeventeen he flinguished farm le, and engaged with Mr. 
Gconge Hamilton, «pioneer dairyman in Hibbert, to earn chesse- 
tnaking. He remained there only for a short time, however, 
Meantime Hoa. Thomas Ballantyne had gradually worked bis 
fray tothe front not only a8 a manulatuer of cheese, but tone 
Mr the largest exporters ia Westers Caneda. In 1877 Mr, Mac 
Tearen accepted postion with Mr. Ballantyne as a buyer, com 
tinuing in is employ for seven years, He was then offered and 
sccepeed a siniar position with aa Ingersoll Co, remaining there 
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‘i 1890, when he established an export trade of his own. During 
ge he ntrodused a new product now Keown over the eatin 
word as “*MacLaren's mperial Cheese.” For disposing of this 
{Landon (England), Chicago, Detroit, Mexico, Chin, Japan, and 
Altea 

His success as a chectesmaker and judge of dairy products 
fo the American continent. Although young mas, he Was 
chosen as sole judge in the cheese department at the World's 
Fir, Chicago, where Canada caried off 40 many honours. At 
the Pao-American, in Bua, i got, he was sole judge, and 
jn his own country he ils chat important positon at all our great 
exhibitions, It most honourable to his conduct in this capacity 
thst, notwithstanding the high standard of equality of the goods 

Previous t9 1855 Mr. MacLaren, though quite decided in his 











that year he was nominated by the Conservative party and elected 
to Parlament for the North Riding of Perth, a Reformer hivig, 
been prevouly returned. In i900 he wa again elected hy a 

Me’ Mar is «by may an, hen ening yi 
Surance Co., a diactor in the Equity Fire Insurance Co, and 
8 dieetor inthe National Cement Co., capital $1,000,000. He ix 
president of The A. F. MacLaren Imperial Cheese Co.,liited 
Prosdent Imperial Wood Fibre Paster Co, of Toronto president 
Imperint Venter Co, Toronto and Sudbury; decir of Slate and 
Cement Co., Atlanta, Georgia, U.S. capital 820,000; director 
Industrial Fair Board, Toronto, and chairman of Dairy Com. 








mites; he was also president ofthe Western Daitymen’s Assoc 
tion in 1896 and 1897 
‘On April auth, 185, he martied Miss Janet MeLeod, and has 





‘one son, Kenoeth Ferguson. Br. MacLaren fs still youthfal and 








robust, and has apparently many years of useful work boone 
Him which, if we accept his past revord, will be honorably 
employed in extending Canadian influence and enhancing the 
Sale of her products, exemplifying in his own ile that great sac 
fess can only be altaned by uotemiting toil and unswerving 


integrity of purpose 


‘Vaunvsine Stock, M.P.P. was orm June goth, 1852, in East 
orem, County of Oxford, of German parents. His father and 
‘mother came to Canada in the eaely Tories, and. worked with 
Frmers in North Easthope unt ego, when they muri, seting 
fon lot 31, concession 18, East Zorm. At the age of six years 
Me. Stock was sent to school, not knowing a word of English, 
A few years subsequently he was eeained at home to assist his 
father onthe fatrm.-At 17 he sung the orale fn harvest, having 
along with one of his sisters for several years previous bound all 
their crops When 16 yours of age he began teaching in the 
Sabbath school in Kt Tog. chute erected om bis fathers farm, 
in which Ina vocation on Sabbath days he still continues. To 
thore old times he did is shate of revere manual toil in clearing 
land, chopping cord wood, and ditching and underdesiing with 
Ibunswood aod pine slabs in the swamp, bis humble poston 
roauired that he should do. At 22, fom certain injures he bad 
feccived, be teturned to school to qualify himaslf as 9 teacher 
Tm this he was successful, and taught woutly seven years in 
section Nov 15, East Zorea, and one year In Tavistock, In 1884 
he ented into busines in Tavistock without experience or know 
edge and although having to come into competition with ote 
cstblished firms, through energy and upright cbduct found is 
tray into publi cofdence, In tot, with anther young san of 
‘Tavistock, he organized the Tavistock Fx Cou, thus forcing 
profitable labour to many citsen ofthe wile 

In a8 he was chosen clerk of South Easthor, which ofe he 
stil retinn. Hitherto he ‘had not devoted much interest to 
police, but in Bor was solicited to address meetings io North 
Perth. This 9 his nomination ia South Perth in 1899 as ean 








Aidate in the Reform interest against Me. Nelson Montsith: On 
this sccasion he wns dofeated. In 19oa he was again chosen as 
the Reform candidate, with Mr Mooteith as his opponent, and in 
this content was elected. Mr. Stock is tuly what we calla self 
made man, having by his own unsided forts raised hima from 
obscurity to postion of dignity and honour, He ie a good 
public speaker, 8 true patios Canadian, and a worthy ciiem 





He says, “Tam a farmer's so, rained on farm, spent my young 
days there, and thei wellire is mine ano.” Mr. Stock i ill 
young many and has many days of usefulness before him, 


usa Kisse Ene, M.P., vas born in the township of Wook 
wich, County of Waterloo, Jus, 1857. He it eldest son of the 
fate Ieaac Erb, His greatyrandiather, Danist Erb, emigrated 
from Pennsylvania in Boy, and located in. Wateros County, 
Ontario, near what is now the village of Bridgeport. The fami 
in of Swias dencent. He was educated atthe Bridgeport pic 








School and at S. S. No. , Wilmot, and atthe uge of t8 he hogan 
Tite ns a teacher, which profession he followed for eight years, 
during the last ve of which he was priscipal of the New Dundee 
Public school, In 1885 he moved into the township of Dowie, 
the County of Perth, where he started farming. Ih 1887 he was 
lected school trustee and stertarytraasurcr im his section, which 
positions he has held continuously up to the present. He ws 
lected township council in 1892 and again in 1893, The 
following three years he was deputy-reeve. In 1892, when the 
Sebringvile Flax Co. wis organized, he was. elected its, fest 
president, which offce he filled four yours, About this time he 
was made'a justice of the peace. In February, 18)3, he was 
‘hosen by the Liberals of South Perth tobe their candidat at the 
ext Dominion general lection. He wax slocted t0 represent 
South Perth in the House of Commons in June, 1896, defeating 
Mr, William Prdhamy, of Fullarton, and recleced at the general 
lection in November, 1900, agaia defeating Mr. Pridham. In 
1851 he marred Phoshe, the youngest daughter of the late John 
S. Haber, of Blenheim township, County f Oxford. Me. Etb is 
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strictly temperate in his habits, and a good public speaker, being 
fpomessed of many of those faculties requisite to a succes 
Puts man In Farmers’ Inaitte work he has taken an active 
Part, and. both by precept and example has done much to 
Picourage tree planting on the farm. Mfr. Eeb i stil young 
tan, an has many yes of defuse before hi, 


Jons €. Moser is descended from good pionce stock, being 
a ton of the late Andrew Monteith, fr many years one of the 
tnost prominent men of this county, and was born in Stratford 
re nase ie Stratford schools he received fai edeation, and 
His close connection with pubic men and public affairs in bis 
youth gave him a distinctive aptitude for business. AL an early 
ensures ofthis county. In his public career he served the City 
GF steatord for many years fest as 5 councillor —and ring 
Stow and a8igg ax mayor. In the days when Stratford wus a 
etry town he acted ns eeve and deputy-reeve, serving in the 
SSingy council for several years Mr- Motel’ record during 
{hie period. in his dachange ofthe funtions devolving pon him 
hinced caution ad economy at the same tie he was ready 10 
Daring his peso of service he was chaiman of several important 
Commitees, and has dachanged the important dates of secretary 

the collegiate institute board for 18 yours. His conduct in 
these responsible positions attracted the attention of the people, 
und be was nominated by the Conservative party of North Perth 
tScontent the Riding at the election i Magy 902. To this cone 
to he was elected dfting Me, John Brown. protest wae 
mrad, and the courts declared the seat vacant o a tecnica 


point regarding the vote of an elector, Subsequently Mr. Mon. 
[oat and Mr. Brown were again placed in the elation to be Beld 
‘on January 70, 1903 

‘te Monti, tru to his family trations, has been lifelong 
Conservative hes Episcopalian i religion, and considered by all 
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Jour Conte was born ia Appleby, Westmoreland, Englaid, ia 

‘Although he cannot be considered a pionee ofthis county, 
yet daring a period of nearly go years he has een 20 active in 
Promoting industrial progress that few names sre more closely 
Sonnected with its material devslopment. Mr. Corie ix an ideal 
Spesimen of « Kindshearted Englishman, and in every sense it 2 
Seltnade man. Emigrating t0 America at the early age of 22 
Years he settled near Toronto. Here he engaged in bide build 





dng on the GT. railray, then in couse of Construction. Suboe 
auent 10 thie he was employed a trate aspect om that road for 
ten years. During his inspectorate he located in Steatford, where 
be has resided ever since. ‘Be. Corrie haa heen a busy man ating 
is ie.” He served for several year in the town counel, and was 
‘one ofthe frst lcense commissioners sppoiited unde the Crooks 
Act. He was inspect of county roads for many years uti the 
office was relegated to the county representatives, He was a0 
active promoter of the Stratford Gas Co. and the Electric Light 
and Waterworks Co., of which he was president, Hels director 
Sf the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance’ Co,y and has important 
interests in several of those large manufacturing establishments 
to which Stratford owes s0 mich of her prosperity 





Gonos Lvertate; of Fellrton, a lomscr of thet: township, 
sod for many years prominent man inthis county, was bora in 
England, in 1830. At an early age he came to Fallarton, setting 
neat where is now the wllage of Caringord, and entered on the 
laborious work of clearing a farm, He waa apersonof great public 
pint, and while atl a young man began is poblic career in 
being elected to the fet council of Fullarto, ia 1850, hn 1866 





he sat as deputyreove, and Became clerk ia 1873- In 1879 he 
ssceeeded Me, William Davidson as reve, til he was appolnted 
‘county treasucer in 1896. He was a Conservative in polities, and 
pposed Hon, Thos, Ballantyne on two occasions, Being defeated 
in both contests. Mr. Leversage wat & consistent advocate of 
temperance during his whol if. As a Methodist he was long 
prominent man, and few men of any denomination were more 





toyal‘in their conduct to the faith they supported. He was a 
Conscientious and honest man, kind and afable to al, and by bis 
death in tooo this county lost Aithfol old servant, society an 
txemplary many and his church a welltied and devoted member. 

LWaures Monnav was boon in the parish ef Kilpatrick, Dum: 
fesshire, Scotland, in 1823, Hee was 4 son of John Murray, and 
tame to Canada in 1831, sstling on lot 15, concession 6, Dovrne 
He was the frat plonee in this seton, and followed the Avon ato 
the woods, far emote from-any other setler, need not detail 
the hardships endured for several years subsoquent t0 this, and 
thigh were inseparable from backwoods lif. Sufice it 10 say 
that Mr. Mueray has met with abundant sucess, and, ike many 
in old pioneer, has reason to esjoice that he came to Canada ix 
Search of «home. Im #833 he marred Elizabeth Ballantyne, to 
twhom were born sleven children, several Raving settled around 
the ol place MMe. Murray Is a Presbyterian in eligion, a 
Reformer in pais, and in principle am honest man 


Joux Watonos Scorr was born in Daslington, Dusham 
County, in 1837. His father was a native of Edinburgh, Scot 
land, ad on coming to. Montreal engaged in the fur trade, 
nitimately setting fo Davington, where he closed « useful lie 

Mr: Scott recived good education in the public schools and 
suvequently at Vetoria college, when he entered on agrcultarl 
time a pew country iad been opened up in thie county, and 
Listowel was fast growing to be a place of importance. Dating 
this year he came fo Listowel, and entered into partarship with 
Me, Halstead av general trader, also conducting’ grist and saw 
rill This continued only form few years, however, when a dis- 
lation took place, Mr, Sovot remaining im the merchandising 
ocation with success until 1873- At this period he retired from 
that business and established private bank in Listowel, which 
he has conduct ever nce 














Me. Scott has managed his affairs with judgment and tact 
resulting in success. He has also been active in discharging 
‘those duties our local system of self government demands tom 
public spirited citizens. He has boen elected for many years to 
the council board, and eccupied the mayors char for some dene 
with acceptance t0 the people of Listowel and credit to himsell, 
In thore improvements which have doge 20 much to build up the 
town fe has been an active promoter. He was an sffective 
advocate ofthe Stratford & Huron RR, and was one of iis 
directors. He is also a director of the British Mortgage Loan 
Co., of Stratford. He wns the principal prometer of the piano 
factory, of which he is president, and has contributed of hit time 
fand means in support of other institutions which have made his 
fdopted town next to Stratford as manufacturing sentre, In 
Feligion he is a Methodist, and, a8 wil be noted elsewhere, wae 
fone of the original organizers of that denomination in Listowel 





In politi ho is @ Relormer. Me. Scott is-a typical man of 
busines, well informed, and of good inteligence; a useful ma, 
snd has wel earned his high sition in the community as 
reward for his integrity and enterprise 

Hos. Tuowss Bauawrree ws born at Peebles, Scotland, 
August 2oth, 1835.” Hix ancestors were originally shepherds, & 
vocation in Scotland singularly conducive to a strong type of 
character and stalWart physical form. is fathor having resigned 
his position as a keeper of sheep, retired to Peebles, where he 
sogaged in trade, This enabled him to secure an education for 
his family, unobtainable ia those remote valleys where: Seats 
shepherds had ther homes, Mr. Ballantyne, therefore, having 
his mind to some extent cultured by acguiring « knowledge of 
reading, writing and arithntie, andthe foundation of his 
character lad by a proper understanding of the doctrinal points 
laid dowa ie the shorter catechism, with a fine stalwart person 
and a good constittion, was ready fr i's great bale, Hey 
therefore, emigrated to Canada in 1852, setting in Downie. Here 
hhe taught school for eight years, when be laid down the ferule 
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and became « farmer, So far, beyond # display of dexterity in 
fis vocation, und’ eadval incressing interest in publi affairs, 
Iitife or conduct indented no adaptability for the great work he 
Mhas afterwands eafed upon to perform. Take other prominent 
Thon in this county, he began his career of usefulness in he ranks 
Be those who were then struggling for success against many 
Shstaces and great disadvantages. In his early days be was 
‘Sthout fame, without wealth, without influence, and without ai 
He had, however (as all men have who ever accomplish much in 
thie world te elements of greatness within bimse. 1 believe 
teaver gives every man his werk t0-d0, and supplies him with 
fours to accomplish it. Hemnast exercise them that bis man 
food maybe developed and his power of execution a5 be 
hivancee wil be increased, enabling in to discharge those 
iMaater fonctions and responsible he Is called on to pesfor, 
o'Mec Ballantyne’ life thi principle Is ilustated in & marked 
dogees 

Toss or exactly three years subsequent to his arrival in thi 
country he began his public carer By being’ appointed auditor of 
fnshipnocoumts in Downie, In 1836 he susceedod Mr. James 
RRedlond as clerk, tetaining that postion (from some unexplained 
se) for tee years only, In 1839 be was again autor, coo 
Sins fm that oe tll 1855, when he was chosen clerks This 
be retained for two years, im 1867 he was elected reeve this 
ting the fst time that eeoves and deputy-reeves were elected by 
deca vote ofthe people. He was now fast staining prominenes, 
sed putting on hit harness for hat great work of his fein which 
fe dad wo uch to dlatinguish hits, and which we sll notice 


Titoron, He continued in the ceevesip during four years at 


Cowell refer my readers to another chapter for an account of 
His work fo connection with 4 setement of the municipal loan 
fund lndebtedncss, and his aston towards constructing the Strat- 
ford and Wiarin railway, both of which have been of great 
(Rivantage to this county. In regued to his poicy in supporting = 
‘oma to this road, he met eth a storm of opposition, being 
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the only sepresetative from a southorn municipality who sup- 
ported it when it was adopted by oge of « majority. Had he 
Epposed this by-law it would undoubtedly have been defeated, 
Sha great wrong perpetrated oo a section of ur county at that 
time notable f Hep sel, On his return for relection he was 
Gefeated. In Blanshard, Follarto, aod Hibbert he was looked 
Upon as one whoae interest was wholly centred in Stratford. He 
bent bencath the storm for atime. He defended bis conduct on a 
Principle positively tru, Public oan, io its Blind fury, would 
fecvive no explanations, Now that 30 years have passed since 
{hore events transpeed, 1am constetied #9 say that we £0 the 
south have cause fo blush at cur stupidity. No measure ever 
passed by this county has Been productive of greater yood to our 
Fatepayers then this much repudiated bylaw. To Me, D. D. 
Hay and Hon. Thomas Ballantyne Perth County is now under 
Shligatios for fs secon 

Th 1851 be entered on the brosder sphere of provincia polities, 
contesting North Perth against Mr. Andrew Monteith, But was 
‘defeated. In stra he was smanimously chosen by the South 
Perth Reform Assocation as their candidate for the House of 
Commons, but for peivate reasons could not accept. In 1875 
he wa chosen for the Legislative Assembly. and in this con 
test defeated Mr. George Leversage, of Fullerton. In 1879 he 
twas atin elected, dfenting Me. Jacob Brunner, then reve of 
Downie, He held the seat continuously til 1894, meantime 
having defeated Mr. W. R. Davis on two cccasons, and Me 
Geonge Leversage second time, In this latter year he was in 
tom defented by Mr. McNeil, of Fullarton, sice which he has 
fot been a candidate, During his last four years in Parliament 
hhe was honoured by thing chosen Speaker of the House, a 
Position which, from his long pariamentary experience, he Was 
‘mien quale to fil 
country. Populat as a man he certaialy was, but this was not 
His proper work, and on his success as a politician his fame will 
not rest, Asa matter of fact he was oot a polieian at all. He 











was simply 4 member of pariament. He has not single quality 
cose toa successful politician, Me Ballantyne is a man of 
Strong convictions, sincete in hi conduct and protessons, truth 
fat and hovest; ay, stscn in advocating those principles he 
believes to be correct, He could not prevariate succesfully 
he tried, He has not particle of humbug in his nature. When 
a few complications, therefore, ose in his election, which 
tur professional politician would only have added zest tothe con 
test, his honesty and contempt of thove tactics adopted by Ris 
opponents wrought his defeat. 

To an age when great events are being agitated before the 
poople his qualities would be invaluable With such a man as 
William Lyon Mackensio—ster,lon-herted, and sincere, stand 
ing ikea gant inthe way, fighting forthe rights ofthe people— 
Mr, Ballantyne would have byen 8 power. In the rttenness of 
four present Canadian politics he could have no act or part. To 
feasions, cavlke in his condict, and supremely foxy ia ll his 
relations with thoss he is pleased to term his dearly-beloved sup: 


posters Polit favour i not now bestowed as matter of ft 
‘ess ints recipient for an appointment, but is given through fear, 
fr for sorlces rendered i. party interest, ierespectve of public 
goods Wit these qualities a being eequisits to politcal secess, 
iio matter of surprise that Mfr Ballantyne remsined in pari. 


mnont as long as he did. None ofthese ualten ie posses, 
fand his sincerity, his open avowal of principle, Nis devotion to 
froth and detestation of sham, efested is pial fl 

As we have already fotimated his future fame wil not rest on 
hic political attainments, but on that great interest thas been the 
hd! and aim of his Hfe to vphold and build wp. His efforts in 
‘behalf of eoropetative dairying have dane more to enich individual 
Canadian farmers in Ontario than any or all goveroments have 
‘done since Canada became a United Dominion. Te has been sid 
that he was a man of one idea, and could not se bayond x cheese> 
box. On this string he harped, in seasoa and out of season, any 
Where and everywhere, in all cccumstances, and under all cot 
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Aitions; improving our cheese product was his theme, For this 
very farmer engaged in daltying ought to be thankful, Tt was a 
blessing for Canada that he was porsersed of this idea for pre~ 
‘ious to his time Canada had none. Every man who as accom. 
Dlished anything great and good hes been aman of one over~ 
powering idea. His mind cam have room only for one thought, 
‘hick is constantly pressing itself on his atitde ike something 
trlting to be bors ito materia thing. This must beso evident 
forall intllgent renders that 1 need not ilstate # Sy individual 
ceamples. 

Te co-operative dairying he fought his battle alone for a sumbor 
of years, investigating, examining, teaching, and exhorting, 
etermined to. socceed inspite of apathy and earclessoess in 
Wis covvorkers. "Never wearying, confdent of ultimate success 
he worked on. Light id not dawn on his efforts till the 
Centennial Exhibition was held at Philadephia in 187, when he 
rough back to Perth County the gold medal for the best cheese 
made on the American continent. He was now recognized in 
Canada, and langsy in the U-S., a6 bing not only an authority 
fe daiyng, but the great promoter of an industry which 20% 
brings to the Cannan farmer each yoar a sum amounting to 





Sgoqo00. Let it not be forgotten, therefore, by those who 
auempt to belie hi work, that no such distinction had ever 
teen recsived in Canada before, During the next eelve years 
he had made sll greater effort in regard to improvement, and at 
Chicago Worl’s Fair he had the satisfaction of seing the fution 
of his labours io Canada being crowned with honour, this county 
Agen holding u conspicuous position 

uring 1857 be lod the way in Perth County hy erecting: Black 
CCeeck cheese factory, and by his example simulated others t0 
follow in his steps. He attended the fst dry convention, at 
Ingersoll, in 186y, and was elected lector. He was chocen 
president in 1872, 1875, 1875, 1882, 9685, +885, 1886, 1887, and 
TB}, after which he retired. "As amar of respect, and infec 
sition of his valuable services, be wax appointed Best honorary 
president, which ofce he sill retains 














All this had aot been accomplished without dificuty. Me, 
Ballantyne says, "About 1870 we had given everything up for 
lost. We had expended more money than we could afford to 
expend from our private funds in our eforts to product = high 
class of goods. In our dilemma we appeated to Hon. Jokn 
Carling, then Minister of Agriculture in Toronto, He promptly 
Sepoe y grning o> pe nat an ring 
greater exertion." Mr Ballantyne suggested the principle of 
fmploying instructors, which har done 20 much to improve the 
Sualty of our product. Professor Arnold was engaged, but 
‘unfortunately for some unexplained cause dit not succeed The 
[Association were unwiling to retain bis serves, Me. Ballantyne 
had fall confidence, however, in his work, an retained hin ath 
‘ove expense for another year, Results have surely justi his 
experiments, and the numberof fstructrs now employed snd the 


‘quality of goods mace all bear testimony to his zealand judgment 


in support of co-perstive dairying 

Again I enay be permitted £9 say that it i extremely doubt 
whethor dairying without Sle. Ballantyne's continuous exertions in 
its behalf would not have collapsed in Ontario as it did in some 
sections even of our own county. One thing may positively be 
Armed, that 3 would not have reached its high standard of 
fxcelence in 80 short a period of time without his ai ff ever 
Attained tat al, But the iuence of his fe-work extends beyond 
‘co-operative dairying, in so fr that it taught the farmers of this 
country the great advantages arising from wnited action: Ind 
dual effort on ther part could never have produced such extras 
iary results as has arisen from our factory system, Te has 
‘created a confidence in one another never before existing, and 
taught them this neverto-beforgoten Tess, that by muta aid 
and concerted action they cam exalt ther calling to yet higher 
Points of usefulness. But this is ot all, ft is conceded that, 
“airying has been most sucessfl ofall Canadian industries, OF 
‘ight or nine hundred cheese factories in Canada all, or neal ll 
fare controlled and managed by farmers themselves, thus giving 
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to the word a display of commercial ability second to none. The 
tendency of all this is to develop the latent faculties io cut 
sgriultral populstion, and thei expansion must result fa wotold 
benefits to this county 

‘laing thus far reviewed the eiforts of thi man, foreclosing 
four imperfect sketch it might be well to Io9K at him and those 
motives by which fe was actuated in prosecuting this grest work 
To men of sordid minds it appears inexplicable tht any ane should 
devote either his time or his talent for the public good without 
hope of pecuniary reward, All sich characters in themselves are 
1 litle tse inthe world exsepe to caery clay that men of Better 


Grinds may make bic, To measure the labour of great men by 





Zo mercenary a rule is to subordinate their high aspirations to 
4 standaed of material things. Human greatness is human 
Spirituality, and no great man ever eeduoed the sim of his forts 
fo a few pennies. Howard had 9 hope of Bnaacial eward 
Booth had no hopes of reward A man who plunges into a raging 
flood to save his drowning fllowsman has 90 hope of reward 
He only sees his duty, and if heaven hax given im the power to 








feat mien ever for one moment think of reward as they move 
Seward to the highee funtions, waving thei’ Hight aloft that 
those alr off may se its Brightness and follow onward Theieve 
inthe beioning great men are endowed with certain faculties, 50 
‘overpowering ato impregnate thet every thought, and so be 
ome exystlized into action, and will continue #9 evolve great 
things without consideration of hope of reward. On no other 
principle can I account forthe work accomplished by this plone 
san exporter is prois might have been equally large without 
tis making any efforts oo behalf of dairying. All his experiments 
interest hs payment of Prof Arnold from is private purse, 





Ail his investigations into new systems and theories, were made 
Ivthout hope of reward, In view, therfore, of these things i 
Ist be conceded that his only motive was noble ambition to be 
Instrumental in improving an important Branch ef farm husbandry 
sa benefit to his county. 
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[As man he was exemplary in his conduct, kind to is rends 
and family, although somewhat restless and enterprising amongst 
those who were his opponents. He was prompt in business 
having good administrative faculties. He was ever ready to ait 
and draw ffom obscurity young men of ability, snd more than one 
Canadian who now sits in high places owes his advancement to 
Thomas Ballantype. During bis busy Ife he has lll many 
postions of trust, and is sow president of the British Mortgage 
Loan Co, and vice-president of the Perth Mutual Fee nsura 
Co. In politics he isa Reformer, in religion a Presbyterian | 
he isan excallent public speaker, «gentleman in appearance, and 

In 1856 he marced’ Mise Mary Hallantyns, daughter of Robert 
Ballantyne, then eeeve of Downe. This Indy was his cousin. To 
them were born seven sons nnd one daughter, all of whore are 
ving, the eldest being. Profesor Ballantyne, of Knox College, 
Toronto. Tis with pride he says “No som of mine has sought 
hhome under the Stas and Stepes; Canada is good enough for 
them; here, I trust, they will remain and contibute towards 
bling wp that empire of which we frm 40 conspictous 4 part 

(On December st, 1903, Mrs, Ballantyne was taken fom ity, 
sd to her memory he ts bow carping ut the noblest work of 
his lif. While this history is being published beautiful 
Isquethed to Seaford hospital as a lasting memorial to hee whe 
as his faithfal companion for no many long years 

Verily, verily, 185), Hon. Thomas Ballantyne’s name i one 
‘hich may be added tothe ilastrions sons of * Auld Scotia, 


As 1 must close these sketches, $01 shal Binish the work I had 
designed to do, Even now lon sand at the beginning of tis 
fd story of pioneer fe. What I have writen, Ihave writen, 
(One mightier than I has expressed himself, “Ay standing on the 
shore gathering pebbles, wihle the great ocean of truth lay before 
him undiscovered," 011 have gathered only few fragments fom 
those days which are now past and gons. I tust some one with 





ester powers than I can bosst may continue & work whose 
Stores of incident to me seem inexhaustible. As T opend this 
history with remarks on pioneer hfe, let us return to the old 
Shanty once more. There it stil stands, a relic of the past. Into 
its forsaken chamber, now stcred to dear memories, fet out old 
pioncer enter. He is now wrinkled and grey, but let him stand in 
that spot where his chair stod for s0 many years, dream dreams, 
and see visions of early days, There is that in our nature which 


Tncliags ur to linger where events have transpired hat have let 


thie footprints on the chart of ur remembrance. In declining 
years memory feds itslf on scenes of other days. To lve again 
‘ur former ives isto exit inthe subdoed ight of the past. I is 
Tike waiting inthe ineffectual rays of a setting sun and dreaming 
‘of his nooatie glory 

What wonder, then, If the thoughts of those Iyart veterans 
return to the old ned walls that sheltered them in youth, and 
seein their sagging wreck those marks of decay now inseparable 
{fom their owa il und time worn frames 

Ferewel, then, I say to you oll ploncers. With you and 
lamongst you I spent my youthfel days. While 1 remain here 
Amidst the fotils of lle I try to gather up broken remem 
brances of a time which is gone, Those Ihave writen ipa scroll 
whersin I have also iascrited your names, therein to remain as 
Toni 3° this book shall lst 


‘Tw Es, 
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PREFACE 


It is now seventy years since the story of pioneer life was 
begun in Perth County by Sebastian Fryfogle in South Easthope. 
During that period such marvellous changes have taken place as 
the most sanguine backwoodsman could have had no conception 
of, To follow the foot-prints of progress during that three score 
and ten years, distinguishing those events which have culminated 
in our present conditions, is surely a theme worthy our highest 
aspirations. In my efforts at gathering up and describing scenes 
and circumstances, which lie along our ever-changing prospect, I 
feel impressed with a sense of unworthiness to discharge my 
self-imposed duty. ‘The responsibility of dealing with events and 
characters of men who have laid as on a sure foundation the 
destiny of this county has overwhelmed me with fear that I 
might fail in doing justice to all 

‘A mass of material had to be sought out, serutinized, and such 
evidences (as to historical value) selected and arranged as far as 
possible in chronological order, so as to give effect to the whole, 
which seemed an almost impossible task. I may be permitted to 
say, however, that whatever my shortcomings may be, and they 
fare many ; whatever my inability as a writer may be, and it is 
great; no one, I trust, will ever charge me with insincerity or 
tunfaithfulness in. prosecuting this important work. In that great 
realm of history, where men's motives must be judged largely by 
their actions, it is a solemn responsibility resting on the single 
‘mind of the historian that no unjust reflections be made on those 


whose lips are forever closed in everlasting silen 
In preparing and compiling this work every precaution has been 
taken to secure accuracy in its details, as being essential to con- 





fidence in its reliability. Without this quality it could not be 

Juable, Wherever dates are given they have been taken from 
records. Where oral information only has been obtainable regard- 
ing events, statements are made in general terms without conv 
ing the idea of positive certainty. 

T desire to express my sincere thanks to those persons who 
have kindly assisted me in obtaining information, To Mr. Steele, 
of the Canada Co., London, England; officers of the Crown Lands 
and Canada Co,, Toronto; Mr. Lane, county clerk of Huron; Mr. 
Robson, county clerk of Middlesex; and municipal officers, clergy, 
and others of our own county, Iam under deep obligations. 1 
may be permitted here specially to thank Mr. John Idington, 
county attorney, of Stratford, for his excellent contribution in his 
chapter on the county judiciary. I desire, also, specially to thank 
Mr. R. R. Lang, city clerk, Stratford, for a chapter on the militia 
and volunteer corps of this county 

In conclusion, I may say that every exertion has been made to 
establish truth regarding all of whom I have had occasion to 
write. I have given honour where honour is due, and in my 
humble way rescued from oblivion the names of many who did a 


great work in this county. ‘That I will please all 1 have no hope, 


and if censure should fall on my efforts | shall be still proudly 
conscious that where I fail I wil fail as a martyr. 
WILLIAM JOHNSTON, 
St. Marys, December 31st, 1902. 

















HISTORY 
COUNTY OF PERTH 
CHAPTER 1 


of Perth, in order 


I propose to write a history of the Cou 


that those whom futurity will bring may know the story of 
pioneer life in this portion of Canada. The passing years glide 


silently onwards, now laden with memories of those old settlers 
who transformed the dreary wilderness of the Huron Tract into 
smiling fields and happy homes. The love of an aged pioneer for 
his old farm was a sacred feeling, and in his bosom ranked next to 
that of his family, or even to life itself. Here he came in his 
youth, with high aspirations and a determination to make a home 
for himself, in spite of adverse circumstances and almost insur 
mountable difficulties. Here his children grew up around him, 
here he fought life's battle, endured the struggle with penury, often 
with the stern spectre of want at his door, and here also was the 
seene of his ultimate triumph. The names of many are now lost, 
but their work remains, The fertile acres they hewed from the 
forest have, we regret to say, in too many instances passed into 
other hands. The old homestead, with all its hallowed associ- 
ations, is now held by the stranger. There are still a few remain 
ing, however, of this old band, now worn and grey, bending low 
beneath the weight of years, and from these must be gathered the 
story of the early settlement of this County. 
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It should be the work of the historian, therefore, among these 
old veterans to search out from old memories, threads of past cir- 
cumstances and events, weaving them into a web which will show 
the trials, the hardships, and the patient enduring toil of the 
humble backwoods-man. To these brave adventurers this County 
of Perth owes her beautiful farms, her wealth, and her advanced 
place in the great march of civilization. The old pioneers were as 
a class fearless and intrepid men. To a moderate degree of com= 
fort in the Old Land, with, in many cases, an immoderate degree 
of servility, they preferred a voluntary exile in the Huron Tract, 
far away from friends, and remote from neighbors —which gave 
them independence. Their huts or dwelling places were of the 
rudest description. Roads there were none—nothing to point the 
way except a blaze on the tall trees, leading on and on, further 
away from the outside world, deeper and deeper into what seemed 
to be an illimitable wilderness. In these primitive cabins there 3 
was little comfort. Yet, in spite of their scanty fare, in spite ot 
cheerless surroundings, there was much happiness, "It is a dis- 


tinguishing mark of the goodness of God that happiness may be 
found anywhere. 


‘The heart's aye the pat, aye, 
‘That mls us Fight ot wroog 

In these log cabins, rude though they were, there was joy. Be- 
neath the trough covered roof there were loving hearts, and where- 
ever there is love, there, too, ishappiness. When the old minister, 
a gray-haired wanderer of the woods, came at long intervals to 
break the bread of life to his far-scattered flock, there was joy. 
‘When the day's toil was over, and a great fire roared up the clat 
and clay chimney, heap of wood lying on the dog irons in front 
ofa blazing back log, the winter storms might spend their fury 
fon the groaning forest ; there was joy in the rude shanty. When 
the walls of the log barn had been raised, and the kind neighbors 
had retired to the hut, when the dance soon grew fast and furious, 
there was joy. 

‘To say that the old pioneers were, as a class, people of learning 
oo refinement, as we understand these things to-day, would convey 
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an erroneous impression. To say that a few of them were, would 
‘undoubtedly be true. Some Had seen better days, and hoped to 
do so again, A large number of them were men of decided char- 


acter, of strong natural proclivities, with great energy and deter 
mination. At long intervals, an old settler with some book 
earning might be found. Many could not read; many more could 
not write. By far the largest number, however, had what was 
practically more useful than book learning. They had the educa- 
tion obtained from coming in contact with their fellows. A con 
stant appeal also to their decision and judgment rendered more 
incisive their shrewdness and penetration. In backwoods life new 
difficulties were constantly springing up, which had to be met un 
aided by the pioneer. These necessities arising from his vocation 
‘kept constantly in action the inventive qualities of his mind. They 
were all poor, and nearly all accepted those hardships and incon- 
veniences inseparable from pioneer life, with the fullest confidence 
that a fertile soil and the bright sunshine of Canada would yield an 
ample reward for thelr toil. It could only be for a few years, at 
most, that the struggle would continue. Hope was ever present 
with them, pointing away to that time when success would bring 
‘competence as a reward for their self-denial and perseverance. 

By far the greatest number of those who entered the woods 
were young men, Age, with its wise saws and modern instan- 
ces,” was of little use in the bush. Indeed, pioneer life furnished 
the clearest evidence of Darwin’s theory of the “survival of the 
fittest." The great essential toa backwoods-man, above all others, 
was muscle, Without this life would be a failure. Constant labor 
soon tundermined those constitutions whose ground work was not 
as strong as steel. Wealth, as a rule, he had none, whereby he 
might have to some extent relieved himself from his daily task, 
His sole implements of fortune were a fertile soil, an axe, and 
industry. ‘The County of Perth supplied him with the first, the 
second he could obtain for dollar, and the third was the gift of 
heaven. Thus equipped the hero of the woods entered the lists 
with fortune, but with almost every assurance that ultimately he 
would be triumphant, 
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Pioneer life in Canada may now be said to bea thing of the past: 
It is true, there are immense tracts of unbroken forest yet to be 
conquered and made fit for the abode of man. ‘Those conditions 
which obtained in the early history of this county retarding the 
operations of settlement, and causing much of the hardship pecu- 
liar to the lot of the early settler, now no longer exist. 

Canada has during the last fifty years become a great and 
wealthy country. Wherever a new settler plants his foot now— 
there trade and commerce, those hand-maids of agriculture, are at 
his heels, listening for the first sound of his axe. Indeed, he is 
often preceded by many of those conveniences peculiar to the suc~ 
cessful prosecution of his calling. Railways are built, roads are 
constructed by the Government, telegraphs put in operation, mail 
routes opened up; in short, almost everything is done to keep him 
in touch with a civilization of which he is the advance guard. The 
necessaries of life for the pioneer of to-day are easily’ obtainable, 
and his enjoyments of its comforts will be limited only by his 
ability to purchase them. There is no isolation now, as was the 
case in the early days of this county, and the present position of a 
new settler is as if the great centres of our population were putting 
forth an arm to make new conquests from the wilderness. Every 
effort of the backwoods-man is now supported, and is the outcome 
of an energy from the throbbing heart of civilization, following 
close on his train, and urging him on, 

During the settlement of this county there were no such condi- 
tions. Upper Canada, as Ontario was called at that period, was 
not a wealthy province. Its vast resources were yet undeveloped ; 
indeed, were practically unknown, even in her most favored places. 
There were no centres of population near to the settlements in the 
Huron Tract, That splendid section of Ontario in which this 
county has a conspicuous place had yet to be made. The wilder- 
ness had to be transformed by the pioneer. There were no roads, 


no railways, no mail privileges, no means of communication with 
the outside, The settler in the early days of Perth County had 
nothing to aid him but a fertile soil, where it could be made avail- 
able. The little produce he was able in course of time to place on 
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the market could not be disposed of except at great trouble and 
expense. 

Te the old days long strings of ox-teams from Downie, Fullarton, 
and the East Hopes, yoked to an ox-cart or a sled, toiled on, day 
her day over most horrible roads, through dismal, dreary swamps 
on their way to Galt, and even as far as Hamilton, with a fe 
bags of wheat, for the purpose of obtaining as much money as 
wwauld pay their taxes, and procure some of the ordinary neces- 
wiies of life for their families. A whole week would be consumed 
jn their journey, and when the cost of the trip was deducted, there 
vps but little left for the poor pioneer. Nearly all the first settlers 
je Perth County were immigrants from the Old Land, and unac- 
Gjutinted with pioneer life, Thisintensfied their diiculties to still 
greater degree. They were all, or nearly all, without money, and 
Nithout experience in a new country. Of the manner of clearing 
lund, they knew nothing ; everything was strange to them. | In 
the woods they were like old Cyclopes, blindly groping around his 
cave, But necessity compelled them to action, and how they did 
then work the splendid aggregation of municipalities that compose 
this county are evidence. 

Tt is an indication of awakening interest in pioneer life amongst 
our people that Historical Societies are being formed in many 
Scctions of this Province, Men and women of education and high 
literary merit delight in telling the story of these old days. Some of 
these writers, with a degree of poetic fervor, have thrown an atmos 
phere of romance around backwoods life, which is most honorable 
fo thelr heart. ‘They are giving prominence in Canadian literature 
to the efforts of a class, the former neglect of which is surely to be 
deplored. It is certainly a sacred trust imposed on this generation 
to treasure up their humble record, from which such great results 
hhave accrued to the people of our county. ‘The importance of this 
titerary work which is now being performed may not meet with 
such appreciation as it ought to receive, considering’ the sacred 
duty it endeavors to discharge. Let those who are engaged in it, 
have no fear, however; the time will assuredly come when such 
records will be held as worthy of the highest consideration among, 
the treasures of the past. 
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Although we are not yet far removed from the days of the 
shanty, and the old log school on the corner (around whose 
rude walls tender feelings of many Canadians still linger) distance 
is even now lending enchantment to the view. The memories of 
those pioneers in the pathless woods are fast being invested with 
that nobility of character which alone is attributed to heroes. Men 
who do their duty well under favorable conditions are entitled to 
praise, Men who do their duty well under most unfavorable con- 
ditions must certainly be actuated by those motives which inspire 
the hero. If sincerity, as Carlyle avers, is the mainspring of heroic 
action, the old pioneers were sincere. They were sincere in the 
work they had undertaken to accomplish. They were sincere in 
the performance of all the requirements of good citizenship. 
They were sincere in the promotion of a continuous cumulative 
progress, which still grows and expands into these advanced 
conditions which now give beautiful homes, comfortable surround. 
ings, and those many conveniences which characterize the County 
of Perth. 

Those difficulties inseparable from the every day life of a back 
woods man, his endless toil, his poverty, and his endurance we 
may compute, but that weariness of heart and soul sickness of the 
pioneer mother never shall nor can be known, Her self-denial, 
her patience, her lonely life in those eternal woods, which shut out 
the light of God's heaven from her eyes, would have destroyed 
everything earthly but the devotion of an affectionate woman. To 
labour with her husband in the logging fallow, to minister to the 
wants of a helpless family, were of themselves sufficient to render 
her lot one of extreme hardship. ‘These were only physical trials, 
however, and bore no comparison to those longings of the mind, 
which wore out many a young life. In that lonely shanty, all alone at 
the dark hour of night, her husband far away, it may be with his 
oxen, endeavoring to procure food for their daily use, she trimmed 
the light on that old cracked saucer, sitting by the window as a 
beacon, glimmering through the dark woods to guide him home. 
It may be for weeks she has heard no human voice but her own. 
With a beating heart she keeps up her lonely vigil, listening for 
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the sound of the chains on the sled, for the forest echoes are now 
iwakened by a long yelping howl, which she knows too well is 
ominous of danger. 
it is little wonder then if the affinities of the pioneer and his 
wife became strong, a most beautiful description of which we 
¥ys of the Canada Company,” by the Misses 
Lizars. "Our foremothers were the true backbone of the 
country. How often does the searcher after any kind of history 
Gnd himself with such an answer: ‘T could have told that if my 
wnife were living, but I lost track of things when she died.” Or, 
"0, yes, I kept a diary for many years, but when my wife died 1 
gave it up.’ Or, ‘I could tell you that and much more if I had 
my memory rightly, but I've minded little since my wife died.” 
The refrain is always my wife, my wife. Many a man of fifty will 
tell you to-day, ‘that father lost heart, but mother kept us to- 
gether,’ And those gentle mothers of two generations gone, who 
Kame to the west ‘when the tap of the woodpecker, in the silence 
of the summer bush, was as a hammer on the brain, and the hum 
Of insect life a torment not to be borne,—do we not hear the 
piteous tales of them in their days of insupportable homesickness?” 
Ah, yes, those women who thirsted for air, ight and space were 
driven half mad by the gloom of the forest and the difficulties of 
Clearing, by the sound of the wind as it soughed or roared 
through the trees.” 
Let us therefore all join in the sentiment expressed in the beau- 
tiful lines of the Rev. Le Roy Hooker, of Detroit, when he says 


quote from the "Da 


‘And when you pray for Canada, 
Tiplore kind heaven, that Uke leaven 
‘The hero blood which there was given 
May quicken in er veins each days 

So shall she win a spotless fame, 

‘Aniy like the sun, her honored ame 
‘Shall shine to ltet years the same, 





CHAPTER I. 


Itis necessary, in order that we may comprehend much of our 
| early history, that we glance at that great organization, The Canada 
Company, who were first owners of the Huron Tract, and under 
whose auspices was settled the greater portion of this county. It 
is important also from this fact : that the conduct of the Company 
‘towards those whom they had induced to settle on their lands was 
for many years subject to severe condemnation, not only by those 
settlers who located, but also by many who affected an interest 
in their success. Nearly all of this adverse criticism arose out 
of what was called the leasehold system, a plan adopted by the 
Company in disposing of their property. This agitation was kept 
up to some extent by interested parties who did not understand 
very clearly the questions at issue, and pethaps did not care. AS 
might be expected an affair of such consequence, affecting a very 
large number of electors, soon attracted the attention of politi- 
cians, and was finally brought before parliament. Mr. Robert 
McFarlane, then member for Perth County, applied for and obtained 
a committee to investigate certain causes of complaint alleged by 
the settlers. Those old pioneers who were holding their land by 
lease were rejoiced that they had found so able a champion of their 
cause, and now at least their wrongs would be righted. The hour 
and the man had come when their grievances would be redressed. 
‘The claims put forward by the settlers may be stated as : First, 
Patents issued by the Company were illegal, the Commissioners in 
Toronto had no authority to sign patents for land. Second, The 
Company had not carried out those agreements laid down in their 
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Charter; in not having made certain improverneate—euch is open 
ing roads, building mill, ete. Third, The leasing: system was 
iegal and unjust since i enabled the Company to resume all 
lands op expirationofa lease and resell atenhanced prices, These 
higher prices were obtained not from improvements made by the 
Company, but were largely resultant from labour expended by 
seiters on adjoining lands, Fourth, An extra charge of 236 pe 
ent. on ten year leases, and 134 on five year leases being. added 
to the original cash price if not pad til the expiration of the lease, 
vtus considered as simply an extortion, ‘This extra levy was 
Inowin as the Sharing Money.” “These grievances arose out of 
the leasing system, which was quite within the Company's rights, 
and Fok tained t6 the settlers a will be'shown claewhiere 

The Parliamentary Committee proceeded to business by ordering 
ail books and papers in possession of the Company to be laid be- 
foce it for investigation. As might be expected the Company paid 
ne atiention, The Committee did not press its demand, and’ the 
affair was allowed to drop, As a matter of fact there was really 
no just ground of complniat. The motion passed inthe House was 
fot considered as serious, but asa political manceuvre that found a 
ready support from both partis, 

‘The Canada Company was organized in 1825, although its rst 
inception asa financial corporation took place in 1824._ John Galt, 
tho was its promotor, associated with himself a number of gentle 
men in Great Britain. Its object was to settle certain Inada in 
Upper Canada, a grant of which from the British Parliament was 
torbe obtained for'a nominal sum. Mr, Galt was appointed fst 
projects towards a speedy settlement of their territory. — With 
Huron Tract. This man was Dr. Dunlop. It may be proper to 
state here, however, that the settlement of the Huron Tract] 
formed no part of that great enterprise engaging the Companys| 
attention. Neither did it relate in any way to those provisions! 
made inthe Charter recently granted to it by Great Britain. Since 
that vast country known as British America had been acquired, a 





policy of Union of Church, a state as existing in old En, 
been persistently maintained in this country. In pursuance of 
this plan, therefore, and in order to place the Church in a greater 
degree of independence to the fast growing democratic element, 
which was strongly pervading the masses at that particular period, 
large grants of public land had been made for its support in Upper 
Canada. Those land grants were known as Clergy Reserves, and 
were located in several sections of this Province. The Canada 
Company was organized to dispose of those lands and open them 
up for settlement. In the original map of this territory, adjoining 
what was afterwards known as the Huron Tract, a large portion 
of Waterloo, Grey and Wellington Counties are marked as Clergy 
Reserve lands. 

“The first Act passed by the British Parliament, regarding the 
Company, was assented to by the King on June 27, 1825. This 
‘Act granted the Canada Company certain lands in Upper Canada, 
known as Clergy Reserves. While it gave a charter for the sale 
and disposal of these Reserves, it set forth in Clause No. 3 that 

His Majesty may resume the domains hereby granted and sub- 
stitute other lands therefor." ‘This Act further empowered the 


Company to grant deeds under certain forms which are annexed 


to the Act itself—all such conveyances to be valid inlaw. So far 
these arrangements were quite Suitable to all parties. When this 
legislation became known in Upper Canada (for the whole arrange- 
ments were completed in London), as if no Government existed in 
Canada, a very different order of things obtained. The Church 
took umbrage, and gathered together her forces to oppose the 
alienation of her property. An able and indefatigable defender of 
the rights of Episcopacy came forward in Bishop Strachan. This 
man was a Scotchman by birth, and brought into opposition all 
that fervor and doggedness characteristic of his country. He 
protested against the agreements made with the Canada Company. 
Those lands which had been set apart and granted to the Church 
for her support ought to be controlled and disposed of by the 
church. Of the granting of these lands to this body there could 
be no doubt ; and such being the case, there could be as little 
doubt that the Church should control them. 
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|As a matter of course at that period any protestations from the 
Church in Canada could have little or no effect on the British 
Government. But she took stronger grounds. In her extremity 
she appealed to the Mother Institution in England, who came 
promptly to her assistance. Such was her power and influence in 
the Old Land, that His Majesty availed himself of the proviso laid 
down in clause three of the Act of 1825, resumed those lands set 
forth in the original grant, substituting therefor one million acres 
afterwards known as the Huron Tract. 

On July 15, 1828, was passed another Act of the British Parlia- 
ment, entitled an Act to amend an Act, enabling His Majesty to 
grant certain lands to the Canada Company. In accordance with 
the provisions of this Act, letters patent was granted on the 19th 
day of August, in the seventh year of His Majesty's reign, to the 
tundernamed gentlemen who composed the first board of directors 
of the Company, viz;—Charles Bosanquet, Esq., William Williams, 
Esq., Robert Biddulph, Esq., Richard Blanchard, Esq., Robert 
Downie, Esq., John Easthope Esq., Edward Ellice, Esq., James 
William Freshfield, Esq., John Fullarton, Esq., John Galt, Esq., 
Charles David Gordon, Esq., William Hibbert, Esq., John Hodgson, 
Esq., John Hullet, Esq., Hart Logan, Esq., Simeon McGilvray, 
Fsq., James MeKillop, Esq., John Masterman, Esq., Martin 
Tucker Smith, Esq., and Henry Usborne, Esq. The letters patent 
granted to those gentlemen one million acres of land in Upper 
Canada, for which they had agreed to pay one shilling and three 
pence per acre. It was further enacted by the King’s Most Excellent! 
Majesty, by and with the advice of the Lords spiritual and temporal 
land the Commons, that two persons may be appointed by the 
Company to make conveyances, all of which should be valid in 
law. His Majesty appears to have acted like a wise king in the 
matter of legislation, for he still reserves the right to alter or amend. 
During 1827 negotiations were still in progress regarding the 
acceptance by the Company of the Huron Tract. On the 29th 
day of November, 1827, an ordinance was passed by the directors} 
approving an acceptance of one million acres in the London and) 
Western district, recently bought from the Indians. ‘There is also} 

4 





a proviso setting forth that “when lakes, sand hills, rock, of 
swamp were prevelant, a further grant equivalent t0 all such 
waste or swamp land should be given by the Government out of 
other lands bought from the Indians, in order that the original 
fone million acres should remain intact. In lieu of a great swamp, 

| known to exist near the eastern portion of this territory, it was 
decided to accept a strip of land between Witmot and the adjoining 
township’ to: the south, aleoa strip of Innd north of Wiknot, 
which portions, according to an old map, were not yet surveyed 

\Another ordinance passed by the Company ordered that a new 
own be laid out on Lake Huron, on the River Menegtung, to be 
Eles Cede, bonor of Lord Goderich All iets agreeneats 
were accepted and ratified by an Act passed inthe British Pari 
rent and assented to by the King on July 15, 1828, ‘Thus the 
Canada Company became owners of that territory known as the 
Huron Tract, or County of Huron, a portion of which was after- 
wards organized into Perth County. 

Mr. Galt had, a year or two prior to these later events, founded 


| Guelph, from which point he and his associates directed their 
operations towards settling that great tract of country recently 
Vacquired. They caused surveys to be made, roads to he opened, 
and such other improvements as would facilitate this work, Be- 


ginning in the east, at the western limit of Waterloo, the Huron 
road was opened through what is now Stratford, extending in a 
straight line westward to Lake Huron, where Goderich had been 
surveyed. Along both sides of this road surveys were proceeded 
with, extending from the westerly limits of Wilmot to Lake Huron, 
‘The manner of making these surveys was certainly indicative of a 
strong want of confidence on the part of the Company in the early 
settlement of its large estate. So much was this the case, that 
along this highway, which passes through in its entire length one 
of the most fertile sections in this Dominion of Canada, the town- 
ships were surveyed in blocks of one concession at‘a time. When 
the boundaries of a municipality had thus been defined, it was 
named after a director of the Company. By a réference, therefore, 
to the names of the first board, given on a former page of this 
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work, an explanation will be found of the names given, not only 
to several townships in Perth County, but to others of the Huron 
Tract. 

It may fairly be said that a man's want of success in his business 
affairs will in almost all cases be attributed to every known ot 
conceivable cause except the correct one. 

In his endeavor to satisfy his feelings he will never accuse him- 
self as being the cause of his own misfortunes. The vagaries of 
luck, combinations of circumstances, perfidious friends, commercial 
exigencies, duplicity of those with whom he has business relations, 
are the spirits of evil that have crossed his path, but never himself, 
who may be the worst spirit of them all. Aman who has been un 
successful will always strike back at whatever he conceives to have 
been the cause of his failure. It is an inherent principle obtaining 
to a greater or lesser extent in us all to destroy, or attempt to 
destroy, by every available means whatever has obstructed us in 
the realization of our desires or projects of our ambitions. 

From a lively exercise of this principle arose much of that dis- 
content regarding those methods adopted by the Company for 
settling their lands, The great mass of those old pioneers of 
Perth County were courageous and industrious men. To say that 
all were of that character would be incorrect. With thousands 
that left Great Britain, Ireland, and Germany to make homes for 
themselves in this new land, many, aye, far too many, came who 
ere entirely unfitted both by nature and early environment to bear 
the strain of pioneer life. These were, as a rule, unsuccessful 
Their incapacity may have arisen from a lack of physical endur~ 
ance, or from a want of that unconquerable spirit which meets 
and surmounts all difficulties, a phase of character most essential 
to pioneer life, 

Whatever may have been the cause of failure there was no 


doubt as to their subsequent conduct, regarding this new country 
and its possibilities. In communication with their friends they 
told most doleful tales. Harrowing scenes of distress and hard- 
ship endured by those who had entered the woods, recited in 
Piteous language, excited in those unaquainted with the conditions 
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of a new country, deep feelings of sympathy and commiseration. 
Above all, those methods to which the Canada Company had re= 
course in disposing of their land afforded no opportunity but a 
vain and hopeless struggle for a bare existence. 

To those unsuccessful ones may be attributed, in a great measure, 
that want of harmony which too often existed between the settler 
and the Company, Yet, notwithstanding these adverse criticisms 
there was a constant rush into the new territory. The disappoint- 
ed croaking of a few did not deter others, The stream still 
flowed on. Like patriarchs of old, men came and spied the land 
for themselves, and, satisfied regarding its fertility, took up the 
burden of pioneer life. 

In considering any plan to facilitate settlement, that method 
which would be most suitable to the financial condition of those 
by whom it was to be effected, while it afforded a fair measure of 
security for the Company, would certainly be best. To place one 
million actes of land in the hands of thousands of men without a 
dollar being paid on it, was rather a hazardous undertaking. No 
security could be gotten from the ordinary settler ; he had none to 
give. People of substance did not then locate in new places, 
neither do they now. Strong and energetic men are more apt to 
become backwoods-men, from this fact, that pioneer life affords a 
surer and more profitable investment for the poor man’s capital, 
which is his labour alone, than any other at his disposal. 

There was one consideration with: the Company which out- 
weighed all others—the principle of quick settlement. The more 
speedily land could be taken up the better for the Company, and 
better for the settler. For furthering this object offices were 
‘opened in Goderich, and in what is now Stratford, to accom 
modate intending purchasers. While the best land could be 
bought for $1.50 oF $2.50 per acre, very little of it was taken in 
that way. Very few of those making a selection had money with 
which to pay even the small price asked. If no other method had 
been adopted to dispose of land, we venture to assert that this 
county would not have been as progressive as its subsequent 
history proves it to have been. 





‘The system adopted, therefore, as being most suitable and 
affording reasonable security to both contracting parties, was 
known as the leasing system. By many, indeed by far the 
greatest number, this method was considered wholly bad. My 
own opinion as an old lessee settler of the Company is that it was 
wholly good. For a settler to buy and pay for a farm, even at the 
low price at which it was offered, would require an’ expenditure 
‘of fom one hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty dollars. 
Not one-fourth of the pioneers in Perth County could pay that 
amount. ‘The greater number of them could pay nothing at al. 
To have sold these lands, and both contracting parties entering 
into bonds for carrying out their agreement, would have been use- 
less. A bond implies a penalty for non-fulfillment of its conditions 
Such penalty would and could have been made operative against 
the Company, but what redress could the Company get against a 
poor occupant of a bush farm? The goods of one whose whole 
store consisted of a bedstead, a rickety table, with a few rude 
benches, all made with the axe, afforded but little security, A 
pioneer, who with his family had subsisted for weeks on potatoes 
and cow cabbage in his battle for supremacy over the forest, was 
s hopeless mark to satisfy a writ 

Nearly all the land was, therefore, taken as leasehold. This 
enabled the Company to avail itself of the only capital a settler 
was possessed of—his labour. It also enabled a pioneer to invest! 
his strength and his energy in a bank which paid high interest and 
was prompt in ite returns. Every tree that he cut down, every 
acre that he cleared, increased his account, thus improving his 
condition, and making the Company more secure, ‘These leases 
were usually granted for ten years, and bound the lessee to clear 
four acres each year. This was not a very hard condition, as 
any old pioneer will admit. The lessee paid taxes and performed 
statute labour. At the end of ten years he could make application 
for his patent at the original cost price, with two and one-half per 
cent, added. If a five years’ lease had been accepted, then one 
and one-fourth per cent. was added. During the term of his lease 
a lessee paid an annual rental computed at a rate of six per cent 
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on the cash price, Thus, one hundred acres of land valued at one 
dollar per acre would pay a yearly rental of six dollars. A farm 
leased at two dollars per acre, cash, would pay a yearly rental of 
$12, If, during such period so demised and leased, a settler was 
able to pay any portion of the purchase price of his land, such 
sum was received by the Company, and interest allowed at the 
same rate they charged the settler. ‘This arrangement was cer- 
tainly a most equitable one. If, at the expiration of ten years a 
lessee had been thrifty and industrious, he would have saved a 
sufficient sum to secure his patent. If not, his land would have 
become, because of those improvements he had made, enhanced 
in value, and be ample security for a loan or mortgage, or other~ 








wise of sufficient amount to discharge all his obligations to the 
Company. Another plan was open to him which was certainly 
more advantageous than the preceding, but which, strange to say, 

se his farm 








was not very frequently adopted. He could re 





again for another ten years at the same price as was charged for 
the land at the expi These fair and 
honorable provisions, however, did not serve to mitigate the 





ig of his former agres 





indignation expressed at an increased price of two and on 





per cent. being demanded. At every gathering loud and des 
the denunciations of the Comps 
unfair conduct towards the settler in these 





3; for, as was claimed, thi 
aatters. If the land 





hhad increased in value, its condition had been brought about by 
his labour. 

expense of his hardship and toil. This reasoning on the part of 
the settlers, while it was partly correct, was not wholly fair. 

Tam not writing a defence of the Canada Company, but 
endeavouring to give a statement of the facts that came under my 
own observation. I do not know whether it carried out its agree 
‘ment with the British Government as provided in its charter. T 
do know, however, that many an old settler could use, and did 
use, the Company's money, fer which they paid six per cent., 
when it could not be obtained from capitalists on good security for 
tess than from twelve to fifteen per cent., and even much higher 
rates in many instances were charged. Many of these first settlers 


‘The Company was, therefore, enriching itself at the 
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fost their farms by borrowing money from capitalists at such rates 


to pay for these patents, who could have saved themselves from 


ruin by re-leasing their land for a second term. They acted very 
jnconsiderately, indeed, and in a way which ended in disaster to 
themselves. ‘They never considered whether they had discharged 
their obligations honestly and fairly to the Company, or if the 
Company had discharged its obligations fairly towards. them. 
‘The great point was to get clear of the Company, and so end all 
their troubles. With that idea they rushed to the speculator, and 
with a madness equalled only by their stupidity, incurred obliga 
tions which ate out their substance, ate out their hopes, ate out 
their lives, and were never discharged till they were discharged by 
the sheriff under the auctioneer’s hammer. 

This county was singularly fortunate in that it was almost 
entirely free from any of the pests that frequently infest new settle- 
ments, Speculators or land grabbers were an incubus that rarely 
affected the operations of the Perth pioneer. A land grabber was 
a person who bought up certain sections, making no improvements 
and residing (away) in some more favored spot than the backwoods. 
‘These lands he held locked up until the labour of those on ad- 
joining properties had made them valuable. He did nothing 
towards chopping or clearing roads, nothing in any way to improve 
the settlement, When the surrounding country had been cleared, 
and land became valuable, then he disposed of his property at 
‘enormous profit, ‘The ease with which a person might possess 
himself of a farm in those old days gave rise to another class, 
known as ‘ squatters," who if they were not so inimical to pro: 
gress as the speculator, at least retarded to some extent the 
Vancement of any section in which they located. A squatter was a 
pioneer who simply took possession of any vacant farm that suited 
him, and began operations without notifying the company, or 
having any right whatever to it. He would build a shanty, clear a 
few acres, use, or sell any valuable timber that he could dispose 
of. When opportunity offered he sold his improvements to a 
stranger with a little capital, who was desirous of obtaining a 
homestead with some clearing. Having thus increased his fortune 
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by a few dollars, he moved into another new section and began 
life again. Others with perhaps a little more honour, but without 
ambition, would lease a lot from the Company, pay one payment, 
hold it for a few years till land had become more valuable, then 
sell on the same principle as the squatter. 

These explanations regarding the conduct and methods adopted 
by the Company are the results of my own experience, extending 
over a period of 20 years. It will be noted, therefore, that the 
first grievance set up by the settler against the company as to 
granting patents is effectually disposed of by the Act of Parliament 
passed on July 15, 1828. 

As to the second, who is to say whether they were culpable or 
not in discharging their obligations? As demanded by terms of 
their charter, they did open and build leading roads through the 
territory ; they made liberal grants towards erecting mills and 
houses of public entertainment for the accommodation of settlers ; 
they gave grants of land for churches and cemeteries, and in 
other ways opened up the country for settlement. 

In regard to the third grievance, namely, that the leasing system 
‘was introduced to enable them to resume their lands, and sell at 
enhanced prices, pioneer labor having made them valuable,—this, 
grievance has no foundation in fact. Assuming for the sake of 
argument that such was the case, squatters and a number of lessee 
settlers taught the Company many an object lesson in disposing of 
property. It was no uncommon occurrence for a squatter to 
retain possession of a lot for ten years, then sell his improvements 
toa stranger for a price nearly as great as the Company actually 
wanted for the land. Wherever a speculator held a farm he had 
no compunction in availing himself of the increased values arising 
from other men's labor, by selling his land at a higher rate. To 
the credit of the Company I believe no single case of harshness to 
any squatter o lessee settler can be pointed out. Indeed, so 
remote was their conduct from any measure of this kind, that no 
proposal would be entertained for the purchase of land held by a 
squatter until evidence was produced that he had been satisfied as 
to the value of his improvements, Mistakes may have occurred, 
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‘and doubtless did occur, which were a hardship in certain cases, 
but the heartless conduct attributed to the Company by a certain 
class of writers cannot be shown as having at any period actuated 
this old institution. 

In support of these statements we may be permitted to quote 
from ‘In the. Days of The Canada Company" an assertion by 
‘one who knew well whereof he spoke, when he says, “As for 
squatters, they are a law unto themselves * * * and any 
‘one who had tried to root out an Irishman or a German from 
his land, or unroof his house, or quench his hearth, would find it 
fa tough job. I never yet heard of a single lessee in the Huron 
‘Tract being dispossessed. The storekeeper with a pile of over 
due bills was the real terror of the settler.” And he goes on 
further to say, “I never heard of any poor man being sold up 
by the Company under a distress warrant for rent, unless it was 
done at his own request,—when, also at his request, the Company 
became the purchaser of the goods seized, the man and his goods 
both remaining on the land to cultivate it, and finally paid the 
debt at his own convenience.” “On one occasion," this person 
‘goes on to say, ‘Twas called on to bear a part ina transaction 
of this kind as a witness. When the matter was closed and the 
Company's agent had left, after handing over all the stock, erop, 
etc., into the settler’s hand to carry on his farm as usual, he gave 
a shout, ‘Hooray, boys, who's afraid? Sure I expected that 
dirty villain, the bailiff, here to-morrow morning with an execution 
from that blackguard storekeeper on account of a debt he has 
against me. Faix, he can go back ashe came.’ ‘Then addressing 
his cows and his pigs, ‘And all of you are safe, me darlings ; get 
into yer straw wid ye."” 

As to the fourth grievance alleged against them regarding 
“shaving money,” they did nothing more than every settler in the 
Huron Tract did every year of his life. If a pioneer wanted to buy 
A yoke of oxen, his neighbor would sell at a certain price for cash, 
Ifa year’s credit was desired, then a higher price was asked, with 
80 much per cent. interest added for the time specified. What 
‘was a correct principle, therefore, in one case could certainly not 
bbe wrong in the other. 
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It must be remembered, also, that good land only was taken up 
by a settler, a large portion being left on the Company's hands, 
for which they had paid, that no one at that period would have 
scarcely accepted as a gift. That this waste land has now become 
valuable is owing to a large expenditure of money for drainage 
and other improvements—an equitable share beifig paid by the 
Company—which, if it has increased its wealth, has also enriched 
the municipalities to a great degree, 

‘Those methods of that olden time are now long since passed 
away. The generation which now lives in comfort on those mag- 
nificent farms in this county know nothing of squatters, nor those 
difficulties which almost overwhelmed their fathers in hewing out 
the old homestead from the dreary forest. In the southern portion, 
at all events, those alleged short-comings of the Company are for= 
gotten. Even its existence, or knowledge of its having been 
founded in London nearly four score years ago, is unknown to the 
young, and seems like a dream to those few remaining pioneers. 











CHAPTER III. 
EARLY EVENTS—DISTRICT AND PROVISIONAL COUNCILS, 1829 T0 185. 


History begins in this county in 1828, when John Galt and his 
band of explorers blazed a path through the trackless woods to 
that spot where Goderich now stands. This event was an insignia 
of a new dominion, and a new force, pregnant with energy, and an 
inherent power to conquer and subdue. From the solitude of this 
ilimitable forest came forth, as if by magic, beautiful fields, com= 
modious schools, marts of commerce, splendid temples and com- 
fortable places of abode, 

In the autumn of 1828 Mr. Galt says: ‘Of one thing I am 
proud, I do not hesitate to say I was proud and with good reason, 
caused a road to be opened through the forest of Huron tract, 
nearly a hundred miles long ; the first overland communication 
between the great lakes, carried into effect by Mr. Prior, all the 
woodmen that could be assembled from the settlers were employed; 
an explorer of the line to go ahead, then the surveyors with their 
compasses, after them a band of blazers, or men to mark the trees 
in the line. ‘Then the slashers and the waggons with provisions 
and other necessaries, thus they proceeded to the Lake Huron and 
ttumed back to clear off the fallen timber.” ‘Thus began the great 
work of improvement on the Huron Road in this county, which has 
been going on continuously ever since. The reference made by 
Mr. Galt, in his letter, to the employment of woodmen, ‘‘as- 
sembled from the settlers,” and taking with them “the waggons 
With provisions and other necessaries,” evidently refers to the, 
expedition leaving his headquarters at Guelph, for at that period, 
this county did not contain within its borders a solitary white 
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In connection with the work of this party we have also field 
notes by John McDonald, Esq., P. L. $., from which we make the 
following extract: Survey notes of a range of lots laid out on 
both sides of the Huron road from the township of Wilmot to the 
township of Goderich agreeable to the order of John Galt, Esq., 
Superintendent of the Canada Company, dated at Guelph, rath 
\Dee: 1828, and under instructions from the Hon, Thomas Ridout, 
\Surveyor-General, dated at York, agth Nov., 188, by John Mc- 
Donald, Deputy Surveyor, between the 16th day of Dec., 1828, and 
the 17th day of January, 1829." Mr. McDonald goes on to say : 
“On Dec. 16, engaged in the forepart of the day arranging some 
matters at Guelph previous to my starting off to execute a survey 
of a range of lots on both sides of the Huron road from Wilmot to 
the mouth of the Maitland river. By the order of John Galt, Esq., 
and Hon. Thomas Ridout, Surveyor-General, left Guelph about 12 
o'clock, noon, with the following persons for a party : Alexander 
Rose, Alexander MeDonald, Duncan McPhee, Ewen Kennedy, 
Angus Campbell, John Kennedy, Roderick Reid and Robt, Elder. 
All of these were immigrants, except the last named, and were en- 
gaged for the work by Me. Crion, 

“Dec. 16, 1828, got as far as VanEgmond’s in Waterloo, a dis- 
tance of 14 miles, where we passed the night, showers of rain 
falling. 

Dec. 17, left VanEgmond’s at daybreak and continued on to 
Blain’s mills where we halted for breakfast, and to get provisions, 
with other necessaries, to bring along with us. Here I took the 
opportunity of proving the measure of my chain, it having been 
newly repaired. Pushed on to Mr. Springer’s in Blenheim to din- 
ner, made our arrangements with him to furnish us with provisions, 
which he agreed to send after us the next day. Left his place 
after dinner, taking provisions enough for the night and the next 
day, Tarried over night in a new unoccupied house, built by one 
Stevens about 34 mile east of River Nith in Wilmot. Here I 
administered the oath to Alexander Rose and Alexander McDonald 
to qualify them as chain bearers." 

January 17, 1829, he reached the site of the City of Stratford, 
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which he thus describes: “Travelled to the 34{ mile town, | 
viewed the 17 miles stream of the second branch of the Thames for | 
tome distance above and below the road, good mill ste from 3 | 
to 3 miles above, Spring about x chain below on the eastside of 
the stream, which is very much frequented by deer.” Such was 
the City of Stratford in 1829. Mr. McDonald's work was not 
completed tll the autumn of that year, when his plans and feld 
notes were filed with the Company. His reference to 3% mile 
tavern simply means that he had reached one of those shanties 
built by Mr. Gal's party, who during the previous summer had 
Jocated the Huron road 

As a stream of water welling from a spring on the mountain 
side increases in volume as it pursues its onward way, 30 does thi 
history of Perth County begin in December of 1839 at that lonely 
shanty of Sebastian Fryfogle in. South 
associated with human life, and is but a record of its work, th 
operations of human thought and human passion stored up by the 
historian, that fature generations may profit hy the experience of 
those who have gone—retaining what is good, and eliminating 
what is evil. In this have the keynote or starting 
point of our history, He it was who bore the banner of our 
civilization aloft into the forest, and was a veritable voice crying 
inthe wilderness, “prepare ye the way, the conqueror is close at 
hand.” So the conquerors did come, and, like that streamlet 
flowing onward in its course, has increased in volume until that 
mighty work they accomplished is known and acknowledged afar 
Off, while a record of some of the events marking their progress 
is recorded in this booke 

During that period, extending from the advent of the frst settler 
till 1842, progress made in filing up this new territory was i 
octal. For eh ut rpc the dh 
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Company were not encouraging. This, no doubt, arose to som 
extent from certain conditions of political feeling prevailing i 
Canada and Great Britain at that time, A system of Government 
based on democratic principles was not yet understood, and aj 
great struggle was in progress between the people and their rulers! 
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‘That extreme principle of liberality whose outcome was Radicalism 
and Chartism had gained its first vietory in repealing the Cora 
Laws, had absorbed men’s energies for years, to the exclusion “of 
other ts, In Canada this turmoil ended in 1837, by a large 
section of the people rising in rebellion, ‘The arts of peace during 
those years were apparently relegated to obscurity, while those 
great questions which would give a full measure of liberty to 
Canadians and make life better worth living were being settled. 
‘Those in authority were slow to realize the important truth that a 
ruler should be an instrument by the will of the people, and the 
people should not be a power by the will of the ruler. Power to 
be great and of lasting good must ascend from the people up, 
and not from the magistrate down, It was not tll those questions 
hhad been settled, and Responsible Government secured, with full 
control of our local affairs that development in this county moved 
onward with rapidity 

From the earliest period of settlement till 1835 the whole 
western district, which comprised all that portion of Ontario west 
of the Grand River and a line drawn westward to Lake Huron, 
was under a local government by magistrates, who assembled 
usually in London. In such an immense territory, much of it yet 
in a state of nature, it was impossible that such attention could be 
given to local matters as their importance demanded. The people 
had no interest in the management of township matters, their 
rulers being appointed by the Crown. This destroyed all ambition 
in those whom nature had designed as public men, dwarfing their 
aspirations for distinction amongst their fellows, which is a high 
and noble incentive to unselfish and honorable conduct in great 

Prior to 1834 the magistrates in session managed all local 
matters as they pleased. Being appointed by the Crown they, of 
‘course, were not responsible to the people. In that year an Act 
was passed providing ‘that the inhabitant householders, at an 
annual township meeting, should appoint not less than three, nor 
more than eighteen persons to be fence viewers. This was an 


important concession at that time and was like the point of a 
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wedge, which was a few years later driven home, in a complete 
separation from government control of local affairs and appoint- 
ment of municipal offices. At these meetings they were also 
authorized to determine what would be considered a lawful fence, 
‘This Act also provided for the opening up of ditches and water 
courses, as the fence viewers might decide. 

In 1835 an important change was again made ; several Acts 
previously passed respecting town meetings were repealed, and it 
twas provided, "that the township clerk should assemble the in- 
habitants of the township, being householders and freeholders at a 
place agreed upon at a previous yearly meeting.” This meeting 
was empowered to choose the following officers :—A clerk, three 
commissioners, assessor, collector, and any number of persons 
they thought proper to serve as overseers of highways, roads and 
bridges, and as pound keepers, Collectors gave bonds to district 
treasurers, to whom were paid the proceeds of rates levied, and the 
township clerk gave bonds to the commissioners, ‘The most im- 
portant change in this Act was appointing commissioners, to whom, 
were now transferred many of those powers respecting repairing 
bridges and roads previously held and exercised by the Justices in 
‘Quarter Sessions, 

This board was required to meet three times at the place in 
which their first meeting was held, and were authorized to hold 
as many other meetings as they thought best at any place they 
chose. They were to receive from the district treasurer five 
shillings per day for their services. The Quarter Sessions, how= 

xy formerly had in reference to the 
administration of justice, location of highways, and other matters 
general to the district. In 1839'those commissioners provided for 
in the Act of 1835 were named town wardens. This system was 
continued up till 1841, when the Legislature of the United 
Provinces endeavored to create a municipal law that would meet 
all the requirements of Upper Canada. It will be noted that 
previous to this the authority of the Governor was nearly supreme, 
hhe having power to determine the number of councillors and 
appoint the warden, 
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‘The most ordinary observer may trace in these enactments the 
basis of Canada’s greatest piece of legislation, the sweeping away 
of those rotten remains of an old feudal system which had been 
transplanted into this country In Canada this old principle of 
autocracy was held hefore our people like a dried mummy by the 
Family Compact,—a set of men who apparently were great in 
nothing but their greed for office and personal aggrandizement. 
It was the desire of Canadians, who disliked paternal government 
and were anxious to shake of the incubus that rested on their 
liberties, to elect their warden and other officers. This. feeling 
promoted and furnished the basis of the Act of 1841 

In pursuance of an Act of the first session of the first Parliament 
of the United Canadas, passed 1841, in the fourth and fifth years of 
our Sovereign Lady Vietoria, “to provide for the better govern- 
ment of the part formerly known as Upper Canada, by the estab- 
lishing of local authorities therein,” William Dunlop, Esq., who 
was commissioned by the Governor as first warden of the new 
istrict, then known as the united counties of Perth, Huron and 
Bruce, called the council elected under the new Act together at 
Goderich on the 8th day of February, 1842. Daniel Lizars read 
the commission appointing Mr. Dunlop warden, also his own. 
appointment as acting clerk. There were present at that meeting, 
Messrs. Chalk, Daly, Dickson, Galt, Geary, Gordon, Helmer, 
Holmes, R. Hodgins, I. Hodgins, Hawkins, MeIntosh, McConnell, 
L. Sebring. The clerk reported the qualifications of all correct, 
also their declaration of office and oath of allegiance. He also 
communicated tothe council a message from the warden of his 
arrival, but being greatly fatigued, requested the council to ad- 
journ till next day. ‘The council, ike careful gentlemen, decided to 
adjourn, if no extra expense would be incurred. This being satis- 
factory, at the meeting next day a resolution was passed fixing 
their indemnity at 7/6 per diem and 6c per mile attending meetings. 
It was also carried unanimously that seat be provided inside the 
bar for magistrates and officers of the district, also the ladies. 
‘The following rules were adopted :—That any person being elected 
a district councillor and refusing to serve be fined £2, 10s. That 
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the council meet at 10 o'clock, That all petitions be presented 
the first day That any person interrupting the council be fined 
not less than tos. nor more than £5. Mr. Hawkins further 
moved, and Mr. Holmes seconded, that the council do not receive 
a certain letter sent by a Mr, Scott to the magistrates in session, 
for any such letter containing a libel on any person. After due 


consideration it was moved that the letter be thrown under the 
table by the warden. ‘The warden threw the letter under the 
table accordingly, A terrible retribution on Mr. Scott, surely. 
At this meeting an account was presented from one Hillary 
Horton which tells a strange story to the citizens of Perth to-day. 
To going to Hamilton for stores, 8 days’ journey, £6 00 
To hire of team, Hamilton to Galt 100 


The salaries of local township clerks were fixed at £6 per 
annum, excepting the Goderich clerk, who was to receive £8, 108. 
William Haldane was appointed auditor by the warden and Mr, 
Kidd by the council. Four candidates appeared for clerk, John 
Haldane, George Fraser, David Don, and Daniel Lizars, the 
acting clerk, Mr. Don was elected, 

From this period up till 1848 there is no record of the district 
council proceedings, the whole being lost. I have been able to 
ascertain the names of members from other sources, however, and 
Who were as follows :—In 1843, James Cairns, William Chalk, 
W. W. Connor, J. C. W. Daly, M. T. Gallagher, M. Haw, John 
Hawkins, I. Hodgins, R. Hodgins, John Holmes, David McConnell, 
D. M, Melntosh, Constant Van Egmond, and Alexander Young. 
In 1844, Dr. Chalk, David Clark, W. W. Connor, J. C. W. Daly, A 
Dickson, John Hicks, Robert Hodgins, John Holmes, John Long- 
worth, William May, D. McConnell, D. M. Melntosh, Andrew 
Sebach and C. Van Egmond. In 1843 we have the names of 
Messrs, Chalk, Clark, Connor, Dickson, Hawkins, Helmer, Hicks, 
J. Hodgins, R. Hodgins, Holmes, Junck, McCullough, McIntosh, 
fand Van Egmond. In 1846 the members were Messrs. Challe, 
Clark, Hawkins, Hicks, Holmes, Hodgins, Hyde, Junck, Long- 
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worth, Murray, McCullough, Ritchie, McPherson, and Simpson. 
In 1847, Messrs. Barbour, Chalk, Clark, Donkin, Girvin, Hays, 
Hawkins, Helmer, Hicks, Jas. Hodgins, George Hodgins, George 
Hyde, Junek, Lamb, Longworth, McCullough, Piper, Rankin, 
Simpson, Sparling and Van Egmond, 

In 1847 the Municipal Act was further amended by empowering 
councils to choose their own warden, and conferring certain other 
privileges on local authorities, enabling them to elect several of 
their own ofibers. Under this Act the council met February 1st, 
1848, and elected Wm. Chalk, who was the first warden ever 
lected by the people. There were present on that occasion 
from the municipalities, Messrs. Van Egmond, Hamilton, Rankin, 
McPherson, Lamb, Balkwell, Hays, Sparling, Hicks, Thompson, 
Hodgins, Fryfogle, Carter, Donkin, Piper, Girvin, Ritchie, 
Holmes, Murray, Daly, Gibbons, Hawkins and Melntyre. Mr 
Don, who was still clerk, with a desire for brevity in his reports, 
which is sometimes commendable, but carried too far in this 
instance, during his period of office as district clerk never reported 
the given names or the place represented by any member of the 
board. 

In 1849 the council was composed of Messrs. Carter, Chalk, 
Christie, Daly, Donkin, Fryfogle, Gibbons, Girvin, Hamilton, 
Hays, Hawkins, Hicks, I. Hodgins, R. Hodgins, Holmes, Lamb, 
Melntyre, McPherson, Piper, Rankin, Ritchie, Shoebottom and 
Thompson 

In 1850 was introduced the present Municipal Act, and under its 
provisions arrangements were made withdrawing Perth from the 
united counties of Huron, Perth and Bruce. Each township was 
now represented by its Reeve, the members from Perth being T. 
M, Daly, North Easthope ; Robert Donkin, Hibbert; Arundel Hill, 
Blanshard ; Andrew Helmer, South Easthope ; James Hill, Ful- 
larton ; John Hicks, united townships of Logan, Elma and Wal- 
lace ; Robert Henry, united townships of Ellice and Mornington, 
and William Smith of Downie, These gentlemen and their 
successors in office composed the provisional council for Perth 
County until its complete organization in 1855. 
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By authority of the Municipal Act of 1850, which with a few 
unimportant amendments is still i force, the provisional council of 


Perth met ‘at the Union Hotel, in the village of Stratford, on 
‘Tuesday, the 15th day of April, 1851, by virtue of a warrant from 
John McDonald, sheriff of the united counties, and pursuant to 
the Statute 12 Victoria, Chap. 38." The councillors present were 
Sebastian Fryfogle, S. Easthope ; Alexander Hamilton, N. East 
hope ; William Smith, reeve of Downie ; who acted as chairman ; 
Andrew Monteith, deputy reeve, Downie; Alexander Gourlay, 
Ellice and Mornington ; William Rath, Logan, Elma and Wal- 
ace Robert Donkin, Hibbert; T. B. Guest, Blanshard ; and 
Jas. Hill, Fullarton. ‘Two names were submitted as candidates 
Yor warden:—William Smith of Downie, and Sebastian Fryfogle 
of S. Easthope. Mr. Fryfogle was elected. Stewart Campbell, 
who was clerk of Ellice, was elected county clerk without opposi- 
tion, J. C. W. Daly was appointed treasurer. A committee was 
named to select a site for new county buildings, composed of 
Messrs. Fryfogle, Hamilton, Gourlay, Smith, and Monteith, It 
was decided to offer a premium of £12, 108., for the most suitable 
plans, cost not to exeeed £3,000 ; also to memoralize the govern 
mnent regarding the township of Mornington, which by Act 12 
Vie, Chap. 78, is included in Waterloo, and by 12 Vie., Chap. 96, 
is im this county. On the aged day of June council again met, 
and decided to accept lots 41, 42, 87, north of the Avon, behind 
the English church, owned by Mr. McCullough, whereon to erect 
a court house and gaol. 

It appears the plans submitted by Mr. Clark were accepted, and 
1 further grant of 65 was made to him on condition that they 
become county property. By a subsequent report, however, it 
seems the prize was awarded to Mr. Ferguson on condition that 
he prepare working plans. Tenders were also opened for new 
buildings and the contract awarded to Mr. William Day of Guelph 
for £5,150. Mr. Day agreed to accept £2,000 in county deben- 
tures, bearing interest at six per cent. per annum, as part payment, 
for his work. 

‘The next meeting of the provisional council was held on the 
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7th day of February, in the Union Hotel (Peter Woods’), village 
of Stratford. At this meeting there wore present :—Witliam 
Smith and Andrew Monteith, reeve and deputy of Downie ; Alex: 
ander Gourlay, Ellice and Mornington ; Alexander Mitchell, S. 
Easthope ; Alexander Hamilton, N. Easthope; J. C. Smith, 
Logan, Elma and Wallace; Thomas MeGerey, Hibbert. Fulton 
tind Blanshard were apparently unrepresented. William Smith, 
Downie, was elected warden ; Stewart Campbell cletic, and J. C. 
W. Daly, treasurer, The business of this council at its various 
sessions was wholly that of detail in connection with new county 
buildings which were erected ducing that year. The council 
borrowed £30 to pay current expenses 

Perth County as then orgnnized contained 539,685 acres of land, 
comprising the townships of North and South Easthope, Downie, 
Blanshard, Fullarton, Hibbert, Logan, Ellice, Mornington, Elma 
and Wallace. ‘The last three of these were originally set apart as 
clergy reserves and school lands and were sold directly to the 

| setter by the Crown. The other eight were a portion of the 
Huron tract. The topography of this large area of land may be 
said to consist of one great plain, and only in a few sections can 
its surface be considered hilly. Rolling land in Perth will always 
be found near those large streams that intersect it in varios 
directions in their course from those marshes or swamps where 
they rise. Although this county is level or undulating: throughout 
there is sufficient drainage forall surplus moisture. 

In the townships of Logan, Ellice and Elma, which lie on the 
height of land between Lakes Huron and Erie, sections of wet 
lands prevailed, From those swamps, which were at one time 
considered almost impenetrable, those streams forming the north 

ranch of the Thames have their source, flowing south-west into 

ice St. Clair. ‘The Maitland river, rising in Elma, flows west 
Foto Lake Huron, The Nith, a large tributary of the Grand river, 
flows southeast into Lake Erie, The soil throughout these 

rious townships is very fertile, producing in abundance all 


those products raised in every department of the farm. 
‘The Municipal Act of 1850 was pregnant with change to the 
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newly organized County of Perth, and was productive of results 
during the next five years of greater magnitude in material pro- 
«gress and development than all that had been accomplished since 
the Huron road was opened in 1829. While this was undoubtedly 
true, it does not necessarily imply a lack of progressiveness in 
those who hitherto had directed affairs in the district. ‘There are 
circumstances in connection with a new country which of them- 
selves to a great extent prevent progress, excepting that of clearing 
land, It may seem strange and indicating a want of that energy 
and determination attributed to the pioneer that, beyond establish- 
ing a few school sections, nothing had been done. No effort had 
yet been made to introduce any system by which their goods could 
bee placed on the market with greater economy, both of time and 
labour. It must be remembered, however, that the Huron tract 
was comparatively sparsely settled, in many sections, even in 1850, 
and the struggle of pioneer life was far from being over, Previous 
to 1841 the mode of municipal government was entirely at vari- 
ance with the democratic ideals of the settler, in so far as those 
placed in authority over him were not of his choice, but were 
favored ones of an arbitrary Government. Subsequent to that 
period and up to the intraduction of our present municipal system, 
while the people had, and were enjoying a certain portion of, self 
government, it fell far short of that established in 1850, Tt must 
bbe borne in mind, also, that representatives from those districts 
comprising the united counties had immense territories under 
their charge, with great areas of a primitive wilderness lying 
between each new settlement, thus preventing that close attention 
to the wants of their constituents neccessary to a more rapid 
improvement, 

But, again, I am constrained to say that while those in authority 
at Goderich may have done something (as was their duty) to facili- 
tate settlement and improve the Huron tract, it cannot be shown 
that, with the exception of clearing a road to Goderich to assist 
‘travel in that direction, much had been accomplished. As an 
evidence, the early records of this district and the testimony of 
those old pioneers yet remaining will be found strongly supporting 
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this assertion, There is an old saying that all roads lead to Rome, 
and 50 in the olden time throughout this district all roads led, or 
should have led, to Goderich. A few people—not more than a half 
dozen families, officers of the Canada Company and of the district — 
isolated as they were from the centres of trade and civilization, had 
founded a little world of their own in this new town on Lake 
Huron, The horizon which encircled their commercial ideas ap- 
pears to have been very circumscribed. While they were engaged 
in their little so-called squabbles and formulating plans for the 
future greatness of this new centre on the River Menegtung, a 
mighty force was even then asserting itself, which swept away all 
their dreams and their greatness. ‘Nae mon can teither time or 
tide,” says Burns; neither can man stem the tide of commerce ; 
it will find its proper channel even if it wreck the glorious visions 
of a few officials in a remote corner of our Canadian woods. As 
might be expected, the first railroad through the Huron tract met 
with opposition from several of this little coterie; not that it might 
not be useful to the county, but that it would injure Goderich. It 
appears from their conduct that long isolation from the outside 
world had in some degree warped their judgment and shrivelled up 
their ideas, which in some directions with several of them were of 
ahigh order. They were incapable of being impressed with those 
marvellous operations of the pioneer woodman now almost every 

where seen around them. It is, therefore, not to the enterprise of 
those few individuals who held sway in Goderich that we must 
look for the marvellous change which occurred between the years 
1829 and 1839 in this county. To the pioneer woodman, rude and 
uncultured though he was, and to those men whom he raised from 
his own ranks by the authority of municipal legislation, which en- 
abled him to place in power those whose trend of thought was in 
accord with the genius of the backwoods and his own aspirations, 
the honor is due. To these men, and their legislative enactments, 
at our council boards, we turn as to the true source of our present 
advancement, in those forms which contribute so much to our 
comfort and our enjoyment. As Dr. Dunlop, in his own expres- 
sive way, once beautifully said—the greatness of the Huron 
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tract “we owe to the work and the worth of the people.” This is 
the highest tribute that can be paid to the pioneer. With an ex- 


ttct from the minutes of the last session of the District Council of 


tao we close these remarks : ‘* Moved by Mr. Christie, seconded 


by Me, Daly, that this being the last meeting of the Huron Dis- 
trict Council, the members do return thanks to our Warden (Dr. 
Chalk, who was the first warden elected by the people) for his 
tuniform kindness to each individual member, and for the very 
proper and dignified manner in which he has conducted the pro- 
ceedings of this Council. —Carried unanimously.” 

“The board then adjourned; never to meet again under its old 
time constitution, 





CHAPTER IV. 


The Huron tract was first designated as Huron County, come 
prising all those lands granted to the Canada Company forming a 
portion of that territory in Upper Canada west of the G 
River and a line drawn northward to the Georgian Bay. Lor 
was founded early in the last century, and the central local 
government was located there for this vast section of country. A 
separation was effected in 1841 by withdrawing a portion of this 
western district and erecting another, with its central govern 
ment in Goderich. In that period, between 1841 and 1850, this, 
section was known as “The United Counties of Huron, Perth and 
Bruce.” During 1850 another dismemberment took place by 
withdrawing Perth, which was erected into a new county, its local 
government being located in Stratford. In 1841 this county was 
first known as **Perth,” receiving that name in honor of Perth- 
shire, Scotland, From this Shire a large number of the early 
settlers came to N. Easthope, which soon became the most popu 
ous section in Perth County. They were desirous of naming their 
new home in remembrance of that they had left, and largely 
through the instrumentality of J. J.B. Linton this county 
received its name. 

On January 24, 1853, Perth County assumed the responsibilities 


of municipal government, granted by the Act of 1850. At twelve 
o'clock the first assembly of local representatives met in the court 
house, now completed. On that memorable day an organization 
was effected whose power and influence for good has had a marked 
effect on our material development and progress. William Smith, 
reve of Downie, took the chair, and the following gentlemen 











delivered certificates of election from their several municipalities 
Sebastian Fryfogle, South Easthope; Robert Christie, Logan, 
Elma and Wallace; Andrew Monteith, deputy reeve, Downie 
Alexander Gourlay, Elma and Mornington ; Arundel Hill, deputy 
reeve, Blanshard ; Alexaniler MeLaren, Hibbert ; Thomas Ford, 
Fullarton ; Alexander Grant, North Easthope ; Thomas B. Guest, 
reove, Blanshard ; William Smith, reeve of Downie. On motion 
of Mr, Gourlay, seconded by Mr. Fryfogle, William Smith, reeve 
of Downie, was unanimously elected first warden, There is no 
rmotion for appointing a clerk, but as Stewart Campbell's name 
first appears in the minutes as holding that office, it may be inferred 
that he was appointed. Three candidates appeared for the office 
of treasurer, Alexander McGregor, A. B. Orr, and A, F. Meikle. 
This contest was a keen one, and ended by Mr. McGregor being 
clected by a majority of three votes ; Mr. James Orr and Samuel 
Lloyd Robarts were appointed auditors 

The remuneration allowed those several officers for services 
rendered was :—Warden, £15; clerk, £30; treasurer, £50; 
auditors, £3 each, and the reeves six shillings and three pence per 
day and three pence per mile. Mr. Rowland was allowed one 
pound for inserting by-laws in ‘Perth County News." Messenger, 
five shillings per day for each day's attendance. As indicating our 
financial ability, we find estimates for the several departments 
amounted to £1,860, of which £600 was for administration of 
Justice. OF ‘this sum Blanshard contributed £304; Hibbert, 
£1225 Logan, £123 ; Mornington, £69 ; Ellice, £234 ; Downie, 
£318; Fullarton, £189 ; 8. Easthope, £108 ; N. Easthope, £300. 
‘These sums include town line grants for that year, amounting to 
£100. Tt appears also from another item that James Redford was 
appointed superintendent of schools at a salary of £4o per annum, 
AX this meeting also appeared the mania for special grants in all its 
Youthful freshness and glory. The attitude of individual county 
councillors towards county funds in the matter of special grants 
appeared like a mild type of lunacy, which seemed to break out the 
moment they entered the council chamber. It was singularly in- 
fectious, and an honest, unsophisticated reeve or deputy from the 
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swamps of Elma or Ellice would be at once seized with the 
contagion, sometimes of an incurable type, displaying an ingenuity 
in his manipulation ef most wondrous schemes before the board, 
which secured very acceptable encomiums fram his constituents 
‘The reeves carried this infection back to’ their township councils, 
where it raged with considerable violence until an antidote was found 
in an amendment to the Municipal Act. In our county council yet 
may be heard on some occasions a feeble wail, ike the last faint 
tones of that spirit who presided over special grant legislation, as 
if it was taking a sorrowful farewell of that hall where in times 
gone by it held high carnival in magnificence and power 
While this conflict was kept up with animation and spirit for 
special grants, the council ia another direction brought to bear a 
spirit of progress, such as had not so far manifested itself in local 
legislation, This was a motion to borrow £20,000 for improve- 
‘ment of leading roads. When this by-law, framed on a report of 
the gravel road committee, was introduced the amount was further 
increased to £22,000. An apportionment was macle to Stratford 
and St.Marys road, £3,600 ; Huron road, from Wilmot to Carron« 
brook, £10,000 ; Embro road, from Zorea to the junction with the 
St. Marys road, £1,000; new Mitchell road, extending south 
through Fullarton, £500; old Mitchell road, £250; making bridges 
across the Thames in Fullarton, £250; centre road of Hibbert, 
commencing at Carronbrook, £700; Logan road, commencing at 
Mitchell, £75 through N. Easthope, commencing at Bell's 
Corners. (Shakespeare), £750 ; road through Ellice, leading to 
Mornington, £1,250; gravelling side road between lots 20 and 21, 
Downie, and certain other roads in Downie leading to the Mitchell 
road, £600 ; four hundred shares in London and Proof Line gravel 
road, £2,000; seventy shares in Woodstock and Huron gravel 
0. It may be noticed that in this by-law, which was 
passed on the fifth day of June, 1853, no apportionment was made 
to Blanshard. That township, however, came to fair share of the 
distribution. In 1852 that municipality had subscribed for four 
hhundred shares in the London and Proof Line gravel road, amount- 
ing to £2,000. This sum was assumed by the county, relieving 





Blaoshard from her liability. Tt may be noted also that when the 
toll gates had been removed in other sections of this county, 

shard bought the whole stock ia the London and Proof Line 
Company in 1870 at a rate of sixty cents on the dollar. The stock 
held by the county in this road was assigned back to Blanshard 
without consideration, thus investing that township with all rights, 
privileges and franchises of a road company, the only one in 


Perth County 

‘The county council having made provisions for gravelling those 
feading roads, formulated arrangements for a liquidation of the 
loan in twenty years by erecting toll gates on the Huron and 
St. Marys gravel roads. On those two roads six toll gates were 
erected, four being placed at various points between Wilmot and 
Carronbrook. On the St. Marys road two gates were erected, 
fone adjoining St. Marys, and the other near Stratford. ‘The rates 
collected at these several customs houses were certainly ample to 
liquidate the debt contracted in constructing these highways, and, 
indeed, with a fair amount of traffic would have been sulficient to 
supplement taxation in no small degree. Thus, for every vehicle 
drawn by two horses was charged 7}4d., an additional horse 2d., 
vehicle drawn by one animal 4d., saddle horse 2d., head of cattle 
‘ne penny, score of sheep or swine 4d, From a report of the toll 
gate committee, the rental of all these gates for one year realized a 
clearrevenue of £1,950, and were re-sold the second yearfor,£2, 104. 
OF this sum the largest amount obtained was from No. 4, on the 
Huron road, near Stratford, amounting to £400, the lowest No. 1, 
hear Wilmot, £134. On the St. Marys road No. 1, near Stratford, 
realized £308, and No. 2, at St. Marys, £215. Spacious and 
Profitable as the scheme was for obtaining revenue by a system of 
toll gates, it was not popular. An old pioneer who had entered the 
Pathless woods with his axe and made roads anywhere to suit 
himself felt the gates to be an imposition, It was an impost 
Peculiar to that old land he had left, and not suited to progressive 
Canada. He was impelled, therefore, by his hatred of a tax on his 
Personal liberty, to free himself as soon as possible. ‘This antago- 
nistic feeling towards toll gates gave greater impetus to that 





marvellous improvement in highways between 1860 and 1870, The 
ratepayer taxed himself to gravel parallel lines of roads to his 
market town. He would no longer submit to an impost for travel- 
ling his owa road, built by his own money. He would not stand 


and deliver at the importunity of an impecunious toll keeper, For 
several years prior to 1868 the county council experienced some 
difficulty with its toll gate keepers, These poor people did not 
realize a change going on around them in improvement of roads, 
In spite, therefore, of a steadily decreasing traffic they still offered 
former rates. As a result they were soon unable to fulfil their 
engagements. The council had recourse to their securities, and 
cases of great hardship were continually cropping up. In 1868, 
therefore, the county council took such steps, upon a report sub: 
mitted by D. D. Hay, as swept the whole system out of existence. 
The last gate to be removed was one on the Base Line, Blanshard, 
which remained till 1873, when it also became a thing of the 
past. 

Meantime, while these improvements involving vast sums of 
money were being carried out, the northern portion of this county 
had been steadily persevering towards a solid material development. 
In 1853 Ellice and Mornington, formerly united for municipal pur 
poses, were set apart, each sending its own representatives to the 
county board. A motion was passed in 1856 whereby Elma was 
separated from Logan and Wallace, for municipal purposes, and 
William Morrison appointed to call the first meeting. Another 
by-law was passed in 1837 separating Wallace from Logan, and 
D. D. Campbell appointed to call the first meeting at lot 24, con. 4. 
It was not till 1866, however, that the now important town of 
Listowel was set apart and Samuel Davidson appointed as first 
returning officer. Some years later the village of Milverton sprung. 
up, adding one more representative to the county council. At a 
meeting in 1856 a bylaw was passed granting a bonus of £1 each 
for wolf scalps. In 1859 applicants under this bylaw were paid 

2, Itis difficult to realize that when we look at the beautiful 
farms and farm buildings everywhere, that only forty years ago 
the sum of £12 had been paid in one year for wolf scalps. In 18535 
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a further sum of £3,000 was raised for the completion of gravel 
roads, together with one thousand pounds for purchasing a site 
for a grammar school, in Stratford. Two years later the registry 
office was erected at a cost of £400. 

‘The next important event in the political history of this county 
was passing two by-laws in 1873 to borrow $120,000 in aid 
of constructing a railway from Stratford to Wiarton, north, and 
from Stratford to Port Dover, south. To the first of these projects 
$8,000 was granted, and to the later $40,000, ‘The denunciations 
of this scheme in the southern townships were loud and deep. 
Violent speeches were made by county council representatives 
when they returned to their constituents for re-clection. Rate- 
payers in Blanshard, Fullarton, and Hibbert felt ruin staring. them 
in the face. Those old farms they had hewed out of the forest were 
to be heavily mortgaged to enrich those greedy northern adventuc 
ters, chief of which was Mr. D. D. Hay, reeve of Listowel. M: 
Hay was represented as being a cold, calculating man, with no 
other object than that of compelling the southern townships, who 
were now becoming rich, to build roads and improve the Ellice 
swamp, which for all time to come would only be a place for 
wolves. ‘The minute books of these southern. municipalities con- 
tain most marvellous expressions of unanimous votes of their town- 
ship boards condemning this scheme. Some old settlers will yet 
remember how their hearts burned within them as they listened to 
these grand outpourings of declamation against the northern 
People, Township halls rung with plaudits of an approving elec- 
torate, as reeves and deputies recounted their heroic efforts in the 
cause of honest government. In some secret, deep, dark chamber, 
in a certain house of public entertainment in Stratford, the buckets 
hhad been let down into pure wells of political knowledge, from which 
was drawn forth such material as had been formulated into a plan 
that Mr. Hay and his followers would not be able to circumvent. 
In short, the present representatives should be returned again to 
Power and glorious results would assuredly follow, Mr." Hay and 
his followers would then be relegated to that obscurity and con- 
tempt which, let me say, is, alas! too often the destiny of noble, 
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honest, though unsuccessful effort. Time, which solves. all 
problems, solved this one also. The by-law was submitted. Its 
opponents fought it from stage to stage, and; like the Boers in 
South Africa, were no sooner driven from one refuge than they 
entrenched themselves behind another. The final vote, after 
numerous amendments, was taken on the original sum of $120,000, 
which was carried amid great excitement by a majority of one, 
All the southern representatives, with the exception of Mr. Thomas 
Ballantyne, voted against it. Mr. Ballantyne was then reeve of 
Downie, and his vote on this oceasion (one of the best he ever 
gave), Weakened his support when he appealed to the electorate on 
other occasions. In Blanshard only one vote was recorded in its 
favor. In Hibbert, Fullarton and Downie majorities against it 
were decisive, The northern townships, however, with Stratford, 
gave overwhelming majorities for it. ‘The by-law was carried and 
‘cur county increased its debt $120,000. 

Before dismissing this measure, which greatly agitated our 
people during its progress, those who opposed it honestly will 
acknowledge now that it was a great and useful measure, giving 
a feeling of unity to this county that did not previously exist. ‘The 
determination of Mr, Hay and that vote of Mr. 
been productive of great results, Portions of nd Elma, 
which were said to be fit only for wolves, and whose ratepayers, 
led by Mr. Hay, were animated by the same voracious spirit as 
their marauders, are now transformed, largely by the agency of 
this railroad, into beautiful sections of agricultural country. It 
must be gratifying now for those veterans of the olden time, who 
hhad confidence in the splendid material interests awaiting develop- 
ment in this northern part, to see that fruition of their honest 
endeavor which has followed their efforts. In some sections great 
level plains extend as the eye can reach, supplying dairying 
material, whose product manufactured into cheese has made this 
county famous everywhere for its proficiency in that branch of 
farm industry. Along this line of railway north, which was built 
through a swamp, are now fertile fields, fine farm buildings, 
homes of an industrious and law-abiding people. The much 





vaunted fertility of the southern part.of this county will be soon 
eclipsed by a greater richness in many sections of that once de- 
spised north, and the day is not far distant when it will contribute 
as much, nay, more to the finances of this county than will amply 
repay all parties for any increased expenditure made in theit 
bball 

Tt was several years subsequent to these grants being made 
before any further increase was made to county liabilities. As 
early, however, as 1866, or exactly thirteen years after the first 
county buildings had been completed, a motion was introduced to 
construct a new jail. A few years later an agitation originated 
for erecting @ new court house as well. It seems marvellous that 
a building costing over $20,000 should have been so ill suited to 
its purpose that in thirteen years a desire should be expressed for 
its removal. Many ratepayers of this county will remember that 
imposing old Temple of Justice, crowning the summit of a low 
bill, north of Lake Victoria. Under that grand old portico, 
supported by a row of columns in imitation of the Pantheon, 


pioneer jurymen, smoking black tobacco in old clay pipes, and clad 
in homespun, reclined in oblivious unconcern of all the world, or 


remembered only a little clearing away in the backwoods which 
they called home. Within this building the blind goddess had sat 

her wavering balance for only a few years, when she 

wed a palace of greater splendor, worthy of her ancient 
privileges, and commensurate with the dignity of those duties she 
was called on to perform. It is true that within its doors those 
several cells or dormitories, dignified by the name of county offices, 
were dark, miserable little dens. These dens were arranged on 
each side of a narrow passage which ran through the centre of the 
building, denominated corridors, and were like rat holes in an old 
tenement. 

During a period of twenty years, from 1865 to 1885, in spite of 
Brand juries, in spite of judges, in spite of mandamuses and 
inspectors, with all the machinery modera civilization has formu 
lated to coerce public bodies, the council refused to move for 
better accommodation. On several occasions they passed votes 
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of censure on grand juries for their presentments regarding new 
buildings. These they regarded as echoes of his Lordship’s 
charge, who knew little of the people, and, it is presumable, cared 
as little. For ten years previous to erecting’ the present buildings 
the minutes present a policy of temporizing, procrastination, of 
motions and counter motions, such as would do honor to the 
highest court in this land. ‘The municipal ship during those 
years was not sailing in smooth waters. Our debt was oppre 
sive, councils were pestered by recommendations from grand 
juries, In 1873 they had added $120,000 to our already heavy 
burdens. They felt that caution was necessary, and it was not 
till 1885 that they decided to add another $100,000 to their for- 
mer obligations, and contracts were let for the present county 
buildings to Scrimgeour Bros., of Stratford, at a cost of $95,000. 
‘The last great work undertaken by this county was a house of 
refuge, erected at a cost of $15,990, by Mr. Clark, of Toronto. It 
is said “the poor ye have always with you,” and as early as 1856 
a motion was introduced (which was not carried out) making: pro- 
vision for this unfortunate class. Previous to constructing this 


home, indigents received small sums from local municipalities, 
which were often supplemented by charity from their immediate 
neighbors. All such grants were inadequate to supply even the 
most ordinary necessaries of life, and seemed only sufficient to 
prolong the wretchedness of the recipient, rather than mitigate his 
distress. Poor creatures, in many cases, were domiciled in 


miserable shanties on roadsides, and whether deserving or not, 
they were human and entitled to sympathy and attention. The 
house of refuge is a noble charity and worthy of our people. ‘There 
is no gratification equal to that arising from help extended to 
those who are helpless. Every ratepayer should visit this hom: 

see the table he has spread, the comfort he has bestowed, and the 
provision he has made for many who were old, friendless, and for- 
saken. To those who are stili able to perform a little labor, the 
farm in connection affords an opportunity. Many who, by age or 
infirmity, are unfit to engage in manual labor, receive care and 
attention from attendants. To those visitors who find pleasure in 





the happiness of others, itis pleasing to note, as you pass along 
the corridors, apartments with many appointments of home life. 
Here is a room occupied by an aged pair, and so strong is the 
domestic instinct in woman that even in this place she has dis- 
played her ingenuity and handiwork in embellishing the walls until 
it looks like “Home, sweet home." The regulation that obtained, 
believe, in some houses of refuge in other counties of separating 
aged couples was a barbarous one, and is, I hope, discontinued 
and a more humane system adopted. 

‘As might be expected, equalizing those assessments upon which 
are based all county rates was from the earliest period a matter 
ofcontention. Long and unyielding were those struggles between 
champions from the north with those of the more fertile and better 
improved south regarding this important function. ‘There was no 
question affording more scope for an ingenious representative, 


whether as a manipulator of figures or asa leader of men. ‘The 
faimess, however, with which this matter was disposed of for a 
period of nearly fifty years is in itself tribute to the watchfulness 


and political sagacity of the council, During the December ses. 
sions of 1853 the assessors were asked to report regarding this 
matter of equalization. A committee was also appointed, composed 
of Messrs. Guest, Grant, Ford, Monteith and Christie, who re- 
ported on this question as follows : 

“The rolls for North Easthope too high—discount five per cent.; 
Logan, correct ; Ellice, correct ; Downie, ditto ; Fullarton, ditto ; 
South Easthope, too low, add 20 per cent.; Blanshard, same 
deliverance ; Hibbert, same ditto ; Mornington, low, add § per 
cent. (Signed), Ronert Cusistte, Chairman.” 

Upon this equalization was based the frst rate levied for county 
Purposes, amounting to £1,860 ($7,000.00). In 1874 the ques- 
tion of equalization was submitted to Judge Lizars, who examined 
several parties on oath as to valuations, and formulated a schedule 
setting forth values in all the municipalities. This did not remain 
long satisfactory, and, indeed, no equalization could long remain 
0. Those conditions affecting the value of property were, and 
are now, changing so rapidly that what may be a fair and equit- 
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able arrangement now in a very short period would be found to be 
unjust and oppressive in many sections, During 1887 an exhaust 
ive and systematic valuation was again made. ‘The late John Me- 
Millan, Esq., M.P., with Mr. Long, an ex-warden of Waterloo 
county, personally examined every farm in the county. A report 
made by those gentlemen, perhaps the best that could be don 

has formed the basis of equalization ever since, but may now be 
said to be obsolete and no longer reliable as to values. In that 
portion of our county lying south of the Huron road a valuation 
of any one township would be applicable to all. There is no 
appreciable difference as to local conveniences or marketing facili= 
ties. In those municipalities north of the Huron road conditions 
are different. Their marketing facilities may be equally good, 
the soil may be as fertile, and, indeed, a portion of it isconsidered 
much more so than that of the south, | Much of the land is equally 
well improved, Notwithstanding these co-relations in_circum= 
stances any basis of equalization decided upon without having 
due regard to those large expenditures incurred in reclamation of 
waste lands would be unfair and unjust. ‘These waste lands were 
useless for any purpose until a system of drainage was introduced. 
If they are now valuable the county is not to be thanked for it. A 
time may not be far distant when they will contribute largely to the 
county treasury, but that should not be until the liabilities incurred 
in their reclamation are discharged. To equalize these lands at 
their present value would be to place a double burden upon those 
who reside on them. They would first be taxed for county pur- 
poses, and second, they would be taxed to pay those loans which 
made them worth taxing. It is not a good argument to say that 


large quantities of timber realizing goodly sums have b 


obtained in process of clearing. That could be argued in regard 
to all the townships. But these are questions for the council, 
rather than for the historian, to consider 

While these events were transpiring and a steady progress was 
being made from old pioneer days to those of comfort and con- 
venience, Perth county had assumed financial burdens from which 
it has not yet been released, That the Tiabilities incurred by our 
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representatives for aiding and developing our natural resources 


iwere appropriated and disbursed with great economy and skill no 
fone will deny. That a large portion of the funds so granted has 
been a total loss, so far as their recovery in currency is concerned, 
equally true. If, on the other hand, we consider those evolu. 
tionary methods which gave us gravel roads, railroads, ete-, and 
consequently an enhanced value of property, although out loss 
has been great we are largely indemoified for the outlay. 
Since the organization of this county in x85r there has been 
borrowed for original investment upwards of $570,000 in round 
numbers. OF this amount $200,000 was alloted to us at our 
separation from Huron and Bruce as our share of £125,000, 
borowed to aid in constructing the Brantford, Buffalo & Lake 
Huron Railway. When this road was merged with the present 
Buffalo & Lake Huron Railway all of this sum was swept 
away and lost. Of $88,000 borrowed for building gravel roads 
1000 was lost. During those years that tolls were 
collected there was received from this source about $2,000 
per annum or @ gross sum of $30,000. It is true these roads 
were given to the municipalities subsequent to removal of 
toll-zates, but without any consideration, leaving the county still 
liable forthe original debt. The old qounty buildings which cost 
$20,000, were at the end of 35 years written off as an asset. The 
sum of $120,000, voted in December, 1873, in aid of Stratford and 
Port Dover and Stratford and Huron R. R., never could be consid- 
ered as an asset ;it was a gift and is still to be paid, These, 
with $95,000 for new county buildings, $16,000 for the house of 
refuge, $30,000 to complete old gravel road disbursements, $7,000 
for South Perth registry office, $2,000 for registry office for North 
Perth, $4,000 for the old grammar school in Stratford, constitute 
the principal sums borrowed by this county since its organization 
in 1855, 
ubsequent to that period, when our first obligations were incur= 
red, certain payments in liquidation were made. With regard to 
those funds borrowed from the Municipal Loan Fund, amounting to 
$288,000, neither principal nor interest was paid for several years 
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prior to the distribution by the Government. In 1873, when a 
settlement was made, our actual debt amounted to $437,000. 
‘This pressed heavily on our people. Rates levied by the county 
were extreme, For more than one year great sums were collecte: 
Still our debt was increasing and something had to be done, 

‘The Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald on his retiring from the 
premiership, left in the treasury of Ontario available funds 
amounting to $3,000,000.00. Sir Oliver Mowat, who eventually 
became first Minister, proposed to divide this large surplus 
amongst those municipalities who had aided railways or in other 
directions had contributed to the development of the province. 
Perth County was indebted to this fund in the sum of $288,000, 
with several years’ interest accrued. $200,000 of this amount was 
a grant to Brantford and Lake Huron Railway, entitling our 
county to a share in this distribution. ‘The Government had for- 
mulated a plan of granting $2,000 per mile where aid had been 
given to railways. This seemed fair and equitable. In those years 
previous to a settlement being effected, Mr. D. D. Hay presented 
reports dealing with county liabilities. In 1873 a delegation com- 
posed of Robert Jones, Warden, Thomas Ballantyne, and William 
Davidson (present county clerk), were appointed to interview the 
Government in relation to qur share of this fund. With them was 
associated the late Andrew Monteith, county treasurer, and 
member for North Perth in the Local Legislature, who rendered 
valuable service. The whole of this delegation were able men, 
and formulated a most ingenious plan of their own for a settlement. 
While the Government had decided on granting $2,000 per mile, 
the delegation considered such a plan as unfair—and that any dis- 
tribution should be based on the funds lost, and not on the amount 
originally loaned. To enable the reader to understand this 
ingenious plan, we give an extract from the report: “For 
instance, in the Government calculation we found Brantford set 
down as assisting the railway to the extent of $500,000 and Strat- 
ford $100,000, while the former in reality only aided to the amount 
of $139,000, and the latter about $11,000. Brantford, like our~ 
selves, took stock in the same company to the amount of $100,000 
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and lost the whole. They, however, contracted @ second loan of 
$400,000, $40,000 of which was left for the payment of interest 
and sinking fund ; the balance was advanced to the Buffalo & 
Lake Huron Railway, on the security of its bonds, which they 
afterwards sold and realized in eash nearly $322,000, so that they 
only lost the amount above stated, Stratford realized $89,000 on 
their bonds, and lost only the above amount, We may here state 
that the number of mites from Fort Brie to’ Goderich is 161, whi 
at $2,000 per mile would be $322,000 or the whole road. Deduct 
ing the amount which Brantford and Stratford had realized for 
their bonds made $829,000 the total amount lost, and which 
amount would be the basis of adjusting the allowance, instead of 
$1,278,000 taken by the Government in the calculations referred 
to in the foregoing schedules, and which instead of giving twenty 
five cents on the dollar actually lost would be 3976 cents, or 
instead of this county receiving $50,000 it. would be $80,000, 
which $30,000 additional, when interest is calculated and come 
pounded annually for 19 years would be $70,000 of 1 difference 
between the two calculations, and would further reduce our 
indebtedness that amount.” The delegation succeeded in securing 
the adoption of this plan by the Government, thus liquidating in 
this transaction $130,000 of our county debt. We would advise 
any of our readers who may be interested in such matters to peruse 
this most elaborate and exhaustive report, which will be found in 
the council proceedings of 1873, June session, page 19. This is 
by far the most ingenious and logical paper ever given to the 
council, and well merited a vote of thanks, introduced by Mr 
Trow, for the distinguished services of the delegation. From this 
Period our liabilities were gradually reduced, notwithstanding 
those amounts voted to the Stratford & Huron Railway, and the 
cost of county buildings. In 1888, our total debenture debt was 
250,000. During 1892 further liabilities were incurred for erect. 
ing the house of refuge, which is our last loan obtained for special 
improvements, 

At present our liabilities are being largely reduced without any 
Additional taxation being laid on the people. According to the 
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last auditors’ report our debenture debt amounts to $203,400 
Meantime the house of refuge debentures are being paid annually 
as they mature. A sinking fund amounting to $8,000 yearly 
(which now amounts to $35,000) is being set apart to meet county 
buildings and railway debentures as they mature, The present 
actual debt, therefore, of this county, after deducting those 
amounts at credit in the sinking fund, will not exceed $170,000, 
or somewhat less than it has ever been since its organization. We 
may feel assured, therefore, that the beginning of the end is near, 
and in a very short time a final cancellation of our whole indebted 
ness will have passed into history. 

In 1896 we reached a period in our political life termed by the 
warden in an address, ‘almost revolutionary.” By an Act of the 
Legislature the constitution of county councils was entirelychanged, 
and representation by reeves and deputy reeves was abolished. 
‘This Act made provision for constituting a court to divide the 
county into districts or small constituencies, for electoral purposes, 
two representatives being sent from each as members of the 
board. No. 1 was composed of the township of Wallace and the 
town of Listowel ; No. 2, townships of Logan and Elma ; No. 3, 
the townships of Hibbert and Fullarton, and the town of Mitchell ; 
No. 4, the townships of Blanshard and Downie ; No. 5, the town 
ships of North and South Easthope ; No. 6, the townships of 
Ellice and Mornington, with the village of Milverton. At the 
December session in 1898, Mr. Thomas Ryan, warden, delivered 
a farewell address to the last county council of Perth elected 
under the old Act of 1850, We submit a synopsis of this addre 
as a fair embodiment of the feelings of a certain section of our 
people regarding this change. In a paragraph the warden finely 
and truthfully says: "To accomplish all this (referring to the 


progress of the county) required work and perseverance, and the 


success is largely attributable to the sturdy pioneers. The men 
comprising the early councils should not be forgotten. They had 
difficulties to contend with and obstacles to overcome, and it is 
fitting that this, the last meeting of the last council under the 
existing law, should contribute to the memories of those who 
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have passed away some eulogy in appreciation of their efforts 


early years, and to those who are still living who served from 


thirty to forty years ago, a few of whom we may here mention, 
viz., David Catheart in 1856, D. D, Hay in 1860, P. R. Jarvis 
and John McDermott in 1861, Abraham Davidson in 1862, Thomas 
Stoney in 1864, George Leversage in 1866, Hon. Thomas Ballan- 
tyne in 1867, and the present clerk, William Davidson, in 1868, the 
latter having been present at every meeting for twenty-nine years. 
We extend the hope that those who are still remaining with us, 
though in the sere and yellow, may be spared for many years, 
though many of them have passed the allotted term of life.” To 
this band of old municipal veterans the historian will add the name 
of Andrew Monteith, who was in harness continually for a period. 
of over forty years. 

‘The warden says further in another part of his address (indicat 
ing that he is breathing an atmosphere of sad farewells) in 
opposition to this measure that : “This council has already 
expressed by a unanimous resolution that the change is not a 
desirable one, and asking for its repeal as soon as convenient to 
have it done. I might be induced to favor a reduction in the 
number of representatives, but I cannot but look with disfavor on 
the probable disfranchising of a rural municipality, as may be 
under the new law, and shall hope before long to see the statute 
so altered that we will be represented here from each municipality. 
by the head thereof, The plea put forth in favor of the change is 
not founded on fact, that of preventing a system of what is known, 
as dogerolling ; such of late years has not been known to exist.”” 

While this may be true, it is equally true that as early as 1865 
the council expressed a desire by resolution of the board for 
reducing the number of representatives, Such resolutions, reo 
Peated subsequently, indicate that in their opinion fewer 
Fepresentatives would be sufficient to protect the interests of the 
People. There should, therefore, be no fault found in giving effect 
to those feelings so unequivocally expressed. As to the method 
adopted by government, in their wisdom they considered it right. 
‘The county council when the period of dissolution came thought it 
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was wrong. ‘The government from disinterested motives reduced 


the representation. ‘The council from interested motives desired 
no interference. ‘The impartial student of municipal history will, 
wwe think, endorse the action of the government. He will do so 
for several reasons. rst. Because the Municipal Act contemplates 
no other form of taxation under its provisions than a direct tax 
fon property. 2nd. In that case representation should be based on 
taxable substance in proportion to its value and not on population, 
the plan that formerly existed, To elect representatives on a 
basis of population gave excess of power to the proletariat, giving 
them control for municipal expenditure of the property of those 
holding larger estates. To illustrate this, a town or village paying 
a tax of $2,000 for county purposes may have a population 
sufficient to entitle them to three representatives at a county 
board, Another municipality, from its greater wealth, may be 
asked to contribute $3,000, but because of its smaller population 
would be entitled to only two members. It is clear, therefore, 
that a municipality with a greater number of ratepayers and 
smaller taxable property will control a richer municipality with 
smaller population and greater taxable property. This principle 
‘we hold to be antagonistic to the spirit of equal rights character 
istic of municipal law, and the present Act removes a long existing 
evil by arranging districts so that the taxable substance will 
control to a greater extent the hand that marks the ballot. 

While this excellent measure may have had, and still has, its 
‘opponents, it might be well for us to consider, in the event of 
a further change being made, whether it would not be better 
rather than increase the representation, to reduce it still further. 
‘We are inclined to think the latter would be to our advantage 
There is danger under the existing law that in case of an equaliza- 
tion, two representatives from one district might be found in 
opposition to each other. It is hoped, however, that this question 
will not be left to county commissioners, but in all cases shall be 
decided by a court of practical men residing outside of county 
limits. It is argued also by opponents of this measure that the 
standard of ability in local councils has been lowered by with- 
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drawal of our ablest men to county boards. While this may be 
flattering to the commissioners, the statement has no foundation in 
fact. Able men are not peculiar to any age or period ; neither are 
they all made into county commissioners. Progressive young men 
fre taking the places of those older Gamaliels at our township 
poards, and in this county, thus far, they have no reason to be 
ashamed of their records. 

In 1835 the first parliamentary election in the district was held, 
Captain Dunlop and Col. VanEgmond being candidates. Dunlop 
was elected. Although a Tory, he was opposed to the Family 
Compact in Toronto. This clique, aided and supported by the 
Governor, devoted their energies and their talents to promoting 
their own material interests as far as possible at the expense of the 
province. This county at that period had half a dozen voters who 
walked to Goderich and recorded their votes, one half in direct 
‘opposition to the other, and both, of course, in the interest of good 
government. It is said that the hustings for the nomination was 
thrown down and burned the evening previous to that event by a 
set of jolly boys who were not favorable to, or rather did not care 
for, either party. Ab, those were grand old days when a gentleman 
could be a gentleman and exercise his prerogative as a free citizen 
by burning the hustings or helping out the phrenological develop- 
ment of a prosy candidate by the application of a stout cudgel ! 

In 1841 Dr. Dunlop was again a candidate, being opposed by 
James McGill Strachan (son of Bishop Strachan), a lawyer in 
Goderich. ‘The doctor, as the result of a protest, was declared 
elected. In 1844 Dunlop, who had in the meantime been appoint- 
ed superintendent of canals, was succeeded by William Cayle 
who defeated Mr. Longworth, an old officer of the Canada 
Company. In 1831 Mr. Cayley was defeated by Mr. Malcolm 
Cameron. ‘This was the last contest in the United Counties. 
Previous to the next election in 1854 Perth had become an 
independent county, and was now entitled to send a member to 
Parliament. On this occasion the candidates were T. M. Daly, 
‘who was inclined to support the Reform side, and Mr. Alexander 
Mitchell of Shakespeare, who was defeated. At the general 
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election of 1857, Mr. Daly, who was now a very pronounced 
Conservative, defeated William McDougall by a large ma 
In 1862 the Hon. Michael Foley was elected, defeating Mr 
Mr. Foley was also elected for Waterloo at this period, and 
chose to sit for that county, when another contest took place for 
the vacant seat in Perth. In 1863 Mr. Robert McFarlane, a 
partner of the late Judge Lizars, compelled Mr. Daly to retire, 
although the majority against him was not large. This was the 
last election previous to Confederation in 1867. In accordance 
with that change, Perth was divided into north and south ridings, 
each returning a member to the House of Commons at Ottawa, 
and a member to the Legislature in Toronto. The north riding 
was composed of the townships of North Easthope, Mornington, 
Wallace, Ellice, Elma, Logan, and the towns of Stratford 
and Listowel. The south riding comprised the townships of 
Bianshard, Downie, South Easthope, Fullarton and Hibbert, with 
the towns of St. Marys and Mitchell. These boundaries have 
been changed, however, as party or political exigences demanded, 
each party transforming the constituencies to suit its own purpose, 
4 most iniquitous system and a disgrace to Canadian poli 

At the election of 1867 for the Commons, in the North Mr. Daly 
was defeated by Mr. James Redford, while Mr. McFarlane carried 
the South against Mr. T, B. Guest of St. Marys. The election 
of 1872 again brought Mr. Daly and Mr. Redford into the field for 
the North, Mr. Daly on this occasion being elected, In the South, 
Mr. Kidd was defeated by Mr, James Trow of Shakespeare. In 
consequence of an event known in Canadian politics as the Pacific 
scandal, the House was dissolved in 1873. In the new election 
Mr. Trow was elected by acclamation for the South, and Mr 
Andrew Monteith defeated Mr, Redford in the North. This elec 
tion was protested and declared void, when Mr. Monteith tried 
the issue with Mr. James Fisher of Stratford, the former being 
again elected. In 1878, memorable as the first contest at the 
inception of the National Policy, Mr. James Fisher again contested 
the North with Mr. Samuel R. Hesson, the latter being elected. 
In the South, after an exciting contest, Mr. Trow defeated Dr. 
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Hornibrook of Mitchell. Mr. Hesson was again elected in 1882 
against Robert Jones of Logan, and again in 1886 over Dr. John- 
son of Millbank, but was defeated in 1891 by Mr. James Grieve of 
Mornington, At the election of 1896 Mr. Grieve was defeated by 
Mr. Alexander F. MacLaren of Stratford, who was again elected 
over Mr. George Goetz of Ellice in rg00. In the South, the 
clection of 1882 found Mr, Trow opposed by Mr. T. B. Guest of 
St. Marys, the latter being defeated. In 1886 he was opposed. by 
Mr. Sharp of St. Marys, the latter being defeated. ‘The election 
of 1891 brought Mr. Trow and Mr. Sharp again into the field, the 
former being elected. On a protest this election was declared 
void. At the by-clection Mr. William Pridham of Fullarton, was 
Mr, Trow’s successful opponent. In 1896 Mr. Pridham was op- 
posed by Mr. D. W. Erb of Downie. At this contest an 
independent candidate was placed in the field, in the person of Mr. 
James Donald of Blanshard, Mr. Erb being elected. In 1900 Mr. 
Erb was again opposed by Mr. Pridham, the latter being defeated 
by a small majority. 

e elections for the Legislature of the Province have been 
characterized by the same variable results to both parties. At the 
first election after Confederation, in 1867, the candidates in the 
North riding were Andrew Monteith and D. D. Hay, Mr. Monteith 
being elected by a large majority, In the South, Mr. Trow de- 
feated Mr. Donovan, a Toronto lawyer. In 1871 Mr. Guest de- 
feated Mr, Trow in the South by a small majority, Mr. Monteith 
deleating Mr. Thomas Ballantyne in the North. Mr, Monteith 
during this parliament resigned to contest the seat for the 
Commons, when another election was held, Mr. Daly defeating 
Mr. James Corcoran of Stratford. Mr. Hay and Mr. Daly were 
again the candidates in 1875, the former being elected by a good 
majority. In the South, Mr. Ballantyne opposed Mr. George 
Leversage, the latter being defeated. Mr. Ballantyne held the 
Seat up till 1894, having in the meantime defeated Mr. Jacob 
Brunner, Mr. W. R. Davis on two occasions, and Mr. George 
Leversage a second time also, In 1894, however, Mr. Ballantyne 
was defeated by Mr. John McNeil, an independent candidate, by a 
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small majority. Since this election Mr. Ballantyne has not again 
been a candidate. The election of 1898 brought into the field two 
new candidates, in the persons of William Caven Mos 

yer of St. Marys, and Mr. Nelson Monteith, a Downie farmer. 
Mr. Monteith was elected by a majority of 14 votes. A scrutioy 
was demanded by Mr. Moscrip, on the ground of an irregularity 
in printing the ballots, which on a recount before Judge Barron 
were declared for Monteith, but whose decision was reversed by a 
higher court in Toronto. Mr, Moscrip took the seat. Mr. 
Monteith protested the election and the seat was declared vacant, 
In the meantime Mr. Moscrip had accepted a position in Stratford, 
when Mr. Valentine Stock, a merchant of Tavistock, was brought 
out against Mr. Monteith, the former being defeated by a small 
majority. In the North, at the election of 1879, Mr. Hay was 
opposed by Mr. John McDermott of Wallace, Mr. McDermott 
being declared elected. On a recount being demanded by Mr. 
Hay a scrutiny of the ballots reversed the decision and Mr. Hay 
was declared elected. In the next contest Mr. Hay was defeated 
by Mr. George Hess of Listowel, who held the seat till the elec. 
tion of 1890, when he was defeated by Dr. Ahrens of Stratford. 
This election was declared void and another contest took place 
between Mr. Thomas Magwood of Mornington and Dr. Ahrens, in 
which the former was successful. In 1894 Mr. G. G. MePherson, 
Q.C., of Stratford, contested the seat with Mr. Magwood and was 
defeated, Mr. Magwood held the seat till 1898, when he was 
defeated by Mr. John Brown of Stratford. At the next contest, in 
May, 1902, Mr. Stock was elected in the South over Mr. Nelson 
Monteith, and Mr. John C, Monteith defeated Mr. Brown in the 
North, . 

OF the gentlemen who have contested or held seats in this county 
Messrs. Daly, Andrew Monteith, Hesson, McDermott, Magwood, 
MacLaren, Guest, Sharp, Pridham, Davis, Leversage, Dr. Horni- 
brook, Kidd, Nelson Monteith, and John C, Monteith were Con- 
servatives, and Messrs. Ballantyne, Hay, Foley, Fisher, Corcoran, 
Moscrip, Trow, Stock, Brown, and McFarlane were Liberals. 
Mr. MeNeil, who was formerly a Reformer, and Mr. Robert Jones, 
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who was a Conservative, ran as Independents. Mr. James 
Donald was also a Reformer, now Independent. 

“The population during ten years subsequent to 1830 made but 
litle increase. At the first census in 1852 it had reached 15,54 
In 1870 this had again increased to 46,536, the largest increase 
ever made in aay one period. In 188, or twenty years afterwards, 
the population reached its highest point in our history, being: 
4o.184. Daring the next ten years it had receded, as in 1899 the 
total population returned by assessors was 48,544. ‘The census of 
root gives a result still lower. This decrease has taken place in 
the rural municipalities, the City of Stratford having largely ine 
creased during the last twenty years, with also a slight advance in 
Several towns and villages. In the chapter on agricultural evolu- 
tion T have pointed out what in my opinion has been the cause of 
the retragracle movement in our rural population 

‘While every corner of this county may now be said to be densely 
populated, material prosperity has kept pace with the progress 
made in other directions. According to a report issued by the 
Bureau of Industries for Ontario in 1899 real property was assessed. 
at, $26,000,000, and personal property and taxable income at 
$600,000 more. These figures are but an approximation, and to 
ascertain the actual value of real property in the rural districts at 
least 1§ per cent. may be added. In the matter of personal 
property and taxable income the amounts returned by assessors 
afford no indication ofits real value whatever. In assessing. this 
class of farm property abuses arising from imperfect valuations 
and the difficulty of arriving at exact liabilities affecting it led to 
an abolition of this tax several years ago. Those amounts set 
down as being the value of personal property and taxable income 
do not represent stock and appliances used by the agriculturst, 
bat rather the personality of those callings and occupations closely 
connected with agricultural commusities. While our population 
has receded, taxation per head has slightly increased. In 1899 the 
townships for all purposes were taxed $3.31, towns $7.08, villages 
$3.63, city of Stratford $5.07. The average taxation in 1899 
amounted to $6.39 per head, and in 1889 $5.74 
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Although representatives in this county have been extremely 
conservative in their retention of some of the officers, their con- 
duct in connection with others has been characterized by 4 
inconstance and fickleness. We subjoin the names of those officers 
appointed by the county council and their period of service up to the 
present time. To obviate repetition, the names of those composing 
the council board may be ascertained by reference to local municipal 
history, where reeves and deputies are given. 

For warden in 1851, the provisional council elected Sebastian 
Fryfogle as the first to hold that office in this county. In 1852 
William Smith, Downie, provisional council; 1833, William Smith, 
Downie ; 1854, William Smith, Downie; 1833, William Smith, 
Downie ; 1856, T. B. Guest, Blanshard ; 1857, Alexander Hamil. 
ton, North Easthope ; 1858, A. B. Orr, Stratford ; 1859, Alexander 
Grant, North Easthope ; 1860, Andrew Monteith, Downie ; 1861, 
William Smith, Stratford ; 1862, Andrew Monteith, Downie ; 
1863, Andrew Monteith, Downie; 1864, Andrew Monteith, 
Downie ; 1865, Thomas Ford, Fullarton ; 1866, Thomas Ford, 
Pullacton ; 1867, Thomas Ford, Fullarton ; 1868, Thomas Stoney, 
Stratford ; 1869, Thomas Stoney, Stratford ; 1870, James Trow, 
North Easthope ; 1871, Robert Jones, Logan ; 1872, Thomas 
King, Hibbert ; 1873, Robert Jones, Logan ; 1874, Robert Jones, 
Logan ; 1875, William Davidson, Pullacton ; 1876, William 
Davidson, Fullarton ; 1877, William Davidson, Fullarton ; 1878, 
William Davidson, Fullarton ; 1879, John McDermott, Wallace 
1880, Valentine Kertcher, Mornington ; 1881, Jacob Brunner, 
Downie ; 1882, William Fletcher Sanderson, Blanshard ; 1883, 
Thomas Knox, Elma; 1884, James Dougherty, Mitchell ; 188; 
Thomas Knox, Elma ; 1886, George Leversag. ton ; 1887, 
George Leversage, Fullarton ; 1888, Alexander McLaren, Hibbert; 
1889, W. B. Freeborn, Mornington ; 1890, John MeMillan, North 
Easthope ; 1891, John Schaefer, South Easthope ; 1892, Andrew 
Kuhry, Ellice ; 1893, George V. Poole, Wallace ; #894, John A. 
Hacking, Listowel ; 1893, Tom Coveney, Logan ; 1896, Thomas 
Ryan, Hibbert ; 1897, Nelson Monteith, Downie ; 1898, James 
Torrance, Milverton ; 1899, Thomas E. Hay, Listowel ; 1900, 
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William Fletcher Sanderson, Blanshard ; 1go1, James Dickson, 
Elma; 1902, Charles Merryfield, Logan. In 1878 Mr. William 
Davidson resigned the office of warden to accept that of county 
clerk, and Mr, Robert Keyes of Logan was elected for the balance 
of the year as warden, 

‘The county of Perth has had two clerks only during its muniei 
pal existence of over fifty years. Stewart Campbell was appointed 
by the provisional council in 1851, and held office continuously, 
excepting one year (when Mr. McDonald was appointed) till 1878. 
Mr. Campbell was a careful and efficient officer, and some of the 
older local clerks, several of whom are still left, well remember 
the jovial, happy-looking man with whom they met in the old 
county buildings. In 1878, from old age, Mr. Campbell was 
compelled to retire and was succeeded by the present clerk, Mr. 
William Davidson, then reeve of Fullarton, who had occupied. the 
wardens chair for the fourth consecutive year. Mr. Davidson had 
a long training for this position and a wide knowledge of munici- 
pal business—perhaps in advance of any other public man in the 

Mr. J. C. W. Daly was appointed provisional treasurer, holding 
office during the period of that body. On completion of the 
county organization he was followed by Mr. Alexander McGregor, 
who held office for eleven years. In 1865 Mr. Andrew Monteith, 
who had been warden for three previous years, was appointed and 
held the position until the time of his death in 1896, a period ex- 
tending over thirty years. Mr. Monteith was succeeded by Mr. 
George Leversage, reeve of Fullarton, who discharged the duties 
till his death in 1900. He was succeeded by Mr. George Hamilton 
of Sebringville, school teacher, who had taught in the village for 
4 period of twenty-five years, 

The office of school superintendent was first held by the late Dr. 
Hyde of Stratford, who succeeded Charles Fletcher, distriet super 
intendent. In 1856 Dr. Hyde tendered his resignation, and was 
succeeded by Rev. Thomas McPherson, also of Stratford, Mr. 
McPherson held the position till 1859, when the county was 
divided into six districts, and local superintendents were appointed 
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for each. Rev. Mr. Smith of St. Marys was appointed for district 
No. 1, being the township of Blanshard ; Rev. Thomas McPherson 
for No. 2, composed of North and South Easthope; Rev. E. 
Patterson for No. 3, Downie and Ellice ; Rev. Mr. Hamilton for 
No. 4, Logan, Fullarton and Hibbert ; Rev. Alexander Drum 
mond for No. 5, Mornington and Elma; Rev. Mr. Drinkwater 
for No. 6, township of Wallace. The remuneration allowed 
inspectors was $5.00 for each school per annum, This system 
continued tll 1871, when the School Act was amended and one 
inspector appointed for the whole county. ‘This new plan has been 
attended with good results and productive of much improvement 
in our public schools. The late William Alexander, who was first 
inspector, discharged the whole duties for this county during a 
number of years, sehen it was divided into two districts of North 
and South. Mr. Alexander retained his position for the North, 
and John M. Moran, a teacher in Stratford schools, was appointed 
in the South. This arrangement continued only for a short time, 
however, when both were re-united under the inspectorate of Mr. 
Alexander, who held the position most acceptably to all parties 
until his death, Subsequent to the death of the old inspector, 
Mr. William Irwin, who was a teacher in Listowel, was appointed 
for the united ridings. For further remarks on schools see chap- 
ter on education. 

‘The office of jail surgeon, a place of more dignity than emolument, 
has during fifty years been held by many medical gentlemen of 
Stratford, and is characterized by a sort of itinerancy, the late Dr. 
Shaver retaining the position for a much longer period than any 
others honored by this appointment. The present jail surgeon is 
Dr. Dunsmore of Stratlord. If, however, the position of jail 
surgeon has been like a moveable feast on the calendar, the audi 
ors, who hold a most responsible position, like the dove sent 
ut from the ark, can be said hardly to find a resting place for 
their feet, every year nearly making a change. Mr. James Jones 
of Mitchell is the only auditor who may be said to have had any 


permanence in the position, having held the office for a number of 
years. Mr. MacBeth of Milverton, appointed in 1gor, is the col- 
league of Mr. Jones on the board, 

















CHAPTER V. 
EDUCATION —PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 


In that struggle which characterized pioneer life at its outset, 
when men in the bush fought the battle manfully against want, 
they had no sooner mastered the difficulties of their situation than 
they began to make provision for educating theie children. While 
their own dwellings were of the most wretched kind, their daily fare 
coarse and unpalatable, when comfort (as we understand it) was 
unknown, and pleasure was found largely in a hope of better days, 
‘the measure of their solicitude regarding the education of their 
offspring was full to overflowing. Nearly all settlers in this 
county were old country people, where facilities for the poor 
obtaining even a small modicum of learning could be said hardly 
to exist. Humble as their lot had been in the old land, humble as 
it was in the woods, they felt that even in their lonely walks of 
life a little knowledge of books would have been useful, not only 
to enable them to pursue their vocation more intelligently, but it 
would also have been a source of pleasure where none other could 
be obtained. It is therefore not surprising that we find old records 
indicating that the first taxes levied on the ratepayers were largely 
for the establishment of schools. For example, in Downie the 
first hundred pounds ever collected, under the Act of 1841, was set 
apart, sixty per cent. for education and forty per cent. for improve- 
‘ment of roads. On referring to the reports of pathmasters in 1842, 
where a graphic description is given of the condition of our high 
ways, we cannot but admire that pluck and determination of those 
old settlers, who, although they were in danger of losing their 
oxen on crossways or in mud holes, so resolutely clung to the idea 
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that their children must be educated. It is proper to state also 
that the first dollar of money ever borrowed by any township in 
this county was borrowed for the purpose, not of building roads, 
nor of constructing bridges, nor of carrying out those improve- 
ments which would enhance the value of property, but largely for 
building schools. 

It appears to be a matter not of sufficient importance that we 
should trace formations, alterations or extensions of the school 
sections in this county. Beyond giving an idea of the trend of 
settlement it is of little consequence, as a matter of history, 
whether a certain lot was added to a section or its limits extended 
by any particular council or in any particular year. It is desirable 
to know, however, the number and character of buildings provided 
for educational purposes at the various stages of development in 
Perth County, as indicative of that marvellous progress made 
during the last fifty years. At what time the first school was 
erected it would be difficult to say. This certainly occurred pre- 
vious to 1840, that period being stated by some of our local 
historians. In the eastern portion of Downie and that district 
comprising parts of North and South Easthope a number of set 
ters had located previous to 1835. During that year, if not at an 
earlier period, J. J. E. Linton had opened a private school near 
Stratford, Mrs. Linton teaching another in North Easthope, which 
were undoubtedly the first schools in this county. 

In an excellent paper published by Judge Woods of Stratford, 
which contains much important information regarding school 
legislation in Upper Canada, of which we are availing ourselves in 
this chapter, he has overlooked one or two historical points 
regarding the formation of school sections in the district surround- 
ing Stratford. 

At the first meeting of the district council for the counties of 
Huron, Perth and Bruce, holden at Goderich, the eighth day of 
February, 1842, in pursuance of an Act of the first session of the 

st provincial parliament of Canada, passed in the fourth and 


fifth year of our Sovereign Lady Victoria, and entitled “An Act to 
provide for the better internal government of that part of this 





province which formerly constituted the Province of Upper Canada, 


by the establishment of local or municipal authorities therein,” 
William Dunlop, Esq., M-P.P., warden, we find it was 

“Moved by Mr, Daly, seconded by Mr, Helmer, that South 
Easthope be divided into two sections as far as lot 36 inclusive— 
that the first division extend from the Wilmot line to lot 15 
inclusive, line of division north, Huron Road, and on the south, 
Zorra. The second division is to include lot 16 and lot 36, lines 
of division, Huron Road and Zorra.”” While these divisions may 
not seem perfectly clear, they are copies of minutes. At the same 
meeting it was 

“Moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Sebring, that the 
townships of Fullarton, Downie and Ellice form a school section, 
beginning at lot 6 inclusive of Fullarton; then east to lot 9 
inclusive of Downie ; then from lot 19 inclusive of Ellice to the 
fine between Logan and Ellice, the north line of the division 
to be the unoccupied lands, and the south line to be the township 
of Blanshard.” 

“Moved by Mr. Helmer, seconded by Mr. Galt, that the town- 
ship of North Easthope be divided into three school sections, as 
follows : viz., rst. Commencing at the Wilmot line, west to lot 
ten the Huron road, north to the boundary line. and. Com- 
mencing from lot 10 to lot 21 on the Huron road, north to the 
boundary line. grd. Commencing from lot 20 to lot 37 on the 
Huron road, north to the boundary line.” 

“Moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Sebring, that lot 7 
inclusive to lot 18 inclusive to the unoccupied lands, and that the 
lirst concession of Downie, embracing lots 7 and 18, be a school 
district." 

loved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Chalk, that the Gore of 
Downie from lot 6 in the third concession to Zorra line be a school 
district.” 

It was further moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Chalk, that 
from lot No. 1 to 18 in the second concession of Downie, both 
inclusive south to Blanshard, be a school district, 

The foregoing school sections were certainly the first to be 
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formed in what is now the county of Perth, It is unfortunate 
that the records extending from this meeting up to 1847 are 
lost, and, that except where reference may have been made to 
them in subsequent proceedings of the board, we have no informa- 
tion regarding their operations. Between 1842 and 1847, however, 
a large number of school sections south of the Huron road were 
organized, and that mass of legislation under the Act of 1841 and 
extending on down under the Act of 1850 in greater or less volume 
to our own time, had begun to accumulate. The trend of new 
settlements and a continuous advance of the pioneer deeper and 
deeper into the forest led to constant changes in boundaries of 
those districts as laid down by Mr. Daly and those associated with 
him. Whenever a backwoodsman of more adventurous spirit 
than others penetrated along a creek of small rivulet, it may have 
been miles beyond his nearest neighbor, his location’ at once be- 
came the nucleus of a new settlement. ‘Thither came others from 
time to time until a number of families were settled near each 
other. This little community at once constructed a log school 
house in a spot most convenient to all. Where progress was so 
rapid as we find it to have been in many parts of this county these 
arrangements could only exist for a short period. The limits of 
every settlement were constantly extending until the first building 
was found to be located in a place entirely unsuitable and incon- 
venient to the majority, ‘Then a change would have to be made. 
As wealth accumulated in the townships, boundaries of old 
sections were constantly being circumscribed, and additional school 
districts formed out of portions of those already existing. This, of 
course, brought the schools much nearer to the children, who were 
enabled with less hardship to avail themselves of these provisions 
set apart for their education, These changes led to great excite 
ment amongst those particularly affected, in their efforts for and 
against such movements, and were a source of annoyance and 
embarrassment for many years to municipal councils, During 
later years certain machinery has been provided by the Public 
‘School Act, constituting a court of enquiry regarding such changes, 
and whose recommendations became a basis of alterations in 
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boundaries of union sections. This court is a great improvement 
fon the old system, in so far as it acts independently of any 
consequences at next election, which may or may not affect to some 
extent the decision of a township councillor in matters of this 
Kind, 

Having thus outlined the establishment and formation of school 
sections on general principles, it will be well to glance at the Act 
itself under whose provisions these changes were brought about, 

These school districts were organized under and by authority 
conferred on the district council by an Act, 5 Victoria, chapter 18, 
passed in 1841. All previous Acts relating to education were 
repealed, and this Act may be said to be the foundation of our 
present School system in this province. 

This Act provided for (1st) a permanent fund for common 
schools, (2nd) $200,000 to be granted to a common school fund, 
(3rd) the appointment of a superintendent of education, (4th) 
making the district council a board of education with certain 
defined powers, (5th) enabling townships or parishes to elect five 
common school commissioners, with duties defined in eleven sub- 
sections, one of which was to relieve poor persons from pay 
ment of teachers. Another is to see to matters generally, and 
report. It is specially set forth that the teacher must be a subject 
of Her Majesty by birth or naturalization. In accordance with 
authority given by section 5, a8 above, the first commissioners in 
Perth were elected in 1842, for Stratford and surrounding district. 
This board was composed of the five following gentlemen, who 
were chosen at a meeting held in the school house, Stratford, on 
the third day of January 1842 :—William Smith, James Monteith, 
John Gibb, Samuel Robb and Arad Priest, In 1843 the same 
‘commissioners were re-elected. 

Section No. 11 is a distinct recognition of a principle in. school 
legislation which has caused much discussion in latter years under 
the constitution of separate schools. In this section there is a 
clear and indisputable affirmation of that principle where it says 
“Provided always, and be it enacted that whenever any number 
of the inhabitants of any township or parish professing a religious 
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faith different from that of the majority of the inhabitants of such 
township or parish shall dissent from the regulations, arrange- 
ments or proceedings of the common school commissioners, with 
reference to any common school in such township or parish, it 
shall be lawful for the inhabitants so dissenting collectively to 
signify such dissent in writing to the clerk of district council with 
the name or names of one or more persons selected by them as 
trustee or trustees for the purpose of this Act, and may establish 
and maintain one or more school or schools and receive their pro- 
portion of the moneys appropriated by law. 

In 1846 was enacted 9 Victoria, chapter 17, enabling trustees to 
hold school lands as a corporation. By section 6 the council of 
every district was empowered (ist) to appoint superintendents, 
and (2nd) to divide townships into school sections. This latter 
clause, however, was simply an extension of power already granted 
by the Act of 1841, by authority of which Downie, North and 
South Easthope and Fullarton were divided into school sections 
by the council in Goderich. District superintendents were em- 
powered to prevent “the use of all unauthorized foreign school 
books in the English branches of education and to recommend the 
use of proper books.” A school section being formed, three 
trustees are to be elected at the first school section meeting in 
January in each year (sec. 28), the landholders and householders 
to be electors. Section 32 provides that separate schools may be 
established for Protestants and Roman Catholics in any locality 
Subsequent to 1850, when our present Municipal Act was intro- 
duced, the local boards appointed school superintendents, the first 
of whom was Alexander McGregor, for those districts around 
Stratford, Previous to 1850 superintendents of schools were 
appointed by the district council in Goderich ; and such has been 
the predilection of some of the old municipal clerks for concealing 
ames, that I was unable to discover that of district superintend- 
ent until I was informed by an old settler. I may state here that 
‘one local clerk, who held the position for at least four years, 
never during that period gave the name of a single representative 
officer in his municipality. In the county of Perth we find as local 
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superintendent the names of Alexander McGregor, Rev. Mr. 


Mtupherson and Rev. Mr. Patterson, both of Stratford, one a 
vresbyterian and the other an Anglican, and William Rath, Esq.» 
PLS. of Mitchell. In 1871 the School Act was further amended; 
the fice of local superintendent was abolished, and the county 
an esl was empowered to appoint a county inspector of schools. 
his change was an improvement on the old order of things, in 
fat it secured greater uniformity in school work. Moreover, 
Mince the inspector devoted his whole time to his official duties 
tater results could be obtained than were possible under the 
former plan, where the inspector's time and attention were divided 
between two such diverse duties as preaching and school 
supervision. 

TA few years after this change the county was divided into 
North and South Perth, and two inspectors were employed. This 
Continued only for a short period, however, when the two 
inspectorates were again united, and have remained so ever since 
Subsequent to Stratford being separated from the county for 
nunicipal purposes and erected into a city, inspection of the city 
Echols was withdrawn from that of the county, and an inspector 
appointed in their own interest by the city council. 

Tf we examine closely into the principles underlying the public 
school system of this country they will be found in many respects to 
fesemble those of the Scottish parish school, introduced by John 
Knox, the Scottish reformer. When he had completed his work 
of reformation in the church, by an infusion of democratic vitality 
and vigor into the parched and dried body of a dead spiritualism, 
he saw that the lifeblood of that system he had inaugurated must 
bbe kept up by the product of the schools. He, therefore, introduced 
into his own country what may be said to be the first school 
system in the world. He saw, also, that to derive the greatest 
amount of good from his new plan it would have to be broadened 
fut to meet and bring within its limits all classes and conditions of 
people. Any system of education which cannot be made avaitable 
to all, must necessarily deprive the state of a large portion of 
intellect, which, if developed and strengthened in a free school, 

6 





might be a great factor in the extension of its power and influence. 
Who can say in what strata of society the diamond may be found? 
And for fear that any gem may be lost, the state does well to test 
them all? 

‘The principle upon which Knox proceeded in his educational 
methods was based on this idea, that the state represented all the 
people, arid in its actions should promulgate only such legislation 
as would be of interest to all the people. To a full development 
of this plan it was necessary, therefore, to establish a school in 
every parish. A grant of public money was made for their 
maintenance. This was supplemented by a tax on all property in 
the parish. Altogether a rate of from ten pence to one shilling 
and three pence per month was charged for each pupil. Poor 
people could send their children to be educated without money and 
without price. The trustees were land owners in the parish, or 
their representatives, who superintended the whole, exactly as 
trustees ina Canadian school section, The difference, 
however, that the office of trustee descended by heirship along 
with the estate, ‘This trustee board employed the teacher, who 
was removed only for breach of trust or bad conduct. It was in 
advance of our Canadian system, in that a teacher's residence was 
always provided. Precaution was taken that only properly quali- 
fied men should be placed in these schools, as every parish school- 
master had to be a graduate of a university. This parish school 
was a combination of what in Canada is the public and grammar 
school. It was graded, and the teacher moved his pupil gradually 
upward from the first through the intermediate forms to the 
classics, where he left off to enter the university. It is true 
academies and grammar schools existed in Scotland, but they 
Were not a part of the national plan of education. Many of those 
seats of learning were most valuable, and were established and 
conducted by educated men as private schools. 

If the system of parish schools set up by Knox in Scotland was 
correlated with the genius of that people, it was found also in 
accord with tife progressive feeling of Canadians. ‘The proletariat 
of Scotland are not, and never were, republican, though they are 
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‘eminently democratic. The political cast of our electorate in this 
Country is exactly similar. Both people believe in a monarchical 
form of government, resting on a foundation of democracy. In 
the parish school was inculcated a sense of equality, regardless of 
‘social, political, or religious influence. In Canada it is the same. 
If-a boy is too poor to pay a fee for his education, let him come; 
jt will cost him nothing. If he is too poor to obtain suitable 
garments to wear, let him come; the parish will clothe him. If 
he is too poor to even get food to eat, let him come; the parish 
will feed him. It is to the eternal honor of Knox’s plan that the 
moment such an one as we have described passed through the 
portal of a school room then all social distinction ended, and that 
only of the God-given quality of mind began. A poor, ragged 
boy, with gaunt form and hungry-looking eye, may be the tion of 
his class, and on his shoeless feet stand conscious of his superiority 
as Dux. The son and heir of the Laird may have his place as 
booby, where he stands conscious of an abiding continuity, in 
monumental evidence of the superior flesh-forming qualities 
arising from a plenteous ration of whey porridge and braxy. 

When Dr. Ryerson, the great architect of Canada’s school 
system, visited Europe in quest of material for completing his 
educational scheme (the influence of which in Canada no man can 
ever measure), he found the old parish school was the only method 
at all suitable to the views of the Canadian people. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that our schools were modelled largely on 
the Scottish plan, with such modifications and extensions as those 
new conditions obtaining in this country demanded, Those of our 
readers who may be desirous of extending their enquiries into the 
principles of the two systems will find a striking analogy even in 
many of the details. 

Before leaving this part of our subject we may be permitted to 
point out with what zealous care both countries watch over their 
schools, Although the old system of Knox was planted amongst 
a people gross, vicious, stubborn, and the most turbulent in 
Europe, in a turbulent age, it grew as something indigenous to 
the soil. Its roots sank deep, and twined around the affections of 
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the nation. When the unfortunate Mary, Queen of Scots, lost 
her head, it had become vigorous. During the regency in her 
exile, it did not suffer. While England lost one church and 
gained another, it was still extending its influence. When Scot- 


land’s King left Holyrood, never to return, it was putting forth 
new leaves. In the heat of that terrific persecution, when the 
sanctuary of the Auld Kirk was dashed to earth, and the worship 
of God was a stolen privilege amidst heath, heather hills, and 
misty solitudes, it was still gaining new life. When the blood of 
a British King had imbrued British hands, and a stranger was set 
on Britain's throne; when the last of the Stuarts had died an 
exile, far from his native land, and a foreigner was crowned in 
Westminster, the old tree still fourished, It was not, therefore, 
till a seed from this ancient stem had been planted in Canada by 
Dr. Ryerson for a period of two score years, and amid our 
Canadian woods had grown to be a stout sapling, symmetrical 
and robust of form, that the venerable parent stem in Scotland 
was cut down, and a twig containing the old blood wedded to the 
vigour of Canadian youth, was planted in its stead, where, as the 
national school system of Great Britain, it is now spreading in a 
form worthy of such illustrious parentage, 

If the people of Scotland were jealous of their school system, 
the Canadians were equally so of theirs. It will be remembered 
that in Ontario, a few years ago, the then Minister of Education, 
Hon. G. W. Ross (who, by the way, was by far the greatest man 

party had in its ranks), introduced a new school book. This 
innovation in itself was trifling, and could have led tono disastrous 
consequences, It was met, however, by a perfect storm of 
disapproval from a large section of our people, and so far-reaching 
were its results that it nearly displaced the Government a few 

s subsequently. While those amendments made to the School 
‘Act may have been various during the last fifty years, they have 
not affected to any great extent its great general principles. 
Changes in schoo! buildings and premises throughout the county, 
indicating steady and solid improvement during that time, have 
been very marked. Although of late years inspectors have been 
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authorized, under certain amendments to the Public Schools Act, 
to compel trustees to provide suitable buildings and accommoda- 
tioas in order to secure a more efficient management of our 
Schools, this power has rarely or never been enforced. It is 
treditable to our people that in a majority of cases schoo! buildings 
provided by voluntary taxation were, for a considerable period, in 
idvance of the homes of the pupils who attended them. 

“The pioneer school house, rude and uninviting ast appeared, was, 
as a rule, more comfortable than the trough-roofed shanty that 
Stood amongst blackened stumps on the concession read, dignified 
by the name of a clearing. Those old schools were built of logs. 
[An area of 18x26 feet would be considered an average size ; the 
floor of boards, where they could be obtained, and roofed with oak 
clap-boards or soft elm bark. A roof formed of bark was durable 
and effective aguinst rain, but in winter afforded little protec 
tion from snow, Its walls would be erected by the settlers in one 
day and were of that character peculiar to all log buildings, a 
description of which will be found elsewhere. The clat and clay 
work was done in the most approved style, that is, the finger 
marks made in applying soft mud to the openings between the 
logs were all in geometrical lines, indicating that it was designed 
for educational and not for domestic purposes. There are those 
in this county who will remember that when they reached school in 
the winter season, before they could make their way in they may 
have had to effect an entrance otherwise than by the door, and 

the snow out. Like the shanty, log-school architecture did 
not change, remaining always the same, It was a low building, 
‘whose end elevation (towards that direction where a road would 
some day be) invariably contained the door. On each side were 
two windows and at the end farthest from the doorway was erected 
a chimney. In this part of the room was also a low platform, on 
Which stood the teacher's desk and chair. From this throne he 
could overlook those mischievous boys sent out to school, and 
exercise an authority as potent as if he were Emperor of all the 
Russias. Arrangements in the interior for the convenience of the 
children were simple, and such as might be expected in a seminary 
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whose external appearance was not prepossessing, In its side 
walls holes were bored and wooden pins inserted. Across these 
pins boards were laid, forming desks, which were occupied by those 
Pupils who were more advanced. In front of these desks were 
benches made of slabs, supported on pins inserted in auger holes 
made at each end. Across the building were other benches placed 
parallel. The pins supporting the front rows were short, forme 
ing low seats for small scholars. Each row was supplied with 
longer pins than that in front, thus elevating the seats one 
above another as they extended backward, Along its walls were 
hung a few cards with large alphabetical letters and a lonely map 
or two that seemed to have lost their way in the woods and 
crawled into this old school for shelter. In a certain section of 
Blanshard, after a long discussion at an annual meeting, there was 
obtained from the department in Toronto a globe about the size of 
a croquet ball, which, opening in the centre, displayed the eastern 
and western hemispheres. This addition to their school apparatus 
was considered a marvellous acquisition, placing that school in 
the front rank of our educational system in that township, There 
was no well except a hole dug in the woods ; there were no 
closets ; there was no school yard, or rather the whole section may 
have been said to be a school yard, since it all formed a portion 
of that illimitable forest. 

Daring summer the boys made sad havoc with those geometri- 
cal lines in the clay which filled the spaces between the logs, in 
order to improve ventilation with the least amount of scientific 
application, This mode of securing fresh breezes (in the warm 
period), laden with the aroma of the cedar swamp, had its 
disadvantages in winter, What if trustees did visit the’ premises 
in late autumn with a supply of glass and putty ; with spade and 
shovel to bank up the bottom logs! What if they did laboriously 


close up those apertures which the boys had with all due diligence 
opened in summer and would with all due diligence open again 
when next summer came round! It was usually late in the fall, 
and the work was imperfectly done. In winter, when a cold, 
biting frost had made strange fretwork on stream and window 
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pane, with a temperature far below zero, the children had a 
Practical illustration of this fact, that what may be a great good 
Peder certain conditions may be a great evil under others. That 
Ventilation which had been so desirable a few months previous was 
Tow insufferable, Shivering children would then gather around a 
great box stove, which stood near one end of the room, plied with 
Krood until it was red hot in every part. With hands and feet 
putstretched towards its glowing sides they vainly endeavored to 
find warmth and comfort, which a chill wind whistling in between 
Jogs and at the sagged windows rendered impossible. 

When such were the conditions under which children of oi 
old pioneers received their mental training, these circumstances in 
Connection with their teacher were uncomfortable indeed. He had 
fone advantage, however, in his profession ; he had variety in his 
home fife, If variety is the spice of life, then the lives of those 
‘old teachers must indeed have been spicy. In other words he 
poarded round amongst the settlers, his period of location with 
any one family being in proportion to the number of its pupils 
attending school 

‘The aspirations of these old schoolmasters were of a different 
character to those who occupy such responsible positions in our 
fools of to-day. While young men and women in this profes- 
sion now malke it a stepping-stone to other positions (not to higher), 
the old teacher remained in it until those whom he had trained 
came forward with more energy and pushed him aside. Although 
the standard of qualification was not so high in those days as itis, 
now, many of the pioneer schoolmasters were men of culture 
and well grounded attainments. Not infrequently well educat 
and of good family in the old land, they came to this country, as 
many like them did, without any of those qualities which alone 
could give them success in anew settlement. Prospects of being 
able to obtain a living when everything seemed against them 
Prompted them to seize with avidity an opportunity of humble 
independence in the teaching profession. It was better to be the 
recipient of a small stipend and board around, even when the 
cuisine was composed of beechnut pork and potatoes, than not to 
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board at all. Old teachers in this country, fifty or sixty. years 
ago, were largely of this class, and took up the ferule with profit 
to themselves and certainly with advantage to the people. Subse. 
quent to 1850 their condition was improved, in that they had 
regular boarding places and were paid a stated annual salary 

The standard of their certificates, however, remained about the 
same until 1865. A new regulation was introduced at that period 
recalling all the old certificates. Since the introduction of Dr. 
Ryerson’s system, education had made considerable progress both 
in Canada and the United States. During that period, therefore, 
several of those more advanced ideas from across the border had 
naturally erept into Canada, and were fast being incorporated into 
our own system. It was necessary for a 
efficiency in our schools that all new masters should be 
teach on more progressive principles. Examinations were, there. 
fore held, demanding a different standard of attainment from those 
formerly required. “This had the effect of removing from the pro 
fession a large number of the old men, and enhancing the 
remuneration of those who were able to remain, 

For a number of years after this weeding out process, a scarcity 
of teachers rapidly enhanced the remuneration paid for their ser- 
vices. In Blanshard as high as $600 per annum was paid to con 
Petent men. This order of things continued until 1885, when the 
highest point may be said to have been reached. Since that time 

salaries have been steadily decreasing until a year or two ago, 
when a change took place. At present the compensation paid to 
an average teacher is $376 for males and $280 for females. 

Since 1865 a higher standard of certificate has been imposed 
from time to time—not, perhaps, for the purpose of securing 
better teachers, since a high class certificate does not neces 
sarily imply greater adaptability for teaching, but with a hope 
of relieving to some extent the crowded condition of that 
profession. This policy of the department appears so far to be 
ineffective. Its only perceptible result has been a closer applica 
tion by the student, in order that he might overcome the greater 
obstacle in his way. So the wheel moves on year after year, 
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turning out in undiminished numbers young aspirants for this 


honorable calling. 
Tis asserted, and with some degree of truth, I believe, that an 
increasing numberof females graduating from our high’ schools, 
ail proposing to earn a livelihood as teachers s largely respon. 
sible for a depreciation of salaries. “These young aspirants, 
toxious to take up the work, have adopted the execrable principle 
that to succeed they must begin by offering their services at lower 
rates than those they intend to supplant. This plan of securing 
postions is not a desirable one, forthe laborer is always worthy 
Ofhis hire, and fo is time should receive fai and reasonable con 
pensation, It establishes a bad precedent as well. According to 
this system an aspirant, who has boen successful in obtaining a 
situation, will be likely to lose itn the same way at next term by 
a younger applicant. Be this as it may, itis a question now for 
ove people to consider whether sufficient remuneration is paid to 
induce efcient service from those already engaged. Wil itinduce 
capable young men and women to enter the profession, or will 
relain those already entered? If aot, then let those who have the 
education of the rising generation in charge see to it that a great 
and irreparable injury ts not done to those whom nature has made 
dependent upon us, and who cannot in any way help themselves, 
Whatever may be our ideas regarding. compensation paid or 
work done by the teachers ofthis county, or, indeed, of Canada, 
there can be only one opinion ofthat high moral tone which per. 
vades the whole profession, from its humblest- member to those 
who sit in its high places. " Among thousands of teachers in this 
country, the greater number of whom are passing through a period 
of their ves that is considered the most reckless, a case of gross: 
ness oF improper conduct is rarely known. ‘That these. young 
people, drawn from all classes of the community, should preserve 
so high a standard of morality is most honorable to themselves, 
and their influence for good must have a decided effet in the 
schools over which they have been called upon to preside. 
Notwithstanding every effort made by old settlers to provide 
school buildings and apparatus for a. proper education of the 
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children, a report of the superintendent of schools for 1849s some- 
what pathetic and doleful in its description of the condition of 
things prevailing at that period in Huron, Perth and Bruce. In 
this report Mr, Fletcher says: “To attempt to teach geography 
without proper maps requires only to be named to men of intelli- 
gence to be pronounced an impossibility, and yet I do not know 
that there is a complete set of large school maps in any common 
school in the United Counties, and this is but a specimen of the 
destitution of which I speak. In many cases there is not even 
tolerable furniture for writing ; and when these evils are joined 
with the low standard of qualification of the great majority of the 
teachers employed, it must be obvious that the instruction given 
to our youth is of a very inferior kind. I have no hope that 
proper apparatus will be speedily procured, unless a small rate 
be laid on school sections for that purpose, and we cannot obtain 
fa better class of teachers until better remuneration draws men 
of education into the field, and the dread of being paid in district 
debentures be removed." 

“My chief difficulty has been with the school fund. The balance 
of £58, 138., ad. of the assessment of 1848 is still due by the 
treasurer, and consequently wtih the exception of £13, 118. 2'4d., 
which I have advanced out of my own private means, that balance 
is still due the teachers for that year.” 

“At the last meeting of the district council it was also decided 
that should the Canada Company pay their portion of school 
money in debentures, the treasurer be instructed to pay it to the 
superintendent in cash, as the teachers had suffered so much 
already from their payments having been made in debentures. In 
conformity with this decision I called on the treasurer for the 
money, who stated the amount of the wild land tax, but said he 
hhad not the cash wherewith to comply with the decision of the 
council. In this case I also applied to the warden, and I am con- 
strained to solicit your best exertions to procure the cash.” 

“The Government grant for the year 1848 amounted to £422, 
is., §d., but it was paid in debentures, the Bank of Upper 
Canada charging $4 per cent. discount. The whole of this part 
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of the fund has been paid except the sum of £5, 108., 74., appor- 
tioned to school section No. 2, South Easthope ; the teacher of 
that section being an alien could not receive Government money.” 

“Respectfully but earnestly requesting the council to use their 
hest exertions fo put me in possession without delay of the above 
mentioned sums, that the teachers may be paid their salaries so 
Tong due and in the only form that can supply their wants. T have 
the honor to be, etc.” 

To an auditors’ report for the United Counties for 1844, 1845 
and 1846, @ balance was left in the hands of the superintendent 
amounting to £19, 16s., od. 

According t0 the detailed statement of 1847, the teachers ia 
what is now the County of Perth had received the following pay: 
ments :—James Sheldan, Ellice, £3, 58.3 James Tzard, South 

asthope, £12, 105.; P. McLellan, North Easthope, £6, 128. 
James Trow, £6, 135.; A. Amoss, £6, 128.; A. Amoss, £5, 
tos.; Gordon Meighan, Blansbard, £5, 11s 33d. James 
Sheldan, Blanshard, £2, 165.; W. F. McCullough, Stratford 
£17, 385 3; H, Hamilton, Downie, £12, 78., 74.3 R. Hen 
Downie, £6, 98., od. This account is certified to by George 
Fraser and T. B. Woodliff, auditors, and dated Feb'y 5, 1848 
The total sum received by the superintendent for 1847 was 
£1,119, 145. 3¥4d., of which amount £307, 98, 434d., was 
provincial grant, and £777, 58, 6d., grant from the district, the 
halance coming from other sources, "I believe this is the earliest 
statement to be found regarding our schools, the records covering 
4 period extending from February, 1842, to February, 1848, being 
lost, as stated elsewhere. At the latter meeting of the council a 
large number of new sections were formed in the southern part of 
the United Counties. I have been unable to discover any data 
which would indicate the remuneration paid teachers for their 
services. The salary of the superintendent, I find, was Bxed by 
bylaw, passed on the 11th day of February, 1848, at £100 
currency per annum. 

In no department is the progress of this county more distinctly 
marked than in educational improvement. If the condition of our 
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teachers is not all that could be desired, they are certainly far 
removed from those circumstances set forth in the quotation we 
have made from Mr. Fletcher's report, From that period when 
Mr. Daly and his associates in Goderich formed the first sections 
in North and South Easthope in 1842, up to 1871 a great change 
has taken place. In the latter year, according to the first report 
of Mr. William Alexander, school inspector for this county, the 
number of sections in Perth was ror, while the total amount 
expended for schools was $42,823. Of this amount the teachers 
received $30,619, the balance being for buildings and appliances, 
‘The average annual stipend paid to male teachers was 

and for female teachers $243. The total number of children 
attending school was 11,479. This result would certainly be 
gratifying if it were not that in this county at that time 1,012 
children of school age did not attend school at all. The highest 
average salary paid to a male teacher was in Fullarton, where 
it amounted to $374 per annum, while the highest paid to 
females was in Ellice, $272 per annum, The number of brick 
school buildings was 21, of which 7 were in Blanshard. Build 
ings of stone were 7, of which 3 were in Downie, Frame buildings 
numbered 46, of which Mornington had 7 ; log buildings 27, 
Elma and Wallace having 6 each. We note also that in 1871 this 
county had 85 Sabbath schools, with 4,181 scholars and 486 
teachers. The report issued by Mr. William Irwin in 1901 shows 
marvellous changes to have taken place, particularly in our school 
population. From his statement of that year it appears that our 
total number of schools has increased to 111 and expenditure to 
$69,157, of which sum the teachers received $38,622, the balance 
being expended on buildings and appliances, excepting such small 
amounts on hand as were retained by trustees. Male teachers are 
now in a minority, numbering 57, with 62 females. ‘The highest 
salary is paid in Fullarton, amounting to $500 per annum. The 
average salary paid to males is $376, and for females $280 per 
annum, without board. Since the old days there is a marked ime 
provement in school buildings. The log school house is now seen 
no more. In our several municipalities there are reported 77 brick 
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buildings, 10 of which are in Blanshard and an equal number io 
Logan. Of stone there are 5, 3 of which are in Blanshard, 
Frame and concrete 29, Mornington and North Easthope having § 
each. The greatest change, however, occurs in school population. 
While it is pleasing to note that the number not attending any 
school has fallen from 1,012 in 1871 to 48 in 1901, it is a marvele 
Jous circumstance that children of school age in this county, 
notwithstanding an increase in population during that period, has 
decreased from 11,497 to 6,618. Whatever may be the cause of 
this state of affairs, the most ordinary observer will deplore this 
fact, that while our advanced education and higher civilization 
have been productive of great good in raising our people to a 
higher plane, surely it has not been an unmixed good. It appears 
to have set human nature at defiance in a decreased birtherate, 
This condition of affairs will destroy home life, in which lies the 
safety of the state. It will destroy the fine affections and. sym- 
pathies of our nature in bringing about an absence of those 
objects which are constantly appealing to them. This is a grave 
social matter, which neither religion nor moral philosophy will 
ever be able to solve, I fear. 

We believe that in a progressive county, such as Perth, these 
changes will be constantly operating until our system of school 
sections becomes superseded by one graded school in each muni« 
cipality. ‘The advantages arising from this plan would be very 
great. Economically it would place on an equitable basis ail 
taxation, and make those privileges which ought to, but do not, 
exist, nor cannot exist, under our present method, equal to all 
Our existing school law, excellent as itis in several of its details, 
has outlived many conditions its promoters designed it should 
serve, There is no other law on the statute book of Ontario, 
hheld to be an epitome of equal rights, in which there is less 
equality than in the School Act. That principle exists in theory 
only, not in practice. 

When one pupil has to walk two miles to receive exactly the 
‘same mental training that another pupil receives by walking a few 
Yards, there is certainly no equality. A pupil near a school may 
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attend every day ; the pupil at a distance pays for a privilege that 
climatic conditions prevent him from making available. ‘There 
are, perhaps, no two sections in this county contributing the same 
amount in support of this privilege, which should be equal to all. 
No ratepayer has a right to pay a higher tax than another rate~ 
payer, where both properties are equally rated in assessment. At 
present scarcely any two pay alike, even if rated the same. The 
Legislature has recognized this anomalous condition, and enacted 
‘an amendment to the School Act, enabling an equitable rate to be 
levied in rural municipalities for school purposes, which to a 
limited extent rectifies the evil. In a section where a small village 
may have sprung up, the charges on farm lands in support of a 
school are often oppressive. 

Our present system must be held responsible, to a great extent, 
for that continuous exodus of farm boys from agricultural life, 
While we have no sympathy with the doleful whine constantly 
emanating from many well-intentioned and decent people on this 
question of boys leaving the farm, yet a system of education 
calculated to retain young, energetic boys and girls on our conces- 
sion lines would be an advantage. Asit is at present, they pass on 
from the country schools into the high schools in town. Now, the 
family circle is broken, Home influence may linger in their hearts 
for a time, but new scenes, new companions, new friendships 
grow up like weeds around them, choking out recollections of 
hhome on the old farm. ‘Old Bob,” on whom they rode after the 
cows in the morning, is forgotten, or remembered only shame- 
facedly as a passing thought. The old dog, too, is careless of his 
record at the wood-chuck’s hole, and lies in a dwame of sleep on 
the verandah. ‘The boys are away to the high school, and he is 
dowie without his companions, ‘Their environment, their asso- 
ciates, thei aspirations are suddenly changed. Their financial 
support is still drawn from the old farm, and they have the advan- 
tages peculiar to centres of population. The light of their young 
life beams on them ; they are too young to know of its shadows. 
‘Town seems to their innocent minds to be the ideal place in this 
world, and that quiet spot in the country suffers by comparison. 
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In all too many instances, when a boy has worn shining shoes on 

a granolithic sidewalk, his neck ornamented with a high collar 
and a low tie, his hands in kid gloves, and his hair banged @ la 
‘mode, whatever may be his success at a high school, the chances 
are he will return to the old farm no more, 

A graded school in each township would largely, if not entirely, 
‘overcome these difficulties. Boys and girls attending a graded 
school, which, of course, would take the place of a high school in 
teaching the higher branches, would remain in their own homes 
under home influence. While they could meet with a large num- 
ber of other boys and girls from every corner of the municipality, 
the tendency in all communications would be, not to decry farm 
life, but rather to foster a desire for it. Where a pupil developed 
an inclination or an adaptability for other pursuits than agricul- 
ture, he could leave his township school for the university. ‘The 
tendency would be, however, for him to engage in farm life, as 
being the most independent, if not the most exciting, vocation. 
The best staff of teachers obtainable would be brought into 
requisition. Their remuneration would be such as to retain 
them in the profession. One building would suffice in place 
of many. Taxation for education would be equal for all 
The privileges of all would be equal. The pupil who was 
distant from a school, being taken there in a comfortable 
conveyance, could not suffer. Impudence or gross conduct, 
Profanity or other small vices, of which boys are sometimes 
guilty in going to and from school, could not occur. A 
small farm could be managed in connection with such an 
institution, with an observation plot and an experimental station, 
in each municipality, which would be of enormous benefit, not 
only to the pupils, but to the farmers themselves. A great saving 
would be made to many of the farming community who send their 
children to high school, preparatory to their entering the univer- 
sity, These are only a few advantages underlying this new 
system. The whole subject is one well worthy our most searching 
investigation and the earnest consideration of educationists in this 
country. The time appears close at hand when these changes 
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will be a factor in the social lives of our people. We feel, too, 
that a system of radial electric railways, of which we have already 
spoken in another part of this work, will largely affect the educa- 


tional system in rural districts, and by affording easy and cheap 


transportation, will solve this great problem at an early day 
Whatever may be the result, it behooves Canada to be on the 
alert ; her educationists must keep fully abreast of the times if 
this country is ever to be what we hope it will be, and what we 
believe nature has designed it should be,—a living force in the 
march of progress among the nations. 





CHAPTER VI, 
ROADS. 


Under ordinary conditions the highways of a municipality afford 
distinctive evidence as to the progressive or unprogressive methods 
of its people. As a man’s garments indicate his character to some 
extent, as the appearance of a farm is the reflex of the thrift and 
intelligence of its owner, so are roads in every section of country 
an infallible indication of that skill and industey put forward by 
those concerned in their construction, In a settlement where 
people are idle and unambitious, its highways afford abundant 
evidence of that fact. On the other hand, where settlers are 
determined to succeed, facilities for transportation occupy their 
attention as a means of enhancing their profits, the outcome of 
Which is soon discoverable in the improvement of roads 

In the history of every municipality there has been a period 
when good roads were practically impossible under the conditions 
obtaining in all new countries. Such was the case in Perth 
County sixty years ago, and for many years subsequent improve. 
ment was a difficult task, and could only be overcome by constant 
Perseverance and severe toil. The frst attempt at road making 
during old pioneer days was in opening the Huron road, extending 
from Wilmot to Lake Huron. This highway, surveyed in 1829, | 
was considered a great achievement. 

It was not till 1832, notwithstanding Mr. Galt’s efforts, that 
this road could be considered passable even under: favorable con. 
ditions, as far west’as Stratford. In the winter of 1831 contracts 
bad been given to several parties for constructing bridges and lay. 
ing crossways in the great swamps through which it passed. 

7 
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‘These crossways east of Little Lakes were made by two brothers, 
named Cody. West of Little Lakes as far as the Avon in Strat- 
ford, the work was done by a person named Bronson. Cody 
brothers were paid $1.50 per rod for their work, and accepted 
land in payment at $1.50 per acre. ‘Thus every rod of corduroy 
in that section cost the Canada Company one acre of land. What- 
ever may be said as to the value of land, $1.50 obtained for 
constructing a rod of crossway was small remuneration indeed, 
West of the River Avon, as far as Seebach’s hill, this road was 
cleared by apperson named Hull. From Seebach’s westward to 
Mitchell a German named Overholt was contractor. A good story. 
is told of this gentleman and Col, VanEgmond, who had the 
contracts for the whole work. It appears a difference of opinion 
existed between them as to their agreement, Mr. Overholt demand- 
ing a larger amount for his labor than VanEgmend was willing 
to pay. After vigorous expostulations on both sides, Overholt 
threatened an appeal to the law. ‘Law," replied his opponent, 
“there is no law here.” “Dot vas shust righdt,” responded the 
other, “if dere vas no law, dere vas no condemnashuns,” and he 
proceeded to demonstrate in a practical way the feasibility of this 
new doctrine, Whatever may have been the rank or standing of 
this old soldier of the empire, he soon found it better to call a truce 
than expose himself to summary jurisdiction by an irate Dutchman 
in the forests of Canada, 

Subsequent to the survey of this road and a range of lots front 
ing it on both sides, a further survey was made of the Gore of 
Downie in 1832, Passing through this section is the Embro road, 
at that period second in importance in Perth County. For a 
description of this leading thoroughfare we refer our readers to a 
report of Mr. Monteith, an overseer of highways in 1842. Upon 
completion of the survey of Downie in 1835 and 1839, this road 
was extended through Blanshard to a point where a few years 
later sprung up the village of Little Falls, now St. Marys. Rapid 
progress was subsequently made by this new trade centre, creating 
a heavy traffic over this highway, and it soon became one of the 
‘most important in the county. ‘The Mitchell road, extending 





through Blanshard to Mitchell, was not opened till 1844, and the 
‘Thames road a year later. The northern gravel road, extending 
from Stratford through Gadshill to Topping in Mornington, the 
Logan road, the centre road in Hibbert, the Mitchell road to 
Russeldale, the road extending from Shakespeare to Hampstead, 
‘were opened through priority of settlement rather than from any 
plan adopted by the Canada Company or municipal authorities. 

‘The system adopted in pioneer days for opening and making 
highways was undoubtedly the best that could have been put in 
practice under the circumstances. To have built such roads even 
as then existed, by taxes levied, would have been impossible, or at 
least would have made progress extremely slow. There was no 
money in circulation to pay taxes, and the only medium current in 
interchanging commodities was energy and muscle. ‘These quali« 
ties were at once laid under tribute and made available for tax 
paying purposes, thus discharging a levy which could not have 
been met in any other way. This is the underlying principle of 
statute labor. It afforded a settler the opportunity of discharging 
‘an important obligation by work, which would have been impos- 
sible for him to do from his purse. To that part of pioneer 
hotongings, the old adage was most appropriate: “2x nihil, nihil 
ft." “Out of nothing, nothing comes.” 

‘The plan of forming road divisions or beats adopted by district 
‘councils subsequent to 1841 and modified, changed or extended by 
‘municipalities under authority of the Act of 1850, was at its incep- 
tion a great success, serving a useful purpose in its adaptability 
to conditions, ‘The power vested in an overseer of highways, 
passing from one ratepayer to another in turn, added dignity asa 
natural sequence of authority, which was always appreciated, if 
sometimes abused, There was but little room for a divergence 
in opinions regarding such work as could be done in a new coun- 
try. A track was blazed by the surveyor where the roadbed had to 
be, and, unless insurmountable difficulties barred its way, on 
this line the highway was constructed, Roadmaking was begun 
by chopping and clearing the allowance marked for road purposes, 
‘making crossways through swamps, and building log bridges over 











streams. This work required little skill and no scientific know 
ledge. An overseer, or pathmaster, called out his men once in each 
year to pay their tax in labor, which consisted in simply chopping 
‘and logging a roadbed. Making crossways was a laborious part 
of the system, and even when construction was performed in the 
best possible manner it scarcely rendered passable mudholes nearly 
impassable before. There was this difference, however, that while 
a backwoodsman was in danger of losing himself and oxen in an 
unknown depth of mud, he incurred a risk of less degree on the 
crossway in destroying only his sled and breaking his limbs and 
the limbs of his oxen, Corduroy roads were peculiar to backwoods 
life, and, by a merciful intervention of fate, to nothing else, In their 
construction, logs from ten to fourteen inches in diameter were 
cut into lengths of eighteen feet, hauled into the roadbed by oxes 
and laid close together parallel to each other across the roadway. 
A work of this kind was necessary in swamps only, which in early 
days were much more frequent, and of greater magnitude than 
could be realized by an observer of to-day. When the greatest 
care had been observed in placing these timbers as close together 
fas possible, the interstices between them would be of such a 
character as to render dangerous any means of locomotion except 
to travellers on foot. After a year or two had passed away earth 
from the sides was thrown up as a covering, but soil from a 
swamp consisting of vegetable matter did but little to improve this, 
wretched crossway. 

During eight or ten years subsequent to clearing a road allow- 
ance, no progress could be made and construction may be said to 
have been at a standstill, Great stumps yet remained, obstructing 
all efforts at improvement, These old relics of the forest seemed 
to defy time and tide, still holding the spot where they had 
stood mayhap for hundreds of years. A single narrow path- 
way for sled or ox-cart threaded its course here and there amongst 
logs, stumps, over great roots and Knolls down into mudholes, 
over which a pair of oxen crept at a snail's pace, with a few bags 
of wheat to mill, o a trough full of black salts to trade at some 
grocery for such necessaries as would keep the wolf from the 



































shanty door. During autumn and in spring roads were impas- 
sable. Through this eternal mud, along an intricate passageway, 
amidst obstructions which defied almost every attempt at progress, 
the patient, overtaxed oxen slowly crawled on their weary way. 


At their heads trudged another ox, bending beneath his burden of 

unremitting toil. There was only this distinction between the 

biped and the quadruped he drove, he who stood erect had hope, 

the oxen none, So men are pleased to say. Such were the roads 
pioneer days. 

Tt was not, therefore, till after the stumps had decayed, and they 
could be removed, that implements for grading were brought into 
requisition. This introduction of grading appliances also intro- 
duced differences of opinion amongst overseers regarding proper 
methods of road construction, which has been a source of conten- 
tion ever since. A want of regular system in roadmaking has 
been productive of great waste of labor, retarding operations 
by more effective methods, which might have been introduced 
by those whose knowledge was in advance of the ordinary 
settler. In looking back over his work during sixty years it 
is scarcely fair to the old pathmaster to say, if this is all you 
have accomplished your labor must have been largely wasted, 
It woutd be equally fair to say you have been purchasing imple- 
ments for your farm for a half century, still you have accumulated 
no more than is actually necessary, therefore your money has been 
wasted, There was a great good in the old system that cleared 
roadbeds, made crossways, built bridges, graded and gravelled 
roads without any scientific knowledge or particular skill. In this 
‘work of the old pathmaster, inexperienced as he was, we are not 
surprised that he did not do more, but rather that he has done so 
well. There, doubtless, has been a waste of labor for want of a 
uniform system, but not to the extent some would wish us to 
believe. 

During period extending onward from our first settlement 
for eight or ten years there was no waste of labor. Time was lost, 
to some extent, perhaps, from this fact that beyond clearing a 
roadway no improving could be done. About 1865 a system of 





gravelling by statute labor was introduced, since which there has not 
been a great waste, under these old plans, although far from being 
satisfactory. In the interregnum between the removal of stumps 
and completion of grading, the greatest waste of Inbor occurs, 
Opinions of pathmasters regarding construction operations were 
frequently far apart, much of the work done being of a temporary 
character, Culverts and bridges constructed with timber require 
frequent attention, and a new method was introduced with each 
new roadmaster. One overseer considers a roadway should extend 
from fence to fence, a distance of over sixty feet ; every man in 
his division is set to work with ploughs and scrapers and a piece 
of road is graded wide enough for an esplanade. His successor 
next season has entirely different views, and very properly, as he 
thinks, sets to work and destroys all that his predecessor had done, 
constructing a road well crowned in the centre, of perhaps eighteen 
feet in width. A third overseer comes into office who considers 
the former pathmaster made the road too high and too narrow, 
and he accordingly substitutes his own plan, destroying very 
effectively all that had been accomplished during two years pre= 
vious. Thus time moved on without much apparent improvement 


Proper methods of drainage were not considered of sufficient 
importance to demand much attention. Culverts were all made 
of logs, and were a constant source of annoyance to the councils 


A small bridge constructed in summer, of timber, frequently did 
not survive a winter's frost or a spring flood, When the freshet 
had passed away this piece of amateur work would very likely be 
lying ina heap, preventing public traffic. and effectively choking 
the stream it was intended to convey. Wherever stone could be 
obtained results were about the same. In constructing stone 
culverts and bridges of moderate width, recourse was had to a 
dry stone wall. This was economical, but not less a failure, the 
whole structure, a short time subsequent to its construction, fre- 
quently falling a complete wreck, 

In 1854 a system of gravel roads was introduced by the county 
council, on which large sums of money were from time to time 
expended: On these roads toll-gates were erected, where certain 
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rates were exacted for keeping them in repair and reimbursing the 
council for its original outlay. The advantage arising from these 
roads soon became apparent to the settlers, who, as soon as 
circumstances would permit, adopted the plan of gravelling all 
township roads by statute labor. The result of this movement 
eventuated in all roads being in equally as good condition as toll 
roads, which soon suffered a serious diminution of traffic, 

While these progressive measures were being carried out the 
inadaptability of statute labor became apparent in another direc 
tion, leading to inconvenience as well as waste of time and money. 
Nature in her operations had not made deposits of road material 
exactly where they should have been made in order to facilitate 
road construction on economical lines. Indeed, she had been some- 
what capricious in this department, storing her gifts in ridges and 
pockets frequently far apart. In those divisions, therefore, which 
were fortunate in having abundance of gravel easy of access, 
improvement in roads was rapid. In other sections, where they 
were far from these conveniences, improvement was languid and 
slow. Close proximity to a gravel pit led to heaping on of that 
material year after year, irrespective of traffic demands, until the 
roadbed was raised so high and narrow, that teams could only. 
pass with difficulty and not without some danger. On the other 
hand, those divisions which were not contiguous to a gravel pit 
were in bad condition, otherwise their statute labor had to be 
largely supplemented by special grants from township funds in 
order to ensure their maintenance in reasonable repair. In the 
first case money and the roadway were both wasted, and in the 
second case funds granted to supplement statute labor were 
Virtually thrown away, whereas by a proper distribution of the 
whole work it would have been found ample for all. 

But apart from these incongruities arising out of this statute 
labor system, the principle by which it was applied, and those 
methods adopted by municipal councils generally in arranging a 
scale of assessment applicable to every ratepayer, were (without 
Prejudice to the honesty and integrity of township officials) unjust, 
unfair and contrary to those principles which underly municipal 
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law. The very essence of that law in matters of taxation and 
representation is equality, It is an embodiment of democratic 
ideals reduced to practice and ina form which enters into our 
every day life. Wherever municipal legislation touches matters of 
taxation, it contemplates a uniform tax on property direct. There 
is no provision made for municipalities obtaining revenue by excise 
or inland revenue duties to any appreciable extent. Where 
authority is given to raise funds otherwise than by a direct levy 
‘on property, it will be found that such power is given to protect 
real estate already contributing to the municipal treasury. 

Such a scale of statute labor tax as that adopted by nearly all 
municipalities, set these important principles at defiance, and was 
certainly in contravention of all essential ideals of equality, 
It certainly discriminated between large and small property owners 
in a manner detrimental to those having small holdings, who were 
likely least able to protect themselves. Every day's work was held 
to be equal to one dollar. Any scale of statute labor, therefore, 
which imposed three days, or their equivalent ($3.00), on a rate. 
payer assessed at $1,200, and nine days, or $9.00, on another rate- 
payer whose assessment amounted to $10,000 was clearly unjus 
While these figures may not be exactly those adopted as a scale 
for statute labor, they are quite near enough those existing in 
many municipalities to illustrate the principle on which this tax 
was imposed. A great wrong certainly exists here, a wrong 
altogether indefensible, except on the score of expediency (a 
dangerous principle in legislation), but it is not the only bad 
feature of the system. A line of demarcation in ascending’ from 
‘one day's work to another had to be drawn at some fixed amount 
of taxation, which in itself was a great hardship. Those property 
holders assessed to say $1,200 had three days’ labor. A neighbor 
on an adjoining lot, assessed at $1,205, was liable to four days, 
the line fixing the number of days being drawn at the former 
amount, and an increment of five dollars above entailing an 


additional day, and so on throughout. It will be noted, therefore, 
from these figures that an arrangement of this kind made the 
assessor arbiter of a considerable portion of municipal taxation. 
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By raising a ratepayer’s assessment in so small a sum as five 
dollars, near the line of differentia fixed by by-law, he could add 
to or diminish his taxation one dollar per annum. By this means, 
it is apparent, he could affect the taxation of a municipality to a 
great degree, a power neither the Assessment nor Municipal Act 
ever intended he should control. 

These inconsistencies and unfair conditions in working the 
statute labor system of taxation were quite apparent to municipal 
councils for a number of years before any one was bold enough to 
suggest a more equitable plan. Discussions at township nomina- 
tions had been kept up with animation and spirit in many 
municipalities without any solution of the difficulty, and while 
numbers objected, none appeared able to point out or formulate a 
better plan. Those aspirants to a seat at the board, who had 
advocated certain measures to supersede that already in operation 
while not in power, if they were elected, became at once reticent 
and temporizing in their conduct. Their plans, like Bob Acres’ 
courage, oozed out at their finger ends, when the mantle of 
responsibility was Iaid on their shoulders, 

It was not, therefore, till the Government appointed what is 
now known as a “Good Roads Commissioner of Highways,” in 
the person of Mr. A. W. Campbell, that those arguments affect 
ing statute labor began to take form and effect. Repeated 
admonitions from this officer seemed to be like the vertebrae in an 
anatomical figure that hold integuments in position until the force 
of cohesion evolves anew body. Blanshard, in Perth county, was 
first to move, Although discussions had been held from year to 
year regarding a change, it came more rapid at last than its. most 
sanguine promoters expected. The council of 1899 were nearly 
all young men, which to some extent may account for so rapid a 
realization of this new system. It was a bold stroke, therefore, 
when at their first meeting they, by a single motion, declared that 
the abolition of statute labor was a fact, and that in Blanshard the 
old plan of roadmaking, which had been in force for sixty years, 
had outlived its usefulness, and was now only a relic of a past age. 
This motion was no embodiment of a half measure. It declared 
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and established abolition as a correct pri 
would not have removed the difficulty of unfair taxation, as set 
down in the scale of statute labor, to which reference has be 
made. Abolition transferred all expenditure on highways levied 
as a labor tax into ordinary disbursements, the demands for which 
would be discharged by a fair and equitable assessment, or rate of 
taxation levied on all rateable property in the municipality. 

This innovation in Blanshard was followed by Downie, which, 
however, during one year, did not abolish but only commute, 
thus “retaining the old injustice in a new form. Abolition 
hhas now been adopted in Downie. Fullarton has also abolished 
statute labor. Other municipalities in Perth are still on the 
old plan, 

So radical a change, in an old established system, could not be 
carried out without giving offence to a portion of the electorate, 
Who were affected by its operations. To remove from a tree an 
old branch which, though displaying evidences of failing vigor, 
still retains much vitality, cannot be accomplished without 
disturbing the parent stem, from which it draws its life sap and 
sustenance of its being. This fact remains, however, that where 
abolition has been introduced, although it has met with opposition, 
the great mass of our people are satisfied and would not revert 
to their old methods 

For constructing roads and bridges in a municipality, councils 
may adopt one of these methods : First, by statute labor ; second, 
by commutation ; and third, by abolition, all roads being maintained 
by the general fund. Regarding the first, as all are sufficiently 
acquainted with its operation, no explanation is necessary, further 
than to point out its unfairness. In the Municipal Act'a scale is 
laid down for performance of statute labor, imposing a certain 
number of days on each ratepayer in proportion to his rateable 
property. Authority is given by this Act to municipal councils, 
enabling them to vary this scale, insuring a more perfect adapt- 
ability to local conditions. Nearly all councils have availed 
themselves of this privilege, each authorizing a scale for its own 
convenience. In Blanshard, as fairly representing this system of 





‘a statute labor tax in a modified form, the subjoined scale will 
illustrate the injustice of this principle : 
A ratepayer owning 300 acres of land, performed 13 days, 
& Be tea Sgt 
i “oe ow © ge 


A house and lot worth $250 
Land value in every case to be $50 per acre. 

By this scale, it is apparent, the burden of taxation falls 
enormously heavier on a poor man than on his rich neighbor. By 
commutation at a fixed sum per diem, conditions remain exactly 
as before, During 1901, in Blanshard, disbursements for 
maintenance and improvements of roads under abolition amounted 
to 35 cents for each days’ labor applied under the old system: 
Under commutation, therefore, we obtain the following results : 


300 acres 13 days at §§ cents per diem $7.15 


wo“ 6 
gor 4 
House and lot at $250 

According to this statement, which is the actual experience of 
commutation, we find a great discrepancy in taxation in favor of 
the large ratepayer, increasing in proportion as we descend in 
material wealth until we reach the house and lot, on whose owner 
rests the greatest burden. 

An equitable adjustment of this whole system is found in 
abolition, and it can exist in no other. By applying this principle, 
therefore, where all disbursements for roads are taken from a 
general fund set apart for improvements, an equal rate being 
levied and collected on all on basis of assessment, we find 

Amount levied on 300 acres $10.50 
“ 200 acres 7.00 


100 “3.50 


Jot 40 
These figures require no comment, as illustrating the pra 
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working of abolition methods in contradistinction to statute labor, 
and cannot fail to impress the reader with its equitable results to 
all sections of the people. 

During the last ten years great improvements have been made 
in road construction machinery. ‘The place of the old road scraper 
has been usurped by more perfect implement, graders being now 
in use everywhere. This machine, which was moved formerly by 
horses, is now worked by a traction engine, a very great improve 
ment on teams. It has been found to be more economical, easily 
manipulated, and will perform much more work in a given time 
than can be done by horses. In 1go1, a grader worked by horses 
in Blanshard improved fifteen miles of roadway at a cost of $19.00 
per mile. In 1901 the same machine worked by a traction engine 
improved thirty-five miles of roadway at a cost of $420.00 or 
$12.00 per mile, thus making a saving of $7.00 per mile, and with 
better results. 

In Blanshard an innovation has been made in the character of 
material applied for maintenance of the leading highway 
Repeated application of gravel has been found quite inadequate 
in forming a good roadbed, under a constant wearing by heavy 
traffic, Operating the road grader along the edges of the 
roadway, thus removing all accumulations of worn out material, 
is a decided improvement, producing an easy curve to the crown 
of the roadbed, affording an ample grade for superfluous moisture 
raining off to the water tables. By applying crushed stone to a 
road thus prepared, from twelve to fourteen feet wide, and four- 
teen inches deep in the centre, if somewhat expensive, a durable 
‘and economical bed for heavy traffic is formed. 

‘When stone can be obtained this system, although it may fall 
short of those methods adopted by Macadam, will be found a great 
improvement on any former system of roadmaking pursued in 
this county. ‘The cost of a road constructed in this manner has 
not exceeded in Blanshard $1,200.00 per mile, including rent of a 
stone crusher, and has been so satisfactory that its continuance 
will be carried on by the council until all roads over which pass 
heavy traffic have been reconstructed on this system. As to 
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making and keeping in repair highways in rural sections, this 
method of applying broken stone would be unnecessary. Traffic 
‘on these roads is comparatively light, and a moderate quantity of 
gravel applied annually, with an occasional application of the 
grader in maintaining a proper descent to the water tables, will 
be found quite ample in retaining them in a good state of repai 
It may be asserted, however, that progress towards good roads, 
under any system, will be slow so long as traffic is moved on 
narrow waggon tires, now almost universally used. Even in 
sections constructed with broken stone, where drainage is fairly 
‘good, a number of heavy waggons passing and re-passing every 
day, soon cut the best material into parallel lines, thus forming 
recepticles for retention of water, so injurious to a roadbed, 
People seem to be very conservative in character regarding trans- 
portation facilities, and while marvellous improvements have taken 
place in agricultural implements and farm methods, the old narrow 
waggon tire remains the same. To compel all to use wide tires, 
by by-law, would be difficult. Any principle of coercive legislation, 
when it touches home life, is always looked on with suspicion, as 
an interference by a corporate body in what may be considered 
private matters, and has rather an irritating effect. Blanshard 
council, to overcome this difficulty, have, witha philosophy worthy 
‘of emulation by all municipalities, introduced a plan which will 
doubtless solve the problem of wide tires easily, cheaply and 
effectively. In order to change our present system of transport- 
ation on narrow tires, they are passing no coercive legislation, but 
have adopted a more plausible and philanthropic. method in 
bonusing, Every ratepayer who procures a new vehicle to be 
uused in heavy traffic receives from the municipality a premium 
of, say, $5.00, and for any alterations made in waggons already in 
use, a smaller amount. A claim made under this by-law, to be 
valid, must be based on evidence that the tires on which applicant 
is entitled to receive a bonus are not less than four inches in 
width. ‘The concensus of opinion amongst our ratepayers 
regarding this important movement is strongly in favor of such 
‘change, and its adoption can only be @ matter of a few years 
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While the introduction of broad tires and the application of 
broken stone would largely improve our roads, it may be that 
climatic conditions obtaining in this country would prevent, in 
some degree, that efficiency ever being attained which is so 
apparent in Europe. Climatic influences may seem more favour 
able in Canada because of less rainfall. Still, in the British 
Islands, where the humidity is much greater than here, it is 
largely neutralized by a proper system of drainage in the road bed, 
In this country, where the temperature falls so low in winter, it 
will be difficult to overcome the deleterious effects of severe frost 
by any system of road construction, During spring, therefore, on 
all main roads, over which pass heavy traflie, the roadbed becomes 
spongy and soft, and under a constant stream of loaded waggons 
is seriously impaired. 

We believe, however, that the improvement of highways will be 
14 matter of less importance in a few years than at present. There 
is no doubt that Perth County is on the eve of a system of electric 
roads radiating from business centres over leading highways, 
which will displace a large amount of traffic being moved under 
existing conditions. By adopting the electric car in transporting 
farm produce it will be moved at less cost than at present 
over our best roads. This in itself would produce a large 
saving in making and repairing highways, which could be 
devoted to construction of telephones at convenient distances 
in rural sections, as well as furnishing electric light to those 
villages through which such radial roads may pass. By thus 
supplying a comfortable and commodious means of travel in 
rural districts at cheap rates, it would promote a desire amongst 
our people to avail themselves of such conveniences, thus 
destroying to a great extent the isolation of farm life. This 
would again improve the farmer's social condition by bringing him 
into closer contact with those with whom it might be to his 
advantage to associate, thus broadening his views, extending 
means of pleasure, by a promotion of those thoughts and amenities 
which make for the advancement and amelioration of the race. 

In this county are men and women still living and still vigorous 
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‘who followed the blaze into the trackless forest, and who may in 
the near future roll along that same forest path in a luxuriously 
appointed electric car, surrounded by all that can make life enjoy. 
able. 

Ah! Glorious ending to pioneer days! Ah! Marvellous 
progress ; inconceivable in so short a period of time, 
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Mr. Read Burritt, who practiced law in Prescott, and for two 
Parliaments had been a member thereof, was appointed the first 
County Court Judge of the County of Perth. He took the oath of 
office as Judge of the County Court on the agth day of January, 
1853, before the late John J. E. Linton, then Clerk of the Peace. 

Mr. Charles Robinson had been about the same time appointed 
County Judge of the then new County of Lambton, These gentle~ 
men exchanged places, and Mr. Robinson was on the 17th day of 
October, 1853, sworn in as Judge of the County Court of the 
County of Perth, and Mr. Burritt became Judge of the County 
of Lambton. 

Mr. Robinson tired of Stratford, and induced his brother judge 
to re-exchange and be as they were. Mr. Robinson continued as 
Judge of the County of Lambton until his retirement at a very 
advanced age about five years ago, and is now dead. In after 
years, when asked the reason for his returning to Sarnia Judge 
Robinson was wont (although a very temperate man), to tell at 
his own expense, that when he would be taking his toddy at night, 
of a night cap, when living in Stratford, he was disturbed by the 
frogs in the pond and in the surrounding neighborhood ; that he 
concluded he could not stand what seemed to him to be the whole 
brute ereation singing : The Jooge is tronk!” ‘The Jooge is 
tronk!” “The Jooge is tronk!” (‘The Judge is drunk 1” 
“The Judge is deunk !" “The Judge is drunk 1”) 

Mr, Burritt, on the 16th April, 1855, took the oath of office 
again as Judge of the County Court of the County of Perth, and 
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several Division Courts and Surrogate Court of the County, and 
held these offices until his death in the midsummer of 1854.” He 
was succeeded by the late Mr. Danicl Home Lizars, who long 
practiced in the County, and was then County Crown Attorner 
Mr. Lizars took the oath of office as Judge of the Coury 
Court and several Division Courts and Surrogate Court of the 
County of Perth, on the 3oth August, 1864, and continued such 
until his resignation, shortly before the appointment of Mr, 
James Peter Woods, Q. C., who was sworn in as Judge on the 
2nd November, 1886. He in turn resigned, and was succeeded 
on the grd January, 1898, by Mr. John Augustus Barron, O.C., 
present County Judge, who took the oath of office om the rith 
January, 1858 

Te has become necessary in the history of the County only on 
three occasions to have a Deputy Judge appointed. ‘The fre of 
such appointments was that of the late Mr, Egerton Fiske Ryer. 
Sov, on the 21st April, 18653 then the late Robert Smith, Q.C., on 
the rth June, 1884, and that of Mr. George Gordon McPherson, 
Q.C,, on the 2oth day of February, 1990. 

Te never fll to the lot of any one of these gentlemen to discharge 
for any length of time the duties of the office, ‘The appointmens 
were “merely temporary during the illness or absence of the 
respective Judges for the County at the time, 

The General Sessions of the Peace were fist opened on the sth 
of April, 1853, at Stratford, before Read Burritt, Esquire, Judge of 
the County Court of the said County of Perth, Robert Heney, 
Alexander Grant, James Rankin, Alexander Mitchell and Sehasticg 
Fryfogle, Justices of the Peace 

The first Commission of the Peace for the County of Perth bears 
date the gist day of December, 1852, and, following the ancient 
Practice, named the High Court Judges, members of the Executive 
Council and the Legislative Council, along with other prominent 
residents in the County, as Justices of the Peace. ‘These others 
Were: Read Burritt, Esquire, Judge of our County Court of oar 
County of Perth, Joha C. W. Daly, Andrew Helmer, Potor 
Kastner, William F. MoCulloch, Daniel McPherson, John 
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Sparling, John Sebring, George Wood, John Stewart, Thomas 
Brown, Alexander Grant, James Rankin, Alexander Hamilton, 
Peter Crerar, John McIntyre, Adam Seegmiller, John Sharman, 
Thomas Daly, Alexander F. Mickle, John Thompson, Thomas 
Christie, Alexander Mitchell, John Zinkan, Alexander Fisher, 
John Curtis, Sebastian Fryfogie, William Cossey, Peter Woods, 
Matthew Nelson, Alexander Barrington Orr, Andrew Monteith, 
Jacob Weaver, Alexander Gourlay, Robert Henry, Robert Ballan- 
tyne, James Hill, James Brown, Robert Porteous, Andrew Morgan, 
Peter McCann, Robert Donkin, Donald Cameron, James. K. 
Clendinning, Edward Long, Will 
and John Fitzgerald, Esquires 

This first Court was opened by reading this commission, and 
also the proclamation setting apart the County of Perth by 
disuniting it from the United Counties of Huron, Perth and Bruc: 
and constituting it an independent County. The proclamation was 
also dated the 31st December, 1832. It was made in pursuance of 
12 Victoria, chap. 78, and another Act passed the same year, 
chap. 96, which recited that the population of the County of Perth 
exceeded 12,000, and from its geographical position it was 
expedient that provision be made for its separation from said 
union without waiting till its population should be such as required 

the roth section of such mentioned Act. 

At this sitting of the Court the late John J. E. Linton, first 
Clerk of the Peace, acted as Clerk, The late John A, McCarthy, 
Jong Chief Constable of Stratford, was appointed Crier of the 
Court, an office he held until his death. 

Robert Kay, afterwards Gaoler, was also appointed to be High 
Constable. There were fifty-one constables appointed. 

Municipal institutions and government inspection at this early 
date had not so far developed as to deprive the Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace of some of their ancient powers and functions that 
now have ceased to exist. Hence we find entries like the follow- 
ing in the records of that Court. 

‘The Gaoler’s salary was fixed at £80 per annum, to be paid 
quarterly, and it was resolved “that it be his duty also for thi 
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salary to do the washing for the prisoners (not debtors), and the 
scrubbing of the gaol 

‘The late Dr. Hyde was appointed Gaol Surgeon, at £12, 108. 
per annum, including for attendance and medicine, 

On the 6th January, 1854, it was ordered by the Magistrates : 
“The Magistrates consider that owing to. the rise in provisions 
the cost of allowance to the prisoners for board be increased, and 
they ordered that the sum of £0, 75., 6d. per week be allowed as 
board for each prisoner till next session.” 

‘Special Sessions were held from time to time for the examination 
‘of lunatics, and on one occasion after the prisoner had been in 
gaol for four months, the Special Session terminated by this 
“The Magistrates looked at some of the Acts relating to lunatics, 
and they separated without giving any orders.” A postscript 


states that J. C. W. Daly afterwards came and went with other 
Magistrates to the gaol, and that the Sheriff afterwards said he 
hhad been directed to discharge the prisoner. 

[A Special Session of the Magistrates was held at the Clerk of 


the Peace office on the 13th September, 1854, to consider the 
escape of Lorenzo Talbot from gaol, and Gaoler Joha McColl was 
censured for his conduct in the premises. 

‘The escaped prisoner referred to above seems to have been 
recaptured, and an order for £20 was given to Leonard Blackburn 
of Chatham, as a reward therefor. 

Division Courts s—At the sittings on the 6th April, 1853, His 
Worship, the Chairman, and Alexander Hamilton, William Cossey, 
Andrew Monteith, Robert Henry, J. C. W. Daly, William 
Smith, Peter Woods, Alexander Grant, John Sharman, Alexander 
Mitchell and James Rankin are recorded as present, when the 
Court took into consideration the division of the County for 
Division Court purposes, and it was ordered that there should 
be five divisions. 

‘The first division to consist of all that part of the township of 
North Easthope west of the line between lots 25 and 26 and south 
of the road between the 8th and gth concessions, and all that part 
of the township of South Easthope west of the said line between 
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lots 25 and 26; all that part of the township of Downie and Gore 
north and east of the concession line between the roth and 11th 
concessions of the Oxford road, and all the township of Ellice 
from the 1st to the 13th concession inclusive. 

‘The second division to consist of all that part of the township 
of Fullarton, not included in division number three, and the town. 
ships of Hibbert and Logan. 

‘The third division to consist of that portion of the township of 
Downie west of the Oxford road and south of the concession line 
between the roth and 11th concessions ; the township of Blan- 
shard, and all that part of the township of Fullarton comprising 
the 13th and r4th concessions, and south of a road leading from 
the Mitchell road, between lots 24 and 25 east to lot 3 in the roth 
concession, thence east along the line between the roth and 11th 
concessions to the town line. 

‘The fourth division to consist of that part of the township of 
North Easthope east of the Fine between lots 25 and 26, and north 
of the 8th concession ; all that part of the township of South 


hope not included in division number one. ‘The said division 
number four to take effect on the 16th day of June next, and in 
the meantime to belong to division number one. 

the fifth division to consist of the townships of Mornington, 
Elma and Wallace, and concessions 14, 15 and 16 of the township 
of Ellice. ‘The said division number five to take effect on the 16th 
day of June next, and in the meantime to belong to division 


number one. 

At the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, held in July, 
1855, it was ordered : That the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and. 
fourteenth concessions of North Easthope (now forming part of 
Division Court aumber 4), be attached to and form part of Division 
Court number five, 

‘At the sittings of the same Court on Wednesday, the 14th day 
of March, 1860, it was ordered that there be another Division Court 
in this County, to be styled the sixth division, and that such 
division be composed of the township of Wallace and all that part 
of the township of Elma from the first concession to the eighteenth 
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concession, both concessions inclusive, and comprising lots number 
‘one to number forty-two, both inclusive of the first concession, and 
lots number one to number twenty-six inclusive, from the second 
to the eighteenth concession, both concessions inclusive. 

‘The limits of the several Division Courts of the County, thus 
modified, have remained so to the present time, 

The following order was made by the General Sessions, held 
March, 1867. 

“That a recommendation be sent to the Government, through 
the Provincial Secretary, that owing to a great decrease in the 
business of the courts, that only four courts be held yearly in each 
of the said six divisions, into which the Division Courts have been 
divided, leaving it discretionary with the Judge to fix the exact 
periods of these four times, and instruct the Clerk of the Peace to 
communicate this recommendation to the Provincial Secretary. 

An Order-in-Council, assenting to this, was passed on the 28th 
January, 1868, 

Sheriffs: —Onthe 31st December, 1852, the late Mr. Robert Moder- 
well was appointed first Sheriff of the County, his commission being 
signed by Elgin and Kincardine (who, after serving in many high 
positions, died whilst Governor-General in India), and attested by 
William B. Richards, as Attorney-General, who afterwards served 
as a Judge and Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench, and later 
became the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. 
Mr. Moderwell died on the 23rd day of October, A.D. 1886, 

On the resignation of Mr. Moderwell, on the 28th of August, 
1872, Mr. John. Hossie, the present Sheriff, was appointed as his 
successor, his commission being signed by William P. Howland, 
Liewlenant-Governor, and attested by Adam Crooks, Attorney. 
General of Ontario, 

Clerks of the Peace :—The late Mr. J. J. E. Linton was amongst 
the first officers appointed for the County, and held the office until 
his death, on the 23rd day of January, 1869, and was succeeded 
by the late Michael Hayes, who had previously been appointed 
County Crown Attorney, and by virtue of that office became Clerk 
of the Peace on the death of Mr. Linton, 
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County Croson Attorneys :—When the County was first con- 
stituted, the office of County Crown Attorney did not exist 

“The Court of General Sessions, on the 1sth November, 1853, 
agreed that Daniel Home Lizars, barrister, take the criminal cases 
to come before the General Sessions. The Clerk of the Peace 
intimated this to Mr. Lizars by leter. 

“The office of County Crown Attorney, as public prosecutor, was 
first created in 1857, by 20 Victoria, chap. 59, which came into 
force rst January, 1858. 

Mr. Daniel Home Lizars was appointed the first County Crown 
Attorney, under this statute, and continued to hold office until 
appointed Judge of the County Court of the County of Perth, to 
Which office he was sworn ia on the zoth August, 1864. He was 
succeeded by the late Egerton Fiske Ryerson, on the 27th August, 
1864, who died in the following year, and was succeeded by 
Michael Hayes, who was sworn in on the and January, 1866, and 
continued til his death in 1879, when he was succeeded by John 
Idington, the present County Crown Attorney, appointed on the 
4th July, 1879. 

Deputy Clerks of the Croson and Clerks of the County Court, ete: 

‘The first Deputy Clerk of the Crown and Clerk of the County 
Court was Mr. Alex. McGr 
Stratford), sworn in as such on the agth January, 1853, before 
John J. E. Linton, The late Mr. James Macfadden, who had 
practiced till then as an attorney ia St. Marys, succeeded him, and 
took the oath of office on the 6th of August, 1866, before Judge 
Lizars. Mr. Macfadden died on the 4th August, 189. 

William Caven Moserip came next, and was appointed Local 
Registrar of the High Court‘of Justice, at Stratford, Registrar of 
the Surrogate Court and Clerk of the County Court of the County 
of Perth, on the 1st day of August, A.D. 189, 

Police Magistrates ;—James O'Loane, Stratford, sworn in r2th 
August, 1873; James E. Terhune, Listowel, sworn in 27th 
February, 1890 ; Joseph Harvey Flagg, Mitchell, sworn in x5th 
March, 1884; Thomas Henry Race, Mitchell, sworn in 13th 
August, 1900. 
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Associate Coroners for the County :—The following Coroners have 
‘been appointed from time to time at places on dates as here= 
under:—James Coleman, M.D., St. Marys, 31st December, 1852 
John Hyde, M.D., Stratford, 31st December, 1852 ; William Bull, 
Mitchell, g1st December, 1852; John Mahoney, Mitchell, 3rst 
December, 1852; David Waugh, Stratford, 4th December, 1854 ; 
Daniel Wilson, M.D., St, Marys, 21st December, 1835; James 
Bowie, M.D., Mitchell, zoth April, 1857; P. R. Shaver, M.D., 
Stratford, joth April, 1857; William Eggert, Shakespeare, 4th 
March, 1858 (error, not in County) ; Walter Boyd, Mitchell, 28th 
July, 1858 ; Daniel D. Campbell, Listowel, 28th July, 1858 ; Peter 
Johnson Muter, Nithburg, 12th June, 1860 ; David Coon, M.D., 
Mitchell, roth June, 1860; Chas. Rolls, M.D., St. Marys, sth 
January, 1861 ; Edward A. Paget, M.D., Stratford, 26th Novem- 
ber, 1861; George Wilson, M.D., St. Marys, rst April, 1865 ; 
David Howard Harrison, M.D., St. Marys, rst April, 1865 

Edward Hornibrook, M.D., Mitchell ; 4th April, 1865 ; Stephen F. 
Smith, Stratford, 12th May, 1865 (not sworn in); John Nichol, 
M.D., Listowel, 3rd March, 1866; John Philp, M.D., Listowel, 
tath March, 1866; John Philip Jackson, M.D., Stratford, 1st 
August, 1868; Daniel Joseph King, Carronbrook, 24th November, 
1869 ; Robert McDonald, Fullarton Corners, 29th October, 1873 } 
James P. Rankin, M.D., Stra 

Sinclair, St. Marys, 17th April, 1886 ; James Alphonsus Devlin, 
M,D., Stratford ; George Robinson Watson, Listowel ; Donald 
Alfred Kidd, M.D,, Atwood. 

All these have since died or removed from the County, except 
Mr. Campbell of Listowel, whose commission as a Justice of the 
Peace superseded that of Coroner ; Dr. Philp of Listowel, Drs. 
Rankin and Devlin of Stratford, and Dr. Kidd of Atwood. 

Division Court Clerks and Batliffs -—"The following is a list of 
the Division Court Clerks and Bailiffs of the County, who have 
Served,—the names appearing in the order of succession of their 
appointments, the last named being that of the present incumbent 
of the office ~~ 

Division No, 1, Clerks : Raby Williams, April, 1853 ; David 





B, Burritt, June, 1864. Bailiffs: Wm. J. Green, April, 853 5 JA. 
McCarthy, April, 1853 ; Robert Kay, July, 1853 ; Thos. McCarthy, 
July, 1857; J. A. McCarthy, September, 1860 ; Thos. MeCarthy, 
September, 1860; Thos. Tobin, April, 1862 ; Thos. S. Tobin, 
February, 1881 

Division No. 2. Clerks: Thos. Matheson, April, 18533 G. K, 
Matheson, May, 1883. Bailifis: Jas. K. Black, 1853; John 
Black, November, 1858 ; James Black, April, 1859 ; John Black, 
March, 1862; James Black, October, 1863; Jobn Burns, 
September, 1864 ; J. S. Coppin, November, 1860, 

Division No. 3. Clerks: Raby Williams, January, 1853 
James Coleman, April, 1853; E. Long, July, 1880. Bailifs : 
Wm. Green, January, 1853 3 J. A. McCarthy, February, 1853 5 
Geo. Tracey, April, 1853; Joseph McCulley, August, 1853 ; 
Cornelius Avery, October, 1854; Richard Box, March, 1855 ; 
William Box, September, 1861. 

Division No. 4. Clerks: William Cossey, June, 1853 ; George 
Brown, March, 1867. Bailiff: John Helmer, June, 1853 ; John 
Cossey, January, 1859 ; John Helmer, July, 18539 ; Robert Moore, 
October, 1861 ; Jacob Amacher, October, 1864 ; Joseph Evans, 
June, 1870; C. Dietrich, July, 1871; Chas. Lehmann, March, 
1873 ; J. W. Donaldson, November, 1882; J. A. Donaldson, 
March, 1894. 

Division No. 5. Clerks : Samuel Whaley, June, 

David Whaley, September, 1876 ; Thos. Trow, September, 1879, 
Bailiffs : Jobn Coulter 1853 ; John Jones, November, 185 

Wm. Mass, 1859 ; J. M. Scott, June, 1881 5 J. J. 
Whaley, November, 1886 ; Alex. Munro, April, 1888 ; W. D. 
Weir, April, 1891 

Division No. 6 Clerks : James Coleman, February, 1853 5 
Spencer Tunstall, June, 1860; David D. Hay, August, 186r ; 
William G. Hay, December, 1873 ; David D. Hay, March, 1875 5 
William John Hay, April, 1884 ; Francis W. Hay, August, 1893 3 
William Bright, August, 1900. | Bailiffs : Geo. Tracey, February, 
1853 ; Joseph McCulley, February, 1853 ; Thos. E. Hay, July, 
1860; Wm. F. Hacking, October, 1864 ; Jacob Loree, December, 
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1873; Robert Russell Hay, March, 1878 ; Robert Hay, October, 

1878 ; W. H. Hay, March, 1893 ; Thomas Male, June, 1902. 
‘The following is a list of Justices for the County of Perth 

appointed at the last issue of Commission of the Peace, and acting 


in 1902 Joba Aikens, Dublin ; Robert Armstrong, Wartburg } 
James Bennoch, Stratford; Lewis Bolton, Listowel ; George 
Brown, Shakespeare ; Charles Brook, Mitchell ; John Brown, 
Stratford ; Richard Horace Baia, Fullarton ; David Brethour, 
Wootham ; Robert Beatty, Kirkton ; George Bald, Sebringville 
Charles Bellamy, St. Marys; James Crerar, Stratford ; Tom 
Coveney, Mitchell; John Campbell, Metropolitan ; Daniel D. 
Campbell, Listowel; Joseph Walker Cull, Mitchell ; John M. 
Cameron, Anderson ; Hugh Campbell, Mitchell ; James Callin, 
Stratford ; James Clyne, St. Pauls; Robert Cleland, Listowel ; 
Robert Clarke, Carlingford ; Charles Cosens, Trowbridge ; Peter 
Campbell, Bornholm ; James Dickson, Donegal ; David Douglass, 
Mitchell; Jas. Dunsmore, Granton ; Jno. Dwyer, Bornholm ; Geo. 
Edwards, Milverton; Thos. Epplett, St. Marys ; Dilman Kenny Brb, 
Sebringville ; Joha Freeborn, Freehorn ; Robert Henry Freeborn, 
Frecborn ; Daniel Flanigan, Stratford ; Andrew Falk, Lisbon ; 
Henry Foley, Kinkora; Andrew Goetz, Sebringville ; George 
Goots, Sebringville ; James Nichol Grieve, Millbank; F. R. 
Hamilton, Cromarty ; W. V. Hutton, St. Marys ; S. R. Hesson, 
Stratford ; J. B, Hamilton, Atwood ; J. A. Hacking, Listowel 
James Hammond, Atwood; D. D. Hay, Stratford ; Moses 
Harvey, Newry; Henry Hemsworth, Gowanstown ; Francis 
Jacob, Brodhagen ; William Johnston, Woodham ; P. R. Jarvis, 
Steatford ; John Kenny, je-, Dublin ; John Kelly, Kinkora ; 
William Keith, Listowel; William George Kruspe, Sebringyille ; 
William Laing, Wildwood ; William Lochead, Atwood ; John 
Low, Stratford ; John Mokr, New Hamburg ; N. Monteith, Steat- 
ford’; William Machan, Mitchell; Joseph Miller, Wartburg ; 
William Mowat, Stratford ; Aurelius Moses, St. Marys ; Joseph 
Mountain, St. Marys $C. H. Merryfield, Monlcton ; James Menzies, 
Molesworth ; G. H. Melatyrs, St. Marys ; Peter MeVannell, St. 
Marys; J. J. McKenna, Dublin; James McCallum, Amulree ; 
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Daniel McLean, Sebringville ; William MeCaffre 
Patrick J. O'Brien, Stratford ; John W. Poole, St. Marys ; W 
Porteous, Fullarton ; James Pierce, jr., Dublin ; Thomas Pascoe, 
Mitchell ; Cornelius Quinlan, Stratford ; Robert Radcliffe, Prospect 
james L. Russell, Russeldale ; John Rutherford, Monkton ; 
Thomas Ryan, Dublin; John Robinson, Kirkton ; J. D. Stewart, 
Russeldale ; Fred H. Sharpe, St. Marys; W. F, Sanderson, St. 
Marys; F. Switzer, Woodham ; Joha W. Scott, Listowel ; D, 
George Shearer, Poole ; Robert Simpson, 
} Peter Stewart, Stratford ; Alexander Stewart, Monk 
Henry Stephan, Brodhagen ; Jno. Stewart, Listowel ; Duncan 
Stewart, Hampstead ; John Schaefer, Tavistock ; James Smith, 
Shakespeare ; David Trachsell, Shakespeare; Luther F. W. 
Turner, Fullarton; Christopher Tabberner, Listowel; W. D. 
Weir, Milverton ; John Watson, Burns ; Jacob Walter, Listowel ; 
Patrick Whelihan, St. Marys ; George B. Webster, Science Hill; 
John Walsh, St. Marys. 





‘The 28th Regiment (Perth Infantry), was organized September 
14th, 1866, with headquarters at Stratford 

The first regimental officers were Lieut.-Col., R. S. Service, 
Majors, T. B. Guest and Charles James ; Paymaster, Leon M 
Clench ; Adjutant, David Scott ; Quartermaster, Peter J. Sinith- 
wick ; Surgeon, David Wilson, and Assistant-Surgeon, J.P. 
Jackson, 

Lieut.-Col, Service, having been appointed Brigade-Major, 
Capt. William Smith’ was promoted to the command of the 
regiment in 1872 ; upon his retirement in 1881, ) 
succeeded to the command, from which he retired in 188: 
was succeeded by Major R. S. MeKaight, who re 
Sil 1898, when Lieut.-Col. H. A. L. White succeeded him as 
commanding officer, 

The regimental officers are Lieut.-Col., H. A. L, White; Majors, 
W. C, Moserip and G. T. Cooke ; Paymaster, Major William Law- 
rence ; Quartermaster, Capt. 0. E. Stalker; Medical Officer, 
Surgeon-Captain J. P. Rankin; Hon. Chaplain, Rev. David 
Williams, M.A. 

The regiment is composed of six companies, located as follows : 
No. 1 Company, Stratford ; No. 2 Company, Stratford; No. 3 
Company, St. Marys ; No. 4 Company, Mitchell ; No, 5 Company, 
Stratford ; No. 6 Company, Stratford. 

The Regiment has an efficient band of thirty performers, Mr. 
Foster Clase being bandmaster. 

No. 1 Company was organized in 1856 as ‘The Stratford 
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Volunteer Rifle Company.” It consisted of upwards of eighty 
men, under command of Captain Henry Imlach, Lieut, L. T. 
O'Loane, and Ensign James Orr. 

With the exception of the historic “Brown Bess" and white 
cross belts, the Company was maintained free of expense to the 
Government till 1858, after which an annual allowance of four or 
five dollars per man was made; the old arms, etc., were replaced 
by Enfield rifles and black leather belts 

The original uniform of the Company consisted of green shell 
jacket, trousers and forage cap. In 1860 green tunic, trousers 
and shakos were procured. 

‘The original officers having retired, they were succeeded by 
Capt. R. S. Service, Lieut. Robert Macfarlane and Ensign W. 
M. Clark, 

The Company had the honor of taking part in the reception of 
His Majesty King Edward VI. (then Prince of Wales) on the 
occasion of his visit to Stratford in 1860. 

Up till the end of 1861, the Company paid all expenses con- 
nected with drill, etc.; afterwards the Imperial Government 
furnished instructors, and in 1863 the first Government clothing 
was issued. 

On the 25th April, 1865, the Company was placed on active 
service for three months, at Windsor and Sandwich, It consisted 
of three officers and sixty-five non-commissioned officers and men. 
‘They were proud of the fact that during this service no charge of 
any kind was made against a member of the Company 

On March 8th, 1866, the Company was again placed on active 
service at Stratford, Chatham, Sandwich and Windsor. It was 

ppt out for about four months. The duty was heavy, and the 
record of the Company was very good. In the following August 
it formed part of the field force at Thorold under Colonel (now 
Field Marshall Lord) Wolseley 

On the formation of the 28th Regiment, the officers of No. 1 
Company were Capt. Robert Macfarlane, M.P., Lieut. W. M. 
Clark and Ensign R. R, Lang. ‘The uniform of the Company was 
changed from green to scarlet in 1871, In 1872 Captain Mac- 
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farlane was promoted to majority, and Ensign Lang became 

ptain. Upon his retirement in 1883 Lieut. F. K. Burnham 
became Captain. Upon his retirement in 1885, Lieut. J. L. Hotson 
became Captain, who retired in 1892, and was succeeded by Lieut. 
S.M. Johnson, upon whose retirement in 1896 Lieut. Grayson 
Alexander became Captain and held command till 1868, when 
Lieut. Royal Burritt, the present Captain, was appointed. The other 
officer of the Company is Lieut. M. D, Hamilton. 

No. 2 Company was organized in 1861 as “The Stratford Infantry 
Company,” but was not recognized, armed and equipped till 1862, 
The first officers were Capt. W. J. Imlach, Lieut. Charles James, 
and Ensign Henry Sewell (the latter gentleman died in 1866); 
Capt. Imlach retired, and Lieut. James became Captain, the other 
officers being Lieut. Robert Smith and Ensign David Seott, 

On March 8th, 1866, the Company was called out for active 
service and did duty at Stratford, Chatham, Windsor and closed 
as part of field force at Thorold in August. 

‘On the formation of the 28th Regiment, the officers of No. 2 
were Capt. William Smith, Lieut. R. A. MacGregor and Ensign 
Hugh Nichol. In. 1872 Capt. Smith was promoted to rank of 
Lieut.-Colonel of the Regiment, and was succeeded by Captain A, 
W. Dodd, who retained the Company till he was appointed Adju- 
tant in 1876, and was succeeded by Capt. J. R. Hamilton, who 
held the position till he was promoted to majority in 1885, when 
hhe was succeeded by Capt. Geo. T. Cooke, who retained command 
until promoted to majority in 1898, and was followed by David 
Gibson as Captain ; upon the retirement of Capt. Gibson in 1900, 
the present Capt. A. H. Monteith was appointed. The other 
officers of the Company are Lieuts. S, W. N. Monteith and 
Clarence Trow, 

No. 3 Company was organized in 1866 as “The St. Marys 
Infantry Company,” with the following officers: Capt. T. B. Guest, 
Lieut, John McDonatd and Ensign David McConnell. ‘The Com. 
any formed part of the field force at Thorold in August, 1866, 
On the formation of the Regiment, Capt. Guest was appointed 
Major and Lieut. McDonald became Captain of the Company. He 
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retired in 1869, and was succeeded by Lieut. R. S. MeKnight, as 
Captain, who being promoted to the position of Major in 1878, 
was succeeded by Captain W. A. Bailey, who died in 1882, was 
succeeded by W. C. Moserip, as Captain, who retained Company 
till 1895, when, being appointed Major, he was succeeded by the 
present Captain D. W. Jamieson, the other officers being L 

G, S. Kirkpatrick and L. Spearin. 

No. 4 Company was organized at Listowel in 1866, the first 
officers being D. D. Campbell, Captain; John Zimmerman, 
Lieut., and W. F. Hacking, Ensign. Upon the retirement of 
Captain Campbell, Lieut. T. G. Fennell became Captain, who 
retired in 1876. The Company was then removed to St. Marys, 
and Captain H. A. L. White, of No. 5 Company, transferred to it, 
Capt. White being appointed Major in 1882, was succeeded by J. 
E. Harding, as Captain, who retired in 1884, when Lieut. J. G. 
Beam, formerly of the 44th Regiment, was appointed Captain, 
Upon’ Lieut. Beam's appointment as Adjutant in 1885, James 
Hamilton became Captain, and continued in command till 1899, 
when, being appointed Quartermaster, Lieut. G. L. Money was 
appointed Captain, and the headquarters changed to Mitchell, 
the other officer being Lieut. W. Thompson, 

‘The original No. 5 Company was formed in Mitchell in 1866, 
but, having become inefficient, was removed from the list of active 
militia, and the original No. 6 Company, organized in 1866 in the 
Township of Blanshard, became No. 5. The officers of this com= 
pany were Captain David Brethour, Lieut. H. A. L. White, and 

sign John Anderson, Captain Brethour retired in 1871, and 
Lieut. H, A. L. White became Captain, who, being in 1876 trans- 
ferred to No. 4 Company, was succeeded by Lieut. W. H. Paisey, 
formerly of the Royal Artillery, who held the position of Captain 
till 1884. Upon the resignation of Captain Paisey the Company 
was transferred to Listowel, and Lieut. H. B. Morphy became 
Captain, Upon his retirement in 1895 the Company was removed 
to Stratford, and Lieut. H. W. Copus appointed Captain. The 
other officers are Lieuts. H. W. Baker and L, Costello. 

No. 6 Company was originally No. 7 of the Regiment, but upon 
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the abolition of the original No. 5 Company it became No. 6. It 
‘was organized at Fullarton in 1868, the first officers being Captain 
Richard Francis, Lieut, James Gourlay, and Ensign John Baird. 
Captain Francis resigned in 1870, and Lieut, Gourlay became 
Captain. In 1882 the Company was transferred to Stratford 
Captain Gourlay resigned in 1884, and Lieut. Arthur Robb took 
command. Upon his resignation in 1889 Lieut. Williamson Guy 
‘was appointed Captain, the other company officer being Lieut. E. 
G. Holliday 





























CHAPTER IX. 


The names given to new towns, villages and places in any 
country are frequently a reflex of the feelings of those by whom 
they are founded. ‘This may arise from environment or tempera- 
ment of the people. Many ancient Irish names indicate fine poetic 
ideals, and did not require the genius of Moore, nor a record of 


her ancient people, with all their hallowed traditions, to give them 


force and efficacy, in appealing to the loftiest conceptions of the 
human heart. Such beautiful runic names as Innisfallen, Innis- 
thral, Enniscorthy, Killarney, Sweet Vale of Avoca, Enniskillen, 
and Strathbane are marvellous revelations of poetic character in a 
highly imaginative people. 

Tn Scotland ancient names are based to a greater degree on 
environment than on any ebullition of poetic feeling in a people 
also of high poetic temperament. Such names as Strathclyde, 
Strathavon, Strathspey, and many others also indicate the beauti- 
fal strath or valley through which flow these several streams of 
the Clyde, the Spey and the Avon, The names of her glens, het 
vales, her lofty bens, all beautiful in themselves, point clearly to 
material surroundings rather than poetic fancy. In England 
romantic names are not often found, and the glamour thrown 
around some of her finest places is the outcome of historic incident, 
without any inherent charm in the name itself. 

Ina great portion of Canada, and in this county in particulary 
the aspect of the country is everywhere nearly the same. There 
appears, so far, to be noappreciable influence from environment in 
giving names to new towns and villages truly Canadian, except 
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such as are of a most prosaic character. In all too many instances 
the names given are meaningless and harsh, affording much room 
for improvement. The average Canadian is apparently reckless 
as to propriety in names. When he has founded a new village or 
“comers,” which, even during his life, may become a place of 
great importance, he quietly adds to his own name in many 


instances the word ton, ville, or town, and the christening is 
complete. 

Many of the Indian names retained in Canada are very pretty, 
and we forgive the overwhelming array of syllables in many of 
them in the soft melody of their pronunciation. In this county a 
few appropriate names have been given, such as Morningdale, 
Millbank, Avonton, Avonbank, Fairview, and Prospect Hill, All 
of these names are characteristic of their environment. 

In a paper by Mr. John Idington, K. C., of Stratford, on thie 
“Origin of names of post offices in the County of Perth,” and to 
which I am much indebted for information regarding the subject 
matter of this chapter, there is a quotation from the Encyclopedia 
Britannica which truthfully says:—“The study of these names and 
“of their survival in civilization enables us in some cases to ascer- 
“tain what peoples inhabited districts now tenanted by persons 
“of far different speech. Thus the names of mountains and rivers 
“in many parts of England are Celtic ; for example, to take 
“familiar instances—Usk, Esk and Avon.” Mr. Idington then 
goes on to say very finely, ‘* Our own Avon, we know, does not 
“‘betoken this, but rather the remembrance of home, as it burned 
“in the hearts of those who first pitched their tents on the spot 
“where we now stand, 

“ Itis the tracing of these home yearnings that furnishes much 
“of the pleasure in asking and answering how our post offices got 
“their names. The people got together to tattle and gossip at 
“all those places where there are now post offices before the 
“offices came. ‘They talked of home, of exch other, of their sur~ 
“‘roundings and feelings, whims, and old fancies, and thus names 
“were given, 

“Where the Avon flowed it was determined by the Engl 
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“in charge of this part of the country as officers of the Canada 
“Company that a Stratford should grow 

This is assuredly true, and, with the exception of a few names 
which have been given by the Department, those of the various 
offices in this county in many cases denote the nationality of the 
settlers surrounding them. 

The dates I have set forth as the period when the several offices 
were opened has, as far as possible, been copied from the Depart- 
mental records in Ottawa, which extend backwards, however, to 
1854 only, Previous to that period there are none, A number of 
offices were established in this county long prior to 1854, and, 
therefore, the best information obtainable of the dates of opening 
will, I think, be found about correct. 

“Amulree—In the township of North Easthope, was named after 
‘a small place of that name in Perthshire, Scotland. A number of 
‘om that shire in the old land, and, amongst 
st hotel in 














the early settlers 
others, one named Sandy Dallas, who kept the 
Amulree, decided on the name of their native place in Scotland. 
This office was opened in 1878 with Mr. A. M. Fisher as first 





postmaster. 

‘Anderson —Received its name from Frank Anderson, deceased, 
who was for a number of years prominent in municipal polities in 
Blanshard, This office was opened in 1867 by the late H. White, 
first postmaster 

Abswood.—This office is in Elma, and was first opened as 
Newry Station postoffice in 1876, with Donald Gordon post- 
master, Prior to this period an office named Newry had been 
opened by Mr. Coulter. Upon the completion of the southern 
extension of the W. G. & B. R, R., astation was erected about 
three-quarters of a mile north of Newry, which was known as 
Newry Station. Subsequently a large trade sprung up at this 
point, and Atwood was built, To prevent confusion arising 
between the offices of Newry and Newry Station, the people of 
Atwood at a public meeting decided to change the name of their 
office, After a long discussion and a number of names submitted 
to the meeting Atwood was selected. This change occurred in 














, 
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1883, Donald Gordon, first postmaster at Newry Station, retain 
ing his position. Further information regarding this point will be 
found in the history of Elma Township, a part of this work. 

Avonbank—Received its name from Mr. Mui, as being most 
appropriate, on account of the high bank on which it was situate 
beside the River Avon. Opened 1856 by James Muie as first post- 
master. This office is in Downie, 

4vontom—Also in Downie, was named by Archie Shields, who 
was for several years township clerk. Its proximity to the River 
Avon, in a very pretty valley, suggested the name, This office was 
opened in 1865, with Archie Shields as first postmaster, 

Bornholm—In Logan, is the name of an island in the Baltic Sea, 
and was named by the Department, the people themselves being 
uunable to agree upon a name. ‘The office was opened in 1865, 
with L. Hagarty as first postmaster. 

Brition—In, the township of Elma, is supposed to have been 
named by the railway authorities as a station on the Stratford & 
Huron Railway. The office was opened in 1883, with Joseph 
Freeman as first postmaster, 

Brocksden.—This: was a spot occupied, it is said, by a person 
who was nicknamed Brock the Badger, from which this neigh: 
bourhood takes its name, and adopted it as that of the postoffice. 
This olfice was opened in 1900, with Robert G, Patterson as first 
postmaster, 

Brodhagen—In the township of Logan, was named after Charles, 
Brodhagen, who kept the first store and hotel, and was founder of 
the village. The office was opened in 1865 with Mr. Brodhagen 
8s first postmaster. 

Brotherston—Was named in honor of Montezuma Brothers, who 
had taken an active interest in providing mail accommodation for 
his neighbourhood. Mr. Brothers was honored for his efforts on 
behalf of the people in this section with the privilege of naming 
and giving his own name to the new office, which was opened in 
1885, Montezuma Brothers first postmaster. 

Brunner—In the township of Ellice, was named after a family 
ofpioneers of that name. Jacob Brunner, in the early days, erected 
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‘a saw mill a short distance west of where the station now is, 
establishing a postoffice for the convenience of the district sur 


rounding. At the opening of the Stratford & Huron R. R. the 
business was removed to Brunner Station. Jacob Brunner was 
for many years a prominent man in municipal politics, was warden 
of the county, and a candidate in South Perth for parliamentary 
honors, but was defeated by Hon. Thomas Ballantyne. This 
office was opened in 1867, with Jacob Brunner as first postmaster. 

‘Burns—in the township of Mornington, was named after 
Robert Burns, the Ayrshire poet, by a number of his countrymen, 
who were settled in that section of the county. Opened in 1865 
by John Gibson as first postmaster. 

Carlingford. —The village of Carlingford was founded by two 
sons of the Emerald Isle, Mr, Abraham Davidson and Mr. Cook, 
each of whom desired to link his name with the future town, 
‘The inspector, to gratify neither, and still please them both, gave 
the name Carlingford, one of the prettiest spots in Ireland, to the 

ew office, which was opened in 1856, Abraham Davidson frst 
postmaster, This office is in the township of Fullarton, 

Carmunnock.—This office was named by William Mahan, who 
had considerable interest at this point in the early days. Mr. 
Mahan was born in Carmunnock, Renfrewshire, Scotland, and so 
named the new hamlet in Logan. This office was opened in 1875, 
William Mahan first postmaster. 

Carthage.—The naming of this office seems to have been a 
matter of chance. Mr. Thomas Hamilton, the first settler, and 
Mr. Gamble, another early settler, are credited with giving it this 
name. Mr. Hamilton would have named the place after himself, 
but the city of Hamilton was already in the Ontario list of offices. 
It was decided, therefore, to name the place Carthage. The office 
twas opened in 1856, with Alexander MeDonald as first postmaster. 

Chiselhurst—Io the township of Hibbert, received its name 
from Chiselhurst, in England, where Napoleon Ill. died. This 
office was opened in 1875, with William Moore as first postmaster. 

Conray—In the township of Downie, known as Conroy's 
Corners, was named in honor of a pioneer family, who were the 
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first settlers. ‘The office was opened in 1866, with John Rutledge 
as first postmaster. 

Cromarty—In the township of Hibbert, was named by Joha 
Ferguson, of Craigdarroch, Scotland, as being the birthplace of 
Hugh Miller, author of “Testimony of the Rocks” and “Old Red 
Sandstone," and whose writings had a wonderful influence in 
bringing about the disruption in the Kirk of Scotland in 1842-3. 
This office was opened in 1836, with John McLaren, who founded 
the village, as first. postmaster. 

Donegat—In the township of Elma, was named by John R. 
Foster, it being the name of his native place in Ireland. ‘This 
office was opened in 1856, John R. Foster first postmaster. 

Dublin.—This office was first named Carronbtook, from the 
stream that flows through the village. This is one of the oldest 
settlements in Perth county, and the first postoflice was opened by 
U.C. Lee, about 1854, When Carronbrook attained the dignity of 
a police village in 1878, Joseph Kidd and Tom King were lead- 
ing men of the place. Mr. Kidd, having been born in Dublin, 
Ireland, under the shadow of the ‘Hill 0° Houth,” the new police 
village was named after Ireland’s capital, G. J. Kidd being post- 

Fuirview—In Downie, was named from the beautiful view 
obtained from its elevated site, affording a pleasant prospect over 
goodly portion of Perth and Oxford counties. This office was 
opened in 1863, with L. Robinson, as first postmaster. 

Ferntank—In Mornington, was named by the late Mrs. Grieve, 
wife of James Grieve, M.P., who represented North Perth in 
parliament. Mr. Grieve's farm was known as Fernbank, and this 
ame was given to the postoffice, which was opened in 1896, with 
William Reid as first postmaster. 

Frechorn—In Mornington, was named in honor of John Free= 
born, an old resident of Mornington, who founded Millbank, and 
‘who was amongst the first to carry the banner of civilization into 
the wilderness in this section of Perth County. This office was 
pened in 1886, with John Freeborn as first postmaster. 

Fullarton—In Fullarton, was named after that municipality, 
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which again was named in honor of Mr, Fullarton, one of the first 
directors of the Canada Company. This village was founded by 
Mr. James Woodley, and the office opened in 1852, with John 
Buchan, as postmaster, a Scotchman, who opened the first store, 

Gadshill—In Ellice and North Easthope, is a low elevation in 
what was at one period a dense swamp, and to add some dignity 
to the little spot of dry land, it was named after the famous hill 
sacred to the memory of Falstaff, and later Charles Dickens. 
This office was opened in 185s, with W. B. Crinkley as first 
postmaster. 

Gozoanstoron—In Wallace, was named in honor of Thomas H. 
Gowan, who founded the place, and kept the first store and 
tavern. This office was opened in 1871, with William Blackstone 
as first postmaster. 

Gorrie—In Fullacton, was named in honor of the Carse of 
Gowrie in Scotland, and was opened in 1881, with Richard Moore 
as first postmaster. 

Hampstead—1n North Easthope, was named by the Depart 
ment at Ottawa, and opened in 1865, with Richard Lillico as 
first postmaster. 

Hesson—In Mornington, was formerly known as Mack's 
Corners. Mr. SR. Hesson, who was M.P. for the north riding 
of Perth, did much to improve postal facilities in this section, and 
the people in acknowledgment of his efforts in their behalf named 
the new office in his honor. This office was opened in 1883, with 
William F. Mack as first postmaster 

Kennicott—In Ellice, was formerly known as Sillsburg, being 
founded by Sills brothers, who were first settlers, Subsequent to 
their departure, the name was changed to Kennicott, in honor of 
Mr. Kenny, who was postmaster. This office was opened in 1890, 
with James Ernest, postmaster. 

Kinkora—In Ellice, is the centee of a large Irish population, 
and is named in remembrance of their old home. This office was, 
‘opened in 1857, with William Hearsnip as first postmaster. 

Kirkton—On the boundary line between Blanshard and U 
borne townships, was named after the Kirk family, several brothers 
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of whom were early settlers in the neighborhood, This office was 
opened in 1856, with James Eaton, of the firm of James and 
Timothy Eaton, who opened the first store in Kirkton, as first 
postmaster. 

Kuhryville—tn Ellice, was named in honor of Andrew Kuhry, 
an old settler and prominent man in the municipality. This office 
was opened in 1899, with Alexander Smith as first postmaster. 

Kiurtsville—In Wallace, was named after John Kurtz, on whose 
farm the office was established in 1885, with Jacob F. Doersam 
2 first postmaster. 

Lisbon —In North Easthope, on the boundary line between 
Waterloo and Perth County, was named in honor of the capital of 
Portugal. This office was opened in 18536, with John Zinkann as 
first postmaster. 

Listwwsel—Now the town of Listowel, was formerly known as 
Mapleton and Windham. The Department subsequently set aside 
both names in favor of Listowel. This office was opened in 1856, 
with William H. Hacking as first postmaster. 

Metropolitan—In Blanshard, was named by John H. Donald= 
son, a school teacher in the neighborhood. A temperance hall 
was erected on the opposite corner from the school building. Mr. 
Donaldson, considering these progressive movements as evidence 
of a great metropolis, named it Metropolitan. This office was 
opened in 1875, with William Spence as postmaster. 

Miltoant—In, Mornington, was founded by Mr. Freeborn, who 
was first settler, and derives its name from a mill being erected on 
the bank that bordered the stream. This office was opened in 
1850 by William Rutherford, who was first postmaster. 

Milverton—Also in Mornington, was first known as West's 
Corners, after the name of an early settler. Subsequently a more 
euphonious name was desired by the people, and at a public 
meeting called for the purpose, it was called Milverton, at the 
suggestion of Rev. P. Musgrave, in honor of his birthplace in the 
ld land. This office was opened in 1854, with D. Matthews as 
first postmaster. 

Molesworth—In Wallace, bears the name of Sir William 
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Molesworth, who was Coonial Secretary in 1855, This office was 
‘opened in 1870, with Samuel Lougheed as frst postmaster. 

Mitchell—Now the town of Mitchell, received its name from a 
person called Mitchell, who built a small shanty on the river bank, 
Where travellers found shelter and lodging. Between Seebach’s 
and Rattenbury's, at Clinton, ‘Mitchel's” was the only place of 
entertainment. This office was opened about 1842, with John 
Hicks as frst postmaster. [I have been able to obtain no further 
data regarding the name of this place, which, taken in connection 
with other circumstances coming under my observation, I believe 
is correct.] 

Monkion.—Fer history of the village, and the period when 
founded, the reader is referred to the history of Elma inthis work. 
‘The postoffice was opened in 1858 by Edward Greensides as post. 
master. 

Motherwell —n Fullarton, received its name from James 
Brown, who was for many years one of the most prominent men 
fof the municipality. Mr. Brown with his family were among the 
first settlers in this section, and came originally from Lanark, ia 
the eastern part of this Province. The name Motherwell was 
given to this office as being the name of the old home of Mr. 
Brown's family, io Lanarkshire, Scotland. This office was opened 
in 1865, James Brown, st, first postmaster. 

Munro—Aiso in Fullarton, was named in honor of William 
Munro, who made every effort to accommodate the neighborhood 
by distributing mail matter in the district. This office was opened 
jn 1889, with Mr, Munro as first postmaster. 

Newry—In Elma, was named after the birthplace of the late Mr. 
Coulter, one ofthe first settlers, and a most energetic man. This 
office was opened in 1862, with Mr. C: Coulteras first postmaster. 

Newion—ln Mornington, was named by the people of that 
section in honor of Sir Isaac Newton. This office was opened in 
1881, with Mr. John Zoeger as first postmaster 

Nithburg—la. North Easthope, at one time known as Brown's 
Mills, was founded at an early day. In 1849 a village plot was 
laid out where the present office now is, and named Nithburg, as 
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being the burg on the River Nith. The first postoffice was opened 
in the new burg in 1848, by James Browa, first and only post- 
master, who has held the position for a longer period than any 
other officer in the county. 

Palmerston—On the boundary of Wallace, was first known as 
Dryden postoffice, and opened in 1866, with Robert Johnston as 
postmaster. Through the construction of the Wellington, Grey & 
Brace and the Stratford & Huron Railways, Palmerston has become 
a railroad centre. In 1873, therefore, the name Dryden was 
changed to Palmerston, in honor of Lord Palmerston, who was 
for some time Prime Minister of Great Britain, Mr. Robert John- 
ston still continuing in the position of postmaster. 

Poole.—This place is in Mornington, and was surveyed by 
Government as a town plot, and named by those in authority at 
the time. The town was not successful, and is now a quiet 
country village. The postoffice was opened in 1865, with Mr. D. 
Mathews as first postmaster. 

Prospect Hill—In Blanshard, was first known as Fish Creek, 
and located a mile further north than the present office. Prospect 
Hill, at one time an important village, received its name on 
account of its elevation, being built on the highest point of land 
for many miles in any direction. This office was opened at Fish 
Creek by John Bell, in 1852, and subsequently removed to Prospect, 
Hil, 

Rannoch—1n Blanshard, was named by the authorities at 
Ottawa, in honor, it is supposed, of a loch or glen in the High- 
lands of Scotland. This office was opened in 1895, with Joha H. 
Jameson as first postmaster. 

Rostock—In Ellice, was named by the old settlers, who came 
from Mecklenburg, in Germany, and still mindful of the Vaterland, 
gave this postoffice the name of their old home. This office was 
‘opened in 1880, by Justus Kreuter, as first postmaster. 

Russeidale—In Fullarton, was named ia honor of James Russell, 
an old pioneer, and foiinder of the village. This office was opened 
in 1874, by John Wilson, who was first postmaster. 

Se Columban—Received its name from the Church of St. 
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Columban, established by Father Schneider, whose memory is still 
dear to the old pioneers in this county, particularly those on the 
Huron Road, This office was opened in 1898, with Philip Carlin 
as first postmaster. 

‘St. Marys—In Blanshard, was named in honor of Mrs. Thomas 
Mercer Jones, wife of an agent of the Canada Co. For explana- 
tions in connection with the establishment of this office the reader 
is referred to the local history of St. Marys in another part of 
this work. The office was opened in 1845, with Thomas Christie 
as first postmaste: 

‘St. Paul—In Downie, was named after the village of St. Paul, 
capital of the township and a station on the Grand Trunk. This 
office was opened in 1875, with Charles Wilson as first postmaster. 

Science Hill.—The children going to school spoke of the build- 
ing which crowns the height of land a half mile east of the Mitchell 
Road in Blanshard as Science Hill, and hence, what was formerly 
a joke amongst the children, became the name of a post office. 
‘This office was opened in 1889, with William Dawson as first 
postmaster. 

Sebringville—On the boundary line between Downie and Ellice, 
was named in honor of John Sebring, the first settler there, and 
for a number of years a prominent man in politics and a member 
of the old district council in Goderich. This office was opened in 
1840, with T. A. Sebring as first postmaster. 

‘Shakespeare—On the boundary line between North and South 
Easthope, first known as Bell's Corners, was named in honor of 
the great dramatist, William Shakespeare, by Alexander Mitchell, 
‘This office was opened in 1848 with Alexander Mitchell as first 
postmaster, This office was kept in the hotel for some time, and 
was removed on the appointment of William Cossey as successor 
to Mr. Mitchell. 

Shipley—In Wallace, was, it is believed, named in honor of 
the birthplace of its first postmaster, Mr. E. Bristow. This office 
was opened in 1858. 

Staffa—In Hibbert, was originally named Spring Hill, 2 num- 
ber of beautiful springs rising in the declivity on which the village 
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built. Another office in Ontario of this name led to confusion 
in the mails designed for either point, when a change was made by 
the Department to Staffa. This office was opened in 1863 by 
‘Thomas Dunn, first postmaster. 

‘Stratford—Now the City of Stratford, was no doubt the first 
postoffice to be opened in this county. The stream flowing 
through the swamp, known as Victoria Lake, was named the Avon 
by the Canada Company, and the new town, first known as Little 
‘Thames, was called Stratford in honor of Stratford-on-Avon, the 
birthplace of William Shakespeare. This office was opened 
about 1835, with Mr. J.C. W. Daly as first postmaster. 

Tavistock—On the boundary line between South Easthope in 
Perth County and Zorra in the County of Oxford, was named in 
honor of a place of that name in England. This office was opened 
by John Voeleker in 1856. 

Topping—On the boundary line between North Easthope and 
Mornington, is supposed to be named in honor of a place on the 
borders of Devon and Somersetshires, in England, and the birth- 
place of Mr. Coulton, an old settler in that section. This office 
was opened in 1865, with S. Crozier as first postmaster 

Trowbridge—in Elma, was opened in 1854 as Elma postoffice, 
but was subsequently changed in 1838 to Trowbridge. ‘The first 
postmaster in 1854 was George Code, 

Trecastle—In Wallace, was named in honor of a town in 
Ireland, by a number of Irish settlers in its vicinity. This office 
‘was opened in 1856 by Mr. Freeborn Kee as first postmaster. 

Wallace—In the township of Wallace, was named in honor of 
the municipality, and that, we are informed, was named after 
Baron Waillace, Vice-President of the Board of Trade under Lord 
Goderich. This office was opened in 1854, with Charles Burrows 
as first postmaster. 

Wartburg—In Ellice, was named after a town in Germany. 
‘The settlers in this vicinity were Lutherans, and the Rev. Mr. 
Schaffarnock, their minister, named the new place after Wartburg 
in Germany, where Martin Luther lay in prison for ten months, 
‘and employed his time in translating the Bible, This office was 
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first opened in 1865 as Totness, G. T. Dennstett, first postmaster, 
Subseqently the name was changed to Wartburg in 1869, with EF, 
Frommhagen as first postmaster 

Whalen—On the boundary line between Biddulph and Blan- 
shard, was named after Michael Whalen, a pioneer settler, who 
kept a log tavern at this point in the early days. This office was 
‘opened in 1871, with J. H. Milson as first postmaster. 

Wildwood—In the township of Downie, was named by Mr. 
William Laing, first poatmaster, after a place in Florida, where 
friends were residing. This office was opened in 1896. 

Woodham—In Blanshard, was named by Mr. Jonathan Shier, a 
resident, and Mr. Walker Unwin, who was first postmaster, on a 
chance suggestion by one of the parties. This office was opened 
in 1865. 








CHAPTER X. 


Meantime, whilst great progress had been made in every 
department of our material development, literary effort was 
unknown, or confined to the privacy of those who were actuated 
by taste, or who had strong proclivities in that direction. There 
was nothing in pioneer life, with all its intense struggle, to induce 
those whose ability would have been equal to such an undertaking 
as that of writing books. Physical and mental labor are quite 
incompatible. It was not, therefore, till the former had been 
overcome, and its stern demands had been satisfied in pioneer 
days ; when at last a resting place had heen found for the toiler's 
feet, that literary work attracted attention, 

It is true, maudlin poetic effusions appeared from time to time 
in the county newspaper press, from some young aspirant after 
fame. These productions usually displayed every evidence of a 
three-fold agony, piling up such epithets as “silent tomb,” “celestial 
choir,” “golden crown," “pearly streets” and “empty chair.” 
‘These terrific ebullitions of silly juvenility, with an oceasional prose 
article, containing awful denunciations of some defeated candidate 
at a municipal election, constituted our literary achievements for 
many years subsequent to first settlement. That we had a nume 
ber of citizens in this county, from an early day, of rare ability 
their publications during the last two decades has. fully 
demonstrated. A historical work of this county would be incom= 

plete without at least showing where we stand in this department 
of social lite. 














In poetry, as displaying the highest form of divine literary art, 
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this county, if not in advance, is certainly equal to any other in 
Canada. In that spirituality which is the soul of poetry, in all 
those attributes which centre and focus in the human heart, and 
are evolved by human agency into tangible things, a lady in Strat- 
ford holds first rank, Mary Maitland is a sweet singer, and in 
smoothness of rythm, dignified, chaste and refined expression, in 
sympathy and intensity of feeling, is not excelled. Over nearly 
all her work a veil of strong religious sentiment has been cast, 
which, while it indicates a genuine goodness of heart, gives a 








10 her poems, which, in our opinion, detracts somewhat 
feom their interest. She is not discoursive, neither is she gifted 
by any great imaginative power, her works being altogether a pure 
inspiration of the affections. 











Everywhere are found expressions of tenderness and deep feel- 
ing (which, after all, are, or should be, the foundation of all poetry), 
shining like pearls of a pure, womanly heart. The mission of all 

\d promote 
human excellence. Evidences of these noble aspirations are 
abundant throughout the work of this excellent lady. It is to be 
regretted that no edition of Mrs. Maitland’s poems has ever been 
published. On the minds of all readers they could not fail of a 
refining effect, and in promoting a lasting influence for good in 
their character. The spirit of aggrandizement never for a moment 
actuated this lady in her work. She sang because her heart was 
fall, We feel constrained to acknowledge the honesty of thought 
expressed, when she says 





song is to elevate, soften and refine human character, 





But, if perchance some tender thought 
My homely mse in song has wrowght, 
May eer have cheeted or soothed oF blessed 
Some kindred hear, by awe oppresed, 


It is enough—enough for me; 
1 seck no higher minsteesy 

‘Though fame te deaf to their refrain, 
My songs have not been sung in vai, 








In her beautiful poem, “The Unattained,” Mrs. Maitland must 
have thought of her illustrious countryman, Robert Burns, with 
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his ceaseless longing for a place in men’s hearts, and of his 
disappointments far more bitter to him than death itself, when she 


Wait till the Sxe is quenched on lip and Iyte, 
TTll the last strain bas died upon his tongue, 
Then we will tell, in *tones so like a knell 
How sweety and’ how well his song was sung 
Wait tt the til of the poor heat is still 

Sul its vain longings and ite bootless ssl, 

Wait till hes dead! and we will wreathe his head 
Wid chaplet ft, of amaranthine bloom ; 

And we will sase «pillar to his pit, 

CChiselled from crown to base, above his tom, 


In a poem entitled ‘* Jubilee Song,” great vigor and felicity of 
expression is evinced, with a marked smoothness in rythm, 


Come, wind your horns, my trasty men, 
And lusty be thei blast, 
‘That all the raptre of the stain 
‘From heat 1 heart be pased 
For glad are we, 
This day to be 
"Neath Britain's glorious banner, 
Linked hand in band 
With motherland, 
‘Our Queen heloved to honor 


Wave high the Sag, where, blest we dwell 
‘Mid scenes and joys serene; 
(we sturdy arms will guard it well 
Beneath the Maples green 
(Oh! Proad are we 
This Jubilee 
(Of the fs fand that bore ws) 
And proud 10 raise 
Our song of praise 
‘To her, who reigneth oer us! 


The highest production of Mrs. Maitland’s genius will be found 
in her poem, “Cradle Song,” which we give entire, as being 
jn our opinion the best nursery poem in the English language 
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We refer our readers to the sentiments contained in the last verse, 
every line of which contains a poem in itself. 


HEY-A-DAY! HO.A-DAY! 


Heyday! Ho-dsy! What shall 1 sing? 
Bali is weary of everrthing 

Weary of Black Sheep” ard Little Boy Bly 
Weary of “Lite Jack Homer” too, 

Weary of ‘“Ding-Dong” and ‘Caper and Crom, 
Weary of Pretty Maids all ina Rows” 
Thoogh I have stag to her dities « sere 
Lite Bue eyes are a5 wide as before! 


Heyaday! Hoaday! What shall T sing, 
Sleep to the eyes of my baby to bring? 
Sing her a song of her own lite self 
Mystical, whimsical, comical el 

Sing of the hands that endo sith their might 
More in a day than my own can set right 
Sing of the fet ever ready t0 go 

Ito the places no bay should know. 


Heyday! Ho-aday! ‘Thos wil T sing, 
While in her cradle ty Lay T swing s 

Sing of her testes that toss to-and-fo, 

Shading pink cheeks 00 a pillow of snow 5 

Sing of the chery lips guarding for me 

Treasures as rare asthe pearls of the sea; 

Sing of the wonder and marvelous light 

Tid in the blue eyes aow blinking ““cooD-Niou | 


Heyday! Hoadsy! Joy makes me sng, 


‘Who would have thought that 4 many could bring 
Into my bosom a love x0 divine, 

Into my heart all this msi of mine, 

Into my home sich a halo of light, 

Unto my hands sich = magial might 

Unio my fet all the Aeciness of wings, 

Into my being sich wonderfal things 


We are pleased to add our testimony to the work of this woman, 


who is, I dare say, almost unknown in her own city, and certainly 
so over a large section of this country. How true are Gray's lines: 


Fall many a fower is Lorn to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert aie 
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As one also worthy of a high place in the literature of this 
county is Thomas Sparks, M.D., St. Marys. Dr. Sparks has 
strong sympathies, which, in his poems of the affections, are ever 
where manifested in tenderness, and a lofty appreciation of those 
amenities which are constantly welling up in the heart of the 
noble, the good and the true. While his ideals of pure and exalted 
humanity are of a refined and elevating character, he has what 
Burns called, “A Stalk of Carle Hemp " in his nature. This gives 
a strange contradiction to much of his work, which is frequently 
misunderstood, 

In a mind so constituted, the poetry of Dr. Sparks will be found 
either extremely tender, or, on the other hand, extremely satirical 
In both he excels. In both he has written much which ought to 
bbe more widely known. In smoothness of rythm he is not equal 
to Mrs. Maitland, neither is he her equal in ease and beauty of ex- 
pression. Dr. Sparks is often rugged in his versification, but 
singularly strong, especially in his satires, in trenching into the 
folly and humbug of our social lif. In some of his finest pieces 


his mind indicates a strong Byronic bias, so much, indeed, that we 
are led to believe that he had selected Byron as a model and a 
master of the highest poetic art 

Those of our readers who are acquainted with Lord Byron's 
works will, we believe, find evidence of our assertions in the fol- 
lowing excellent lines in his poem entitled 


“ADIEU!” 


Adieu! Thosgh that word be the death knell of hope, 
But sil Twill bid thee, forever adien! 

have lingered already too long for my peace, — 

T hae lingered to see thee prove flee and untve 


1 have lingered to see life's cherished dream crushed, 
Till the sweet voice of hope in my bosom was heshed 
To the calen of despair I have lingered to sce 

The cold, heartless thing that a woman can bes 

et, las! Is that dream of out love now all gone— 
‘That spell which so fondly T hoped would prove true 3 
And must Then wander oer lifes path alone, 

‘That path which T hoped ¥ should travel with you ? 
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His poem of “The Broken Vow" is also much in the style of 
Byron, where he says— 
‘Take back again thy plighted oth, 
“Take back again the broken vow, 
ig ever, beter far for bot 
“That [should ceave to love thee now, 


Stecled he my heart gine each spel, 
(Or, if that should, alas, be van, 
“This wc at lst for both were wel, 
Never on earth to meet again. 
In a poem entitled “+ Home” his ideas are fully expressed. 
‘And dost thou ask me what ie home ? 
Fond whisp'rer from yon distant planet, 
‘With questioning lips to mortals come 
To tll the tale that angels caanot. 
Ts not close where root wn rose 
‘Without one heat te to endeat is 
Bat home is where the heart ean come 
“And loving lps ate there to cheer it 
For home is where the star of ie 
Fr ever sparkles bight obave i, 
Where we have sill some one to love, 
‘And there are ail some one to love ut 

‘These quotations from Mrs. Maitland and Dr. Sparks indicate 
high poetic merit and a pure spontaniety of thought from full 
hearts, unalloyed with mercenary thoughts or actuated by selfish 
feelings. 

In the newspaper press of the county have appeared from time 
to time poems of a high standard of excellence. In the old days 
Mrs, MeGregor, near St. Marys, and of a recent date Mrs. Mos- 
crip, of St. Marys, and Mr. A. Carman, of Strattord, have spent 
some time in dallying with the famous nine. 

If several of our poets have displayed great merit in their work, 
the prose writers of this county have given our people an 
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honorable position in Canadian history, It is only a few years 
since the first contribution was made to our literature in the pub- 
lication by Kathleen and Robina Lizars of “The Days of the 
Canada Company.” This book contains much fine writing, and, 
although we are not prepared to give it a high place as a historical 
record, as a faithful picture of a certain class in society 60 years 
ago, it is invaluable. As writers of good English, the Misses 
Lizars take high rank. In their description of certain events in 
the olden time they are lucid and picturesque, and many scenes 
and incidents which transpired in the Huron tract, are rendered 
attractive by a profusion of beautiful language. A few years sub- 
sequent to the publication of “The Days of the Canada Com- 
pany" these ladies issued another work, * The Humors of 1837," 
which was followed a year or two later by novel, supposed to be 
based on incidents which occurred in the City of Stratford. The 
popularity of this work has not been equal to that of the other 

it is well written, and one or two of the characters, 
are well drawn, it lacks invention, with its twin sister action, 
without which no story can ever be attractive. 

William Buckingham, now Manager of the British Mortgage 
Loan Company of Stratford, for many years editor and proprietor 
of The Stratford Beacon, is one of our best known literary men, 
He early distinguished himself as a writer on the county press, 
taking’ up the role of authorship subsequent to the death of Hon. 
Alexander Mackenzie. His biography of Mr. Mackenzie indicates 
fine perceptive qualities, and a command of sustained, dignified 
narrative, scarcely to be expected from one whose early years were 
cccupied in writing articles for the public newspaper press, where 
short and decisive work is most effective. 

In 1894, another work was issued from the press, by William 
N. Robertson, M.D., of Stratford. This is an extraordinary book, 
‘nd indicates what can be said regarding the most ordinary 
matters of every day life, by a person having a most intimate 
knowledge of his subject. Dr. Robertson's work is on cycling, 
‘and as we read the really tasteful language, and marvellous treat. 
ment of this strange subject, we feel our misfortune in being born 
in an age when eycling was not so popular as now. 
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With the exception of a work issued in 1899, entitled 
“Pioneers of Blanshard,” these publications constitute the 
principal literary efforts of the prose writers of this county since 
those days when pweans were sung to Indian maidens on Victoria's 
lonely shore, to the.end of 1902. If the efforts of these writers 
fare not such as to excite our wonder, they command our admira- 
tion, and are surely creditable to our county, and to those who 
have written them, and as_years roll by will be treasures to those 
who will take our places in other da 

While these writers have contributed something to Canadian 
literature, in other departments of intellectual work this county is 
distinguished. Agnes Knox, as an elocutionist, has done some- 
thing to extend the name of Canada into other lands, and added 
lustre to this county ; Nora Clinch, in the highest musical circles 
of Europe, has had for many years no second place, and St. Marys 
is proud of their success. In painting and the fine arts, in education, 
and in many other of the ramifications through which human 
thought extends for increasing our comfort, and augmenting our 


pleasure, pace has been kept with other departments of our material 
development. The literary, educational, and artistic achievements 
of this county need no eulogistic anounciations from any writer 
in order to attract the public attention, Perth County has given 
to our own and other lands evidences of an unfolding of intellectual 
capabilities such as to make her name “respected at home and 
revered abroad.” 





CHAPTER XI. 


It was not till a pioneer had passed the most intense period of 
his struggle with nature that he reached even the incipient stage 
of agricultural evolution. Although he had settled on what would 
cone day be a farm, it did not become one until he made it. For 
ten or fifteen years subsequent to entering on backwoods life he 
was not farming, but bushwhacking. His land was there, 
certainly, but was not available for agricultural purposes. It 
could not be ploughed or cultivated in any manner whatever. It 
is teue that from the bush he had evolved acres of blackened 
stumps. These clearings, with some regularity, were fenced into 
fields with snake fences. His operations for eight or ten years 
subsequent to clearing the woods were at a standstill until the 
stumps were decayed sufficiently to admit of their removal. There 
was one circumstance on which he fortunately could rely. It 
rarely happened that his first crop was a failure, In those early 
days land was full of moisture, and, amongst those blackened 
stumps, for once produced abundantly. ‘Then, not as it is now, 
it made litte difference when seed was sown—a full return on that 
virgin soil was sure. His first crop having been gathered, if he 
seeded with timothy, a scanty sward of grass could be obtained. 
Cultivation, however, for several years was impossible. The 
cleared land was one solid mass of stumps and roots, so thick and 
interlaced that no ploughing could be done. To obtain supplies 
for his family, desperate efforts were made to render some portion 
at least available. Pioneer implements were like pioneer settlers, 
apparently indestructible, but although constructed of enduring 
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material, often succumbed toan elm root and a pair of oxen, 
Fastening his cattle with a stout chain to the muzzle of his plough, 
he took his place between the handles, a long gad in his hand, 
and which, I am pleased to say, was rarely used, and nev 
tundue severity, An axe formed part of his equipment ; also for 
emergencies. His plough frequently became fast under a root, 
defying every effort of himself and oxen to extricate it. Recourse 
was then had to his axe, cutting away the unyielding obstruction, 
before relief was obtained. If his oxen, under extra exertion, 
were able to break a root which had been drawn to its utmost 
tension, then one end would rebound to its former position, striking 
the unfortunate ploughman across his limbs with terrific force, 
This usually provoked an outpouring of spirit by the suffering 
operator, in language not un-Scriptural, but arranged in a manner 
altogether different from that heard in an experience class at a 
camp meeting, forming a strange travesty on the doxology, which 
polite people of to-day might mistake for profanity. But O, it 
was a deplorable condition for a poor man, who, day after day, 
kept up an unceasing call to his oxen, struggling at the end of a 
chain, In that lonely forest, without neighbors, penniless, friend- 
less, his home a wretched hovel, his raiment and his fare scanty, 
his toil endless, no condition out of actual slavery could be more 
wretched. But, thank God! there was hope, and to that we may 
attribute his success, 

‘The scanty products of his operations were gathered together in 
a laborious manner. His hay he cut with a scythe. His grain 
was reaped with a sickle, and later on was cut with a cradle, 
raked with a hand rake, usually made by himself. His fork, a 
rather uncouth implement, was simply the forked endl of a sapling. 
This was a fairly good article, and for all practical purposes quite 
useful, It had also this advantage, that in case of mishap it could 
be easily replaced from the adjoining woods. With his oxen and 
sled he drew his harvest to a place near the shanty, where he 
threshed it with a flail. His grain was winnowed by the breeze 
of heaven as he lifted it up; and letting it fall slowly, the wind 
removed all light material, leaving his litle store in fair condition 
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for use. This, without exception, was the system adopted by all 
old settlers for a number of years until the stumps could be 
removed. Destroying these old obstructions was a joyous period 
for the pioneer. On a dark October night, every thing dry as 
tinder, the spectacle of ten oF fifteen acres of burning stumps was a 
most enjoyable one. As dark clouds rolled across the murky sky, 
freshening winds soon fanned each little flame into intenser life, 
imparting a flood of light to the landscape. Here, pethaps, a 
fire mounted and glowed around the decayed remains of an old 
forest tree that stood alone like an apparition of former greatness. 
Higher and higher it mounted, fiercer and fiercer it seemed to 
burn, hotter and hotter it glowed, until the flames had devoured 
its very vitals, when, falling at last to earth, there ascended a 
shower of sparks that seemed to reach up to heaven. 

At this point, therefore, begins agricultural evolution, whose 
constant change in methods has raised this county toa high 
rank in advanced husbandry. Previous to this period, while 
environment was constantly changing, farm methods remained 
nearly the same. A transitional period was now at hand. Hitherto 
a pioneer’s success depended largely on his physical strength and 
power of endurance. A man who could work hard day and night, 
Subsist on scanty and rude fare, was likely to be most progressive. 
Activity of mind was a commodity which, although present, could 
not be made available as it can be now. In clearing land the battle 
was always to the strong. To-day a successful farmer may or may. 
not be a man having a muscular arm ora strong limb. Husbandry 
is no longer a trial of strength; it is now a work for our reasoning 
faculties. Any farmer who is now an acknowledged leader in his 
calling will be invariably a man of ability and correct judgment, 
no matter what his physical organism may he, He is one who 
knows well that the master’s eye is of greater consqueence to suc 
cess than the servant's hand. He does not now discuss questions 
of strength or endurance with his neighbours as in the old days, 
Objects of observation, scientific research, with the data and con- 
clusions published by successful experimentalists, now occupy his 
attention. Those discussions on rotation of crops, fertilizing pro- 
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perties contained in soils, proportions of nitrates, hydrates, albue 
Tiuoids in foods, the butter fat contained in a given quantity ‘of 
mille from this or that breed of cattle, all indicate that progress in 
agriculture has been very great, The very fact of men interesting 
themselves in matters involving at least a limited understanding of 
these agencies, affords evidence of a higher range of thought, and 
a desite to obtain a knowledge of those principles which so largely 
affect their calling. His very first step, when the stumps were 
Temoved, involved an effort of the mind and a test of his judgment 
as to what system he should adopt in order to realize the greatest, 
profit without exhausting the fertility of the soil. AC all hazards 
this must be maintained, or those broad acres he had hewed from 
the forest by years of toil would in a short time become valueless. 

During 1853 and 1855 an extraordinary impetus was given to 
agriculture by an event over which the pioneer had no control, 
but which, with caution and thrift, for many laid the foundation of 
future independence. A war with Russia was then in progress, 
and wheat values rose almost to famine prices, From 30 cents 
per bushel, which was all that could be obtained at that pemoa Tt 
advanced Tau few months to $2, Those settlers who had a large 
acreage cleared, sowed Tim Wheat, and, of course, realized large 
profits. While these values continued many a deserving and 
Struggling backwoodsman attsined to independence. ‘Thus he 
found a ncarer road to the goal he desired to attain than he had 
ever hoped. It must be remembered that results to all were not 
of that character. Many who had recently entered the woods, 
from such small clearing as they had been able to make: derived 
no advantage from this inflation. To them it was in some degree 
detrimental by increasing the price of food necessary to support 
their families. To another, and happily a small class of setters, 
these enhanced values were not only detrimental but ruinous, 
Many became excited over the facility with which money could be 
made, and rushed mauly into speculation, expecting that existing 
prices would continue. Land, which had been leased from the 
Canada Company at $2 per acre, was now being sold by lessees at 
$20. Such profits were enormous, and speculation became wild. 








‘The war closed, and wheat fell to so cents per bushel. This 
resulted in such a period of depression as Canada had never seen. 
Men, who were wealthy a few months previous, soon became 
poor, and, the greater quantity of land they possessed, so much 
more wretched was their condition. While the inflation lasted it 
was of great advantage to a large number, but it involved others 
in difficulties from which they were never able to recover. 

In 1852, an organization became general in this county which 
hhas been of marked benefit to farm husbandry in every depart- 
ment, and without which agricultural evolution would not have 
been so rapid nor diversified in its results, 

At this period, the strain of pioneer life was becoming relaxed, 
and a transition had taken place in farm management, which 
demanded an opportunity of comparison with those methods that 
had led to success, where they had been adopted. By bringing 
all products of the agriculturist once in each year into one place, 
a great educational system would be inaugurated. As these 
qualities of good and inferior are relative qualities, so an animal 
which appears to its owner as possessed of superior excellence, 
may appear quite deficient when compared with another of the 
same age and breed. In a friendly contest of this description in 
a show ring, agriculture has largely to gain. There is no doubt 
but that farmers in Perth County, and in Canada, have been aided 
in a marvellous degree by exhibitions, on their onward march to 
that high point of perfection they have now attained. A success 
fal competitor, proud of his weil-merited honor, pressed forward 
to still greater achievements. Those who did not succeed were 
now aware of their deficiencies, and determined before another 
trial of skill came on, that they would not only have repaired 
former defects, but reach a higher point than had ever yet been 
attained, 

Competition amongst our great agriculturists is not actuated by 
Such consideration as prize money received for successful achieve- 
‘meots in a show ring. Agricultural evolutions sprung from higher 
Principles. ‘Those men who have led the van in our present 
‘advanced husbandry have been public benefactors, and any 












































vantage they may have obtained, financially or otherwise, has 
been nobly gained, Our successful farmers have protected their 
discoveries by no patent rights, their methods are free tothe poor- 
est of their brother farmers, as the sun of heaven to their fields, 

Those breeds of cattle and horses, which now add so much to 
farm profits, were not introduced in this county for several years 
subsequent to 1832, As late as 1867, eges, now an important 
farm product, had no Commerdlal Value, and could-nat be sold for 
money. Cheese was imp. +t. 0 
Rritain, and was not obtainable, except on rare oscasions. Butter 
could not _be sold, and was exchanged withteadeseien and 

fe about one-third of what is now_paid 
every day on the Stratford market. Merchants, as a rule, 
accepted This commodity TroAT customers, at a price payable in 
goods, not that they desired it, but because they were desirous of 
obliging ther patrons: They regulated the price largely by the 
goods accepted in payment. In many instances this product, 
Which some good farmer's wife had brought a long distance 
through the woods, with the oxen and sled, was execrable. She 
received a similar price to that paid for a better article, and the 
merchant had to regulate his charges on goods in order to 
indemnify himself from loss on the transaction. 

‘The frst agricultural society was organized in this county on 
December 13, 1841. Me. William Jackson was elected President, 
John Gowanlock, Treasurer, and J. J. E. Linton, Secretary. 
Faies were held in Stratford at the junction of those streets ia 
front of the Court House and Central School, It does not appear 
that these exhibitions were kept up with regulatity until 1847. 
Subsequent to this period, and particularly after 1852, fairs or 
exhibitions were organized in several municipalities. No grants 
in aid of these societies were made by the townships till 185 
although from that date they have been continuous, if not as 
liberal as institutions of that importance would demand. In a 
very short time the influence of agricultural societies began to be 
felt. About 1860 farmers were making enquiries where improved 
stock of all kinds could be obtained. Hitherto, the old bad 
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woods cow, and her offspring, browsed in the bush throughout 
the county. She usually made her appearance with the first 
pioneer, and nobly did she fill her mission. Of what breed she 
was, no man knoweth. Doubtless, at the close of that prolonged 
wet spell, which was so disastrous to agriculture in remote Asia, 
she had stepped from the Ark when it rested on Mount Arrarat, 
Released from a mode of life so inconsistent to her nature, she 
availed herself of freedom once more, by seeking the forest, 
‘Where she spent her probationary period before entering on her 
high calling, in the woods, no one can say. Long before men 
hhad ever dreamed of Durhams, Devons, Holsteins, Polls or Jerseys, 
she was doing a noble work. She was essentially pioneer in her 
temperament, in her instincts, and in her power of physical 
endurance. The most dismal forest had no terrors for her. All 
day long, under a leafy canopy of forest trees, she roamed at will 
All night long, under the sparkling stars, she persevered in her 
vocation, the bell on her neck sounding a continuous tinkle, 
tinkle, tinkle. She appeared to be possessed of an intuitive feel- 
ing, that unless she accomplished the work she had to do, the ill- 
fed children of some poor settler would not relish their scanty fare 
without her contribution. For those wild beasts that roamed the 
forest, she cared not a bodle. For her a brush fence had no 
terrors. If she became entangled in a windfall, far away in the 
woods, she faced the difficulty, as did Napoleon on his march to 
Italy, when he said: “There shall be no Alps.” She simply 
considered there was no obstruction, and with one bound, Lo! 
she was free. In winter, she subsisted on browse, her favorite 
repast the tops of the sugar maple. At eventide, she retired to 
her accustomed place near the shanty door, where half smothered 
with drift, she stood meekly chewing her cud, until a new day 
brought new enterprises. Our reminiscences of the backwoods 
cow may not be always tender, still we cherish a warm feeling for 
her, as we do of much that now has gone by in days of yore like 
‘much that existed in pioneer days, she also has passed away 
Previous to introducing pure bred stock into this county, our | 
‘export trade was simply nothing in comparison to what it is now. 
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All farm products of this description were sent to Buffalo. An 
ordinary cow was sold for about S15, An animal of three years 
old, for shipping, brought from $17 to $25. A horse was worth 
from $50 to $80. Lambs were worth $2. Hogs, dressed, were 
sold for from $2.50 t0 (on rare occasions) 85. Trade in live hogs 
was not introduced for many years subsequent to 1860, that 
being the date to which these prices apply. During 1859, Mr. 
William Laing, of Downie, an enterprising and excellent man ; 
Mr. Hugh Thompson, of an adjoining municipality, and later Mr. 
Black and Mathew Forsyth, of Blanshard, introduced pure bred 
Durhams into Perth County. Mr. Laing was the pioneer breeder, 
not only of Durhams, but Leicester sheep, which he bought ia 
1853. In that section of the country east of Toronto, and particus 
larly in South Ontario, the Millers, of Pickering, Jas. 1. Davide 
son, of Balsam, and Mr. Dryden, of Brooklyn, had laid the founda 
tion of stock breeding, and which, through the exertions of these 
great men, soon reached a high standard. From this centre 
radiated our pure bred Durham stock, not only in this county, but 
everywhere in the west. We do not hesitate to say that the 
evolution arising from the efforts of these pioneers has resulted in 
enormous pecuniary profit to our farmers, and but for this move- 
ment, out of hundreds of thousands of dollars obtained by agricul- 
turists in Perth for export cattle every year, nothing comparatively 
‘would have been received 

Improvement in horses came later. It was not till 1867 that 
the frst imported Clyde horse was brought into this county 
Thomas Evans, who had removed to Blanshard from Ontario 
County, introduced pure bred horses by importing from Scotland 
© Canobie,” arriving in September. Those efforts of Mr. 
to attain such results as had been reached in the County of Ontario 


were in a few years so apparent, that raising Clydesdale horses 
soon became a prominent industry on every farm. A singular 
combination of circumstances occurring at this period, gave a 
greater impetus to this department of industry than it otherwise 
could have attained, The abrogation of the Ashburton Treaty, at 
the termination of the American civil war, was followed closely by 
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protective legislation being enacted in that country. ‘These events 
created a marvellous development ia many industries in the United 
States. Amongst others, that of iron and steel in Pennsylvania, 
necessitating a large number of heavy horses being employed. 
These could not be obtained in their own country, and Canada 
being so céntiguous, was swarmed with buyers from the south, 
Heavy horses advanced in price to a point never reached before in 
Canadian history, ‘This movement was still further intensified by 
introducing the street car system in cities and towns. Street cars, 
at their inception and for years subsequently, were operated 
entirely by horses of lighter calibre. A demand was thus created 
for smaller animals, which our farmers were not for a time able to 
supply. While our market for horses was now most remunera- 
tive, other branches of farm husbandry were crowding in. Those 
importations made by Mr. James I. Davidson, John, George and 
William Miller, and introduced by Mr. Laing into Perth, had 
vastly improved our stock. In 1876 Mr. Thomas O. Robson, 
Samuel Sparling, William and’ John Weir exported the first load 
of cattle from this county to Liverpool, thus introducing a beanch 
of trade which has added greatly to the wealth of ou farmers 
Prices of stock now advanced rapidly until (such has been the 

‘olution of agriculture) many an old pioneer who had been rejoiced 
to obtain 234 cents per Mb for his beef and his pork received as 
sinuch as 7 cents per Bh live weight for his cattle, and to-day is in 
receipt of the same figure for his hogs. 














Meanwhile development in other lines, opening up new industries 
for the farmer, were at his door. Hon, Thomas Ballantyne had 
made some investigations about_186y into co-operative dairying, 
and subsequently erected the first cheese factory in this county, 
Milk stands were now seen on the concession lines, an object of 
curiosity to strangers, who were quite at a loss to explain or give 
reason for such structures. A solution was soon evident. 

This accumulation of concurrent 








nts gave a great impetus to 
agriculture in this county, and, indeed, throughout Canada. Those 
old log structures, which constituted over 90 per cent. of farm 
buildings in Perth as late as 1860, were soon replaced by great 
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barns for shelter and accommodation of products. During the 
next 25 years a marvellous development was apparent in every 
department, and agricultural ‘evolution made greater progress 


during that period than it has done either before or since. Roads 
were improved, substantial bridges were erected, brick residences 
built, and carriages of luxurious construction obtained for the 
farmer and his family, all indicating opulence and comfort, 

Out-buildings, which had formerly been set on blocks, were now 
raised, and basements of stone, brick, or cement placed under 
them, as stables for stock. Root cellars, hitherto consisting of a 
hole excavated in a contiguous clay bank, and covered with clay, 
supplemented in winter by stable manure, were now allowed to 
fall into ruin and decay. Ample storage for roots was obtained 
under the barns, and so convenient that the labour of feeding was 
reduced to a minimum, In that period, between 1860 and 1865, 
the old turkey wing cradle was laid aside, and the reaping machine 
and mower was heard on many farms during harvesting season. 
These evolutionary inventions rendered agricultural life a vocation 
requiring comparatively little physical labor, It was fast be- 
coming what it is to-day—a noble opportunity for displaying skill 
and intellectual power. Muscle is now no longer the dominant 
factor in successful farming. Success in agriculture is now a 
effort of the mind, Muscle being a subordinate quality, is a co- 
ordinate action only in materializing thought. So rapid and 
sweeping were these changes, that old pioneers could scarcely 
realize that harvest could be gathered without the old scythe and 
hand rake. It was a pleasant revelation to his family when it 
‘was no longer necessary they should, through the long weary day, 
toil on in order to secure the offerings of nature. 

Evolution of the self-binder was slow. The use of wire for 
tying was a serious objection to its becoming general as an 
implement of economic usefulness on an ordinary farm. Persistent 
speculation and experimental calculations of mechanical experts 
ultimately triumphed, and the problem of binding with twine was 
solved. As it is manufactured to-day, this machine is an 
extraordinary production of scientific and constructive skill, 
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tunapproached in practical utility by any implement on the farm. 
It seems a “far cry” from the ox.sled, the shanty and the fail, to 
the binder, the comfortable buildings, horse forks, slings, and 
steam threshing machines. A few are still remaining in the 
county, who will remember the little open threshing mill, with 
three or four yoke of oxen hitched to the open arms of a power 
set amongst stumps. This implement, which was a great improve- 
ment on the flail, consisted of a small cylinder and concave onl 
‘Through a small opening in front of this cylinder, the wheat was 
driven with terrific force, and a barricade was always erected to 
prevent it ying away to the four winds of heaven, A man was 
stationed facing the machine, his face protected with a cloth from 
the grain that would have cut into his flesh as it was driven 
outward, and drew away the straw asit accumulated. This, also, 
hhas happily passed away. That evolution which has given us 
the modern steam thresher, as it screams and roars, tearing the 
sheaves in pieces with a mouth of steel, as unsatisfiable in its 
devouring passion as an ocean whirlpool, or the scorching breath 
of a furnace, is a most welcome one. 

No implement was hailed with greater delight by the farmer 
than the binder. It removed at once that pressure and strain for 
assistance which he experienced on approach of harvest, and a 
greater degree of independence was felt than before. It appeared 
as if evolution had resulted largely in his favor. 

While all this was true, and this machine had rendered farm 
life more desirable, it proved disastrous to his vocation in a 
way he did not foresee, and could have made no provision against 
even if he had. ‘That ease with which cereals of all kinds could 
be harvested rendered available for their growth millions of acres 
of prairie lands unexcelled in fertility. It undoubtedly made grain 
Production on these prairies, not only feasible, but extremely 
Profitable. This brought a formidable competitor into the market, 
which, under that old system of the cradle scythe, could not, nor 
would not, have been in existence, Without these machines, the 
vast plains of Dakota, Minnesota, and our own North West, 
Would have little or no influence on the world’s supplies. By its 
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agency, therefore, fortunes were soon made on these fertile lands 
for several years after its inception, uatil production far exceeded 
those demands made even by an increasing population. This 
resulted in a depression of prices such as had not been known for 
over a quarter of a century. Farmers in Perth County, and, 
indeed, throughout Canada, soon found that, though they had 
been relieved of much severe toil, the remedy was more disastrous 
to their financial condition than those ills they had formerly to 
contend with. 

Every year brought lower values than that preceding it, until 
wheat, which had been sold for many years at a remunerative 
rice, was fed to cattle and pigs on nearly every farm. About 
1885, farming in this county had reached its highest point in 
success, and during the next ten years suffered a period of 
depression, such as many had not previously experienced. It must 
be noted here, that previous to 1860, scarcely any winter wheat 
twas produced in this county. Spring’ wheat, which had been the 
great staple, was in 1863 o "4, attacked by an insect midge, and 
with such injurious results, that its cultivation had to be almost 
wholly abandoned, Winter wheat was subsequently introduced, 
and being impervious to the midge, was cultivated with great 
success, The profits arising from winter wheat culture, combined 
ith prices obtained for stock, soon affected land. Prices advanced 
Fapidly, and previous to 1885, when the collapse came, it was sold 
for from $70 to $100 per acre. After this period, in less than five 
years, it had depreciated not less than from fifteen to twenty per 
cent. To those farmers who had mortgaged their property, raising 
funds to increase their acreage, in mariy cases for their sons, this, 
depreciation simply meant ruin. Under those favourable 
conditions which had prevailed, a margin of twenty per cent. 
would be considered a sufficient payment on an adjoining property. 
During that depressing period, however, this amount was soon 
lost. Thus, with commendable intentions and thrifty endeavours, 
many a farmer in this county lost his all, in his efforts to make 
provision for his family, 

It is said that misfortunes never come singly, and this was 
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exemplified to a great degree by our agriculturists at this par- 
ticular crisis. That sleepless and ever restless spirit of progress 
which gave him the binder, destroying his market for cereals, was, 
like a nemesis still on his track. In its gropings in that dark sea 
of possibilities it seized and brought to light the 

‘This beautiful and economic achievement of science fell on him 
again with crushing effect from another direction. For several 
years previous his energies were taxed to their utmost limits sup- 
plying horses at remunerative prices to street car companies, 
These, being now supplanted by electricity, were turned like a 
torrent back on himself. In this case, as with his grain, he was 
perfectly helpless. When electricity became general as a motive 
power on street cars, thousands of horses were thrown on the 
market, and sold at whatever price a purchaser chose to offer. 
United’ States farmers also had imported from Canada immense 
numbers of young Clydes for the purpose of improving their own. 
As soon, therefore, as Americans felt that they were able to supply 
their own market, an embargo was placed on Canadian horses, 
which has for years virtually killed the trade. All these circum- 
stances had a depressing effect on agricult 

farmers will be my judges when I say that those five years, from 
1890 to 1895, constitute the most depressing period that has over- 
taken them since the early settlement and development of this 
county. Every day farms were advertised for sale under mortgage 
and otherwise, for which no buyers could be found, and told all 
too well that the position of a husbandman at this period was not 
fan enviable one. 

If the self-binder effected a shrinkage in the price of bread~ 
stuffs, which for a time was disastrous to agriculturists, it has in 
other directions been of great advantage. High prices obtained 
for cereals, previous to its introduction, led the farmer to adopt a 
system in their production which was rapidly depleting the soil 
of its fertility. His whole energy was expended in producing 
wheat, almost exclusive of other branches of husbandry. This 
exhausted his land, leading to frequent failure of crops, which he 
attributed to every cause but the correct one. Weeds became so 
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prevalent that they could scarcely be controlled, and were fast 
completing what he had begun, a total extinction of plant food on 
his farm. New methods had to be adopted. To compete with 
the western prairie in wheat growing was impossible, and his vain 
efforts in that direction hitherto had resulted in financial embar- 
rassment and disaster. At this point in our history, therefore, 
may be said to begin our present operations in high class farming. 

Co-operative dairying, introduced by Hon, Thomas Ballantyne 
in 1867, had now, in many sections, become general and remunera- 
tive. In 1881 the first creamery on the Pairlamb, or cream gather- 
ing system, was erected in Blanshard. In 1876 T. O. Robson and 
others first exported cattle to Liverpool from Perth County. Ex 
periments at Guelph College taught the farmer that feeding swine 
under a covering of snow in a fence corner was not the most 
Profitable method. It taught him also what was of equal import- 
ance—that to realize the greatest profit from his operations his 
animals must not exceed a certain weight. He is now charged 
with disposing of this product at weights so light as to endanger 
his market. Be this as it may, he is not farming purely from 
philanthropic motives. So long as buyers do not discriminate in 
Prices he will likely produce that which is most profitable to him- 
self, In consequence of these changes in his method fertility is 
being restored to the soil. By growing clover, and by pasture, 
weeds are being eradicated. A better and more profitable system 
is being carried on, greatly to his profit. 

Itis asserted that a discontinuance of wheat growing by intro- 
ducing the binder is largely responsible for a decreased population 
in rural municipalities. This is no doubt true, but it is not an 
evil. If the wagon maker, shoe maker, tailor, and other rural 
tradesmen, who were located at the “corners,” are no longer to 
be found, their absence is not detrimental either to themselves 
oF those surrounding. He is not lost to our country. He has 
simply removed to the workshop or factory, where his labour is 
still in demand at a fair compensation, and his earnings promptly 
paid at the period agreed upon. Improved machinery is now 
available, and he can construct a better implement or vehicle, 
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which is sold at one-third less cost to a consumer than he possibly 
could do in his title shop on the concession line. This argument 
will also apply largely to farm hands. Many of these have left 
the farm, it is true, but, like the mechanics, they are not gone 
from Canada, What has taken place is a change of residence 
and vocation. If they are not swinging a cradle in the harvest 
field, they are constructing machines that will do better work than 
could be done with a seythe, and at much less cost. Evolution of 
farm life during the last 20 years has been great, and, even if the 
rural population has decreased in number, there is no cause for 
alarm, Farmers have not been losers, and let us hope that those 
who were farm laborers have been benefited by the change. In 
Perth County over 80 per cent. of the land is now cleared, af which 
jn 1900 about 57 per cent. was under crop. ‘The valuation of 
field products in that year was $4,347,468 ; orchard and garden, 
$230,000, Live stock sold, $1,653,595. Twenty-five cheese 
factories prodused-goads valued at $300,000;—Creamery butter 
brought $100,000. making our produce for one year thece 
departments 87,000,000. 

‘The value of real estate, returned by assessors, exclusive of 
Stiatford and St. Marys, was $20,000,000, to which may be added 
atleast 12 per cent. to find its actual market value; buildings, 
87.752,736 + implements, $2,016,159 ; live stock, 84,663,431, oF & 
grand total of about $38,000,000, as being the working capital of 
farmers in this county. 

Meantime, as agriculture was passing through this period of 
depression, evolution in other departments of husbandry was 
opening up new avenues of profit. Commercial and transportation 
facilites had made great progress, completely revolutionizing old 
methods. Poultry, previous to 1860, was not profitable. For 
this class of goods no market had been established. ‘The system 
of storing eggs for export, introduced by J. D. Moore, of St. 
Marys, in 1867, created this now important source of agricultural 
income. On every farm this forms a large portion of its cash 
Fevenue, A system of cold storage was long in existence in Mr. 
Moore's warehouse before it came into general use in other 
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sections. In marketing farm products of various kinds, cold 
storage has been of marked advantage. By establishing dairy- 
mens’ associations, through the instrumentality of Hon. Thomas 
Ballantyne and others, and introducing co-operation in the factory’ 
system, much has been done for this county. 

Another important factor in evolution of later years is the 
Agricultural College at Guelph. Experiments carried on in that 
institution, and disseminated to every corner of Ontario, have been 
characterized by their scope and reliability. This innovation was 
looked upon by many farmers, in whose interest it was founded, 
for years with suspicion, They regarded it as not being introduced 
for their benefit, but as a quiet retreat for superannuated 
politicians. Here they could regale themselves in innocent 
retirement, on dairy skimmings, and that more nutritious product 
le from the first milk of renewed cows. Here could they rest 
after their patriotic labors in nation building, innocent of personal 
advantages, guileless as the prattle of new born babes. For 
tunately for Ontario, it was saved by the good sense and 
honest conduct of Principal Mills, under whose management 
it has become an institution of which this country may boast. 
In proof of this assertion, I refer my readers to those thousands 
of farmers who visit it every summer, with increasing pleasure 
and certainly with increased profit. Farmers’ institutes, introduced 
twelve years ago, have also been prominent factors in agricultural 
education, ‘Those discussions, which take place at their meetings, 
have aroused a spirit of enquiry, and provided a means for an 
interchange of methods and ideas amongst farmers, productive of 
lasting good, 

Evolution in this department of education has done more than 
I have hinted at so far i this chapter. It has developed a faculty 
in the agricultural class, which was supposed not to exist even by 
themselves. That a farmer, nay, that a large number of farmers, 
fare not only able to speak in public, but are able to speak well, 
would be a matter of surprise to those orators who launched 
their political thunderbolts in the log school house forty years ago 
to an assemblage of what they considered gaping clowns, redolent 





























AGRICULTURAL EVOLUTION 





of perspiration and bad tobacco. Still, away in an obscure corner 
of those old buildings, eyes were even then peering through the 
light emitted by the solitary tallow candle, that in later years 
shone with greater brilliancy than ever did those of the champion 
elucidator, who stamped, raved and roared, thumping the teacher's 
desk, in order to give point and force to an argument, which in 
reality was destitute of both. 

In every department of agriculture now, educational facilities 
are afforded those desiring them, without money and without 
price, Horse breeding, cattle breeding, sheep, hogs and poultry 
associations, are all engaged in disseminating knowledge to the 
Canadian farmer. As we have stated elsewhere, a survival of the 
fittest no longer applies to muscular effort, in agricultural success. 
Progress arises now from that higher intellectual development, 
which enables us to change material things, rendering them sub- 
servient not only to our happiness, but largely extending our 
sphere of usefulness. Thus, we are smoothening the path for other 
wayfarers journeying on the same road, who may not be possessed 
of such exalted attributes as ourselves. 

It is hardly possible at this present time that any farmer can 
plead ignorance of the theory or practice of agriculture as a cause 
df his non-suecess. The transactions of all those various societies 
and associations are scattered broadcast throughout our country 
every year. In those records are found the experience of our 
best men j aye, there will be found the accumulated experience of 
many great men who are no longer with us, but whose work 
remains to show as a clear path where they had trod when all 
around was darkness. This work of these old husbandmen is 
now a nebulous constellation, whose light will shine in remote 
years into the home of every farmer in Canada. 

On every hand, therefore, we are pleased to note in this county 
the path of progress is heaten smooth by an onward marching of 
many restless feet. Old methods are set aside. ‘They have served 
their time as instruments of development, and, like cast-off gar- 
ments, are aid away never to be restored. If the self-binder has 
rendered wheat cultivation less profitable, those various associa- 
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tions with the Guelph College, through its experimental work, 
have so plied the farmer at his own fireside with such an array of 
facts as compelled him, in spite of his conservative character, to 
adopt new methods. By introducing these suggestions and inno- 
vations, his success is a matter of surprise even to himself. If he 
hhad been left alone, if no effort had been made to open up new 
systems, where he could apply his energy with some hope of fair 
remuneration, his condition would have been hopeless indeed. It 
ould have been vain for him to attempt these experiments himself, 
He had neither time nor appliances at his disposal for their successful 
prosecution if he had the training. Farmers in this county, and, 
indeed, agriculturists everywhere, were fortunate in having David 
sons, Laings, Millers and Ballantynes to urge upon our public 
‘men the necessities of action to restore in some way that prosperity 
which, for a while, appeared to have passed away. As a result of 
these efforts we have now attained a supremacy in the British 
‘markets for nearly all our products. But, while this may be so, 
We must not forget that we did not attain that position without @ 
severe struggle. Let us not forget that on the pinnacle of fame 
there is no room to spare, and an ever present danger of falling. 
Let us not forget that the price of supremacy is eternal watch- 
fulness. Let us not forget, that to retain our prestige, it must be 
guarded with a miser’s care. Let us not forget, that if once lost 
it may be like virtue that never can be restored, 

The outcome, therefore, of all this chipping and hewing, this 
pulling down and building up, this clearing away old systems and 
setting up new methods, has been to give the skilled and educated 
farmer a preponderating influence amongst those of his calling. 
Notwithstanding high prices paid for labour to a man who under- 
stands his business, profits in agriculture are greater now than 
ever before. As might be expected, land is increasing in value, 
buyers are now quite numerous, and sales are easily effected. 
Interest on money is falling. Bank deposits by the farmers in 
Perth County are increasing to such a degree as never previously 
attained, all indicating that this period of depression has, happily, 
passed away. 
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Meantime, while these great and salutary changes were being 
wrought out in agricultural methods, that agency which had been 
largely instrumental in bringing them into existence was ap- 
parently falling into senility or decay. If the rural exhibition or 
show fair had not outlived its usefulness it was fast passing that 
of its popularity. Tt had been a marvellous educator, and an 
effective promoter of our advanced agriculture. It was the 
nimbus from which radiated that great improvement in stock, as 
well as many of those methods which have added greatly to our 
profit. That agency which brought men together, to compare 
products of skill, was an agency that promoted rivalry in the show 
ring. Rivalry in the show ring brought into existence a deter- 
mination to achieve greater success. This, again, created a spirit 
of enquiry amongst exhibitors themselves how such results could 
be further extended and made more beneficial still. This desire 
led to associations being formed in every department of farm 
industry, to discuss methods and relate experiences. These were 
the class meetings in agriculture, where each in turn told others 
all the good that had befallen him by adopting certain methods, 
With a noble generosity, savoring more of philanthropy than that 
selfish feeling which, to a greater or less degree, animates all men, 
every new discovery was free to all. In our agricultural system 
there are no patent rights. What is known to our greatest and 
‘most successful farmer is the property of every living soul if he 
choose to look at it, It is this splendid aspect of rural life which 
distinguishes it from all others. 

‘Though these various agencies in agricultural evolution may 
have accomplished much in Perth County, by a united effort they 
might accomplish much more. It must be borne in mind, that 
‘good as these associations are, and good as the local exhibitions 
may be, there is a vast amount of knowledge in connection with 
successful agriculture that cannot be communicated in a show 
ground of association class meeting. This information must be 
set forth and exemplified on the farm itself. In recognition of 
this important principle, therefore, the Agricultural College has 
been established at Guelph. At this institution, instruction is 















































imparted in practical husbandry. A young student at this school 
may now be possessed of more practical knowledge of agriculture, 
in a year or two, than his forefathers were, after a long life of 
patient investigation, 

‘A tree that has produced such fruit as our country fair, should 
not be allowed to pass out of existence without a proper enquiry 
into those causes which have led to its apparent decay. There 
may yet be some sap in the old trunk, which can be utilized before 
it is allowed to topple over and be laid with the ox-yoke, the sled, 
and the old muley cradle. As a matter of fact, the country fair 
hhas been assailed from without, and whatever inanition may exis 
in it at present does not arise because its usefulness is gone. 
Those principles underlying the country fair never can be gone. 
Everything that is lasting and useful must rest on a sound found- 
ation. This foundation ought to be a concrete mass of elementary 
knowledge, which, in progressive minds, evolves into great prin- 
ciples. A youth learns his alphabet. On these letters, therefore, 
as a foundation, will rest all his equations, definitions, disquisitions, 
" and ‘ologies.” To send him to a university, at the outset 
jis career, would be like inverting the order of creation. To 
climb the bill “difficulty,” all must start from the plain. It is 
important when we begin our journey, which may or may not lead 
to success, that our path should be smooth, and every step in our 
ascent be as easy as possible. By and by, the wayfarer will gain 
confidence in himself, as he proceeds, and obstacles that would 
appear insurmountable at the outset of his career, will further on 

















only add zest to his determination. 

If these elements lead to success in academic lines, they have 
also a similar influence on agriculture, through the rural show. 
Few men, entering on the business of stock-breeding, make their 
first appearance at some great exhibition in Toronto or elsewhere. 
Here they would have to enter the lists against old veterans, who 
have made Canada’s name great as an agricultural country. In 
fact, it requires considerable courage and assurance for an 
‘exhibitor to enter a show ring for his first time, even at a township 
fair, It is quite possible he may have seen his neighbor's stock, 
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likely to come into competition, and is satisfied of the superiority 
of his own, before he makes an attempt. His conduct in this case 


may be called cowardly—it is not cowardice, it is caution, and 
caution well applied. 

I may be asked, however, as only one can be first, what effect 
would failure have on other competitors. Failure implies a want 
cof excellence in the goods on exhibition, and the act of comparing, 
in itself, affords an object lesson for all parties to be found nowhere 
else. If an exhibitor, who has to accept second or third class 
honours, is possessed of those qualities essential to success, his 
failure will stimulate him to greater exertions in overcoming those 
defects, which led to his defeat. On the other hand, if defeat 
drives him from the ring, agriculture has lost nothing. Any man, 
who leaves the field at his first repulse, will never accomplish 
much for himself nor any one else. 

Before closing this chapter on our agricultural progress, I may 
be permitted briefly to notice those arguments put forward by 
those who desire to destroy the old pioneer institution of the rural 
fair, which, in this county, since its general inception in 1852, has 
done a great work. 

rst. It has, they say, served its purpose, as did those old 
pioneers who brought it into existence. They are now of the 
past ; bury it with them, 

and. These fairs have degenerated into a harvest field for fakirs, 
who ply their nefarious vocations in a manner detrimental to our 
youths from the rural dist 

grd. Horse racing engrosses the attention of visitors, and there 
isno time to glance at fancy quilts, needlework, big pumpkins, 
fat steers, or overfed pigs. A young lady performing on a wire, 
whose garments are suggestively scanty, in her frantic efforts to 
arrange her hair with one of her feet, is an attraction for many, 
especially vulgar male visitors. Times are now changed since 
those good old days, when an exhibitor, with his wife and family, 
sat near the sheep pen, or chicken coup, masticating a substantial 
repast the good, careful woman had brought from her home. In 
fact, itis asserted our country fairs are anything but an agricultural 
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show. There is an apparent truthfulness on the surface of these 
assertions, which ought to be noticed. 

rst. Simply to assert that an institution has outlived its useful. 
ness is in no wise significant of the fact. ‘That it was brought 
into existence by our old pioneers is true. It is also true that they 
brought into existence those farms, fields, and roads, and laid the 
foundations of our present prosperity in Perth County. When 
they organized the township fair, it exemplified those elementary 
principles that nothing so far has superseded. If it is greater 
to create than to destroy, then let those who are desirous of 
pullling down the old institution put forward something to replace 
it. We cannot afford to destroy public schools because universi- 
ties and colleges are being multiplied. Neither can we afford to 
destroy local fairs because larger institutions exist elsewhere. 
Both are requisite ; let both remain. 

and, To say that show grounds are infested with fakirs to a 
greater extent now than they were fifty years ago is not correct. 
If the presence of these people is not an unmixed good, neither 
is it an unmixed evil. It is a peculiarity of many, particularly 
of young people (not by any means to their discredit), that at a 
certain age more knowledge than they now possess would be 
superfluous. Whatever a fakir may know of his own business, 
some untutored swain is satisfied he can teach something more. 
We also have ignorant, greedy old heads who want something for 
nothing, and they think now is their opportunity. ‘These two 
classes comprise the patrons of all wheels of fortune and soap 
fakirs, ‘To be duped out of a few dollars by one of these men is, 
a positive gain to a young person, teaching a never to be for 
gotten lesson, that, notwithstanding all our knowledge, there is 
still something to be known. 
3rd. It in no way detracts from the usefulness of a rural exhi- 
bition that all visitors do not stand in ecstasies admiring a fat pig 
grunting in his pen, or an overgrown steer leisurely reclining in 
his stall. The great mass of people who attend agricultural shows 
have certain proclivities, and the desire or taste of each will guide 




















him unerringly to that exhibit which is most agreeable to his 
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interest or his liking. Thus, horsemen will be found with the 
horses, stock breeders will be found at the stalls or pens of cattle, 
sheep, or swine. Others will eschew all of these, and feast their 
eyes on a painting, fine needle work, or domestic manufactures, 
This will occupy a portion of the day only, when all, having 
enjoyed those triumphs of skill each in his own department, will 
seek pleasure in other directions. Thus, every skillful manager of 
an exhibition will provide means of rational entertainment for 
its patrons along with that instruction to be received from 
exhibits. In every department of farm husbandry there are only 
a few who lead, and to these is relegated by common consent the 
responsibility of maintaining and raising still higher the standard 
of excellency, that all may profit thereby. By removing this means 
of comparison, and taking away the honorable and public recog- 
nition of superior skill, a great incentive to all progress is 
destroyed. 

Again, to make life worth living, there must be some relaxation, 
Amusements at all public gatherings are indispensable, and form 
an important part in every condition of our lives. When all 
departments have been visited and commented upon, a place on the 
grand stand is enjoyed by all. If the colt of one neighour beat 
another's in the farmers’ trot, failure is not disappointment, Let 
it go; we have had a good time, and the old show fair is getting 
better every year. It would be as reasonable to take away our 
churches, because some agriculturist attends punctually every 
Sabbath day for no apparent purpose beyond enjoying a quict 
nap, his head rolling around on his massive shoulders, during 
service, as listless as one of his own turnips. Churches are 
indispensable in maintaining an exalted standard of good, as our 
rural exhibitions are indispensable in maintaining a high standard 
of agricultural progress. Rural shows are inductive, as public 
schools are inductive, and both are essential to our development. 

We have pointed out in this chapter the evolution of agriculture 
in Perth County, although our deductions are in a manner appli= 
cable to all Ontario. I may be permitted to emphasize that 
inductive transition, from the rural show to the various associa- 












































174 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH. 


tions, thence onward to the central exhibition, thence onward to 
the agricultural college, thence onward to the fat stock show at 
Guelph, which seems to be the greatest triumph of all. It is a 
‘marvellous skill that detects in a herd of cattle, all good, some 
individual whose adaptability excels all others in beefing qualities, 
by certain indications unknown to an ordinary observer, but clear 
as noon-day sun to a skilled agriculturist. Itis quite as marvel- 
lous, that having made a selection, he should be able to gauge its 
powers of assimilation so correctly, that a ration supplied will 
produce the highest possible results without endangering its 
‘This show is more than educational or inductive ; it is 
impressive, and a revelation to thousands of clever, intelligent 
men who visit it that they will never forget. 

Notwithstanding all that has been accomplished during the last 
fifty years, there is yet no time to rest. No one of those old 
veteran agriculturists, who have done so much to exalt their 
calling, will say, here we must end. We have only begun to 
ascend the hill, and may be said to rest on a ledge, where we can 
trace our steps on the plain below. In agricultural evolution 
there is no rest, We must continue to advance, but on other 
lines from those of old pioneer days. Culture, skill, scientific 
knowledge, and the accumulating conclusions of investigators, 
will more and more become factors in agricultural success. Let 
the husbandman, therefore, place his scaling ladder on the moun- 
tain side and prepare for a greater ascent, and a more extended 
view into new fields yet unexplored. 

I, therefore, beseech my brother farmer to acquire a true 
appreciation of the dignity of his calling. His position is not that 
of a peasant, but a country gentleman. His mission is not to till 
the ground only, that the world may have food to eat and clothes 
to wear. The Almighty Maker of heaven and earth has so or 
dered, in His wise beneficence, that the life blood of the nation must 
forever come from the pure source of farm life. The great centres 
of trade must continuously draw their best s from the con- 
cession lines, The country gentleman of the middle class, in 
every age, has been the bulwark of freedom, and in Great 























Britain, on more than one occasion, saved the State. This is the 
natural position of a Canadian farmer. Let him stand forward, 
therefore, and assume those responsibilities that Heaven designed 
he should bear. Let him lay aside his crouching servility to party 
politics, whose manipulators, under party leaders, are in too many 
instances, base, unprincipled rascals. Let him assert himself a 
the champion of a broad nationality, and if exigencies should arise 
as of old, where his arm is required in defence of equal rights to 
all, may he, like his forefathers, stand as a wall of fire in the best 
interest of his country 


















































CHAPTER XII. 


‘The Township of Downie was named in honor of Robert 
Downie, Esq., a director of The Canada Company, It contains, 
in round numbers, 49,000 acres of fine land, and is valued on the 
roll of 1901 at $2,064,750. In 1829, that portion fronting on the 
Huron road was surveyed by Mr. McDonald ; concessions Nos. 
2 and 3, in 18325 a further portion, in 1835; the whole being 
completed in 1839, by Mr. Carrol. This latter part was a portion 
of the Gore, adjoining Blanshard. In its easterly section Downie 
was swampy, extending from the Avon at Stratford to Zorra, In 
the Monteith settlement, about four miles from Stratford, a detour 
of eight miles had to be made with ox teams in order to reach the 
village. It is also worthy of remark, as indicating our marvellous 
progress, that people still living can remember on one occasion 
when an old settler kept watch during a long dreary night, listen 
ing to a pack of howling wolves, in their frantic efforts, trying to 
gnaw holes through a log building that they might regale them- 
selves on a young domestic animal that it contained. 

‘The system of agriculture pursued in Downie is that of mixed 
farming, and, having such excellent soil, has been attended with 
abundant success. In every department a high point of farm 
husbandry has been reached, as will be noted further on. Topo 
graphically it is level in the eastern portion, rising to hilly in its 
western parts. Excellent drainage is everywhere obtainable, 
it being intersected by streams of considerable magnitude flowing 
through well defined valleys. 

Along these streams, therefore, will be found the earliest trace 
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of settlement. This isa peculiarity of all new countries, from the 
beginning: ofall time to the present, In Perth County civil 

is first found on the Avon, at Stratford, next on Black Creek, at 
Sebringville, then on Trout Creek, where first were located 
Monteith, Rankin, and Dempsey, and again at Avonton, far away 
in the wilderness, where John Murray came in 1842. "Tt is als 

worthy of note in a new settlement how various nationalities 
group themselves together, doubtless for mutual sympathy and 
friendly communication. Thus, in the south-east corner we find 
4 group from the North of Ireland, Monteith, Rankin, Dempsey, 
Wilson, Nelson, Thistle, Dunsmore, Robb and Hesson, South, 
west, from the South of Ireland are Clyne, McNamara, Hourigan, 
Killoran, Payton, Walsh, O'Connor and McCann, North, along 
the Goderich road, are Germans, and we have such names as 
Seebach, Kastner, Sebring, Pfrimmer, Arbogast, Shelleberger, 
Klein, Goettler, Goetz and Schweitzer. North-west is a Scotch 
settlement, and here, particularly along the Avon, we find. the 
Ballantynes, Murrays, Dunlops, Strathdees, Thompsons, Grahams, 
Melntyres, Stephensons, Armstrongs, Muirs, Aitchesons, and 
many others whose names indicate Scotland as their birth place} 
Settlement in this township, which began in 1832, was not\ 
completed till 1850. 

Those commercial centres, developed and fostered by the 
G. T. R,, in building up St. Marys and Stratford, have absorbed 
the entire trade of this municipality. Its facilites for shipping at 
these two points, and at Sebringville and St. Pauls, are not 
excelled by any township in this county. In addition, Downie has 
splendid roads, rendering transportation of agricultural products 
4 matter of no difficulty. With such favourable conditions for 
trade, it should not be a surprise if in so wealthy a township 
within its limits no villages of importance are to be found. 

Sebringville, partly in Ellice and partly in Downie, four miles 
West of Stratford, is the greatest. This village is a’ station on 
the B. & L. H.R., and has several excellent business places, 
Here are located one large general store, a drug store, tin, stove 
and hardware store, three hotels, flour mill, chopping and planing 
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mills, two cider mills, one flax and two sawmills, furniture and 
lertaking establishment, two blacksmith and one waggon shop, 
jewelry store, harness shop, and two shoe stores. 

Sebringville was named in honor of Jobn Sebring, an American, 
who located here in 1834, and by erecting a sawmill thus became 
its founder. His son David was first storekeeper and postmaster, 
his place of business being erected on lot 18,con. 1, Ellice. The first 
hotel still stands, now known as the “Arlington,” and was built 
bya Mr. Kinnaird, Another old settler, and prominent man in 
Sebringville, was Mr. Henry Scarth, now deceased. 

‘Actual settlement first began in this neighborhood on lot 19, 
con. 1, now, and for many years, the property of Andrew Goetz, 
J.P. Other pioneer settlers were Michael Stoskopf, Anthony 
Goettler, Joseph Ackersviller and John Schweitzer. Of those old 
business men, only two are now remaining, Andrew Goetz and 
Ernest Schmidt. 

In 1843, a school was erected on lot 12, con. 1, Downie. 
as will be found elsewhere, was organized by J. C. W. Dal 
1842, and was for several years the most westerly in Perth 
County. Its history is somewhat unique, having had two teachers, 
whose united period of service was 47 years. First of these was 
Hugh Hamilton, from 1843 till 1865, and Mr. George Hamilton, 
now county treasurer, who was incumbent from 1875 to. 1900. 
Mr. Hugh Hamilton, now deceased, was a worthy man, and 
respected daring his long tenure of office. 
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greatl 

Kastnerville, a short distance east of Sebringville, was founded 
by a family of Germans, named Kastner, also pioneer settlers in 
this district. This is a pleasant country village, although its com- 
mercial progress bas not been so great as that in the west. 
Stratford, a few miles away, has absorbed all that trade which 
‘would have centred in Kastnerville, thus retarding its 








naturally 
advancement. 

St. Paul's, or “St, Palls," as it was formerly known, is a station 
on the G.T.R., and contains a store and postoffice. In 1877, this 
point was chosen as the capital of Downie, and a township hall 
erected, where the municipal council meets for business. Con 
siderable quantities of farm produce are shipped at this point. 
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Avonton is a pretty village on the Avon, about seven miles 
from Stratford, and an equal distance from St. Marys. This 
place was founded by Mr. Archibald Shiels, in 1852. Mr. Shiels 
was for several years clerk of Downie, and erected a store at 
this point, afterwards obtaining a post office. There is also a saw- 
mill, blacksmith shop and a neat Presbyterian church. This 
village especially in summer, is very picturesque, nestling low 
dlown in the valley along the stream.  Avonbank, a short distance 
further west, has a Presbyterian church, a large cheese factory, 
public hall and post office. In other sections of Downie are 
Conroy, Harmony, Fairview, and Wildwood, all post ofices. 

Downie, with a population of nearly 3,000 souls, has fewer 
churches than any other municipality in this county, there being: 
only three. Of these two are Presbyterian and one Methodist, 
“This does not imply, however, a disregard for religious observance 
On the contrary, no citizens could be more punctual in discharging 
their sacred obligations 

Stratford and St. Marys, adjoining this municipality, are centres 
where a large number attend divine worship every Sabbath day. 

To an excellent pamphlet published by Avonbank Presby- 
terian Church we are indebted for many facts in connection with} 
the congregation itself, as well as throwing much fight on the) 
carly settlement of Dovenie in this section. Up to 184a this whole, 
district was a wildemess, when John Murray located at that poing 
where is now Avonton. Scarcely a tree had been cut where St} 
Marya is now built, "Subsequent to Mr. Moray came Adah 
Over, who penetrated about five miles deeper into the wood 
still following the Avon. These two being at that time alone it 
this vast wilderness were considered near neighbours. In 1843 
and 184 came John and Neil Stephenson, William Rodgers 
James Gilles, David Muir, the Elliotts, and ‘Thomas Brook. As 
their names indicate, these pioneers were Scotch, and Presbyterian 
services were at once held, in 1833 and 1844, at Mr. Kennedy's 
house, on thé River Thames. Meantime Mr. James Gillies 
organized @ Sabbath school, which he conducted in bis own 
shanty, until those attending had outgrown his means of accom 
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modation, when it was removed to that of Mr. Brooks. In 1845 
a congregation was organized, upon a petition signed by 105 
persons residing in Blanshard, Downie, and Fullarton. Hitherto 
ministerial work had been done by Rev. Mr. Skinner, who was 
first Presbyterian minister in this district. The prayer of this 
petition being granted by London Presbytery, Rev. Mr. McKenzie 
preached in Blanshard on February 24th, 1845, a few miles east 
of St. Marys, at morning services, and in that village during 
afternoon. On the day following elders were elected, viz., William 
MoGregor, James Muir, Duncan McVannel, and James: Swan, 
‘This was the first kirk session ever elected in Blanshard, Fullarton, 
St. Marys, or Downie, In 1847 their first communion was dis- 
pensed in Mr. Adam Oliver's log bara, Rev, Mr, Skinner officiating. 
Later on in that year a log church was erected on the site where 
the present edifice now stands, the land being a gift from the 
Canada Company. For nearly a year this structure stood roofless 
and bare, there being no funds to complete it, When at last it 














was made habitable a great storm passed over this section in 
1852, “tirling the kirks,” leaving four roofless walls to denote 
where this one had been. This old roof was again gathered 
together, and laid on the logs in a horizontal position, which, on wet, 
days, was not conducive to the comfort of the humble worshippers 
beneath it, These disasters did not deter them from regular 
nee, On Sabbath mornings they came long’ distances 
through the woods, the ladies barefooted, and the gentlemen in 





attend 





their shirt sleeves. At their first communion, a lady, with her 

husband and several other lady friends, walked from near St 

Marys, all barefooted, five miles to the place of meeting. Wine for 

this occasion was procured in London, where William Me 

and John Weir walked to obtain it, a distance of 30 miles 

During 1852 Rev. Dr, Proudfoot, who had been inducted a few 
seded by Dr. 





regor 





is charge, and was suc 
.ge, Toronto, Meantime St. 


years previous, resigned 
Caven, now principal of Knox Col 
Marys was rapidly growing in population, and in 1856 was found 
to have ample field for a minister without other stations. In 
August of that year St. Marys was set apart from Avonbank, and 
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became a separate charge under Rev. Mr. Caven. Subsequently 
union was formed between Avonbank and Motherwell, when a 
call was extended to Rev. Robert Hamilton, This call promised 
a stipend of $300 per annum. Dr. Hamilton, then a young man, 
accepted, and on June 3oth, 1858, was inducted into that charge, 
where he successfully laboured for a period of over 4o years. In 
1860 this old pioneer church was replaced by a brick building, 
which, in turn was, in 1890, replaced by the present brick edifice, 
erected at a cost of between $4,000 and $3,000. Members attend 
ing this church are now 110. In 1857 Avonton congregation, 
which, till this period, formed a part of that of Avonbank, was set 
apart as a separate organization, and a small frame church erected. 
Under the ministeations of Rev. Mr. Doak, who was its first 
pastor, this church continued to prosper, and an addition to the 
original frame structure was made, Services were conducted in 
this building for several years, until an increased number on its 
roll of members rendered a more commodious building necessary 
to meet the wants of the congregation. In 1894 the present brick 
edifice was built at a cost of $8,000. This congregation is still in 
a flourishing condition under the pastorate of Rev. J. H. Graham, 
having a total of 214 members. There is also a good Sabbath 
school in connection, where an average of 93 pupils meet for 
religious instruction, under the superintendence of Mr. Frank Bell. 
A bible class with about 20 young people is conducted by the 

The Methodist Church at Harmony, situate on lot 1, con. 7, 
Downie, was founded at an early date by J. H. Dunsmore, Joha 
Libbins, Charles Lupton, se. Robert ‘Timmins and James 
Dunsmore. A Methodist missionary named Cleghorn, while on a 
journey from Shakespeare to West Zorra, lost his way in the 
woods, and, in the course of his wanderings, reached a settler’s 
hhouse, where he remained for a time. Services were held, and 
the surrounding backwoodsmen, manifesting an interest in these 
Feligious exercises, decided to form a congregation to be known 
as Harmony." The little society continued to hold worship 
Weekly in private houses, and afterwards in a schoo! building, until 
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1864, when a frame building was erected. Its first stationed 
minister was John S. Fisher. This church is still progressive, 
and, under the present pastorate of Rev. W. M. Pomeroy, interest 
in the work is still being maintained. 

‘The municipal history of Downie begins in 1842. Prior to this 
period all appointments were made by the Crown or Court of 
Magistrates, who were appointees of Government. In terms of 
the Act of 1841, a meeting of the inhabitants of Downie, 
Blanshard, and Fullarton was held in the school house, Stratford, 
to elect certain officers and pass such legislation for their local 
government as they considered necessary. At this meeting George 
Dixon was chosen chairman, J. C. W. Daly elected district 
councillor ; Matthew Robb, township clerk ; William Cashen, 
assessor, and George Gibb, collector. For school commissioners 
were chosen, William Smith, James Monteith, John Gibb, 
Samuel Robb and Arad Priest. This meeting also appointed 
overseers of highways and poundkeepers. In 1842, Downie had 
fourteen road divisions, which were in charge of James Carpenter 
for No. 1; No. 2, Henry Reinstaller; No, 3, William Dunn; 
No. 4, Edward Donkin ; No. 5, Samuel Monteith ; No. 6, Arad 
Priest and Mathew Wilson; No. 7, John Switzer; No. 8, 
Charles Rankin ; No. 9, Patrick Heron; No. 10, George Dixon ; 
No. 11, Samuel Colter ; No. 12, Thomas Canville ; No. 13, James 
Boyd ; No. 14, John Ballantyne. Fence viewers: Jacob Cramer, 
Michael Balt, for Fullarton; Richard Cawston and Thomas 
Wilson, for Downie. Poundkeepers were John A. MeCarthy and 
Joseph Jeosswiller. These officers were the first elected by the 
people in this county. In looking over these road lists an 
approximation may be arrived at, as to population in Downie at 
that period. There can be very little doubt that the name of 
every able-bodied person was placed on the lists, every person 
being required to perform statute labour. In 1842, one hundred 
and twenty-three ratepayers were recorded, this, of course, inclu 
ing that portion of Stratford situate in Downie. These performed 
three hundred and ninety-five days’ labour. Assuming each of 
those ratepayers represented a family of three, this would give 
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Downie a population, including a portion of Stratford, amounting 
to less than four hundred souls. 

Their electoral duties being thus completed, that of legislation 
was next taken up, and by-laws were passed :—“st. That every 
rail fence should be four and one-half feet high, above which was 
to be posts and a single rider, the lower four rails not more than 
four inches apart. and. Breachy cattle, not allowed to run at 
large, unless yoked with a T, having two sharp nails opposite the 
nose, and also to carry a bell. Stags not allowed to run. No 
pigs allowed to run under two months old ; all above that to be 
free commoners. Any hog, whatever, committing damage 
within a legal fence, to be impounded, and all breachy hogs to be 
sufficiently yoked. All poultry shall go at large, except from the 
time the grain begins to ripen until itis in the shock. Ifa tree 
falls across a road, it must be removed by the nearest settler 
within twenty-four hours.” These by-laws were again amended 
in 1843, "47, "48 and'49. Mr. Robb appears to have been a 
careful officer, diligently performing those duties appertaining to 
his office. On January 3, he says he attended the election of @ 
district councillor. He put up notices for township officers to 
attend at Stratford, and sign their declarations. He sent a copy 
of hhis proceedings to the Clerk of the Peace in Goderich, and 
posted another on the school house door in the village. 

In connection with this meeting a cash account was submitted, 
of funds expended on roads by the magistrates. In Downie 
these disbursements amounted in 1842 to £33, 1754 9d. £3 
as paid to William Monteith for money expended in 1839. Mr. 
‘Thomas Patrick was paid £2 for repairing Stratford bridge. Mr. 
Robb received a further sum of £4, as a fine levied on Elizabeth 
Nichols ; also £1, 8s., od., wild land taxes. He also received 
12s, 6d. from J. J. E. Linton, statute labour commutation, and 
which he paid to J.C. W. Daly. Of this sum, 6s., 6d.,, was 
afterwards refunded to Mr. Linton, which closed the first state- 
ment of account submitted in Downie. 

On November 8th, a meeting of overseers of highways was held 

ratford to report on their several divisions. These reports 
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tell a strange story of those old days, and present such conditions, 
fon even our main travelled roads, as to the people of Downie 
are now unknown, Mr, William Dunn, who was overseer in 
division No. 3, must have been a son of the Emerald Isle, his 
report displaying a quiet humor, when he says: “That I consider 
that the road i passable enough, considering circumstances, except 
4a bridge that is required to be built across the Avon, and although 
wwe have petitioned to have the same done by the distriet, yet we 
are willing to withdraw the same, and do the work ourselves 








without any public expense.” Mr. Edward Donkin, No. 4 
division, 
impassable ; although we have expended our statute labor to the 
best advantage, we are now compelled to abandon the road and 
take by-roads through the bush.” 

‘Mr. Matthew Nelson, division No. 6, reports “That the road. 
in my division is totally impassable; although we had a number 
fof men working extra statute labour yesterday, yet the road is 
not fit to be travelled by teams of any description. My division 
comprises the south part of the line of road from Stratford to 
Embro, in the township of Zora. Although intended for a public 
road, #£ & avoided by all travellers except those on foot. Although 
we have a grist mill in Stratford, within seven miles of the most 


st “Ihave to report that the road in my division is 








remote settler, yet we are compelled to go to Embro, a distance 
of eleven miles, or run the risk of having our oxen killed on cross- 
ways, besides having to unload our teams, and carry our grists 
over logs across the river on our backs to where we can load 
again, on account of the flood carrying off all the bridges. 

Mr. Arad Priest reports “That the road in his division, which 
is part of the leading road from Stratford to Embro, thence to 
Woodstock, is not fit to be travelled on by teams. Although we 
have had fourteen men yesterday working extra statute labour, 
yet I have seen this day a yoke of oxen break through in several 
places that were going to mill. There is one crossway in my 
division which is nearly a mile long, besides several others, all of 
which are totally out of repair. On the whole line of road from 
Stratford to the Zorra line, a distance of about seven miles, five 
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of which I consider to be crossways, most of which have been 
swept away.” 

Mr. Samuel Monteith reports “That the road in my division, 
which commences at Stratford, running south as far as the turn in 
the Zorra road, on which there are thirteen crossways within a 
distance of one mile, which have been carried away by the river, 
Jeaving the road impassable for teams, although our statute labour 
has been laid out to the best advantage.” 

These reports present a phase of life unknown in Downie to- 
day, When we consider that in a distance of seven miles there 
were five miles of corduroy, or, as in Mr, Monteith's division, 
Where there were thirteen sections of corduroy in a distance of one 
mile, the condition of a settler who resided far away in the woods 
must have been not only lonely, but deplorable indeed. 

During the ten years that local government was managed by 
district councils, very little was expended in improvement of high= 
ways in Perth County. In May, 1847, Mr, James Simpson, 
istrict councillor, obtained a grant of £41, 158., od., proceeds of 
wild land tax. This was supplemented by a further grant of 
£2 105, od, or a total of £44, 58. This amount, excepting 
178, 8144., as remuneration to the township clerk, constituted the 
whole expenditure on roads for that year, There was also ex- 
pended £4, 6s., 8d., on the boundary line between Downie and 
South Easthope, the first appropriation for any town line. This 
account was audited by Arad Priest, James Clyne, and William 
Smith, wardens, and found correct. Another statement of account 
is dated in January, 1849, amounting to £3, 18., 3d. This appro- 
priation was all expended on roads excepting 2s. for clerk's salary. 
On January 7th, 1850, a final audit under the Act of 1841 took 
place, when it was found Downie had 6s.,9d. to her credit. With 
her finances in this flourishing condition, she now entered on her 
career of prosperity under those liberal and very practical con- 
ditions of the new Municipal Act. 

‘On January 21st, 1850, therefore, in Mr, Andrew Monteith’s 
house was held the first council meeting in Downie under the new 
Act. On that august occasion, Andrew Monteith, William Smith, 
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William Byers, William Hyslop and William Clyne signed their 
oaths of office. Mr. William Smith, on motion of Messrs. Byers 
and Monteith, was chosen reeve, and Mr. J. J. E, Linton, township 
clerk. Having discharged these important functions, they ad- 
journed for an hour. During recess they were not idle. On 
resuming, a by-law was introduced and passed, fixing officers? 
salaries for #850. The township clerk was to recsive £4, 108; 
assessors, 294 per eent.; collector, 3% per cent.; superintendent 
of schools, £24 treasurer, £2, 10s.; auditors, each, 10s. No 
mention is made of remuneration for themselves. Very likely 
such distinguished honours as had been conferred on them by their 
elevated position, they wowld consider as ample recompense for 
any sacrifice made in discharging their gubernatorial duties. In 
February an important meeting was held, extending. over two 
days, beginning at 8 a.m, each day. At this meeting, “the clerk 
was instructed to procure a seal of the following form, *M. C 
Downie,’ and about the size of a Sterting shilling.” Other busi 
ness being disposed of, ‘an adjournment was made for half an 
hour, Eo die; 3 o'clock, business again resumed, disposing. of 
the balance of their funds, amounting: to 6/9 ; council adjourned 
for half an hour, Eo die seven o'clock p. m., council again 
resumed, passing several by-laws, adjourning’ till 8 o'clock 
to-morrow moming.” In March, another meeting was held, 
lasting two days, when a by-law was passed, imposing @ penalty 
‘of not less than ten shillings nor more than two pounds for refusal 
to accept office, by any ratepayer, to which he had been appointed. 
They also fixed their own remuneration at s/3 per day. An 
excellent motion was introduced by Mr. Hyslop, seconded by Mr. 
Byers: “The owner or harbourer of any dog, or dogs, within the 
township shall pay a tax of one shilling and three pence currency 
for the first dog he may keep, and for every additional dog u tax 
of five shillings.” A rate was also levied for schools and local 
improvements of £120. A counter motion by Messrs. Hyslop 
and Byers was carried, of £100, of which 60 per cent. was for 
education, and go per cent. for ordinary expenditure 

[At this meeting was also passed a dangerous measure, 
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constituting a concentration of power, antagonistic to the spirit of 
municipal law. Mr. William Davidson, a resident of Downie, 
was appointed inspector of licenses, and empowered to make 
“diligent search and enquiry in any house he suspected of keeping 
liquors in contravention of the License Act.” 

‘Mr. Davidson was allowed “a salary of £1 per annum in 
addition to any fines which may belong to him as complainant.” 
To complete this autocratic measure, the reeve was empowered 
“to grant licenses to any person applying to him as he may see 
fit.” At this present day such legislation would very likely be 
transformed into a scheme to compel an important influence in 
support of those political powers that be. In the early days, 
however, it does not appear to have been followed by any 
disastrous consequences, either to any political party, or to those 
who conducted their business under its provisions, In 1832, was 
made the first grant for gravelling, when it was moved by Mr. 
Martin, seconded by Mr. Brown, “that William Cashen expend all 
his labour on the main road, from the village boundary westward, 
taking out the old logs and laying in gravel, nine feet wide and 
twelve inches deep, the side of the gravelling to be well made up 
with earth,” Ata meeting in August two important motions were 
passed. By that of Mr. Monteith and Mr. Clyne, “Stratford 
school trustees were empowered to borrow £300 to erect a new 
‘school house." A letter was read from J. C. W. Daly respecting 
the Toronto & Guelph Railway, when it was proposed by Mr. 
Monteith, seconded by Mr. Clyne, “that the reeve put himself in 
communication with the commissioners of the Canada Company, 
and, if possible, ascertain what prospect there is of the Toronto, 
Guelph, Stratford & Goderich Railway going on the ensuing 
season, and if he is satisfied it will go on, to subscribe ten pounds 
from the township funds.” In January, 1853, was established a 
public library, at a cost to the municipality of £30. It does not 
appear that those efforts of our first councils, in providing reading 
‘matter, had been appreciated, its management very soon forming 
no part of their work. As in Blanshard, the books were distri- 
buted amongst the several wards, where librarians were 
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appointed, receiving as remuneration for their services £1 per 
annum. Another grant was a distinguishing mark of progress 
by the people of Downie, amounting to fifteen dollars, made in 
1863, to the County of Perth Agricultural Society, and in the 
following year a further grant in support was made to Blanshard 
Agricultural Society, of ten dollars. ‘Thes 

‘ant as pointing out this fact, that a section of our people, at least, 





e two grants are import= 


had passed over the early stages of pioneer life, and the grestest 
Interest in this county was now stretching out its hand: 

from public funds, A motion was also passed at this meeting 
the reeve to petition His Excellenc) 

‘governing lines of the township re-surveyed, and stone mont 
ments planted thereat, and that Joseph G. Kirk, P. L. S.. he 
named to make the sur 

ordered to complete the work applied for in 








instructi n-Council, to have 








In the following year Me. Kirk was 





1 petition, During 





the Fenian raid, in 1866, Downie council gave ample testimony of 
that patriotic feeling which animated all classes at that period, by 
instructing the reeve and deputy reeve, to “support any measure 
that may be brought up at the county council, for making an 
additional allowance towards the support of the volunteers from 
the county, now serving on the frontier, as, in their opinion, the 





amount granted by the Governnient is quite inadequate t the 
support of these persons, so serving, who have families.” When 
the council met on June 6th, 1870, it is recorded that they 
‘utherland, and other intelli 








entered into a discussion with James 
gent farmers, regardi 

that the clerk “should publish what they unanimously considered 
the crops in the township would average. Fall wheat, 8 bush. 
per acre; spring, 6 bush. per acre, and in the west and south not 
more than 4 ; oats, 25 

acre ; potatoes, large erop, but much diseased.” This is « most 
doleful aspect, and the council, with those intelligent farmers, 
‘must have been in a pessimistic mood, to indulge in such dismal 
forebodings. We suspect that few farmers would be able to say 
at so early a period as the 6th of June, what erops were likely to 
be, During that period from 1 





wg the state of the crops. It was resolved 





peas, 10; barley, 15; hay, 134 tons per 











1, when the Municipal Act was 
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introduced, up to 1870, the position of a township councillor was 
a laborious one. ‘The whole machinery of government had to be 
set in motion. At a number of meetings no business appears to 
have been transacted, beyond that of defining the limits of road 
divisions. Other meetings would be occupied discussing the 
boundaries of school sections. The conditions of settlement 
changed so rapidly, that every year alterations had to be made. 
‘The war of the school sections appears to have been as prolonged, 
as intricate, and surrounded with difficulties in Downie of equal 
magnitude to those in other municipalities, 


At this period a large section of our people in this county were 

a transitional condition. Old pioneer systems were fast giving 
way, and being supplanted by methods more suitable to our 
advanced agricultural ideas. This led to constant change in those 
plans adopted to meet our improved environment, compelling 


certain modifications to be made from time to time. To meet 
these requirements $3,000 was borrowed in 1871 from Logan, at 
@ rate of 6 per cent. per annum. This sum was intended to 
improve roads and bridges. Prior to this a great number of road 
divisions had been, or were quickly being, gravelled by statute 
labour, supplemented with municipal grants. A better class of 
bridges was now necessary to ensure public safety. At present 
many of these structures erected by this loan have again been 
replaced by costly erections of steel, and in a more advanced style 
of bridge architecture. Since steam threshers have been intro 
duced, and traction engines are now moved from place to place, 
bridges have to be built of the best material, and made capable of 
supporting heavy traffic. 

Downie seems to have been well supplied with houses of public 
entertainment, for whose government, from time to time, were 
passed very stringent laws. On February oth, 1850, it was 
enacted that all persons keeping houses for the sale of beer, ale, or 
other manufactured beverages, not spirituous, by the glass or 
quart, if drunk on the premises, and for the sale of victuals, fruits, 
clams, oysters, as an eating house or ordinary, shall pay a license 
fee of £2, 108. per annum. If any gambling or disorderly conduct 
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‘was allowed on the premises, then the proprietor was subject to a 
fine of not less than 
thereof. 

By-laws regarding hotel licenses were more stringent still, and 
rogulated on a sliding scale as to locality, where such business 
person of good moral character; in fact, he must satisfy the 
inspector of such facts in order that a certificate may be issued. 
His house must contain at least three rooms and three beds over 
and above those used by his own family. He was also required 
to have a driving house with stabling for at least three horses, 
and a yard enclosed to hold cattle. Having these equipments for 
accommodating the public, and the inspector being satisfied as 
to his moral character, and steady, sober habits, a license 
would be issued to keep a house of public entertainment, 
and to sell beer, ale, wines, and all spirituous liquors, For 
this privilege granted, if an applicant resided in the village of 
Stratford, he paid therefor £7, 10s. if on the Huron road, £5; 
if on the Zorra and St. Marys road, £4; and in any other part of 
the township £3, 108.; with, in all cases, a fee of §s. to the clerk. 
For any infringement of this law, heavy penalties were inflicted of 
not less than £5, nor more than £20, with the pernicious rider, 
that one half should go to the informer. Downie does not appear 
to have had within her limits, at any time, more than eight hotels, 
the number at present (1902) being four. Subsequent to passing 
the Crooks Act, in 1876, no legislation has been enacted affecting. 
the traffic oF requirements of houses of public entertainment. 

On the 31st day of May, 1880, the first code of by-laws relating 
to rules of order, and the duties and responsibilities of officers, 
‘was submitted, and finally passed. This code remained in force 
for a period of fifteen years. In 1895, under the reeveship of 
Nelson Monteith, Esq., it was re-considered, when, with several 
alterations and amendments, rendered necessary by changed con- 
ditions in the municipality, it was again adopted, and now forms 
the latest revised statutes of Downie. 

In 1844, Downie contained 1,370 inhabitants, including that 


ros., nor more than £5, upon conviction 








ied on. It was enacted that every applicant must be 
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portion of Stratford within its limits. In 1845, 2,777 acres were 
under cultivation. In 1850, the population had increased to 
2,375) and 7,621 acres were under cultivation. The product of 


the crop of 1849 was 27,000 bush. of wheat, 24,000 bush. of oats, 
3,000 bush. of peas, 19,000 bush. of potatoes, 13,000 bush. of 
turnips, 20 tons of maple sugar, 4,990 Ibs. of wool, and 6,000 
Ibs, of butter. 

Downie has now ten school sections, one of which is a Separate 
school, and five unions. 

‘The various officers of Downie township from 1850 to 1902, 
inclusive, are as follows — 

Reewes.—1850-4, William Smith ; 1855-6, Robt. Ballantyne ; 
1857, Wm. E. Byers; 1858, James Boyd; 1859, Robt. Ballan- 
tyne} 1860-4, Andrew Monteith ; 1855-6, Wm. Elliott. Elected 
by the people:— 1867-8, Thos. Ballantyne ; 1869, Chas. Wilson ; 
1870-3, Thos. Ballantyne ; 1874-81, Jacob Brunner; 1882-4, 
Cornelius McNamara; 1885-90, Geo. Frame; 1891-3, Oliver 
Smith ; 1894-6, Nelson Monteith ; 1897-8, Geo. Wood ; 1899. 
1900, Joho Arbogast ; 1901-2, Geo. Kastner. 

Deputy-Reeves. 1851-3, Anceew Monteith ; 1854-7, Wm. Clyne; 
1858, Richard Browne ; 1850-64, Wm. Clyne ; 1855-5, Martin 
Brennan, Elected by the people:—1867, Wm. Eliott; 1868-73, 
Jos. Salkeld ; 1874-9, John Fairless ; 1880, Thos. Stesle ; 1881, C. 
D. Swanson ; 1882, Geo. Frame ; 1883-4, Oliver Smith ; 1885-6, 
Wr. Dunsmore ; 1887-8, Wm. Welsh ; 1889, Robt. Thistle; 

Aurelius Moses ; 1892-3, Nelson Monteith ; 1894-5, D. K. 


Councillors. 1830, Andrew Monteith, Wm. Byers, Wm. 
Hyslop, Wm, Clyne; 1851, Wm. Clyne, Jas. Simpson, Wm. 

yers ; 1852, Wm. Clyne, Thos. Brown, Jas. Martin ; 1853, Wm. 
Clyne, Wm. Byers, David Muir ; 1854, Andrew Monteith, Wm. 
Byers, Wm. Youle ; 1855, John Barton, Adam Oliver, Andrew 
Monteith; 1856, John Barton, A. Oliver, Jas. Boyd ; 1857, Wm. 
Elliott, Richard Brown, James Boyd ; 1858, Wm. Elliott, Wm 
Clyne, Michael Kastner ; 1859, Wm. Elliott, M. Kastner, J. Boyd; 
1860-3, M. Kastner, W. Elliott, Thos. White ; 1864, Geo. Russell, 
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Michael Kastner, Wm. Elliott ; 1863, Geo. Rupel, M. Kastner, A, 
Monteith ; 1866-7, A. Monteith, John Ballantyne, M. Kastner 

1865, Cornelius MeNamara, Joseph Iredale, M. Kastner ; 1869, C. 
McNamara, Wm. Laing, Mr. Pfrimmer ; 1870, Mr. Pfrimmer, C. 
McNamara, Mr, MeLauchlin; 1871-3, John Fairless, C. McNamara, 
Mr. Pfrimmer} 187. Wood, G. Frame, C. McNamara ; 1876, 
G. Frame, Geo. Wood, Wim. Thistle ; 1877, Michael Quirk, Wm. 
Thistle, G. Frame ; 1878-9, Jas. Quirk, G. Wood, Thos. Steel 

188, A, Moses, C. D. Swanson, J. Quirk; 1881, Jas. Dunn, John 
Arbogast, Oliver Smith; 1882, J. Arbogast, J. Dunn, D. McIntosh; 
1883, D, Melntosh, Arthur Robb, B. Payton ; 1884, Wm, Duns- 
more, A. Moses, Wm. Welsh ; 1885, John Dempsey, Wm. Welsh, 
B, Payton ; 1886, A. Moses, B. Payton, Wm. Welsh ; 1887, Wm. 
Porter, B. Payton, A, Moses ; 1888, Robert Thistle, J. Russel, A. 
Moses; 1889, G. Wood, J. Russel, Robt. Clyne ; 1890, J. H. 
‘MoCully, Geo, Hoffman, R. Clyne : 1892-3, D. K. Erb, Charles 
Jiekling, Geo, Wood ; 1894-5, J. Arbogast, Dennis Clifford, C. 
Fickling ; 1896, G. Wood, C. Jickling, J. Arbogast, D. Clifford ; 
1897-8, J. Arbogast, Hugh Hanan, C. Jickling, Samuel McKay ; 
1899, Geo. Kastner, S. McKay, C. Jickling, D. Clifford ; 1900, D, 
Clifford, C. Jickling, G- Kastner, S. McKay ; 1901, Thos. 

Mr, Ballantyne, H. Hanan, John Murray ; 1902, J. Murray, Wm. 
Ballantyne, Jas. Bradshaw, S. McKay 

Clerks, —-1830, J. J. E. Linton ; 1851-5, James Redford ; 1856-7 
‘Thos. Ballantyne ; 1858, Hugh Hamilton ; 1859, Archie Shiels ; 
1860-4, Wm. A. Higgs ; 1865-6, Thomas Ballantyne ; 1867-73, 
Archie Shiels ; 1874, W. A. Higgs; 1875-83, H. A. Scarth 
1885-1902, Peter Smith. 

Assessors.—1850, Wm. Watson, Thos. Mullawney, Jas. Redford; 
1851, Wm. Watson, Adam Heron ; 1852-3, Wm. Watson, W 
Teahan ; 1854, John Thomson ; 1855-6, Wm. Watson ; 1857, 
David Swanson ; 1838, Wm. Watson ; 1859-64, Chas. Wilson ; 
1865, D. Swanson ; 1866, Geo. Russell ; 1857-68, W. S. Bolger, 
1869, Henry H. Cole ; 1870, John Watson ; 1871, Chas. Wilson ; 
1872-4, Thos. Tucker ; 1875, Henry H. Cole ; 1876, Geo, Russell; 
1877, Wm, Dunsmore ; 1878, John Gibson ; 1879, Wm. Duns 
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more ¢ 1880, Geo. Frame ; 1881, Wm, Dunsmore ; 1882, John 
Gitson ; 1883, Wm. Dunsmore ; 1884, Jacob Brunner ; 488 
James Dunn ; 1886-91, Wm. MeKay ; 1892-93, Wm. Dunsmore ; 
1894-1902, Wm. MeKay 

Treasurers. 1850-59, Alex. MoGregor ; 1860~ 








Wm. Douglas; 








1868-74, Geo. Hildebrand ; 1875-99, James Clyne ; 1900-2, Patrick 
Paston. 

Collectors. 1850-55, C 1856, Wim. Byers; 1857, 
Win. Watson 1858-6 Teahan ; Cornelias 










fichael Quirk ; 1868, Chas. Wilson ; 1869, 
} 1870, John Eller; 1871, Thomas Tucker ; 
James Clyne; 1874, J. Gibson 5 1875-79, Chas, Wilson ; 
John McKellar ; 1886-1900, Wm. McG. Mura 
John McKellar, 

butitors.—1 








Wim, Watson, Jas. Redford ; 1851-3, Thomas 
Shiels 5 185 els, Hugh Hamilton; 
1853, Hugh Hamilton, Thos, Ballantyne ; 1836, H. Hamilton, 
Tr. Mullawney ; 1857, T. Mullawney, A. Shiels; 1858, D. 
Swanson ; 1859, Thos. Ballantyne, Wm, Byers ; 1860-63, Thos. 
Ballantyne, Geo. Russell ; 1864, Thos. Ballantyne, Thos. Tucker; 
1805, Chas, Wilson, Henry Cole ; 1866, Jas. Bennoch, Joseph 
Salkeld ; 1867, John Thompson, Wm. Smith ; 1868, H. H. Cole, 
1D. Swanson ; 1869, J. A. King, John Kane; 1870, Wm. A, 
Higgs, D. Swanson ; 1871-3, Wm. Higgs, Geo. Russell ; 18; 
Chas. Wilson, H. Cole ; 1875, P. Smith, Geo. Russell ; 1876-7, 
P. Smith, John Dempsey ; 1878-9, P. Smith, C. D. Swanson ; 
10-2, P, Smith, Thos. Blackman ; 1883-6, Wm. Porter, Geo, 
Russell; 1887-04, John Dempsey ; 1895-99, J. Dempsey, Wr 
Porter; 1900, Wim, Porter, John McKellar; 91-2, John 
Worlen Thos. Armstrong, 








Malhwney, Archie 
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CHAPTER XII 


‘This municipality was named in honor of Mr. Fullarton, a director 
of the Canada Co, In area it is smaller than most of the others in 
Perth County ; in fertility of soil, second to none. Generally, 
more rolling than Blanshard or Downie, its long sweeping valleys 
and gentle undulations make perfect drainage easily available to 
every section within its limits. This township is well watered, 
being intersected by several streams of considerable magnitude. 
‘The river Thames flows through a most beautiful valley, almost in 
fa direct line from north to south, Along its banks are many fine 
farms, and, although the ancient forest is now nearly gone, there 
are a few places that tell of a former glory, Who can wander 
along these old streams, and mark those quiet, sequestered spots, 
still found here and there, and not think of the period previous to 
pioneer days, ere yet ruthless hands had destroyed forever their 











impressiveness and beauty? 

Fullarton contains over 42,000 acres, exclusive of the river 
‘Thames, which, in the field notes, is held to be 21 chains wide, 
with an additional 50 Tinks on each side as a tow path. This 
river in Fullarton is still held by the Crown. In that section 
north of this township it becomes private property, there being no 
allowance in the field notes either for tow path, or bed of the 








In 1829, @ range of lots was surveyed on the Huron road, and 
thrown open for settlement. A further survey was made in 1832, 
the whole township being completed in 1835 by John McDonald, 
P.L.S. Subsequent to 1832, when the first settler entered Fullar~ 
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ton, progress up till 1843 was extremly slow. During this year 
(1832) Hugh Kennedy Junck located on lot 20, first concession, 
He was the fist settler inthis township, and was like a thora in the 
flesh to the council for many years. He erected a saw mill on 
Whorl Creek, near Mitchell, which was doubtless a great con- 
venience to the new settlement. His mill pond was a source of 
great annoyance, however, always overflowing, flooding his neigh- 
hours’ property, and seriously injuring those highways in its 
vicinity. Complaints were constantly being made to those in 
authority. Cold official letters, couched in language of terrific 
dignity, were sent to Mr. Junck, pointing out that unless an 
abatement of the nuisance complained of was at once efecte 
recourse would be had to extreme measures. He appears, how- 
ever, to have kept on the even tenor of his way, quite regardiess 
of threatened official vengeance. For a quarter of a century this 
warfare was kept up without any serious mishap to Mr. Junck, 
and it was not tll time and circumstances brought a change that 
the source of complaint was removed. 

Meantime, between 1840 and 1845, @ great influx of settlers had 
taken place, and previous to 1850 Fullarton may be said to have 
been fully settled. Te was, like nearly all other municipalities in 
Perth County, located by @ mixed population. The north-east 
corner from the fifth concession was settled by Germans. From 
lot 15 to the Mitchell road was a mixed population. West of the 
Thames, from the Huron road to concession g, were English, from 
Devonshire and Cornwall. On the Mitchell road, from Fullatton 
village to the south boundary, including concessions 17 and 18, 
were Scotch, from Dalhousie. Near Russeldale was a mixed 
Population, Scotch predominating. In that section, of which 
Carlingford is centre, was a mixed population, English predomin~ 
ating. 

Several miles east of Mr. Junck’s, a number of Alsatian families 
settled near Seebach’s hotel, spreading south and west. Amongst 
these we find such names as Robfreitsch, Kramer, Schelleberger, 
Pauline, and Bartle, and further south Hoffmeier, Kruspe, and 
Stoskopf, On the river Thames were Andersons, Watsons, 
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Browns, Rogers, MeIntoshs, and Youngs. On the Mitchell 
road were Pridhams, Heals, Moores, Harris, and Beers. In 
1843, came the Woodleys and Bakers, locating where Fullarton 
Comers now is, then a great unbroken wilderness. In 1844, the 
Canada Company opened the Mitchell road, extending through 
Blanshard. This important highway formed a connecting link 
between those older settlements at London, and soon brought a 
great increase to the population of Fullarton. 

Fullarton, like the adjoining township of Downie, contains few 
villages, and those not of great importance. ‘The whole trade of 
this municipality is diverted to Mitchell, Stratford, and St. Marys, 
Roads everywhere throughout are of the best description, afford. 
ing easy facilities for moving farm produce. Summervale, 
better known as Fullarton Corners, is the capital, and beautifully 
situated in the valley of the Thames. This village was founded in 
1853 by James Woodley. In 1854, he applied for and obtained a 
post office, with John Buchan as first postmaster. As the place 
grew in importance a hotel was added in 1855, When it had been 
decided that this point should be selected as the seat of govern- 
ment, a survey was made by Mr. William Rath, of Mitchell, in 
1854, at the instigation of Mr, Woodley, when a village plot was 
laid out and named Summervale. The hotel has long since been 
closed, and the building is now occupied as a general store and a 
post office, Here also is the township hall, a school with two 
teachers, two churches, harness shop, doctor's office, cheese 
factory, with several other lines of business usually carried on in a 
country village. A sawmill represents the manut: 
tries, in connection with which is carried on a cheese factory, 
chopping mill, cider mill, the whole employing from eight to ten 
hands, and in certain seasons a much larger number. About two 
miles West, along the Thames road, is Russeldale. In the early 
days this was a point of some importance, situated, as it was, in 
the direct road from London to the north. This village was 
founded and named in honour of James Russell, an old pioneer 
Scotchman, who owned the adjoining lands. ‘There is a good 
general store here, with a post office, blacksmith’s shop, ete. Here 
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also is located the only hotel in Fullarton, last remaining one of 
four which were licensed to sell within the municipality. Mother- 
well, in the valley of the Thames, was founded by James Brown, 
who was also first postmaster. Mr. Brown was for many years 
an official of Fullarton, and taught its first school, erected in’ 1847 
fon lot 25, East Mitchell road. Motherwell was named by Mr, 
Brown after a Scotch town in Lanarkshire, the original home of 
his family, and is now composed of a blacksmith’s shop and 
general store. For many years the most important village in 
Fallarton was Carlingford, situate on lots § and 6, in the 6th and 
7th concessions, On lot 5, concession 7, was erected in 1849 a 
log school house, known as No. 4. The lot on which this build- 
ing stood had to be previously cleared, the whole county being 
still nearly covered with wood. In 1850, the school was opened 
by a Mr. Reilly, an odd character, who was described as not 
very prepossessing in appearance, but a fairly good teacher, 
and blessed with a goodly portion of common sense. ‘The build- 
ing was used for all purposes. Those who were religiously 
inclined were often found there, and, after addresses had been 
given by some visiting ministers, as Revs. Thomas Dawes, 
Thomas McPherson, Stratford ; Tapp, Eastman, or Findlay, of 
Mitchell, much earnestness was manifested. If those voices who 
joined in Old Hundred, Martyrdom, or Rock of Ages, were neither 
classical nor melodious, they were at least sincere. About 1854, 
log building was erected by Hartman Cook for a residence and 
shoemaker shop. Subsequently another building was erected by 
Mr. Abraham Davidson as a general store and post office. This 
house is still standing. These two settlers in Carlingford differed 
as to naming the new town, each being desirous of an immortality 
in perpetuating their own name in Davidsonville, or Cooksville 
The postmaster-general settled the dispute by calling it Carling- 
ford in honour of the birth place of Thomas D'Arcy McGee. who 
‘was then prominent in politics, and appointing Mr, Davidson first 
postmaster. Mr. Cook sold out to Mr. W. M. Janes, who subse- 
quently erected a hotel. Mr. Davidson’s successor as postmaster 
was James Hamilton, father of our present county treasurer, who 
































was succeeded by William Davidson, present county clerk, and itis 
now in possession of Mr, Cowie. During this period a black- 
smith’s shop had been added by Mr. John Fink, who subsequently 
sold to Mr. Babb, This gentleman further extended his business 
by entering into carriage building, in which he is still engaged. 
Meantime, Mathew Brydon had erected a sawmill on Black Creek, 
and conducted the enterprise with success until 1862, when he 
lost his fe by drowning. Mr. William Knott afterwards came into 
possession of this property, converting it into a grist mill. This 
was a great convenience, and is now operated by his son Samuel. 
In the words of a valued correspondent, ‘Carlingford at this 
time was a lively place, having two stores, Mr. William Davidson 
having meantime built a second one in 1860. Carlingford, in its 
palmy days, could boast of a good band, under the leadership of 
Mr. F, Yeo, now of Mount Forest. It also possessed a great 
genius called ‘Peter the Hermit.'”” At present it is composed of 
a general store and post office, boot and shoe business, black- 
smith’s shop, and carriage shop. There is also a public school 
with two teachers, two splendid churches, and the residences of 
two of Fullarton’s old pioneers, Robert Clark and William Lever- 
sage, who are creeping onwards in the evening of life and full of 
reminiscences of long ago. In Fullarton Christianity is fully 
represented, there being no less than nine churches within its 
limits. At Carlingford the Methodist church was organized in 
1848. Those pioneers in church work who founded this mission 
e George Leversage, sr., William Dickey, Thomas Reid, and 
jiam Cole. Services were held in the shanty of Mr. Leversage 

















wi 
for several years. Rev. Mr. Dunnett was first minister, and on 
‘one occasion when making his way from St. Marys, became lost 
in the wood, wandering until discovered by Mr. Leversage, who 


was attracted by his cries for aid. When a log school was erected, 
services were held there until a union church was built on lot 8, 
con. 6. Subsequent to Methodist union a brick edifice was con 
structed at a cost of $5,000, and which now affords comfortable 
accommodation to those attending service. The first stationed 


minister was Rev. Mr, Davis ; present pastor is Rev. Mr. Fergu- 
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son, in whose charge are about 83 members. There is also a 
Sabbath school, having an attendance of 48 pupils, with Mr. John 
Smith as superintendent. Branches of the Ladies’ Aid and 
Epworth League are also actively engaged in church work. 

Knox church, Carlingford, was founded by William Davidson, 
who followed teaching as a profession, and who was a brother of 
Abraham Davidson, long prominent in municipal politics. He 
was a Presbyterian of the old school, a man of strong sympathies 
and kindly feelings, devoted to church work. For many years he 
was precentor, elder, manager, trustee, Sabbath school superin- 
tendent, and caretaker, giving his time and attention from his 
devotion to the cause. Amongst those old pioneer families in 
this congregation were McEwens, Bains, Davidsons, Crawford, 
Hamiltons, Thompsons, Campbells, Mitchells, Browns, Stewarts, 
Millers and Colgubouns. In 1851, Rev. Mr. Findlay, then of 
Mitchell, held service in the school house, until a church was 
erected, Rev. Mr. Doak being first stationed minister. Subse- 
quent to its organization, Carlingford was united with Avonton, 
which connection is still maintained under Rev. Mr. Graham, 
as pastor. In 1866 the present church was erected, which still 
suffices for all congregational wants, ‘There is a membership 
at present of 52 ; a Sabbath school, with Mr. Andrew Stewart as 
superintendent, is also conducted in connection, having a good 
attendance of pupils. 

Roy's church, also Presbyterian, and connected with Hibbert, 
will be found in the history of that township. 

A short distance north of Carlingford is Fullarton congregation 
of the Evangelical Association, which originated from Sebringville 
church. Rey. John Anthes was first minister, who held services 
in Peter Bitner’s house, where a great revival took place among the 
people, A class was formed, among its first families being those 
of Peter Bitner, John Riehl, Michael Goetz and Conrad Shiels 
After a short period this class had increased to sixty members. 
In 1871, Mr. Biter donated a piece of land, on which a large 
frame church was built, whose tall, tapering spire can be seen a 
long distance away. Its membership, at present, is 75, under the 
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pastorate of Rev. H. J. Holtzman. A Sabbath school is also in 

connection, under C. K, Shiels, with an attendance of 81 pupils. 
Fullarton Presbyterian church, situate on the Mitchell road, 
formed a part of Avonton congregation till 1857, when thirty-five 
members in that township petitioned to be erected into a separate 
charge. A call was extended to Rev. J. M. King, who declined, 
In January, 1838, a call from Downie and Fullarton was extended 
to Rev. Robert Hamilton, who accepted, and was inducted on June 
goth of that year. The congregation at this period erected their 
first church on the Mitchell road, a frame structure, considered a 
grand one at that time, This building was again enlarged in 
1863, and continued to be the place of worship till 1882. During 
those years its membership had greatly increased, not only in 
number, but in wealth also, and the present brick edifice was 
erected at a cost of $5,000. Mr. Hamilton has been a long and 
faithful servant, and his name will stand alone among our pioneer 
ars with acceptance 








preachers, as retaining his position for forty y 
to his people. 

A Sabbath school, in connection with this congregation, was 
organized at an early day by John Caven, and conducted in the 
og school house, near Motherwell. In 1880, Mr. Charles Baird 
‘was chosen superintendent, who has continued ever since faith- 
fally to discharge the duties of that office. The roll shows a 
large attendance of pupils. A bible class also meets in connection 
with this school, conducted by Mr. William Stirritt. Motherwell 
Sabbath school supports a pupil at Pointe-aux-Trembles school. 
Avonbank, also, contributes to the same purpose. Present 
membership at Motherwell is 130. 

Methodism was first established in Fullarton by Rev. Philip 
James, who established a mission of Bible Christians, in 1844, at 
Fallarton Corners. Service was held in those shanties erected by 
the settlers, and in a log building which was subsequently built 
for a school, In 1848, a Sabbath school was organized by James 
Moore, who came a long distance through the woods to discharge 
his duties in this selfsimposed task. Dr. Aylsworth, a medical 
practitioner from Mitchell, was first stationed minister. A frame 











FULLARTON 205 


church was erected (now used for a Sabbath school building), in 
which service was held until the union in 1883, as Wesleyans, 
Episcopals, and Bible Christians then became one body, A new 
church was then constructed at a cost of $1,200, in which service 
is now held. This circuit is at present in charge of Rev. T. A. 
Ferguson. An excellent Sabbath school is also conducted by Me. 
Harry Rogers as superintendent. 

At Fullarton village is a Baptist congregation, which was 
organized by Elder Milne at an early period, Service was held in 
the school till a church was erected. This congregation, when 
founded, had a small membership, which has not increased to any 
extent, owing to removals from this section of many who wor- 
shipped in its sanctuary. Its present minister is Rev. Mr. 
Marshall, with John McNeil as Sabbath school superintendent. 

Bethel church, Mitchell Road, was organized by Rev. Philip 
James in 1854, being one of the oldest in Fullarton. Its first 
stationed minister was Rev. Mr. Tapp, who, like all other pioneer 
preachers, held services in the shanties and school houses. A 
church was erected in 1859, at a cost of $1,200, which is now to be 
replaced by an elegant and costly structure of brick on which will 
be expended about $7,000. This congregation at its inception 
had seven members, Jasper and Mrs. Pridham, James and 
Mrs. Moore, John Harris and Elizabeth Harris, Mr. Jasper 
Pridham was a strenuous worker in this church, to whom it owes 
much of its success. This little nucleus of seven members has 
increased to 120 at the time of our writing. A Sabbath school is 
also conducted, with Henry Neal as superintendent, having an 
attendance of 80 pupils, 

Mount Pleasant Methodist church, Fullarton, was not organized 
til 1855, when Dr. Aylsworth, of Mitchell, held service amongst 
the people. Its first members were Nicholas Roach and wife, 
Hugh Mitchell and Mrs. Mitchell, Thos. and Mrs, Allan and Mr. 
John Cole. In 1865, a church was erected, which was superseded 
in rg01 by a handsome brick structure casting upwards of $5,500. 
‘There is now a membership of about 70 under the pastorate of 
Rev, Mr. Ferguson, A Sabbath school is also conducted in con 
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nection with this congregation by Mr. H. C. Facey, having an 
attendance of So pupils. 

‘The political history of Fullarton begins in 1842. Subsequent 
to 1841, and prior to 1844, when it was separated from Downie 
aid Blanshard, its history is merged with that of these municipal- 
ities. In 1844, it contained 419 inhabitants, and had 393 acres 
under cultivation. In 1850, the population was 1,400, with 4,138 
acres under cultivation. Its products for this period were for 
1849, 17,000 bush, of wheat, 10,000 bush. of oats, 20,000 bush, 
of peas, 13,000 bush. of potatoes, 18,000 bush. of turnips, 32,000 
Ibs. of maple syrup, 2,000 Ibs. of wool, and 2,000 Ibs. of butter. 
In 1842, Fullarton’had two road divisions, Mr. Joseph Cramer 
being pathmaster for No. 1, and Mr. Michael Balt for No. 2, On 
these road lists there appear as ratepayers : No. 1, Jacob Cramer, 
Jacob Seebach, Theobald Brunner, John Coran, George Switzer, 
Hugh Kennedy Junck ; No. 2, Michael Balt, 
and Peter Bitner. 

At the first council meeting, in 1842, accounts were sub- 
mitted showing that £24, §8., od. had been expended for public 
improvements in Pullarton, and £38 in Downie, In 1843, five 
pathmasters were appointed : No. 1, Hugh Kennedy June 
Jobn Arbogast ; 3, Peter Bitner ; 4, James Smith ; 5, Daniel Ney. 

In 1844, Fullarton was set apart from Downie, as a separate 
municipality. There are no records up to 1847, but, from inform. 
ation I have been able to obtain, Hugh Kennedy Junck was 
elected district councillor in 1845 ; Thomas Boyle, clerk ; Duncan 
Campbell, assessor. A mecting was held in January, 1846, at 
Mitchell, when it appears James Brown was chosen collector, who, 
with great dificulty, and long trudging through forest and swamp, 
succeeded in gathering together £50, which he carried to 
Goderich, travelling on foot. Subsequent to separation, the first 
meeting of which we have a complete record was in 1847. This 
was held on January 3, and called by,virtue of a warrant under 
the hands of William Chalk and Ludwig Meyers, Esquires, two of 
Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the District of Huron, 
‘and held in Fishleigh’s tavern, Mitchel 
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At this meeting Thomas Boyle was elected chairman, Other 

officers elected were : John McIntyre, district councillor ; ‘Thomas 
Boyd, township clerk ; William Irvine, assessor of taxes ; Duncan 
Campbell, collector of taxes ; Daniel Kerr, William Davis, John 
Arbogast, town wardens ; John Arbogast, William Smith, Thomas 
Scott, commissioners of highways, Subordinate off 
also appointed, forming the first complete list on record. As 
Poundkeepers, were Andrew Timming, Francis Fishleigh, John 
Babb, John Parker, Abraham Davidson, and Nicholas Harwick. 
Fenceviewers were William Small, Nicholas Tomlinson, Michael 
Shellebery and Richard Gill. Pathmasters’ lists contain thirty- 
five names, a marvellous increase since 1842, indicating that, in a 
short period of five years, settlement had made great progress 
These were George Rey, Andrew Kennedy, William Levey, Wil- 
iam Jardine, Frank Livingston, Robert Nichols, Joseph Russel, 
John Shellebery, Gilbert Melntyre, George Brett, Jacob Seebach, 
Jobn Arbogast, Michael Goetz, Thomas Scott, Robert Clark, 
Daniel Egmire, John McCurdy, Charles Stuffs, ‘Thomas Worth, 
Henry Yeo, William Haines, Jasper Pridham, William Elger, 
William Greenside, William Hewer, Hugh Kennedy Junck, James 
MeLarty, Thomas Moss, Christopher Baker, Nicholas Tomlinson, 
Charles Beer, William Porteous, William Davis, Robert Melntosh, 
and Thomas Babb. This meeting also passed by-laws regulating 
cattle running at large, and defining the construction of a lawful 
fence. We have inserted copies of by-laws elsewhere, whose 
Provisions will apply to Fullarton, and, indeed, to all municipalities 
in this county, each code being nearly alike. 

Those officers elected in 1847 appear to have retained their 
several positions till January, 1849, when a meeting was held at 
the ‘school house on lot No. 25, East Mitchell Road, and a new 
list was chosen: James Brown, clerk ; Henry E. Anson, assessor: 
Duncan Campbell, collector. For superintendents of highways 
were elected, John Lambert, Robert Roger, and Joshua Cole. 
For town wardens, William Davis, William Martin, and Thomas 
Reid. A financial statement for the preceding year was read at 
this meeting. This account was not a large one, receipts consist 
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ing of two items: a balance on hand of £12, 198., 9!4d., and 
cash received from Mr. John Mclotyre, being wild land tax money, 
amounting to £12, 08. 11d., making a total of £2: 
Total expenditure, £23, 185., 54d., was composed of orders for 
improvement of roads, clerk’s salary of ten shillings, and four- 
pence halfpenny for postage. 

The first township board, elected in 1850, met on January 21st, 
and was composed of James Hill, Robert Porteous, Robert Roger, 
George Leversage, st, and John Arbogast. James Hill 
chosen first reeve of Fullarton; John McIntyre, clerk. This 
concluded their business, when an adjournment was made to Feb'y 
gth, at No. 3 school house. At this meeting other officers were 
appointed, and their salaries fixed. Clerk was to receive £5 per 
annum. ‘Treasurer, whatever may have been his duties, watching 
over his own remuneration was not one; he was to receive £2 
per annum, For this allowance he was “to take care of all 
township moneys, pay orders, keep books, and find security in 
4250, to the satisfaction of the council.” Auditors were more 
fiberally compensated, with an allowance of 15 shillings each. 
Superintendent of education received £2 ; surveyor, 7/6 per day, 
while actively engaged; constable, 3/4 per day. Members of 
council were very economical in fixing their own remuneration at 
43/9 per day, or five pence per day more than their messenger. 
Assessor was allowed 234 per cent. on all taxes levied, and the 
collector 334 per cent. on all taxes collected, 

At a meeting held in March the clerk and school superintendent 
each gave bonds for £250. There was also levied a rate for con- 
tingencies and local improvements amounting to £150. £30 was 
also levied in $. S. No. 4, to build a new school house. A resolu- 
tion was also passed in May, clearly demonstrating the condition 
of roads in this township, setting forth ‘that logs for crossways 
should not be less than one rod in length, nor less than eight inches 
in diameter, and no basswood to be allowed.” In September 
was granted in payment of a seal for the municipality. On April 
26th, 1857, the auditors presented their first statement, showing 
a total collected of £111, which had not all been expended, 
416, 28., 14, still being on hand. 
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In August, a great flood swept away many bridges in Fullarton, 
and a special levy was made for replacing these and repairs on 
others. This amounted to £50, of which £10 was expended at 
Brown's school house, £12 on a bridge ninth concession line, 
S'0 for Black Creek bridge; also £5 for bridge in 6th concession, 
Further sums were to be expended by Mr Fishleigh and Mr. Hill, 
amounting to £7, in repairing roads. During this year a grant 
was made to found a public library of £30, on the following 
conditions, viz. : “If within ten days petitions liberally signed be 
presented to the reeve in favour of it, and if petitions be presented 
both for and against said grant, then if the great preponderance 
of such petitioners be in favour of said grant, in such case the 
town reeve shall have authority to order the same to be placed 
on the collector's roll, but not otherwise." 

It is to be regretted that the good intentions of Fullarton 
council in this case were frustrated by those plans adopted for its 
management. The system was theoretically good, but subse- 
quently proved to be practically bad. There can be no doubt that 
a circulating library ia any community must be productive of good 
results in promulgating wholesome literature, and in promoting a 
taste for high ideals, the creating of which is, or ought to be, the end 
and aim of all writers who feel the responsibilities of their mission. 
Each councillor was appointed librarian in his own district, and 
received a share of books equal with other members. For these 
he was responsible during his tenure of office, If all councillors 
were men of literary taste, such arrangements would be quite 
applicable. I may be permitted here to remark, if to be educated 
fon academic lines were a crime, very many, indeed, of our old 
public men would be held perfectly guiltless. If, on the other 
hand, an education gained by observation, or the stronger and 
imperative demands of stern necessity could be considered enlight= 
enment, nearly all old backwoodsmen were eligible to a degree. 
Te was only a few years, therefore, after the introduction of the 
library when it was so decimated that its total extinction became 
evident, 

Previous to 1854 2 license inspector had been appointed in each 


























division, whose duty it was to inspect all houses of entertainment 
and grant certificates as to all legal requirements being fully ob- 
served. An officer was now appointed whose jurisdiction should 
extend over the entire municipality. He was known as “Revenue 
Inspector,” and was empowered to grant hotel licenses, as well as 
those to auctioneers. He gave security in £20, and one surety 
for £10. Mr. Thomas Dunn, township clerk, was appointed to 
this responsible position with a compensation of £2 per annum. 
‘This was certainly a very modest allowance for So important an 
officer. Mr. Dunn's operations were limited by by-law, and 
which, considering society at that period, speaks well or Fullarton, 
when it was declared that only two hotel licenses should be issued. 

‘Considered in connection with other municipalities at that period, 
temperance principles must have made great progress in this 
township. It was decided also io 1855 that applicants for hotel 
licenses should pay in Mitchell £8, in the township proper £3. 
All keepers of houses of public entertainment were entitled to 
transfers, provided a due observance of the law was maintained, 

Tn 1856, Fullarton divested herself of all responsibility in con- 
nection with library affairs by apportioning it amongst the schools. 
This plan was adopted upon petition of a large majority of rate- 
payers for its dispersion that way. A codification of municipal 
by-laws was now decided upon, in order that all officers and rate- 
payers generally might be made fully acquainted with local 
‘municipal legislation. 

Mr. McPhail moved, and Mr. Abraham Davidson seconded, 
“That with a view to the more efficient discharge of the duties 
devolving upon this council, a by-law should be drafted embracing 
and setting forth rules of order to be observed by the council at 
their meetings, and defining the liberties and privileges of those 
who may attend such meetings, in connection with business or 
otherwise, and imposing’ suitable penalties for the contravention 
of such rules." Mr. MePhail, Mr. Clark, the reeve and clerk were 
appointed to makea digest of all laws and submit it at next meeting. 
Having been assented to by a full board, it was then to be printed 
for cieculation in pamphlet form. During this year a grant was 















































made in aid of agricultural societies of £5, the frst given to these 
highly useful organizations. 

In 1857, motion was made regarding the construction of @ 
gravel road to St. Marys. A motion was also introduced in 
January ordering the clerk to correspond with Blanshard regard- 
ing this road. Fullarton was desirous of improving this highway 
within her limits, and, by a concerted action with Blanshard, a. 
leading road could be constructed of great advantage to both. 
‘The Mitchell road, therefore, which had been cleared in 1844, 
became then, and is still, one of the leading highways in both 
townships. At a subsequent meeting a plan was submitted by 
what was knowa as “The Southern Gravel Road Co.,” offering to 
gravel that section of highway extending from Mitchell to the 
‘Thames road, and also a section from lot 10 to the W. M. R. 

These motions indicate a lively interest in good roads, and were 
several years in advance of municipal action either in Blanshard or 
Downie. A meeting was held in ward No. 3, which would be 
sgteatly benefited by these contemplated improvements, and $3,000 
voted to carry them into effect. While these innovations ‘were 
being made in its more advanced sections, in other portions of 
Fullarton matters were not in such a favourable condition. ‘The 
12th concession was not yet opened throughout, nor was it till 
1858 that a grant of £20 was made in order to make it passable 
for travel 

At its first meeting, in 1861, the board took their seats under 
happy auspices, and, amidst hand-shakings and congratulatory 
compliments to each other, recorded that “after a vote of the 
whole township being taken on them, they were all returned, 
which plainly indicates their services for the past two years have 


been highly appreciated by the intelligent ratepayers of 
Fullarton,” 














In 1864, Fullarton was first entitled to send a deputy reve to 
the county council. Mr. Abraham Davidson, an old member of 
the board, was raised to that dignity. An important amendment 

Act came into force in 1867, by which all reeves 
and deputies were elected directly by the people, 








Formerly, they 
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were chosen by the council, which was elected by general vote of 
the ratepayers. Under this provision, in 1868, Mr. William 
Davidson was elected reeve, and his father, Abraham Davidson, 
as deputy. Abraham Davidson had been a representative since 
1855 ; his son William had never sat at a council table, except as 
clerk, ‘These conditions indicate a high appreciation of those 
services rendered by both father and son. Perth County affords 
no other illustration of a man occupying his first seat at a council 
table as chief magistrate, and by that honor taking precedence 
‘over his father, who sat as his deputy. 

Prior to 1873, a great question was being agitated in this county 
as to granting aid for constructing a railway from Stratford to 
Wiarton, north, and Stratford to Port Dover, south. This road 
twas of immense consequence to Stratford and the northern part 
of the county. A bonus of $120,000 was, therefore, warmly 
supported by the people of those sections. In Fullarton, Hibbert, 
Blanshard, and a portion of Downie, a very different order of 
things obtained. ‘These municipalities were almost unanimously 
‘opposed to the scheme. ‘The representatives from the south were 
led by Mr. Wm, Davidson, reeve of Fullarton; those of the 
north, by Mr. D, D, Hay, of Listowel, an able man, It was a 
bitter struggle, and fought out on both sides with unflinching 
determination, On Mr. Davidson and his deputy returning at 
that period to their constituents, they were hailed as the champions 
of right and liberty. A great meeting being held, a motion was 
passed by standing vote, amid tremendous enthusiasm, expressing 
entire concurrence and confidence in their representatives in 
trying to defeat this nefarious project. We insert this motion, as 
indicating that determined opposition to an improvement which 
has resulted in enormous benefit to this county 























Tt was moved and seconded, “That this council highly approves 
of the action of the reve and deputy reeve in opposing the 
by-law submitted at the last session of the county council granting 
§120,000 of a bonus to the Port Dover & Lake Huron and the 
Stratford & Lake Huron R. R., and would urgently request every 
qualified ratepayer to turn out to the several polling places in the 
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township, on Monday, the first of December next, and vote down 
unanimously the absurd proposition of saddling the municipality. 
with $12,000, being the amount we will have to pay in case the 
by-law is cartied, without receiving any corresponding benefit, but 
merely to satisfy the people of Stratford and Listowel, led on by 
sel/ainterested persons in those places.” —Carried unanimously. 

At this meeting was passed another motion, indicating that, 
while the sentiments set forth were no doubt perfectly honest, 
they discover in a marked degree that the council of Fullarton was 
not at all deficient in political tactics, It may be considered a 
cardinal principle in successful politics that what cannot be easily 
disposed of in a straightforward manner must be passed on the 
other side, with such an appearance of fairness and honesty of 
purpose as to draw the people’s attention from the main question 
and centre it on a side issue. We submit the following motion 
ona very important matter, as a splendid illustration of this theory, 
and exhibiting a marvellous insight into political science. Moved 
and seconded, ‘In reference to the circular asking the council to 
petition the Legislature of the Dominion of Canada for the pro- 
hibition and sale of intoxicating liquor, That, while we are of 
opinion that the said liquors are injurious to mankind morally, 
‘mentally, and financially, when used to excess, and have cause to 
deplore their use in many cases ; yet we are of opinion that pro- 
hibition would not remedy the evil, for experience has proven that 
legal restrictions have not justified the promoters of such doctrines 
in their results, and in our opinion, instead of petitioning the said 
Legislature, we would suggest fo those who have the moral and 
religious training of the community to impress upon those over vehom. 
‘they come in contact of being temperate in all matiers, and par- 
ticularly in intoxicating drink, and try and raise the standard of 
morality in all its bearings 

Before dismissing this part of our subject, it is worthy of notice 
the great confidence the people of this township appear to have 
Placed in those whom they had elected to power, In other munici= 
Palities there seems to have been almost a continuous struggle 
for representative position, which, while it may have indicated a 
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healthy public spirit, was not, on some occasions, conducive to 
their material interests. In Fullarton, however, when a man was 
elected as reeve he seemed as one elevated to a dignified sphere, 
From his position on the township woolsack he could survey with 
delightful magnanimity those scenes transpiring around him as 
fone who was monarch of all he surv No reeve of this tows 
ship appears ever to have been removed by an adverse vote of his 
constituents, The late George Leversage resigned to accept the 
county treasurership, after having been reeve for eighteen years, 
Mr. William Davidson resigned after eleven years to accept the 
position of county clerk. Mr, Thomas Ford, after a period of 
six years, retired. Mr. James Watson also retired after eight 
years, and Mr. Hill, the first reeve, served three years, when he 
also retired. ‘The reeves of Fullarton for many years exerted a 
decided influence in the councils of this county, and have given 
‘more wardens to preside over its deliberations than any other 
municipality. Although this township has been undoubtedly 
represented by able men, we are yet of the opinion that a portion, 
at least, of their influence arose from their long and intimate 
knowledge of county affairs, which their constant re-election 
the people enabled them to acquire. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that strong feelings of personal 
friendship sprang up between the reve and those who had been 
so long with him around the council table. It is not surprising, 
too, that on the evening of their last meeting, when the adjourn 
ment is recorded sine die, that melancholy retrospects should be 
indulged in, Although they may have been conscious of having 
done their duty honestly, fearlessly, and well, an appeal to the 
electorate, a court often notoriously fickle, and inconsistent in its 
judgment, always produced misgivings of results. It is not sur- 
prising neither, after the “weeping hour” is passed, that with 
sobs in their hearts, and tears in their eyes, we find them join 
hands and sing as they did at one meeting in Pullarton,— 











‘Then long ive the Queen, 
‘And happy may she be, 
And may her subjects bave 








‘The various officers of Fullarton township from 1850 to 1902, 
inclusive, are as follows -— 

Reeves. —1850-2, James Hill ; 1853, Thos. Ford ; 1854-61, 
James Watson ; 1862-7, Thos. Ford ; 186878, Wm. Davidson ; 
1870-96, Geo. Leversage ; 1897-1902, James Russel 

Deputy-Reeves.—1864-5, Abraham Davidson; 1866, Geo. Lever- 
sage ; 1867-9, A. Davidson ; 1870-3, Richard Francis ; 1874-6, 
R. H. Bain; 1877-81, R. Francis; 1882-7, Thos. Currelley 
1888-9, Nicholas Roach ; 1890-96, Joseph Jackson j 1897-8, Peter 
Arbogast. 

Councillors. —1850, Robt. Roger, Robert Porteous, Geo. Lever 
sage, John Arbogast ; 1851, R. Rogers, R. Porteous, John Fish- 
leigh, Valentine Rohfreitsch; 1852, J. Fishleigh, Wm, Martyn, Jas. 
Watson, V. Rohfreitsch; 1853, John Fishleigh, Wm. Martyn, Jas. 
Watson, Wm. Dickie; 1854, T. Ford, W. Martyn, Wm, Dickie, 
Payton Botterill; 1855, Robt. Clark, Abraham Davidson, Daniel 
McPhail, Wm. Martyn; 1856, R. Clark, A, Davidson, D. 
McPhail, John Cole ; 1857, D. McPhail, J. Cole, Edwin Dodds, 
A, Davidson ; 1858, T. Ford, E. Dodds, J. Cole, A. Davidson ; 
1859-61, T. Ford, A. Davidson, E, Dodds, Alex. McConachie ; 
1862, Geo. Leversage, A. Davidson, E. Dodds, H. E. Hanson ; 
1863, Geo. Leversage, H. Hanson, F. Ullrick, A. Davidson ; 
1864-65, Geo. Leversage, H. E. Hanson, F. Ullrick ; 1866, F. 
Ulirick, A, Davidson, Wm. Dickie ; 1867, Geo. West, F. Ullrick, 
Wm. Dickie ; 1868, Richard Francis, Samuel Gourlay, Jos Bald ; 
1869, Jas. Brown, R. Francis, Edwin Ross; 1870, Jas. Brown, 
Geo. Roy, Jas. Moore; 1871-2, Geo. Roy, Michael Arbogast, 
James Moore; 1873, M. Arbogast, Francis Standeven, N. Roach ; 
1874, N. Roach, M. Arbogast, Jas. Moore ; 1875, N. Roach, 
Horace Fawcett, M. Arbogast ; 1876, N. Roach, M. Arbogast, 
Richard Watson ; 1877, N. Roach, R. Watson, Henry Heal ; 
1878, N. Roach, R. Watson, Geo. Johnson ; 1879-80, N. Roach, 
Geo, Johnson, Thos. Currelley ; 1881, N. Roach, T. Currelley, 
Jacob Ney ; 1882-87, N. Roach, Nesbitt Potter, J. Ney ; 1888, N. 
Pottery Joseph Jackson, Thos. Edwards ; 1889, Jos. Jackson, T. 
Edwards, Jos. Melntyre ; 1890-1, P, Arbogast, Jos. McIntyre, 
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Thos. Edwards ; 1892-3, T- Edwards, P, Arbogast, John Butler ; 
1894, T. Edwards, John MeNeil, P. Arbogast ; 1895, P. Arbogast, 
J. MeNeil, Jas. Russell; 1896, J. Russell, P. Arbogast, Oliver 
Harris; 1897-8, O. Harris, L. Turner, C. Ratz; 1899, P. Arbogast, 
L. Turner, C. Ratz ; 1900-1, P. Arbogast, O. Harris, L. Turner, 
CC. Ratz; 1902, L. Turner, 0. Harris, P. Seebach, C. Ratz 

Clerks 1850-2, John Melntyre; 1853-7, Thos. Dunn; 1858, 
Daniel McPhail ; 1859-67, Wm. Davidson ; 1868-72, Richard 
Moore; 1873-8, Geo. Leverage ; 1879-1902, John Wilson, 

vtssessors.-1850, John Lambert ; 1851-2, Wm. Rath; 1853, 
‘Thos, Smith; 1864, Jas. Anderson ; 1855-8, Robt. Porteous ; 
1859, Wm. Aldred ; 1860, Robt. Porteous ; 1861, Thos. Shilling- 
ton; 1862-3, R. Porteous ; 1864-7, Edward Turner ; 1868, Henry 
Hanson ; 1869-70, Richard Watson ; 1871, Jas, Brown ; 1872, 
Thos. Skinner; 1873-4, Jas. Brown ; 1875, Richard Watson ; 
1876, E, Turner ; 1877-83, Jas. Brown ; 1884-3, Wm. Courtice ; 
1886294, Richard Francis ; 1895-1902, Jos. Melaty 

James Brown; 1860, Wm. Davidson ; 




















1902, John Cole. 

Collectors. 1850-55, Duncan Campbell; 1836-61, Angus Camp 
bell; 1862, Edwin Turner ; 1863-4, Wm. Davidson, sr. 3 1865, 
Jacob Bald; 1866-7, William Davidson, sr. ; 1868-70, Thos. 
Skinner ; 1871, Samuel Gourlay ; 1872-7, Ferdinand Uttrick s 
1878-9, Thos. Skinner; 1880, F. Ullrick; 1881-3, Wm. Courtice 
1834-94 Alex. Bothwell; 1895-7, Jno. Butler; 1898-1902, Jno. Roger. 

“Auditors, 1850, John Buchan, Wm. Rath; 1851, John Buchan, 
Chas, Thorn ; 1832-4, Chas, Thora, Thos. Sloane ; 1855, Thos. 
Matheson, Chas. Thorn ; 1856, Thos. Matheson, John McGill; 
1857, Chas. Thorn, John McGill; 1838-60, Wm. Davidson, Hugh 
Chisholm; 1861, Jobn Mitchell, Andrew McPherson ; 1862-3, Wm. 
Riley, 11. Chisholm ; 1863, Geo. West, H. Chisholm ; 1865, Geo. 
West, J. Buchan; 1866, Jos. Hunt, J. Buchan 1867, H. Chisholm, 
Jas. Woodley ; 1868, Jas. Brown, H. Chisholm ; 1869-73, Wa 
Davidson, st) Jas. Brown ; 1874-5) John Buchan, Jas. Brown 
1876-99, Jas. Brown, Wm, Davidson; 1891-2, Win. Sterritt, J. H 
Keeler} 1893, Wm. Sterritt, Jas. H. Harper; 1894-1001, Wm 
Sterritt, Jas, Ward ; 1902, Wm. Sterritt, Richard Pomeroy. 












































CHAPTER XIV, 


Blanshard township is situated in the centre of a great triangle, 
formed by the Huron road, Governor's road, and the London and 
Goderich road, extending from London to Clinton. It received 
its name in honor of Mr. Blanshard, a director of the Canada 
Company, and was not surveyed till 1839. This municipality was, 
therefore, the last to be opened up in the Huron Tract. That 

should thus have remained so long did not arise from undesirable 
conditions in the soil. On the contrary, it contained no swamp, 
rocky, or waste lands to interfere in any way with pioneer opera- 
tions. Indeed, it contains, perhaps, a larger block of unbroken 
surface than can be found elsewhere in this county. Like Hibbert, 


its backward position arose from circumstances connected with 
the surveys of surrounding municipalities. 

When opened for settlement no township in this county was 
more rapidly taken up. Its soil was uniformly so good, that in 
a period extending from 1841 to 1848, every acre was claimed by 


owners, lessees, or “squatters.” A contiguity of pioneers to each 


other in a new country has a marked effect in its progress. Where 
swamps exist, or land is broken by rock, sand, or other obstacles 
to retard operations of the woodman, settlers become isolated 
from each other. This condition renders road making and building 
of schools and houses too heavy a task to those few so sparsely 
located on suitable intervening lands. No such obstructions 
affected this township. Blanshard had no dificulties extraneous 
to those inseparable from life in the woods under favourable con- 
ditions. Progress was, therefore, rapid, extending in a very short 
































time to every section. It is also noticeable in a new country that 
advancement is largely dependent on the character of those by 
whom it is settled. Indeed, this is of greater consequence to 
development than extreme fertility of soil. This county was most 
fortunate in being located by people of British origin and Germans. 
A better class of bushmen could not be obtained from any other 
pationalities, and results afford ample evidence of this fact. 
Blanshard was settled almost entirely by people from the north 
of Ireland, particularly that portion west of the river Thames. 
East of the river, surrounding St. Marys, Scotch predominated. 
West of the river, north of Ireland people were immensely in the 
ascendency. Settlement began almost simultaneously north and 
south of the Little Falls. The McGregor family, Legg, Mackin- 
tosh, Forrester, Weir, Delmage, Sinclair, and Jickling were 
pioneers. Southward were Bradly, Pickard, McVannel, Weston, 
Tasker, and Hutchings. Extending north and south on the 
Mitchell road were Christie, Henderson, Doupe, Switzer, Spar- 
ling, Armstrong, MeKinnett, Cameron, Carrol, Rea, Warren, 
Sansburn, Bell, Draper, Willis, and Hayes. On concession one 
were Bell, Meighen, Irvine, Robertson, and Gowan. On two 
and three were Cameron, Dickinson, McCullough, McCallum, 
Anderson, Switzer, Beatty, and Sparling. On four and five were 
Spearin, Shier, Kennedy, Irvine, Berry, Robinson, Hazlewood, 
and Burns. On six and seven, Benner, Marriott, Cathcart, 
Creighton, Paynter, .Chappell, Riordan, Morrill, Murphy, and 
Miller. On eight and nine were Rea, Willis, Melntyre, Stafford, 
Moutray, Sawyer, McDougall, Parker, Dwyer, and Quinn. On 
ten and eleven were Somerville, Slack, Crawford, Dinsmore, 
Shipley, McDonald, Styles, Gilpin, and Hopkins. On twelve 
were Hayes, Byfield, Radcliff, Crawford, Foster, Gunning, and 
Morley. By far the greatest aumber of these were north of 
Ireland people, and apparently drawn from the better class, Many 
were characterized by intelligence, high sense of honour, and an 
air of refinement much in advance of those coming from a land 
where education could scarcely be obtained. They were intensely 
loyal to their country, and proud of its achievements by land and 

















sea. In those feelings were hid the elements of success. A 
people who have no pride in former historical records of their 
country are in the first stage of national decay. An individual 
who has no pride in his family or ancestoral honour has lost the 
highest incentive to honour in himself, and is on the verge of . 
moral decrepitude. Between 1841 and 1848 the whole township 
‘may be said to have been taken up.” During that period, how- 
ever, comparatively little of it had been patented or ‘cdeeded.”” 
In fact, as late as 1850 very few titles had been granted in Blan- 
shard. According to the system adopted by the Canada Com- 
pany in disposing of their lands first by leasehold tenure, it was 
not tll these agreements had expired that a settler applied for his + 
patent. As these indentures covered a period of ten years, all 
those issued between 1841 and 1848 expired between 1851 and 
1858. In this interval, therefore, a large portion of land was 
patented. In cases where a settler was unable to secure his deed 
another lease was granted at a slightly increased price, if desired, 
by adding 234 per cent. to the original cost. A number adopted 
this plan of holding their land rather than borrow money to pay 
for it. At the same time we regret to say that names appear in 
many of our first title deeds of men who never endured the hard- 
ships of pioneer life. Recourse was had to mortgaging for securing 
their patents by quite a number, at rates of interest from 15 to 25 
per cent, per annum, At such prices for money it is not surprising 
that very few were ever able to redeem themselves. While this 
occurred in too many instances, it is gratifying to know that a 
large number were able to discharge all their obligations from 
their own earnings, and obtain that much coveted, long hoped for, 
and hard earned piece of parchment, on which were written the 
magic words “the said lands to have and to hold to him and his 
heirs for ever.” 

The Canada Company's records in Toronto show that the first 
patents for land were granted in Blanshard, as follows On 
concession No. 1 to Gordon Meighen, November 27, 1844, and. 
three days later another on the same concession was granted to 
William Beatty. On concession No. 2, Donald Cameron, on 
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Sept. agth, 1843. On concession No. 3, to Archie McCallum, on 
October the 71h, 1844. On concession No. 4, to Adam Shier, on 
June 18, 1844. On concession No. 5, to Gerard Irvine, on Sept. 
13; 1846. On concession No. 6, to Alexander Jamieson, on Oct 
43,1846. On concession No. 7, to David Smith, on August 6, 
1846. On concession No. 8 to Neil McLennan, on June 20, 1851, 
On concession No. 10, to Thomas Dinsmore, on February 26, 
1853. On concession No. 11, to Samuel Radcliffe, on February 
26, 1847. On concession No. 12, to Peter Watson, on December 
27, 1849. On concession No. 13, to Thomas Christie, on March 5, 
1844. On concession No. 14, t0 Thomas Skinner, on August 6, 
1853. On concession No. 15, to William Fleetford, on November 
1, 1842. This patent granted to William Fleetford appears to be 
the first issued in the township of Blanshard, and was for lot 13, on 
concession 15, On concession No. 17, to Adam St. John, on July 
18, 1848, On concession No. 18, to Walter Stinson, on May 12, 
18)8. On concession No. 19, t0 Robert Patterson, on May 20, 
1845. On concession No. 20, to Caleb Richardson, on September, 
1848. On the north boundery concession, to Edward Delmage, 
1848. On the south boundary concession, to George Jackson, on 
December 22, 1848. On the east Mitchell road concession, to 
John Sparling, on June 8, 1844. On the west Mitchell road 
concession, to Donald Cameron, on August 6, 1845. On the 
west boundary concession, to Jasper Ward, on August 27, 1852. 
On the Thames concession to Thomas Ingersoll, on February 19, 
1844. To James Ingersoll, on August 13, 1849, was granted a 
patent for an island below the falls, inthe river Thames, contain- 

wg one acre and seven perches, and for which he is to pay therefor 
the sum of five shillings, On the 6th day of August, 1845, a 
patent was granted to the Rev. Ephraim Evans, of London, for 
part of lot No. 22, concession No. 8, for a place of interment. 
‘This grant was made to Mr. Evans, who applied on behalf of the 
settlers in the district for a plot to bury their dead, and was made 
by the Canada Company without any consideration. 

From the time the frst settler erected his solitary shanty by the 
River Thames, in 1842, every day brought some new adventure to 














the municipality. 





In 1844 Blanshard contained 972 inhabitants and had 619 acres 
under cultivation, In 1850 her population had increased to 2,562 
souls, with 6,140 acres under cultivation, In +861 the popwlation 
was 3.774, exclusive of St. Marys, Her total product raised in 
1849 Was 24,000 bush, wheat, 13,000 bush. oats, 4,000 bush. peasy 
17,000 bush. potatoes, 41,000 bush. turnips, 41,000 tbs. maple 
suigar, 4,000 Ibs. wool, and 4,900 Ibs. butter.” Tt was necessary, 
therefore, that some local authority should be set up for the govern 
ment of the people and regulating affairs in this now important 
settlement. Previous to that period (1844) Blanshard, Fullar- 
ton and Downie had been formed into one district for municipal 
purposes, and a meeting was held in the school house in Stratford 
fon January 3, 1842, to elect certain officers and pass by-laws. 
In these meetings of our old pioneers a practical illustration of 
those socialistic principles of initiative and referendum was a 
prominent feature in their legislative deliberations, Conditions 
in some directions have not greatly changed since the first meete 
ings of these local parliaments. Much of the legislation enacted 
regarding fence viewers, pound keepers, and animals running at 
large, still frm the primary principle of the municipal enactments 
at the present day, with scarcely any modifications. It appears from 
the minutes of this meeting that Blanshard was unrepresented. 
It ia doubtful if any organized system of government obtained in 
this township till 1844. In that year « meeting of ratepayers was 
hein the village (St. Marys), to form a local government under 
authority of the legislative enactment of 1841, Mr. Thomas 
Williams being chosen clerk. Of the business transacted at this 
meeting: we have no record. On the third of January, 1848, the 
people of Blanshard again met, at Joseph Casey's tavern, to pass 
by-laws and appoint certain offers for the current year. At this 
meeting Mr. George Bictch was elected chairman, Milner Har- 
rison, township clerk; Thomas Shoebottom, councillor (for the 
district, I presume); Rody Hanley, assessor; Edward Styles, col- 
lector; poundkeepers for the village, Samuel Fraleigh, Thomas 
Skinner; in the township, John Switzer and Daniel Powell. The 
wardens were Rody Haniey, Christopher Sparling, and James 
Pangburn. 
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[At the close of their electoral duties the assembled ratepayers 
next assumed the functions of a Legislative Assembly. On this 
occasion the result of their deliberations was embodied in certain 
fnactments : That every pathmaster should be a fenceviewer in 
his own division; no fence should be less than 434 feet high, staked 
and sidered or locked; no seed animals to eun at laeges no breachy 
cattle to run; no hogs ander thiety pounds to run, all above forty 
Pounds to be free commoners, Their legislative functions being 
thas completed, the House was prorogued with three cheers for 
the Queen, With that supreme wisdom which characterizes 
many of our legislators of to-day, they no doubt sought the 
means of recuperation to their exhausted faculties in that exhile 
arating cordial dribbling from Mr. Casey's barrels. Tt appears, 
however, that some irregularity in connection with this election 
hhad occurred, which led to a warrant being issued by William 
Chali, Warden of Huron, to James Clendinning, of St. Marys, 
for a new election. This’ nomination was held at Ashel Morris 
German’s tavern village of St. Marys, when Thomas Christie and 
‘Thomas Shoebottom were candidates. At the close of this 
contest Mr. Christie was declared elected by a majority of sixteen 
votes, It will be noticed from reports of these meetings that 
Mr. Hanley held the dual office of assessor and township. warden 
for that year. On January ist, 1849, another mecting of rate- 
payers was held at Ashel Morris German's tavern to elect officers. 
[At this meeting Mr. William Patterson Smith was elected chair 
man, Milner Harrison clerk, Rodey Hanley assessor, Edward 
Styles collector, Samucl Fraleigh poundkeeper for the village of 
St. Marys, and C. G. Sparling, Rody Hanley, Henry Willis, towne 
ship wardens. 

Previous to 1850 1 find no statement as to salaries paid towne 
ship officers, The first statement of accounts is dated July 21st, 
1847, where the total receipts are set forth as amounting to 
Goo, 8s., jde, with an expenditure corresponding to this amount 
exactly. In’ an item dated September 13th, Mr. Harvison is 
allowed for clerk's fees £1, 8s., 34. This account is certified as 
being correct by Mr. Hanley, Mr. C. G. Sparling, and James 
Pangburn, wardens. 






















































In the records of March, 1847, is found a statement which will 
be somewhat amusing to the people of Blanshard at the present 
day, The first entry is in March 8th, 1847 :— Milner Harrison's 
mark is a split in the right ear; James Smith's mark is a piece cut, 
out of the end of the right ear; William Carroll's mark is a small 
round hole in each ear; Thomas Ingersol's mark is a piece of the 
left ear split in and cut out under to make a square notch ; 
Jeremiah Crysler's mark is a split in the left ear; Peter Smith's 
mark is a three cornered burn of the hip; George Tracey's mark 
is a split in both ears, forming a swallow's tail; Joshua Brink's 
mark is a piece cut out of each ear, on the upper side, in the 
shape of a half moon ; Christopher G. Sparling's mark is a round 
hole in the right ear, the size of a musket ball ; Parden Fuller's 
mark is a round hole in the right ear, and a half round in the left 
ear; Robert Birtch's mark is a round hole and a split in the left 
ear Caleb Richardson’s mark is a piece cut square out of the left 
ear ; Noah D. Carrol’s mark is a piece cut off from the right ear.” 
This completes the list of gentlemen who appear to have placed 
themselves on record. There is no explanation why such a mark 
is necessary, whether it was to distinguish the patties themselves, 
oF any animal of which they were possessed, Neither is it peculiar 
to the officers, although a number of them appear to have received 
it, This town meeting of 1849 was the last under the old system, 
In 1850 a new order of municipal government was introduced. A. 
great piece of legislation it was, and productive of great good to 
the people of this country. The old system was swept away. 
‘Those old town meetings, where all the ratepayers meet together 
for legislative purposes, and in a most hilarious mood, often inter- 
spersed with a snatch of an old Irish song ot humorous story 
between their several enactments, passed more effective legislation 
in a couple of hours than both our Houses of Parliament could 
alter a long period of incubation. A district councillor was no 
longer elected. The office of township warden was abolished. A 
Position of real dignity and honour was conferred on our public 
men, The manner of their election was conducted with formality 
and a certain amount of decorum, unknown at the town meeting. 
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This gave those who were chosen a prestige never before enjoyed 
by our representatives. 

In compliance, therefore, with this new Municipal Act, the first 
council of Blanshard met to transact business, January 20, 1851, 
at William Guest's tavern, at ten o'clock a.m. At this meeting 
were Thomas Boy Guest, reeve ; Arundel Hill, Henry Willis, Geo. 
Adair and William Chambers, as councillors. Officers elected 
were Thomas Ingersol, clerk; J. K. Glendining, assessor ; Thos. 
Christie, treasurer ; William Sparrow, collector ; William Patter 
mith and John Ingersol, auditors, A list of officers is 











subjoined from 1852 to 1902 
John Robinson ; 1853, T. B. Guest; 1854-5, 
Arundel Hill ; 1836-9, David Cathcart ; 1860-1, John Dunnell ; 
1862-5, Benjamin Stanley; 1866, John Gould, 1867, E.R. 
Gooding ; 1868, James Dinsmore ; 1869-71, David Cathcart ; 
Andrew Driver ; 1873-4, David Brethour ; 18; 
Beatty; 1877-8, James Dinsmore ; 1879-80, Andrew Driver ; 
1881-2, William F, Sanderson ; 1883, William Johnston ; 1884, 
W. F. Sanderson ; 1885-6, James Dinsmore ; 1887-8, Thomas 
Lawton ; 1899-90, Robert Beatty ; 1891-2, William Hutchings 5 
1893, David Johnson ; 1894-5, Daniel Sinclair ; 1896-8, Robert 
Berry ; 1899-1900, George Elliott ; 1901-2, John Fotheringham, 

Deputy Reeves.—-1852, George Adare; 1853, Arundel] Hill; 1854, 
Gilbert Melntosh ; 1835, David Catheart ; 1836-7, Amos Doupe ; 
1858-9, John Dunnell ; 1860, David Catheart ; 1862-5, E.R. 
Gooding; 1853, Frank Anderson; 1866, Hugh Thompson ; 
1867, James Dinsmore; 1868, George Huston ; 1869, A. M, 
Driver, 1870-1, George Huston; 1872, David Brethour 
1873-4, Robert Beatty; 1875-6, John Dinsmore; 1877-8, Wi 
‘MeCullough ; 1879-80, W. F. Sanderson ; 1881-2, Jas. Spearin ; 
1883, Thos. Lawton ; 1884, Wm. Hutchings ; 1885-6, Thos. 
Lawton ; 1887-8, Geo, Hudson ; 1889-90, Wm. Hutchings ; 
1891-2, David Johnson ; 1893-5, Robt. Berry ; 1894, Robert St. 
John ; 1896-7, Geo, Ullott ; office abolished. 

Councillors. 1851, Arundel Hill, Henry Willis, Geo, Adare, 
Wm. Chambers ; 1852, H. Willis, Moses Sinclair, T. B. Guest 
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1853, H. Willis, David Cathcart, Wm. Beatty ; 1854, David 
Cathcart, Samuel McDonald, Richard Tims; 1855, Amos 
Doupe, James Dinsmore, A. McDonald; 1836, James Dinsmore, 
J. Dunnell, J. R. Burrit ; 1858, James Dinsmore, C. Switzer, 
Thos. Williams ; 1859, Jas. Dinsmore, Thos. Williams, Reuben 
Switzer ; 1860, Thos. D. Hamilton, James Dinsmore, Frank 
Anderson ; 1861, Adam Shier. Rody Hanley, Benjamin Stanley ; 
1862, Adam Shier, J. Dunnell, F. Anderson ; 1863, J. Whimster, 
Wm. Sparrow, E.R. Gooding; 1864, W. Sparrow, Thomas 
Lennox, T. Anderson; 1863, John Gould, Hugh Thompson, 

Anderson ; 1866, F. Anderson, E. R. Gooding, Benjamin 
Stanley ; 1867, Duncan McDougall, Adam Shier, Geo. Huston ; 
1868, Adam St. John, A. M. Driver, D. McDougall ; 1869, 
A. St. John, Alex. Jamieson, D. McDougall ; 1870-1, Alex. 
Jamieson, W. Johnston, G. D. Lowrie ; 1872, John Dinsmore, 
Robt, Beatty, Wim. Sterritt ; 1873-4) J. Dinsmore, William 
McCullough, Peter MeVannell ; 1875, W. McCullough, P. 
McVannell, Aaron Sawyer ; 1876-7, A. Sawyer, A. St. John, Jas, 
Spearin ; 1878, A. Sawyer, Jas. Spearin, W. F. Sanderson; 1879, 
A. Sawyer, Jas. Spearin, W. Roger ; 1880, Jas. Spearin, Thos 
Lawton, Wm. Hutchings ; 1881-2, W. Roger, W. Hutchings ; 
‘Thos. Lawton ; 1883, Wm. Hutchings, W. Roger, W. H. 
Graham ; 1884, W. H. Graham, ‘Thos. Pearn, Geo. Hudson ; 
1885-6, W. H. Graham, G. Hudson, George Spearin ; 1887-8, 
David Johnson, Peter McVannell, Jno. Dickenson ; 1889, Robert 
Berry, Daniel Sinclair, D. Johnson ; 1891-2, R. Berry, Robert 
St. John, D. Sinclair ; 1893, R. St. John, Wm. Robinson, George 
Ulliott ; 1894, W. Robinson, Jno. Fotheringham, W. Dinsmore 
1896.7, J. Fotheringham, Amos Marriott, Geo. Ulliott ; 1897-8, 
J. Fotheringham, W. Dinsmore, A. Marriott, G. Ulliott ; 1899- 
1900, A. Marriott, David Bonis, Egleson McDonald, Charles 
Robinson ; 1901, David Bonis, Jas. Donald, Chas. Robinson, 
Exleson McDonald ; 1902, David Bonis, Chas. Robinson, E. 
McDonald, Jos. Pearn. 

lerks.—-i851-3, ‘Thomas Ingersol; 1854, Thomas Christie; 

+72, William Wilson; 1873-81, William Johnston; 1882, A. 
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M. Driver; 1883-6, Samuel Clark; 1887-8, William Johnston 
1889, John H. Jameson, present clerk 

Assessors. —1851-2, J. K. Glendining; 1853-5, George Adare; 
1856-7, William N. Ford; 1858-9, Amos Doupe; 1850, William 
Raymond; 1861, Amos Doupe; 1862, Jas. Livingston ; 1865, 
John Campbell ; 1864-7, Edward Delmage ; 1868, Jas. Livingston; 
1869, Edward Delmage; 1870-1, Jas. Livingston; 1872, William 
McCullough; 1873, George White: 1874, Joho Mors; 18 
Edward Delmage; 1877, A. M. Driver; 1878-85, Robert Beatty 
1885-1902, Edward Kennedy 

Treasurers. —1851-4, Thos. Christie; 1855, Jobnston Armstrong; 

William Miller; 1872, George Huston; 1873-6, Joseph 
Stephens; 1877-80, David Cathcart; 1881-3, George D. Lowrie; 
188)-6, A. M. Drivers 1887-03, George D.’ Lowrie; 1894-1902, 
Robert Beatty. 

Collectors, —1851-5,William Sparrow; 1856-60, Rody Hanley} 
1860, George Adare; 1861, C. D, Sparling 1662-67, David Cath- 
cart, 1868-71, David Brethour; 1872-82, William H. Grabam; 
1883-9, John Anderson; 1890-3, P. S. Armstrong; 1893, Aug. 
Brethour; 1894, P. S. Armstrong; 1895-7, William Cade; 1898 
tgo2, Augustus Brethour. 

Auuditors—1831-2, John Tngersol, William P. Smith; 1853, J 
K. Glendining, Rody Hanley? 1854, Wm Barron, J. R. Burrit; 
1855, W. Miller, W. Woods; 1856, Thos. Williams, W. Woods 
1857, John Dalzell, W. Woods; 1858, Arundel Hill, William 
Woods; 1859, Arundel Hill, Thos. Wilson; 1860, Hugh Pater- 
son, Thos. Wilson; 1861, John Campbell, W. Woods; 1863, 
David Dinsmore, W. Woods; 1863, Mathew Rooney, D. Dins- 
more; 1854-6, W. Woods, Robert Somerville; 1867, M. Rooney, 
R, Somerville; 1868, John Campbell, J. Stephens; 1865-71, John 
Campbell, William Robinson; 1872-3, J. Campbell, 
son; 1874, J. Campbell, Edward Delmage ; 1875. 
Philip Kerr; 1879-80, J. Campbell, G. D. Lows 

pell, Thos, Pearn; 1883, J. Campbell, William Ford; 1883, 
J. Campbell, Robert Somerville; 1885, J. Campbell, W. Ford; 
1886, W. Johnston, W. Ford; 1887, W. Ford, W. Roger; 1888.9, 
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‘Thos. Armstrong, W. Rogers 1890-2, John Campbell, W. Roger; 
1893, John Burns, J. Campbell; 1894-5, J. Campbell, W. F. San- 
derson 1896, J. Burns, W. F. Sanderson; 1897-8, W. Johnston, 
J. Burns; 1899-1901, Jas. Morrison, MacCausland Irvine; 1902, 
W. Johston, Mac. Irvine. 

‘The council of 1851 had most important duties to. perform. 
There were no precedents for their guidance in the various 
functions given to them by the new Act. ‘The whole machinery of 
municipal action had to be set in operation, and of necessity there 
would be some friction, A set of officers had to be appointed to 
assist in administration, who, whatever their qualifications may 
have been, certainly knew nothing of those duties they were 
required to perform. It is not surprising, therefore, if we find 
that municipal business was frequently conducted i a manner 
which would not be acceptable to-day. To us it appears marvel- 
lous how township councils did so well. If errors were made, 
they were in most eases on the side of economy. Any remunera- 
tion granted to officers for their important services indicates a 
jealous watchfulness over the public purse. The clerk, on whom 
rests a great responsibility, received £12, 106. ; collector, £123 
assessor, £16s., 10s. per annum ; councillors, each per day, 
6s. 3d. j auditors, £1 each for each audit; and returning officers, 
125, 6d. for each election ; treasurer, 234 per cent. for all monies 
passing through his hands. In July of this year a rate of six- 
eighths of a penny in the £ was levied to build a new bridge over 
the Thames, at St. Marys, This was an old frame structure on 
Queen street, that occupied the site of the present stone bridge, 
which replaced it nearly 40 years ago. Previous to erecting this 
wooden bridge in 1851, there had been one constructed of logs, 
an old pioneer, swept away by a freshet. ‘The contract on the 
frame was let by tender to William Noble for £150, approaches 
fot included. Tn 1851 was also organized the London and Proof 
Line Gravel Road Company, which constituted the first gravel 
road west of St. Marys, This road extended from the River 
Thames westward to the Mitchell road, and south to Prospect 
Hill, where it entered Biddulph. The council, recognizing the 
































utility of this work, borrowed £2,000 to assist in its construction, 
te first and last loan ever obtained by this municipalit 

In February of 1853 the board met at Mr. James MeKay’s hotel, 
St. Marys, and fixed a rate for tavera licences at £5, 108. for St. 
Marys, and £3, 10s. for Blanshard, ‘They also appointed five 
inspectors of hotels to compel an observance of the law by those 
holding licences. Both village and township in those days appear 
to have been well supplied with hotel accommodation, Blanshard 
having thirteen and St. Marys about as many more. In this year 
of 1902 Blanshard has not, nor has it had for three years, a 
hotel within its limits, and St. Marys, with a population of 3,500, 
has only six, ‘Those inspectors appointed for the onerous work of 
viewing hotel premises and sampling liquors kept in stock were 
J. K. Clendining, Ruben Switzer, Rody Hanley, William Me- 
‘asley, and Thomas Anderson, 
In 1856, remuneration to municipal officers w: 
sidered by the board, and increased allowances were made in 
several instances. Clerk, 205 assessor, £15 ; collector, £15} 
auditors, each £1, 108.; councillors, each per day, 108.; inspectors 
of licenses, £1, 108. each ; returning officers, 158. In this year 
the capital of Blanshard was located at Skinner's Corners, which 
hhas heen the seat of government ever since. The council con- 
sidered the change necessary. St. Marys being incorporated in 
1855, assumed all management of its own municipal afairs. An 
allowance of 234 per cent. was still made to the treasurer, and 
continued to be so till 1870, when it was withdrawn, and an 






























annual salary given instead. 

At this period roads were still in bad condition, although they 
were all chopped out and cleared, excepting a portion on the 
south-west corner, which, from its swampy nature, was several 
ears later in its improvements than those more favoured localities. 
In many sections the corduroy was still uncovered, and served as 
‘@ monument to the ingeouity of our old pioneer in his primitive 
construction of roads under most adverse circumstances, and with 
an utter disregard of comfortable travel, or those consequences 
arising to life and limb in traversing their rough wooden ridges. In 








1859 was constructed the St. Marys and Exeter gravel road, extend- 
ing along what is known as the Base Line from the Mitchell road 
to the western boundary. This road was a great boon to those 
people residing in the western part of Blanshard, enabling them 
to reach a good market in St. Marys with comparative comfort. 
‘These gravel roads were kept up by tolls, levied on all vehicles 
passing through toll gates erected every five miles. About 1865, 
our pathmasters had recourse to a system of gravelling on those 
divisions under their authority, and so rapidly did this work pro- 
ceed that in the course of a few years nearly all the roads in this 
municipality were gravelled. ‘This rendered those highways which 
had been built by joint stock companies unproductive and unprofit- 
able to stock holders. In 1870, therefore, the council bought the 
London and Proof Line Company's stock, removing the toll gates; 
and three years later they became owners of the St. Marys and 
Exeter gravel road, from which the gates were also removed. 
Since that period, excepting two years, no toll gate nuisance has 
existed within this municipality. From its first settlement till 
1900, all roads had been under the authority of pathmasters, and 
were kept in repair by statute labour, During that year, how- 
ever, the council had recourse to a new system of road making, 
and, by a sweeping measure, abolished statute labour altogether. 
This was the greatest innovation made by any council since the 
abolition of the toll gates. Our experience of this new system, 
although short, is satisfactory, and affords a proof of the wisdom 
and progressive character of that council who were sufficiently 
bold to strike down an old established usage, which, in its life 
time, had been productive of much good. We will have occasion, 
however, to refer to this matter in another part of this work. 
Building schools early engaged the attention of our people in 
Blanshard, but at what period of time our first school section was 
formed it would be impossible for me to say. There are no 
records regarding those transactions of our local government 
earlier than 1847, and even those till 1851 are of a meagre de- 
scription. It is also unfortunate that in the archives at Goderich 
there are no records from 1842, during nearly all that period that 
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a district government existed. Our first Council, in 1851, how- 
ever, passed a motion adopting certain by-laws then in force, 
“and the said by-laws remain in full force and virtue until re 
pealed.” By Law No. 8 of this code relates to a division of the 
municipality into school sections. This township, therefore, must 
have been divided for school purposes prior to municipal o 

tion in 1850, Subsequent to this period, that conflict over exist= 
ing boundaries, and those changes constantly being made in 
forming new sections, soon began, and which continued to rage 
with more of less fury for a period of thirty years. It is but fair 
to say, however, that this war did not arise from selfishness in 
those affected, nor from a contravention of existing rights. Ine 
deed, it arose from an opposite principle, and was the natural 
outcome of a spirit of equality and an assertion in its widest sense 
of that primary principle underlying the School Act. In forming 
original sections, regard was had only to a settlement, as it then 
existed, and not to any future extension or other circumstance 
that might affect it, When a new section was formed, a school 
building was erected in as central a portion as possible, that all 
could derive an equal advantage as to distance. Time brought 
new settlers, whose location naturally implied connection with a 
school. By accepting these new comers, existing boundaries were 
extended ina manner that may have placed the school building 
already erected altogether to one side, rendering those arrange- 
ments of a few years before no longer equitable, It was not for a 
ong period of years that an abatement of school-section legisla- 
tion took place, and a termination reached suitable to nearly all 




















parties, 

In 1853, schools having been established, the council turned its 
attention fo a further extension of our educational facilities through 
a township library. On November asth of that year, Mr. Miller 
and Mr. Cathcart introduced a motion granting £50 to establish 
‘a public library, This was carried by a unanimous approval of 
the board, On December 21st the council, feeling. themselves 











unable to grapple with such a momentous question as supplying 
mental pabulum to the people of Blanshard, appointed themselves, 
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a committee of the whole to deal with it, They also associated 
with this committee several gentlemen of literary merit, as an 
advisory board, comprising: Mr. William Woods, Johnston Arm- 
strong, Rev. Mr. Lampman, Dr. Wilson, J. K. Glendining (C.E.), 
J. R. Bennett, Dr. Wood, Dr. Coleman, and clergymen of all 
‘A township librarian was appointed in Mr 
‘Thomas Melntosh, with a salary of £4 per annum, and who had 
to furnish security in £40. Ward librarians were to receive £2 
per annum, and furnish security ia £20 each for a due perform- 
nce of their duties, In Ward No. 1 Mr. Melntosh was also 
‘ward librarian, and received 65 volumes. In No. 1 was also ap- 
pointed Duncan McVannell, who received 57 volumes. This 
division of Ward No. 1 into two districts was rendered necessary 
in order to better accommodate that portion of the municipality 
lying north and south of St. Marys. In Ward No. 2, John R. 
Bennett received 133 volumes. In Ward No. 3, William Sans- 
bum received 136 volumes. In Ward No. 4, Mrs. Cathcart 
ved 137 volumes. In Ward No. 5, David Mericall received 
'37 volumes, making a total of 665 volumes. These apportion- 
ments were exchanged at stated intervals, in order that each rate- 
payer in turn would share the whole. This institution does not 
ppeat to have been successful, although, from many of the books 
ive have seen, selections appeared to have been made with excellent 
judgment 
Prior to 1859, Blanshard had but few churches, and those of a 
not very substantial order. Ta the westera portion there were no 
churches at all, Still no lack of religious observances prevailed 
because of no churches. The old log school house served a 
Alouble purpose of seminary and sanctuary. ‘The shanty ofa settler 
svas always open as a place of worship, and within its rade portal was 
always a place of rest for the minister. All the denominations 
that exist in this township to-day, existed then. Previous to 
1845, Mr. Johuston Armstrong and others organized what is now 
known as Zion Congregation, on the Mitchell road. At Prospect 
Hill, the Anglican Church established @ mission at a very early 
date, This body had also erected a log church in the 6th con., 









































234 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


near Woodham. In 1860, however, this old log building was no 
longer used for public worship, and a new church was erected at 
Kirkton, on the boundary between Usborne and Blanshard. In 
1900 this building was removed, and a brick edifice erected, 
which, over and above its utility, is very ornamental. Previous 


to 1859, « Presbyterian mission had been established at what 
now Anderson P.O., by Mr. Alexander Wood, but this did not 
long survive Mr. Wood's removal from Blanshard, when it was 
discontinued, a portion of its members joining Motherwell church, 
and another portion annexing themselves with Usborne, erected a 
stone building in 1861, which still stands, and is known as Kirk- 
ton Presbyterian church. About the same time was erected 
the Methodists in Kirkton a small brick building, which was 
removed some years ago, giving place to the largest, house of 
worship in Blanshard. At this period there seemed to be a mania 
with regard to building churches, and the people of Blanshard 
must have contributed to nearly a score of such structures. 
Subsequent to the union of those branches of which the Metho- 
dist Church was then composed, many of these old buildings 
Larger congregations were made 
up of those former disjointed elements, when more commodious 
structures were erected. The first move was made at Kirkton, 
followed by Melntyre's, on the 8th concession; Woodham, Zion, 
Anderson, Cooper's, on the base line; Salem, on the 4th concession, 

\d the Methodist church at Prospect Hill. All these churches, 
with the exception of Cooper's and Prospect, are substantial brick 
buildings. ‘The Presbyterians have no churches in Blanshard, 
Charch of England only one. The Methodists, it may be said, 
possess all church propert 

In a municipality possessing so many natural advantages, one 
would suppose that ms 
ders, Such is not the case. St. Marys seems to have absorbed the 
trade of nearly the entire country. All leading roads converging 
near or in the town, together with the railway, give St. Marys a 
predominance which has effectually barred all other trading 
centres for several miles in every direction. Of those few villages, 











were found to be unnecessary 
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cor “corners,” which have sprung up, Kirkton is the most import 
ant. This pretty hamlet is located ten miles west of St. Marys, 
and is partly in Blanshard and partly in Usborne. Its first build. 
ing was of logs, and was a general store kept by Timothy Eaton, 
now of Toronto. On the corner of lot 8 W. B. concession of 
Blanshard, a small brick cottage was erected in 1857, afterwards 
occupied as a general store. South and southwest still waved old 
primitive forest trees. Kirkton, for several years, made slow 
progress, being retarded, strange to say, by a certain proprietor 
refusing to sell lands for building. A survey was made by 
Alexander Kirk of lot No. 8, and lot No. 9 having changed hands in 
the meantime, a survey was also made. On these two lots is built 
the principal part of Kirkton, being regularly laid out into streets 
Since those necessary improvements towatd settlement, progress 
thas. been made until its present population is now about 200. 
Kirkton was named in honor of the Kirk family, who were pioneers 
in this section of Blanshard. ‘Three brothers, Alexander, Lewis 
and James, located on the lands where Kirkton is now built, 
Streets in the village are now provided with sidewalks and 
adorned with shade trees, from whose foliage peep several 
residences that would do honor to more pretentious places 

Woodham, next in importance, is situated one mile and a 
quarter south of Kirkton, on the same concession line. This 
place was founded in 1859 by an English gentleman named 
Walker Unwin, who built a general store in the spring of that 
year. During’next summer a hotel and grist mill were erected. 
This new centre was known as the “Corners” for several years, 
tuntil a post office was opened by Mr. Unwin, when it was named 
Woodham, There is now located here a grist mill, saw mill 
Pump factory, two general stores, with several small industries 
Its population is about 150. 

Blanshard has only another village, known as Prospect Hill, 
and situated on the boundary line of Biddulph. This hamlet is 
wholly in Blanshard, but has not made much progress for many 
years, although surrounded by a splendid agricultural countey 


Is situation is most desirable, occupying as it does what is, pe 
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haps, the highest elevation in Blanshard. From this point an 
excellent and very extended view may be obtained over a large 
section of country of surpassing richness and beauty. The first 
post office west of St. Marys was established near this place by Mr. 
John Bell, Long before Kirkton or Woodham were in existence 
this was a place of importance, and contained two hotels. Rail- 
way construction through Granton diverted its trade into other 
channels, It now contains a general store, blacksmith’s shop, 
and one house of public entertainment (unlicensed) to accom- 
modate the travelling public. 

Blanshard, although rapidly settled and improved, contained no 
post office outside of St. Marys till 1853, when Fish Creek was 
opened. That large and magnificent extent of fertile country 
lying between St. Marys and Exeter, a distance of twenty miles, 
had no mail accommodation till 1856, when Mr. Timothy Eaton 
opened an office at Kirkton. In cases of sickness or accident, 
medical assistance could not be procured nearer than St. Marys or 
Exeter, When we consider, also, that there were no horses for 
years subsequent to settlement, a journey to either place having to 
be made on foot, the condition of any one requiring medical aid 
was deplorable indeed. In 1868 Dr. Stubbs, a young graduate, 
located in Kirkton, and at once found a large practice. Kirkton’s 
first doctor was a most amiable man, and at his death, a few 
subsequent to his locating, was succeeded by Dr. T. V. Hutchi 
son, now medical health officer in London, and he again by Dr. 
William Irving, a most kind hearted and good man. Dr. Fergu= 
son, at present in Kirkton, has an extensive practice, and is also 
medical health officer of the township. In this village, a few years 
‘ary surgeon, who enjoys an 











ago, located Dr. W. R. Carr, vete 
extensive and lucrative practice. 


























CHAPTER XV. 


‘The township of Hibbert was named in honor of William Hib- 
bert, Esq., a director of the Canada Company. Its soil is of good 
quality, road-building material is plentiful in every section. ‘There 
is excellent drainage, and facilities for transportation are con- 
venient to all. The first concession was surveyed in 1829, con- 
cessions 2 and 3 in 1832, and in 1835 a survey of the whole was 
completed by John McDonald. Excepting South Easthope and 
Fullarton, Hibbert ranks smallest in Perth County, containing 
about 42,300 acres. This is all, or nearly all, available for agricul- 
ture, Its topographical aspect is undulating, and in some sections 
hills rise to a considerable height. In its northwest corner is a 
section of level country, a portion of which at one time was con- 
sidered swampy. Northeast it is undulating, while passing 
through between Staffa and Cromarty a range of hills rise to quite 
an altitude. Cultivation is carried on with skill, and has been 
remunerative, a system of mixed farming having been adopted, 
The Scotch element predominate in several sections, who carry 
out their predilections for stock raising in a marked degree. 
Their success in this department has encouraged others to adopt 
their system, which is now carried on throughout. About 1867, 
when co-operative dairying was introduced into Ontario, a cheese 
factory was established by Mr. George Hamilton, of Cromarty. 

This was not a success, and not encouraging for further develop- 
ment. Since creameries were introduced, a factory was estab- 
lished at Staffa, which, unfortunately, was destroyed by fire, and, 
so far, has not been rebuilt. Dairying, therefore, in this town- 
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ship has had very little influence in making wealth, and those 
agencies which have produced such marked results must be 
looked for in other departments of farm husbandry. Wherever 
fa soil obtains of the description found in Hibbert we believe 
that a system of mixed husbandry will be found the most 
productive of material prosperity. Specialism in agriculture is 
never desirable where soil is of such a character as to admit of 
mixed farming. Transportation is always an important question, 
with farmers, and lies next to production; in fact, it may be 
considered a part of it. Whatever can be saved in cost of 
transporting goods from one point to another lowers that of 
production, and profits arising from farm operations are enhanced 
in a corresponding degree. The B. & L. H. Ry. has created 
markets at Dublin, Seaforth and Mitchell, all convenient for 
delivering farm products. Within easy distance on its west side 
is the L., H. & B. Ry., affording excellent market facilities to the 
southwest portions. These railroads, all easy of access, have 
contributed largely in developing this township. The centre 
gravel road, leading through Cromarty, Staffa, and north to 
Dublin, is a most important highway, and was opened at an early 
day. In 1854 this road received a small grant from the county 
road improvement fund, and was supplemented by further grants 
later on, The improvement followed the pioneer in Hibbert more 
rapidly than in some municipalities having priority of settlement. 
A wealth of road material, distributed over so wide an area, was 
‘4 great boon in road construction, rendering development in 

















highways easy and rapid. 

Settlement in this township did not take place to any extent for a 
number of years after a survey was made. This did not arise from 
natural disadvantages in soil, but to one of those circumstances 
which accelerate or retard settlement in new countries. Pioneers, 
on their onward march, are not unlike grasshoppers in movement, 
each one, as he comes onward, passes those already located, who 
have immediately preceded him. In this manner settlements were 
planted along the Huron road (at long intervals in some places) to 
Goderich, At this point it was more rapid than further east, 
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nearer civilization, simply because Lake Huron formed a barrier 
beyond, which they could not pass. A road had also been opened 
from London to Goderich, through Exeter, Brucefield and Clinton, 
Settlers thus came from the south into Tuckersmith, from the east 
along the Huron road into Downie, Fullarton and Blanshard. 
Hibbert, therefore, being east of Tuckersmith, and far west on 
the Huron road, was comparatively isolated, and not settled till 
these municipalities were all taken up. 

‘Mr, Robert Donkin was probably the first settler in Hibbert. He 
erected a log tavern on lot 16, first concession, Between 
Mitchell and this point was level land, having no streams. | Car- 
ronbrook was the first watercourse from Mitchell westward, and 
on that account would be at once selected as a place for settle- 
ment. A short distance west is Irishtown, or St. Columban, 
founded by Father Schneider, which formed the first real settlement 
in Hibbert. Ten years subsequent to this period, in 1842, the 
total assessment was only £314, or $1,256. This sum was 
assessed, as ratepayers, to: Thomas Fox, £54; Michael 
Guppin, £33; Daniel Kennan and Peter McCann, who had, so 
far, no improvements ; Miles McCann, £67; Hugh’ McLaughlin, 
30; John Boriltion, £20; James Mollineaux, £20; Edward 
Downie, £26, and Arthur McCann, £64. These were all settled 
near St. Columban. In 1844 it contained 321 inhabitants, and in 
1845, 789 acres were under cultivation, In 1850 its population 
had increased to 695, and 1,808 acres were under cultivation, pro- 
ducing, in 1849, 7,000 bush. wheat, 5,900 bush. oats, 2,000 bush, 
eas, 5,300 bush. potatoes, 9,600 Ibs. maple sugar, 1, 

Wool, and 2,300 Ibs. butter. 

In 1841 Hibbert and McKillop were set apart as one municipal 
district, A meeting was called under a warrant signed by Daniel 
Lizars and Henry Hindman, Justices of the Peace, and held on 
January 4th, at John Cameron’s house. Adolphus Meyers was 
slected chairman ; John Govenlock, clerk ; James Young, assessor; 
Dennis Downie, collector; William Lee and James Cluff, pound 
keepers. Three overseers of highways were appointed—Alexander 
Cameron, Robert Watt, and Adolphus Meyers. Rules and by- 
laws were also passed. 
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Progress hitherto had been slow, and fifteen years subsequent 
to the survey of 1829, apart from a few settlers near Irishtown, 
there were few people in Hibbert. Robert Donkin, who after~ 
wards became prominent in municipal affairs, located prior to 
1840; Thomas Fox, Thomas MeGoey, David Oughton, and 
William Maughan were early settlers. In 1848 a few people had 
located near Spring Hill, as Staffa was formerly called. Thomas 
Shillinglaw, Charles Tuffin, John Drake, William Worden, Richard 
Hotham, and Daniel Weese were old pioneers. In other sections 
were Martin Feeney, James Norris, Arthur Colquhoun, John 
Miller, Daniel Wood and Charles Fox. Subsequent to 1851 set 
tlement became rapid, and Concessions 10, 11, 12, and 13 were 
located, and so great an influx had now taken place that in 1 
this township may be said to have been all settled. 

Pioneers in this municipality were nearly all of British origin, 
In the northwest, Irish ; southwest, Scotch and English ; south- 
‘east, nearly all Scotch ; northeast, a mixed population of British 
and German, Like all new sections, early settlers in Hibbert 
‘experienced all the hardships and difficulties inseparable from 
poverty in a new country. In early days, obtaining flour for 
family use was a problem too diffcult to solve. Many an old 
settler has plodded for miles, through a trackless forest, with a 
quantity of flour on his back to reli 
his famishing children, No doubt, in looking back over these 
trials, everyone thinks his own individual difficulties were 
unequalled by all others. Wherever there is poverty there 
must be hardship. Where hopeless poverty exists, distress is 
greater stil. It was a glorious feature in pioneer life that there 
was always hope. A repast of cow cabbage and turnips was more 
nourishing when eaten with hope. Almost superhuman efforts 
were made by pioneers to obtain food for those under his roof, for 
fas Burns has well said : 

















the pressing necessities of 





‘Thae moving things «2 wife and weans 
Wad move the very heat o'stanes 

Manufacturing potash and black salts afforded some relief, and 

was the only commodity for which money could be obtained, 
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and usually sold for about $25 per barrel. Those settlers who 
located around Cromarty, comprising the families of Hogarth, 
Moon, Taylor, Ferguson, MeLarens (Duncan and Alexander), 
Butler, Chapel, White, and George Hamilton, had great hard- 
ships to contend with. "Although the Gardners. were further back 
Stil, their location was preferable, being in closer proximity to the 
‘Thames road, which had been opened in 1844. At Francistown 
mills had been erected at an early day, affording conveniences to 
this section unattainable elsewhere. 

‘Since 1857, when settlement was completed, Hibbert has become 
wealthy municipality, A fertile sol skilfully cultivated, combined 
With thrift and industry, and excellent transportation facilites, has 
given an impetus to prosperity not excelled in Perth County. 
Dublin, a station on the B. & L. H. Ry., is an important commer- 
cial shipping point. This village, formerly known as Carronbrook, 
twas founded about 1849, when U. C. Lee opened a stare on the 
farm now occupied by Mr. John Carpenter. A small stream enters 
the village at its northera limit, passing southward, and was 
named ‘‘Carronbrook,” by which the place was known till 1878. 
[At this period it seems to have reached the summit of its glory 
‘A. number of years prior to this time, Mr. Joseph Kidd, a most 
enterprising man, had located, and through a successful prosecu- 
tion of his commercial schemes, added greatly to its growth. 
Salt was discovered at Seaforth, five miles west, which, through 
Mr. Kidd's agency, soon became a factor” in developing 
Carronbrook. This product was brought in conduit pipes from 
Seaforth: Salt blocks were erected, giving employment to a 
large number of workmen, He also built a sawmill, and on main 
street a block of brick stores, which would have been a credit to 
larger places. Application was now made, in 1878, to be created 
police village. ‘The day set apart to change its municipal life 
and its name was a great day. A pageant was arranged such as 

never been seen in this section of Perth County. At dawn was 
firing of guns and a great flourish of trumpets, proclaiming the 
event. A queen of youth and beauty was ‘chosen in Miss 
McConnell, who, seated on a triumphal car, drawn by beautiful 
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caparisoned horses, proceeded along main street. In advance was 
agarter king-at-arms, with a drawn sword, followed by trumpeters, 
pursuivants and heralds, in gorgeous apparel. At a certain point 
the trumpets sounded, the men-at-arms drawing their swords, as 
the heralds proclaimed the advent of a new Dublin, that in 
material features would some day rank above its namesake lying 
under the shadow of the Hill-o'-Houth. 

The trumpets again sounded, and the great men, the elders 
jong the people, came forth in their robes, and presented with 
all due respect to the queen of love and beauty the keys of the 
city, which she as graciously returned. This ceremony being 
concluded, the trumpets again sounded, and the pageant moved 
forward. On this day Dublin reached the zenith of her glory, and 
her future greatness as far as human foresight can go seems as 
if it were laid in the grave with the mortal remains of that young 
innocent girl who played so conspicuous a part in this pageant. 
Failure of Me. Kidd’s schemes proved disastrous to its comme! 
progress, from which it cannot scarcely be said to have recovered. 
Dublin contains on its main street a few reminders of its former 
greatness in those brick blocks which were erected to facilitate its 
trade, At present there are several excellent stores, two hotels, 
one of which is in Hibbert, spacious public halls, comfortable 
private residences, telegraph and express offices, with all those 
smaller industries usually found in a country village. It is sur 
rounded by a fine agricultural country, and will always be a large 
shipping point for surplus farm produce, Its present population 
is under 300, with one resident medical doctor (Dr. Michel). A 
magnificent church, erected in 1900, will be noticed further on 
On July 1st, 1878, therefore, Carronbrook became a police village, 
named Dublin, and elected as her first trustees Joseph Kidd, 
‘Thomas King, and Alexander Ross, the first named, Joseph Kidd, 
being chosen as inspecting trustee. 

Springhill, or Staffa, the name by which it is now known, is 
situate on the centre road five miles south of Dublin, and was 
founded in 1854. In 1855 a grist mill was erected, which, for 























some reason, was not operated for several years. During 1856 @ 
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store was opened by Mr. Hill, of Mitchell, as a branch of his main 
establishment. This was placed in charge of Mr. Dunn, who was 
clerk and manager. A few years later a saw mill was also put in 
operation. In 1859 was opened a hotel, although refreshments 
for man and beast were obtainable almost since the advent of the 
first adventurer in a log shanty which had been erected in pioneer 
days on Main street. In 1856, Mr. John Butler built a black 
smith's shop, which was soon followed by that of several small 
industries, whose products were in demand by the settlers. When 
Hibbert was set apart as a separate municipality, Staffa was 
chosen as its capital, and a hall erected at a cost of $700, for the 
accommodation of the municipal government. Staffa at present 
contains a good hotel, two stores, churches, grist mill, saw mill, 
a number of neat private residences, and has a daily mail from 
Dublin. 

Cromarty, one mile and a quarter south of Staffa, was founded 
in 1853, by John McLaren, who built a log building, used for a 
dwelling and general store. A year or two subsequently to this, 
place being opened, Mr. Joseph Reading erected another store, 
and a hotel was built in 1855. ‘These commercial ventures were 
followed by a blacksmith’s shop, carriage factory, and a planing 
mill, This hotel was closed some years ago, although an excel- 
lent house of public entertainment is still maintained for the 
travelling public, no liquors being sold. At present this little 
hamlet comprises two good stores, blacksmith’s shop, several neat 
private residences, having a daily mail from Dublin. This village 
was named by John Ferguson, in honour of Cromarty, in Scotland, 
birth place of Hugh Miller. 

With an influx of settlers, religious services became a necessity. 
It is characteristic of pioneer life, equally with those hardships 
and inconveniences inseparable from it, that wherever a few people 
located, some old backwoods preacher soon found his way there. 
A pioneer minister was like a pioneer bushman to some extent in 
his life and character, He was energetic and brave. He disre- 
garded toil and hardship in performing his duty. He travelled 
through trackless forests to fill engagements and break the bread 
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of life to a few hardy ones who wandered far in search of a home, 
His visits were made on foot. There were no roads. Streams 
were crossed on fallen trees. His resting place at night was a 
pioneer's shanty. ‘Through its walls and trough-covered roof an 
‘opportunity was afforded for making astronomical observations of 
heaven's numberless stars. His fare was such as could be pro- 
cured in a new settlement. His appetite was like that of a back- 
woods man, however, robust and healthy, apparently ready for 
action at all times, night or day. If the euisine did not embrace 
a wide range, still there was a healthful bill of fare. A clever 
appetite is not usually sensitive in its gratification, and in a range 
of dishes from cow cabbage to beachnut pork, nothing was 
unacceptable to the pioneer preacher after a journey of ten or 
fifteen miles through the woods. 

‘The first denomination to hold service in that section near 
Cromarty was the Presbyterian. From Mr. Donald Park, who is, 
in possession of the Congregational records at Roy’s and Cromarty 
we are able to mark the progress made during a period of fifty 
years. In 1849 a brother of Mr. Park had settled on concessions 
to and 11, himself arriving in 1850. At this period a number of 
Scotch Presbyterians had settled in Fullarton, and were followed 
by many of their countrymen, extending their locations away up 
into Hibbert. ‘The Huron Tract at this period was under the 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of London Presbytery. This body sent 
the Rev. Mr. Fraser to visit this new section, Early in 1851 
meeting was called at Mr. William Roy's house to consider the 
advisability of erecting a church. Only five settlers had then 
located on the eleventh concession, Mr. Andrew Morgan being on 
ng it was decided to accept half an acre 














lot No. 1, At this me 
from Mr. Roy, whereon to erect a church, and as a place of inter- 
ment. This is a very beautiful site, and is called Roy's church to 
this day. [may be pardoned here for introducing a melancholy 
episode which occurred on the day of this meeting, as indicating 





those trials and dangers inseparable from backwoods life. Mr. 
Park says: “On the day of the meeting, Mr. 
his son were chopping in th 


exander Clark and 
woods, when a tree fell, killing the 
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young man. As Mr. Gilbert McIntyre was returning from the 
meeting, he assisted in removing the body to the little rude shanty 
in the forest. After two days he was buried, being first to be laid 
in that quiet resting place at Roy's churchyard 

Meantime an organization meeting was held at Alexander Patk’s 
house, and Communion dispensed. On this occasion a membership 
of sixteen were present: Alex. Park, Mrs. Roy, John Hamilton, 
Agnes Donald, Duncan Stewart, Alexander Clatk, John Barr, 
Jane McVey, Mary Park, James Russell, Robert Christie, George 
Hamilton, Andrew Morgan, James Christie, Elizabeth Hamilton, 
and Agnes Christie, In 1851 a log church was constructed, 
where services were held until the present stone building was 
erected in 1872, at a cost of $3,000. During those three years 
between 1849 and 1852 a large number of settlers located near 
Cromarty, when it was resolved to erect another church in that 
village. A meeting was therefore called, and it was decided to 
Proceed on lot eleven, eleventh concession, one-half acre being 
presented fo the congregation by Mr. Francis Hamilton for a site 
and burying ground, which was accepted and a church built. 
On March 3d, 1853, Rev. Mr. Proudfoot, of London Presbytery, 
‘met the people in Mr. Park’s house, organizing them into a con- 
gregation. In November, 1853, Rev. Dr. Caven, now of Knox 
College, Toronto, was appointed to moderate in a call in favor 
of Rev. Mr. Barr. This charge at that period was composed of 
Kirkton, Flatcreek, Roy's, and Cromarty, and the stipend pro- 
‘mised was £65 per annum. This call was declined by Mr. Barr 
0 wonder. In 1854, London Presbytery met in Goderich, when 
call was presented to Rev. Mr. Carruthers, The records do 
not say whether the stipend had been brought under the law of 
augmentations in the meantime, but it appears this call was not 
very successful. The first stationed minister in these four con- 
gregations was Rev. John Fotheringham, who remained in charge 
tuntil their separation, when Roy's and Cromarty were set apart 
uunder Rev. Mr. Scott, who was pastor for over thirty years. In 
1853, Cromarty congregation erected a new stone church at a cost 
°f $3,000. On Mr. Scott’s retirement, in 1900, he was succeeded 
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by Rev. Robert A. Cranston, present incumbent, The member- 
ship of these congregations, at present, is 230, with Sabbath 
Schools under the minister's charge of r00 pupils. 

‘At what time the Methodist Church was organized in this town- 
ship it would be impossible to say. In the neighborhood of Stafta, 
services were held by Rev. Mr. Stephens, in the house of George 
Weese, at an early day. In this work was associated with hirm 
Rey. Mr. Tapp. _ In 1856 the first Methodist church probably in 
Hibbert was erected in Staffa under Rev. A. A. Smith, This was 
wort of feame building, the contractor being William Hill, of 
Mitchell, In new settlements, the rule was to hold services in a 
Schoothouse, but i this case school was kept in a church. This 
old building has long since been superseded in its ecclesiastical 
tises by a comfortable brick church, and educational work is now 
Carried on in a commodious brick schoolhouse, In Staff, the 
liberality ofthis connection has made provision for its minister by 
ing a parsonage at a cost of over $2,000. Rev. John Hen- 
dlorsom present pastor, reports a membership at Staffa of 115 
Souls. Th connection with the Stasla congregation is a Sabbath 
School, with an average attendance of nearly 6o pupils. This de- 
partment of the work is under the superintendence of Mr. Hugh 
Kennedy. 

Grace Church, Staffa, was organized by Rev. Me. Bridgman, 
and at a somewhat later period than several other denominations 
in Hibbert. Its principal promoters were Me. Robert Livingston, 
Anthony Allan, James Allan, John Richardson, and_ William 
Worden, Sevvices were held for some time in’ the Township 
Hall, when a new church was erected in 1887, at a cost of about 
$1,000. Membership inthis congregation has not greatly inereasd 
since its organization, many having removed. A good Sabbath 
School is maintained, with an attendance of about 80 pupils, Mr. 
Henry Templeton, superintendent, Present incumbent is Rev. 
W. J. Docherty, of Hensal 

Rethel Methodist Church, lt 6, con. 4, was first organized by 
Rev. Me. Hurlbert, a church being erected in 1853. Its pro- 
moters were Alexander and John Linton, Jas. Watson, Wiliam 
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Fawcett, and John White, in whose barn and in the people's 
houses services were first held, Twenty members composed the 
first roll, which is now increased to forty, with Rev. M. J. Hende 
son as present minister. A Sabbath school is also conducted by 
Mr. William White, having an attendance of 4o pupils. 

Salem Methodist Church, on lot 10, con. 6, was organized by 
Dr. Aylsworth, of Mitchell. Previous to erecting a church, in 
1863, services were held in the schoolhouse. This congregation 
was promoted by Thomas Paff, John Dunkin, David and William 
Hutchinson, Henry Pinder, and John Young. A total member- 
ship of 20 at its inception has now increased to 40. ‘There is a 
Sabbath school also, conducted by Mr. George Small, having an 
attendance of 35 pupils. 

The English Church at Dublin was organized in 1866 by Rev. 
Mr. Caulfield. During the autumn of that year, and in the spring 
of 1867, a church was erected at a cost of $1,100. The first pro- 
‘moters in this congregation were James Green and Robert Donkin, 
A few members only attended this congregation at its inception, 
now increased to 50. A Sabbath school has been conducted here 
ince the church was opened in July, 1867, first under Thomas 
Green, and now has an attendance of 30 pupils. 

In this township, at Dublin, has been erected in 1900 the finest 
church edifice in Hibbert, and compares favourably with any 
ecclesiastical building in Perth County. This congregation was 
formerly @ part of that at St. Columban, a number of whose 
members resided near Dublin. In 1899 steps were taken by the 
Catholies in this section to erect a new building more convenient 
for themselves. This movement resulted in a splendid brick 
edifice, costing $20,000. The length is 145 feet, by 
width, with a tower rising to 115 feet. Rev. 
pastor, under whose charge are 140 families 

Zion Methodist Church, on the Huron road, was first established 
ip 1869, when a building was constructed. This was again 
replaced by another church in 1889, The principal promoters of 
this congregation were J. Jefferson, E, Annis, J. Hoskin, G, 
Mordil, J. Aiken, J. Britton, and Wm. Bushfield. This is still a 
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good rural congregation, and is at present under the pastorate of 
Rev. Mr. Henderson, 

In this township municipal records are of a meagre description 
up to 1857. This was unfortunate, as history was made rapidly 
in early days. ‘Those questions of schools, public libraties, roads, 
liquor by-laws, with other manifestations of progress, are all 
characteristic of early history. When it is found, therefore, that 
records of a period so pregant with change are wanting, it 
detracts from historical interest. As to who first occupied seats 
at a council board in Hibbert I am unable to say. Mr. Robert 
Donkin was first district councillor, subsequent to separation from 
McKillop, occupying that position till our present 
introduced in 1850, He then became first reeve, and John A 
livan, first clerk. In 1851, Thomas McGoey was elected reeve, 
being returned again in 1852. In 1853, Mr. Alexander McLaren 
was reeve, and for many years at a subsequent period was a 
prominent and respected public servant in Hibbert. In 1854 we 
have a record of municipal officers, but for this year only, when 
we find James Black, James Farr, Robert Donkin, Thomas 
McGoey, and Alexander McLaren were elected. Mr. Donkin was 
chosen reve; John A. Sullivan, clerk; David Oughton, assessor} 
James Murphy, collector; John Hogarth and George Miller, audit 
‘ors. Acommittee appointed on salaries reported allowances to 
each : Clerk, Sto; assessor, L11; collector, £9} councillors, 
each, per diem, 5/34 auctioneer’s license, 16/8, with a fee of 2/6 to 
the clerk. A license for # hotel was granted upon payment of 
(Sa 115., 8d., with a further sum of 2/6 to the officer by whom it 
{was issued ; an additional 10] was also paid for inspection. What- 
ever conditions may have been observed in our old taverns, there 
twas certainly no lack of inspectors, one being appointed for each 
electoral division. This position apparently was a sinecure rather 
than a place of emolument, compensation being only £1, 10s. per 
Such responsibilities as those imposed on inspectors 




























were not unpleasant, For instance, sampling the contents of a 
tempting array of decanters behind the bar was not an unpleasant 
duty. Where a variety of stimulating fluids were kept in stock, 








‘a completion of inspection was often reached with the officer in a 
hilarious condition. Mr. Edward Downie was appointed issuer 
of licenses, with Mr. Robert Bell, William Harburn, Edward 
Pursell, and Arthur McCann, inspectors. 

In 1862, Mr. Carroll’s election as reeve was protested by his 
opponent, the only case of an election protest I have been able to 
discover in rural municipality. ‘The cause of protest is not set 
forward by complainant. In a second appeal to the people, Mr. 
Carroll was again returned. It seems rather strange that the 
costs of this proceeding, amounting to $90, were paid by the town- 
ship. Hibbert has signalized herself to a great degree by a liberal 
and philanthropic spirit in her grants made from time to tim 
aid of those in distress. In 1862 a mass meeting was held for 
granting aid to the Lancashire operatives in England, which was 
well supported. During this year a subscription was opened to 
assist in raising a monument to the Prince Consort, which was 
not supported at all. A liberal grant to the relief fund in Ireland 
was given in 1863. In 1868 @ goodly sum was also voted as 
relief to the Red River Settlement, now the wealthy and populous 
Province of Manitoba, There is a discrimination in making these 
grants highly creditable to the people, in their fine appreciation of 
a dividing line between charity and humbug. 

As late as 1876 five hotels were licensed, one in Cromarty, one 
in Staffa and three in Dublin, These are now reduced to two, 
one in Staffa and one in Dublin. Modern hotels are now very 
different from those of fifty years ago. Whatever we may think 
of accommodations afforded now, which are really good, the old 
log tavern of half a century ago was, in many instances, the most 
wretched spot on earth. 

The minutes of a meeting held on October 12, 1891, were the 
last to be signed by Alexander McLaren, who may be called the 
“Grand Old Man” of Hibbert. ‘There is nothing in that signature 
to indicate approaching dissolution. His hand appears to have 
hhad all its old-time steadiness. The strings of a highly nervous 
temperament, which were always keyed to their utmost tension, 
seemed to part at once, and in a few weeks he laid down his cross 
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and passed beyond the bourne, A motion of condolence by Mr. 
‘Thomas Ryan, who had been in the meantime elected reeve, closed 
the scene on Mr. Alexander McLaren, 

Population in this township has not increased during the last 
twenty-five years, the number in 1go2 being 2,000, and its 
total assessment for that year being $1,606,850. The amount 
collected by taxation for schools and other disbursements was 
about $7,000, Buildings which have been erected in Hibbert 
for educational purposes are equal to those in other rural 
municipalities, and the teachers employed in them are doing good 
work, Of the seven school districts, into which the township is 
divided, there are three union public schools. There is also one 
separate and three union separate schools. With the exception 
of two localities, where drain tile is made, there are no manufac 
‘turing industries in this munieipality. 

Before leaving this part of our municipal history, I may be per 
mitted to subjoin a fac simile copy of an award of the fence 
viewers, as an excellent representation of a public document 
disposing of important interests in the olden time. Those of our 
public municipal men who are accustomed to receive impressive 
Jaborate awards made by engineers under the Drainage 
and Watercourses' Act of the present, will be struck by the 
Simplicity and finely condensed judgment of the pioneer fence 

















“hibbert, Oct. 6 
“Award of fence viewers 

“on dispute of thomas fell and William salary lot 25 in the 8th 

and oth concessions of hibbert in regards of deepening ditch on 

the said lot, they award that the extent south 8 rods commence 

south and dig on a level to the fence on the concession at his own 

place. 





“Signed 
This award is signed by three excellent and responsible citizens 
‘of the township, one of whom is still a prominent man in a certain 
department of farm industry 
Officers from 1858, previous records being incomplete, all 
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information I have been able to obtain under this part of the work 
has already been stated 

Reeves. —1838, Finlay McCormick ; 1859-60, William Bell ; 
1861, Robert Donkin ; 1862-4, John Carroll ; 1865-7, F. Mc. 
Cormick ; 1868-73, Thomas King ; 1874-80, Robert Gardner ; 
1881-92, Alexander McLaren ; 1892-96, Thomas Ryan ; 1897-8, 
Peter Campbell ; 1899-1900, Robert Hoggarth ; 1901-2, W. W. 
Sadler. 

Deputy-Reeves.—First deputy, 1862-4, John Gardner ; 1865, 
Thos. King ; 1866, Jas. Atkinson ; 1867, Wm. Givins ; 186873, 
Robt. Gardner ; 1874-5, John McConnell ; 1876, Jas. Hopwood ; 
1877-8, Jas. Harburn ; 1879-83, John Burns ; 1884-92, T. Ryan ; 
1893-6, P. Campbell ; 1897-8, Wm. Feeney. 

Councillors. —1858, Jas. McKenzie, Jas, Friel, George Kidd, 
Maurice Carroll ; 1859-60, Robert Donkin, J. Friel, Jas. Atkinson, 
Joha Gardner; 1861, Wm. Bell, J. Friel, J. Atkinson, J. Gardner: 
1862, W. Bell, J. Friel, J. Atkinson ; 1863-, W. Bell, J. Atkin. 
son, Mathew Deans ; 1865, Geo. Miller, J. Atkinson, J. Gardner} 
1866, G. Miller, J. Friel, R. Gardner ; 1867, Michael MeAlier, R. 
Gardner, Hugh Currie ; 1868, Wm. Givins, Wm, Worden, Chas. 
Brooks; 1869, W. Givins, W. Worden, Francis Oliver; 1870-1 
W. Givins, F. Oliver, Jas, Harburn; 1872, F. Oliver, John M 
Connell, Jas. Harburn; 1873, Jas. Harburn, Thos. Pullman, John 
McConnell ; 1874-5, Edward Molyneaux, F. Oliver, Jas. Hop- 
wood; 1876, Jas, Harburn, Peter Campbell, Edward Molyneaux; 
1877-8, Peter Campbell, F. Oliver, John Burns ; 1879, F. Oliver, 
Peter Campbell, John Jefferson ; 1880, F. Oliver, Peter Campbell, 
Andrew Caldwell; 1881, Andrew Caldwell, J. Jefferson, Robert 
Norris; 1882, J. Jefferson, R. Norris, William Oliver; 1883, J. 
Jefferson, Donald McLaughlin, Jas. Barbour; 1884, J. Jefferson, 
D. MeLaughlin, John A. Norris; 1885-6, J. Jefferson, J, 
Norris, Jas. Barbour ; 1887, J. A. Norris, Jas. Barbour, Robert 
Hoggarth; 1888-9, J. A. Norris, Robert Hoggarth, Jas. Barbour; 
8890, J. A. Norris, Jas. Barbour, W. T. Cassidy; 1891, W. T. 
Cassidy, Jas. Barbour, Samuel Harris; 1892, Jas. Barbour, 
Samuel Harris, William Feeney; 1893-3, John A. McLaren, W. 
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Feeney, Mathew Miller ; 1896, W. Feeney, Mathew Miller, Robert 
Hoggarth; 1897, M. Miller, R. Hoggarth, W. W. Sadler; 1808, 
R. Hogarth, W. W. Sadler, Hugh Norris; 1899-1900, Hugh 
Norris, Mathew Miller, Wm. Dalrymple, Thos. Melady; 1901-2, 
‘Wm. Dalrymple, T. Melady, Thos. Mahaffey, John A. McLaren. 

Clerks,—1858-71, Thos, Dunn ; 1872-75, Jos. Reading ; 187 
98, Timothy Carroll, 1899-1902, James Jordan. 

‘Treasurers. —1838-64, Edward Downie; 1865-7, Thos. Dunn; 
1868.93, Alexander Ferguson 1894-1902, James Hamilton, 

“Assessors. —1858, James Hoskins; 1859, Hugh Currie; 1860-1, 
Jas. Hoskin; 1862-70, George Hamilton; 1871-8, John Gardner; 
1879-81, Jas. Hopwood ; 1882, Thos. King; 1883-5, James 
lespie; 1886, James Atkinson; 1887-92, T. G. Hurlburt; 1895, 
William Cassidy ; 1896-9, F. R. Hamilton; 1900, Michael Raleig! 
rgor, T. G. Carlin; 1903, Patrick Feeney 

Collectors. 1838-74, Robert Rooney; 1875-81, Jas. Atkinson; 
1882-7, John Carmichael; 1888-9, William Roberts; 1890-1, John 
Jefferson; 1892-3, Roderick Kennedy; 1894-8, John A. Norris; 
1899-1900, R. G. Hoggarth ; 1901-2, John Stac 

“Auditors. —1858, John Hoggatth, George Miller; 1859, Timothy 
Carroll, Richard Sarvis; 1860-3, T. Carroll, John Hogga 
1864-7, T. Carroll, Jas. Shillinglaw; 1868, T. Carroll, Jas. Atkis 
son; 1869-72, T. Carroll, R. S. Sarvis; 1873, T. Carroll, John 
Turner; 1874, T. Carroll, George Caldwell; 1875, T. Carroll, 
Jas. Harburn; 1876, Jas. Gillespie, Luke King; 1877-9, John 
Carmichael, Luke King; 1880, Jas. Harburn, Luke King; 1881, 
A.C, Jones, Luke King; 1882-8, Dr. McTavish, A. C. Jones} 
1885, Jas. Gillespie, A. S. Case (resigned), A. K. Ferguson (ap- 
pointed); 1890, Jas. Gillespie, A. K. Ferguson; 1891, Jas. Gil- 
lespie, John A. McNaughton; 1892, Jas. Gillespie, T. M. Hamil- 
ton; 1893-7, Jas. Gillespie, F. L. Hamilton; 1898, F. L, Hamilton, 
James Jordan; 1899-1901, F. L. Hamilton, Donald McKellers 
1902, Jno. A. Norris, W. R. Bell. 

























































































CHAPTER XVI. 


South Easthope terminates the eastern limit of that great 
wedge-shaped country known as the “Huron Tract.” In Decem- 


ber, 1829, concession 1 was surveyed by Mr. McDonald. A 
further portion was opened in 1832, Mr. Carroll completing the 
whole in 1833. The soil in this municipality is of excellent quality, 
such as that found in Downie and Blanshard. Like these two 
townships, its surface is undulating rather than rolling or hilly. 
In that portion extending from Shakespeare east and south it is, 
more diversified than west or southwest. In area it is the 
smallest in Perth County. 

Since its first settlement a system of mixed farming has been 
cartied on, most admirably adapted to its soil and its people. 
Dairying, which has been introduced with such marked results 
other townships, has made little progress in South Easthope. A 
cheese and butter factory was opened by Mr. Ballantyne, of Strat- 
ford, several years ago, and, although well patronized, has not 
extended to other sections. Radical changes in farm management, 
have taken place here, as in other districts, greatly to the benefit 
of those engaged in agriculture. At one period wheat and 
potash were the only products having any commercial value. 
These gave a quick return to those engaged in clearing land, 
which was a first consideration of all new settlers. Their few 
stumpy acres yielded nothing else which could be transformed into 
‘money to purchase necessaries or contribute in any way to their 
progress, 

Seventy years have come and gone, however, since Mr. Fry- 
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fogle entered South Easthope, and have brought many changes in 
farm life. Exigencies of commerce, and scientific discoveries in 
its profound exemplification of transportation, have changed old 
plans and methods in successful agriculture toa marked degree. 
Wheat cultivation is no longer a basis on which a farmer can 
build his hopes of future success. Those townships in North 
Perth where natural conditions were not so favorable for wheat 
culture, found in dairying a source of wealth even greater than 
that arising from any system of mixed farming. Evidences of 
progress in South Easthope are everywhere apparent. A high 
state of cultivation is noticeable throughout, fertility in the soil is 
maintained, and, indeed, augmented, affording a good illustration 
of that thrift characteristic of those people through whose agency 
it was largely settled. 

In South Easthope material for constructing good roads is in 
‘many sections not easily obtained, While several leading roads 
fare equal to any in Perth County, on ordinary side roads an 
absence of gravel is apparent. Everthing has been done to over= 
come this difficulty by those having road management in charge. 
Highways are well graded, proper drainage to water tables has 
been secured, to overcome, as far as possible, those defects arising 
from a scarcity of gravel. . In this township transportation in farm 
products is easily accomplished, Railway facilities are in advance 
of any other township in this county. ‘The G. T., the B. & L. H., 
and S, & P, D. railroads all afford conveniences for shipping farm 
produce. Where such excellent facilities exist, therefore, for 
marketing goods, an absence of gravel is not so severely felt as 
When an agriculturist has to transport his overplus for long dis- 
tances in farm waggons. 

‘The settlers in this township, excepting a few, are Germans. 
On the Huron Road, between Shakespeare and Stratford, are 
several English speaking families, mostly Scotch, such as Capling, 
Crerar, Robertson, Bell, Riddell, and McCallum. On the 
boundary line of Downie are Matheson, Hislop, Lupton, Duns- 
more, O'Donnell, Flanigan, and Jackson, Elsewhere nearly all 
are German. 
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Settlement in South Easthope proceeded from east to west, a 
characteristic of the march of backwoodsmen everywhere in South 
Perth. Very little progress was made for a number of years. 
‘The causes which led to a stagnant condition in so splendid a 
country as Ontario at that period could be easily shown, but fall 
within the province of national history rather than a work of this, 
Kind. On Christmas Day, 1829, Sebastian Fryfogle, as first 
settler in this county, located on lot 14, concession 1. The day 
was appropriate, and the man was appropriate, On this day came 
into the world, over 1,800 years ago, one who proclaimed peace 
and goodwill to all men. On this day one came into Perth County 
who broke a great silence that from all eternity was unbroken by 
a note of civilizing voices. This Sebastian was a herald who. 
bore on his own person many of those attributes from which great 
men and great nations are made. He stood alone in that vast 
wilderness, and planted the standard of an advancing civilization 
None saw it unfurled but himself. He could not hear in this 
distant spot that trampling of feet marching onward to his resting 
place. Did he dream, I wonder, of those mighty forces he was 
destined to see, pressing on through this illimitable solitude ? 
Did he think that, from the beginning of all time, it was given to 
him alone to put forth his hand, saying, all things here shall be 
transformed? He was a pilgrim pressing on with his banner, on 
which was inscribed in letters of gold ““ Excelsior.” He was the 
forerunner of a new agency, before which that old spirit of the 
forest would shrink back and flee away, yielding its sway of thou- 
sands of years to a new transformation. We are proud to know 
this Sebastian was a man of strong character, and in this regard 
typical of many an old pioneer. 

To facilitate settlement, the Canada Company had erected 
several huts along this new road to Goderich, where travellers 
might obtain rest and entertainment. To induce an occupation of 
these places a bonus of £40 was offered to any person who would 
‘open and keep house of entertainment for six months in South 
Easthope, as being more adjacent to an old settlement. Further 
west a premium of £50 was offered, and further west still a 
premium of £60 was given. 
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Mr. Fryfogle was born in the Swiss Canton of Berne in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century, and emigrated to America 
in 1806. Settling in Pennsylvania, he remained there for several 
years. He came to Canada in 1827, and resided in Waterloo, 
where he met VanEgmond, who induced him to remove into 
South Easthope. He, therefore, accepted the £40 offered by the 
Canada Co'y, and became first settler in Perth County. We 
quote from a former writer on the subject, who says: “It is not 
necessary to follow his course in detail, as the subsequent history 
of this district was so marked by his participation in the principal 
occurrences which go to compose it, that his name appears in 
almost every connection with it. Suffice it to say, he was a very 
able and enterprising man, highly respected and implicitly trusted 
through life, deeply lamented at his death, which occurred at his 
old home in 1873." Those who followed him into the woods 
honored him with the highest offices in their gift. He was a 
district councillor, reeve of his township, warden of Perth County, 
captain in the militia, and one of our oldest magistrates. ‘The 
whole conduct of this excellent man was honourable to himself 
and useful to the people who had on so many occasions placed 
m in positions of trust. 

‘The second settler in South Easthope was Andrew Riddell, a 
fotchman from Berwickshire. He located on lot 17, a short 
distance further west than Mr. Fryfogle, and also became a prom= 
inent man, Mr. Riddell was followed by Andrew Helmer, and a 
year or two later a number of Scotch from Perthshire settled 
‘along the Huron road in both the Easthopes. John A. McCarthy 
settled in South Easthope in 1852, This gentleman will be 
remembered by many as being for a great number of years chief 
constable in Stratford. The trend of settlement extended slowly 
toward Woodstock, more rapidly west to Stratford, and south- 
ward along the boundary line of Downie towards Zora. In 1842 
the first school section was formed, South Easthope being divided 
into twa school districts by the council in Goderich. The bound- 
aries of these sections will be found in a chapter on public schools. 
In 1842 the families of McTavish, McEwen, McFarlane, with a 
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great many Germans, had located; and previous to 1850 the 
township may have been said to be settled, In 1832 a number of 
German families had located near Mr. Fryfogle, and toward what 
is now Sebastopol, the first congregation of any denomination of 
professing Christians in this county being organized by the 
Lutherans at this point during that year. 

While this township has excellent trading facilities, there are no 
places of importance within its limits. On the boundary lines are 
several points where large populations are centred. On its north- 
west comer is a portion of Stratford, Seven miles south-east is 
Tavistock, Three miles north of the latter point is Shakespeare. 
Sebastopot lies wholly in South Easthope, about one-half mile 
north of Tavistock. This village was founded at an early day by 
Mr. Henry Heyrock, who was its first settler, and built its first 
house. In 1845 Mr. Henry Eckstein came to Sebastopol, also 
remaining in the village. This hamlet was named by its citizens 
uring the Russian War of 1852-5, to commemorate that long and 
never-to-be-forgotten siege by the allied armies of a town of that 
name in the Crimea. It is now a pleasant country village, though 
its greatness has been to some extent overshadowed by Tavistock, 
to which it now forms a suburb. There is a very fine church and 
parsonage here, with several business places, supplying goods to 
a fine agricultural country surrounding it, 

Tavistock is an important village containing a population of 
about 1,000, and has a number of fine stores and large manufac~ 
turing establishments. This place was founded by Mr. Henry 
Eckstein in 1848. Having removed from Sebastopol, where he 
hhad settled in 1845, he erected a house on what is now the triangle 
formed by Hope and Woodstock streets and the G. T. Railroad, 
using it for a store. Mr, Eckstein named his new village Frieburg, 
in honour of his birthplace in Germany. During the Crimean War 
the citizens of Freiburg were so interested in that struggle on the 
terrible field of Inkerman, that it was renamed in honour of that 
place. Under this historical appellation, it continued to flourish 
until the B. & L. H.R, was built and a post office opened in 
1857. At this period its name was again changed, to Tavistock, 
in honor of a town of that name in England, 
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In 1850, Mr. Eckstein erected a brick hotel on a site opposi 
his former building, which has since been rebuilt, and is one of 
several excellent hotels in this village. Where this building now 
stands was a great bog, and it was not till large quantities of solid 
material was swallowed up ia quick sand that a foundation of 
timbers could be laid in order to support the present fine structure. 
Henry Schaefer, in 1848, built another dwelling on Hope street 
A thied settler was Antoni Gluecklick. Other small tradesmen, 
who seem to have belonged as much to an agricultural community 
as either the plough or harrow, became settlers. John M. Holmer 
opened a blacksmith’s shop. Mr, August Bechberger and Duncan 
Stewart were also early settlers. Mr. Bellinger was first harness- 
maker, Progress was slow until railway construction was com- 
pleted and a station erected in Tavistock. This at once crippled 
Sebastopol by centralizing trade at the point of shipment. It was 
oly a few years, therefore, subsequent to these events when a 
fmumber of large brick blocks were erected, Good streets and 
Sidewalks now extend in all directions, radiating to its residential 
parts. There are three general stores here, some of which would 
Go credit to larger places, one hardware store, two tin shops, 
three confectioneries, two jeweleries, a drug store, bakeries, 
groceries, boot and shoe store, three hotels. Two medical 
doctors are located here, Dr. Michael Steele and Dr. 0. G 

Niemeier, Dr. Preiss, of Hamburg, Germany, 

deceased many years ago. On September 26th, 1895, was issued 
the Gasette, printed by Mr. J. W. Green, editor and proprietor. 
In May, 1900, this sheet became the property of Mr. F. H. Lestie, 
who conducts it as an independent paper. Its present editor 
endeavours to maintain its character as a good local organ rather 
than making it a conduit of party politics. This ambitious village 
has a good electric light system, well supported by its citizens. 
In a place such as Tavistick this certainly indicates a progressive 
spirit animating all classes. There is also a telegraph and express 
office, an excellent public hall, where meetings are held. To 
faecommodate the business men branch of the Western Bank has 
been opened, and doing a large business. As in all Canadian 
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towns, benevolent societies are well represented, and are no doubt 
doing @ good work to those who patronize them. 

If progress in commerce has been marked, in manufacturing 
departments it is equally apparent. In 1869, a planing mill and 
furniture factory was established, employing three hands, of which 
the proprietors, Messrs. Kalbfleisch and Schaefer, were two. This 
branch of industry, under careful management, has been quite 
successful, employing about thiety hands, and occupying a large 
three-story brick and ironclad building. A saleroom is opened 
from which goods are sent to every part of Canada, A saw mill 
is run in connection with this establishment, and great quantities 
of butter and cheese boxes are supplied to creameries and cheese 
factories in the surrounding country. In connection with the 
furniture department, undertaking is also carried on, To meet 
the demands of an increasing trade, extensions are being made, 
which will enable the firm to employ a still larger number of hands. 
In 1885, the original partnership was dissolved, and operations 
fare now carried on by Me, John Kalbfleish, as sole proprietor. 
Mr. Schaefer subsequently opened another planing mill, which he 
operated for many years. This mill is still running, although 
it has passed into other hands. 

In 1877, a woollen mill was established by Mr. J. G. Field, 
employing four hands. Mr. Field has succeeded in building up a 
large trade in manufacturing woollen goods of all_kinds which 

fe shipped to every corner of our country. In this factory a 
number of people are now employed, a substantial brick, and 
other buildings have been erected to accommodate the trade, The 
machinery here is operated by @ 115-horse power engine, which 
is also used as motive power on the dynamos supplying electric 
light to the village. 

In 1868, a barrel and stove factory was established by Mr. John 
Zimmerman, employing seven hands. This business was success- 
fal for many years, and is still carried on, Timber has now 
become so scarce in the surrounding country as to cripple 
industries of this description. It can be only a few years when a 
removal will have to take place, not from a want of business, but 
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from exhaustion of the raw material which can no longer be 
obtained in the vicinity 

Its other manufacturing industries are a broom factory, a cider 
mill, two carriage factories, and a fax mill, 

In 1886 was organized the Tavistock Milling Company, 
when a mill was erected with a capacity of 125 barrels. During 
1893 the property was destroyed by fire. The company at once 
set to work to rebuild, and constructed, perhaps, the largest 
‘building for milling purposes in this county, being five stories in 
height, with a capacity of 200 barrels, This is a fine structure of 
brick and iron, and receives a large patronage. The business is 
conducted by Mr. A. E. Ratz, and the machinery contained in 
this great building is a sight for visitors to Tavistock. 

While these evidences of material development in agriculture 
and manufacture are apparent, education and religion has by no 
means been neglected in South Easthope. As will be noticed 
elsewhere, this municipality has had its difficulties in defining and 
arranging local legislation to suit its educational requirements, 
At present there 
Support of these schools, in 1991, a rate of $2,296 was levied and 
collected. Excellent buildings have been provided for comfort 
and convenience to those in attendance. In Tavistock is a school 
building costing $3,000. In this seminary are four departments, 
under Principal Charles Cameron and three female assistants, with 
an attendance of 200 pupils. Continuation classes are kept up, 
and it is a central point for junior and senior leaving examinations. 

South Easthope has several churches. In priority of organi 
for establishing religious services she has precedence over all other 
municipalities in Perth County. Three years previous to the organ 

Andrew's, in Stratford, a place of worship was 








re ten sections, five of which are unions. In 
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ization of old 


opened and a congregation organized by the Evangelical Lutheran 
body in what is now Sebastopol. In 1832, oF seventy years ago, 
Rev. Mr. Horn conducted services amongst the Germans who fol- 
lowed Mr. Fryfogle into this new section. What its membership may 
have been the church records do not say. A church was erected 
in 1856, under Rev. Mr. Kaessmann, This was a frame bul 
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in which service was held till 1884. During this year the present 
fine brick edifice was constructed at a cost of $16,000. This is a 
beautiful church, whose tall, tapering spire can be seen a long: 
distance. In the great tower are three bells, approaching a 
chime, whose mellow tones are heard far away in the adjoining 
country. This tower also contains a clock, the only one in Perth 
county on a sacred edifice, While this congregation has priority 
in point of antiquity, it has not that distinction of membership, 
which must be given to Knox Presbyterian Church, Stratford. 
Rev. Frederick Veit, as pastor, has been successful during a long 
period of thirty years in his ministrations, the present member- 
ship being about 800 souls. A Sabbath school is conducted by 
the minister, with an attendance of 230 pupils. In 1897 this con- 
gregation constructed a parsonage at a cost of $2,400. This is a 
spacious building of brick, and finished in a style of neatness 
which characterizes much of the work of this thrifty people. 

The Presbyterian Church in Tavistock, compared with the 
Evangelical Lutheran, is a modern organization, and did not exist 
prior to 1878. The prosperity attained subsequent to building 
the railway had attracted others as well as Germans, and several 
Presbyterians became residents. In 1878, therefore, Rev. Mr. 
Fleming, a missionary, was sent to preach in Tavistock, and, 
possible, to organize a congregation. The number of adherents at 
this period did not exceed twelve. In 1879 Rev. Mr. Stewart, of 
North Easthope, became a stationed minister, and proper organi 
zation took place. The congregation, who had hitherto held their 
services in a hall over a hotel shed, rented the Baptist Church, 
which they occupied for several years. Meantime a large increase 
in members and adherents took place, and a new brick building 
was constructed at a cost of $3,500. This little body has been 
quite successful, its communion roll numbering at present 112, 
and are still progressing under the ministrations of Rev. Mr. 
McCullough. A Sabbath School is conducted in connection with 
this congregation, Mr. Field being superintendent, having an 
attendance of 75 pupils. The present elders who have done much 
towards its success are Michael Steele, M. D., A. T. Bell, and 
JG, Field. 
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An old congregation in South Easthope is the Baptist in Tavi- 
stock. ‘This church was organized in 1851 by Rev. Mr. Snider, 
Like all other church organizations in the olden time, services 
were held in a log building, where its fifteen members and those 
associating themselves with them, worshipped for a number of 
years. In 1867, the growing demands of this body rendered a 
hnew church necessary, when their present building was con- 
structed, Subsequent to this period a steady progress has been 
made, if not a rapid one; its present members being 63, under 
Rev. Mr. Roadhouse. Provision has also been made for religious 
training of their children, and a Sabbath school is conducted by 
Mr. J. D. Adam as superintendent, at which on Sabbath days 
there is an attendance of about 65 pupils 

Fifty years ago a Presbyterian church was organized in Shake~ 
speare, its principal promoters being Messrs. Alexander Mitchell, 
M. Gibson, James Donaldson, and David Campbell, its first 
stationed minister being Rev. Mr. Stephenson, Subsequent to 
its establishment as a separate congregation a church was 
erected in 1853, which is still used as a place of worship. 
Previous to constructing this building, considered at one time ex- 
tremely handsome, services were held in the schoolhouse. A 
Andrew's, north of 

















union was subsequently formed with old St 
Shakespeare, both of which are under the pastoral charge of Rev. 
Hugh Cowan. Steps are now being taken to erect a splendid 
edifice in the village, to accommodate both charges. 

No records of municipal government in South Easthope are in 
existence prior to 1843. For this year they are incomplete, com- 
prising several declarations of office as pathmasters, with the usual 
by-laws adopted by all municipalities regarding stock running at 
large, Ata meeting of ratepayers in 1843, a motion was passed 
which to-day is meaningless, but in that olden time of sixty years 
ago was of great importance. This motion we may be permitted 
to insert here, as affording some insight into pioneer life at that 
period, not only in this township, but everywhere in the Huron 
‘Tact: It was moved and seconded, that no restrictions be passed 
as to cattle running at large and browsing; every chopper is to 
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look after whatever cattle come into his chopping, and drive 
them away without any hurt.” Young agricultursts of to-day 
will realize the importance ofthis motion, when we say, that those 
few cattle, then possessed by any hackwoodsman, existed almost 
during the entire winter on tree tops, thrown down in chopping a 
fallow. When maple was plentiful, cattle wintered on their tops 
‘o- brush in good condition, until leeks and adder tongues brought 
relief in spring. If this manner of keeping stock was primitive, 
it was of a piece with many other operations in pioneer life, the 
hest that could be done. Legislation passed at this meeting. was 
signed by John T. Flynn, as township clerk 

Tn 1844, Mr, Flyon was re-cleeted clerk, Wm. Cossey, chair- 
man, was chosen assessor, and James Izzard, collector. Town 
wardens of 1843 were re-clected, composed of Andrew Riddell, 
Daniel Cook and Lorenz Arnoldt, with Andrew Helmer as district 
councillor. Poundkeepers were Sebastian Fryfogie, William 
MeDonald and Danie! Cook. tn the records of this meeting we 
have names of the first pathmasters, 17 in number, as follows 
William Reid, Alexander Stewart, James Brown, Donald Stewart, 
and Henry Dunn, from concession 1; John’ Witeker, Klaus 
Roet, John Wolff and James Balerow, from concessions 2 and 33 
Nicholas Sleigel, Adam Kalbfcisch, John Heinbuck and James 
Berger from concessions 4 and §, with Douglass McTavish, from 
concession No, 6. 

, Mr. Helmer was again elected district councillor, with 
ian Fryfogle, Andrew Riddell and Gnd Curtis, as wardens. 
William Cossey was chosen clerk, holding this office tll 1 
At this meeting James Izzacd was chosen collector, and John 
Zacky, assessor. It will be observed that no treasurer or auditors 
Were appointed, these offices being. still held by oficers of the 
district council in Goderich 

Tn 1846, Alexander McTavish was appointed collector, and John 
Zacky, assessor. A change was made in town wardens, Donald 
MeGiregor, William Bayly, and William McDonald being elected. 

In 1847, Sebastian Fryfogle was chosen assessor; Alex. Mc- 
Tavish, collector; Henry B. Nebb, Henry Izzard, and George 
Kalbfleisch, town wardens. 
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In 1848, Sebastian Fryfogle was elected district councillor ; 
Henry B. Nebb, assessor; Lenord Wilcker, collector; George 
‘McMillan, Valentine River, and Anthony Kostzer, wardens, 

For 1849: Andrew Helmer, chairman; John Fitzcharles, as 
sessor; Andrew Helmer, collector; William L. Bayly, Henry 
‘Simmons, and James Williamson, wardens 

‘The first statement of accounts in South Easthope occurs dur- 
ing 1843, and is as follows: Money received by clerk, £3, 28., 6d. ; 
expended by J. C. W, Daly in 1843, £18, 8s., gd. At this period 
local clerks acted as township treasurers, under a district treasurer 
in Goderich, On the 12th day of July, 1848, the first audit 
appears to have been made in proper form by the district auditors, 
who found remaining in the hands of William Cossey, township 
clerk, a sum of £3, 38, 534d. The total receipts for 1848 
amounted to £25, 45., 8d. disbursements, £25, 25., 4d., leaving 
fa balance in hand of 2/4. At the close of 1849 this sum was 
ased to four shillings and four pence halfpenny. All trans 
actions were now closed under the old law, and South Easthope, 
fon the first day of January, 1850, without any debt, began house- 
keeping on her own account with 4s., 434d. in her pocket. 

On January 21st, met the first council ever elected in South 
Easthope, when Messrs. Philander Alvin Sebring, William Cossey, 
Andrew Helmer and Peter Woods produced their oaths of office. 
Mr, Sebastian Fryfogle also appeared, and declined to act as 
councillor, for which he had been elected. Mr. Andrew Helmer 
was elected reve; Alexander Mitchell, clerk; Robert Johnston, 
John Stinson, and William McLaggan, assessors; Geo. Kalbfici 
‘collector; Andrew Riddell, treasurer; Henry Roper, and James 
Woods, of Stratford, auditors. 

The first order of business was char: 
and illustrates those feelings universally expressed in every muni 
cipality regarding education. This was a petition praying for the 
formation of a school section on the first concession, to extend to 
and include lots 26 to 36 along that line of road. Mr. John Durant 
applied to be appointed as superintendent of schools. In February, 
Mr. James Woods took his seat as councillor, in place of Mr. 
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Fryfogle, who had declined the proposed honor, At the election 

January, Mr. James Woods having been elected as councillor, 
Mr. W. Hines was appointed to succeed him as auditor, and John 

ach was chosen as his colleague, Mr. Roper having resigned to 
become superintendent of schools. ‘The clerk was instructed to 

Procure a seal about the size of a quarter of a dollar, with a plough 
in the centre as a coat of arms. Meantime, a piece of brown wax 
was to be used as the impress of authority on all official papers 
until a new seal be procured. ‘The remuneration granted totown. 
ship officers for their services was very modest, indeed. The clerk. 
was to be paid £5; collector, 6 per cent. on all moneys collected ; 
assessor, § per cent. on all money collected by the collector; su 
perintendent of education, £3, 10s, per annum; treasurer, £2; 
auditors, £t each. Collector's bond was fixed at £300, treas. 
urer’s at £200, and superintendent of schools at £200. A by-law 
was passed dividing the municipality into three divisions for 
assessment purposes. Another by-law was also passed regulating 
or disallowing cattle and other farm animals from roaming at 
large. 

In March, the council again met at Bell's Corners (Shakespeare), 
when remuneration to members was fixed at five shillings per 
diem for attendance at meetings of council or committees. An 
excellent piece of legislation was also passed at this mecting, 
levying a tax of five shillings per annum on all dogs not used on 
a farm, This act is one that all councils at present could well 
afford to place on their statute book, and rigorously enforce. ‘The 
clerk was instructed to procure a seal from Mr. Lee, of Galt, at a 
cost of £1, 125., 6d. Arranging school sections constituted the 
subsequent business of this meeting. It is worthy of remark that 
the whole attention of the council till November was occupied in 
manipulation, creation and alteration of schoo! districts, exeluding 
all other matters properly within their line of duties. 

Nomination day in 1852 brought forth no less than eighteen 
aspirants for municipal honors. This contest was evidently a 
Keen one, a large vote being polled. On the second day, at 
four o'clock p. m., no votes having been recorded for some time, 



























































Major Brown, who was returning officer, closed the poll, announc~ 
ing the five successful candidates. In this terrible struggle for an 
honest expression of public opinion on the merits of the several 
‘gentlemen who placed themselves in the hands of their friend 

reluctant sacrifice, of course,—one unfortunate aspirant for public 
honor received only three votes. That must have been a woeful 
night in South Easthope, when thirteen defeated expounders of 
those great principles essential to municipal progress wended their 





weary way through the woods to their lonely shanties, there to 
find that comfort and repose they vainly expected to find in a 
struggle for place and power. 

In 1852 the council, realising the necessity of improvement in 
highways, passed a by-law investing £350 in stock of “ Wood- 
stock Gravel Road.” ‘This was the first work of any magnitude 
they had undertaken, and, until the B. & L. H. Railway was 
‘opened, aided much in developing South Easthope. During this 
year “Bell's Corners" was changed to ‘Shakespeare.” Mr. 
Mitchell, who was chief magistrate during this period, was a gen- 
tleman of education and some refinement} one of a class of people 
in mang instances but ill fitted to undergo the toils and privations 
inseparable from pioneer life. He was a person of literary at- 
tainments, and conceived the idea of giving * Bell's Corners" a 
more appropriate name, by substituting that of his favorite author, 
the Bard of Avon 

In 1834, 











even hotels were licensed. in this municipality, and 
The “Bar Room," by T. Flynn; “Halfway House, 
€. Birkmoir; “Compass and Square,” J. Matterson; “ Shake- 
speare Hotel,” Mr. Gibson ; Union House,” Sebastian Fryfogle; 
* Wilker's Tavern,” G. Brown,” and “ Frieburg,” by Henry Bek- 











stein. The indemnity for a license to sell was fixed on a sliding 
seale, ranging from £2, 108. to £4, 108. in Stratford. In 1858.4 
‘great increase in hotels is recorded, the council granting licenses 
to twelve houses of public entertainment, at fixed charges ranging 
from $14 to $30 per annum. Since this period, like other muni« 
cipalities, the liquor traffic has gradually decreased, until, at 
present, six hotels are licensed to sell—three in Tavistock, one in 











Sebastopol, and two in Shakespeare. South Easthope possessed 
a public library at a very early day, but its management appears 
tohave been in other hands than that of the council, only one 
notice in connection therewith being a motion in 1859, instructing 
their clerk to procure, and accepting a tender from George Brown 
ro supply @ “press to keep the township library and other papers.” 
At present, Tavistock has a fine public library of over 1,300 


volumes. 

In 1864, Mr. A. A. Drummond, superintendent of education in 
South Easthope, presented his first report, from which we quote 
asfollows: “Any report on the state of education in this township 
must be unsatisfactory that does not refer to the great difficulties 
in the way of the teachers. In four out of the six sections Ger- 
man must be taught, and where two languages are read, neither 
of them can be as well done as if only one was taught. The 
schools are not as far advanced as they might have been but for 
this drawback. There are six schools in the township, all of 
which are free, and supported at an expense of $2,314 per annum, 
The number of children of school age is 6553 of these, 591 have 
been at school for a longer or shorter period.” ‘The average 
attendance indicated ‘a bad state of things, being only 209, and 
with the Shakespeare school off, it would leave for the rest of the 
township an average of 124. T'do not wonder that teachers com- 
plain of irregularity in attendance.” Progress made in education 
since this report was written has been very marked, and is grati- 
fying to those who have in charge the training of the young 
minds under their eare. It is noticeable, also, that school pro. 
petty in one section is of greater value to-day than the whole was 
Worth at the period when this report was presented, 

In 1864, about the first estimate on record was submitted to 
the council, amounting to $3,084. OF this sum $1,470 was for 
county rate; schools, $278; balance for local purposes. Assets 
for this year are set forth as being $906, leaving a balance of 
$2,178 to be levied and collected from the ratepayers. During the 
Period from 1854 to 1901 an increase occurred, but which is 
only co-relative with material development in South Easthope. 














During 1gor a total sum of $8,944 was collected, of which $3,296 
was for schools, other rates absorbing the balance 

Drainage facilities in this township are such as to preclude any 
large expenditure for removing surplus moisture. Schemes for 
public drainage have not been burdensome, about $4,000 having 
been expended on what is known as the Central Drain. On the 
concession line a traveller sees everywhere indications of thrift 
and comfort in fine farms, good barns, and substantial residences 
fof modern construction, with all the requirements demanded by 
a people of affluence and refinement. 

‘On December 26th, 1871, were issued by the South Easthope 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company policies covering agricultural 
buildings. ‘This is a farmers’ organization on a purely mutual 
plan, securing protection for their own people at low rates. This 
institution has, through economical management, been suc: 
and convenient to those who patronize it 

South Easthope has now a total assessment of $1,149,300, and 
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1 population of 1885. 
Tn 1844, this township contained 820 inhabitants, including a 
portion of Stratford, and had 3,059 acres under cultivation. In 
1851, its population had increased to 1,450, and 5 
Under cultivation. In 2849, the produce was 23,000 bush, wheat, 
1,900 bush. oats, 4,000 bush. peas, 13,000 bush. potatoes, 7,000 
bush. turnips, 2,000 bush. barley, 11,000 Ibs. maple sugar, 3,000 
Ibs. wool, 3,000 Ibs. butter. In 1862 the population reached 
, Stratford, meantime, having withdrawn. 
Officers elected and appointed from 1850 to 1902, and their 
periods of service. This township never had a deputy reeve 
‘Reeves. —1830, Andrew Helmer; 1851, Sebastian Fryfogles 
1852, Alexander Mitchell; 1853, Sebastian Fryfogle; 1834, A. 
Helmer; 1855-8, S. Fryfogie; 1859-60, John Stinson; 1861-3, 
John Fitzgerald; 1863-75, Leonard Wilker; 1876-96, John 


136 acres were 























‘Schaefer ; 1897-1902, Philip Herold. 
Clerks. 1830-1, Alexander Mitchell; 1852-3, Major Brown; 
1854-5, William Cossey; 1856-60, John C. Wilker; 1861-4 





Lewis Fredricks; 1865-6, John Stinson; 1867. imond Sitzer 
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1879-83, D. A. McTavish; 1884. 
Stock, 

Treasurers. 1830-84, Androw Riddell; 1885-90, Samuel Zu- 
brig; 1891-4, Edward Wettlaufer; 1893-1902, Samuel Zubrigg. 

Assessors, —1850, Robert Johnston, Joha Stinson, William Me~ 
Laggan; 1851, Sebastian Fryfogle, sr., William Watson; 1852-3, 
Sebastian Fryfogle, sr.; 1854, Henry B. Neil; 1855-7, John 
Helmer; 1858, John Wilker; 1859-62, Charles Baeckler ; 1863, 
Jacob Reinhardt; 1864, George Brown; 1863, Jacob Reinhardt ; 
1866-73, Christian Dietrich; 1874-5, Edmond Corbett; 1876, 
John Hartlieb; 1877-84, Samuel Zubrigg; 1885, C. P, Schaefer; 
1886-9, Philip Herold; 1890-1902, John Pletsch, 

Collectors. 1830, George Kalbfieisch; 1851-8, Jobn Stinson ; 
1855, John Helmer; 1836, Sebastian Fryfogle; 1857-62, George 
Brown; 1863-4, Jacob Reinhardt; 1865, Christian Dietrich; 1866, 
Edmond Sitzer; 1867-84, Archibald McEwen 1885-88, Christian 
Dietrich; 1889-94, Frederick Trachsell; 1893-6, J. J. Wettlaufer; 
1897-1902, August Schaefer. 

Councillors.—1850, Philander Sebring, Jas. Woods, Peter 
Woods, William Cossey; 1851, Nicholas Schiigal, Lorentz Arnold, 
Andrew Wilker, John Wilker; 1852, Andrew Helmer, Thomas 
Towers, U.C. Lee, Leonard Wilker; 1853, Nicholas Schligal, 
Leonard Wilker, John Heinbuch, Andrew Helmer ; 1854, Leonard 
Wilker, John Stinson, Thomas Towers, Sebastian Fryfogle, sr. 
1855, S. Fryfogle, st., Thomas Towers, John Heinbuch, Alex. 
McTavish; 1856, Daniel Wallace, Thomas Towers, Duncan Scott, 
A. McTavish; 1857, Nicholas Roth, John Stinson, Henry Ratz, 
D. C. Wallace; 1858, John Fitzgerald, John Stinson, Leonard 
Wilker, J. Schaefer; 1859, John Fitzgerald, L. Wilker, Nicholas 
Roth, J. Schaefer; 1860, Justus Schaefer, Benedict Roth, John 
Fitzgerald, Leonard Wilker; 1861-2, John Stinson, B. Roth, L. 
Wilker, J. S. Schaefer; 1863, Leonard Wilker, J. S. Schaefer, 
John Blair, John Stinson; 1864, John Schaefer, John Blair, John 
Stinson, Valentine Weiss; 1863, Valentine Weiss, John Smith, 
John Blair, John ‘Trachsell; 1866, V. Weiss, John Blair, John 
Trachsell, Douglas McTavish; 1867-8, E. Corbett, V. Weiss, 


», Robert Reid; 1890-2, Valentine 
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Douglas McTavish, John Trachsell; 1869-71, John Trachsell, E. 
Corbett, William Morelock, V. Weiss; 1872, John Trachsell, E. 
Corbett, John Schaefer, John Klein; 1873, John Trachsell, John 
Schaefer, E. Corbett, John Klemand; 1874-5, John Trachsell, 
John Schaefer, Daniel Smith, John Klein; 1876, Daniel Smith, 
John Miller, John Trachsell, Mexander Capling; 1877, John 
Trachsell, A. Capling, John Miller, V. Weiss; 1878, J. Trachsell, 
A. Capling, V. Weiss, Henry Kalbfleisch ; 1879, Henry Schaefer, 
Conrad Eichenauer, V. Weiss, John Trachsell; 1880-2, J. Miller, 
Alex, Capling, V. Weiss, Conrad Eichenauer; 1883, H. Schaefer, 
Jobn Miller, John Trachsell, C. Eichenauer ; 1884, H. Schaefer, 
John Trachsell, Daniel Smith, Henry Peter; 1885-6, Daniel 
Smith, John Trachsell, Henry Peter, Daniel Yousie; 1887, Daniel 
Smith, John Trachsell, Daniel Yousie, Henry Schaefer; 1888, J 
Miller, Daniel Yousie, Henry Schaefer, John Trachsell; 1889, 
Henry Schaefer, Daniel Yousie, Henry Peter, H. Raush; 1890, 
H. Schaefer, Henry Peter, Fred Ochm, Lorentz Arnold; 1891-3, 
Henry Peter, Henry Schaefer, Lorentz Arnold, Daniel Yousie; 
1894, Daniel Yousie, Henry Schaefer, Henry 

1893, Henry Schaefer, Henry Peter, Daniel Yousie, John Doig; 
1896, Henry Peter, John Doig, Daniel Yousie, Lorentz Arnold ; 
1897, Henry Peter, J. Doig, Lorentz Arnold, William Anderson; 
1808, Jacob Wilker, William Anderson, Lorentz Arnold, John 
Doig; 1899-1900, Henry Peter, Jacob Wilker, Larentz Arnold, 
William Anderson; 1901, Henry Vogt, Lorentz Arnold, John 
Hassleib, Jacob Wilker; 1902, Lorentz Arnold, Henry Vogt, P. 
McTavish, John W. Hartleib, 

Auditors. —1850, William Hines, John Lynch; 1851, Donald 
Hay, Peter Woods; 1852, George Worsley, John Lynch; 1853) 
Henry Highbrook, Donald Hay; 1834-5, John Stinson, Mathew 
Gibson; 1836, Donald Hay, J. Stinson; 1857-8, Mathew Gibson, 

















Peter, Fred Hausser; 




















Worsley; 1863, William Watson, George Worsley; 1864, Ed- 
mund Sitzer; 1863, James Donaldson, Henry Ratz; 1866, James 
Donaldson, J. D, Smith; 1867, Charles Pollner, J. W. Donald- 
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son; 1868, Alex. Anderson, Mathew Hyde; 1869-70, John Miller, 
Alex. Scott; 1871, John Miller, Thomas Massey; 1872-3, John 
Miller, Alex. Capling; 1874, John Miller, J. W. Donaldson; 1875, 
J. W. Donaldson, John Hartieib; 1876, James Donaldson, Samuel 
Zubrigy; 1877-80, James Donaldson, Thomas Odbert; 1881-3, 
Daniel Smith, Jas. Donaldson; 1884-5, Jas. Donaldson, H. H. 
Schaefer; 1886, Jas. Donaldson, D. A. McTavish; 1887-8, Jas, 
Donaldson, Adam Schaefer; 1889, Valentine Stock, A. Schaefer: 
1890-2, Adam Schaefer, Chas. Zoellner} 1893, Adam Schaefer, 
James Donaldson; 1894, Philip Herold, Adam Schaefer; 1895, 
James Smith; 1896, Fred. Oehm; 1897-8, Alex. Fraser, Edward 
Bauer; 1899-1900, John W. Hartleib, Edward Bauer; 1901, E. 
Bauer, Alex. Fraser; 1902, Allan Steckle, Frederick Ochm. 





CHAPTER XVIL 


Ellice township was named in honor of Edward Ellice, a 
director of the Canada Co. The original plan of survey was that 
adopted in all those municipalities fronting on the Huron road, by 
opening up only one concession at one time for several years. In 
1829, the first concession was surveyed and opened for settlement. 
During 1832 a further portion was mapped out, and again in 1835 
2 few more concessions were added, till 1839, when it was come 
pleted by John McDonald, P.L-S. Blanshard being also surveyed 
jn 1839, opened the whole Huron Tract. 

Ellice had within her limits a few of the earliest settlers in this 
county, although for a number of years her progress was 
extremely slow. Mr. Andrew Seebach, a Bavarian, settled 
on lot 31, concession 1, in 1830, This date will be found at 
variance with that made in another work published in Perth 
County several years ago. It is there asserted that Mr. Seebach 
arrived in Ellice during 1828 This work also says. that 
he came in subsequent to Mr. Fryfogle, in South Easthope. This 
same authority asserts that Mr. Fryfogle came in 1829. If the 
latter gentleman came in 1829, Mr. Seebach certainly could not 
have stayed at his house on his way to Ellice in 1828. The 
Huron road was not even blazed in. 1828, nor till late summer in 
1829, and neither Mr. Seebach nor any other person could have 
settled on any particular lot, as none were yet surveyed. As Mr. 
Fryfogle was frst settler in this county, so Mr. Seebach was first 
settler in Ellice, A premium of £50 was granted him by the 
Canada Co., in order that he might open a place of entertainment 
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to accommodate those travellers passing into the Huron Tract in 
quest of a home. He, therefore, erected what was afterwards 
known as Seebach’s hotel, on what is considered the highest ele- 
vation in Perth County, called Seebach's Hill. It is also said this 
old pioneer was nine days in making a journey from Waterloo to 
his adopted place in the woods, a statement which any one 
acquainted with travel in a primeval Canadian forest will have no 
reason to doubt, 

Amongst those early settlers who followed Mr. Seebach were 
Mr. George Kastner, Mr. Stoskopf, Mr, John Rohfreitsch and Me. 
Alexander Gourlay, all of whom located along the Huron road. 
Mr. George Brunner was first to penetrate further north, settling 
fon lot 24, con. 3, in 1832. Excepting a limited section between 
what is now Sebringville and Stratford, very few pioneers entered 
this township until a period subsequent to 1840. In the municipal 
records of 1843 a copy of the assessment roll contains the names 
of all ratepayers liable to perform statute labor, which means 
all male inhabitants over twenty-one then resident in Ellice. This 
assessment also includes that portion of Stratford still a part of 
the township. It was divided into nine road divisions, with a total 
of 225 days. On those road lists were the names J. C. W. Daly, 
J. A, McCarthy, John Sharman, Wm. Pinder, Richard O'Donnell, 
Wan. C. Bryan, Alex. Scott, Daniel McPherson, Jno. Kastner, P. 
Kastner, Geo. Switzer, Geo. Carragan, Alex, Gourlay, Jas 
Framcom, John Clyne, Anthony Goettler, Thos. Pearson, Wm, 
Corragan, J. Jacob, M. Stoskopf, J. Webber, J. Brunner, Wm. 
Studor, Mr. Seebach, Mr. Bartle, Mr. Rohfreitsch, A. Seebach, M. 
Jacobs, F. Ash, J. Riel, Geo. Gortineer, John Hicks, John 
Doersman, D. Brunner, C, Pfrimmer, G. Brunner, V. Pfrimmer, 
Patrick Cashen, D. Phalen, Mr. Rowlands, Wim, Scott, Jas. 
Cossey, John Quinlan, R. Mills, Chas. O'Brien, Wm. Whitman, 
and Thos. Reddie. Mr. J. C. W. Daly and, M. Stoskopf had 
the largest amount of statute labor, being ten days each, 

In this township the trend of settlement was from the Huron 
road northward, and excepting a portion around Kinkora, and a 
section near Stratford composed of North of Ireland people, all are 
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It contains a large tract of splendid land, nearly all 
under a high state of cultivation, excepting @ portion on its east- 
ern boundary, known as the Ellice swamp. Its surface throughout 
is level, slightly undulating, but in no section hilly, as in North 
fasthope. Along its central part is the height of land between 
aakes Huron, Erie and St. Clair. From this township streams 
flow south, west, and northeast, all having their source in that 
great marsh which at one period existed on the eastern side. Vast 
improvements have of late years been carried out by municipal 
authority, in drainage, reclaiming large areas of fine land now 
most productive, Although it is the source of many streams, it 
cannot be said to have much running water, but this necessity can 
be found in abundance a short distance beneath the surfac: 

‘Where a flat surface obtains road building material is usually 
not plentiful, In this township deposits of gravel are not found 
with such frequency as in those adjoining. This deficiency of 

t, and roads in El 

are quite up to the standard of those in more favored sections, 
Constructing bridges is not one of the demands on her municipal 
exchequer, Which in some municipalities forms a great portion of 
the annual expenditure. This circumstance has enabled her public 
men to make greater disbursements in road building, without 
demanding heavier contributions from the people. Transportation, 
since railway inception, has been convenient and easy of access. 
Excellent facilities for shipping farm produce are afforded at 
Stratford, Sebringville, Brunner, and Mitchell, on the B. & L. He 
and Stratford and Wiarton railroads. ‘These important 
tages have aided very much in developing the material resources 
‘of this township. 

A system of mixed farming has been adopted with success. On 
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small farms of 100 acres specialism is not a desirable method; 
being so closely allied to speculative ideas, it ought always to be 
avoided. No farmer should be a speculator either in his own 
business or outside of it. The agriculturist here, as elsewhere, 
has been quite successful by ordinary methods. These he has 
modified from time to time ina manner commensurate with ever 
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changing conditions, which have been forced on him by extraneous 
circumstances. ‘That it has been productive of good results is 
evident to any one. In Ellice are found excellent farm buildings, 
fences, with other improvements, all indications of prosperity 
Characteristic of the German in Ellice is thrift, simplicity of eve 
day life, and uniform kindness to a stranger who comes within 
their gates, 

‘That they are of strong religious convictions is apparent from 
the number of costly church edifices, whose appropriate style of 
architecture, elaborate in design in many instances, are found 
throughout settlements of this nationality. In sections entirely 
composed of Germans, farm buildings are often found more pre- 
tentious than such accommodations amongst English spewking 
people. A number of palatial dwellings, erected on farms in these 
northern municipalities by Germans, indicate a lavish expenditure 
of money, which one would think inconsistent with profit to an 
average farmer or with that caution and economical rule of con- 
duct attributed to their German owners. Be that asit may, a man's 
work is always a reflex of his mind, and his continuous operations 
simply display his inner springs of thought developed into action, 
and crystallized in a construction of material things, From a 
financial standpoint great houses on the farm may not be profit- 
able, but there can be no doubt as to the elevating influence of 
such fine structures on the farmer, his family, and those associated 
with him in his calling. We are largely creatures of environment, 
and if a farmer erects a beautiful dwelling place, indicating refi 
ment in its construction, there is a strong tendency that the souls 
of its inmates will partly become of the same character. 

Ellice contains few villages, and none having any considerable 
Population, Sebringville, on the Huron Road, partly in Downie 
and partly in Ellice, has priority of settlement as well as numbers 
A sketch of this place will be found in the local history of Downie, 
to which the reader is referred. 

Rostock, the capital, is a place of some importance, with a 
population of 150, and contains a number of private residences, 
with all the small industries peculiar to a country village. ‘This 
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little commercial point was once known as nntre, and is, 
located on the roth and 11th concession road at its intersection by 
the centre road, Its first building was a blacksmith’s shop, kept 
by Mr. Henry Maurer, erected in 1862; and during that year a log 
schoolhouse was constructed, At this period, also, a sawmill was 
built by Mr. El 

Daring this year Mr, Justus Kreuter erected the first store, and in 
1877 a hotel was opened, Those old pioneers in this neighbour- 
hood who were first to enter the wilderness were Chi 
Schenck in 1854, Frederick Buck, Elden Sebring, Charles Freier, 
Ernest Denstedt, Frederick Fisher, and Frederick Gall. At 
present there are two general stores, one hotel, two blacksmiths’ 
shops, a waggon shop, two telephone offices, and several private 
residences. There is also a very fine public school building, 
most creditable to so small a place. 

Wartburg, situate two and achalf miles south of Rostock, was 
founded in 1857 by Mr. Richard Coulton, who built the first build 
ing. Mr.Coulton was a school teacher, and an early settler. About 
two years subsequent Mr. Henry Miller opened the first store, a 
blacksmith's shop being opened previously. This hamlet, which 
was originally named **Totness,” and the seat of government for 
several years, has not made great progress. At present there is, 
one general store, a hotel, a neat Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
and a number of private residences. This place, like Rostock, 
is surrounded by a wealthy agricultural community. 

Gadshill, situated on the boundary line between North Easthope 
and Ellice, is largely in the latter municipality. This hamlet was 
founded by Henry Ratz, who built a sawmill subsequent to the 
opening of the gravel road into Mornington. This highway was 
constructed through a dense swamp its entire length, a dis- 





len Sebring, which constituted Rostock till 1875. 








tian 
































tance of ten miles. To a traveller passing over the road to-day 
this statement will seem incredible. Improvement during twenty- 
five years has so transformed this district that one can with difficulty 
realize that such progress could have been possible in so short a 
period of time, Being situated on a leading highway, 

easy distance of Stratford, this is a lively village. At present it 
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contains a saw mill, grist mill, hotel, blacksmith’s shop, general 
store, and still retains a fair measure of commercial importance. 

Kinkora, two and a half miles west from Wartburg, has a store, 
post office, and a very fine Catholic church, This place is 
surrounded by an excellent agricultural country, affording 
evidences of wealth amongst the farming community. 

Topping, and Brunner, a station on the Stratford & Huron 
Railway, are points of not great importance so far. Both are 
centres of a section of good land, and will doubtless in the near 
future contain many of those industries peculiar to rural districts 

Ellice has several churches of elegant design, and consequently 
of substantial material. Amongst these must be accorded pre~ 
cedence to the Roman Catholic at Kinkora. ‘This congregation is 
an old one, being organized by that great apostle of Catholicism 
in Perth County, Rev, Father Schneider. Prior to this mission 
being opened, no clergyman resided nearer than Stratford or St 
Columban, Rev. Father Kenney, from the former place, subse- 
quent to Father Schneider's removal, held occasional services in 
the shanty of some pioneer. Father Crinnon, who afterwards 
became Bishop of Hamilton, followed Father Kenney as first 
pastor. During his administration a frame church was erected, 
jn which services were held until 1882. Thirty years ago the now 
venerable Father O'Neill was inducted into this congregation, 
and during his long and successful ministrations much good has 
been accomplished. At this period many Catholic people in this 
section had become wealthy, and they decided that a new edifice 
should be erected, more in keeping with their advanced sociat 
condition. In 1882, therefore, was erected the finest rural church 
edifice in Perth County, at a cost of $30,000. Its front elevation 
contains a fine oriel window of transparent glass. On the north 
side rises the tower, surmounted by a spire, harmonizing its 
exterior. The interior is elaborate in detail, and beautiful in 
design. There is a large vestibule, whose roof or ceiling is 
supported by a group of lancet-shaped arches resting on fluted 
columns, among which faintly falls a subdued light from translu- 
cent windows. Passing into the auditorium, a row of columns 
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extends on the north and south sides through the building. From 
these columns arches spring right and left, supporting a deeply 
groined roof. A pipe organ forms a beautiful background to the 
choir over the vestibule, at the main entrance. There are con- 
nected with this congregation 105 families. Amongst the old 
pioneers who were largely instrumental in promoting this work 
were John, Peter, and Joseph Stock; Patrick Collins, Lawren 
Crowley, Peter Connelly, Patrick Flynn, John, Patrick, and 
Robert Kelly; Robert and Jos. Brown; Wm. Gaunt and Cornelius 
Kennedy, Father O'Neil is stil in charge of the congregation, 

East of Kinkora two and a half miles, in Wartburg, is the 
second Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. John (Missouri 
Synod), which was set apart in 1856 from that established at 
Seebach’s Hill, Rev. Mr. Hengrer, its first_minister, on appli- 
cation to the Canada Co’y, was presented with a site for a church. 
‘The founder of this mission, as well as several others in Ellice, was 
Dr. Anthony Schaffraneck, who was really the apostle of E: 
gelical Lutheran Christianity in this district. The present church 
building was erected in 1883, at a cost of $2,000. Its_member- 
ship has increased rapidly, from a few families in 1858, until, under 
Rev. Mr, Oldenburg's ministrations, they now number 250 souls. 
A Sabbath school, superintended by Mr. Bruckman, has an aver 
lage attendance of 4o pupils. Mr, Oldenburg also conducts a 
young people's class every Saturday. 

In Rostock, two and a half miles north of Wartburg, is the 
Evangelical Association of Zion's Church. This congregation was 
organized in 1865 by Rev. Mr. Spies, and a church erected. The 
promoters of this movement were Messrs, Heller, Ballantyne, 
Knechtel, Sebring and Passmore. In 1902, before this work can 
be published, a new brick structure will be completed at a cost of 
$3,000. This congregation now numbers about 125 souls, and is 
under the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Grenzebach. A Sabbath school, 
ith an average attendance of 85 pupils, is conducted by Mr. 
William Schenck, superintendent. 

Northwest of Rostock two anda half miles, on Lot 15, Con. 12, 
is St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Canada Synod. This 
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congregation was organized in 1862 by Dr. Schaffraneck, and em 
braced about 13 families. Service was held in a school house 
and in settlers’ shanties until 1868, when a church was erected, 
Progress in this congregation was rapid both in wealth and nume 
bers. In 1894, the pioneer building was found inadequate to ac- 
comodate an ever increasing number of worshipers, and a new 
brick edifice was constructed. This is an imposing building, 
costing over $8,000. In the tower, which is surmounted by a 
graceful spice, are two bells. One of these is great and deep-toned, 
the other smaller. I may be permitted to state here that these 
bells are utilized to perpetuate a very beautiful old custom brought 
from Germany, and thus transplanted in Canadian woods. Here 
now it remains to remind old pioneers of events that transpired 
mayhap in years long gone by. It may be that on a quiet Sabbath 
morning, when rural life is hushed, that the deep solemn tones of 
the great bell are heard, like a knell over woodland, vale and 
stream, falling on the most remote home of those who wor- 
ship at St. Paul's. In plaintive notes, tolled at intervals, it pro- 
claims that death has entered the home of some aged one, who on 
Sabbath days had knelt at the same alter in years gone by, and 
removed hence a loved one who will return no more. When the 
second or smaller one is tolled, it indicates that some youthful one 
has been returned, and a soul so lately given has been again restor- 
ed, At the hour of service on Sabbath, or on occasions of 
rejoicing over happy events, both bells ring out merrily. ‘This 
beautiful custom is worthy all honor in its observance, and might 
well be imitated by all congregations of professing Christians. 
Under Rev. Mr. Plunck, present minister, great progress is. being 
made, having an attendance of about 300 souls. A Sabbath 
school, with an average attendance of 100 pupils, and a young 
Peoples’ class of 75 scholars, is also conducted by the minister. 
An old congregation in this county is that of the Evangelical 
Association at Sebringville, This mission was established in 1840 
by Rev, Mr. Harlacher, who held meetings amongst a few Ger- 
‘man families who located in this neighborhood. Those few mem- 
bers who founded this congregation were Jacob and George 
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Schweitzer, C. Zimmerman, George Kaercher, John and Andrew 
Goetz and David Sebring, Subsequent to its establishment, a 
Sabbath school was opened, which has the honour of being the 
first Sabbath school in Perth County. With an influx of settlers 
its members increased in number, when a log building was erect 
edin 1845, Previous to constructing this church, services were 

a new frame build- 








held in the shanty of some pioneer. In 1855 
ing was erected, the former structure being insufficient to accom- 
modate the people. Its first stationed minister was Rev. Mr. 
Bastian, under whose charge great progress was made, Subse- 
quently a fine brick edifice was built, at a cost of $3,500, where 
services are now held by Rev. C. S. Finkbeiner, its membership 
being 176. This old Sabbath school has made equal progress 
with the congregation, having an attendance of 225 pupils, under 
Mr. Jacob Litt as superintendent 

Nearly 7o years ago the Mother German Church of this 5 
was organized at Seebach's Hill. A number of, families from 
Alsace had settled along the Huron road, and in 1835 the first 
Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s Church was founded in Ellice 
with a membership of about fifteen families. This was one of the 
frst four congregations in this county, the church at Sebastopol, 
Se. Andrew's, Stratford, and St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Strat- 
ford, being the other three, Services were held every Sunday. 
In 1836, F. A. Horn was placed in charge, remaining four years. 
During this pastorate a church was built of logs 22 ft. by 18 ft. 
on a piece of land donated by Mr. Andrew Seebach. Mr. Horn 
preached also at Kastnerville, In January, 1840, this gentleman 
was succeeded by Rev. August Kelterbora, During this pastorate, 
which continued until 1852, a new church was built somewhat 
latger than the old log one, being 40 by 30 fect. In 18; 
TT. W. Tuerk was placed in charge, who worked acceptably for 
several years, when he began to teach Swedenborgianism, and 
was compelled to resign. Rey. Mr. Hengrer, a faithful and good 
man, was next called in 1857, remaining till 1872, when he was 
succeeded by Rev. Mr, H. Succop, ‘* Missouri Synod.” During: 
1837 a new constitution or “Kirchen-Ordnung" was accepted. 
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This document is signed by Rev. Wm. Hengerer and 133 others, 
nearly all having families. A great number of those whose names 
re appended to this paper became members of those missions at 
Wartburg, Rostock, Mitchell, Logan, and Stratford, where there 
fare now elegant churches. During 1861 the ‘Canada Synod” 
was organized, when this congregation, with Rev. Mr. Hengerer, 
joined that body. In 1862 the present edifice was erected at 
cost of S: 
highest point of land in this county. The building itself is 60 by 
40 feet, with a spire of nearly 100 feet, which can be seen for a 
long distance away. This congregation, now under the ministra- 
tions of Rev. W. Weinback since 1887, is prosperous, having an 
attendance of 550 souls. In the Sabbath school are 98 children 
inder Nicholas Seebach as superintendent, who has several 
assistants in his work. There is also a bible class conducted by 
the minister. 

Trinity Church, at Sebringville, was organized by Rev. E. Pat- 
terson, Anglican minister at Stratford, in 1875, Its principal pro- 
moters were Messrs, Pearson, Coulton, Hamilton, Moore, and 
Ruston, who opened a mission in 1872, At its organization as a 
.gregation there was a membership of 30, which, in 1902 had 
inereased to 70’ In 1887 a comfortable building was erected at a 
cost of $1,400, where Rev. D. Deacon, now pastor, holds service. 
There is a good Sabbath school in connection with the church, 
under Mrs, Mason as superintendent, having an average attendance 
of between 30 and 40 pupils 

‘The local municipal history of Bllice begins in 1842. There is 
10 record of any meeting being held this year, but one, no doubt, 
hhad been held, as an extract froma letter sent by the district 
clerk indicates. ‘This circular, dated May 18, 1842, at Goderich, 
says, “I have the honour to communicate to you the following 
resolution, and request your immediate attention to the same. 
That the councillors for their respective divisions direct where 
and how the statute labor of said division shall be performed to 
the best advantage. 

‘That no pathmaster shall be allowed to take commutation 
1S 








Its situntion is beautiful, crowning as it dacs the 
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money for statute labor coming into his hands, and lay the same 
out at his discretion, but all moneys received by them shall be paid 
to the township clerk, and expended by the councillor on estimates 
received." 

From this letter, therefore, it is evident that local government 
had been introduced. Ata meeting of ratepayers held in John 
Sharman's hotel, Stratford, on January 2, 1843, ‘the acting 
clerk laid before them a statement of accounts for 1842, show- 
ing that he had received no money during the year, and, of 
course, had not spent any.”” This very satisfactory announcement 
having been made of their financial condition, they proceeded to 
elect officers. Mr. Daniel: McPherson was chosen clerk; Peter 
Kastner, assessor; Henry Studer, collector; John McCarthy and 
Andrew Seebach, poundieepers. Alex Gourlay, Peter Kastner, 
Jobn Sharman, A. McCarthy and Thos. Reddie, were elected 
‘school commissioners; Alexander Scott, Wm. Pinder, and Anthony 
Goettler, town wardens. Mr, Sebring, whose name appears as a 
district councillor in 1842, held that position again in 1843. Nine 
pathmasters were also elected. By-laws regarding fences and 
cattle running at large were adopted, when the meeting 




















adjourned. 

In 1844 the annual meeting was held at Andrew Seebach's 
house, by virtue of a warrant from the magistrates, when the 
following officers were elected: Andrew Seebach, district council 
lor; Daniel MePherson, clerk; Henry Studer, assessor; John 
Kastner, collector; Geo. Brunner, Wm. Pinder, and Jacob 
Weber, town wardens. Alex Gourlay, chairman. 

In 1845 a meeting of ratepayers was held at the tavern of John 
Sharman, when Daniel McPherson was elected councillor and 
town clerk ; Thomas Reddy, assessor; Stewart Campbell, col- 
lector; Jacob Weber, John Sharman, Patrick Cashi 








wardens. 
“The existing by-laws were allowed to stand as formerly, except 
pigs, which are not allowed as free commoners from the 1st of 
July to the 1st of October.” 
In 1846 the town meeting was held in the tavern of John Hicks, 
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Stratford. The town clerk presented his accounts, which were 
examined and found correct. The following officers were elected :-— 
Stewart Campbell, clerk ; Patrick Cashin, assessor ; Alexander 
Gourlay, collector ; Michael Crowley, Jacob Weber, John Shar- 
man, Thomas Reddy, and George Martin, wardens, 

In 1847 the town meeting was also held in Stratford, when 
Stewart Campbell was again elected clerk; Patrick Crowley, 
assessor Alexander Gourlay, collector ; Philip McClosky, John 
Sharman, William Pinder, George Barthel, Michael Crowley, and 
Robert Henry, wardens. At this meeting two important resolu 
tions were carried as illustrating the effect of a few years of part 
self government by the people, in their demanding from the 
supreme authority “an acquiescence in such legislation as they, 
the people, considered to be in their interest.” Mr. McPherson, 
as district councillor, was instructed to lay before the council the 
desire of the people, that the town meeting should always be held 
at Sechach's, and not as the whim of the magistrates may direct. 
The council at Goderich was also asked to publish a financial 
statement of their affairs, “and that forthwith.” ‘These resolu 
tions were transmitted to the Clerk of the Peace with other 
minutes of this meeting. 

In 1848, at the town meeting, Mr. Stewart Campbell was 
again elected clerk; Patrick Crowley, assessor; Michael Crowley, 
collector; John Dempsey, William Moore, John Hays, wardens. 

In 1849 Stewart Campbell was elected clerk; Patrick Crowley, 
assessor; Michael Crowley, collector; John Sharman, John Parker, 
and James Hamilton, wardens. This meeting was held at the 
tavern of Thos. Douglas, Stratford. During the summer of this 
year, Mr. McPherson, who had been district councillor since he 
resigned his position as clerk, died, and John Sharman, at a 
meeting held on the 25th day of September, was chosen as 
councillor far the balance of the term, 

The first meeting of ratepayers in Ellice, under our present 
‘municipal system, was held at Mrs. Douglas’ tavern (Farmers’ 
hotel), Stratford, in January, 1850, Stewart Campbell, clerk, in 
the chair, At this meeting Andrew Seebach, George Brunner, 
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John Sebring, Robert Henry, and Alexander Gourlay were 
declared elected as the frst council of Ellice. Mr. John Sebring 
refusing to accept, Mr. Peter Reid, of Stratford, was chosen. 

A statement of accounts, submitted in 1843, shewed Mr. 
McPherson, clerk, to have received Lo, 78., 6d., from Mr. Hall, 
of St. Catharines, civil engineer, as a grant “to this township for 
the repair of roads and bridges, under the Act 7, of William IV." 
‘This was disbursed by John Sebring and Thos. Reddy. In 1845 
the clerk received from London district £12, 18.,0d. These sums 
were expended on public improvements, On March oth, 1850, 
council again met and passed by-laws fixing rates to be paid for 
hotel licenses. Mrs. Douglas, ‘Farmers’ Inn,” Stratford, £7, 
tos.; Jas. McCauly, “Stratford Ino," £7, 10s.; Exchange hotel, 
Ellice, £6; and a beer shop, Steatford, £3. In February a by-law 
was passed regulating officers’ salaries, the clerk receiving £6; 
easurer, £43 superintendent of schools, £1, 58.3 auditors, ten 
shillings each ; assessors, 4 per cent. on all monies collected ; 
collector, 5 per cent, on all moneys collected. Mr. John Coulton 
was appointed assessor for Mornington, then annexed to Ellice 
























for municipal purposes. By-laws were also passed regulating 
pounds and poundkeepers, with fees and charges made in the 
discharge of their duties. 

Mr. Stewart Campbell, then clerk, has entes 
two important documents which enable us to comprehend the 
material wealth of Ellice in 1851. From copies of assessment for 
that year, real property is rated at $142,000 ; personal, $19,00% 

35,700 ; number of cattle, 798, 
value $13,200, It is not too much to say, that at present a 





sd in his record 








number of horses, 102, value 





dozen of ordinary farmers are possessed of a greater amount of 
wealth in cattle and horses than the whole township could bonst 
of in 1851. Rates levied were, for county, 36 of a penny per £ 

township rate, i per £ ; lunatic asylum, 6d. per £100 ; debt 
per £7 gravel roads, per £; County of Perth, 3 per & 
The total amount on this roll was £225, or $890. Mr. 
Peter Kastner was highest rated, contributing £5, 38. 74., or @ 
little over $2r, while Me. Augustus Kellerman enriched the 
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municipal treasury by a contribution of four pence halfpenny, or 9 
cents. 

‘The total number of taxpayers was 244. During this 
steps were also taken towards opening a road to the township of 
Mornington. As will be noticed in the local history of that 
municipality, settlement was rapidly taking place about this time, 
and, although only ten miles from Stratford, it was as effectually 
shut off by the Ellice swamp as if it were fifty miles away. This 
agitation eventually resulted in the construction of the northern 
gravel road from Stratford to. Mornington, a work of great 
advantage to both, and did much towards a unification of feeling 
in the northern municipalities with those of the south. 

Ellice was no exception to other townships in the early days, in 
those difficulties attending the arrangement and definition of 
school section boundaries. ‘The new council of 1850 had no 
sooner taken their places than a flood of petitions were placed 
before them, praying for sweepitig alterations in the boundaries of 
school districts. At this meeting the whole artillery of the rate~ 
payer was directed point blank at unoffending representatives, 
who, alternately swayed by their sense of honesty and personal 
interest, were in a sad quandary, which generally ended in 
political decapitation. It was not for many years that belligerents 
in the various sections became like some volcanoes, inactive, and 
accepted present conditions, In this township there are now 
leven school sections, six of which are unions. ‘There is also 
f separate school. In each of those school districts excellent 
buildings have been founded for the comfort and accommodation 
of pupils, and highly creditable to the taste and liberality of 
the people. 

‘Ata meeting in February, 1832, the counci! considered a by-law 
regarding tavern licenses, limiting their number to four, indem- 
nity for the right to sell remaining as before. The Municipal Act 
of 1830 had a marked influence on the people of this township. 
No sooner had they assumed the responsibility of local self 
government than such an expansion in regard to. public 
improvements took place as never would have arisen under that 
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sucking bottle system of Governor Head's favourite method. At 
this meeting a motion was carried ordering Mr. Wm. Rath, 
P.LS., to make a survey of the boundary line between Ellice and 
North Easthope, preparatory to constructing a gravel road to 
Mornington. The reeve was also instructed, after proper 
investigation, to subscribe £10 or £15 towards making a survey 
for a railroad from Guelph, through Stratford, westward. A 
statement of assessment in Mornington was submitted to the 
board, showing the total as being $77,000, or less than ten one 
hundred acre farms and their stock would be worth at this pres- 
ent day. 
township seal, “Device a Plough.” On August 3rd, 1855, a 
meeting of ratepayers was called to approve or disapprove by 
their votes of a county by-law granting £30,000 to the Buffalo, 
Brantford and Goderich Railway. use or other little 
interest was manifested in this important measure, only 12 voting 
for and 9 against it. It may appear surprising that such apathy 
should be shown towards @ step which was to affect them to 
so great an extent as a railroad entering Stratford. As a matter 
of fact, they were so overwhelmingly in favor of such a scheme 
that none supposed there could be opposition to a movement 
which must largely increase the price of every acre of land in 
Ellice 

In March, 1859, a by-law was passed ta borrow $1,200 from a 
fund set apart by the county to procure seed for poor settlers, 
who had lost their crop the year previous. In this respect they 
were like other municipalities, nearly all requiring aid from this 
fund. Applicants in this township numbered 84, and received 
seed valued at $1,092. During 1864 a further sum was granted 
to poor settlers, amounting to $143. These loans indicate some 
unfortunate results which may arise from pursuit of specialism 
in agriculture. Failure may occur at any time, and when a 
farmer devotes his time to a specialty, failure in that department 
must be followed by disaster. At that period in our agricultural 
history settlers were compelled to grow wheat. Many of our 
mportant products of toway had then no commercial value. 














In 1855 the council instructed their clerk to procure a 
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Stern necessity has no law, and if early settlers were all specialists 
in wheat growing, a struggling pioneer had to adopt that method 
which brought the quickest return. His circumstances, rather 
than his inclination, were his masters for the time being, and, like 
a soulless taskmaster, scourged him without mercy. 

In March, 1876, Mr. James Corcoran, of Stratford, was present, 
and presented a draft of a petition to the Hon. Commissioner of 
Public Works of Ontario, asking that steps be taken towards 
draining that great swamp in Ellice. This movement resulted in 
opening up what is known as the “Corcoran drain,” and led to an 
issue of debentures, a short time subsequently, amounting to 
$8,000, for drainage purposes. Thus was inaugurated a system 
of public works in Ellice which has brought a marvellous im- 
provement to a large section. 

lice, till this present time, has contributed over $60,000 to 
drainage works, and on the roll of 1901 $5,000 was collected for 
this part of public expenditure alone. While many difficulties 
have arisen in prosecuting these improvements, her public men 
have persevered steadily onward. No one can say but that great 
advantages have been gained, and of vastly greater import than 
any expenditure incurred in their prosecution. In Logan, Elma 
and Ellice, immense sums have been expended in drainage 
improvements.  If,therefore, these townships are nowin many ways 
equal to those in the south, it has been accomplished in spite of 
great natural disadvantages, and “paid for with a price.” When 
we compare the financial condition of Ellice, Logan, Elma, and to 
some extent, Mornington, with those southern municipalities, 
their self-imposed burdens are certainly very great. While the 
railway debt of Ellice is not heavy, beyond that portion of her 
obligation in common with others in the county indebtedness, her 
expenditure in drainage has been large. Her liabilities for these 
debentures are now about $25,000. 

We believe a time is now close at hand when what was known 
as the great marsh in Ellice will be productive of much wealth to 
this county, By manufacturing its deposits of peat into fuel, as 
now being introduced, employment will be furnished to a large 








number of men, thereby creating a circulation of capital. There 
are several thousand acres of peat beds, a railroad passing through 
their entire length. These are equal for fuel to any such deposits 
in Canada, Anattempt was made a few years ago to manipulate 
this peat as an article of commerce.  Inadaptabilty in machinery 
employed rendered this unsuccessful. It proved, however, that 
quality of goods could be produced equal to coal for heating 
purposes, and at much lower rates, If manufacturing can 
be accomplished, by an adaptation of more powerful machinery, 
the importance ‘of these deposits cannot be over estimated 
At present arrangements are being carried out with improved 
appliances which, it is hoped, will in a short time develop this 
industey. 

Population in Ellice has, as in other municipalities, decreased, 
being now 2,789. Taxes on the roll of 1gor were $21,195. OF 
this sum $5,300 was for schools, and nearly a similar amount for 
drainage, ‘The total assessment on real property in the year was 
$1,644,242, 

Nearly every acre of land excepting the peat deposits is av 
able for agriculture. This has been largely brought about by a 
judicious expenditure of public funds in drainage and other 
improvements in what was once considered waste lands; 

A spirit of emulation is noticeable in this township in those 
matters of farm buildings, churches, schools and roads throughout 

teristic, and no people 














every section. This is an excellent chara: 
can be great without it. Associated with discretion, it is produc 
tive of much good, and lies at the very root of human progress. 

In 1844 Ellice contained 528 inhabitants, including a portion of 
Stratford, and had 1,311 acres under cultivation. In 1850 the 
population had increased to 1,319, having 4,036 acres under 
5,000 bush, wheat, 16,000 
000 bush turnips, 23,000 











cultivation, In 1849 it produced 
bush oats, 12,000 bush potatoes, 1 
Ibs. maple sugar, and 26,000 Ibs. butter. Population in 1862, 
2,616, Stratford being withdrawn, 
Township officers of Ellice — 
Reeves. —1850, Robt. Henry; 185 





ex. Gourlay; 1854-5, R. 








94 1856, Patrick Crowley; 1857-9, John Kastner; 1860, Jobn 
Pearson; 1861-4, John Kastner; 1863-6, Jobn Pearson; 1867-0, 
John Kastner; 1870-2, Jacob Brunner; 1873, William Baumbach; 
1874-6, Patrick McDonald; 1877-83, James Bennoch; 1884. 
Andrew Kuhry; 1890-1, Philip Siebert; 1892-3, A. Kubry; 1893- 
1900, George Goetz; 1901-2, Albert Schenck. 

Deputy Reeves.—1854 (first deputy), Mortimer Hishon; 186; 
J. Kastner; 1866, David Smith; 1867-0, Jacob Brunner; 1870- 
Joseph Miller; 1872, Wm. Baumbach; 1873, Patrick MeDonald; 
1874, J- Miller; 1875-7, Wm. Suhring; 1878, Timothy Murray; 
1870-82, Henry Vogt; 1883, A.Kubry; 1884-8, P. Siebert; 1889, 
J. Brunner; 1890-1, J. P. O'Brien; 1892-3, Geo. Goetz; 1894 
Robt. Armstrong; 1896-8, Albert Schenck. 

Clerks. —1850-68, Stewart Campbell; 1869-98, John Pearso 
1899-1902, Justus Kreuter 

Treasurers. 1850-68, Stewart Campbell; 1869-71, Robt. Henry; 
1872, Andrew Goetz; 1873-9, Edward Brown; 1880-r, Theobald 
Litt; 1882-95, Wm. Suhring; 1996-0, Robert Brown; 1900+ 
James J. Brown. 

“swessors. — 1850, Patrick Crowley, Richard Coulton, John 
Coulton; 1852, P. Crowley, R. Coulton; 185294, P. Crowley; 185 
John Pearson; 1836, John Malloy; 1857, Ezekiel Henry; 1838, R. 
Coulton; 1859, Daniel McLean; 1860, R. Coulton; 1861, John 
Stock; 1862, D. MeLean; 1863, Andrew Goetz; 1864, William 
Hickey; 1865, Jacob Brunner; 1866, Patrick MeDonald; 1867-8, 
Won. Hickey; 1869, Patrick Hogan; 1870, Win. Subring; 1871, 
Patrick Kelly; 1872, Win. Subring; 1873, Daniel Mahoney; 1874, 
P. Kelly; 4875, F. L. Mennig; 1876, Andrew Goetz; 1877, Chas 

jock 1878-9, Geo. Barthel; 1880, G. Goetz; 1881, Henry Fole 
1882, Peter Kastner, je-; 1883, Thos. Riley; 1884, Bryan Me- 
Donatd; 1885-7, G. Goetz; 1888-90, Paschal Pigeon; 1891, John 
Kelly; 1892, B. McDonald; 1893, George Barthel; 1894, Jacob 
Brunner; 1895, P. Pigeon; 1896-7, J. Brunner; 1898-0, Jacob 
Litt; 1900, Patrick McDonnell; 1901-2, James McDonnell 

Collectors. —1830, Jas. Hamilton; 1851, John Kastner; 1852-3, 
John Pearson; 1854, Jas. Hill; 1855, Patrick Weitt; 1836, Wm: 
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Hickey; 1857, J. Hill; 1858, David Smith; 1859, Henry Kenned 
1860, D. Smith; 1861, Tobias Murphy; 1862, Patrick Hishon; 
1863, James Fitzgibbon; 1864, Florence Malloy; 1863, William. 
Sebring; 1866, J. Brunner; 1867-8, W. Sebring; 1869, William 
Suhring; 1870-2, Jeremiah Crowley; 1873, A. Goetz; 1874, F. 
Malloy; 1875, J. Crowley; 1876, John Malloy; 1877, Geo. Brick- 
‘man; 1878, John Robb; 1879-80, John Kelly; 1881, Geo. Neigh; 
1882, Geo. Kaercher; 1883, Joho Yungblut; 1884, Geo. Goetz; 
1885-j, Jos. Stock; 1888-92, John Yungblut; 1893-4, John Kelly; 
1893, G. Brickman; 1896-98, Patrick McDonnell; 1899, Wm. J 
Henry; 1900-2, Louis Brunner 

Auditors.—1850, Richard Coulton, Duncan McGregor; 1851, 
John Pearson, R. Coulton; 1852, James Woods, Alwyn Sebring; 
. J. Woods, T. A. Sebring; 1834, W. Hickey, D. Mahone} 
1857, Samuel Rollin Hesson, Daniel McLean; 1858, D. McLean, 
S. R. Hesson; 1859, S. R. Hesson, Michael Walsh; 1860-2, F. L. 
Mennig, Patrick Docherty; 1863, P. J. Horgan, F. L. Meni 
1854, F. L. Mennig, Peter Kelly; 1863, D. McLean, F. L. Mennigs 
1866-7, D. McLean, P. J. Horgan; 1868, D. McLean, Patrick 
‘Murphy; 1869, Thos. Brown, F, L. Mennig; 1870, A. Goetz, T. 
Brown; 1871-2, T. Hishon, P. J. Horgan; 1873, D. McLean, Wa. 
Bollert; 1874, Wm. Bollert, P. Hishon; 1875, D. McLean, Wm. 
Bollert; 1876-7, D. Haragan, D, McLean; 1878, John Haragan, 
D. McLean; 1879-80, F. L. Mennig, D. McLean; 1881, Charles 
Dahms, D. McLean; 1882, F. L. Mennig, D. McLean; 1883, T. 
Brown, F. L. Mennig; 1884, Justus Kreuter, T. Brown; 1885-7, 
‘T, Brown, P. Pigeon; 1888, Jacob Herr, T. Brown; 1889, D. 
Haragan, D. McLean; 1890, J. Herr, T. Brown; 1891-2, Jacob 
Litt, T. Brown; 1893, Jas. Crawford, J. Litt; 1894-5, J. Lit, T. 
Brown; 1896, J. Litt, Wm. Ruston; 1897-8, W. Ruston, W. H. 
Coulton; 1899, W. Ruston, F. Siebert; rg00-1, W. Ruston, W. 
H, Coulton; 1902, W. H. Coulton, Joseph Quinlan. 

‘Councillors. —1850, Andrew Seebach, G. Brunner, Alex. Gour- 
lay, Robt. Reid; 1851, Jacob Weber, D. Haragan, Peter Reid, 
Robt, Henry; 1852, P. Reid, John Sebring, Peter Kastner, J 





















































Weber; 1853, P. Kastner, James Whaley, J. Sebring, P. Reid; 
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1854, John Hays, Jos. Miller, J. Weber, Samuel Henry; 1855, 
John Stock, Henry Kennedy, j. Hays, Michael O’Brien; 1836, 
J. Stock, Wm. Whalen, Wm. Hearsnip, John Cavanagh; 1837, 
J. Pearson, J. Miller, P. Kastner, J. Cavanagh; 1858, P. Kastner, 
J. Pearson, J. Miller, Peter Foley; 1859, J. Pearson, P. Kastner, 
P, Foley, Andrew Seebach; 1860, P. Brown, J. Kastner, Morti. 
mer Hishon, Jacob Brunner; 1861-2, J. Pearson, J. Cavanagh, M. 
Hishon, J. Brunner; 1863, J. Pearson, Jos. Dennis, David Smith, 
J. Cavanagh; 1864, J. Pearson, D. Smith, John Malloy, st 
J. Dennis, D, Smith, John Quinlan; 1866, P. Stock, J. Miller, J. 
Quinlan; 1867, P. Stock, J. Cavanagh, Henry Studer; 1868, H. 
Studer, P. Stock, J. Miller; 1869, David Sebring, P. Stock, Pat 
rick McDonald; 1870, D. Sebring, P. McDonald, Wm. Baumbach; 
1871, P, MeDonald, W. Baumbach, Ed. McCaffrey; 1872, P. Mc. 
Donald, Timothy Murray, Thos. Brown; 1873, Jas. MePherson, 
John Carty, T. Brown; 1874, Thos. Brown, T. Murray, Patrick 
Lennon; 1875, T. Brown, August Baumbach, T. Murray; 1876, 
W. McCaffrey, T. Murray, H. Vogt; 1877-8, Jeremiah Crowley, 
Wo. McCaffrey, H. Vogt; 1879-81, Christian Werner, Andrew 
Kuhry, Francis Ruston; 1882, C. Werner, Philip Siebert, Ezekiel 
Miller; 1883, P. Siebert, R. Armstrong, Thos. Keefe; 1884, 
D, L. Kastner, T. Keefe, R. Armstrong; 1885-7, W. H. Coulton, 
D. L. Kastner, J. P. O'Brien; 1888, W. H. Coulton, J. P. OBrien, 
W. Soeder; 1889, W. H. Coulton, Geo, Goetz, W. Soeder; 1890, 
George Goetz, Henry Foley, W. H. Coulton; 1891, W. H 
Coulton, G. Goetz, Justus Kreuter ; 1882-3, W. H. Coulton, H. 
Foley, J. Kreuter; 1894, J. Kreuter, H. Foley, Wm. Simpson ; 
1895, H. Foley, John Yungblut, W. Simpson; 1896, John Kelly, W. 
Simpson, C. Werner; 1897, J. Kreuter, John Kelly, W. Simp- 
son; 1898, J. Kelly, H. Foley, D. Smith ; 1899-1900, J. Kelly, 
H. Foley, Albert Shenck, D. Smith; 1901, H. Foley, Wm. J. 
Henry, J. Kelly, D. Smith ; 1902, Michael Crowley, J. Kelly, 
W. J. Henry, George Brickman, 





































































CHAPTER XVIII 


North Easthope is situated on the extreme eastern limit of Perth 
County. Although first settlement did not take place in this 
municipality, it has priority over all others in having at an early 
day a population whose influence and numbers were such as to 
give the name “Perth” to this new section of country. A very 
large proportion of those pioneers who came into North Easthope 
were from Perthshire, Scotland, With that distinctive love of 
country peculiar to their nation, they determined to perpetuate 
fas far as possible memories still dear to them, Fond recollections 
still went back to Scotland with its hills and glens, and from those 
“Perth” received its name, 














feeling 
In 1829 the first concession of North E 
John McDonald j a further portion in 183: 
pleted in 1835, Its total acreage as stated in the field notes is 
44,642, and was named in honour of John Easthope, of the Canada 
Company, Situated near to those older settlements lying’ east 
ward, and its soil being desirable for agricultural purposes, it had 
for several years # preponderance in population, In 1841, when 
a parliamentary election took place, this township had five voters, 
who walked to Goderich to vote for Mr. Dunlop, the anti-Family 
Compact candidate. These electors, who were also first free- 
holders, were Rev. Daniel Allan, John Stewart, Alex. and John 
Crerar, and John Whitney. It must not be forgotten that the 
umber of votes in a municipality at that period was no indication 
of its population. In those dark days of an oligarchy that drove 
Mr. McKenzie to rebellion in his struggle for Canadian rights and 
Iiberty, those only could vote who had a deed of their property. 








hope was surveyed by 
+ the whole being com- 
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‘These privileges arising from land tenure had been transplanted 
into Canada from Britain, and it required the blood of several of 
her patriot men, with long years of bitter political warfare, to pluck 
them up, root and branch. The Act of 1841 was like the bud on 
a young sapling, to which Governor Head was pleased to refer, as 


he placed his signature to that important piece of legislation, that 
he was creating “suckling republics.” Nine years later came thi 

fall grown tree in the Act of 1850. These “suckling republics 

have produced stalwart men in municipal government, and have 
done more for Canada than Head and those around him tramping 
like gin horses in the narrow circle of an effete feudalism could ever 
have accomplished. 

The surface of this township is varied in aspect. Its soil is 
everywhere good. On its eastern side the land is undulating rather 
than level; in its centeal parts it is hilly. ‘These, in some places, 
rise to a considerable height, giving a picturesque appearance to 
that district. Westward, the surface again becomes undulating, 
gradually subsiding to level near the boundary line of Ellice 

The predominating nationality in a large section of North East- 
hope is Scotch, who naturally introduced that method of agricul- 
ture prevailing in the old land. Circumstances in connection with 
pioneer life determined them to adopt the cultivation of wheat, 
as giving a quick return for their labour. In its adaptability for 
the growth of this cereal, North Easthope could not be excelled 
This was a great advantage in those years, to which may be 
attributed its rapid progress, rather than to particular qualities in 
the people themselves. They also had an advantage in priority of 
settlement, their goods finding a ready market for several years 
from those settlers moving north and west. This was particularly 
so in the case of oxen and cattle. For farm products of this 
description there was no export demand at this time, nor for 
several years subsequently. Cereals had to be hauled to Galt or 
Lake Ontario in many instances, with oxen, occupying over a week 
each trip, Farmers in this municipality were not slow in adapt- 
ing themselves to those innovations that have from time to time 
broken in on what was old established principles. That agricul- 
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ture has reached a high state of perfection in North Easthope is 
apparent from the fact that Mr. George Hyde on two occasions 
carried off the medal awarded by the Government for the best 
kept farm in this western district, embracing several counties. 
This distinguished recognition of advanced agriculture in Perth 
County is an honor appreciated by all. 

The Germans, who are largely settled in the eastern portion of 
North Easthope, are quite equal to their Scotch neighbours in 
advanced agriculture, and are by no means backward in intro 
ducing those new methods which have been found advantageous in 
their calling. 

In nearly every section water is plentiful, and, as in hilly 
countries, springs are more numerous than in other townships in 
Perth County. 

In material for constructing good roads it has an inexhaustible 
supply. Through every section, except a small portion on the 
west side, roads are excellent. In certain places construction has 
been effected with some difficulty. Hills have been cut away and 
valleys levelled up, making easy gradients, over which surplus 
farm products can be removed without hardship. The road 
extending from Shakespeare to Nithburg is an old highway. 
Previous to constructing the Northern Gravel road—through & 
dense swamp, which at that time defied every effort of the hardy 
pioneer,—it was a leading road. Ingress and egress to and from 

















what was known as “The Queen's Bush” and our northern town 
ships was over this highway. The necessities for rest and refresh- 
ments by pioneer travellers led to numerous houses of public 
entertainment being erected for their comfort and convenience. 
Although those old bushmen were not by any means travelling 
through a dry, parched land, wherein no waters be, still they 
required a stronger stimulant than water. Potations required to 
be prompt and effective in action, to sustain them on their weary 
journey in quest of fortune and ahome. To enable them, ther: 

fore, to obtain their libations with frequency and regularity, a 
hotel was established on every cross-road from Shakespeare to 
Nithburg. In those places were obtained copious draughts of a 
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vitalizing fluid that had not a single headache in a barrel of it 
This infused new life and energy into the recipient, enabling him 
to proceed on his way rejoicing. At next corner a further 
augmentation of spirituous energy produced a corresponding 
elevation of soul. ‘This again resulted in an inspiration which 
found vent in songs, which were rendered with such tremendous 
force and energy as sacrificed all indication of melody, if any 
such existed. So he plodded on with his oxen, a fine illustration 
‘of Burns’ lines 

Kings might be blest, but Tam was glorious; 

(Fer all the ills ole victorious, 

Notwithstanding the fact that scarcely a mile of railway has 
been constructed in this municipality, a great portion of it is 
convenient to railway facilities. The G.T.R., with stations at 
Shakespeare and Stratford, affords excellent advantages for ship- 
ment of goods. The Stratford & Huron railway has a station at 
Brunner, where farm produce from Topping and surrounding 
country can be shipped. To these points, therefore, it is no great 
hardship to move surplus produce over such roads as those in 
North Easthope, 

The first settler in this township was David Bell, who located 
in 1832 on lot 20, concession 1. During that year another party 
of Scotchmen arrived from Perthshire. Amongst these were two 
brothers, John and Alex, Stewart; Mrs. McTavish (whose husband 
had died on the voyage, of cholera), and her three sons; Peter and 
Alex, Crerar; George Scott and Donald Robertson. Several of 
these settled south of the Huron road, afterwards removing to 
North Easthope. No one can ever know the awful experiences 
of these poor people in that long tedious journey from their native 
glens in Perthshire till they arrived in the wilderness of North 
Easthope. Mr. Peter Stewart, still living, was one of the party, 
who, at twelve years of age, came with his parents to Canada, 
and describes the scenes of this terrible voyage with all its horrors, 
Several hundred emigrants were huddled together on a small sail- 
ing ship, and for twelve weeks were tossed on the broad, stormy 
Atlantic Ocean, Asiatic cholera had become epidemic in Scot- 
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land, men and women dying in thousands. On arrival at Quebec 
their ship was quarantined, and the horror of their situation began. 
‘The scourge had preceded them. ‘The whole ship's passengers 
were penned up like cattle without shelter, there to remain. The 
plague soon found out the poor emigrants, whose condition made 
them an easy prey to the unsatisfiable conqueror. So the death 
bell began to toll as one after another was laid away, victims 
of this dreadful fatality, A person named Paton advised that they 
be placed in an old vessel, taken into the river, there to be sunk, 
and so end all further trouble. In journeying from Quebec to 
Montreal their boat was frequently rowed ashore, where a few 
gaunt and terror-stricken men opened a grave in the sand, and, 
tuncoffined and unknelled, laid in everlasting sleep some one from 
the far distant hills of Auld Scotland. When Toronto was reached 
the weary heart-broken people still plodded on, leaving behind 
them several new-made graves as silent memorials of that dread 

sof North 

















plague and its miseries experienced by the first piones 





Easthope 

In 1833 came another party from Perthshire, 
James Crerar, Robert Fraser, John Kippan, Donald McNaughton, 
Donald, Duncan, and John Stewart; James and Duncan Fishers 
John Hay, and John McTavish, Another man arrived about this 
period who afterwards became prominent, and was instrumental 
in giving the name “Perth” to this section of the Huron Tract. 
‘This was J. J. E, Linton. In June, 1833, Alexander Hamilton, 
from Roxburghshire, settled on lot 17, con. 31 John Kelly, on fot 
16, con, 2; Robert Patterson also locating in this section at that 
period, In 1832 Mr. George Hyde, who came from Scotland with 
Mr, Bell, Io 
Galt. A yi 
which was his home til his death, 
‘rom 1833 till 1841 settlement was slow, as it was throughout 
the west, the agitation which culminated in rebellion during 
1837, by administrative incapacity, being no doubt largely respon 
sible. This event proclaimed that democratic aggressiveness could 
not longer be restrained. The Act of 1841, therefore, indicated 
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ited on the 2nd concession, afterwards removing (© 


‘r subsequent to this he finally settled on the farm 
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that Government was now about to withdraw the nursing bottle 
from the municipalities. Under certain conditions they were now 
to shift for themselves, No sooner was this policy effected than 
progress became apparent, continuing ever since in a marvellous 
degree. Subsequent to 1840 a large influx of German settlers 
located in North Easthope, who, by their natural thrift and 
industry, have contributed much to develop its material resources, 
Excepting a small section adjoining Ellice, settlement was really 
completed about 1850. 

Prior to 1842 there were no schools in Perth County, excepting 
fone or two private houses where children were taught, Mr. 
J. J. E. Linton has precedence in this profession, having opened a 
private school about 1834, near Stratford. Another school was 
‘opened in North Easthope by a lady whose name I have been 
unable to obtain. In 1842 this township was divided into three 
school sections. The boundaries of these districts will, along 
with other information regarding schools, be found in a chapter 
fon education. It must be noted that while the Act of 184 gave 
4 great impetus to municipal progress, the School Act of that 
year gave as great an impetus to education, For both the people 
were ready, and through both, not only this county, but Canada, 
has derived incalculable advantages. 

In this township are no towns or villages of great importance. 
As the tendency of the greater is to absorb the less, Stratford, on 
its south-west corner, has concentrated in her superior advantages 
almost the entire trade of this wealthy municipality. Before the 
transportation problem was solved by constructing railways, a 
grist mill, and next the inevitable tavern, determined the location 
of a business centre. In these later days opening a railway 
institutes another order of circumstances, which sets at defiance 
the old mill site and tavern as a nucleus for a village or “* corners.” 
Shakespeare, now a place of some importance, lying partly in 
South Easthope, has attained its ascendancy from its being a raile 
Way station. This village was founded in 1832 by David Bell, 
Who settled on lot 20, and was known for many years as “Bell's 
Corners.” ‘The name Shakespeare was first given to 
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by Alexander Mitchell, in 1852. During this year Mr. Mitchell 
was reeve of South Easthope, and, at # council meeting held in 
March, it was decided, on recommendation of the reeve, that 
“Bell's Corners" should be known from henceforth as Shakespeare, 
Although the early days of this place is involved in some obscurity, 
it is certain that its frst building was a log house erected by Mr. 
Hugh Thompson, who was a shoemaker. In connection with his 
operation on the lapstone as a disciple of St. Crispin, he also raised 
a shrine to Bacchus, where weary of thirsty travellers could obtain 
rest and refreshment. A general store was opened in 1849 by 
George Worsley (who opened the first store in Stratford), which 
‘was followed by a blacksmith's shop, built by Alexander Jardine. 
This, again, was soon followed by a waggon shop. Meantime 
Mr. Alexander Mitchell had erected a hotel, in 1848, and was 
really first hotel keeper in Shakespeare. In 1851 another general 
store was erected by Mr. Melntosh, and the village continued to 
expand rapidly, particularly for a few years subsequent to con- 
structing the G. T, Railway. Factories began to spring up, a 
grist mill was built by Messrs, McIntosh and Helmer, destroyed 
by fire in 1863, Although there are excellent mills at present in 
Shakespeare, the disaster to Messrs, McIntosh and Helmer gave 
a setious check to this prosperous community. At present there 
are two general stores, flax mill, grist mill, planing mill, saw mill, 
pump factory, telegraph and express offices, two hotels, and one 
medical doctor, Dr. Whiteman. There are also a number of good 
private residences, indicating thrift and good taste. 

Its location on the Huron Road, and principal highway leading 
north, was most advantageous to its early progress. During the 
settlement of Mornington and a portion of Elma, * Bell's Corners" 
twas the objective point where the pioneer was supposed to bid 
adieu for a time to civilization, and enter on his arduous task of 
hewing for himself a path into the wilderness. In 1848 a post 
office was opened, from which mails to Nithburg and Grant's 
Corners was despatched once in each week. This office was in 
charge of Alexander Mitchell, first postmaster, and was kept in 
his hotel. Prior to its opening, the settlers in the northern and 
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eastern sections obtained their mail from Haysville P. O., in 
Waterloo. 

A good story is told that on one occasion an old pioneer in 
North Easthope, whom we will call Sandy,” was informed that 
a letter from the old country was awaiting him in Haysville. ‘The 
cost of posting a letter at that period from Great Britain amounted 
to several shillings, and was frequently unpaid, as it so happened 
in this particular case. With an intense desire to hear from his 
old home among the hills in Perthshire, Sandy, at early dawn of 
the following day, began a journey of fifteen miles on foot to 
Haysville after the coveted epistle. Money he had none to dis 
charge any demands that might be made as postage. He could 
split rails, however, or log a day or two to the postmaster 
in payment. On his arrival, and announcing his business, 
the lady in charge gave him his letter. It only required a few 
minutes for Sandy to read its contents, while the attendant was 
patiently awaiting payment of the charges, when he quietly 
returned the letter, adding, “he had nae siller, but when he selt 
his potash, of whille he had twa barrels, he would debit the 
amount.” Having imparted this information, he departed with 
all speed for the woods in North Easthope. About three months 
subsequent to this event, another letter from the old land was said 
to have arrived for Sandy. Remembering his former experience, 
after great efforts he succeeded in obtaining a few shillings for 
Postage, as he felt sure that he could not establish a second right 
of possession without discharging all obligations. On presenting 
himself at the post office a couple of shillings was demanded by 
the postmaster, which Sandy promptly paid, and was placed in 
possession of his letter. ‘The surprise of the canny Seot may be 
imagined, however, when he found it was the same epistle he had 
read three months previous, and this plan had been adopted by 
the postmaster to recover his postage. Sandy now became an 
unwilling possessor of his epistle, and the postmaster a willing 
Possessor of his postage. As a sequel to the joke he was invited 
“to a bite” after his long walk, and having satisfied the inner 
‘man, and partaken of a dram, the pipe of peace was smoked 
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between the two, when Sandy wended his way back to the shanty 
on the banks of the Nith. 

“The prospect which presents itself to a traveller from the south 
in approaching Nithburg is beautifol and picturesque, The dense 
frowth of young trees, which seem to cling rather than grow on 
he steep bank of the river as it winds along the bottom of the 
valley} the old mill by the stream, the few remaining cottages 
Jestling amongst the green foliage of the spreading maple, form a 
Uetightfal picture of rural beauty and repose, 

At one period in the history of North Easthope Nithburg was a 
populous and progressive hamlet, It was settled by pionees 
Freon the east, originally from Scotland. In January, 1840, came 
Jonn. Brown and family of five sons, having purchased a large 
Section of land from the Canada Company. Subsequent to Mr. 
Brown, and within a very short period, also located Peter Stewart, 
‘Alexander Grant, William Amos, Robert Amos, William Kelso, 
Joke and Richard Mantey, James Smith, and George Moffatt, 
with rmany others, all locating near the river. During 1843, John 
Brown, sr, erected a saw and flour mill on lots 18 and 19, con. 
Th and which was known for many years as Brown's Mills. 
James Brown, present postmaster in Nithburg, who was manager, 
ize conducted a general store at the mills, and the frst in that 
section, In 1849 he established a weekly mail, although no post 
Sffice was opened, and a lad named John Brownlee was engaged 
fo act as postman, his remuneration being paid by private sub- 
scription among the settlers. Mr, James Brown discharged the 
dutics of postmaster gratis. In 1950, a post office was opened, 
‘vith James Brown as postmaster, which position, he still retains. 
To Me, Brown, therefore, belongs the distinguished honour of 
being the oldest officer in this county, having been postmaster for 
er years, io which honourable position we trust he may long be 
Spared to remain. 

Tn 1848 a survey of Nithburg was made by Frank Irvine, @ 
PALS. who named the new town “Nithburg,” the burg on the 
river Nith, At this point was an excellent water power, and this, 
‘vith several other apparent advantages, drew a large population 
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short time, and lots sold rapidly. In less than two years it 
contained a tannery, distillery, hotel, brickyard, lime kiln, two 
shoemakers, three carpenters, two tailors, masons, and bricklayers 
A general store was kept by Mr. Marcus White. In 1853 a saw 
mill was erected by James Brown, Baird & Co. During 1834 Mr. 
Brown removed to Nithburg from Brown's Mills, taking the post 
office with him, and opening a general store in connection, which 
he has conducted ever since. In 1857 he also erected a flour mill, 
and a carding and woollen mill, and the burg at that period 
attained the zenith of its glory. This mill is still operated, but, as 
the aged postmaster, whose life is so closely connected with the 
place, says, “Nithburg is now only a small village of less than 
00 inhabitants, containing mills, a general store (kept by himself), 
With those other small industries found in a country village.” 

This story of decay in Nithburg is an old one of many villages 
in Canada that were once as prosperous as this hamlet in North 
Easthope. ‘The gradual dismemberment of these places has not 
arisen from a want of energy or enterprise in the people, nor from 
a lack of fertility in the surrounding country, but from other 
causes, which they were powerless to control. Building railroads 
has, in many sections, changed the whole current of trade, and in 
none more so than this little village of Nithburg. ‘To the G.T.R. 
she owes her present depression, now fallen so heavy that she is 
scarcely left the memory of her former greatness. 

Amulree, three and three-quarters miles north of Shakespeare, 
is the centre of a very old settlement—about the first in this 
County—but, from its contiguity to the latter village, has not 
made great progress. At present there is a general store and 
post office, kept by Mr. A. M. Fisher, late township clerk; a hotel 
and blacksmith shop, with other small industries. 

Still further north two and a-half miles is Hampstead, known 
in pioneer days as Grant's Corners. At this point there is a 
general store and post office, and on the rising ground eastward 
@ very fine school building, which seems to add dignity and 
importance, not only to this village, but to the surrounding 
country. 
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As we stated elsewhere, the early settlers of North Easthope 
were largely of Scottish origin, and a prominent ‘characteristic of 
that nationality soon manifested itself in a desire for religious 
ordinances in the old Presbyterian forms. A very few years only 
had passed when Rev. Mr. Rintoul, the first Presbyterian minister 
who ever visited North Easthope, made a missionary tour through 
fa portion of the Huron Tract, preaching in several places, and 
dispensing ordinances amongst the people. 








In connection with Presbyterianism in North Easthope, an 
excellent paper was prepared by Mr. A. M. Fisher, late township 
clerk, copy of which was deposited in the corner stone of the 
new North Easthope church, laid on July 21st, 1892, to which T 
am greatly indebted. ‘The history of Presbyterianism, therefore, in 
this township may be said to begin in 1835, when, during that 
year, and also in 1836, Rev. Donald McKenzie, of Zorra, paid 
Several visits to the settlement, preaching and administering 





religious ordinances. 
In the autumn of 1837, Rev. Daniel Allen, having been sent to 
Canada as a missionary from the Colonial Society of Glasgow, 
under the auspices of the Kirk of Scotland, ratford. 
Shortly after his arrival a call was extended to him from the con- 
gregations of Woodstock and Stratford, which he accepted, and 
's ordained on the 21st day of November, 1838. These 
charges being twenty-five miles apart, and the roads almost im- 











two 





passable, his labors were divided between them, two weeks at a 
time being devoted alternately to each. At this period, the 
settlers in North Easthope constituted a great portion of Strat- 
ford’s congregation. In 1840, the constant strain in administering. 
to two stations so far apart impaired his health, compelling him 
to relinquish one or other of his churches. On the 15th day of 
August of this year he was released from his connection with 
Woodstock, and became minister of Stratford and vicinity alone. 
As being convenient to those people in the eastern portion of 
North Easthope, service was held at schoolhouse No. 2, a log 
building on the corner where the present school building and St. 
Andrew's Church now stands, In 1843, steps were taken by the 
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people to erect a new church, and a site selected. Meantime the 
agitation which had been going on in Scotland for several years 
at last bore fruit in disruption, and the Auld Kirk, with all its 
hallowed associations, was rent in twain. An occurrence of such 
vast importance to the ecclesiastical discipline of a religious body, 
so democratic in character as the Presbyterian, was soon felt even 
in the wilds of North Easthope. Mr. Allen, therefore, bade fare- 
well to the old sanctuary at St. Andrew’s, and added one more to 
those protesting ministers who relinquished so much for con- 
science sake. This retarded church work for a period of two 
years, when the seceding members, whose numbers had been con- 
Siderably augmented, made a second attempt to build a church, 
now North Easthope Presbyterian Church, and on this occasion 
were successful. Mr. Fisher says, ‘many difficulties were, however, 
experienced. ‘The material had all to be deposited on the ground 
by the people ; the brick hauled from New Hamburg in waggons 
and sleds by oxen. At this time it is doubtful if there was one 
span of horses in the whole congregation." ‘These difficulties were 
finally overcome, and 1846 saw erected the first Presbyterian 
Church, at that spot where the present building stands, on lot 26, 
con. 5, During these years this congregation became a separate 
charge, with Mr. Allan as minister, and has been ever since 
known as North Easthope congregation, In the autumn of 1875 
this excellent man, feeling the premonitions of advancing years 
drawing on him, resigned that charge, of which he had been 
founder, returning to his Master the stewardship he had held for a 
long period of 38 years. 

In 1876, a call was extended to Rev, A. Stewart, of Mosa, who 
accepted it, and on January 10th, 1877, was inducted. In 1881 a 
union was formed with Tavistock, a sketch of which will be found 
in our remarks on South Easthope. In a few years another 
arrangement was made, and Mr. Stewart transferred from Tavi- 
stock to Hampstead. In 1892 a new building was erected by 
North Easthope congregation, at a cost of $3,000, where services 
are now held. Rev. Robert F. Cameron is minister ; on the com- 
mupion roll are 81 members, There is also a Sabbath school, 
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with an average attendance of 25 pupils, superintended by Mr. 
A.B. Smith 

Hampstead Presbyterian church is an old congregation, although 
by no means as early as that of North Easthope. A log school- 
house was erected at ‘Grant's Corners,” on lot 20, con. 11, 
which was utilized by several denominations as a place where 
service was held. About 1850, Rev. John Gundy preached to the 
Methodists ; Rev. Walter Miller to the Baptists ; and, several 
years prior to either, Rev. Mr. Allan to the Presbyterians. This 
latter body eventually erected a church, In 18: 

‘was constructed in Wellesley, under the pastorate of Rev. Robert 
D, McKay, who, for a number of years, was minister in Hamp- 
stead and Wellesley. This congregation has now 46 members. 

On lot 15, con. 9, is St. Jacob’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
“Canada Synod.” ‘This mission was organized in 1868, by Rev. 
Mr. Muenzinger. At this period about forty German families 
composed the congregation. On July 15th, 1869, the corner stone 
of the present church was laid, consecration in October following. 
This is an imposing building of brick, whose tall, graceful spire 
harmonizes with the exterior decorations. Its interior arrange- 
ments discover great taste, with comfortable accommodation for 
the congregation. The cost of this edifice was $13,000, At 
present 50 families are in connectioi 
Its present pastor is Rev. C. C. A 
Sabbath school, which is largely attended by young people of his 
congregation. 

Our sketch of North Easthope congregation till the period of 
Gisruption in 1843 is the history of old St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
church, a short distance north of Shakespeare. This is the 
pioneer Presbyterian congregation in Perth County east of Strat- 
ford. Its first elders and promoters were Robert Fraser, John 
Stewart, and George Hyde. Subsequent to 1843, when Rev. Mr. 
Allan withdrew from the “Auld Kirk,” and established North 
wsthope congregation, Rev, David Bell was called to old St. 
Andrew's, service being still held in the schoolhouse. About 1850 
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a place of worship, As stated elsewhere, steps are now in pro- 
gress to erect a new building in Shakespeare, wi 

nodate both congregations in North and South Easthope, long 
since united, and now under the pastorate of Rev. Hugh Cowan, 
Present membership in both is 180. A Sabbath school is also in 
connection, having in Shakespeare 8o pupils, Joseph Freeman 
superintendent ; and at St. Andrew's 60 pupils, George McCallum 
superintendent, 

‘The Evangelical Association church, on lot 3, con. 6, is named 
““Oetzel’s Church,” in honor of Andrew Oetzel, who was its 
greatest promoter and an active worker in advancing its inte 
in early days. With him were associated Mr, Andrew Falk, sr, 
Geo. Neibergall, and Mr. John Hamel, Service was frst held by 
Rev. Mr. Weber in the settlers’ houses, until a school house was 
built. About 1850 a log church was erected, where worship was 
conducted till 1888. During that year the present edifice was 
constructed, at a cost of $3,200. This congregation, from a 
small beginning of a few members, bas now over 50, under the 
pastorate of Rev. Elias Eby: There is also a Sabbath school, 
‘with nearly 70 pupils, conducted by Mr. J. L. Bidt, superintendent. 

‘The church of Lisbon Evangelical Association, on lot 11, con, 
9, was organized about 1850, when services were held in the barns 
and houses of its members. The principal promoters of this 
Association were Louis Paff, George Hipell, Henry Doerr, John. 
Riehl, Baltzar Schmidt, and Henry Falk. Rev. Mr. Halacher 
was first minister. A log church was built in 1860, where worship 
was held till 1895, when a neat brick building was constructed, at 
‘cost of $3,000. At its inception there were about 30 members, 
now increased to 70, with Rey. Elias Eby as pastor. There is 
also a Sabbath school, with about 30 pupils, under John Riehl as 
superintendent. 

‘The Evangelical Association church on lot 11, con, 1, is an old 
congregation, extending back to 1844. The first church was of 
stone, and erected in 1852. Worship was held in this building. till 
1883, when, on its removal, a brick church was erected, at a cost of 
The principal promoters of this Association were William 
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Linglebach, Nicholas Sweitzer, George Kleinknecht, and Charles 
Strossel. Rev. Frederick Sharpley was first minister. A few 
members only at its inception have increased to over 70 at present. 
Rev. Mr. Burn is present minister. ‘The Sabbath school in 
connection with this congregation is one of the oldest in the 
county, having been organized by Mr. Chas. Strossel in 1848, 
The present number of pupils is 80, with Mr. Samuel Reider as 
superintendent. 

Early municipal records in North Easthope are very incomplete 
For 1842, the initial point of all municipal history, there are no 
records. During that period of a district council in Goderich it is 
evident that North and South Easthope formed one district, and 
had no connection with Downie, Fullarton, and Blanshard, as 
stated by local historians elsewhere. Downie, whose records are 
most complete of any in this county, makes no mention of the 
asthopes at a meeting held in January, 1842, Those three 

nd 
transacted such business as was usual at town meetings. It 
will be found in the records of Downie that while this trio of 
municipalities elected one representative, North and South East- 
hope elected Mr. Helmer as another. 

gs were held—on January and and 6th 
respectively, Why two consecutive meetings should have taken 
place to elect officers and pass by-laws, the records do not say. 
‘This meeting, therefore, of “the inhabitants being householders 
and frecholders of North Easthope, held at the school house, lot 
21, con. 2, chose a fit and proper person to serve as district 
councillor, according to the Act 4 and 5 10." The 
township clerk presided, having previously taken the oath before 
J.C. W. Daly, Esq. They proceeded to elect a councillor, when 
Mr. James Cairns was unanimously chosen. 

Several resolutions were also submitted and passed—rst, 
“That this meeting, considering the contentions and dissati 
factions which occur on account of the continued shifting of our 
annual town meeting from place to place (as the magistrates think 
proper to direct), do hereby appoint the schoolhouse on lot 12, 
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con. 2, to be our town hall for holding our town meetings con- 
nected with, or by law required to be holden for regulating affairs 
of North Easthope.” and—"*That the town clerk notify J. C. W. 
Daly and George Gowinlock, magistrates, that the said school- 
house is appointed townhall for this township. 

Other officers elected at this meeting were Duncan Stewart, 
assessor; David Bell, collector ; John McDermid, Jas. Rankin, 
and Christian Summers, wardens ; minor officers were Emil 
Ballard, Thos. Langley, Punsho Windle, Wm. Miller, Archie 
Murray, Christian Nafeiger, H. Hart, P. Anderson, Donald 
Robertson, D. Carroll, Wm. Amos, A. Crerar, Wm. Brown, D. 
Kippen, J. Fisher, Wm. Bradley, H. McDermid, Thos. Sergant, 
Michael Phaclan, William Jackson, Hugh Bates, Timothy Wallace, 

Whitman, and Peter McIntosh, pathmasters. 

In 1844 no district councillor was elected, the writ not having 
been received from Mr. Dunlop, warden of the United Counties, in 
proper time. Town wardens were Peter Melntosh, John Me. 
Dermid, and Henry Cook, In 1843 Mr. George Hyde was elected 
district councillor, being again re-elected in 1846, with Mr. 
James Rankin as colleague, the population having reached the 
number required by law to return a second representative. For 
town wardens, Mr. Joseph Whaley, Christian Summers, and 
James Caines were elected. In 1848 Mr. Hyde and Mr. Rankin 
remained in office. In 1849 Mr. Hyde was succeeded by Alex- 
ander Hamilton, Mr. Rankin being re-elected. Town wardens 
for 1847, Joseph Whaley, Peter McIntosh, and Alexander Fisher. 
In 1848, John Cairns, David Bell, and Peter Crerar. For 1849, 
no record. 

In 1850 were elected as first municipal council for North East- 
hope, T. M. Daly, reeve; Alex. Hamilton, James Rankin; Peter 
McIntosh, and James Patterson, councillors. Mr. James Wilson 
was appointed clerk, succeeding James Patterson, who had stc- 
ceeded Alexander Grant a short time previous. John McDermid, 
Robert E. Patterson, and Duncan Stewart were appointed asses 


sors. James Stewart was appointed collector; C. R. Dickson 
and Charles McTavish, auditors. 

















316 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


I regret to say that a portion of the records of this township 
previous to 1859 I have been unable to discover. During the first 
twenty years of settlement in a new municipality history is rapidly 
made, that being a period when the foundations of its future pro- 
gress are laid, Those names, therefore, I have been able to give 
of the officers who managed affairs in this municipality have been 
procured from old auditors’ reports and the archives of the county 
Clerk in Stratford. It may be said, however, that expenditure on 
public works (although all has been accomplished that was neces 
sary) is far short of the disbursements made in other townships 
lying north of the Huron Road. Those great deposits of road 
material have been utilized cheaply and effectively, and splendid 
roads are found in every section of this township. Its fine rolling 
land has rendered a large expenditure on drainage, except a 
portion in the west, unnecessary. ‘The whole surface is available 
for agriculture, and a disbursement of $4,000 under By-law No. 
220, in 1886, for the central drain, with other small drains, near 
the boundary of Ellice, constitute the whole special fands ex- 
pended for drainage purposes. 

The town hall is a small brick building, two and a-half miles 
north of Shakespeare, and not at all creditable either to the taste 
or liberality of this wealthy municipality. Neither is it by any 
means fattering to its architectural design or interior arrange- 
ments when we say it is about equal to any in Perth County, It 
indicates a strange phase of human nature when we find that a 
rich and populous township, which has expended money lavishly 
on public improvements, building schoolhouses, erecting hand- 
some churches and costly farm buildings, with all those amenities 
co-relative to our advanced civilization, should still retain wretched 
looking hen-coops for government buildings. Any little embellish- 
ment some of these places have received in painting, or otherwise, 
when they were constructed, has long since disappeared. They 
now stand, worn and forsaken looking, as a tenement erected in 




















pioneer days for a party of shantymen, who have now deserted it 
as no longer habitable. 
‘There is one distinctive characteristic of North Easthope electors 
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found nowhere else to so great an extent in Perth County. This 
is confidence in their public men, as indicated by their long ret 
tion in office. Mr. James Trow and Mr. John MeMillan held the 
reeve and deputy-reeveship between them for nearly forty years. 
‘A collector, now over 8o years old, is still on his rounds ; he has 
travelled for forty years. Mr. A. M. Fisher, late clerk, held that 
office for thirty years, now succeeded by his son. Mr. Alexander 
Fisher was treasurer for many long years, while several coun- 
cillors and subordinate officers have long official records, That 
all this should have happened in a township where political feel- 
ings are of a pronounced democratic type may seem strange. If 
wwe consider the idiosyncracies of the Scotch, whose cast of 
thought predominates in North Easthope, this display of conserv: 
tism will be found to be more natural than at first it would appear 
tobe. ‘The democracy of a Scotchman may be summed up in 
three important principals. First, he wants to be let alone. 
Second, he wants to spend his money as he pleases. Third, which 
involves the other two, he wants the governing power to tax him 
exactly as he can afford to pay, he being sole and only judge of 
his financial condition and ability to contribute. Here his de- 
mocracy ends and his conservatism begins, First, what he has 
he wants to keep. He clings to the old faith of his fathers, to the 
old psalms—to Martyrdom and Old Hundred as being the acme of 
sacred melody. His heart and sympathy are aroused when the 
minister on Sabbath day has passed in his prayer that old land- 
mark of supplicating that the Jews be restored to their ancient 
heritage. He feels refreshed when he has reached fourthly in his 
clucidation of original sin, He is in ecstacies when the practical 
application is closed with terrific denunciations on modern innova- 
tions; particularly new hymns and an organ. He is honest in his 
convictions, loyal to his King and country; he never forgets the 
old heather hills far away; he is dogmatic in his faith, persevering 
in his conduct, true to his trust, a good citizen, fond of place 
land power, and sincere in his regard for sacred things. It is this, 
solidity of character which has displayed itself in retention of 
public men. 
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This retaining of certain men io public office for a long term of 
years has a tendency to create an influence for them to which they 
may have no other claim for distinction. Thus, Logan, Fullarton, 
Downie, North Easthope, and one or two others acquired and 
retained an influence at the county council much more effective 
than such townships as Blanshard, which were constantly change 
ing. By retaining an offcer for a period of years he acquires an 
interest and understanding regarding the routine of his business, 
which is advantageous to the public service. I may be permitted 
to say here that the enly case in this county I have found of a 
ratepayer appealing against his own a 

occurred in this township. This was an appeal of John McMillan 
sinst assessment on his income, which, at his request, was 
raised at the court of revision 

Although the population had diminished, the total assessment 
in 1902 had rather increased, being $1,940,220. On this. sum 
about $13,000 is levied and collected annually, over one-third 
being set apart for schools. There are ten school sections, five of 
which are unions. There has been a great diminution of the 
liquor traffic, only two hotels being licensed. 

In 1844, North Easthope contained 1,151 inhabitants (including: 
portion of Stratford), having 4,172 acres under cultivation, In 
1850, the population had increased to 2,080, and 10,000 acres 
under cultivation. In 1859 was produced 33,000 bush. of wheat, 
39,000 bush, oats, 10,000 bush. peas, 19,000 bush. potatoes, 
12,000 bush, turnips, 19,000 Ibs. maple sugar, 8,000 Ibs. wool, 
and 8,000 Ibs. butter. ‘The population in 1862 was 3,129, Strat. 
ford meantime having withdrawn, 

Previous to 1859, I have been unable to obtain any records of 
this municipality. The names of those reeves who sat prior to 
that period have been taken from records in the county clerk's 
oie, 

Reeves. —1851-2, Alexander Hamilton 1853-4, A. Grant; 1855, 
Alex. Hamilton; 1856, A. Grant ; 1857, Alex. Hamilton ; 1858-50, 

Grant; 1861-81, Jas. Trow; 1882-91, John McMillan; 18924 

} 1900-2, Julius Cook, 











sessment as being too low 




















John Hay ; 1897-9, Andrew 
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Deputy-Reeves.—1867-74, James Stewart, first deputy-reeve ; 
1875-81, J. McMillan ; 1882-7, George Hyde 1888-91, John A, 
Fraser; 1892-6, A. Falk; 1897-8, J. A. Fraser. Office was now 
abolished, 

Councillors. 1839-60, William Patterson, Alex. Hamilton, John 
Curtis, John Fisher; 1861, Henry Carroll, J. Fisher, Duncan 
McCallum, Win. Rennie ; 1862, W. Rennie, J. Curtis, J. Fisher, 
A. Grant; 1863, J. Cairns, J. Stewart, Peter Crerar, H. Carroll 
1864-5, W. Rennie, P. Crerar, Peter Stewart, J. Stewart ; 1866, 
W. Rennie, J. Stewart, P. Stewart, Peter McLennan ; 1867, A, 
Fisher, P, MeLennan, P. Stewart; 1868-71, A. Fisher, P. Stewart, 
W. Rennie; 1872, J. McMillan, J. McGuigan, P, Stewart ; 1873, 
J. MeMillan, John Cook, W. Rennie; 1874, J. McMillan, Cornelis 
Quinlan, J. Cook; +875, P. Stewart, C. Quinlan, A. Falke; 
1876-81, A. Falk, Valentine Knechtel, P, Stewart ; 18828, J 
Cook, A. Falk, P. Stewart; 1889, J. Cook, A. Falk, J. Hay? 
1890-1, A. Falk, J. Hay, W. Rennie; 1892, W. Rennie, Julius 
Cook, Peter McDonald ; 1893-6, P. McDonald, W. Crecar, Julius 
Cook’; 1897-8, Julius Cook, P. McDonald, Duncan Stewart; 
1899, Julius Cook, Alex. MeDonald, Jas. Hastings, J. A. Fraser: 
goo-2, John C. Cook, Alex, McDonald, Jas, Hastings, J. A 
Fraser 

Cleris.—1839-60, James Trow ; 1861-2, James Kee ; 1863-70, 
Joseph Whaley (resigned) and Alex, Fisher (appointed); 1871-1900, 
‘Alex. M. Fisher (resigned) and J. D. Fisher, son of A. M. Fisher 
(appointed) ; 1901-2, J. D. Fisher. 

Treasurers.—1839-78, Alex. Fisher; 1879-91, John W. Zinkan 
1852-1903, Jas, MeGillawee. 

lssessors. 1859-60, John Dow ; 1861-5, John Fraser; 1866-76, 
James Patterson ; 1877-0, Henry. Buechler; 1880, J. Patterson; 
1881-83, George Wettlaufer; 1884-5, Joseph McMillan; 1886.9, 
Duncan Forbes ; 1890-3, Stephen Capling ; 1894-8, J. MeDonal 
1899-1902, George Mertylees, 

Colictors. 1856-62, Charles McTavish 1863-1902, William 
Patterson. Mr. Patterson's period of service has only be exceeded 
by one municipal officer in this county—Mr. Jas, Reld, treasurer 
of Mornington. 











320 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


Auditors. —1859, Jas. Patterson, Samuel Rutherford ; 1860, Jas. 
Patterson, John McDermid ; 1861-2, George Brown, Jas. Hamil- 
ton ; 1863-4, Jas. Hamilton, Jas. Patterson ; 1865-70, J. Hamile 
ton, Chas. McTavish ; 1871-5, J. Hamilton, Jacob Kollman ; 1876, 
Duncan Stewart, Thos. Mungovan ; 1877-80, D. Stewart, Jas. 
Brown ; 1881-6, Duncan Forbes, J. Brown ; 1887-9, Alex. Horne, 








Jacob Schamber ; 1890-2, J. Schamber, Jacob Kollman ; 1893-7, 
John Ruppert, Joseph McMillan ; 1898-1902, J. McMillan, Henry 
Herman, 



























































CHAPTER XIX. 


Logan was named in honour of Hart Logan, a director of the 
Canada Company, and first opened for settlement in 1830. In 
January of this year a survey of one concession was made; a 
further portion in 1832; the whole being completed in 1835. It 
contains 53,551 acres, all available for agriculture. Adjoining the 

its surface is undulating, becoming level as it extends 
northwards. In some sections, lying north-east and north-west, 
great swamps existed, whose density and dismal aspect seemed to 
defy every effort at improvement. In these swamps the river 
‘Thames has its source, and they were long thought to be irre- 
claimable. They have of late years, however, been cleared, 
drained, and largely brought under cultivation, affording a means 
of subsistence to progressive agriculturists, where a few years 
ago existence seemed impossible. 

‘This township may be considered highly favoured in comparison 
with those further north in the county. It had an advantage in the 
Huron road being opened at an early date; the first railway also 
extended along the whole front of the municipality. Fifty years 
ago such means of transit were of more consequence than now. 
To-day good roads exist everywhere, rendering transportation of 
farm products not a great difficulty. In these early days swamps, 
crossways, streams without bridges, long dreary stretches of 
forest without human habitation, slow progress with the oxen and 
sled, rendered a short journey a great undertaking. If the pro. 
uct of his few stumpy acres was small, it involved a task in its 
removal perhaps as difficult as any the pioneer had to overcome. 
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By constructing the Logan road in 1857-8, great relief was 
afforded those settlers who had penetrated deep into the woods, 
From east, west, and north they directed their steps to this 
great road, until a stream of traffic passed over it every day as 
‘great in volume as that over any highway in this county. Good 
roads exist now in almost every section of Logan. Material for 
road construction is not plentiful throughout, although in many 
sections a good supply is available. 

‘Agriculture has attained a high standard, all those methods 
being adopted which have led to enhanced profits and a diminu- 
tion of labour in farm life. A system of mixed farming has been 
carried on in preference to specialism. In some sections dairying 
has been successfully carried on for many years; in other portions, 
and I believe those the greatest, different methods have been fol- 
lowed, Notwithstanding that dairying has been profitable in other 
‘municipalities, it is not amongst a number of our farmers a popular 
branch of farming industry. ‘The exacting routine and close atten- 
tion necessary to its successful prosecution is not pleasing to the 
average agriculturist. Skill is not wanting. “The dairy cow is a 
complex animal, and any carelessness or neglect, even of a tem- 
porary character, ot to a slight degree, is distinctly and unerringly 
marked by a diminution in her product. In soils, therefore, well 
adapted to mixed farming, a slight departure from any duty 
demanded by the work on hand is not followed so closely by a 
corresponding retribution as it assuredly is with the dairy cow. 
Where agriculture is skilfully carried on, profits from any system 
will be found about equal in a given period of time. This being 
so, those methods adopted in farm management will always be 
such as to realize a maximum of profit from a minimum of labour. 

Logan has a mixed population of English, Irish, Scotch, and 
German. In certain sections, either one or other of these nation- 
alities predominate, In the district surrounding Brodhagen all 
fare German. At this point were located such families as Schultz, 
Pushelbury, Hildebricht, Kraukopf, Brodhagen, Rock, Jacob, 
and Eckmire, North and west of the Logan road are Scotch. 
Here we find Moffatt, Smith, Lawson, Campbell, Harvey, Mc- 
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Pherson, and Stewart. In the west centre are those of Irish 
extraction—Regan, DeCoursey, Hickey, Cleary, Connelly, Keyes, 
Hagarty, Lynch, Murphy, and Trainor, South, and nearer 
Mitchell, is a mixed population, without a great preponderance of 
any one nationality 

At what time the first settler came to Logan it would be difficult 
to say. Previous to 1841 little improvement had been made, and 
that in the neighbourhood of Mitchell, When a municipal council 
was established in McKillop in 1841, Logan was so inconsiderable 
that it was not represented. In 1842 it had become so important 
as to be attached to McKillop for municipal purposes. 

A few settlers were scattered along the Huron road between 
1830 and 1840, but were so isolated from each other that no 
government had been instituted till 1842, In 1844 Logan had 
134 inhabitants, nearly all in Mitchell, and only 49 acres under 
cultivation. In 1850 its population had increased to 603, including 
Mitchell, with 900 acres under cultivation. In 1849 she produced 
3,000 bush. wheat, 2,700 bush. oats, 4,900 bush. potatoes, 2,900 
bush, turnips, 7,000 Ibs. maple sugar, 2,000 Ibs. butter. In 1861 
her population was 2,257, exclusive of Mitchell, 

In 1842 Tom Coveney had penetrated as far into the woods as 
the second concession, where, for some years, he was “Monarch 
of all he surveyed; his right there was none to dispute,” 
Subsequent to 1845 settlement extended rapidly northward, the 
families of Tubb, Shean, Casey, Murphy, Prineville, Hone 
Leggatt, and McLagan carrying the banner of conquest into 
these unexplored sections. Natural surface conditions, which were 
interspersed with swamps, retarded pioneer operations. It was 
rot till every section of dry land had been settled that the council 
entered into those schemes of drainage which have been productive 
of such beneficial results in transforming the unproductive portions 
into available farm land, 

Postal facilities in Logan are quite equal to those of any other 
Part of this county, although within its limits there are no 
commercial centres of importance. Brodhagen has a saw and 
Planing mill, with general store and post office. This hamlet was 
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founded about 1861, by Charles Brodhagen, who erected a hotel, 
and opened Brodhagen post office in 1863, he being first post 
master, Mr. Brodhagen was a versatile character, specimens of 
which found their way into the backwoods in pioneer days. In 
hhis own proper person he combined the various callings of farmer, 
hhotetkeeper, postmaster, merchant, tailor, bandmaster, music 
teacher, and gentleman, | Notwithstanding his multifarious duties, 
he was equal to them all, discharging the demands-of each in a 
manner creditable to himself. 

‘On the Logan road, three and three-quarters miles east of 

Brodhagen, is Bornholm, the capital of Logan. This village has 
fa good brick hotel, and was founded by Mr, Timothy Hagarty, 
now of Stratford. Here also is a chopping mill, saw mill, store, 
post office, and other branches of business usually found in a 
Country village. Here is also the town hall, where council and 
other meetings are held, A stage passes and re-passes on its 
route between Atwood, in Elma, and Mitchell, affording its 
tizens and those adjacent a daily mail. 
‘The village of Monkton, situate on the boundary line betwe 
Ima and Logan, five miles north of Bornholm, has been noticed 
in the historical sketch of Elma, where a description of its present 
trade and condition will be found. ‘These, with Mitchell on the 
south boundary, of which a separate sketch will be found in this 
work, comprise the trade centres of Logan. 

While the commercial demands of her people have not been 
productive in the establishing and building up of villages, every 
fccommodation has been provided for their religious instruction. 

thurches have been erected in several places of costly material— 
elegant and tasteful in design. A short distance north of Mitchell 
is Willow Grove Methodist church, the present building having 
been erected in 1899, at a cost of $7,000. This structure, which 
is of brick, is somewhat unique in design, and perhaps one of 
the best finished in its interior arrangements of any rural Metho- 
dist church edifice in this county. Prior to Methodist union in 
1883, three churches were located in this vicinity, the pioneer sect 
being Bible Christians. In 1862 a mission of the Methodist 
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church was established by Rev. Mr. Howard, and services held in 
the school house. Subsequent to this union all were merged into 
the existing congregation, under the pastorate of Rev. David 
Moir. At present there are about 32 families in this communion, 
with Rev. J. H. Thompson as pastor. A Sabbath school is a 

conducted by Mr. William Squires, as superintendent. With 

are associated eight assistants, who have in charge about 80 


pupils. Congregational affairs are under a board of management, 
with Mr. Wm. McLagan as secretary. Old settlers in this 
section are Thomas Lake, Arthur Stewart, James Wood, Alex. 
‘Thompson, D. Barr, Wm. McLagan, and Thos. Leggatt. 

Two miles and a-half west is the first Evangelical Lutheran 
congregation of Logan, ‘Missouri Synod.” This mission was 
organized in November, 1858, by Rev. J. A. Hengerer, who came 
through the woods to this point from Ellice. Rev. H. Hoehn, 
who was in charge during 1859, was succeeded in 1860 by Rev. 
C.R. Gerndt. Services were held in the schoolhouse till 1865, 
when the present building was erected at a cost of $1,200. In 
August, 1888, Rev. H.C. Landsky was inducted, and is now in 
charge. A great increase in members has taken place. At its 
inception only 66 formed the congregation now numbering over 
+300 souls. Young people’s classes are also conducted by the 
pastor, at which there is an attendance of about 60 pupils. The 
promoters of this church were Fred. Pinnaka, Henry Eisler, Fred, 
Hildebricht, and George Timlon. 

At Brodhagen is St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran church, 
‘Council of Canadian Synod.” This congregation is a branch of 
the first Evangelical Lutheran church of Logan. To accommo- 
date the residents of this section a building was erected in 1868, 
at a cost of about $1,200. Under the pastorate of Rev. H. 
Weigand this congregation has made great progress, having 
membership now of 600 souls. A Sabbath school is also con- 
ducted by the minister, with an attendance of 135 pupils. In 
conformity to a rule apparently applicable to German congregae 
tions, there is a neat, tidy appearance in the surroundings of their 
church buildings. Characteristic of German homes, comfortable 
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parsonages have been erected for their ministers, and spacious 
sheds for sheltering horses during service, all indicating care and 
attention of the lay managers of these congregations. 

St. Bridgid’s Roman Catholic church, the largest and most 
imposing church edifice in Logan, is situate on the gravel road, 
about six miles from Mitchell, This congregation was organized 
by Rev, Father O'Neil, About 1860 a Catholic mission was 
established at St. Bridgid’s, or rather it was known only as St 
Bridget's, where mass was celebrated under such conditions as 
the log shanty and rude accommodation of the settlers could 
afford. In 186s a frame church was erected, where the people 
continued to worship until their wealth and numbers warranted 
them in constructing a more modern building, in keeping with 
their advanced conditions. In 1899, therefore, was erected this 
fine edifice, at a cost of $10,000. The building is of red brick, 
and most creditable to the Catholics of Logan, A parsonage of 
the same material has also been built for the resident clergyman, 
‘This congregation, which numbers about 8o families, have cer- 
tainly been liberal in contributing of their wealth to construct 
these costly buildings. ‘The parish priest at present in charge is 
Rev. Father Ronan, 

It is worthy of remark how little progress was made in Logan 
for many years subsequent to its being opened for settlement. In 














this it was on a par with every municipality in the Huron Tract. 
Opening the Huron road in 1830 appeared to serve no purpose 
other than creating a highway to Goderich. It is true a few 
people had settled in Stratford, Downie, and the Easthopes pre- 
vious to 1835, but little improvement had been made. Not a 
single school had been established in this county previous to 1842, 
excepting a private one by Mr. J. J. E. Linton. Even during this 
year, when six districts were now defined, they embraced five 
townships in their limits, If immigrants came to Canada at that 
period in avy great volume, they certainly did not reach the 
County of Perth, In no part of Ontario was a larger section 
of fertile land open for settlement, but which was allowed to 
remain untouched by pioneer hands. Perhaps a solution of this 
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problem is to be found in the system of government prevailing 
in Canada at that time. Any occupation is more suitable for a 
ruling power than acting as a dry nurse. This system had 
apparently obtained in Great Britain from time immemorial until 
that great awakening in Corn Law repeal. Paternal government 
lost the United States to Britain. It nearly lost Canada in 18: 
Itis intolerable to the genius of America, and, wherever attempted, 
has been followed by signal failure. Prior to 1841, Canadians 
suffered by the sucking bottle system, and it was not till those 
principles advocated by Mr. MeKenzie were put in operation that 
political action was directed to more liberal and democratic 
measures. Whether this may have caused our present pro- 
gressiveness or not, it is certain that subsequent to introducing 
municipal legislation, in 1841, our development has been such as 
never was previously experienced in this country. Another fact 
remains to be stated, that to reach a man's highest manhood 
you must place him in a position of responsibility, Without the 
franchise he is a machine; with it he is a living factor in human 
progress. The Municipal Act placed on men the responsibility of 
self'government, making an appeal to their manhood which has 
culminated in such an advance in fifty years that we view it with 
wonder and amazement. 

On the 3rd day of January, 1842, the first town meeting was 
held, at the house of William Lee, in which Logan took part, 
having been joined to Hibbert and McKillop for municipal pur- 
poses during the previous year. At this meeting a contest for 
councillor, between Messrs. John Hicks and Archibald Dickson, 
took place. A poll having been demanded, and taken forthwith, 
the chairman declared Mr. Dickson to have a majority of votes. 

No alteration was made in their arrangements, and these 
townships remained as one electoral district until 1844, During 
that year a separation took place, and the first meeting was held 
for Logan in 1843. At this meeting Mr, John Hicks was elected 
district councillor, and Mr. Peter Shean township clerk. In 1846 
a meeting was held at Mitchell, in the house of Me. John Hicks, 
and “by virtue of a warrant under the hands of Thomas Mercer 
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Jones and J. C. W. Daly, two of Her Majesty’s justices of the 
peace, for the purpose of electing officers for the current year, 
Mr. John Hicks took the chair. Mr. Peter Shean was again 
elected clerk. Mr. Thomas Freeman was chosen assessor, and 
Mr. Edward Prindeville collector. The town wardens : Samuet 
Grimes, Thomas Hill, and William Boles. Eight pathmasters 
were elected : Thomas Hill, William Atkins, John Hicks, John 
Robb, James Shean, William Shean, Edward Lynch, and Patrick 
Collins, ‘The first poundkeepers were John Pierce, William Gill- 
trap, and John McWhinney. Fenceviewers: Arthur Murphy, 
Thomas Hill, Henry Camden, and Francis Siver. On the fifth 
day of January, 1847, the town meeting was held at the house of 
John Hicks, when Peter Shean was chosen clerk ; John Hicks, 
Esq., councillor ; Thomas Freeman, assessor; Arthur Murphy, 
collector, and Samuel Grimes, William Atkins, and John Hugo, 
appears 

for the first time the name of one of Perth's grand old pioneers, 
Mr. Tom Coveney, who began a municipal career extending over 
filled every office in 














wardens, In the elections for pathmaster at this mecti 








50 yeats, During this period Mr. Covent 
municipal government, from that position to which he was now 
appointed, to the highest —as warden of the county. At this 


meeting was submitted the first statement of accounts for Logan, 








as follows: 


4s 4 
Balance on hand from 1846 1313338 
To cash from treasurer, 1847 ro 30 


Per contra, 
Paid William Shean, by order of John Hicks, 
h George Byers, by order of John Hicks, 7 





Balance on hand 
Audited and found correct, by T. B. Woodruff, 


On the ged day of January, 1848, the frecholders and house- 
holders met at the house of John Hicks, Mitchell, Mr. Peter 
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Shean in the chair, Mr, Shean was again elected clerk ; Mr. 
‘Thomas Freeman, assessor, and Mr. Arthur Murphy, collector. 

At Mitchell, on the first day of January, 1849, was held in the 
school house the annual meeting of freeholders and houscholders 
of Logan, Mr. John Hicks in the chair, Peter Shean was again 
chosen clerk; Thos. Freeman, assessor, and A. Murphy, collector, 
Town wardens were John Humbertson, Thomas Hill, and Henry 
Camden, This meeting closed the system of municipal govern- 
ment introduced by the Act of 1841, and 1850 brought in a new 
and more comprehensive method, productive of much good to the 
people of Canada, and which, with a few unimportant amendments, 
still remains, 

‘The frst mecting of the municipal council of the united tows 

1s of Logan, Wallace, and Elma, which, at that period and 
until 1857 were under one municipal government, was held at the 
school house in Mitchell. On this occasion there were present Mr, 
John Hicks, who was chosen reeve, and Messrs. Robert Christie, 
Patrick Collins, Edward Prindeville, and William Bull, councillors. 
With a due regard to those responsibilities they had assumed, the 
council, fearful no doubt of committing themselves to a course of 
action not clearly legal, passed a motion, “That if any of oar 
transactions at this meeting be out of order, that we may revise 
them at our next meeting of the council." Carried unanimously. 
At a meeting in February, Peter Shean was appointed clerk 
Robert Byers, assessor; Thomas Freeman, collector; auditors, 
Tom Coveney and Thomas Matheson. At a later period Mr. 
Edward Greensides was appointed treasurer. It was decided also 
that a seal should be procured, “about the size of a British 
shilling, bearing the arms of Logan, emblazoned with a yew tree 
and arose.” A resolution was also passed inflicting a penalty of 
not less than ten shillings on any councillor who may absent him- 
self from the board without good and sufficient reason. In March 
Mr. Shean was succeeded in the office of clerk by Mr. Robert 
Cana; and Mr. Byers, the assessor, by Mr. Henry Camden. 
‘The council, having appointed officers, proceeded to fix their 


salaries :—Clerk, £6, 10s. (with a saving clause that his services 
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should be reconsidered at the close of the year) ; assessor, £4 on 
every L100 of assessed value ; treasurer, £2, 105. per annum ; 
auditors, 5s. each per day ; surveyor, 108. per day ; collector, 4%; 
superintendent of education, £1 for each school ; councillors, 
each, 5s. per day. Rev. Charles Fletcher, superintendent for the 
United Counties, was retained in that position, On June asth, 
1851, was passed a by-law levying £32, 10s. on all taxable pro- 
perty in Mitchell school section, to pay teacher's salary and liquid 
ate a debt on their school house 
Logan made provision for a public library, £20 being 
granted for that purpose, with the clerk as librarian. He was to 
attend every alternate Saturday from 10 o'clock a.m. till 7 in the 
evening, in the discharge of his official duties. This institution 
was not successful. To render its benefits convenient to all it 
was ultimately placed in four divisions. Mrs, Biles was appointed 
librarian in the first division, Mrs. Coveney in No. 2 Mrs. Horni 
brook in No. 3, and Mrs. Cana in No. 4. Compensation granted 
to these officials for performance of their duties was £t.y 58. per 
It has been a custom in too many instances for ignorant and i 
bred people to sneer at the educational acquirements of our old 
pioneers. If, in Logan, seven out of fifteen officers signed their 
ames with the orthodox “his + mark”, they were neither better 
nor worse than many old settlers in this country. Want of educae 
tion was their misfortune, That it did not impose insuperable 
difficulties in the work they had to do is evident from what they 
accomplished. That they felt its want is evinced by their conduct 
in providing libraries for those who could read. If their neigh 
ours became more intelligent by these means they would gain 
by their acquirements. Their desire for education was further 
exemplified in building schools for training their children, and in 
that noble pride with which they marked the success of some one 
who had laid the foundation of his education in the old log school 
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at his nearest corner. 
From 1844 to 1856 no important acts were passed, Council 
confined their duties to appointing officers, making culverts, 
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regulating statute labour, and making such improvements on 
highways as were necessary under the conditions obtaining in 
‘@ new country. Meantime Mitchell had become a town of im- 
portance, and the shipping point, not only for Logan, bat also of 
Elma and Wallace, It was not for many years subsequent to 
1856 that railway conveniences were extended to those back town- 
ships by constructing the southern extension of the W., G. & 
B. Railway to Atwood. Products from that back country, there- 
fore, passed down the centre road of Logan, creating an immense 
traffic. Small grants of county funds were made from time to 
time, and appropriated to the repair and maintenance of this road, 
but these were so inconsiderable in proportion to the work 
required to be done that very little perceptible improvement was 
made. In May, 1856, the council took into consideration the 
question of passing a by-law to borrow £11,000 for improvement 
and construction of a gravel road extending’ from Mitchell north- 
ward through Logan and Elma, and for improvements of high- 
ways in those townships generally. According to the preamble 
of this by-law, Logan, Elma, and Wallace had a total assessment 
in 1855 of £105,267, or $421,068, about one-fifth the assessed 
value of each at the present day. Although Wallace is included 
in this by-law, it does not appear that any appropriation was made 
in her interest. Hitherto this township had contributed very little 
to the finances of the united municipalities, and the assessors in 
1854 were instructed not to assess unsurveyed lands in that town- 
ship. If this by-law was not retroactive, it was strongly prospec« 
tive, and must have been based on unbounded confidence in the 
future prosperty of those sections affected by its provisions. That 
a loan was raised on a total value of £105,267, which, at the end 
of twenty years (the time specified i the by-law) would require 
£24,200 (or $100,000) to discharge the obligations it entailed on 
the people, indicated a confidence and a determination that they 
would succeed, which is truly surprising. It was passed, however, 
and on August goth, 1856, Logan became responsible for her first 
debt. To give effect to this act the council proceeded in its first 
great work, constructing the Logan Gravel Road, which was 
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nearly completed in 1857. Building this road was a great boon, 
not only to Logan, but to Eima also, in supplying highway, 
over which people were enabled to move produce to market at all 
seasons of the year. ‘The lowest tender for this contract was that 
of Mr. A, A, Clothier (who became associated with T. M. Daly), 
amounting to £8,930, to whom it was awarded. When the road 
was finally completed further claim for extras was submitted by 
the contractors, amounting to about £500, which was allowed by 
the board 
Tn December, also of this year, a petition was presented by 
Mitchell people’ praying that @ census be taken with a view £0 
incorporation, Subsequent to this incorporation, which was made 
jn 1857, various complications arose between the two munici- 
palities regarding existing liabilities and the gravel roads to be 
assumed by each, Logan submitted a demand for £2,500 as an 
equitable adjustment. To this claim Messrs. Matheson and Hicks, 
who acted for Mitchell, demurred. They asked that, preparatory 
to settlement, a full statement of claims be laid before them, 
Logan in turn objected, and asked for arbitration. Mitchell's 
representatives pointed out that in their opinion £97, 16s., od. 
would be a fair and equitable adjustment, which they were pre- 
pared to pay. Negotiations were now broken off, Logan refusing 
farther discussion on a question where both parties were decidedly 
Apart in their views. An amicable settlement was ultimately 
reached by Logan assuming the liability for completing. the 
Logan road. This amounted to £1,625. It was further decided 
that this agreement should be ratified by both parties, Mitchell 
paying the township 125 as her share of debt on that portion 
within the town limits 
In November another by-law was passed authorizing a further 
issue of debentures for £1,250 to complete the road ; last loan 
for gravel road improvement. In January, +838, two toll gates 
were erected, No. 1 near Mitchell, and No, 2 a short distance 
north of Hagarty's hotel, at Bornholm. Tolls were collected for 
several years at those gates, until action was taken by the county 
In 1868 Mr. D. D. Hay presented a 




















for their removal 
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report recommending the county to assume all gravel roads, and 
remove the gates, These recommendations were accepted by the 
county, and the gates removed. The county council afterwards 
divested itself of these roads by placing them under the control of 
the municipalities, where they have remained ever since. 

We may be permitted to say, before taking leave of this subject, 
that placing toll gates on public roads was unpopular from their 
inception, A direct impost of this kind was not in harmony with 
the feelings of democratic Canadians. The experience of this 
township with toll gates was of a piece with all other sections of 
this county. A tax demanded every five miles, for travelling a road 
made by their own money, was contributed grudgingly by the 
people. This tax never exceeded $2,000 per annum, which might 
have been taken from the general fund, The gates were sold by 
auction each year to the highest bidder. Competition induced from 
strangers higher prices than could be afforded with any margin of 
profit for their labour as collectors. The lessee frequently could 
not discharge his obligations, and the council had recourse to his 
sureties, always an unpleasant measure, often leading to hardship. 

To obviate these difficulties and release themselves from further 
responsibility in this matter, another and more doubtfial course 


was adopted. This was leasing the road or farming. its franchises, 
This highway was, therefore, leased to Mr. S. Hornibrook for 
$1,001 per annum, who was to keep it in repair, and collect those 
rates imposed or authorized by the council, ‘This plan opened 

avenue for discontent and litigation. However satisfactory 


the roadway may have been while it remained under municipal 
control, it became in wretched condition in a surprisingly short 
period after it passed into the hands of Mr. Hornibrook, so it was 
alleged. At the termination of one year complaints were loud and 
deep, and extreme measures were threatened unless it was placed 
in good repair. The lessee pointed out that there was no cause 
for complaint, the highway being in much better condition than 
when it came under his management. A law suit would un- 
doubtedly have resulted had not the county council solved the 
problem. ‘This body proposed to buy the road, offering therefor 
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$10,000. The council could not see their way clear to disposing 
of a piece of property that would actually cost no less than 
$100,000 before the debt was liquidated, and of which sum at 
least $50,000 was still due. Wise counsels, however, prevailed, 
and it was sold. This agreement made with the county 
afforded an excellent opportunity for Mr. Hornibrook to retaliate 
on the council, His lease had not expired, and he was, therefore, 
entitled to some consideration for cancellation of his contract 

He asked $430. The council considered this such an exorbitant 
demand that they would not even consent to negotiate. A settle- 
‘ment had to be made, and the matter was referred to arbitration 
(Mr. D. D. Hay being one of the court), and subsequently disposed 
of in a manner satisfactory to all parties. This did not end the 
gravel road question in Logan. When the county council assumed 
the toll roads, it was no doubt intended to restore them to the 
municipalities in which they were located. This method placed 
them under the immediate jurisdiction of local councils, who could 
apply statute labour in keeping them in repair. A deed of this 
Logan road was, therefore, sent to the council. Such had been 
their experience with gravel roads that if a bombshell had been 
laid on the table it could not have created greater consternation 
than this innocent looking document. With trepidation and fear 
the council passed a motion that their legal right, as expressed in 
this document, should be returned from whence it came. Having 
disposed of this important affair, they gradually ‘resumed a 
demeanor of grand and dignified repose. This action of the 
county council removed gravel road questions from municipalities, 
and the wisdom which brought about these results is appreciated 
by every ratepayer in this county to-day. 

1859 was a darie and gloomy one for Logan, as it was for all 
sections of this county. A failure of crops in the season previous 
brought great hardships to many a struggling and deserving 
family, A circumstance of this kind now does not seriously injure 
fa progressive farmer. Forty years ago it was very different., 
When the balance constantly wavered between success and irre~ 
trievable disaster, the beam was easily turned in that direction 
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which rendered vain all effort to restore it to its wonted level. In 

this township 170 applications (or one in every three of its settlers) 
‘was sent in for relief from the fund opened by the county council. 
Who can tell the misery and patient suffering in those lonely 
shanties, even at that late day, amongst our old pioneers? Ah! 
Yes; who can tell? God only knows. 

Conditions in Logan at this period were such as might have 
caused uneasiness in her public men. She had incurred heavy 
liabilities in constructing gravel roads, which would require years 
to liquidate. A failure of crops in 1858 had placed one-third of 
her farmers as recipients of relief. ‘Those great swamps where 
rivers have their source, comprising one-fifth of her area, were 
still unproductive, except in malarial diseases, Notwithstanding 
these difficulties she still retained confidence in ultimate success, 
To this feeling we must attribute that aggressiveness which has 
Drought about such great results as are now found in this 
township. It required some years to place her pioneers in such 
conditions as warranted any further outlay, and excepting a new 
town hall, erected in 1869, none were incurred. 

In 1880 it was determined to inaugurate a system of drainage, 
which has been productive of great and lasting good. By adopt- 
ing this policy thousands of acres have been rendered productive 
which were once considered as beyond reclamation. If large 
sums have been spent for this purpose, no better investment could 
hhave been made, A largely increased assessment roll is proof of 
this result. A loan of $12,482 was, therefore, obtained as a test 
of this new scheme. A first effort was singularly effective, 
Further sums were obtained, until a total of $30,000 has been 
invested, effecting a marvellous improvement, Tt is not a matter 
of historical value where and how this amount has been expended, 
It is enough to know that every acre in Logan is now, or soon 
will be, available for agricultural purposes. 

By raferring to the auditors’ report of 1901, liabilities for drain 
age amount to $3,120, with an expenditure during that year of 
$2,660. The total receipts set forth by this audit amount to 
$28,810, a very large sum, indeed; of which $17,284 was raised 
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by taxation, ‘There is still a portion of unimproved land, which 
is assessed at $16,650. As in all rural municipalities, population 
in this township has decreased, being at present 2,807. 

‘School buildings being of recent construction, are equal to any 
in Perth County, As in other townships, Logan council has had 
‘a constant source of annoyance in forming, altering and extending 
school sections. Present arrangements are a division into ten 
districts, with several unions and one separate school. 

‘While the people have not been characterized by strong temper 
ance proclivities, this township never had more than four hotels, 
—at present only two. In every section now are evidences of 
wealth and comfort, and her people seem refined, contented, and 
happy, with a high standard of morality, and a laudable reverence 
for the sacred principles of Christianit 
in Perth County. 

We submit a list of public men and their periods of service from 
1850 to the present — 

‘Reeves. —1850, John Hicks ; 1851, Wm. Rath; 1852, John C. 
‘Smith ; 1853-3, Robert Christie ; 1856-7, Thos. Matheson ; 1858, 
Robert Jones; 1859-61, Alexander Campbell ; 1862-79, R. Jones ; 
1880, Tom Coveney ; 1881-91, R. Jones; 1892-5, T. Coveney ; 
1896, John Benneweis ; 1897-1901, Wm. McKenzie; 1902, John 
Rudolph. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1863, Henry Metcalf (first deputy) ; 1864-5, 
Jas. Murray; 1866-9, Robert Keyes ; 1870-4, Wm. Etty ; 1875-6, 
Wm. Thompson ; 1877-8, R. Keyes; 1879, Philip Siebert ; 1880, 
George Rock ; 1881-2, Alex. Stewart ; 1883, John Linton ; 1884, 
Francis Jacobs ; 1885, Jas. Woods ; 1886, George Adams ; 1887, 
Stephen F. Hickey; 1888-9, Tom Coveney ; 1890, R. Keyes 
1891-2, Gustave Eisler ; 1893, John Francis ; 1894, John Ritz; 
1895-6, Thos. Reidy ; 1807-8, J. Francis. 

‘Councillors. —1850, Edward Prindeville, Wm. Bull; Robert 
Christie, Patrick Collins ; 1852, Jas. Carpenter, Thos. Alcock, 
Richard Hill, P, Collins ; 1852, Oliver McArthur, R. Hill, E. 
Prindeville, Jas. Carpenter; 1833-4, T. Collins, Thos, Matheson, 
J. Hicks, W. Smith; 1855, J. Hicks, Thos, Matheson, P. Collins, 
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Jas. Campbell ; 1856, J. Hicks, R. Christie, John Henry, P. 
Collins; 1857, P. Collins, Peter Shean, R. Christie, J. Heary ; 
1838, Alex. Campbell, P. Collins, J. Henry, Zachariah lig: 
son; 1859, P. Collins, John Wade, Alex. Purser, Wm. Robb; 
1860-1, Robert Jones, P. Collins, A. Purser, Wim. Robb; 1862, 
Alex. Purser, H. Metcalf, Samuel Hornibrook, David Oughton ¢ 
1863, A. Purser, S. Hornibrook, Wm. Robb; 1864, 8. Horni, 
brook, Henry Kenoke, Christian Saakell; 1865, C. Saakell, R. 
Keyes, H. Metcalf; 1866, Wm. Robb, J. Wade, G. Rock; 185), 
G. Rock, Jas. Edwards, P. Shean ; 18689, G. Rock, Alew 
Stewart, Wm. Etty; 1870, A. Stewart, Wim. Thompson, G. 
Rock ; 1871, G. Rock, A. Stewart, P, Shean; 1873, G. Rock, 
Wim. Thompson, Wm. Robb; 1873, Wm. Robb, Wm. Thompson, 
Alex. Stewart; 1874, Alex. Stewart, G. Rock, Arthur Stewart ; 
1875, Wm. McLagan, G. Rock, John Hagarty ; 1876, G. Rock, 
J, Hagarty, Philip Siebert; 1877, Alex. Stewart, Wm. McLagan, 
Philip Siebert; 1878, Wm. McLagan, G. Rock, J. Francis 
1879, Wm. MeLagan, G. Rock, Alex. Stewart; 1880, P 
Siebert, Adam Cook, R. Keyes; 1881, R. Keyes, J. Linton, 
Wn. Smith ; 1882, Ri Keyes, J. Linton, Wim. Bryne; 1883, 
Keyes, Wm. Bryne, J. Francis; 1884, Jas. Wood, George Adam, 
Stephen Nicholson ; 1885, Francis Jacob, S. Nicholson, G. Adamy 
1886, Jas, Woods, Stephen F. Hickey, Chas. Querrengesser 
1887, Chas. Querrengesser, G. Adam, Henry Tubb; 1888, G. 
Adam, R. Keyes, Wim. Bauer; 1889, R. Keyes, Wim. Bauer, 
Gustave Eisler; 1890, Jas. Wood, G. Eisler, Wm. Bauer ; 1891, 
Wm. Smith, Wim, Bauer, Thos. Reidy ; 1892, Wm. 5. Smith, 
Thos. Reidy, J. Francis; 1893, Thos. Reidy, John Ritz, Louis 
Beckers 1894, Thos. Reidy, L. Becker, Wm. Harvey; 1895, 
Win, McKenzie, J. Ritz, Wm. S. Smith ; 1896, Wm. McKenzie, 

J, Ritz, J. Francis 1897, R. A. McLagan, Wm. S. Smith, John 
Rudolph; 1898, Wm. S. Smith, J. Rudolph, Patrick Bohan: 
4899, J. Francis, J. Rudolph, P. Bohan, Wm. S. Smith; 1900. 

J. Rudoiph, Win. Thompson, Jas. Moffatt, P. Bohan ; 1902, Jas, 

Moffatt, P. Bohan, J. Ritz, T. A. Wood. 

Clerks. —1850, Robert Cana, 1854-2, William Bell; 185 





































































































340 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 





R. Cana; 1859-66, Wm. Smith ; 1867-76, Tom Coveney 1877-89, 
Wm. Featherstone ; 1890-1902, Francis Jacob. 
Treasurers. 1850-6, E. Greensides (resigned), E. J. Woods ; 





1859, Thos, Matheson ; 1858, Robert Christie; 1859, Thos. Hill, 
sr; 1860, Wm. Smith; 1861-2, Thos. M. Murray; 1863-76, 
Thos. Leggatt ; 1877-96, Thos. Pascoe ; 1897-9, William Squires 
1900-2, T. M. Linton 

MIsseesors, 1850, Henry Camden, Wm. Carter; 1851, Thos, 
Kiterson; 1852, Patrick Collins ; 1853, Joseph Kiterson ; 1854, 
Jas, Campbell; 1853, Wn. Smith ; 1856, Jas. Campbell 5 1857-8, 
John Homnibrook ; 1839, Jobn Aikins ; 1860-2, Thos. Leggatt; 
1863-4, John Purser ; 1865, Thos. Elliott ; 1866, Tom Coveney ; 
185), Wm, Thompson ; 1868-9, John Dwyre, Henry Mordie ; 
1870-2, Jeremiah Regan; 1873, John Dwyre; 1874) J. Regan 
187g, Thos. Elliott ; 1876, Alex. Stewart ; 1877, J. Regan; 1878, 
WA, Pendergrast ; 1879, Wim. Thompson ; 188, Wm, C. Smith; 
188125, J. Regan ; 188, Wm. McLagan ; 1885, J. Regan ; 1886, 
J. Duyre, 1887-8, J. Regan; 1885-00, J. Dwyres 1801, RJ 
Bares 1892-6, J. Dwyre; 1897, R. J. Barr; 1858-1902, S. J. Swin- 
burne. 

Collectors:—1850, Thos. Freeman ; 1851-5, Peter Shean ; 18: 
Jas: Kiterson; 1857, Edward Prindeville; 1858, John Henry, sri 
8e9-61, John Kenneys 1862-3, John Hornibrook; 1864-71, Arthur 
Stewart 1872, Michael Collins; 1873, Jeremiah Regan; 1874, 
Thos, Elliott; 1875-6, John Wade; 1877, Stephen Hickey; 1878, 
Francis Jacob ; 1879, S. Hickey; 1880, F. Jacob; 1881-5, Arthur 
Stewart 1886-96, Wm. Busfield ; 1897-1902, Thos. Reidy. 

“fuditors.—18so-1, Tom Coveney, Thos. Matheson; 1852, Thos. 
Wm. Matheson; 1853, Alex. Christie, Adam Mulhol- 
, Tom 



























Matheson, 
Jand; 1854, Tom Coveney, John Cumberland; 1855 
Coveney, Jobn C. Smith; 1857, Alex. Campbell, J.C. Smiths 
1858, Wen. Robb, J. C. Smith; 1839, Tom Coveney, Jas. Prinde- 
860, R. Christie, John Quinsey; 1861, R. Christie, R. J 
‘Smith; 1862, Tom Coveney, J. Quinsey; 1863, Jas. Wilson, Wm. 
‘Stewart; 1864, Jas. Wilson, Wm. Prindeville; 1865, Tom Coveney, 
Wan. Robb; 1866, Jas. Wilson, J. Quinsey; 1867, Jas. Wilson, J. 











ville; 











Aikens ; 1868, J. Quinsey, J. Kenney; 1865, J. Smith, J. Quinseys 
1870-1, J. C. Smith, Jas. Prindeville; 1872, Jas. Wilson, J. Wade; 
1873, J. Wade, J. Waugh; 1874, Francis Jacob, Richard Sarvis; 
1875, F. Jacob, Jas, Prindeville; 1876, J. Waugh, Richard Sarvis; 
1877, F. Jacob, Thos. Pascoe; 1878, J. Aikens, Peter Shean; 1879, 
Louis Pushelbury. W. S. Smith; 1880, L. Pushelbury, J. Prinde- 
ville; 1881-3, L. Pushelbury, Peter Campbell; 1884, J. Waugh, L. 
Pushelbury; 1885-7, L. Pushelbury, T. Campbell; 1888-9, T. Camp- 
bell, W. S. Smith’ 1890-2, L. Pushelbury, 7. Campbell; 189; 
John Rudolph, J. Aikens;’ 1895-6, J. Rudolph, Chas. C. Rod 
1897, J. Aikens, Wm. Rock; 1898, Marvin Leake, T. W. Pushel 
bury; 1899, M. Leake, C. C. Rock; 1900, T. W. Pushelbury, ML 
Leake; 1901, T. W. Pushelbury, M. Leake; 1902, C. C. Rock, 
Marvin Leake 






























































CHAPTER XX. 


Elma, the largest township in Perth County, was named in 
honour of Lady Elma, a daughter of Lord Elgin, who was at 
one period Lieutenant-Governor of Upper and Lower Canada. It 
was surveyed in 1848 by Mr. James W. Bridgiand, but not 
approved by the Government till 1853, when, on a report made by 
Mr, John Grant, P.L.S., it was entered for sale in 1854. All 
that portion comprising from the first to the tenth concessions was 
set apart as school lands. This section amounted to about 40,000 
acres. The balance of the township was held simply as Crown 
land, 

Elma is now considered one of the best townships in this 
county, although for many years its aspect to an ordinary settler 
was not encouraging. Neatly everywhere it is an unbroken level. 
‘A large portion is not even undulating. In no portion does its 
surface rise to such a heighth as, by the most reckless application 
fof terms could be denominated a hill, Somewhat less than fifty 
years ago it was considered an irreclaimable swamp. Here, as in 
Other sections of our county, pioneer hands have triumphed over 
nature, removing all obstacles to success. Splendid farm build~ 
ings, fences, good roads, and good schools, are trophies of their 
lunticing perseverance and skill. A system of drainage has been 
inaugurated which has transformed Elma, rendering every acre 








available for agriculture. It is an established fact, well known to 
Canadian farmers, that swamp land, when such vegetable matter 
‘as has accumulated on its surface has been removed by fire or 
otherwise and properly drained, affords a soil inexhaustible in 
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fertility. Of this character is a large portion of Elma, Lands in 
the townships south of the Huron road produce in proportion 
to their manurial support, while lands in this municipality will 
retain their fertility for an indefinite period without those stimu- 
lants necessary on heavy clays. 

Evidences are yet noticeable of early settlement on many high= 
ways, in the remains of old crossways, These corduroy roads 
hhad been constructed by the laborious efforts of old settlers as a 
means of traversing the swamps which abounded everywhere. 
As sometimes happens in level lands, road material is fairly plenti- 
ful, ‘This has led to rapid improvement in roadways, which are 
not inferior to the average highway in Perth County. The 
system of agriculture pursued by the people of Elma was one 
admirably adapted to their condition and the nature of their land. 
In 1868 Mr. D. D. Hay established a private cheese factory, with 
thirty cows. At this period, also, Hon. Thomas Ballantyne had 
introduced co-operative dairying into this county, at Black Creek, 
near Stratford. In 1868 Mr. A. J. Collins, now of Listowel, who 
was owner of lot 15, concession 6, called a meeting preparatory to 
establishing a factory. In the ensuing year Mr. Robert Cleland 
and Mr. Robert Turnbull opened other factories, The success 
attending their efforts inspired others. Co-operative factories 
were soon opened at Monkton, Elma, Elma Bank, and Newry. 
In a short time this township was contributing to ten or eleven 
factories, 

Immense quantities of cheese were being now turned out, and 
over 600 tons per annum were annually exported, realizing very 
large sums for the patrons who supported them. 

In 1901 the product of nine factories in this township amounted 
to about goo tons, The market value of these goods at an average 
price of g cents per Ib. would realize to the people of Elma over 
$160,000 for this department of farm products alone. This is 
certainly a very large sum. During the last thirty years, since 
the inception of this system, Elma has made marvellous progress. 
‘The vast amounts received for cheese have enabled the people to 
arty out improvements in drainage and road making which 
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would have been impossible under other conditions. As a natural 
result property has advanced in value, In her fine farm houses 
comfort and, indeed, luxury will be found. If her soil is now pro- 
ductive in any branch of farm industry it must not be forgotten 
that it has cost a large expenditure of money to make it so. 1 
am impressed with the feeling that no settlers had greater difficul- 
ties to contend with than those in Elma, and none have been more 
successful. This must be attributed to their abiding faith in and 
constant watchfulness over the dairy cow. Whatever may be the 
future of this industry, Elma is now in a position to adopt any 
system of agriculture. | Dairying has laid the foundation of suc- 
cess, and prosperity will now depend on the ability of her people to 
raise a superstructure of progress by adapting themselves to those 
peculiar exigencies arising in their calling. ‘There is no township 
in this county, or T may say in Ontario, where such splendid 
results have been obtained in dairying as are to be found in Elma, 
‘There is a debt of gratitude owing to those pioneers who intro- 
duced and watched over an interest of such incalculable import- 
ance to our agriculture as that of dairying. We are proud in our 
humble way to add our testimony, and record those names who 
have contributed so much to furthering this great industry for the 
advancement of our farmers. In Newry factory a class of goods 
has been produced that at the World’s Exhibition has borne away 
the trophy from all competitors for superior excellence. This 
establishment is manipulated by the Morrison family, old pioneer 
stock. As to the number of awards made to this factory and their 
value in money Iam unable to say. At the Indian and Colonial 
Exhibition, London, England, several medals were obtained, in- 
cluding silver, bronze, and gold medals. At the Industrial, 
Toronto; Western, London; World's Fair, Chicago (where 
Canada had the proud distinction of carrying away to her conce 

sion lines two-thirds of the whole awards for dairy products), and 
fat the Pan-American, in Buffalo, Elma carried away the highest 
honours, gold medals being awarded to Newry factory. The 
invention of the Babcock tester, which has to some extent revo- 
lutionized our dairy system in this country, by introducing a plan 
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of payment by results, of for the amount of fat contained in the 
original product, Elma factory was frst to introduce. Every new 
method brought forward to improve the quality of goods turned 
out has been promptly investigated by the managers of those 
factories, and, where real improvements could be gained, was as 
promptly adopted. Eternal watchfulness and eager adaptation 
are always a means of success. This faculty, combined with 
those extraneous conditions existing in this township for pro- 
ducing high class goods, has made dairying a success. While it 
‘would be impossible for a historian to point out in this industry 
all those who have contributed to its advancement, such names as 
Hon. Thomas Ballantyne, D. D. Hay, A. J. Collins (who estab- 
lished the first factory), Robert Cleland, Robert Turnbull, and the 
Morrisons are indelibly written on the historic page of Elma’s 
dairy history. In a township whose natural condition was such 
as that of Elma, those agricultural industries pursued in other 
sections of this county could not have been so successful. The 
great swamps in many parts of this municipality, after the timber 
was removed, were untillable. Amongst the stumps, however, 
the cow found such grasses as gave a generous performance at 
the pail. This, with those doctrines preached everywhere and on 
all occasions by Mr. Ballantyne, soon taken up by her dairy- 
men, produced the best results, 

Settlement in Elma began in 1848 by the arsival of Mr. George 
Code, although even he was, itis said, piloted through the woods 
by a “squatter,” named Tennant. Be that as it may, Mr. Code 
applied for and received a grant of 300 acres of land feom Govern 
ment, building a saw mill at what was supposed at that time 
would be a commercial centre. A town plot was laid out and 
named Trowbridge, but, like many other speculations of this kind, 
it maintained its future existence only on paper. As making a 
sway for commercial greatness, Mr. Code opened a road through 
the woods on the west side of the stream, passing Jackson's and 
‘Twamley's, through what is now Listowel, and north to Wallace 
ville. All this was likely to occur, but it must have been several 
years subsequent to Mr. Code's arrival. Mr. Twamley did not 
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reach Elma till 1850, and Wallaceville did not exist on paper 
even till some years later. Apart from those who entered this 
township through Mornington, which was a small number com- 
paratively, the largest portion of Elma pioneers came from the 
south. What is known as the Logan road was opened previous 
to a survey being made in Elma, and was a pathway by which 
this new country could be reached more easily than by any other 
route, Amongst the old settlers were Bingham Brothers, Robert 
and William ; the Gibson family, settling in north-west. John and 
Samuel Ritchie were also early settlers. In the east we have 
Hamilton, Boyd, Coghlin, Graham, and Lowry. In the centre, 
east near Donegal, the Buchanans settled at a very early day. 
Elma township has a mixed population, Scotch in some sections 











predominating. 

From some inexplicable reason this municipality appears to have 
been indifferently treated by the Government in regard to a share 
of their improvement fund. On all Government lands sold 3734 
cents per acre, and on all school lands 50 cents per acre were to be 
returned to the municipality as an improvement fund. ‘These 
arrangements were made and fairly well carried out in Wallace, 
but in 186r the Government, for some reason, appeared to repu- 
diate this obligation to Elma altogether. The public men of that 
period, particularly D. D. Hay, after years of almost hopeless 
exertion, succeeded through a committee of Parliament in obtain 
ing its restoration. This continued only for a short period, when 
payments were again allowed, to lapse. Mr, Robert Cleland, 
reeve of Elma, was faithful to the trust placed in him at that time, 
and was instrumental in obtaining a settlement, which has been 
carried out by the Government. 

Pioneer operations were rapidly followed by those rural indus- 
tries which enabled the settler more conveniently to prosecute his 
calling, Villages soon sprang up as if by magic. The most 
important business centre in this township was last to be founded, 
and did not come into existence until subsequent to constructing’ 
the southern extension of the W., G. & B. Railway, in 1875 
This place is now known as Atwood. About 1850 Charles Coulter 























located in Elma, where he afterwards opened a post office, named 
Newry, in which he was postmaster till 1863. During that year 
Daniel Falconer built a general store in Newry, and was followed 
by Thomas Fullarton. A hotel was erected in 1856, and a 
blacksmith shop by John Morrison. Newry for several years was 
@ prosperous village, being centrally located equidistant from 
Listowel and Monkton. In 1875 the W., G. & B. Railway was 
built, and the first locomotive whistle on this road seemed to 
sound like a death-knell to future prosperity in Newry. About 
half a mile north of the village a station was erected, which was 
known as Newry Station. Another post office was also opened, 
known also by that name, This led to confusion in mail matter, 
and it was determined to adopt a new name. In 1831 a log 
tavern had been erected by one William Blair. This house of 
public entertainment and its environs were known as Elma Centre. 
Newry station soon outstripped its sister villages in commercial 
importance, and to remove those postal inconveniences in connec 
tion with names a change had to be made. A public meeting was 
called, and several names suggested ; amongst others were Lady. 
bank, Dunedin, and Renwick, all quite euphonious. Mr. Renwick 
was the apostle of Presbyterianism in this section, and his co. 
teligionists were desirous of honouring him through the name of 
this new town. The other names brought forward are quite 
suggestive of the nationality of the pioneer settlets in this 
neighbourhood, Over such a momentous question as naming a 
new town, discussion was animated and prolonged. Diversity 
of opinion and persistent disputation seemed to threaten» 
Possible solution, In this dilemma a young lady suggested the 
name “Atwood,” which was hailed by opposing orators with 
delight, and brought to a happy and peaceful termination this 
terrible struggle. Since that period Atwood has become place 
of importance, with a population of over 700 souls. Several brick 
blocks have been erected, and excellent sidewalks laid for public 
convenience. Here are also express, telegraph, and newspaper 
offices, good hotels, and stores of every description, where goods 
can be obtained to satisfy the most fastidious tastes. Meantime a 
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grist mill, saw mill, flax mill, and a planing mill have been erected, 
giving employment to a large number of men, There is also a 
factory where washing machines, tanks, and screen doors are 
‘manufactured, with other small woodenware. 

No history of this progressive village would be complete with- 
cout special mention of its spacious private residences. These are 
of a high class, and often equal, if not superior, to those found in 
older places, both as to architectural design and appointments, 
In keeping with other improvements, education has not been neg- 
fected, An excellent school building has been erected, where an 
average of 115 pupils attend daily for instruction, Two teachers 
are employed-—Mr. Anderson, who is principal, with one female 

Atwood has an excellent public library of over 1,500 volumes, 
and, like all other business centres, among its citizens are repre- 
sentative of nearly all the benevolent societies, in numerous 
instances doing a great work for the amelioration of the people. 

(On January 17th, 1899, was issued the first copy of the Afmoad 
Bee, by R.S. Pelton. This paper, through the energy and ability 
of its proprietor, has been a great success. It is most creditable 
to Mr. Pelton that in its columns from time to time can be’ found 
fa really valuable historical record of a large section of this county. 
From a small beginning the Bee, in 1g01, was removed into a new 
brick building, fully equipped as a first-class printing-office. 
During 1902 the present editor and proprietor, Mr, Anderson, 
came into possession of the Bee, Mr. Pelton having sold and 
acquired a large business in another section. 

Monkton, situated partly in Logan but largely in Elma, owes 
its origin to the construction of the Logan gravel road. In 1857 
Mr. T, M. Daly, who was contractor on the highway, erected a 
blacksmith shop, the first building in Monkton. With Mr. Daly 
as clerk was a young man named Dunsmore, now Dr. Dunsmore, 
of Stratford, who erected a store. Almost simultaneously sprang, 
tup two hotels—one in Logan the other in Elma. During 1857 
‘sawmill was built by Mr. Winstanley, who had obtained a grant 
Of 1,000 acres in 1855 in aid of this project. At this time also 
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arrived James McKenzie, who opened a post office. A number of 
settlers were now gathered around this new village, amongst 
whom were the families of Dobbs, Stewart, Holman, Golightly, 
McKenzie, Merryfield, and Reice. Meantime educational facilities 
were demanded. The Church, through an old pioneer preacher, 
was putting forth her efforts in this new field. In support of these 
conditions, the store which had been erected by Mr. Dunsmore 
was transformed from an emporium for distributing material 
things to a place for disseminating educational and religious re- 
quirements In 1870 another school was erected, which in 1888 
was replaced by the present structure. On completion of the gravel 
road a stage route was opened from Mitchell to Newry, which is 
still continued daily as a means of transmitting matter 
between these points. In 1883 a third hotel was built. Monkton 
at one period had a match factory, two saw mills, planing mill, 
shingle mill, tannery, with several business houses. It is still a 
pretty country village, containing an excellent hotel, some beauti- 
ful residences, and good business places. The surrounding 
country is unexcelled for agricultural purposes. 

The village of Henfryn, situated partly in Elma and partly in 
Grey, is a station of the W.,G. & B, Railway, and has a few 
business places 

Donegal, in a splendid section of agricultural country, has a 
store and post office. The first settlers near this place were 
Buchanans (seven brothers), Little, Mason, Hemphill, Wilson, 
Harvey and Irwin, 

Trowbridge, situated on the Maitland river, about six miles 
south-west of Listowel, was surveyed for a town plot, and is the 
oldest village in Elma. Like Poole, in Mornington, its streets 
are still silent and unbuilt. It is true that man proposes, but the 
exigencies of trades disposes. Trowbridge is an attractive little 
village, with the usual business places, and a population of about 
200 inhabitants. 

The pioneer Methodist ter in Elma was Rev. John Arm- 
strong, who preached in the shanties of old settlers from the 
earliest period of settlement. Following Mr. Armstrong came 
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Rev. Mr. Dyer, who was the first minister appointed by Confer~ 
ence to Elma as a separate mission. The young tree was first 
planted near Trowbridge, which in Elma has been a prolific one, 
indeed. From Trowbridge, during Mr. Dyer’s pastorate, services 
were held at Mr. Code’s house, at Mr. Bingham’s (now Atwood), 
Mr. Patterson's (now Carthage), Mr. Hacking’s (now Listowel), 
Mr. MeKee’s (now Molesworth), and at Mr. Tindal's (now Ethel.) 
From these points radiated the principles of Methodism through- 
out Elma, So far there was not a single church in the township, 
In 1838, during Mr, Hunt's pastorate, a small frame building, 
32 44, Was erected at Trowbridge. A great revival had been held 
by Rev. Mr. Dyer, and kept up for several weeks in the woods, 
the first practical result of which was the building of this edifice 
Another frame church was erected a few years later on the 4th 
concession, and removed to Trowbridge in 1872. Subsequent to 
Methodist Union in 1883 this building was sold to the Anglican 
church, who conducted services there until 890, when they were 
discontinued, In 2868 Listowel and Wallace were detached from 
Trowbridge, and established as a separate mission, with Rev. 
Nelson Brown as first minister. Trowbridge was, therefore, a 
self-supporting mission, under Rev. John Hough, until 1874, when 
Henfryn became an appointment. In 1883 a further change was 
made, under Rev. Mr. Bray. Henfryn was attached to Ethel, and 
Trowbridge to Atwood. The present church in Trowbridge, 
erected in 1884, at a cost of $3,500, is a handsome building. This 
congregation is composed of over 100 members, under the pastorate 
of Rev. Mr. Bristol, ‘These arrangements were temporary, how- 
ever, and Atwood became a separate station, comprising Donegal 
and the Jubilee church, This mission, under the energetic mini- 
strations of Rev. E. A. Fear, is quite progressive, with a member- 
ship of 200 at Atwood and 60 at Donegal. ‘The Sabbath schoo! 
at the former has an attendance of 150 pupils, under Mr. James 
Turnbull ; and the latter has 75 pupils, under Mr. Emerson 
Vipond as superintendent. 

‘The pioneer Sabbath school in Elma was opened by Mr. Samuel 
Boyd, in 1859, near Atwood. He was superintendent, and pro- 


























cured that same year the first Sunday school library. Church 
work was begun in Donegal during 1864, services being held in 
the school house until a church was erected. The principal pro- 
moters of this congregation were the families of Vipond, Harvey, 

juires, and Scott. In the Jubilee settlement services were con- 
ducted in a log school house until a church was erected in 187, 
Since the union this mission has been discontinued. Provision 
hhas been made for the comfort and convenience of their pastor in 
this circuit by erecting a brick parsonage 
of $2,000. 











Atwood, at a cost 


In 1886 an Episcopal church was organized in Atwood by Rev. 
Mr. Griffin. Services were held in the school house for about two 
years, when a frame edifice was constructed at a cost of about 
$1,200. This congregation, which was not large at its outset, 
has not increased, many members having removed to other 
sections. At present there is no regular minister. A Sabbath 
school, with about 30 pupils, is conducted by the Society of 
Ladies’ Aid. 

Earliest reminiscences regarding’ Prest 











ianism indicate that 
Rev. Thomas McPherson, of Stratford, was the first who en- 
deavoured to establish a congregation io Elma. In 1858 he 
came to Trowbridge and preached in the Methodist church, which 
had then been completed. At this point he failed of success. He 
next directed his attention to Elma Centre, and succeeded in 
establishing what is now Atwood Presbyterian church. The first 
sacrament was dispensed by Rev. Mr. McMullan, now of Wood- 
stock, in a school house on lot 21, con, 7, now removed. Rev. 
Mr. Anderson was also a pioneer minister, Rev. Robert Ren- 
wick was first stationed minister, continuing for twenty years. In 
1862 a frame church was erected, and was known as the Church 
of Elma Centre. This was long before the wildest dreamer ever 
thought of Atwood. Mr. Renwick was succeeded by Rev. Andrew 
Henderson, who was minister of Atwood and Monkton for four- 
teen years. Since establishment these congregations have made 
great progress, having in Atwood 361 members, and in Monkton 
too. Rev. T. A. McLeod, M.A.,B.D., who was inducted in 
1897, is now pastor in both congregations. 
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No history of Presbyterianism in Elma would be complete with- 
‘out the name of William Lochhead, who was secretary of Atwood 
church for thirty years. ‘This man was a fine specimen of an old 
pioneer—a kind, true-hearted Scotchman. His long period of 
public service, a note of which will be found elsewhere in this 
work, is a high tribute to his sterling character. He was a son of 
which his native county of Ayr may feel proud. The present 
session at Atwood is composed of James Dickson, John Dickson, 
‘Andrew Laidiaw, and Robert Anderson, 

Monkton Presbyterian congregation was organized about 1858, 
and services were held in the school house until 1866, when a 
building was erected, which is still used by the congregation. The 
session in this church are George Inglis, A. Atkins, and Robert 
Smith, In both Atwood and Monkton congregations are good 
Sabbath schools, with a large attendance of pupils. 

In Monkton is also the German Evangelical church, organized 
in April, 1889, by Rev. H. C. Landsky, with a membership of 
seven. During 1890 a church was erected of brick, at a cost of 
$1,200. This congregation has been progressive, and has at 
present a membership of about 220 souls, under the pastorate of 
Rev. B, Oldenburg. There is a Sabbath school, 
tion, having an average attendance of so pupils. 

With 1857 begins the municipal history of Elma. Prior to this 
period Logan, Elma, and Wallace formed one district for munici= 
pal purposes. A great influx of settlers, subsequent to opening 
the Logan road, rendered a change of government necessary, to 
meet the requirements demanded by a rapidly increasing popula- 
tion, Elma’s first council was composed of William Morrison, 
Joseph Lennon, Donald Gordon, Alexander Mitchell, and Robert 
Bingham, who met at Mr. Morrison’s house on January roth, 
Mr, Morrison was chosen reeve, He had also been 











also, in connec- 





appointed to call the first council meeting, preparatory to organ- 
ization. On this occasion, therefore, he was reeve, returning 
officer, clerk, and “mine host” of the assembled wisdom of Elma. 
‘This meeting was a short one. Having chosen their reeve, @ 
speedy adjournment was made. On January 22nd another meet- 
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ing was held, and Mr. Arthur Gordon appointed clerk, Another 
adjournment took place, whether from a paucity of business or in 
imitation of other legislative bodies history saith nothing. On 
February 4th another meeting was held, its first order of business 
being exactly in line with that of all rural council boards in this 
county. A petition was laid on the table praying that a new 
school section be formed on the gth and roth concessions. Thus 
began those difficulties in school districts which have continued 
almost ever since. 

Having disposed of this document, by laying it over for further 
consideration, officers were appointed. Mr. Gordon was confirmed 

his position as clerk, Cornelius Cozens was appointed assessor, 
William Fennel collector, Arthur Gordon treasurer, and John 

's and Christopher Wilson auditors. Compensation allowed 

these officers was more liberal than in some other municipalities, 
The clerk was to receive $60; assessor, $55; collector, $6; 
treasurer, $15 ; auditors, each $3; and councillors, $2 per day 
while engaged in municipal business, By-laws were also passed 
regulating houses of public entertainment. ‘The amount required 
to obtain a license to sell spirits, ale, &e., could not be considered 
prohibitory when $8 for a first-class, and $3 for a second-class 
license gave a right to sell for one year, A first or second-class 
house was not determined, as might be supposed, by the character 
of the building or accommodation required by law for the travelling 
public, Strange to say, location was a primary factor in fixing 
rates, and not the conveniences to be provided. This by-law states 
that all the taverns on the “town plot along the town line of 
Wallace shall be first-class, and those situated in the backward 
parts of the township are to be second-class.” At present such 
an arrangement would be preposterous, but in those old days in 
the backwoods, men did not fret themselves about terms, and 
‘not much about abstract principles. ‘They had a greater work to 
do, and they set themselves manfully to do it 

At this meeting was presented a petition from Howick asking 
the support of Elma towards forming a new county. The council 
on this occasion unanimously voted nay. A very different opinion 









































animated this board a few years later on a similar question, The 
formation of new counties in western Ontario thirty or forty years 
ago was a sort of probationary stage in municipal life through 
which all passed. The rapid opening up of this country at that 
period was instrumental in bringing into existence a number of 
aspiring villages and towns, nearly all of which were ambitious of 
being county seats, In every one of such places were a number 
of men who were continually formulating plans for erecting new 
counties, with their own little hamlet as a centre. Arguments were 
not wanting showing clearly the advantages which would arise to 
the old bush-whacker if such a consummation could be brought 
about, ‘The advocates of all such schemes (if we accept their 
word for it) were philanthropic and self-denying gentlemen, who 
lived and breathed only to serve the horny-handed farmer. To 
even hint that they might for a moment have any sinister end in 
view would arouse their righteous indignation. The casual 
acceptance of a remunerative position as a county officer would 
be an act of selfdenial which they would make reluctantly, and 
could only be considered in the light of a patriotic duty which 
fall men owe to their fellow citizens. Eloquent as were the 
appeals of those doughty apostles of municipal reform, they were 
Guite ineffective on the champion of the logging fallow. If a 
backwoodsman could not make speeches, or repeat the arguments 
advanced by those patriots, he could control his vote, which, after 
all, is the true force of manhood. If convictions were made on 
the agricultural community at all (who would really have to bear 
all expense), it was against their will, and, of course, as Gold- 
smith says, “A man convinced against his will, is of the same 
opinion still.” In all fairness it must be acknowledged that the 
action of several of the public men in these northern townships, 
in their efforts to separate from Perth at an early period of our 
history, was not unsupported by good and sufficient reason. To 
say, however, that a separation would lead to a diminution of 
taxation, of a release from their share of the county debt already 
predicated for improvements, was to assume a position untenable. 
‘This view of the situation prevailed, and the original limits of 














7 


Perth County were retained. Responsibility for this disaffection, 
will be found largely io the conduct of representatives from the 
south, Municipalities which never had the difficulties to contend 
With experienced in Elma, could not understand that an equaliza- 
tion of certain townships should be placed at $50 per acre, and 
others, apparently as favourably situated, at about two-thirds of 
that amount, That no intentional wrong was intended by the 
county council we truly believe, It was this continued and pe 
sistent effort of the county board to raise assessments in ‘the 
north which led to disaffection, and, on one occasion, to the 
verge of disruption. Burdens for local improvement were more 
oppressive in Elma than any other municipality, as will be noted 
further on. 

In 1857 the total assessment amounted to £51,614, oF $206,436. 
‘This amount cannot be accepted as a fair valuation of all rateable 
property. Government land was not liable to assessment, and, of 
course, contributed nothing. In 1865 this proviso became intoler- 
able, By a decision of the law courts it was held to be illegal to 
collect taxes on unpatented lands, a right to re-enter being still 
vested in the government. Meantime about $20,000 had been 
disbursed for local improvements, Crown lands being equally 
benefitted, On this amount the municipality sustained @ loss of 
about $14,000 on unpatented Iands. In other words, those who 
hhad deeded their farms were responsible, not only for their own 
share of this debt, but for that on government land also. The 
incentive to a settler for prompt payment of his farm was thus 
taken away. The longer he left his patent with the government, 
0 much longer would he be relieved of his portion of taxation. 
In this extremity a petition was sent to the government praying 
that these lands be re-sold, or such action taken as would make 
them available for their just contribution to local improvements. 
This concession was finally obtained, and all lands were rendered 
available to taxation. 

Another loan, in 1859, was for £500, to aid settlers in purchas~ 
ing seed, crops having in 1858 been a failure. This loan was 
part of that fund set apart by the county council which has been 
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noticed in other parts of this works In 1861 great dissatisfaction 
with the expense incurred on the gravel road was expressed, 
which, under government regulations regarding the sale of thei 
lands, was most oppressive. An effort was made to dispose of it 
tothe county. There is saying that “it takes two t0 make a 
bargain,” and this fact in the present instance frustrated all their 
negotiations. Elma offered the road for £63,000, or $12,000. 
‘The county were ready to purchase at $2,400. This discrepancy. 
in the price asked and amount offered terminated all negotiations 
abruptly, and Elma kept her road. During this year, also, the 
people petitioned the council to pass a probibitory liquor law, 
Which was not carried. 

While these obligations were being assumed by 
in 1865 a statement of estimates for that year, as follows: Toll 
gate rent, $700 5 ieenses, $150 gravel road, rate on debentures, 
S240 ; county and township rate, $3,977. These amounts were 
disposed of in a county rate of $3,3173 non-resident tax, $300 5 
officers’ salaries, $450; gravel road repairs, $t,0005 total, $5,067, 
If we analyze this statement it will be found that the amounts 
required for county purposes is enormously large in comparison 








Ima, we have 











‘with other sums set apart for local improvements. It will also be 
observed that no mention is made of any receipts from govern- 
ment improvement fund, In Wallace a very large income was 
derived from this source. Mornington also was the recipient of 
considerable sums; but there is no indication that Elma was 
favoured to so great an extent. When we consider, therefore, 
the inability of council to tax unpatented lands, thus laying the 
whole expense for improvements on those who had been so (shall 
we say) unfortunate as to have secured their deeds; when we 
consider the non-payment of this improvement fund; when we 
consider a heavy county rate levied for county purposes, it is not 
a matter of surprise that discontent sprung up amongst the 
settlers, and a desire have been evinced for separation from 
their existing municipal connections. 

Prior to 1871 Elma had no railroad facilities except the G. T. at 
Mitchell—the nearest point—being ten miles away. An agitation 
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had sprung up in Wallace and Mornington for an extension of 
the W.,G.& B, southward into Elma. In prosecution of this, 
desirable project a bonus granting $30,000 to the enterprise was 
voted upon, carried, and finally passed by the council on Septem- 
ber asth. Elma’s existing debt at the period of submitting this 
by-law amounted to $24,700 for gravel road and other improve 
ments, During this year the gravel road debt was discharged, 
leaving a net liability under by-law No. 104 of $30,000. A few 
years later a project for aiding the Stratford & Huron railway 
was submitted under by-law No. 152. This was carried, adding 
$10,000 to her liabilities, Elma's debenture debt for railways 
alone, therefore, amounted to $40,000. 

‘While these roads have been a great advantage to her people, 
by affording a convenient outlet for produce, much yet remained to 
be accomplished. A few years later was introduced a system of 
drainage, which has been most beneficial to all concerned. By 
this innovation large tracts of swamp land have been transformed 
into beautiful and fertile farms. In June, 1879, was passed the 
first drainage by-law. Under its provisions a drain was opened 
from concessions 15 to 18, improving 3,748 acres of land. 
Hitherto this great section was unproductive, and unfit for agri- 
cultural purposes. This drain cost $9,583, which was assessed 
against those lands directly benefitted. Costs and charges in 
prosecuting this scheme varied from $25 to $350 per hundred 
acres. If these sums seem large it must be remembered that 
previous to this expenditure these lands were valueless and unpro- 
ductive, but are now valuable and contributing a fair share to 
public improvement. 

This scheme, being successful, led to promoting others, and in a 
short time another and greater enterprise was introduced. A 
waterway extending from concession 12 to 18 was now to be 
opened at a cost of $25,000. This was a great expenditure, and 
hhas been amply productive of good results. From 1879 to the 
present time these questions of drainage have occupied the atten- 
tion of Elma council to a greater extent than all other duties 
devolving upon them, It is worthy of remark, also, as being 
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highly honourable to the public men of this township, that in all 
those multifarious conditions arising out of a prosecution of these 
improvements not a single case of peculation or dereliction of 
duty has been attributed to any of them. ‘These schemes have 
been productive of great good, and although a large expenditure 
hhas been incurred in developing these resources, wealth has been 





increased in a marked degree, 

Tt is well also to consider the public spirit evinced in prosecuting 
these internal improvements. It alfords an exceltent illustration 
of that administrative ability which has been drawn out and 
fostered by the Municipal Act. In those schemes so successfully 
manipulated, and in the management of those financial responsi- 
bilities incurred in their prosecution, foresight, and honourable 
conduct is apparant to all, At present there is yet undischarged 
fa debt of $8,385 on railroad debentures. On drainage indebted 
hess the large sum of $73,000 has still to be liquidated, creating 
‘a heavy liability still resting on this municipality. While this may 
be so, these investments have been extremely profitable to all 








concerned. 

‘The total assessed value of Elma for 1901 was $1,650,450. On 
this amount was levied for all purposes taxes amounting to 
$22,707, a very large sum. In any question of equalization those 
expenditures ought to be considered by those having so important 
fa matter in charge, Population at present is 3,683; in 1861 it 
was 2,392. In 1861 Elma had 7,445 acres under cultivation, 
Fall wheat, 2 acres; spring wheat, 3,000 acres, producing 48,000 
bush. ; Barley, 709 bush. ; peas, 8,000 bush. ; oats, 18,000 bush. + 
Indian corn, 3 acres} potatoes, 15,000 bush. ; turnips, 64,000 
bush.; mangolds, so bush.; carrots, 29 bush. buttery 33,000 Ibs.5 
cheese, 3,600 Ibs.; pleasure carriages, 10; carriages for hire, 2 

Annexed is a list of officers extending from 1857 to 1902, and 
the period of service for each. 

‘Reeves. —1857, William Morrison; 1858, John Grant ; 18595 
Joseph Lennon ; 1860-6, D. D. Hay; 1867-9, Robert Cleland ; 
1870-4, Daniel Falconer ; 1874-5, R. L. Alexander 














Cleland; 1878-9, R. L. Alexander; 1880-7, Thos. J. Knox 
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1888-91, R. Cleland; 1892-4, Thos. J. Knox; 1895-7, James 
Dickson j 1898-9, Thos. J. Knox ; 1900-2, Jas. Donaldson, 

Deputy-Reeves.—1862, John Grant (first deputy); 1865. 
Samuel Roe; 1880-7, William Lochhead ; 1888-g0, W. Lochhead 
(frst deputy), Young Coulter (second deputy); 189i, William 
Lochhead (first deputy), Thos. E. Hammond (second deputy) ; 
1892-4, W. J. Tughen (first deputy), Thos. E, Hammond (second 
deputy) ; 1895-6, Middis Jackson (first deputy), Thos. E. Ham- 
mond (second deputy); 1897, M. Jackson (first deputy), Samuel 
S. Rothwell (second deputy); 1898, S. S. Rothwell (first deputy), 
William Shearer (second deputy). "Office abolished. 

Councillors. 1837, Donald Gordon, Alex. Mitchell, Robt. Bing- 
ham, Joseph Lennon; 1858, R. Bingham, D. D. Hay, John 
Stevenson, Joseph Buchanan ; 1859, Samuel Roe, George jack- 
son, J. Stevenson, Joseph Carruthers ; 1860-1, C. Cosens, John 
Grant, H. Palmer, 5. Roe ; 1862, C. Cosens, H. Palmer, 8. Roe: 
1863, J. Stevenson, Wm. Mitchell, C. Cosens ; 1864-5, J. Steven 
son, Wm. Dunn, Wim. Mitchell ; 1866-8, Wm, Dunn, j. Steven 
on, Jas. Bristow ; 1869, Wm. Dunn, Daniel Falconer, John 
Nixon ; 1870, W. E. Sharman, J. Nixon, Jas. Hammond; i871, 
Robert Moore, Aaron Laing, Joseph Johnson; 1872, Alfred 
Brewer, Wm. Lochhead, J. G. Alexander ; 1873-4, J. G. Alex- 
ander, Wm. Dunn, Joseph Johnson ; 1873, J. G. Alexander, Win. 
Dunn, T. J. Knox 1876-7, J. G. Alexander, Wm. Lochhead, 
Jas. Smith ; 1878-9, J. G. Alexander, Wm. Lochhead, Charles 
McKenzie; 1880, S. S. Rothwell, Wm. Keith, J. Smith; 1881, 
Wm. Keith, John Mano, Robert Dunn ; 1882-3, J. Mann, George 
Richmond, Wm. Dunn ; 1884-6, J. G. Alexander, G. Richmond, 
L. Pelton ; 1887, G. Richmond, L. Pelton, S. $. Rothwell ; 1888, 
S. S. Rothwell, Jacob Bray ; 1889-90, J. Bray, G. Richmond 
1891, J. Bray, W. J. Tughen; 1892, J. Bray, S. S. Rothwell ; 
$893, S. S, Rothwell, Jas. Dickson ; 1894, James Hanna, J. H. 
Merryfield ; 1895-6, J. H. Merryfield, S, S. Rothwell; 1897, Wm. 
Shearer, Allan McMane; 1898, Allan McMane, Thos. ‘Smith ; 
#899, 8. S. Rothwell, Thos. Smith, Allan McMane, Jas. Donald 
S08; 1900-1, S. S, Rothwell, Thos. Smith, Wm. Wherry, Wm, 
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Coates; 1902, Wm. Wherry, Wm. Coates, Samuel Curry, Samuel 
Boyle. 

Clerks. 1857-63, Arthur Gordon } 1864-72, Wm. D. Mitchell; 
1873-1902, Thomas Fullarton 

Treasurers.—1857-71, Arthur Gordon ; 1872, Robert Cleland ; 
1873-1900, Moses Harvey ; 1901-2, A. M. Sweeton. 

Assessors. —1857, Chas. Cosens ; 1858, George Jackson ; 1859, 
Chas. Coulter; 1850, R. Cleland ; 1861, J. R. Foster; 1862, D. 
Gordon ; 1863, J. R. Foster ; 1864-73, Thos. J. Knox; 1874, A. 
Briley ; 1875-9, Thos. J. Knox; 1880, J. Nixon; 1881, A. J. 
Keellor; 1882-4, J. Smith ; 1885, E, M. Alexanders 1886-8, R. 
Morrison ; 1889-91, Wm. Shearer; 1892, John R, Hammond ; 
1893, Widdis Jackson ; 1894-6, J. W. Rowland; 1897, Alex 
Simpson ; 1898-9, Henry Smith; 1900, W. H. Gilmer; 1901-2, 
John Hamilton. 

Collectors. —1857-8, Wm. Fennell ; 1859-65, James Shearer 
1866-8, Wm. Fennell; 1869-71, Moses Harvey; 1872, George 
Richmond; 1875-4, S. S. Rothwell; 1875-6, John Stevenson ; 
1877-9, Wm, Stewart; 1880-6, Young Coulter ; 1887-0, W. J 
Tughan; 1899, R. Morrison; 1891-1902, James Duncan, 

‘Auditors—1862, J. R. Foster, Robert Cleland; 1863, Alex 
Mitchell, R. Cleland; 1864-5, R. Cleland, Henry Thompson 5 
1866-7, A. Mitchell, Wm. Loghhead; 1868, Wm. Sharman, J. R. 
Code; 1869, Wm. Sharman, Wim. Lochhead; 1870, R. Alexander, 
Wim. Lochhead; 1871, W. Lochhead, Thos. Fullarton; 1872, 
George McGill, Thos, Fullarton; 1873, R. L. Alexander, Alex. 
McGregor; 1874-3, W. Lochhead, J. V. Poole; 1876-8, J. V- 
Poole, Arthur Gordon} 1879, A. Gordon, James Irvine; 1880 J 
Irvine, Robert Code; 1881, J. R. Code, J. A. Turnbull; 1882-7, 
J. Irvine, Wm. Hammond; 1888, Thos. Smith, Wm, Sheare 
1889-91, Thos, Smith, J. W. McBain; 1892-7, Thos. Smith, A. M 
eeton; 1898, Wm. Lochhead, A. M. Sweeton ; 1899-1901, 






































A. M, Sweeton, up to June (resigned), Thos. G. Ratcliffe; 1902, 
‘Thos. G. Ratcliffe, Thos, E. Hammond. 









































CHAPTER XXI. 


‘This township was named in honour of Lord Mornington, a 
member of the British Government in the early: part of last 
century. It was surveyed by Mr. James W. Bridgland in 1848, 
and contained 50,725 acres of very fertile land. Topographically: 
it may be described as a continuous block of level surface, undue 
lating in certain sections; in others rising to a’moderate altitude, 


as at Milverton. On its south side it becomes more depressed as 
it nears those great swamps which at one period extended over a 
portion of Ellice, From the uniform excellence of soil progress in 
Mornington has been rapid. Farms are well cleared, fenced, and 
cultivated; buildings are substantial and modern in their structure 
and appointments, indicating intelligence and thrift in their owners. 

While indications of wealth and comfort, with that enterprise 
characteristic of Canadians, are abundantly evident, transportation 
facilities have been developed with some difficulty. Deposits of 
gravel so necessary in road building are not so frequent as in 
several other municipalities. Evolution in constructing highways 
has been equal to any other township in this county up to a 
certain point. An absence of gravel has, however, prevented that 
universal improvement in roads so noticeable elsewhere. This is 
natural disadvantage difficult to overcome, and at certain seasons 
presents obstacles in transportation quite inconvenient to agricul- 
turists. It must not be inferred, however, that Mornington has 
no good roads. On the contrary, many leading highways in this 
municipality are equal to the best in any section of Perth County. 

A system of agriculture has been pursued by farmers in this 
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township admirably adapted to its soil and natural conditions. 
‘This method has been one of mixed farming. While it is well 
adapted for growing cereals, raising stock, or dairying, no 
specialties have been introduced to any great extent in any of 
these departments. In some sections cheese factories have been 
introduced, creating a source of wealth to those patronizing them 
Dairying has never attained to that prominence in Mornington 
which has signalized it in the adjoining township of Elma. There 
is evidence of abundant success in this township arising from 
present methods, Specialism in farm business is not a safe prin- 
ciple, and should never be followed except where conditions are 
unfavourable’ for mixed farming. By steadily adhering to this 
latter system success has been the result 
Settlement in this township was largely from its eastern side. 
Following that great road through Wilmot and into the 
hopes as far as “ Bell's Corners," now Shakespeare, the pioneer 
turned northward to Mornington. True to the plan invariably 
followed by old settlers, the first trace of the courageous white 
man is found on that stream passing what is now Morningdale 
and Millbank. Years before a surveyor's blaze had marked the 
spot where some day the hum of a machine or loud laughter of 
‘school children would be heard, came the hardy backwoodsman, 
who began to unravel the tangled skein of pioneer life 

In 1843 came John Chalmers and his two sons, John and Adam, 
settling near the stream on concession two. About this period 
also came the families of Forrest, Struthers and Connells, and 
“squatted” near that section which was afterwards set apart as 
a town plot, and known as Poole. Near the stream northward 
came, in 1847, James Reid, Robert Miller, Robert, John and 
William McKee; John Nicklin, John Gillespie, John Armstrong, 
with the families of Crawford, Henderson, Teskey, McMullen and 
Strachan. In 1848 came William Rutherford and John Freeborn, 
both of whom became prominent men. Nearly ali of these were 
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pioneer life. ‘This intensified their difficulties in a marked degree. 
No survey having been made, they necessarily became squatters, 





immigrants, and unacquainted with 





eres eee 





MORNINGTON 367 


and for any improvements were entirely at the mercy of the 
government, When a survey was effected great hardship arose. 
Where a patch of clearing had been done and a shanty erected it 
not infrequently happened jhat a concession Tine would pass 
through the little plot of stumps and even compel the removal of 
the shanty to another location. This frequently led to. mutual 
recriminations between settlers without any means of obtaining 
redress, Of course the government were really not to blame for 
this state of affairs, Every squatter by his act of occupation 
certainly assumed all responsibility for his actions. Remonstrances 
were made to government in cases of great hardship. Morn- 
ington at that period had no votes to give, and with that true 
instinct of an average politician or party where no votes are 
involved, whatever those grievances may have been, the ruling 
power knew little and cared less. It was even several years 
betore a removal of the land office was made to a convenient 
place, it being located at first forty miles away. 

In 1850 a general store was opened by Mr. William Rutherford 
in what is now Millbank. In this enterprise was associated with 
him Mr, James Reid, now and for nearly fifty years treasurer of 
Mornington, In 1831 he opened a post office, with himself as 
postmaster. Previous to this period he had formed a partnership 
with John Freeborn, and erected a saw mill. During 1849 a grist 
mill was also built by the same firm, Those enterprises were of 
great importance in a new county, and gave Millbank a com- 
mercial supremacy which continued to grow for several years. 
Apart from the mills erected by Messrs. Rutherford and Free- 
born, a factory was built by Mr, Jacob Kollman, where large 
quantities of agricultural implements were manufactured. This 
industry at one period employed forty men. The building, which 
is of brick, is now deserted and still stands by the stream, a 
monumental ruin, significant of the mutability of all human enter~ 
prise, In Millbank, also, were a carriage and waggon factory, 
flax mills, several stores, hotels, and a school in which were three 
teachers. This pretty village was the home of several hundred 
souls, and for a while very prosperous. ‘The Stratford & Huron 
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railway, passing two and a-half miles away, ruined it. Its day 
of greatness and the dreams of its citizens of future importance 
alike have departed and gone. Several buildings yet remaining, 
once the centre and scene of commercial life, are now deserted 
and tottering to decay. Present population is about 175, 

Morningdale, about two miles distant from Millbank, on the 
same stream, is pretty and picturesque, At one time this was 
also a place of some importance, disputing the claim as to priority 
with Millbank. In 1849, John Nicklin, who had arrived two years 
earlier, erected a mill in Morningdale, and subsequently a post 
office was opened, Like its sister village of Millbank, of late years 
not much progress has been made, It is now a pleasant place 
with a pretty name and beautiful location. 

Poole, or, properly speaking, the town of Poole, was mapped 
cout by government surveyors as the metropolis of this township. 
A town plot of 1,000 acres was regularly laid out into streets, 
avenues, and promenades. It is now, like Washington, D.C., a 
place of magnificent distances, This village is an example of that 
old adage ‘man proposes and a greater than he disposes.” Com- 








merce refused to bring her horn of plenty in this direction, and with 
inexorable persistency passed by on the other side. It never 
reached incorporation, although there were at one time a hotel, 
stores, and shops for mechanics. While some of these remain, 
what was designated as main street is only a portion of the quiet 
concession line. 

Carthage, located in the north part of Mornington, on conces- 
sion 12, is a pleasant country village, containing stores, cabinet- 
maker's shop, shoe shop, Orange hall, Foresters’ hall, cheese 
factory, and temperance hotel. It has a population of about 75, 

Hesson is located some distance east of Carthage, and formerly 
was known as “Mack's Corners.” There are in this hamlet 
several of those business places found in rural villages. It can 
boast of a very fine church, whose tapering spire can be seen a 
long distance away. A description of this building will be found 
elsewhere. 

Newton is the youngest village in Mornington, and, excepting 
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Milverton, most important. It is located two and achalf miles 
from Millbank, and is a station on the Stratford & Huron railroad, 
to which it owes its commercial importance. While this road 
ruined Millbank it created Newton. The first building erected 
was Henderson's hotel, on the south-east corner of the centre 
road and concession line. A store was next opened by Thomas 
O'Donnell. Other industries soon sprang up. There are now 
two hotels, saw mill, blacksmith shop, hardware and general 
stores, woollen factory, and express, telephone, and telegraph 
offices. This village is very progressive, and large sums of 
money are paid here for farm produce of all kinds, it being the 
shipping point for a fine section of country, Burns, Tralee, 
Mussleburg, Topping, and Brunner are all post offices in this 
towaship of many villages 

Milverton, with a population of about 800 souls, is an incor 
porated village and place of considerable trade. It is surrounded 
by a fine section of agricultural land, and its appearance on the 
summit of an elevation of some height is very commanding, indeed. 
It is unfortunate that its railway station is So far distant from the 
business section, The fable of a certain old man and his quadruped 
would seem applicable to the promoters of this road through 
Mornington. Of course they could not please all, but endeavour- 
ing to do so have pleased none, and lost a goodly portion of trade 
that would have centred at some points into the bargain, It missed 
Millbank, and has not been of such advantage to Milverton as it 
might have been. In its route from Stratford to Listowel—much 
of it a splendid agricultural country—Newton and Milverton are 
places of greatest importance. 

Tt was several years subsequent to settlement near Millbank 
before the pioneer reached that point where Milverton now stands, 
In 1852 Mr. Andrew West erected a hotel, which was the first 
building in the village. This hostelry was built north from the 
present business portion, and was for many years know as 
“West's Comers.” At this period a general store was erected 
by Valentine Kertcher, on the north-west corner of Main street and 
the Mill road. This building was a pretentious one, indeed, for 



































that time, and is still used fora general store. Prominent amongst 
the old pioneers in this section were Michael Attridge, John 
Torrance, Richard Bennett, Henry Trim, William Orr, John 
Edwards, James McCloy, and the families of Hamilton, Coulter, 
Niblock, Tennant, Fox, Kertcher, Pierson, and John Weir, who 
was first magistrate who presided at the seat of the blind goddess, 

As usual, when a new village was founded, a school was the 





first public building to demand attention. Milverton was no 
exception to this rule, A log school house was constructed on 
What was afterwards found to be the principal square in the 
village. In architectural design it was considered imposing. It 





was a square structure with a cottage roof, from whose apex 
extended a clat and clay chimney, built in trae orthodox back= 
woods style, From a distance this looked like the cupola of a 
coastguard lighthouse. A lighthouse it certainly was. Within 
its rude walls a knight of the birch from the old land bore full 
sway. Clad in home-spun, and on state occasions in a blue-black 
claw-hammer coat, punctuated at intervals with brass buttons, he 
shed the light of his knowledge on those mischievous boys in 
and around West's Corners. 

Here sat on its rough benches, wrestling with the rule of three, 
or those more abstruse doctrinal points of the shorter c 
some who are now prominent men in Milverton and the township 
of Mornington, Here several of those now dignified, erudite 
village fathers sat watching the pedagogic eye, and pinching with 
their hands all the other boys within reach, In the old days 
retributive justice followed close in the wake of offence, and 
eternal vig 
old teachers. No Nabob ever wielded his power with more 
sublime dignity than an old backwoods dominie. His orders were 
emphatic, and a prompt response was necessary to prevent 
a supplemental admonition by the rod in support of his just 
and unquestionable authority. Amongst these old teachers 
were John Philips, Archie Keller, John Finnerty, and William 
Alexander, who afterwards became first school inspector of this 
county, in 1871. This log building of pioneer days has long since 
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jlance seemed to be an important attribute of the 
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disappeared, and a fine structure of white brick 








,000, In this seminary three teachers are employed, 
it having an average attendance of about 120 pupils. 
In. Milverton are several brick blocks, two first-class hotels, and 
‘a number of general stores, where goods of the latest styles of i 
manufacture can be found on their shelves. Many of the benevo- 
lent societies are represented, also, helping on that great work | 
which will inevitably bring that period when, “Man to man the 
world o'er shall brithers be an’ a’ that." The village has also a 
‘mechanics’ institute library, containing over 2,000 volumes. fi 
No adequate conception of the wealth and refinement of the 
ns of Milverton can be formed without having first seen its | 
private residences. These are on a scale of greater opulance than 
might be expected in so small a centre of population. We 
consider it a noble characteris 











‘of any people who make pro- 
vision for the comfort and happiness of those dependent on them, | 
and who create an environment refined and elevating that will 
impress young minds with a home influence, permeated with the i 
good, the beautiful, and the true. This principle appears to have } 
been carried out in Milverton to its fullest extent, inl 
commendable liberality in her people 

Of manufacturing establishments there is a tannery, a grist 
mill, two planing mills, a sawmill, cheese factory, blacksmith 
shop, with several of the smaller industries. There is also a 
private bank, kept by Mr. Ranney, treasurer of the village. The 
legal profession is unrepresented, while Dr. William Egbert and 
Dr. A. D. Nasmith represent the medical 

Milverton has one weekly newspaper, the Sin, founded by Mr 
Whalley—its first issue appearing on December 17th, 1891, a8 
fn advocate of local interests. In 1893 it became the property 
of Mr. Malcolm MacBeth, its present editor and proprietor. The 
fim of its present management is to fully report local news, and 
advance the interest of the village and county generally, not by | 
instilling its own political views on public questions, but by a i) 

fi 
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Persistent advocacy of the rights of all the people, irrespective 
of party. 
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In Milverton are located five churches—Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Evangelical, Lutheran, and Anglican. ‘The Presbyt 
of membership, is, perhaps, the largest of any of these denomina- 
tions. This church was first organized in 1835, Joseph Brydone, 
James Whaley, Thomas Connell, John Weir, James Drummond, 
‘and John Torrance being its principal promoters. Services were 
held in the schoolhouse for several years. The first building 
erected for worship was a frame, and stood where the cemetery 
now is. This congregation was connected with that of Millbank, 
the pioneer Presbyterian congregation in Mornington. In 1887 
the present edifice was built, known as Burns’ church, in honour 
of the late Dr. Burns, who was the great apostle of Presby- 
terianism in Canada, This building was erected at a cost of 
of $6,500. Its first minister was Rev. Alexander Drummond. At 
present there is no incumbent, In this communion are 180 mem- 
bers, and about 80 families, A Sabbath school is also conducted 
in connection with this church, of which William Kines is superin- 
tendent, 

‘The Methodist may be considered also the pioneer church in 
Milverton, their first building, a frame, being erected in 185, 
Rev. Mr. Robinson was first minister, and, with a small member- 
ship, laid the foundation of what is now a prosperous congrega- 
tion, Some years later a fine brick building was erected at a cost 
of $6,000. Present number of members is 120, with Rev. Mr. 
Snowden as pastor, ‘There is also a Sabbath school in connection 
with this congregation, under the superintendence of Mr. Richard 
Coulter, having an average attendance of 60 pupils, 

‘The Evangelical church was founded in 1872 by Rev. Mr. 
Staebler, and a frame building was erected on the north part of the 
village. | Its members at the inception of church ordinances num- 
bered 15, In 1893 a new building was constructed at a cost of 
$6,000. Rev. Mr. J. H. Grenzebach is its present pastor. It has 
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now a membership of 100, There is also a Sabbath school with 
100 pupils. Present superintendent, Louis Pfeffer. 

‘The Lutheran church was organized in 1873 by Rev. Mr. Shum- 
bach, and comprised 12 families. Services were held 
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Presbyterian church for six years. In 1879 they erected a new 
place of worship for themselves at a cast of $2,000. The progress 
of this denomination has been steady if not great. Present pastor 
is Rev. Mr. Plunck, In connection with this church is a good 
Sunday school of 60 pupils. The superintendent, Mr. Conrad 
Schaefer, has associated with him nine assistants in the work, 

‘The latest church organization in Milverton is the Anglican, 
which was formed in 1893, under the pastorate of Rev. Mr. 
Bridgman, with an attendance of 18 families. This congregation 

in charge of Rev. Mr. Howard at present, A number of mem- 
bbers in connection with this mission have removed from the 
village, preventing as great progress being made as would have 
been the case under more favourable circumstances. There is no 
Sabbath school. 

During 1880 a census of Milverton was taken preparatory to its 
being set apart as an incorporated village. Its population was 
found equal to that required by statute, and a by-law was passed 
by county council in December of that year giving effect to the 
people's desire. On January 17, 1881, therefore, met Milverton’s 
first council, composed of J. D. Pierson, reeve; Jacob Karn, 

Hasenpflug, Walter J. Passmore and J. G. Grosch. A. 

tee was appointed to meet Mornington council and arrange 
a settlement as to what portion of railway indebtedness should be 
assumed by each, This committee arrived at a satisfactory 
adjustment, Milverton accepting $1,950 as her portion of these 
liabilities. A further sum of $5,000 was borrowed in 1896 to 
erect a public school. A certain portion of these obligations are 
being discharged each year by retiring maturing debentures or 
adding to a sinking fund, At present the village may be 
considered practically clear of debt. While taxation is not 
‘oppressive, about $2,000 annually is expended for educational 
and improvement purposes. Meantime sidewalks have beei 
constructed and streets improved, which has largely enhanced the 
value of property and added much to the comfort and con- 


Venience of the citizens. Milverton is a progressive village, 
surrounded by splendid agricultural country, and her possibilities 
are much greater than what she so far has attained, 
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‘Subjoined is a list of officers in Milverton since its incorporation, 

Reeves. —1881, J. D. Pierson; 1882, Valentine Kertcher ; 
1883-4, J. D. Pierson; 1885-6, James Bundscho; 1887, W. J. 
Parke; 1888, W. H. Dorland; 1889-95, J. G. Grosch ; 1896, 
James Torrance; 1897-9, G. E. Goodhand ; 1900-1, W. M. Appel 
1902, William Zimmerman. 

Councillors,—1881, Jacob Karn, Henry Hasenpflug, Walter J 
Passmore, J. G, Grosch; 1882, H. Hasenpflug, J. G. Groseh, 
James Bundscho, Wm. Livingston; 1883, James Wood, James 
Strong, John Attridge, Alex. Curtice; 1884, J. D. Hoffman, 
George Deppisch, J. H. Schmidt, Alex. Curtice; 1885, Louis 
Pfeffer, Donald McGillivray, James Strachan; 1885, Jas. Strachan, 
D. McGillivray, Peter Ducklow, J. S. Rea; 1887, D. McGillivray, 
Peter Ducklow, J. S. Rea, J. G. Grosch; 1888, J. G. Grosch, 
Peter Ducklow, Alex. Curtice, C.F. Witte; 1889, J. S. Rea, C. 
F. Witte, Alex. Curtice, Chas. Spencer; 1890, Peter Ducklow 
F. Witte, C. Spencer, A. Curtice; 1891, H. Gleiser, C. F. Witte, 
J. Rothermal, D. Merklinger; 1892-3, H. Gleiser, C. R. 
Honderick, J. Rothermal, C, Spencer; 1894, C. R. Honderick, C. 
Spencer, Jas. S. Rea, Louis Pfeffer; 1893, H. Schneuker, C. 
Spencer, W. M. Appel, Jas. Torrance; 1896, H, Schneuker, C. 
pencer, Geo. E. Goodhand, Fred. Wiederhold; 1897, C. 
Spencer, F. Wi C 

































sderhold, Louis Pfeffer, James Coutts; 1808, C. 
Spencer, W. M. Appel, John Engel, J. S. Rea; 1899, C. Spencer, 
W. M, Appel, J. S. Rea, F. Wiederhold; 1900, J. S. Rae, George 
Kerr, Wm, Zimmerman, F. Wiederhold; 1901, David Smith, F. 
Weiderhold, Jacob Bundscho, Wm. Zimmerman; 1902, David 
Smith, J. Bundscho, C. S, Kertcher, Rudolph Miller. 

Clerks, 1881, Herman Taber; 1882, A. W. West; 188 
Ww. D.W 

Treasurers. 1881, Herman Taber: 1882, A. W. West} 1883 
Wim, Livingston; 1886, John Hoffman; 1887, W. J. Passmore; 
1888-98, H. Hasenpflug; 1899-1902, Robert G. Ranney. 

“Assessors. —1881, James Wood; 1882, Samuel S. Hanks; 1883, 
.d. Stieflmeyer; 1884-7, John P. Becker; 1888-9, E, Gartungs 
1892-4, W. M. Appel 
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1890, Henry Spencer; 1891, J. P. Becker 
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1895-6, J. P. Becker; 1897, Wm. Milne; 1898, H. M. Schaefer 
1899-1902, W. J. Spencer. 

Collectors. 1881-4, Conrad Hasenpflug; 1885-8, 8. G. Dorland; 
1889-94, H. M. Robert McCloy; 1899, G. P. 
Hofiman; 1900-2, H. M. Schaefer. 

Auditors. —1881, John A. Kerr, Valentine Kertcher; 1882, J. A. 
Kerr, C. $. Grosch; 1883, Geo. Dippisch, C. S. Grosch; 1884, 
J.P. Becker, W. T. Park; 1885, W. T. Park, V. Kertchers 1886, 
W. 7. Park, C. Hasenpflug; 1887, E. Gartung, C. Hasenpflug; 
1888, C. Hasenpflug, Jas. Torrance; 1889-90, Jas. Torrance, John 
Rothermal; 1891-4, Jas. Torrance, C. §, Grosch; 1895, C. S. 
Grosch, Wm. Milne; 1896-1902, Malcolm Macbeth, C. §. Grosch. 

‘The municipal history of Mornington opens on the 16th day of 
January, 1854, when its first council took their seats at the board. 
The representatives on this occasion were Adam Chalmers, James 
Whaley, John Hamilton, John Nicklin, and William Rutherford 
Prior to this election Mornington had no separate existence as a 
municipal organization, and formed a part of Ellice for municipat 
purposes. From its first settlement in 1843, which was again 
supplemented by a large influx of population in 1847-8 when 
surveying was completed, local government must have been 
imperfect and inadequate to meet the requirements of a rapidly 
growing settlement. Those gentlemen elect, therefore, having 
taken their seats and submitted their declarations of qualification, 
Mr. Samuel Whaley was appointed clerk; Mr. John Freeborn, 
assessor; Uriah McFadden, collector; and Charles Burrows, 
treasurer. ‘The municipal machinery was, therefore, for the first 
time ready to be put in motion. Like other townships in this 
county, the first order of business was a motion in connection 
with school sections, thus opening up a department of local 
legislation which has been a source of greater friction amongst 
‘our people and greater annoyance to township councils than all 
other branches of municipal work. The council formulated a 
plan for dividing the township into sections, which they fondly 
hoped would be satisfactory, and terminate all agitation regarding. 
schools. An elaborate map was drawn by some backwoods 
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scientist, creating nine sections, which on paper appear as models 
of compactness. Annexed to this plan is an explanatory state 
ment setting forth the principle involved and probable cost to the 
people. In this document it is stated that, “according to this 
Flan, in the event of the union being made, there will be an 
Everage of acres in each section of 4,955%4 In No. 1 4400 
acres, and a like number in Nos. 6,7, 8, and g. No. will 
contain, s,600 acres; No. 3 will contain 5,600; No. 4 will contain 
000 eres, In this section there is a separate school, which 
Tedhces it infact tothe smallest section in the township. "Tt also 
Cmnbraces a lange quantity of poor land. "Keeping a school for 12 
Shonths in sections Nos. 1, 5, 6, 7,8, and 9—teacher's salary, say, 
Shoo per annum_—will require an average taxation of upwards of 
Spsoon each hundred acres. In sections Nos. 2 and 3—teachers! 
Salaries, say, S300 per annum—would require an assessment of 
5 on each bundeed acres.” “I am of opinion,” the compiler 
goes on to say, “that sections 2 and 3 are not t00 large, but 1 

that seetions 1, , 6 7,8, ad are too small for the 








present comfort of the ratepayers.” 

Regarding the latter statement made by this officer there could 
be no doubt. Small as these sums may seem to an affulent rate~ 
paper at present, fifty years ago with many they were great 
amounts. How many acres of ashes, how many troughs-full of 
black salts (after hauling for miles over crossways and through 
mud holes of unsearchable depth) it would require to obtain $6.00 
old pioneers well know. ‘This apparently equitable division was 
fof short duration, Every subsequent council had its special 
deputation of appellants from all pre-existing arrangements. 
These delegations were often fierce and emphatic in their elucida- 
tions of new plans, setting at defiance the dignity of those in 
‘authority, In 1864 this intersectional war reached a climax. 
Every man’s hand seemed to be against his brother, and a 
complete disruption of all former arrangements occurred. At one 
council meeting a solution of this important question would be 
reached satisfactory to all, Next session the whole would be 
over-turned, and a new order of things established, It was not 
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till expensive school buildings had been erected, and large sums 
invested in them, that this maelstrom of excitement died away, 
Yet, like an leelandic geyser, while an occasional burst of het 
spray may be now and again thrown up, it soon falls back in 
harmless impotency to its former condition 

Another question disposed of at this meeting was an application 
from Mr. William Hueston fora licence to keep a hotel, the first 
issued in Mornington under the statute of 1850, Th 
disposed of by recommending: the applicant to sell until he “got 

At a meeting held in February this question was settled by 
granting licenses to Wm. Hueston, John West, Robt. Armstrong, 
John MeLevey, and John Henderson, Charges for these wore 
fixed at £3 for a hotel, and £1, 125., 6d. for a shop license, 
These important duties for supplying. spirituous potations to the 
pioneers being completed, the council directed it attention to thelr 
spiritual conduct." Mornington’s first by-law, therefor, enaste 
that “Any person found travelling on the Sabbath day or driving 
sity shall be ined ot more than 205, aor les than se. for each 
offence, upon convition thereof before any one of Her Majesty's 
LPs." A by-law was also passed allowing each councillor five 
shillings per day for his services; clerk, £12, tom} ansessor 
treasurer, £3, 158. It was ordered also that wild land wa to be 
assessed at $2 per acre, and cleared land at $8. During 1864 the 
hotels in Mornington were increased to eight. A few years later 
the mumber was further increased to eleven, the greatest number 
ver existing in this township. Excluding Milverton and Newtons 
few hotels now exist. 

On October 215t, 1856, 4 financial statement sets forth that 
$503, 108., 3d. had been received from the clergy reserve fund, 
all of which had been expended in improvements on roads and 
bridges. On September asth, 1857, we find another statement 
presented amounting to £646, gs 3h, of which £434) ro, 6d. 
was for county purposes. The minutes of this meeting, indicate 
that the council was moving too rapidly. When Mr. Win. Grieve 
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and Mr, Rutherford moved the above sum to be collected, an 
‘amendment by Mr. Whaley and Mr. Shearer was offered, setting 
forth, “that the council make provision for 1856 before laying on 
anything for 1857,” a very proper thing to do. A compromise was 
tffected, and £6739) 105. was levied and collected for all purposes. 
“Assessors in 1858 were instructed to rate wild lands at $3 per 
acre, being an increase of $1, while cleared lands were placed 
lat $6.00, oF $2.00 per acre less than formerly. Why this should 
the records to indicate. This 

ious practice in advertising for 





have been so there is nothing i 
council also adopted a most perni 
tenders for all offices in the municipality. By an abandonment of 
its prerogative in this important function the records clearly indi- 
cate that public business had suffered. Wherever a plan of giving 
offices by tender has been introduced, accepting the lowest, public 
business has suffered. All councils in this county have now 
recourse to the legitimate and more honourable system of select- 
ing and appointing persons qualified to discharge such duties as 
devolve on them in their several offices, granting fair and reason- 
able compensation for services rendered. 

In 1858 a failure of crops occurred in Mornington, as every 
where else in Perth County. Recourse was had by the council to 
the fund set apart by the county council to aid poor and indigent 
settlers in procuring seed—and bread for their families in many 
cases, A certain portion was granted to Mornington, but the 

lent as to the amount, or the manner of its disposal 
fertile 





records are 

Mornington isa highly favoured township in having 
soil and good drainage for surplus water. While those sections 
adjoining her have subjected themselves to heavy taxation in order 
to drain their swamp lands, this municipality has been compara 
tively free from imposts of this kind. It is true she has contri- 
buted a large sum to the Stratford & Huron railway, but not 
greater extent than other municipalities. Marketing 














to any 


facilities for a large section of Mornington are equal to any 
other in our county, and superior to some. A special grant of 
{$40,000 to the Stratford & Huron railway will in a short time be 
paid off, when her total liabilities will then be dis 





sharged. Even 








‘biti: 
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with her payments to this debt, improvement has been rapid 
every department, and she is to-day well to the front in this 
prosperous county. 

It is a fact worthy of notice that no sooner did the pioneer 
center this towaship than, as in other sections, he first built schools 
and next churches. Millbank Presbyterian church is the pioneer 
church of Mornington, First organized by Rev. Thomas 
McPherson, of Stratford, Rev. (now Dr.) McMullen, of Wood- 
stock, was inducted into the charge on Nov. sth, 1856. Service 
twas held in the school house for some time, until a frame church 
was erected in 1837. In this building it was continued till 1891, 
when the present brick edifice was erected, at a cost of about 
$5,000. As might be expected from the nationality of those 
pioneers near Millbank, a membership of about 140 was soon 
obtained. Although this has increased to 164, the commercial 
decadence which overtook Millbank subsequent to constructing 
the railway, has prevented great progress being made, A 
Sabbath school, with an attendance of about 65 pupils, meets 
every Sabbath day, under the superintendence of Mr. M. H. Reid 
The present minister is Rev. W. Haig, who is assisted in his work 
by Samuel Boyd, Andrew Bennett, J. W. Chalmers, William 
Campbell, and M. H. Reid as elders, 

What is now known as North Mornington Presbyterian church 
was organized in 1862 by Rev. Mr. Lowry, formerly stationed in 
Whithy. The old settlers in that section were largely Scotch and 
North of Ireland, amongst whom were the families of James 
Ridley, Alexander Patterson, Alexander Glenn, Samuel and John 
Watson, and James, Thomas, and William MeGorman. These 
formed the nucleus of this new congregation as members, and 
now increased to 200. A Sabbath school is also conducted, with 
an average attendance of about 164 pupils under the care of Mr. 
David Welsh. In 1862 the first church was erected, at a cost of 


$1,000. Arrangements are now being made for a new structure 
which will be in keeping with the wealth and importance of the 
congregation, This church is now in charge of Rev. John W. 
Canveron, and is quite progressive. 
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‘The Anglican church in Millbank is an old established congre- 
gation in Mornington, and was organized in 1856. For several 
years subsequent to that period services were held in the Pres 
bbyterian church, Rev. Mr. Newman, who was the apostle of 

piscopalianism in the north, frequently officiating. In 1862 a 
brick building was erected. at a cost of 81,500. This was under 
the pastorate of Rev. H. Caulfield, Its membership at that period 
was not great, and it now has about fifty-six families, with Rev. 
Mr. Armstrong as incumbent. A Sabbath school is conducted 
in connection with this congregation, having an attendance of 
about 45 pupils. 

Wesleyan Methodism appears in Millbank at an early period of 
its history, a frame building being erected in 1858 at a cost of 
about $800, This branch of the Christian church has also suffered 
from a decadence of commerce in the village, and like other 
denominations maintains its position without making great 





progress. 

Nearly sixty years ago Andrew Biessinger and George Stemm- 
ler, Germans from Rotenburg, settled in that portion of 
‘Mornington having Mack’s Corners asa centre. No survey had 
so far been made, neither was there any settlement in the township 
excepting a few families in the southern part who had entered the 
woods in 1843. These two Germans were the founders of St 
Mary's Catholic church at Hesson. Previous to 1855 those 
settlers who came subsequent to Biessinger and Stemmler 
travelled to St. Clements, where a mission was established, at a 
distance of 15 miles, to obtain church ordinances. Rev. Father 
Missner first visited St. Mary's in 1855. At this period it was 
known as ‘'Huben Nix,” signifying abject poverty. This was 
afterwards changed to Bethlehem, Mack's Corners, or Mackton, 
until it received its present appellation in honor of S. R. Hesson, 
Stratford, who was member of Parliament for several years. 

Early in 1867 Father Glowskey was placed in charge of Si 
Clements and Hesson. He was succeeded in 1871 by Rev. 




















Father Breeskoff, who continued pastor of both stations for ten 
years. During this period good progress had been made, A 
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separate school had been erected of logs, to which was annexed a 
small sanctuary, where mass was celebrated and church ordinances 
regularly dispensed to about twenty families then constituting this 
mission. The first pastor stationed at St. Mary's was Rev. Father 
Heitmann, but such was the condition of those comprising his 
congregation even at this late period that he was compelled to 
ask charity from those who were in duty bound from the sacred- 
ness of his office to have at least contributed a moderate sum to 
his support. The position of this poor priest must have been one 
of great hardship, indeed, when we consider that offerings on 
Sabbath days fluctuated between r2c, and $2.00. His Easter 
offering was $2, and at Christmas he was made unspeakably rich 
by receiving the sum of $10. This priest was a good and kind 
hearted man, a person of culture and literary attainments, and 
rests in an almost nameless grave in Stratford, buried by charity; 
the last rites of sepulchre being performed by Father Brennan, of 
St. Marys 

Meantime a change was rapidly approaching. In 1886 4 
residence was erected for the clergyman at a cost of $1,000. 
During 1891 Bishop O'Connor, of London, visited Hesson for the 
first time in its history, and in'1892 was constructed at a cost of 
$5,000 the present beautifal church, the whole being free from 
debt. In 1894 Rey. Father Joha Joseph Gnam was placed in 
charge of this mission, under whose administration it has been 
most successful, having now over seventy families who worship at 
St. Mary's, Hesson. On December 16th, 1902, a chime of bells 
was placed in the tower at a cost of $1,000, whose mellowed 
cadence on the holy Sabbath morn can be heard far away in the 
home of many a remote worshipper. Evolution in this mission has 
been great, and it is now one of the most prosperous in this 

Officers in Mornington from 1854 to 1902, inclusive, are as 
follows — 

Reeves —1854-6, James Whaley; 1857, Uriah McFadden; 1858, 
Walter Pfeffers; 1859-60, John Smith; 1861, William Grieves 1862, 
Richard Bennett; 1863-7, John Watson; 1868-72, Samuel Whaley; 
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1873-5, Valentine Kertcher; 1876-7, E. T. Rutherford; 1878-80, 
V. Kertcher; 1881, Dr. Jas. Johnson; 1882, Jas. Gibson; 1883-93, 
W. B. Freeborn; 1804-6, Hugh Jack; 1897-8, Charles Trim; 
1899-1901, Hugh B. Kerr} 1902, David B. Grieve. 
Deputy-Reeves.—1839-61, first deputy-reeve, Jas. Whaley; 1862, 
J. Watson; 1863-8, Robert McKee; 1869, Chas. Glenn; 1870, R. 
McKee; 1871, J. S. Bowman; 1872, Jas. Rutherford; 18; 
Laing; 1874-5, E. F. Rutherford; 1876-8, George McKee; 1879, 
Jas. Kines; 1880-2, W. B. Freeborn; 1883-7, Thomas Magwoo 
1888.91, J. Grieve; 1892-3, Peter Zoeger first deputy, D. G. 
Nicklin second deputy; 1894, John Langford; 1895-6, C. Trim; 
1897-8, John Campbell; office abolished. 
Councillors. 1854, Adam Chalmers, John Hamilton, William 
Rutherford, John Nicklin; 1855, Chas. Burrows, Wm. Rutherford, 
J. Nicklin, Walter Pfeffers; 1856, W. Pfeffers, Alex. Patterson, R. 
McKee, Wm. Reid; 1857, Wm. Grieve, Wm. Rutherford, Jas. 
Whaley, Geo. Shearer; 1858, Wm. Rutherford, Uriah McFadden, 
Jas. Whaley, Wm. Grieve; 1859-60, John Chalmers, Jas. Riddell, 
Wm. Grieve; 1861, J. Chalmers, R. McKee, John Watson; 1862, 
George Magwood, P. McKee, Wm. Grieve; 1863, Richard Ben- 
nett, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin; 1864-6, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin, 
Alex. Roe; 1867, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin, Jas. Whaley; 1868, G. 
Magwood, J. Nicklin, Chas, Edwards; 1869, J. Nicklin, Chas. 
Edwards, Moses Laing; 1870, J. Nicklin, G. Magwood, M. Laing; 
1871, G. Magwood, Chas. Brown, V. Kertcher; 1872, G. Mag. 
wood, Chas. Brown, David McCloy; 1873, G Magwood, Thos. 
Hall, Allan Goodall; 1874, G. Magwood, A. Goodall, D. MeClo; 
1875, G. Magwood, Wm. McConnell, Samuel Whaley; 1876, G. 
Magwood, Chas. Glenn, Jas. Baird; 1877, Jas. Baird, G. Mag- 
wood; Jas. Kines; 1878, Jas. Baird, Jas. Kines, Wm. MeCormick; 
1879, Wm. McCormick, H. W. Kerr, George Langford; 1880, 
Wim. McCormick, H. W. Kerr, Jas. Gibson; 1881, Wm. John- 
ston, Jas. Kines, Thos. Magwood; 1882, Jas. Gibson, Wm. 
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Johnston, Thos, Magwood; 1883, James Baird, Jas. Gibson, 
Wm. Johnston; 1884, Jas. Gibson, Jas. Baird, Adam Fleming; 
1885-6, Jas. Baird, W. F. Rutherford, H. B. Kerr; 1887, Wm. 
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Campbell, Hugh Jack, Hugh Kerr; 1888, Wm. Campbell, H. Jack, 
Chas. Trim; 1885-91, H. Jack, C. Trim, D. McCloy; 1892-3, D- 
McCloy, C. Trim; 1893, Wm. Johnston, D. J. Nicklin, C. Trim; 
1895, Wm. Johnston, D. McCloy, John MeCloy; 1895, John 
Campbell, D. McCloy, D. M. Nicklin; 1897, J. P. Griffin, D. 
MeCloy, G. Shearer; 1898, J. P. Griffin, G. Shearer, D. McCloy: 
1899-1900, David B. Grieve, J. P. Grifia, J. McCloy, G. Shearer; 
1901, Robert Allingham, Joha Davidson, D. B. Grieve, J. McCloy: 
1902, R. Allingham, J. Davidson, J. McCloy, David’ Swartzen- 
truber. 

Clerks. 1854-7, 8. Whaley; 1858, William Willeott; 1850-60, 
John W. Beaton; 1861, John Smith; 1862, John Jones (resigned), 
Chas. Fleming; 1863, M. McFadden; 1864-72, Jobn Beaton; 1873, 
J. B. Rutherford; 1874-1902, John Watson. 

Treasurers.—1854, Charles Burrows ; 1855, continuously to 
1902, Jas. Reid, 

Assess. —1854, John Freeborn; 1855, S. Whaley; 1856, Jas. 
Terrift, Robert Struthers; 1857, Jas. Terviff, Wm. Drake; 1858, 
Wm. Drake; 1859, Wm. Drake, Thos. Shearer; 1850-1, Jas. 
Baird; 1862, Wes. Drake: 1863, Moses MeFadden; 1854-5, Win, 
Drake; 18668, Thos. Hall; 1869, William Grieve, John Riddell; 
1870, T. Hall; 871, John Turnbull; 1872, Chas. Glenn; 1873, 7. 
Hall; 1874, J. Kines; 1875, Jobn Pfeflers; 1876, J. Kines} 1877-8, 
W. B, Freeborn; 1879, Wm. Loney, J. Turnbull; 1880-1, Jas, 
Magwood; 1882, C. Glenn; 1883-4, T. Hall; 1885-6, J. Grieves 
1887-8, S. Loney; 1889-90, Alex. Stewart; 181, Jas. Hunter; 
1892-4, Michael McCormick; 189-1901, Joseph Gibson; 1902, 
Wm. J. Dowd 

Collectors. 1854, Uriah McFadden; 1855, John Gillespie; 1856, 
Samuel Watson, John Coulter; 1857, James Roe, Joha Legget; 
1858, J. Roe, Win. Hamilton; 1859, J. Roe; 1860, R, Struthers, 
J. Legget; 1861, J. Legget; 1862-3, G. Dorland, Alex, Patter- 
son; 1863-6, S. J. Dorland; 1867-8, S. J. Dorland, S. Watson; 
1869-70, S. Watson, R. Struthers; 1871, S. Watson, Win. Moss; 
1872, J. Kines; 1873, J. Watson, J. Kines; 1874-5, James Dram- 
mond; 1876, Joseph Williams; 1877-8,-J. Drummond, Simeon 
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Loney; 1879, S. Loney; 1880, J. Deummond, Joho Swain; 1881, 
J. Drummond, S. Loney; 1882-7, J. Drummond, John Gambles 
1888, J. Drummond, S. Loney; 1889, J. Drummond; #890, Albert 
Hall, J. Drummond; 1891-2, John Whaley, J. Baird 1893-5, J- 
Whaley, Jas, Dowd; 1896-7, S. Watson, J. Whaley; 1858-1900, 
S. Watson, Wm. McConnell; 1901, J. B. Weir, S. Watson; 1902, 
Wm. D. Langford, Aifred Tanner. 

Auditors.-1855, Chas, Jones, Joseph Hamilton; 1856, M. 
McFadden, C. Jones; 1857, J. W. Keeler, Samuel Watsons 
1858-9, C. Jones, James Baird; 1860, J. W. Keeler, Robert Grant 
1861, George Regan, Thos. Caulfield; 1862-3, S. Watson, Charles 
Riley; 1864, James Boner, S. Watson; 1865-6, James Jobnston, 
George Gamble; 1867, Charles Glenn, James. Johnston; 1858, 
Dr. Martin, Richard Edwards; 1869, John Turnbull, John Riley; 
1870-2, Andrew Mundall, John Riley 1873, 5 
James Crawford; 1874-5, Alex. Stewart, Joseph Pierson; 1876, 
‘A. Stewart, Thos. Caulfield; 1877, J. Pierson, T. Caulfield; 1878, 
John Gibson, John Turnbull 1879, J. Pierson, J. Gibson; 1880-1, 
J. Gibson, William Bare; 1882, J. Gibson, T. W. Johnston: 
1883-4, J. Gibson, Jas. B. Davidson; 1885-6, William Waddell, 
William Herron: 1887, William McCormick, W. Herron; 1888-90, 
Wm. Waddell, Win. McCormici, 897-8, Wm. Waddell, George 
‘Thompson; 1899-1901, G. ‘Thompson, Samuel Boyd; 1992, G. 
Thompson, W. B. Freeborn. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


Wallace lies at the extreme northern limit of Perth County, and 
looks on the map as if it had been added as a matter of expediency 
rather than from contiguity. It is peculiarly shaped, being nearly 
triangular, with its south-west corner cut off by a boundary line 
extending about 1} miles. On its southern side it is partly 
bounded by Elma, yet nearly separated from Perth by Grey, in the 
County of Huron, This triangular shape of Wallace resulted from 
the manner in which surveys were made in this section of Ontario. 
In the early days of this western province several roads were 
opened up, forming governing lines, from which townships 
extended backward on either side, That great road extending 
from Wilmot to Goderich is a good example of this principle, 
municipalities on its north and south sides being laid out with 
regularity, The Canada Company and crown lands survey's from 
the south, from Wellington and Waterloo on the east, and from 
Lake Huron on the west, all converge on the boundary lines of 
this triangular township. 

This municipality was last to be opened up in Perth County 
Over thirty years had passed away since that eventful period 
When John Galt and his friends passed on westward to Goderich, 
before the woodman's axe broke the solemn stillness of this 
great solitude, In 1852 a survey was ordered by Hon. John 
Rolph, commissioner of crown lands. This comprised concessions 
4, 2, 3, and 4. These were set apart as common school lands. In 
1854 the whole was completed by Mr. Wilkinson and P. Callaghan, 
PLL, S, Field notes in the crown lands office indicate an area of 
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51,308 acres, exclusive of roads which contain a further portion, 
amounting to 1,025 acres, making a total of 52,423 acres. OF 
this area 29,521 were common school lands. 

‘The topography of Wallace differs somewhat from that obtain- 
ing in other sections of this county. While it is rolling, there 
are few of those long sweeping undulations found further south. 
Its surface is deversified by low elevations, irregular in outline and 
interspersed with depressions which at one period were swampy. 
Land of this character would be difficult to clear. Whatever 
advantage a logger might have on a declivity would be more than 
counterbalanced by a mass of rubbish in low places, forming a 
barrier almost impassable to the laborious pioneer. Much of this 
has now been cleared and are now fertile sections, producing 
abundant returns for labor expended in their ret 

This township was named in honour of a certain Baron Wallace, 
who was chairman of the agricultural board in Great Britain 
during the early part of last century, Although not opened really 
for settlement till 1855, a number of pioneers had located pre- 
viously. In 1861 it had a population of 2,400. This was a very 
large number of inhabitatants for so short a period. At this time 
no winter wheat was planted in Wallace, but it produced in 1861 
58,403 bush. of spring wheat from 3,112 acres; of barley, 89 acres 
produced 1,742 bush.; peas, 664 acres produced 11,499 bush. ; oats, 
BB: acres produced 24,946 bush.; potatoes, 242 acres produced 
20,660 bush. ; turnips, 398 acres produced 69,747 bush.; of butter 
there were 38,000 Ibs.; cheese, 667 Ibs; maple sugar, 20,832 Ibs.; 
home-made flannel, 3,389 yards; wool, 2,782 Ibs. Of carriages 
or buggies kept for pleasure there were ten, valued at $550. Total 
value of live stock, $67,418 Population in 1901, 2,693. Value 
of property, $1,939,961, 

The soil, while it may differ from those heavy clays found in 
other sections, is good. Amongst farmers it would be known as 
fa sharp,-warm soil, with porous substrata, forming an ideal com- 
bination for successful agriculture. That it has been cultivated 
with skill, and produced abundantly, is evident. Buildings, fences, 
roads, and other indications all point to good farming. A system 


mation, 
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of husbandry has been pursued quite equal to those advanced 
methods introduced in older sections, Mixed farming has been 
practically adopted throughout. Co-op dairying has not 
been accepted as a source of wealth as it has in Elma, although 
something has been done in this important branch of industry. 

While much has been accomplished in a short period of forty- 
five years, the people have from time to time laid on themselves 
heavy burdens for improving their transportation facilities. There 
is no municipality in this county that has contributed larger sums 
in aid of railroads than Wallace. Beyond her liability for a share 
of our county debt which has already been discharged, and that 
portion still to be liquidated (nearly $300,000 of which was pred 
icated before this township had even been surveyed, and not one 
dollar of which was expended in her interest), large sums have 
been granted. She aided the W., G. & B. railway, the southern 
extension, and the Stratford & Huron railway to the extent of 
nearly $60,000. 

It may be that the debts contracted by the United Counties 
for the B. & L. H. railway—a portion of which she was compelled 
to assume—may have promoted the manifestations of disaffec~ 
tion once existing. Efforts were made for years by her public 
men to obtain a separation from Perth, a plan of redress now 
happily no longer considered. In a court of equalization, there- 
fore, many circumstances present themselves in connection with 
this township not applicable elsewhere. In determining what 
ought and what ought not to be an equitable equalization in 
Wallace reference should be had to those circumstances which 
have compelied her to contribute so largely of her substance in 
promoting local improvements which to her were really of no 
direct advantage, 

It is well to consider, also, that without these large expenditures 
of township funds, calculated to enhance real estate values, this 
and other northern municipalities would not have been available 
to so great an extent as contributors to the present requirements 
of Perth County. 

Surveys in Wallace being completed in 1854, it was thrown 
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‘open for settlement in 1855, at a fixed price of $2 per acre. A 
portion of this amount was returned by government as a contri- 
bution for local improvements. This rebate was afterwards known 
fas the local improvement fund, and payable annually. Several 
settlers had located in Wallace previous to a survey being made, 
Mr. John Binning, no doubt, was first pioneer, locating where 
Listowel now stands in 1851. Later on in that year came James 
Stinson and his family, locating on what afterwards were lots 17 
and 18, concession 6. In 1853 came the families of MeWhinnie, 
Wilson, Brady, Richard and James Strong, who settled on con- 
cession s. John McDermott, for many years a prominent man, 
was an early settler, and built the first saw mill. South-west 
were north of Ireland people and Scotch, Here we find McKee, 
Everal, Coughlin, Smith, and Thompson as first settlers. South- 
east are English and Scotch, as Mcallister, Hunt, Bartley, Gordon, 
Binning, Dodds, Hay, and Climie, In the north are North of 
Ireland people, and settlers from Simcoe. Amongst these are 
Burns, Long, Moffatt, McDermott, Horne, Johnston, Kearns, 
Ranton, Hayes, Elliott, Warren, Henderson, Ruler, Brothers, 
and Ferguson. Edward Leggatt and Thomas Milligan were also 
early settlers. The pioneers who came from Simcoe had some 
experience in backwoods life. This was a valuable acquisition in 
anew country. Their knowledge of the work peculiar to clear- 
ing land was of great advantage to the unskilled immigrants 
from across the sea. Its proximity to Waterloo County and the 
older sections eastward created a large influx of experienced bush- 
men. In fifteen years from its first settlement Wallace had a 
population of 3,580, indicating rapid progress. 

In this township are few villages, and those of little commercial 
importance. This condition does nat arise from an unprogressive 

















feeling amongst the people. Indeed, the contrary is true. The 
policy adopted at an early period of aiding railways had led to 
centralizing trade at two points, Listowel and Palmerston. ‘These 
two important towns lying partly within her original borders, 
afford excellent facilities for disposing of goods at remunerative 
rates. At these two points, therefore, a large trade is carried on. 
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Gowanstown, about four miles: north of Listowel, is now the 
seat of municipal government. At this village is a station on the 
G.T. R,, also telegraph, express and post office, general store 
and hotel, now the only one, I believe, in this municipality, 
These business places, with several private residences, comprise 
this rural hamlet. 

Kartzville, situate about four miles from Gowanstown, on the 
‘same concession, is next in importance, This village was founded 
by John Kurtz about 1875, and contains a store, blacksmith shop, 
post office, saw and chopping mill, cooper shop, and brick and tile 
factory, 

Wallaceville, now called Wallace, situated nearly four miles 
east of Gowanstown, was for several years subsequent to its first 
settlement a progressive point. A station having been built at 
Gowanstown had a deteriorating effect on its trade, seriously 
crippling its progress. At present there is a post office, general 
store, chopping mill, and a blacksmith shop. All these villages 
are situated on one concession and a few miles from each other. 
The country surrounding cannot be excelled for agricultural 
purposes. 

A number of church buildings exist and religion appears to be 
‘more than an empty form. While several of these are regularly 
attended on the Sabbath day, Methodist union and other 
circumstances have caused several to be largely if not wholly 
‘abandoned for religious service. In Listowel and Palmerston 
nearly all denominations are represented, and are within easy 
distance of a large section of the township. People in the rural 
districts, therefore, avail themselves of attending service in these 
Places to a much greater extent than in pioneer days, when 
facilities for travelling were not good. 

‘The Evangelical Lutheran Trinity Congregation, “Missouri 
Synod,” was organized in 1874. Originally there was only one 
church of this denomination in Wallace, when a separation took 
place, and another congregation organized, Its first minister was 
Rev. H. Brewer. When this new body was set apart they erected 
frame church on lot 30, concession 5, since substituted by brick, 
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in which service is still held, Its first congregation was composed 
of 15 members, now increased to about 200 souls, with Rev. 
Henry Battenburg as pastor. In liew of a Sabbath school, classes 
are held by the minister, having an attendance of about 44 pupils. 

The Evangelical church, on lot 26, concession 7, was organized 
in 1895 by Rev. L. Rothermal, and a log building erected. 
Services were held in this structure till 1882, when the present 
brick church was constructed. This congregation has been 
prosperous, having now about 200 members. Mr. L. Good as 
superintendent conducts a Sabbath school with about 165 pupils. 
Rev, L. Wittick is the pastor now in charge. 

‘The Evangelical Association, on concession 2, was organized in 
1868, and a church erected in 1870, on lot 37, costing about $1,000. 
srvices are still held in this building. Its first minister was Rev. 
J.C. Stacbler, whose pastorate comprised 33 members, now ii 
creased to 44- There is also a Sabbath school conducted by 
William Good, having an attendance of 50 pupils. Rev. L. K. Bidt, 
of Listowel, is pastor. The Evangelical church at Kurtzville was 
organized in 1889, and a stone building, erected by the Mennonites, 
was bought from that body, where services are still held, At its 
inception this congregation numbered 17 members, now increased 
to 47. About 50 pupils attend the Sabbath school in charge of 
Mr. Henry Fisher. Rev. Mr. Eidt is also pastor of this church, 

Tn 1863 an Episcopal church was established near Shipley by 
Rev. Mr. Newman, who was an excellent and kind-hearted man. 
|A brick building was erected, but this congregation did not 
prosper as others. Service is now held here in summer only, by 
Rev. Mr. Farr, of Atwood. A Methodist church, known as 
Stewart's, was erected on lot 15, concession 3, which is now used 
for Sabbath school purposes only. 

At Mayne a Methodist congregation was organized at an early 
date. Subsequently a frame church was erected. There is a good 
attendance at this station, now in charge of Rev. David Rogers. 
‘he Evangelical Association, at Wallaceville, is a large congre- 
gation, with a church building on lot 7, concession 5. Rev. 
































Henry Dierlamm is pastor. 
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On lot 4, concession 5, is a Methodist church, under the 
pastorate of Rev. Mr. Bartlett. This congregation is quite pro- 
gressive, having over 75 members. A Sabbath school is also con- 
ducted in connection, having an average attendance of 50 pupils, 
with Mr. James Dezell as superintendent, 

At a very early period of settlement in Wallace a Mennonite 
congregation was organized, and a church erected on lot 43, con- 
cession 7. Montezuma Brothers was principal promoter of this 

On lot 3, concession 7, is Zion Methodist church. This con- 
gregation has erected a brick building, and has a membership of 
about 50. Under Rev. Mr. Bartlett this station is progressive. 
‘There is also a Sabbath school, having about 50 pupils, under Mr. 
E. C. Robinson as superintendent, 

‘The Evangelical Lutheran church on lot 3, concession 9, was 
established at a more recent date than many others in Wallace. 
Since opening this mission a few years ago steady, if not rapid, 
progress is being made. Rev. Mr. Draschael is pastor. 

Perhaps the oldest church in Wallace is that at Molesworth. 
This congregation was organized by Rev. Mr. Renwick at an 
early day. In the historical sketches of Elma and Listowel will 
bbe found further remarks on this mission, 

Previous to 1858 Wallace had no separate municipal history. 
From its first settlement it formed a part of that district composed 
of Logan, Elma and Wallace. This large section of country was 
governed by one council, whose place of meeting was Mitchell, 
over twenty miles away. Rapid influx of population led to dis- 
memberment—a change rendered necessary for making those 
improvements requisite to development. Mr. D. D. Campbell 
was appointed by the county council to conduct the first election 
On January 18, 1858, Mr. Campbell, as acting clerk, presided 
over Wallace's first council. This body was composed of Free- 
born Kee, who was chosen reeve, Jas. Bolton, John McDermott, 
John Wilson and Joseph Farncomb, After completing those 
formalities usual in organizing a new council, their first motion 
was one regarding a union school section between Elma and 
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Wallace, comprising lots 17 to 32, inclusive, concession one. 
‘Thus, in common with all other municipalities, a school seétion 
war began, which continued for many years before an adjustment 
was reached. At this meeting another motion was introduced, 
somewhat pernicious in its results, and one I regret to say longer 
acted upon in this township than any other in this county. This 
was a subordination of their owa dignity by asking tenders for 
those offices which it was a part of their prerogative to bestow. 
Adopting this principle subrogated their intelligence to a mercen- 
‘ary consideration of dollars and cents. When a council or 
councillors shrink from exercising those powers conferred upon 
them by statute, they are no longer equal to their duties, and 
their conduct detracts from the dignity of that position they are 
called upon to fill. ‘The prerogative of appointing fit and proper 
officers as servants of the people is one which no representative 
‘man can ignore, To select an officer from several applicants on 
the score of clamorous importunity or pecuniary need as expressed 
in his tender, in preference to natural fitness or acquired experi 
ence, is not conducive to carrying out those ideals essential to a 








progressive democracy 

‘At a mesting in February tenders for offices were opened and 
read. These were, indeed, extremely modest ; Mr. Christopher 
Massey Hemsworth’s — being $45 per annum for clerk —was 
accepted. Whatever may have been Mr. Hemsworth’s other 
“ualifeations for this position, as a caligraphist he had no equal 
Amongst municipal officers in this county. For treasurer, Wilk 
Tam Craig received S40; assessor, William Henderson, 503 
collector, James Stinson, $40. These amounts were quite in- 
fidequate as compensation for duties to be performed by these 
oficers, and could only have been accepted through lack of 
Knowledge regarding the requirements they would be called on 
to perform. Except Mr. Hemsworth, who retained his position 
for, many years, a change was quickly efected in all other offices. 
‘The mantle of this old officer seems to have fallen on the present 
incumbent, whose long period of service as clerk of Wallace has 
heen characterized by a faithful discharge of his duties. 
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A second meeting was held in February, 1858, and an attempt 
made to dispose of school section difficulties by one sweeping 
measure of organization for the whole township. A by-law was 
passed creating ten districts, four of which were unions. This 
enactment was considered an equitable one, and it was fondly 
hoped that the excitement which had been so prevalent would 
soon subside. But, “the best laid schemes of mice and men 
gang oft agley.” The trend and varying progress ever present in 
a new country, with other exigencies constantly arising, rendered 
abortive any attempt at a prompt solution of school boundaries. 
Re-adjustment after re-adjustment took place, and it was not till 
expensive and more permanent buildings were erected that school 
legislation was eliminated from local polit 

‘At this meeting other important measures were passed, such as 
defining those securities to be given by township officers. The 
clerk was required to give bonds for £300; treasurer, who was 
also clerk after this year, £3,000; collector, £1,250. Councillors 
were each to receive $2 per day for each day at the board. By 
laws were passed regulating houses of entertainment, of which 
this township appears never to have had more than five (at present 
there is only one). License fees were fixed at $14 per annum for 
hotels, with 70 cents to the clerk for issuing. On March 23, with 
4 promptness worthy of imitation by all governing bodies, a settle= 
ment with the newly separated municipalities was made, and duly 
ratified by all parties. This report allows liabilities against Logan 
amounting to £286, 8s., 8¥d., with a counter claim against 
Wallace of £112, 10s., or a balance in favour of the latter 
amounting to £173, 18., 8d. Copies of this report are signed 
by Mr. Robert Jones, reeve of Logan, and Alex. Campbell and 
Patrick Collins on behalf of Wallace. At the next session a 
scheme was inaugurated for a public library, and $100 granted to 
Purchase books. Regulations highly commendable were formu- 
lated for extending its usefulness. Like those attempts made by 
other municipalities, education through the medium of a circu 
lating library did not succeed. Machinery in every case was set 
in motion, but the impetus was soon exhausted, and, as far as 
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‘councils were concerned, received no further attention. Another 
suggestive motion frequently occurring in old minute books sets 
forth that—‘crossways may be made of any kind of timber except 
basswood, string pieces not to be more than ten inches in diameter, 
cross logs not less than six inches at the top end and not less than 
fifteen feet in length.” In August an intimation from the county 
clerk was read that $1,603 was to be levied for county purposes. 
Several schools also applied—No. 6 for $2525 No. 3, $2803 No. 7, 
$65. A total rate was ordered by the council to be collected 
amounting to $2,109. In February, 1859, the securities given 
by township officers were again re-considered, the collector being: 
required to give as surety 800 acres of land subject to approval of 
the board. 

From a statement made in March, 1859, we are afforded an 
pt into pioneer life in a dark period of its history. A failure 
of crops in 1858 was followed by great hardship and distress in 
many backwoods homes throughout Perth County. In a town- 
ship so recently settled as Wallace, where the contest with poverty 
was at its crucial point between success and failure, losing a 
year’s labour fell on a struggling pioneer with crushing effect. 
Application was made for a share in the relief fund set apart by 
the county council, which was demanded in all municipalities to 
fa greater or less amount. In Ward No. 1, Wallace, was dis 
tributed 82 barrels flour and 328 bush. wheat; No, 2, 101 barrels 
flour and 105 bush. wheat; No. 3, 36 barrels flour and 87 bush. 
wheat; No. 4, 36 barrels flour and 110 bush. wheat; No. 5, 85 
barrels four and 116 bush. wheat, making a total of 240 barrels 
flour and 746 bush. of wheat. For some reason unexplained 
applicants received three-quarters the quantity of flour asked for 
and five-ninths the quantity of wheat. 

At a meeting held on August 15th, 1860, a petition was 
presented, praying that by-law No. 34, prohibiting the sale of 
spirituous liquor, be repealed. Another petition of an extraordin- 
ary character, was also presented, “praying that a meeting of 
ratepayers be called to discuss the propriety of preventing the 
county council from constructing a gravel road through the 
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township.” Also, “‘to consider the propriety of petitioning 
parliament to grant a separation of Wallace from Perth, and 
annex it to Wellington or a new county to be formed.” As a 
matter of fact, Wallace, by the authority of parliament, was 
placed in both Perth and Wellington Counties. It was not, there- 
fore, till complete organization was effected in Perth that the 
mistake was rectified. These proceedings indicate a certain 
amount of discontent, which no doubt existed for many years 
subsequent to these events. Characterized by bitterness it cer- 
tainly was, when efforts were made to prevent the county counci 
from carrying out much-needed improvements. As to separation, 
there could be no vaid reason for such a movement. Nothing 
could be gained by annexation to Wellington. Distance from 
Stratford may have been an argument in favour of dismember- 
ment, but would be quite as applicable in the other case, In 1879 
the matter culminated in a meeting held at Harriston, where a 
plan was submitted. The new county was to be called “Blake,” 
and to be composed of the townships of Minto and Maryborough, 
from Wellington; Mornington, Elma, Wallace, and Listowel, 
from Perth; and Grey, Howick, and Turnbury, from Huron 
Arrangements were made to bring the whole matter before 
parliament. Delay ruined the scheme. 

An important product of this new fertile country was a erop of 
energetic country towns, who like all youths were progressive and 
consequential. Listowel, Harriston, and Palmerston previous to 
1879, when the last meeting was held, were all aspiring to the 
dignity and importance of being a county seat. Their anxiety in 
this instance appears to have outgrown their discretion. Each 
cone of them was determined that if it could not receive the decided 
advantage for itself, it would as far as possible prevent other 
aspirants from succeeding. Thus the whole plan, which never 


was good, became at once abortive through petty jealousy of each 
other. While this scheme of a new county was unsuccessful, a 
complete change of policy soon took place amongst the people 
regarding gravel road improvement. In 1863 the central gravel 
road leading northward from Listowel was in course of construc 
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tion. This was a great boon to Wallace in enabling her people to 
transport their surplus products with some degree of comfort. 

‘About 1860 certain events transpired in this township which 
literally leaves an impression on all official papers emanating from 
its council. Memories of these are embodied in the coat-of-arms 
engraved in its corporate seal. Prior to 1865 Wallace had no 
corporate seal. It is true her public documents had a distinctive 
character, arising from a plentiful application of red sealing wax 
stuck near official signatures. Meantime, two events in Canadian 
history had taken place which gave rise to an idea afterwards 
formulated into a coat-of-arms, the most unique, and, I dare say, 
appropriate of any corporate signet in this county. 

In September, 1860, the Prince of Wales, now King Edward, 
visited Canada, At Kingston all classes, orders and societies had 
erected arches in his honour. Amongst others that of the Orange 
order, The Duke of Newcastle, who was guardian of the Prince, 
refused to enter the city unless this obnoxious arch was removed, 
Of course it was not removed; His Grace, therefore, did not at 
that time visit Kingston. This was accepted as a direct insult to 
the order and their principles. During the period of this excite- 
ment an election was held in this county. T. M. Daly was 
candidate of the Conservative party. Hon. Michael H. Foley, a 
Catholic, was the candidate of his opponents. Wallace gave a 
large majority for Mr. Daly, which aroused the indignation of the 
Toronto Globe. This paper had been endeavoring, since the 
incident at Kingston, to unite the whole Protestant party, but 
utterly failed with the Orangemen. In a spirit of retaliation it 
accused the Tories, and Orangemen in particular, of bi 
recourse to intimidation ia Wallace, preventing their opponents 
from recording their votes. Be this as it may, the Globe, having 
exhausted its reportoire of vituperative political epithets, at last 
stumbled on that of ealling the Wallace Tories, ‘ Daly's Lambs,” 
or Wallace Lambs.” Meantime, Hon. John Hillyard Cameron, 
who was Grand Master of the Orange order, had been sent to 
England with the address of the Canadian Orangemen. He was 
graciously received by Her Majesty, who accepted the address, 
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thus gaining a triumph over Newcastle. A double victory had 
been gained, one over Newcastle and another over Mr. Foley. It 
was determined these should be commemorated in a corporate 
seal. On this insignia of authority two wreathes of maple leaves 
spring from the lower side extending upwards, branching right 
and left, forming an alcove in the centre supporting a crown as a 
symbol of loyalty in both parties, In the centre of this alcove 
stands the lamb, a perpetual memorial of meekness and good-will 
to all men, and safe under the protecting gis of British power. 

The term ‘Wallace Lamb” really originated at an election in 
the adjoining County of Wellington, between Mr. Chas. Clark, 
the Reform candidate, and Mr. Gowan, Conservative. Mr. T. R. 
Ferguson, M.P. for Simcoe, was a relative of Mr. Gowan, and 
assisted at the contest. On the evening of the first day's polling 
it was rumoured that the Reformers had recourse to intimidation, 
preventing Mr. Gowan’s friends from voting. A large number of 
Wallace people were {rom Simcoe, and to them Mr. Ferguson 
applied for support, and the clans were aroused. From a letter 
written by Mr. Jas. Robinson, of Crandell, Manitoba, who was an 
actor in the scene, we subjoin an extract as indicating what was 
rot uncommon in old times at election contests:—"' Early on the 
morning of the scond day the men of Wallace were there in great 
numbers, marshalled by T. R. Ferguson, when whiskey ran 
galore and riot ran high. Every man was armed with a good 
stout stick, and no surrender was the word, The opposing forces 
soon came together, and hostilities began, continuing with vary 
ing success for both parties. In the melee Mr. Ferguson could be 
heard far above the din calling to his friends, ‘Be quiet, my dear 
lambs; be quiet, my sweet lambs.’ It was on this occasion, and 
at the riots in Hustonville where they were dubbed lambs. Had 
they been called lions the name would have been more appro- 
Priate."” At the close of an election it often happened that the 
evolution of phrenological development had been rapid, varied, 
and abundant. Many an old settler who had gone to exercise his, 
franchise, with a head as smooth as a turnip, returned with his 
cranial organism so corrugated in outline as would have been a 
very symposium for investigation to Combe or Fowler, 
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Prior to 1867 this township had no railways nearer than Strat- 
ford or Mitchell, entailing great inconvenience in moving surplus 
farm products to market. An offer by the W.,G. & B. railway 
board of directors to run their line through its northern section 
was hailed with delight. A by-law granting $23,000, payable in 
twenty years, was submitted in September, and carried by a good 
majority. On September 23rd, 1871, a further bonus of $10,000 
was granted to the southern extension onward to Listowel. In 
1873 a county by-law was passed, granting $80,000 to the Stratford 
& Huron, and $40,000 to the Stratford & Port Dover railroads, 
also passing through Wallace. Independent, therefore, of a share 
of the county bonus, which she would be required to pay, in 1874 
another $10,000 was granted to this road. Thus, during three 
years, directly and indirectly, financial responsibilities had been 
incurred in this township amounting to nearly $60,000. Having 
made these liberal grants, it was several years before Wallace had 
a station within her limits, Long and persistent efforts had been 
made, culminating in a threat of legal proceedings, before the rail- 
road carried out their agreement, opening a station at Gowans- 
town, being the basis of their contract in obtaining a bonus. 
While this township had granted substantial aid to these great 
improvements, she had a source of income from school lands 
which relieved her to some extent from pressure under these 
obligations. Prior to 1886 revenue derived from school land sold 
amounted to $24,345 This had been paid by the government as 
her share of the improvement fund. 

In Wallace at present transportation facilities are good. Two 
energetic and progressive towns have been carved partly from her 
limits. Of these, Palmerston, as a railroad centre, rivals Stratford 
in importance. Trains are despatched from this point in all dire 
tions by which every corner of this county can be reached. A 
station at Gowanstown affords a convenient shipping point for 
surplus products in that section. Schools are equal to any in 
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‘These advanced conditions all indicate a fertile soil and skilful 
development in agricultural methods. 

Following is a list of municipal officers from the period of 
organization to 1902 — 

Reeves.—1858-60, Freeborn Kee ; 1861-3, John McDermott; 
1864, James Bolton ; 1865-73, John MeDermott ; 1874, Jos. H. 

-80, John MeDermott; 1881-3, George Follis; 188; 
James Robinson; 1890-6, G. V. Poole; 1897-8, John Willoughby; 
1899-1900, John Brisbin; r901-2, Joseph Walker. 

Deputy-Reeves,—1862, George Mills, first deputy-reeve; 186. 
Win, Follis; 1864, Freeborn Kee; 1865, Wm. Follis; 1866, Danie! 
D. Campbell; 1867-8, Wm. Follis; 1869, Edward Luck; 1870 
Andrew Little; 1874-5, George Follis; 1876-8, Alex. Kennedy; 
1879, John Willoughby; 188, Alex. Kennedy; 1881, John 
Willoughby; 1882-4, Alex. Kennedy; 1885-9, John Willoughby; 
1890-4, Alex. Kennedy; 1895-6, John Willoughby; 1897, Henry 
Coghlin; 1898, Joseph Walker. 

Counciliors. 1838, James Bolton, J. McDermott, John Wilson, 
Jos. Farncomb; 1859, J. Bolton, J. McDermott, J. Wilson, Wm. 
Climie; 1860, J. McDermott, J. Wilson, Wm. Hemsworth, Joseph 
Farncomb; 1861, Richard Strong, Wm. Follis, D. D. Campbell, 
James Bolton; 1862, Wm. Follis, D. D. Campbell, R. Strong: 
1853, R. Strong, D. D. Campbell, James Mulvey; 1864, D. D, 
Campbell, J. McDermott, J. Mulvey; 1863, D. D. Campbell, 
Lewis Bolton, Mathew Donelly; 1866, Wm. Ferguson, John 
Mills, James McGee; 1867, R. Strong, James Griffith, Joseph Kee; 
1868, R. Strong, M. Donelly, Thomas Greer; 1869, M. Donelly, 
Andrew Little, John Warren; 1870, M. Donelly, John Mills, G. 
Pollis; 1871, G. Follis, J. Mills, M. Donelly; 1872-3, G. Follis, J 
Mills, William ‘Thompson; 1874, J. Mills, Alex. Kennedy, William 
©. Lewis; 1875, J. Mills, A. Kennedy, Philip Orth; 1876, J. Mills, 
P, Orth, James Robinson; 1877, J. Mills, J. Robinson, William 
Ferguson; 18789, J. Mills, W. Ferguson, Thomas Speers; 1880-3, 
W. Ferguson, W. Robinson, William King; 1884, W. Ferguson, 
Michael Farncomb, James Moffat; 1883, W. Ferguson, Robert 
Craig, Jacob Walter; 1886, R. Craig, J. Walter, Jobn Brisbin; 
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1887, J. Brisbin, John Little, R. Craig; 1888-9, J. Brisbin, Geo. 
Little, Valentine Berlet; 1890, G. Little, William A. King, Henry 
Coghlin; 1891-4, W. A. King, H. Coghlin, William Morley; 1895, 
H, Coghlin, W. Morley, Gustave Nickel; 186, H. Coghlin, John 
Brisbin, Joseph Walker; 1897, W. Morley, J. Walker, Gustave 
Nickel; "1898, W. Morley G. Nickel, J. Burns; 1899-1900, J 
Walker, W. Morley, J. Burns, Samuel E. Smith; 1901, W. 
Morley, J. Burns, S. E. Smith, John Koch; 1902, J. Burns, S. E. 
Smith, J. Koch, Andrew Demman. 

Clerks. —185871, Christopher Massey Hemsworth; 1872, 
William Hemsworth; 1873-5, Marmaduke Hemsworth, resigned, 
R. G. Roberts, appointed; 1876-1902, R. G. Roberts. 

Treasurers.—1838, William Craig; 1859-71, Christopher M. 
Hemsworth; 1872, Wm. Hemsworth; 1873-75, Marmaduke 
Hemsworth; 1876-1902, John Stewart 

‘Assessors. 1838, Wm. Henderson; 1859, Chas. Adams; 1860, 
Wm. Henderson; 1861, Jas. Stinson, Edward Leech; 1862, Wm. 
Henderson; 1863, Samuel Davidson; 186g, Robert Newton; 1855, 
Freeborn Kee; 1866, George S. Climie; 1867, F. Kee; 1868.9, 
Joseph H. Craig; 1870, John Stewart; 1871-2, Joseph H. Craig; 
1873, Alex. McKay; 1874, Wm. J. Stewart; 1875, Robert Wilson; 
1876, Jos. H. Craig; 1877, Wm. J. Stewart; 1878, Jos. H. Craigs 
1879, Wim. Stewart; 1880-2, Jos. H. Craig; 1883-4, Adam Hunt 
1885, John Strong; 1886, Lloyd Bourns; 1887-90, John Strong; 
1891-2, Thos. C. Greer; 1893-6, S. E. Hunt; 1897-1902, Adam 
Strong. 

Collectors. —1858, Jas. Stinson; 1839, Chas. Adams; 1860-1, 
Wm. Henderson; 1862, George S. Climie; 1863, Thos. MeDowell; 
1864, Jas. Mellroy; 1865, Jos. Kee, John Warren; 1866, John 
Warren; 1867-8, Jas. Robinson; 1869, George McKee; 1870-3, 
Jas. Mulvey; 1874-5, Wm. Follis; 1876-8, J. Warren; 1879-80, 
Jas. Simpson; 1881-4, Valentine Berlet; 1885-97, Jas. Simpson; 
1898-1902, John Nelson. 



































Auditors.—1859, Wm. Hemsworth, Robert Martin; 1860-1, 
‘Thos. McDowell, E. Leech; 1862, John Michie, Thos. McDowell; 
1863, Thos. H. Gowan, J. Michie; 1864, Robert Newton, R. W. 
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Hermon; 1865, Alex. Morrow, Joseph H. Donelly; 1866, Samuel 
Davidson, Freeborn Kee; 1867-8, Andrew Little, Robert M: 
Dowell ; 1869-70, G. McKee, F. Kee; 1871, G. McKee, Thos. 
MeDowell; 1872, Wm. Follis, John Stewart; 1873, George B. 
Gordon, F. Kee; 1874, Geo. S. Climie, Mathew Donelly; 1875, 
J. Stewart, Jas. Robinson; 1876, Jos. H. Craig, Robert Wilson; 

-9, John Mason, Wm. Follis; 1880, J. Mason, Wm. Turn- 

1881-2, George V. Poole, Wm, Turnbull; 1883, J. Mason, 
G. V. Poole; 1884-9, Henry Coghlin, G. V. Poole; 1890, Adam 
Hunt, Wm, Somerville; 1891-3, Wm. Somerville, George Howie; 
1896-7, Wm. J. Somerville, Wm. J. Turnbull; 1898-1902, Harvey 
Ellis, Wm. J. Tarball, 












































CHAPTER XXIII, 


Not a more beautiful spot in the valley of the Thames could 
have been chosen for a town than that at Little Falls. A triple 
descent over three ledges of rock, each from two to three feet in 
perpendicular height by the river whose volume in pioneer days 
was very great, formed a scene which, indeed, must have been 
most impressive. Its picturesque environment in these beautiful 
valleys, withdrawing north, south and east, must have formed a 
scene in dreamy October days so vast, so varied in its variegated 
colors, as to impress the first adventurers by its singular mag- 
nificence and splendour. 

To this spot came Mr. Thomas Ingersoll in 1841, and was first 
pioneer at Little Falls. Subsequent to Blanshard being surveyed, 
in 1839, Mr. Ingersoll had made certain arrangements with the 
Canada Company to erect a saw and grist mill as an inducement 
for settlers to locate in this new township. To attain an object so 
desirable Mr. Ingersoll sent a staff of workmen to proceed with 
these improvements in the autumn of 1841. With these pioneers 
came James McKay, still living in St. Marys, and last remaining 
of those hardy backwoodsmen who came to Little Falls previous 
to 1845. A saw mill was erected on what is now Water street, 
fon its west side, and close to Trout creek. At this point was cut 
down the first tree in St. Marys. A log house was erected, into 
which William Carroll came with his wife and child, also in 184) 
This building was used as a boarding house for Mr. Ingersoll’s 
workmen and such travellers as ventured into this remote settle- 
ment. Another log house was erected on the northwest corner of 
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Water and Queen streets, and another near the corner of Church 
and Park streets by Mr. Tracey, ‘These buildings were completed 
in 1842, and constituted at that period the hamlet of Little Falls. 

Prior to 1844, as will be noticed by a reference to * Historical 
Sketch of Blanshard,” a number of settlers had located in this 
ction. On the occasion of a visit during that year by Mr. 
Jones, Canada Company Commissioner at Goderich, who was 
accompanied by his wife, it was decided by the citizens that a 
mote euphonious name than Little Falls should be given to this 
now important village. The honour of giving a new name was 
accorded to Mrs. Jones, who had subscribed ten pounds towards 
erecting a school. This building stands on the corner of James 
and Queen streets, and is still used for schoo! purposes. Mrs. 
Jones, therefore, named Little Falls in honour of herself, calling it 
St. Marys, her name being Mary. The next buildings erected in 
St. Marys were two stores, one by Mr. Cruttenden, from Beach- 
ville, and another by James McKay. These stood together about 
the centre of the block between Water and Wellington streets, on 
Queen street, north side. This was in 1843. On the south side of 
Queen street was another log building, erected also by Mr. 
Cruttenden for a hotel, the first in St. Marys. Between this 
hostlery and Water street was fenced in with a rail fence, forming 
an enclosure where the oxen were fed while their owners were 
guests of the hotel or transacting business elsewhere. This space 
was afterwards occupied for a period of nearly fifty years by the 
National hotel, and now by the Whelihan block. South of this 
cattle yard, east side of Water street, was a coal pit, where coke 
was made, to supply the only blacksmith shop in Blanshard. ‘This 
shop was opened by a person named Smith, near where is now the 
post office, corner of Jones and Water streets. The next impor- 
tant branch of trade established in St. Marys was that of shoe- 
making, by Mr, Dunn, Meantime Mr. Ingersoll had completed 
his grist mill, and St. Marys began to assume the airs of a smart 
business centre. 

During these years, between 1841 and. 1844, Blanshard was 
rapidly filling up, and a number had penetrated into the woods far 
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west of the river. Amongst others an enterprising and courageous 
young pioneer, weary of his lonely condition and the cold, cheer- 
less aspect of his log cabin, sought out a fair one on whom he 
could centre his affections and make her the cherished ornament 
of his home life. Amid those leafy shades of Blanshard’s lovely 
valleys he woo'd and won a fair backwoods maiden. They had 
arranged to abridge the period of their courtship, and complete 
their happiness in a most proper and orthodox way by entering 
into the closer relationship of matrimonial life. With these very 
natural and highly honourable intentions they repaired to Little 
Falls, as a likely place where a clergyman could be found, who, by 
performing the ceremony, would consummate their bliss. Fortune 
so far had favoured them, a minister, by chance, happening to be 
visiting at Little Falls, who would, doubtless, be pleased to com- 
plete their happiness. A license had been procured from London 
some days previous, and everything seemed pointing to a happy 
termination. But, alas for all human expectations. The river was 
rolling in terrific fury from bank to bank, and they had no means 
of crossing. On its east side stood the minister, with that wild, 
rolling stream dashing between him and the young people on its 
western shore, Hope seemed for a moment to die in their hearts, 
But it was only for a moment. It is Said love laughs at lock- 
smiths, as it does at foaming rivers. If the license could be sent 
across proceedings might go forward. Even this obstacle could 
be overcome, and was overcome by the ingenious bride, No 
solution of their difficulties was presented by the bridegroom. 
“Tie the license around a stone,” whispered the blushing 
maiden, ‘and throw it over.” This plan was adopted, and the 
marriage solemnized, let us hope to the supreme contentment 
of her whose timely suggestion had been productive of such 
happy results, 

On Jones street, near the river, yet stands unprotected in its 
lonesome decay an old landmark in St. Marys—an aged maple 
tree. This old tree has a history. It was under its spreading 
branches the minister stood when the young couple waited on the 
other side. Here he pronounced those obligations and respon- 
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sibilities they were to assume ere they entered that delectable 
land, amid whose hills and vales they were destined to wander till 
death should sever them. Under this old tree he stood and 
Histened for the irrevocable pronouncement of that youthful pair, 
who, with hands clasped, called above the noisy waters, “I will.” 

Marys. There 
were no pages on that occasion, no orange blossoms, no flower 
girls, no canopy of ambrosial aromatic sweets. Aye; but it was 
none the less loyal, nor less happy, that it was celebrated under 
the wider and more glorious canopy of heaven—God’s heaven. 
What if there were no organ’s soft swell in measured tones of the 
wedding march, was there not a more beautiful cadence in that 
rolling river, intermingled with birds’ sweet songs in that old tree, 
which seemed to lift its leafy head more proudly at such a time to 
a sunlit, cloudless sky. 

From 1841 to 1844 Little Falls had no postal facilities beyond 
that supplied by Mr. Cruttenden and Mr. McKay. ‘These gentle 
men were self-constituted postmasters and mail carriers, Mr. 
Cruttenden, when he brought his supplies from Beachville, brought 
mail also, This was distributed by himself and Mr. McKay to 
their several customers as they chanced to call. As Blanshard 
was speedily settled, Little Falls grew rapidly. Queen street 
was cleared of its ancient covering of timber. A great bank of 
gravel, about twenty feet in perpendicular height, which crossed 
it at right angles where the town hall and Windsor hotel now 
stand, Was levelled and made suitable for traffic. Business men 
had gathered in and erected buildings. Messrs. Edward Long, 
Milner Harrison, George McIntyre, Moscrip, Barron, Flaws, Me- 
Cuaig, McDonald, Hutton, Guest, and many others had largely 
extended its commercial interests, supplying new settlers with 
goods necessary to backwoods life. Streets were now laid out, 
and a few private residences began to appear here and there 
amongst those black stumps which stil disfigured its principal 
thoroughfares. Queen street presented a busy scene of traffic 
with oxen and sleds. Stores were being erected, much distin- 
guished by a simplicity in architectural design. ‘These were built 


Never was such a marriage consummated in 
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ususally with gables to the street, and were low structures, in 
whose interior were displayed a class of goods suitable to pioneer 
Tife—potash kettles, logging chains, cow bells, axes, cow-hide 
boots, moccasins, home-made flannel, maple sugar, and fat pork 
having prominence. In a place of such importance, therefore, 
postal facilities could not longer be delayed. During 1845 a 
regular mail service was established from London, and Little 
Falls, or St. Marys, became'a trading centre for a great extent of 
fertile country. 

It was not till a period subsequent to 1860 that St. Marys began 
to assume its present appearance. Prior to that time few good 
buildings existed, and these were on Queen street. All fine strue~ 
tures were of stone. ‘The Oddfellows’ hall, the largest and most 
massive building in St. Marys, is also of stone, and would be 
creditable to a much larger town, As late as 1870 brick was not 
used to any extent for building purposes, all permanent structures 
being of stone, from which arose that familiar appellation, “Stone 
Town." Although inexhaustible deposits of rock are found in 
close proximity, nearly all new structures are now built of brick. 
This seems an improvement, relieving that monotonous regularity 
fon the principal streets. As late as 1860 St. Marys could boast 
of comparatively few residences, and these were modest, indeed. 
Excepting a large dwelling, now owned by Messrs. Weir, which 
crowned the hill-top on Church street south, all others were 
destitute of ordinary architectural embellishment. This residence 
was erected by Mr. Tracey, an old pioneer, who was owner of a 
portion of that land on which the town is built. This eminence is 
now most beautiful, and every way worthy of those luxurious 
dwellings that nestle here and there amongst a mass of foliage 
crowning this height. Forty years ago this spot was naked and 
bare, presenting a cold and cheerless aspect. 

‘The only public building worthy of mention, even for several 
years subsequent to 1860, was the central school. This structure 
Still remains, and although it does not challenge our admiration in 
its commonplace outlines, it has the merit of being substantial. 
During the autumn of 1859 was completed another rookery, 
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dignified by the appellation of town hall, This crowning effort of 
embellishment was quite multifarious in the various objects it was 
designed to accommodate. It was built of frame, painted a dirty 
yellow. A small erection on its roof like a pigeon-house was 
@enominated the cupola or bell tower. Its exterior aspect, 
uncouth though it was, scarcely indicated the conditions of its 
interior arrangements as far as color or odor was concerned, It 
was a useful structure, and within its filthy walls were located a 
mayor's office, town clerk's office, police office, jail, several 
butcher stalls, and various repositories for hides, whose redolent 
eflluvia would have indicated a splendid subject for investigation 
by our present board of health. This old place was destroyed by 
fire several years ago, and in 1891 a magnificent new building 
raised in its stead, worthy of the citizens and highly ornamental 
to the town, 

In 1838 the Grand Trunk railway reached St. Marys, giving an 
impetus to all classes of trade, which was of great advantage to 
all, For years subsequent to this event St. Marys grain market 
was far in advance of any surrounding business centres. On the 
streets could be seen every day a dozen of grain buyers, all busy, 
with long strings of loaded waggons pouring into town from all 
directions, During autumn the market square was for several 
hours each day blocked with teams, and extending down Queen 
street as far as Wellington was a mass of men and horses, with 
wheat and other products awaiting an opportunity to move 
onward. George Carter, the pioneer grain merchant of St 
Marys, was for twenty-five years a conspicuous figure amid this 
bustle and apparent confusion, Mr. Carter was in many respects 
‘a daring speculator, and in his most energetic days did much to 
‘maintain the precedence this town had gained as a grain market. 
A vast quantity of produce flowed into St. Marys at that period, 
the Grand Trunk being the primary cause, which in a few 
years was disseminated amongst several other points. In 1860 
the main line was opened to Sarnia, and markets were established 
in Lucan, and, later still, in Granton. This seriously affected the 
western trade, and the subsequent building of the London, Huron 
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& Bruce railroad destroyed it to a still greater extent, The 
opening of these roads, though most advantageous to the sections 
of country through which they passed, almost for a time paralyzed 
St. Marys, During the last ten years many evidences of return= 
ing prosperity are observable, arising from causes which we trust 
will be lasting and conducive to solid progress. To facilitate the 
volume of business arising out of this movement in grain and 
other farm products, a branch of the Bank of Montreal was 
established in 1862, and later on the Traders Bank also opened a 
branch, which two financial institutions have aided greatly in 
developing trade in this locality. 

With the influx of population subsequent to 1843 we note also 
the presence of professional men. The medical staff was 
represented at an early day by Dr. Thayer. He was a thin, wiry 
man, and nature seems to have designed him for pioneer work. 
Dr. Nelles, Dr. Coleman, and Dr. Wilson were all old pioneers. 
At present eight medical men reside in St. Marys: Dr. Matheson, 
Dr. Brown, Dr. Sparks, Dr. Smith, De, Fraleigh, Dr. Stanley, 
Dr. Knox’ and Dr. Hotham, all graduates of our schools and 
colleges. In law Mr. Dartnell, who was elevated to the bench, 
Mr. Macfadden, late county court clerk, and Leon M. Clench were 
pioneers. This profession is now represented by Messrs. E. W. 
Harding, J. W. Graham, Leonard Harstone and Armour Ford. 
Dental surgery was not introduced in St. Marys for many years 
subsequent to first settlement, Dr. Rupert being a pioneer. This 
branch of surgery is now represented by Dr. James Roberts, Dr. 
McGorman, Dr. Follick and Dr. Harden. Veterinary science has 
three representatives. Dr. William Gibb was for several years an 
examiner at the Toronto Veterinary Schoo! and president of the 
Veterinary Association. Dr. George Gibb and Dr. William 
evens are graduates of Toronto, In field sports St. Marys has 
always maintained an advanced position. In those amusements 
so conducive to manly development which attract Canadian youth 
she has no mean share of honour, Her curlers have vanquished 
many a foe on hard fought fields. On several occasion they have 
‘stood face to face with the finals. Amongst those old veterans of 
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the broom and gliding stone time has made sad havoc. Many of 
our old enthusiastic champions who stood around the tee giving 
fa shout of triumph at a lucky shot are now, alas! lagging on 
death's ** hog score.” 

In 1853 was issued the first newspaper in St. Marys, by Mr. 
George R. Melntosh, a son of an old pioneer settler. This paper 
was called the Journal, and Reform in polities. It was sold to 
Mr. Abbott, who transformed it into a Conservative organ. Mean- 
time Mr, Riggs established another paper in Reform interests, 
which he named the Argus. About 1857 Mr. A. J. Belch became 
proprietor of this paper, conducting it for a number of years with 
some success. Newspaper circulation at that period was very 
limited. To ensure even moderate success a man venturing on 
the sea of journalism had usually to be editor, proprietor, pub- 
lisher, compositor, pressman, and devil, all combined. The Argus 
is now a lively eight-page paper, printed by a steam press. Mr. 
Dillon, present editor and publisher, is an expert and clever writer. 
While the Argus was making way into many homes, Mr. Abbott 
ued a Conservative paper as a second venture, the Journal 
meantime having become defunct. This paper passed through 
many viseissitudes, changing names and proprietors frequently, 
until it came into possession of John W. Eedy, a most enterprising. 
publisher, who, under its original name, has given it an influence 
never previously attained in its history. The Journal, like the 
Argus, is an cight-page sheet, both having a large advertising 
patronage. St, Marys has now a third printing office, well 
‘equipped, used for job work only, and owned by Mr. M. J. Dewey. 

For two years subsequent to first settlement there were no 
schools, In 1843 Mr. Nicholas Rogers came to Little Falls, 
and opened a private school. There was no building, but he 
transformed a part of his shanty into a seminary, where he trained 
the young boys and girls of this new section. Since that period. 
educational matters have made great progress, ample provision 
having been made for comfort and convenience both to teachers 
and children. St, Marys has now four public and one separate 
school, in which are employed a staff of nine teachers. The public 
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schools are under principal William D. Spence, his assistants 
being all females. St. Marys public school buildings are severely 
plain in architectural style, and certainly indicate a desire for utility 
Father than show, One of these is an ancient structure, erected 
in pioneer days as a place of incarceration for evil doers. This 
has been transformed from a cold cell for expiation of guilt to a 
comfortable room for training innocent youth. The separate 
School has a substantial and well equipped building, and is also 
doing good work, employing one teacher only. 

in 1875 @ high school was erected, which, a few years later, as 
a recognition of its effective work, was elevated to the dignity of 
4 Collegiate Institute. ‘This is an imposing and well equipped 
School, from whose classes have gone out many clever students, 
whose names are now written on the scroll of fame, adding lustre, 
hot to St. Marys alone, but to Canada, This institution has been 
for many years presided over by Mr. Stephen Martin, a worthy 
land efficient educator, who has done his duty well. With him 
fare associated four assistants, one being a female. The average 
dattendance at this school is about 175. For a more complete 
description of our public school system and methods employed, 
the reader is referred to “Remarks on Education” in another part 














of this work. 

In the municipal building will be found the mechanics’ institute 
library, consisting of four thousand volumes. This institution is 
free to all citizens, and open every lawful day. Reading rooms 
are also open in connection, on whose tables can be found the 
leading periodicals of interest to Canadian readers. This institu: 
tion is supported partly by government aid, and largely by special 
grants from the town, It is well conducted by a board of prom- 
nent citizens, appointed as governors by the people. A great 
umber of societies—benovelent and otherwise—are represented 
in St, Marys. Oddfellows, Hibernians, Foresters, Maccabees, 
Chosen Friends, Workmen, Orange Society, Sons of Scotland, 
and most ancient of all, Free Masons, are doing good work. 
In their places of meeting will be found not only rational amuse- 
ment, but practical educational work is done, useful to. members 
in business affairs of everyday life. 
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Although St. Marys has several important manufactur 
tablishments—one of which is equal to any in the county 
number or variety she is not equal to Stratford or Listowel. The 
first of these was a saw mill, erected in 1841. In 1843 2 grist 
mill was also built by Mr. Ingersoll, near Queen street bridge, 
still operated by the G. Carter Co. In 1849 Mr. Gilbert McIntosh 
erected a carding and falling mill on Thames avenue. This old 
establishment has long since passed away ; perhaps few in St. 
Marys could now point out the place where it stood. The first 
foundry was erected at the west end of Queen street bridge, about 
1847. This place is now occupied by O'Brien Bros, In 1849 
another foundry was opened by John R. Moore, where agricultural 
implements were manufactured. For a period extending over 30 
years, until his retirement by age, this establishment and its 
proprietor enjoyed a full measure of confidence by his patrons. 
This business was, on Mr. Moore's retirement, taken over by 
Chas. Richardson & Co., who entered into the manufacturing of 
dairy machinery. This has been a great success, nearly 4o men 
being now employed on this class of goods, which are sent to 
every corner of the Dominion. Industry was still further pro- 
moted by Mr, Weir and Mr. Forester erecting flax mills, giving 
employment to a large number of our people. A woolen mill has 
been operated by Mr. Myers for a quarter of a century, employ 
ing over 30 hands, 

In 1888 David Maxwell & Sons removed their implement 
factory to St. Marys, This is the largest establishment in the 
town, employing at certain seasons about 200 men. Several acres 
are covered by the plant of this firm, whose goods are now sent 
to every corner of the world. By removing these important 
works to this point a great impetus has been given to all branches 
of trade, Of late years, too, the great deposits of stone in this 
section are being worked and utilized. Improved crushing 
machines have been introduced, and broken stone for macadam- 
zed roads is now being sent to many parts of our country. 
Procuring building stone and lime, for which there seems an 

ng demand, is affording remunerative employment to a 
large number of men. 





1g es 










































































420 MISTORY OF THE COUN 





Besides these important industries there are two planing mills, 
two marble cutting establishments, and the largest creamery 
plant in Canada. This enterprise was introduced in 1896, to 
‘manufacture butter for the British market. In connection with 
this industry are a dozen skimming stations, surrounding the 
central, at a distance of from five to ten miles, to which points 
milk is hauled, run through centrifugal machines, the cream 
extracted, sent to the central, manufactured into butter, and 
shipped everywhere. During 1901 over $100,000 was obtained 
for butter, and put in circulation amongst the farmers who were 
patrons of this institution. 

For thirty years subsequent to first settlement, perhaps, no 
place of equal importance possessed so many undignified churches 
as St. Marys, They were all on a line of equality, and no con- 
gregation could arrogate to themselves any sense of superiority 
over another where all were so plain. In 1883 matters took @ 
change for the better, since which time great improvements have 
been made. There are now few towns in Canada of equal popu- 
lation containing: so many fine churches, and there are also few 
having so many beautiful situations for such buildings. St. 
Mary's Romin Catholic church, on Widder street, is an imposing 
edifice. This mission was established in 1832, or shortly prior to 
that period, by Rev. Father Kirwin. Service was first held in 
Patrick Whelihan's house, where half-a-dozen worshippers met 
together, few Catholics being yet in this section. A small build- 
ing was next erected of boards, near where the present church 
now stands, It was only at long intervals, however, that prayers 
were attended, there being no resident clergyman. Rev. Father 
Crinnon, who afterwards became Bishop of Hamilton, succeeded 
Rev. Father Kirwin. Under his ministration a stone church was 
built in 1861, For a period of more than thirty years service was 
held in this old building, until the congregation had outgrown 
such accommodation as it afforded. In September, 1892, under 
the present pastor, Rev. Father Brennan, the foundation stone of 
‘a new and splendid edifice was laid, consecration by Rev. Dr. 
O'Conner following in 1893. This new building is eruciform in 
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plan, and measures 54% 120 feet, In style it is thirteenth century 
Gothic, modified to some extent, which we think mars the im- 
pressiveness of its front elevation. It is of St. Marys stone, giving 
an air of solidity and strength to the whole structure, Label 
mouldings, string sills, and arch stones are executed in Ohio sand- 
stone, while the roof is covered with slate. Central in the front 
elevation rises a massive tower to a height of 69 feet, crowned 
with a spire of 61 feet, making in all 130 feet from the base to the 
top of the gilded cross. The main entrance is beautifully executed 
in Ohio stone. On each side are two polished granite columns 
resting on moulded stone bases, and supporting richly-carved 
capitals, from which spring a pointed arch, also in Ohio stone 
Side elevations are broken by transepts and massive buttresses, 
fon each side of which is a lancet-shaped window. A long sanc- 
tunry of semicoctagonal shape occupies the north end, and is 
separated from the nave by a massive arch. The windows of the 
nave, transepts, and sanctuary are of translucent glass, each 
opening containing an artistically painted figure of a saint. The 
whole building is finely finished, and lighted with electricity. 
During 25 years Father Brennan has done a good work for the 
Catholics in St. Marys and vicinity. The congregation now con- 
sists of about 130 families, 

Early records in connection with St. James’ Anglican church are 
meagre and unsatisfactory, affording little data for a historian. 
Rev. Mr. Brough, who afterwards became archdeacon of Huron 
diocese, was the first Episcopal minister to visit St. Marys 
History leaves him the reputation of being a worthy man, full of 
zeal, and with a heart glowing with true missionary spirit. He 
was a faithful old pioneer. In 1843 he first visited Little Falls, 
Preaching to the few people settled there at that time. No 
regular incumbent of this denomination was stationed in 
Marys till 1856, when Rev. Mr. Lampman accepted the responsi- 
bility of organizing a congregation, During Mr. Lampman’s 
pastorate a church was erected. It was not completed, however, 
for several years, from causes which interfered sadly in those 
days with all enterprises, as well as building churches. A 
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rectory was purchased west of the river, where the minister 
resided until 1890, when it was sold, and the present house 
constructed, The present Anglican church building is of stone, 
and, since its renovation in 1886, is a striking illustration of 
‘old English ecclesiastical architecture. A prominent feature of 
this style is a low elevation, flanked at one corner with a heavy 
massive tower extending somewhat higher than the building 
itself. The cornice on this tower is coped with a heavy plinth in 
castellated form, giving to the whole an aspect of solidity rather 
than gracefulness in outline, Heavy buttresses support the walls 
Between each of these are lancet-shaped windows filled with tran 

Iucent glass, harmonizing with its interior arrangement. Upon 
completion of this edifice in 1886 it had on it a debt of about 
$5,000. It has had several benefactors in its history. Mrs. Hill, 
widow of Arundel Hill, an old pioneer of Blanshard, was donor of 
an elegant communion set, and till her death was a kind patron. 
‘A beautiful font of Carrara marble, the gift of Mrs. C. S. Rumsey 

is one of the interior ornaments, adding much to its appearance. 
‘The greatest benefactor this church perhaps ever had is its present 
rector, Rev. W. J. Taylor. Through his exertions in England a 
sufficient sum was obtained to release it from all indebtedness. 
‘A lectern and prayer desk were also gifts by Mr. Taylor, which, 
with a pipe organ, gives an air of impressiveness to its whole 




















interior 

Methodism in St, Marys did not exist as 
previous to 1848. Service was held by local preachers, of which 
there were several in Nissouri, as well as by regular ministers 
who chanced to visit the new settlement. Subsequent to the old 
stone school house on Queen street being erected, meetings were 
held in that building. A regular mission was first organized in 
1848 by Rev. William T, Williams, who was succeeded in 1849 
by Rev. Thomas Williams. During 1849 a report on membership. 
was presented, showing 119 names in good standing. Although 
Mr. Williams has the honour of establishing Methodism in St. 
Marys, he was by no means the apostle of this body in Blanshard. 
To Rev. Ephraim Evans undoubtedly belongs this distinction 
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His was the voice crying in the wilderness, “prepare ye the way. 
In 1842 this preacher had established a mission on the M. R. in 
the shanty of Mr. Johnston Armstrong, which organization is now: 
Zion church, 
Methodist progress in St. Marys was rapid, and in 185} 
church was built. This was of stone, nearly square, and rudely 
constructed. Twelve years later an addition was built 25 x 75 ft. 
making rather a commonplace looking sanctuary. Service was 
held in this building till 1879, when under the pastorate of Rev 
Dr. Rice a fine edifice was erected at a cost of $13,000. This did 
nat long suffice for the wants of this rapidly increasing congrega- 
tion, In 893 another large building was added for a Sabbath 
school and lecture room, and costing nearly $7,000. In 1896 
stil further accommodation was necessary, and the interior was 
remodelled at considerable cost. The auditorium of this church 
is 55 go ft., while its gallery is 50x 12 ft. This is a larger area 
thaa any other ecclesiastical building in St. Marys contains. Its 
interior is handsome. Beautiful translucent windows, Gothic 
pannelling, crimson-covered doors and ornamental ceiling give an 
effect worthy of the cause it is designed to serve. Not one of the 
old -rustee board who laid the first church foundation is now left, 
Messrs. Edward Long, Robert Dickie, Joshua Brink, and William 
Carroll (the greatest benefactor the old church ever had) have all 
passal away. Over 600 members are now on the roll of this 
flourishing congregation, under the ministration of Rev. Mr. 
Mannng. A Sabbath school is also conducted by Mr. Frank 
Butcher as superintendent, having soo names on the roll and an 
average attendance of 4oo every Sabbath day 
OF the religious denominations organized in St. Marys, that 
of the Baptist is most recent. Since its inception progress has 
been mirked ‘by a steady increase in numbers and influence. 
Amongst the earliest and most enthusiastic supporters of this body 
is Mr. & H. Mitchell, to whose zeal and untiring exertions it 
‘owes mush of its success. Services were first held in connection 
with this congregation by Elder Jones, who continued for two 
bsequent to Mr. Jones, Elder Freeman was inducted, 
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under whose ministrations much progress appears to have been 
made. Tn 1864 a church was erected, and in this modest though 
substantial building service is still held. A largely increased 
membership has led to steps being taken to construct a new build 
ing, more in keeping with the wealth and importance of the con- 
gregation, Before this work, therefore, will be issued, a large 
and handsome new building of brick will be erected in a central 
place at a cost of not less than $7,000. Financial affairs in this 
church have been managed with skill and economy, there being no 
liabilities, and it has a sufficient fund at its disposal to complete 
the new structure, Its members have rapidly increased. In 1864 
there were 18; at present there are over 100, A Sabbath school 
is conducted, with an attendance of 7o pupils, under Mr. Mitchell, 
who has been superintendent since its inception until a short time 
since, when, on his retirement, he was elected honorary superin~ 
tendent as a mark of approval for his long service. The congre- 
gation is now in charge of Rev. Mr. Chapman. 

The First Presbyterian is the pioneer church in St. Marys, as it 
certainly claims priority in establishment, and, at one| period of its 
existence, superiority in numbers over all other denominations. 
It appears a strange phase of early settlement that while 3lan- 
shard, west of the river, was largely located by North of Ireland 
Marys, lying wholly within its limits, was lirgely 











people, 
Scotch, This somewhat anamolous condition gave the Presby- 
terians an ascendency in St. Marys, which, although by no means 
to the same extent, they still retain, Barly records are somewhat 
meagre, or of such a character as are not historically useful 
Avonton has priority of establishment over any congregation in 
South Perth, St. Marys at one period forming a part. Rev. Mr. 
inner first established a mission at Little Falls, preaching in a 
cooper shop owned by one James Barron, corner of Queen and 
Wellington streets. Mr. Skinner also preached near Prospect 
Hill prior to 1847, dispensing baptismal rites in several fimilies in 








that section, Rev. Dr. Proudfoot was first stationed minister, 
residing in a log shanty on the hill top near Mr. Josep Pearin’s 
farm residence, On one occasion Mr. John Legg, sr-,took over 
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his oxen to root up a small patch amongst the stumps, where the 
minister could plant a few potatoes. Having completed this work, 
Mr, Proudfoot asked what he had to pay, “I'll tak’ ma pay in 
preaching,” responded the backwoods man. “Aweel, ma maun, if 
my preaching doesna pay you better than it does me we'll a’ 
starve thegeither, for my pouch has been as empty o’ siller for 
the last six months as the collection plate on Sunday,” which, in 
those days, was likely to be true, 

In 1851 a grant was made by Thomas Ingersoll, for a nominal 
sum of five shillings, of lots ro and 11 on Church and Widder 
streets to erect a church. A bond was given for the deed until 
1870, when a transfer was completed. This site was still in 
bush, and a “bee” was made, sufficient space being cleared for 
present purposes. In 1852 Rev, Dr. Caven, now and for many 
years principal of Knox college, Toronto, had been ordained and 
succeeded Dr. Proudfoot. A frame church was erected during this 
year, but was not completed for some time subsequently, the con- 
gregation sitting on planks laid on blocks of wood. As years 








passed on addition after addition was made to this old structure, 
until it seemed like a great mole-hill crowning beautiful site and 
trying to crawl down into the valley. In 1873 a committee was 
appointed to canvass for funds to erect a new building which 





would seat not less than 1,000 people, and cost not more than 
$15,000, no contract to be let till $12,000 was subseribed and 
$8,000 paid up. Abundant success was the result of this move- 
ment. $10,000 was at once subscribed, and the committee advised 
that a new building be erected. I subjoin a list of this committee, 
who were all staunch men of that olden time :—William, 
William Brown, Robert Harstone, Thomas McIntyre, John Sander 
son, T. O. Robson, John Adair, Jas R. Moore, Robert Barbour, 
David Junior, Wm, Melatosh, Malcolm Laughton, Alex. Woods, 
Alex. Robertson, David A. Robertson, John McLean, Thomas 
Crozier, Wm. McGregor, and Wm. Somerville, It was not till 
1882, however, that the present edifice was erected at a cost of 
$16,000. This is a massive and imposing building, erown- 
a beautiful height. On its southern elevation is a tower sur- 
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mounted by a tall, tapering spire, which is conspicuous for many 
miles away. Its interior is comfortable and elegant in design. 
‘The ceilings are trussed, pannelled, and frescoed, producing a 
pleasing effect. A large pipe organ adorns its northern wall in 
rear of the choir gallery. ‘This congregation, under the ministea- 
tions of Rev. Mr. Cosgrove, who was inducted in 1891, is in a 
flourishing condition, and has a membership roll of 350. There is 
‘also a Sabbath school, having an average attendance of over 100 
childres 
Knox church is a branch of the First Presbyterian, and was 
organized in 1879, the corner stone of a new building being laid by 
Mr, Milner Harrison on August sth. This building is of brick, 
and is the least imposing of all St. Marys churches. The original 
structure, which was destroyed by fire on March 16, 1891, was 
much more elaborate in its exterior decorations than the present 
one, This misfortune was a serious blow to the congregation, but 
in December following it rose again from its ashes, being opened 
for public worship by Principal Grant, It is proper to say here that 
the marvellous progress displayed in re-building was largely due 
to efforts of the Harrison family. Mr. and Mrs, Milner Harrison 
had contributed over $3,000 to the first building. On its recon- 
in made. Mrs. J. Dy 
other mem- 





















struction further liberal donations were 
Moore was also a large contributor, and with many 
bers of the church, who gave according to their ability, the 
building was again completed free from debt. Beginning at its 
organization with 62 members, it had in 1885 increased to 125 
During November of that year Rev. Alexander Grant was 
inducted into this charge, under whose ministration the roll of 
members has been increased to 360. There is also_a Sabbath 
school, having on its roll the names of 170 pupils, and an average 








attendance ot 116. 

‘St. Marys churches are now most creditable to the liberality and 
religious spirit of her people, and in no town of its population in 
Canada ean they be excelled either for solidity or imposing design. 
‘The location of all is exceedingly fine, crowning those beautiful 
elevations which add so much to the picturesque environment of 
this delightful little town, 
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Prior to 1855 St. Marys formed a portion of Blanshard. 
During this year separation took place, each having a local 
government of its own. At this period its assessed value 
amounted to £112,000, oF $448,000. In 1836 she predicated her 
first loan of $20,000. This was obtained for very laudable pur- 
poses. First, to build a school; second, to procure a fire engine; 
third, to improve the streets. In 1858, therefore, was completed 
the central school building, and which was designated section 
No. 1. School taxes were collected by a person appointed 
specially for that purpose. A warrant was issued to John Sparling 
to collect and pay over “all the said monies opposite their several 
names." This warrant was signed by Joseph Brink, chairman, 
Milner Harrison, Samuel Fraleigh, William Moserip, A, 
M, Gorman and Lauriston Crattenden, trustees. Three hundred 
pounds was set apart to purchase a fire engine. It is to be 
regretted that this old piece of machinery, which was honoured by 
the name ‘ Triumph,” should have been recently sold for a paltry 
sum of $200. It was now historical, and on many occasions had 
done good service in saving property in St. Marys. The balance 
of this loan was expended in improving streets. In 1858 a 
further investment of $1,000 was made in Exeter and St. Marys 
gravel road stock. This afterwards became a total loss, the road 
being sold at sheriff's sale, realizing only that amount to cover a 
capital of $50,000, ‘The assessed value of this penne has 
largely increased since 1835, and in rgor reached $1,194,175 If 
Values have advanced, taxation has more than kept pace, amount- 
ing in that year to nearly $30,000. It appears to be an inherent 
principle in taxation to increase, and seems beyond all power in 
heaven and earth to control. When we consider the tremendous 


efforts put forth by municipal men to save money for their 
constituents, we are often surprised at results. Since this loan of 
$20,000 was obtained large amounts have been added from time 
to time to her indebtedness. ‘These sums have been expended on 
commendable objects—in water works costing $40,000, electric 
light plant, erecting municipal building, in constructing perman- 
ent granolithic sidewalks, and improvement of roads. This 
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expenditure has been rendered necessary in order to keep pace 
‘vith a constantly increasing wealth and an extending intelligence 
nd refinement of her people 

Sujoined is a list of officers since St, Marys was first incor- 
porated, in 18 

Reeves. -1853-6, Thomas B. Guest; 1857, Gilbert Metntoshs 
1838-9, David A. Robinson; 1860, Milner Harrison; 1861 
Joseph McDougall; 1853, Gilbert Melntosh. 

Th 1864 St. Marys became an incorporated town, and! withdrew 
fom county 
elected 

Mayors, —1864, T. B. Guest; 1865, William V. Hutton; 1966-7, 
conge Melntyre; 1968-0, Thomas Iredale; 1870-1, John E. Hard- 
ings 1872, Duncan Millers 1873-4, C. S. Jones; 1875-6, Richard 
Box; 1877, A. E. Ford; 1878-9, David A. Robinson; 1880-1, E. W. 
Harding; 1882-3, J. J. Crabbey 1884-5, H. Fred. Sharps 1886-7, 
Samuel $. Myers: 1888-9, Thos. D. Stantey;.1890-1, J. W. Poole; 
T8025, Gilbert H. Melotyres 189425, W. C. Moserip; 1856-7, 
William Dunseith; 1898-9, Charles Richardson; 1900-1, George D. 
Lowrie; 1902, Frank Butcher. 

‘Clerks.--1855-8, John Sparling; 1839-61, Leon M. Clenchs 
1862.75, Lauriston Cruttenden; 1880-9, William Wiliams; 1850- 
1902, Leonard Harstone. 

Treasurers. —1855-69, Edward Long; 1870-1, Robert 
1872-1901, Edward Long: 1902, Miss Long. 

“Assestrs.—1855-7,, Wm. 

1862.75, Won. N. Ford 1880-1, James Robinson; 1882-8, J. W 
Poole; 188, R. S. Barbour, N. E. Birteh, Jas. Thompson; 1890-2, 
Robert White; 1893-4, Jas. Hartison; 1893-1092, Jas. Kennedy. 

Collectors.--1855-8, William Sparrow; 1859-54, George Jack- 
son; 186g, Thomas McIntyre; 1866-8, Wm. N. Ford; 1869, Wn. 
Box; 1870, John Thompson; 1871-81, Wm. Box; 1882-93, N. Es 
Birtch; 1894-5, Wm. J. White; 1896-1092, Richard Shepherd. 

UUuditors 1855-7, G. F. Huiton, J. R. Glendinen; 1858, G. F. 
Hutton, Jas. Coleman; 1859, G. . Hutton, J. D. MeDonald 
1860-1, Wm. Sparrow, John Harrison; 1862-3, L. A. McIntyre, 








mmunicipal organization, no subsequent reeves being 
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1864, Patrick Whelihan, L. A. McIntyre; 1865, 
Jas. Eaton, Patrick Whelihan; 1866, Jas. Eaton, Wm. Brown; 

67, Jas. Eaton, Joseph McDougall; 1868, Wm. Brown, L. A. 
Melntyre; 1869, Wm. Brown, Thos. Moore: 1870, Jas. Eaton, 
Wm. Brown; 1871-2, Wm. Somerville, Wm. Brown; 1873, Wm. 
Somerville, G. B, Smith; 1874, G. B. Smith, Wm. Hutton; 
1875-7, Wm. Hutton, Wm. Somerville; 1878-80, Wm. V. Hutton, 
Robt. Harstone; 1881-91, Wm. Somerville, Wm. V. Hutton; 
1892, James Schlater, Wm, Robinson; 1893-5, N. C. Monte: 
zambert, Charles Whelihan; 1895-1902, Gilean McLean, H. A. Le 
White. 

Chiefs of Police. 1855-62, David H. Cuff; 1863-6, Thomas 
Woolway; 1867-8, Michael Egan; 1869-72, James Dulmage; 
1873-9, William Herrington; 1880-97, Adam Mitchell; 1898-1902, 
Frank Young. 
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Listowel is a modern town, Its early history is merged in that 
of Elma and Wallace townships, a portion of each being incorpor- 
ted in 1866 as Listowel, In this neighborhood, and, indeed, 
Where the business parts are now built, settlers first located 

they followed the stream, and on its 





True to pioneer usuage: 
forest-covered banks entered on their task of cutting out homes 
for themselves in this unbroken wilderness. Mr. John Bioning 
was first to locate permanently at this point, on what after surveys 
were completed was found to be lot 26, concession 1, Wallace. 





This was in January, 1852, It appears that a shanty had been 
erected here even prior to this by a person named Henry, who 
had squatted near the river. This adventurer was for some time 

was none to 








‘monarch of all he surveyed, for his right ther 
dispute.” Mr. Binning bought the rights of this squatter, not 
only to his shanty, but to all his possessions, for a rifle, An 
agreement transferring this part of Canada's fertile soil was made 
ton a piece of paper one of the parties thereto was possessed of, @ 
burnt stick being used as a pencil. On this land a large portion 
of Listowel is now built, Mr, Binning extended his right of con- 
Guest eastward, which he might have done for many miles with- 
set encroaching on his neighbours. On a part of his eastern 
possessions he afterwards gave up ail claim to Mr. G. W. Dodd 
Fora barrel of flour. In those days a squatter’s rights were easily 
obtained ; which, indeed, were no rights at all beyond priority 
Of settlement. In case of dispute by adjoining occupants regard- 
ingg boundary lines it would have been impossible to establish & 
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claim to any particular lot where a survey had not bk 
‘There was no incentive to enter suit for any piece of land when 
it could be obtained in unlimited quantities simply by entering in 
and taking possession. Previous to Mr. Binning a settler named 
Peter Twamley had preceded him, penetrating still further into 
that unknown solitude, and keeping close to the stream. These 
two neighbours, although only a mile or two apart, were quite 
oblivious of each other's proximity. No sound had they heard in 
those silent forest halls, except such as were peculiar to Canadian 
forest life. Each one, no doubt, considered his own quiet 
hermitage as far removed from those haunts where men pursue 
phantoms with fond but deluding hopes of finding what never did 
nor never shall exist—pure and unalloyed happiness. 

Mr. Binning, with his wife and child, had been alone in the 
wilderness for several weeks when, on a beautiful calm morning, 
he distinctly heard echoing through the woods the sound of a 
woodman’s axe. He communicated his discovery to his wife, who 
also heard that steady, monotonous stroke which often guided 
wanderers to a place of rescue in those olden times. Their excite 
‘ment became intense at the idea that even here, after all, they 
were not alone. ‘Though man’s inhumanity to man may be pro- 
ductive of much evil in this world, yet man's humanity to man 
is also productive of much good. With all our shortcomings and. 
seeming neglect of each other, the idea that we are alone and 
isolated from those of our own species, or that a time may come 
when we will be separated from home, from kindred, from those 
we love, and who may love us, seems to dry up the sap from our 
loftiest thoughts and noblest aspirations. Mr, Binning 
anxious, therefore, to look on a man’s face once more. Follow- 
ing that direction from which the sound seemed to proceed, a 
walk of a mile or two brought him and Mr. Twamley face to face. 
Both men looked at each other in amazement, as if an apparition 
hhad arisen from the earth. 

Daring next summer came William Wisner, John Williams, 
and Robert Tremaine, who also settled in Elma. John Tremaine 
located where the post office now stands, the others further east. 

26 
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Another early settler was James Barber, who purchased 400 acres 
in Elma, where a considerable portion of Listowel is now built, 
Samuel Davidson, Thomas McDonnell, and John Climie were early 
settlers, locating about 1854. In 1855 came Mr. D. D. Hay from 
Innisfil, in Simcoe, to spy out this new land. Prior to his return 
he- purchased three acres from Mr. Barber, on which he subs 

quently erected a mill, always an important industey in a new 
settlement. Returning to his home, he reported on the great 
possibilities of this new county. In 1856 the family, comprising 
D. D., Thomas Erskine, Robert, John, and William G., along 
with their father, became permanent residents. All of this family 
were men of singular energy, and exerted a vast influence in this 
section of Perth County, always to their credit, be it spoken, on 
the side of progress and the people's best interests. Mr. D. D. 
Hay was a valuable acquisition, not only to Listowel, but to this 
county generally. His public spirit, his restless and untiring zeal 
in promoting schemes for developing this new land was in a large 
degree honourable to his character as a citizen. Our readers are 
referred to a biographical sketch of the life and work of this man 














elsewhere 

Tn 38; 
black stumps, logs, and brush heaps would seem a hopele: 
dition ever to be transformed into macadam roads and concrete 
sidewalks, Across the river a tree had fallen, forming the only 
means of passing from each side for pedestrians, while the oxen 
land sled found a passage for themselves amongst logs and mud- 
holes of unsearchable depths, During this year Mr. W. H. 
Hacking arrived, and purchased one acre of land from Mr. 
Tremaine, paying therefore $100, on which he erected a general 
store. It would appear as if land had rapidly increased in value 
since Mr. Binning sold 100 acres for a barrel of flour. No doubt 
land had increased in value. Mr. Hay was preparing to erect his 
mill, Mr. Hacking was cutting logs for his store, and, above all, 
settlers were pouring into the fertile surrounding country. All 





Main street was almost yet in a state of nature. Great 








these indicated that an important town would spring up at this 
point at no distant day. Logs for the new commercial emporium 
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being secured, bushmen came long distances to assist in raising 
it, At gatherings of this kind events were discussed and questions 
settled which would have puzzled courts or senates. On this 
occasion, after long and no doubt festive deliberation, it was 
decided that this new metropolis, whose first building they were 
erecting, should be called Mapleton, 

Meantime foundations for a rival commercial centre were being 
laid west of the river. Mr. William Gibson erected a log building 
in Elma, where he sold groceries and liquors. This place after 
wards became a hotel, the first in this little hamlet. Mr. Gibson 

med this place Windham. Subsequent to a post office being 
‘opened by Mr. Hacking, both these names (Windham and Maple- 
ton) were discontinued, and Listowel substituted instead. 

In 1836 arrived Mr. D. D. Campbell, who erected a feame 
structure on Main street in Wallace, the first frame building i 
Listowel, opening a general store. This gave a still greater 
impetus to trade, which together with a post affice and Mr. Hay's 
mills, soon transformed what four or five years previous was a 
wilderness into a lively little hamlet. As these business men 
arrived, the professions were soon represented. Many of those 
conveniences were now introduced which always follow in the 
wake of civilization, and whose presence indicate a refined and 
Progressive character in the people. In 1866 the village had a 

lation of 800 souls. 

Listowel at present may be appropriately called a “town of 
stately homes."” The architectural beauty and variety of design 
displayed in private residences everywhere are such as to challenge 
the admiration of strangers. As a rule, homes of our Canadian 


people, particularly in rural districts, and to some extent in towns 
‘and villages, denote a sameness in construction, somewhat 
monotonous. This is not so in Listowel. There is no sameness. 


There is an absence, too, of that severity in finish and design so 
conspicuous in Canadian architecture. ‘The handsome dwellings 
erected on residential streets are varied in appearance, and each 
Proprietor seems to have vied with his neighbour to eclipse him both 
in size and in elaborate and ornate embellishment, Streets have 
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been graded, sidewalks mace, shade trees planted, whose foliage in 
summer affords comfort and protection to the passer by. A man’s 
home is the palace of his gods, and in proportion as he worships 
so shall that palace be, as far as his ability will permit. When we 
ook back at that time well remembered by many still living, when 
‘a solitary shanty indicated human life, and the river was crossed 





by a fall 
great, indeed. 

As population continued to increase school accommodation 
became necessary. This led to a building of logs being erected 
for school purposes. Like similar structures in pioneer days, 
services were held within its walls by all religious denominations. 
It frequently happened at these old schools, that as one congrega~ 
tion of worshippers retired another at once took their places, and 
0 the voice of praise was heard from morning until late at night 
rising up to heaven from these humble places. In all towns and 
villages in Perth County the school house only for years wa 
available for public meetings of any kind. In these old log build- 
ings embryonic statesmen roared in patriotic fervor, pouring out 
terrific elucidation of the wrongs of their long suffering and mis- 
governed country, Here a chairman at social gatherings told his 
drollest anecdotes, and eulogized the ladies of the locality for their 
splendid repast, to which all had done ample justice. This, doubt- 
fess, would be true. Of all the inconveniences inseparable from 
pioneer lifeand they were many—want of an appetite was not 
fone of them. When our backwoods orators had ascended the 
platform, and in a good-natured, homely manner drawn on their 
stores of broad humour, the old log walls fairly rang with mirth 
‘Teavelling mountebanks, also, for a small contribution to the cause 
of education, were permitted by trustees to display their tricks of 
legerdemain to admiring maidens and youths clad in homespun, 
from back concession lines, arousing their cupidity by an exhibi- 


tree, comparing it with to-day, progress has been very 


























tion of something marvellous and incomprehensible. Around 
these old schools happy memories still linger, and many grey 
haired men and women now slowly wandering on in life's sunset 
shadows, will experience yet a thrill of joy at some happy remem 
brance of those school days that come back never more. 
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It was not till 1877 that Listowel did itself justice in providing 
school accommodation, When action was taken, it was in no 
piggardly manner. During that year was constructed a hand- 
some central school, quite in keeping with that liberality displayed 
in private residences and other improvements. This building is 
of brick, two stories in height, surmounted by a tower, which 
gives it an imposing effect. Nine teachers are employed in its 
several departments at present, with Mr. G. W. Slaughter as 
principal, his assistants being all females. Mr. Benjamin Roth- 
well, who was first principal in this school, had at one period 
under his charge 330 pupils, but by some inexplicable reason an 
increase in inhabitants has been followed by a decrease in school 
population, the average being now 450. The original contracts 
for this school building amounted to $10,000, which, before its 
final completion, was supplemented by various sums, until it cost 
nearly $15,000. A good site was chosen, comprising two acres 
of land, which has been planted with trees, giving the whole a 
trim appearance. 

In 1879 steps were taken to erect a high school. $6,000 was 
set apart for this purpose, but as usual in such enterprises, it had 
to be supplemented by various sums prior to completion, until 
over $8,000 had been expended. The site of this schoo! is equal 
to that of the central, and was a gift to Listowel by a public- 
spirited citizen named Peter Lillico, This building is tasteful and 
modern in construction, although not so large as the central, nor 
even quite so imposing. In this school are three teachers, in- 
cluding Mr. W. A. Phillip, the head master. The average attend- 

During that period between 1866 (when local government was 
assumed with a population of Soo) and 1874, a very short period 
in the life of a municipality, material progress was greater in 
Listowel than at any other time in its history. A by-law was 
passed in 1874 providing for a census being taken preparatory to 
its elevation to the dignity of a town. On completion of this 
enumeration by Mr, Thos. E, Hay, it was found that the popula~ 
tion amounted to 2,054, oF a sufficient number to entitle Listowel 
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to incorporation, The Governor-General, on application being 
made, issued his proclamation carrying out the wishes of the 
people, By comparing her population in 1866 with that found by 
Mr. Hay in 1874, so large an increase in a period of eight years 
certainly indicates that an impetus must have been received from 
some extraneous circumstance beyond that natural increase likely 
to occur in @ country town. An explanation will be found, we 
think, in the action of her public men. To effect railway connec 
tion with the main trunk lines in Canada was a prudent policy. It 
was, therefore, by a wise disposition of municipal finances she 
secured means of communication which gave at once a marvellous 
impetus to her development. 

Prior to 1871 there was no railroad connection. Without this 
Listowel must have remained a pleasant country village. It is 
true that through Mr. D. D. Hay's efforts gravel roads had been 
constructed. These extended in several directions. They were 
of little use, however, in centralizing surplus produce at this point 
without means of removing it to market. Gravel roads extended 
through Logan to Mitchell, and through Mornington to Stratford, 
in either case a distance of thirty miles. These were doubtless far 
in advance of the old erossway, but were still short of those 
requirements in a progressive country. In 1871, therefore, a 
by-law was submitted granting $13,000 to aid in extending the 
W., G. & B. railroad to Listowel. This was an excellent stroke 
of policy, creating and giving an impetus to that rapid progress 
so apparant for ten years subsequent to its passing. Without 
this connection their interests would have suffered very seriously, 
and a great portion of trade from Mornington, Elma, and Wallace 
must have been diverted to Palmerston, then fast growing into 




















importance. The idea of a Stratford & Huron railroad was so far 
inchoate, and the movement effectually offset all possibility of 
trade being concentrated in this northern railway centre. Not 
only did Listowel retain her former importance, but trade was 
farther augmented by establishing new industries. In 1873 con- 
struction of the Stratford & Huron railway had become a fact, 
and a further sum of $13,000 was granted to this enterprise 
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Accommodation was thus afforded by having connection with 
Stratford and the north. Although these roads were afterwards 
absorbed in the G. T. system, destroying competition in rates, 
better facilities and means of communication was now afforded 
Listowel than has fallen to the lot of many important sections in 
this country. When these lines were completed the town became 
a great shipping point. ‘Thus has arisen her commercial 
supremacy. By the activity of her people these she still retains 
in a constantly increasing volume, 

It is noticeable that from these enlarged facilities and constant 
increase in population, the projects of her council became more 
ambitious, Notwithstanding that a debt of $30,000 had been 
incurred, a further liability of $26,000 was assumed for local 
improvements. OF this sum $10,000 was set apart for construct 
ing @ central school, $8,000 for mills, $3,500 for gravel roads, 
$2,000 for fire protection, $1,500 Elma debt and interest, and 
$1,000 to purchase a new cemetery. A further sum of $3,600 
was also raised to purchase a new fire engine. In 1879 $7,000 
was set apart for local improvements, consisting of a fire hall 
and lock-up, $2,000 supplementary grant to the central school 
building, and $1,000 for opening streets and improving fire pro- 
tection. During this year, also, $6,000 was provided for erecting. 
high school, It appears to me worthy of note that while im- 
provements were being carried out, and the people were putting 
forth their energies in every direction, nothing is said regarding a 
municipal building, unless we accept the fire hall and lock-up as 
being specially designed to accommodate the town officers. I may 
also be permitted to say that for a town with its stately homes; 
its public buildings, second to none in the province where a similar 
population is gathered together; its manufacturing establishments, 
extensive and built of costly material, giving the town an impos- 
ing appearance, it is not creditable that a dilapidated stru 
4 principal street should be still used as a town hall 

In 1883 the last important addition was made to the town’s 
indebtedness by a loan of $10,000 for re-constructing bridges 
carried away by a flood, two of which were on main streets. In 
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1880 seven hotel and two shop licenses were issued at a charge of 
$110 for hotels and $200 for shops. Old Father Time, who has 
wrought many changes since that period, has also placed his 
finger here, there being now only three. These are first-class, 
however, spacious, and well conducted. From the days when the 
pioneer placed a tallow candle in a socket made from a potato, and 
whose dim light scarcely penetrated the dark recesses of his 
shanty, except the coal oil lamp, previous to 1880 there was no 
system of lighting. During that year a gas company was organ- 
ized, with W. J. Hay and Thomas E. Hay as principal promoters. 
This institution supplied light till 1897, when the same company 
introduced electricity, thus supplying the people with the latest 
and most approved mode of lighting. Here, also, will be found 
representatives of nearly the whole of the benevolent societies, all 
clevating and doing good, each in its own sphere. The sixty 
volumes received from Wallace at separation, as Listowel’s share 
of the public library, have grown and expanded to thousands of 
volumes, and is known as the mechanies’ institute library. 

While manufacturing, educational and commercial interests 
were being fostered and promoted with judgment and forethought 
by the citizens, the church had not been idle nor neglectful of her 
duty. OF all denominations represented in Listowel the Congre- 
gationalists were pioneers, They were first to erect a building 
where service could be held, and with a true spirit of Christianity 
‘opened their doors to all other denominations, A number of their 
leading members were Scotch originally, who resided not far 
distant from the haunts and homes of old Covenanters. They 
apparently had a large portion of that Jatitudinarian spirit, which 
is a graceful attribute in all minds, according unto others those 
privileges they think proper for themselves. 

Organization in this congregation was almost simultaneous 
with early settlement. In 1836 Rev. Mr. Snider from Stratford 
initiated religious observances. Rev. Mr. McGregor afterwards 
became first regular minister. Progress has not been great, how- 
ever, owing to removal of a large number of their people. At its 
organization there were about forty members, now increased to 
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sixty, A neat and substantial brick church was erected a number 
of years ago at a cost of $4,500. A good Sabbath school is 
conducted by A. Climie in connection with this congregation. 

In 1886 a Baptist church was organized by Rev. Mr. Dack. 
This congregation, although progressive, never had a large num- 
ber of members, On its first being established thirteen members 
only comprised the roll, which has since been increased to fifty. If 
this congregation was not numerically strong, they certainly 
evinced great liberality in constructing a substantial building at a 
cost of $4,500, where services are now held by Rev. A. J. Sanders, 
present incumbent, There is also a good Sabbath school, having 
an attendance of about 0 pupils, with Mr. Joseph Bennett as 
superintendent. 

Presbyterianism, since its introduction into Listowel, has been 
perhaps most progressive. In early days Rev. Mr. Renwick, who 
was the apostle of Presbyterianism in this northern section, first 
established a mission here in connection with Molesworth. This 
arrangement continued till 1868, when a separation took place. 
Rev. John Bell was inducted at Listowel as first minister in what 


was rapidly becoming an important station. At this period 
the new congregation had about 100 members. The influence of 
a resident minister was soon felt, and continuous if not rapid pro- 
gress was made, until at present there are 430 members. A 
small frame church was first erected, in which service was held 


for a number of years. A rapid accumulation of wealth in this 
congregation, and steady increase in numbers, rendered the con- 
struction of a new building indispensable to a further successful 
prosecution of their work, A new brick church was, therefore, 
erected at a cost of $20,000, This is a noble building, and we 
are constrained to say is not inferior to any ecclesiastical edifice of 
this denomination in Perth County. A ‘kist o” whustles” has 
also been added at a cost of $2,000. In connection with this 
church is a Sabbath school, under Mr. T. L. Hamilton, with an 
average attendance of about 200 pupils. In this department Mr. 
Hamilton has associated with him twenty other teachers. There 
js also a full staff of auxiliaries in church work. These comprise 
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a ladies’ aid, young’ people's guild, W. F. M. S., and an energetic 
session. During 1901 $4,797 was contributed by this congrega- 
tion for church work, with an expenditure of about an equal 
amount. Rev. Mr. Hardie is pastor in this congregation, under 
whose ministrations good progress is still being made, 

The congregation of the Evangelical Association of Listowel 
was organized in 1876 by Rev. Philip Winkler. A frame building 
was purchased from the Lutheran congregation in 1876, where 
services were held for a number of years, In 1886 their present 
brick edifice was erected at a cost of $3,000. This organization 
was instituted with 12 members, now increased to 73. There is 
also a Sabbath school, having an attendance of over 70 pupils. 
‘This department is under Mr. George Dippel as superintendent, 
with whom are associated 12 assistants. Rev. Mr. Eidt is pastor. 

Methodism, although not established in Listowel for several 
years subsequent to churches of that denomination in Elma, has 
made good progress. Services were first held in 1864, by Rev 
Mr, Armstrong, an old pioneer preacher in this county. He 
in other sections, it had a small beginning, the principal promoters 
in this village being William McKinney, A. B, Riggs, James Lee, 
and J. W. Scott, Rev. Mr. Sanderson was the first stationed 
minister, completing organization in 1865, A frame building was 
also erected, at a cost of $1,000. At that period 12 members and 
a few adherents constituted this now important congregation. In 
1866 a Sabbath school was organized by Mr. William McKinney, 
he being first superintendent. During 1886, or subsequent to 
Methodist union, when church organization was effected on a 
broader basis, the present substantial brick building was erected, 

















at a cost of $15,000. There is now a membership in connection 
of over 350, with a large number of adherents. 180 pupils attend 
the Sabbath school, conducted by Mr. G. W. Slaughter, principal 
of the public schools, who, with a staff of assistants, is doi 
‘good work in what may he called the nursery of Christianity. 
The congregation of United Brethren was organized in 1887, 
Rev. Mr. Love being first minister. This church had at its incep- 
tion about 30 members, which number still remains. A neat frame 
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building has been erected, at a cost of about $2,000, where 
services are now held by Rev. Mr. Munday. A Sabbath school 
is also conducted by Mr. J. Kilgour, having on the roll about 
100 pupils. 

‘The Anglican congregation in Listowel was founded in 1862 by 
Rev. Canon Newman, and a small frame church was erected in 
1863 on the south side of Main street, Messrs. George Draper, 
William Gibson, W. T. Waugh, J. A. Halstead, and William 
Keever, with few others, were its promoters, The first vestry 
meeting of which there is any record was held in April, 1867, 
when their old church was removed to where the present building 
now stands, and which was subsequently destroyed by fire. From 
its ashes arose the present beautiful structure, erected at a cost of 
$10,000, In a town containing so many fine buildings, this 
church is also creditable to the liberality and public spirit of the 
Anglican body. The edifice is of stone, and in Old English style 
of architecture, with nave, transepts, chancel, vestry, and tower. 
Heavy buttresses in the walls, finished with massive copings, give 
the exterior an imposing appearance. Its interior arrangements, 
with their elaborate and ornate decorations, are beautiful and 
impressive, A handsome oak pulpit, with several other adorn- 
ments, were the gift of Rev. H. W. Jeanes, a former minister 
This minister was not alone in his desire to render as attractive as 
possible the altar at which he worshipped, his example being 
followed by Mrs. H. B, Morphy and other citizens, whose taste and 
liberality are displayed in gifts of costly and beautiful materials for 
adornment appropriate to the house of God. The roll of this 
congregation now contains the names of 200 communicants, and 
as many adherents. There is also a Sabbath school, with an 
average attendance of about 200 pupils, under the superintendence 
of Mr. A. St. George Hawkins. 

Before leaving this part of our history of Listowel, it is proper 
to state as an indication of the social condition of the people that 
the professions are fully represented. In the medical department 
are Dr. S. T. Rutherford, Dr. John Philip, Dr. Albert Nichol, Dr. 
J. Thompson, and Dr. Dingman. The law firms are Morphy 
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& Carthew, Blewitt & Bray, Mr. T. C. Hamilton, and Mr. J. E. 
Terhune. Listowel has practising dentists—Dr. William Bruce, 
Dr. A. McDowall, and Dr. J. J. Foster. Financial institutions 
‘are represented by the Bank of Hamilton, Imperial Bank, and the 
private bank of J. W. Scott. 

Listowel has two weekly papers, whose efforts have done much 
to advance the material interests of those amongst whom they 
circulate. ‘The Banner was founded in 1866 by Thomas E. Hay 
and J. H. Hacking, and was first issued as a four-page sheet, 
18 x 24. This paper has been a consistent advocate of Reform 
principles since its inception, giving its support on all occasions 
to those measures it considered calculated to serve the best 
interests of the country. Mr. William Climie is now proprietor 
and publisher, issuing an eight-page sheet, 17 x 22. 

In 1871 was issued the Standard, as a four-page paper, by Mr. 
A. St. George Hawkins and W. L. Kells as publishers and pro- 
prietors. At the end of two years Mr. Kells retired, Mr. Hawkins 
assuming full control. ‘The Standard is issued as 4 Conservative 
party organ. Its publisher, while he is not tinctured with fossil 
Toryism, believes that political innovation should not be experi- 
mental, but rather supplemental to the people's wants. At the 
‘end of 31 years the Standard has grown to an eight-page paper, 
and is still in the hands of Mr. Hawkins, one of its first proprietors, 

No history of a community can be complete without some indi- 
cation of those industries which give employment to its citizens. 
It is from manufacturing establishments that wealth is brought to 
any commercial centre, and they are, therefore, of great import- 
ance to material development. Next to Stratford, Listowel is the 
largest manufacturing town in this county. Most prominent of 
these establishments is that of the Morris, Field, Rogers Company, 
Limited. This company was organized in 1891 to manufacture 
Morris pianos, and is most creditable to the enterprise of Listowel. 
A great four-storey building of white brick has been erected, 
equipped with modern machinery, and of impressive exterior 
appearance. From 80 to 100 men are employed in this factory, 
many of whom supply skilled labour in order to produce a high 
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artistic effect on their goods. ‘These instruments are sent to South 
Africa, Britain, France, Germany, Spain, and to every section of 
four own country. Under the management of President J. W. 
Scott and Vice-President Lieut.-Col. D. D. Campbell, with J. C. 
McDowell as executive officer, this enterprise has been a success. 

The Listowel Furniture Company was organized in 1900. A fine 
brick building, which is being largely extended, has been erected 
to accommodate this institution. ‘The principal promoters of this 
factory were Messts. Kay, Wahl, McDuff, Fleming, and Andrew 
Forsch, who is president. From 50 to 75 hands are employed 
in this industry, and goods sent to every corner of the world, 
almost. Bedroom suites, sideboards, bookcases, chiffoniers, all of 
high-class manufacture, are special lines. A considerable amount 
of skilled labour is also employed in producing these goods, which 
commands liberal compensation. 

Perhaps the oldest establishment in Listowel next to Mr. Hay's 
mills is a tannery, originated by Messrs. Towner and John Camp- 
bell in 1867. This industry in 1891 became the property of the 
Breithaupt Leather Company, and is now managed by Mr. Charles 
Anderson, In this establishment are employed from 20 to 3o hands, 
where the weekly output of goods is large and still increasing. 

An infant establishment in this progressive town is the Bent 
Chair Factory, which began operations in 1902, A. splendid 
building has also been erected to accommodate this business, now 
managed by a board of directors—John Watson, president. It is 
gratifying to know that a constantly increasing demand for goods 
of this class in our new territories has made this factory a suecess, 
and given employment to from 4o to 50 hands, 

In 1882 Bamford Bros. opened an establishment as contractors 
and builders. Planing mills were erected, equipped with modern 
machinery. ‘This business has expanded as other manufactories 
increased, and employs now from 12 to 15 men. 

In the manufacture of agricultural implements Gilles & Martin 
employ over 50 men. This is comparatively an old-established 
business, re-organized about 1894 under its present management, 
having now a large trade. 
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Besides these large manufacturing establishments, where many 
hands find remunerative employment, there is also a woollen mill 

perhaps the earliest manufacturing business in Listowel—now, 
and for over a quarter of a century, operated and owned by B. F. 
Brook. An old establishment is that owned by Horne & Calder 
as a planing mill for manufacturing building material, employing 
a number of men. These, with Meyers & Co.'s large flouring 
mills, managed by Josephus Meyers; the marble works of Robert 
T, Kemp, and the brewery of John Watson, constitute the prin- 
cipal industries in Listowel, 

In 1896 Mr, Edward Sergeant opened a torwarding business for 
exporting dairy products and eggs. This is of great importance 
to the agricultural community, as affording an outlet for their 
surplus goods of this kind at remunerative prices, The business 
is now of large volume, and increasing, an indication of its 
appreciation by those it was designed to serve. 

In 1902 Listowel's assessment roll gave @ population of 2,661, 
and a total assessed value of $830,850, or an increase in value 
over the preceding year of $37,450. 

Executive officers in Listowel since it was set apart as an 
incorporated village, in 186 

Reeves. 1867-72 D. D. Hay; 1873-4, D. D. Campbel 
80, Thos. E. Hay; 1881-2, John A. Hacking; 1883, Alex. Davitt; 
1883-3, D. D. Campbell; 1886-7, Thos. E. Hay; 1888, D. D. 
Campbell; 1889-90, Thos. E. Hay; 1891, Samuel Bricker; 1892-4, 
J. A. Hacking; 1893, Wm. Welch; 1896, J. A. Hacking; 1897, 
‘A. W. Featherstone; 1898, James Tremaine; 1899—county com- 
missioners elected. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1877-8, D. D. Hay (first deputy reeve); 1879- 
80, J. A. Hacking; 1881-2, Geo. Hess; 1883, John Riggs; 1884, 
A. S. Davitt; 1885, Robt. Woods; 1886, Robt. Martin; 1887, 
Wm. Martin; 1888-9, Peter Lillico; 1890, Wm. Welch; 1801-2, 
W. T. Park; 1893-4, R. T. Kemp; 1895, J. S. Bowman; 1896, 
Jacob Heppler; 1897, Jas. Tremaine; 1898, A. W. Featherstone. 
1899—county commissioners elected. 

Mayors.—1875-7, D. D. Campbell (first mayor); 1878-80, J. W. 
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ott; 1881-2, Thos. E, Hay; 1883, George Hess; 1884-5, J. A. 
Hacking; 1886-7, William Hess; 1888-9, Samuel Bricker; 1890, 
Peter Lillico; 1891-2, W. M. Bruce; 1893, Sam Bricker; 189; 
A.W. Featherstone; 1896-7, J. W. Scott; 1898-9, J. A. Hacking; 
1go0-2, John A. Watson, 

Clerks. 1867-77, Benjamin Rothwell; 1878-9, Jas. W. Devlin; 
1880-5, Wm. Bright; 1886, Hugh B. Morphy; 1887-9, John A. 
Burgess; 1900-2, William Bright. 

Treasurers. 1867-77, B. Rothwell; 1878-9, George Sutherland; 
1880-6, Lewis Bolton; 1887-90, John B. Devlin; 1891-1900, Robt. 
Martin; 1901-2, Wm. E. Binning. 

Assessors, —1867-8, Stewart Mellraith ; 1869, G. S. Climie; 
1870-1, Isaac Tilt; 1872, James E. Hay; 1873, Wm. Little; 1874, 
T. E. Hay; 1875, B. B. Sarvis; 1876-7, Alex. Morrow; 1878-80, 
Nathaniel Tilt; 1881, B. B. Sarvis; 1882-4, N. Tilt; 1885-6, B. B. 
Sarvis; 1887-8, Wm. Mitchell; 1889-91, Alex. Morrow; 189. 

T. E. Hay; 1894, Alex. Morrow; 1895, Wm. E. Binning; 1896, 

N. Tilt; 1897-8, John Torrance; 1899-1900, J. E. Allan; 1901, 
Wm. C, Hayden; 1902, A. W. Featherstone. 

Collectors. 1867-8, Peter Steel; 1869, L. Bolton; 1870-3, John 
Binning; 1874, B. Rothwell; 1875-6, Wm. T. Hacking; 18) 
Robt. Woods} 1880, Robt. Bogues; 1881-6, L. Bolton; 1887-8, 
J. Purcell; 1889-90, J. B. Dinkle; 1891-2, W. R. Clayton; 1893, 
T. J. Ballantyne; 1893, Wm. E. Binning; 189s, S. M. Smith; 
1896-1902, C. Tabberner. 

Auditors. —188r, Robt. Martin, MeBieth Green; 1882, Reuben 
Armstrong, McB. Green; 1883, McB, Green, T. G. Fennell 

B. Rothwell, MeB. Green; 1886, Dr. Burgess, Dr. Mich- 
ener; 1887, Wm. E. Binning, John Livingston; 1888, F. Me- 

Dowell, J. Livingston; 1889, B. Rothwell, J. Livingston; 1890-91, 
Wim. R. Clayton, B. Rothwell; 1892, C. Tabberner, Wm. Irwin 
1893-4, C. Tabberner, Wm. Welch; 1893, W. R. Clayton, J. M. 
Carthew; 1896, L. Bolton, J. M. Carthew ; 1897, Wm. Irwin, 
J. M. Carthew; 1898, L. Bolton, J. M. Carthew; 1899-1901, L. 
Bolton, J. McCallum; 1902, Robt. McMillan, C. G. McGregor. 























CHAPTER 3 





In many respects the history of Mitchell prior to 1857 is 
merged in that of Fullarton, Logan, and Hibbert. Any recital 
of it in detail would be simply a repitition of much already set 
down in the history of those municipalities, In 1836 a sale of 
lots took place, and in 1837 John Hicks erected a frame building 
for a hotel, at the corner of St. George street and the Huron road. 
Prior to this event, however, a log building was erected near the 
river, in Logan,—no doubt the first in Mitchell, Mr. Hicks 
erected in 1857 a large brick hotel, destroyed by fire many years 
ago, and replaced by the present Hicks’ house. The building of 
1857 was a unique structure, built in the form of an old baronial 
hall, with flanking towers on the right and left corners of its front 
elevation, and finished in castellated form. Anether old pioneer 
was Daniel Kerr. A store was opened in September, 1844, by 
W. F, McCulloch, of Stratford, on the south-west corner of St. 
George street and the Huron road, Mr. McCulloch was succeeded 
by Messrs. Daly & Mickle, in 1857. Another store was opened 
by Mr. Wm, Matheson, who was succeeded by Mr. Edward 
Greensides, who later removed to Monkton. Meantime other 
settlers were locating. About 1842 along with Mr. Kerr came 
‘James McClacharty, Duncan and John Campbell, and, soon after, 
Robert Christie and R. W. Cana, a grist mill having been erected 
by the Canada Co, In 1844 came Thomas Matheson, who alter- 
wards became prominent in municipal affairs. Up to this period, 
and for several years subsequent, progress was slow. In the 
Canada Company's office, London, England, is an old map of 
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of Mitchell in 1844, which shows fourteen buildings at that date, 
These were nearly all erected on the Huron road, north side, 
between St. George and St. Andrew streets. Some adventurous 
pioneer had ventured so far into the woods and erected a shanty 
fon the corner of what is now St. David and Waterloo streets 
Another house was erected near the present Adweate office, and 
‘one near where the grist mill is now located. A mail carrier made 
occasional trips between Stratford and Goderich, Mr. Thomas 
Matheson being self-constituted postmaster until Mr. Hicks ob- 
tained a post office. 

It was not till a period subsequent to opening the B. & L. H. 
railroad, and construction of the Logan road, that development 
took place. These two events gave a marvellous impetus to trade 
in Mitchell, and from being a mere hamlet in 1850 she, in 1857, 
became an incorporated village. Manufactories now began to 
spring up, and in 1873 the population had so increased that she 
was raised to the dignity of a town, ‘The document of incorpora- 
tion was as follows :— 

“Now know ye, that having taken the premises into our Royal 
consideration, we do by this our Royal proclamation, and in the 
exercise of the powers in us vested in this behalf, we, as well as 


by the said vested act as by our Royal prerogative or otherwise 
howsoever, proclaim and appoint that the said village of Mitchell, 
in the County of Perth, be on after Monday, the 3th day of Jan- 
uary next ensuing, erected into a town by the name of the town of 
Mitchell 


“Given at our Government House, in our city of Toronto, in 


our said Province, in the year of our Lord 1873, and in 37 of our 
reign, William P. Howland, Governor.” 

At one period of her history Mitchell had a greater number of 
‘manufactories than any other town in Perth County. From some 
circumstance quite inexplicable these have not heen retained. The 
Thomson & Williams manufacturing establishment thirty years 
ago was larger than any other in Perth County. It being 
removed to Stratford was most detrimental to this aspiring town, 
In 1877 the A. M. Gibson Company was organized, but did not 
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succeed, Another large establishment operated by Tucker & Beer 
failed of success. ‘The north country in Logan and Elma was fast 
being denuded of timber, which led to closing several saw mills 
located in the town, thus destroying her trade in lumber, which at 
cone period was very important. ‘These events had a depressing 
effect, soon felt by her business men 

A very old established factory is that of the woolen mills, still 
carried on by Messrs. Dufton & Waterhouse, employing about 
twenty-five hands. The hosiery manufacturing establishment 
‘of Burritt & Son, now the largest in Mitchell, is employing 
about eighty hands, Goods made by this firm are sent to ever 
corner of our Dominion, and of such quality as to ensure a stil 
increasing trade, There is a large planing mill, employing about 
fifteen hands, Mr. William Forrester's flax mill employs at cer~ 
tain seasons a large number of people. These, with the grist 
mills, now constitute the principal manufacturing establishments 
in Mitchell 

In the town are published two newspapers—one, the Mitchell 
Advocate, 2 Conservative journal, was first issued by J. E. and 
W.R. Davis‘on April 13th, 1860. This is the only paper in the 
county which has continued since its inception (43 years ago) in 
the hands of its founders. On November 15th, 1861, was issued 
the Perth Reformer, by Mr. Alexander McLean, which a few years 
subsequently ceased publication, In 1877 Mr. T. H. Ra 
writer and energetic man, launched the Mitchell Recorder, which 
he has conducted with success, These two journals have done 
much to aid in developing this section, and are in receipt of a large 
advertising patronage. 

‘The legal fraternity in Mitchell are represented by Messrs. Abra- 
ham Dent, F. H. Thompson, and E, A. Dunbar, while in the 
medical profession are Dr. Smith, Dr. Armstrong, and Dr. Hurlburt 

‘The Mitchell schools are well conducted, and the citizens have 
made provision for educating their children in providing comfort 
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able buildings certainly equal to any place of similar population in 
this western section, Excellent public school structures have 
een erected, and the high school, of brick, is quite hand- 
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some in architectural design. A very fine public library is also 
maintained, with reading room in connection, which, as indicative 


of her people's intelligence, is well patronized, 

About 1872 or 1873 a system of waterworks was introduced, 
known as the ‘Holly system,” at a cost of nearly $20,000, which 
hhas been of great advantage to the town. Granolithic sidewalks 
have been laid, streets macadamized, a fine electric plant installe 
in short, all those conveniences will be found in Mitchell which 
distinguish energetic Canadian towns. Like St. Marys and Strat- 
ford, this place has had her period of depression, and now, like 
these two aspiring trade centres, Mitchell has indications of a 
returning prosperity greater than she in her palmy days ever 
experienced. 

In 1855 was issued to Mitchell a warrant to establish a tair—I 
belive the only one ever issued to any town in this county. I 
insert this document that my readers may peruse what seems to 
me a rather unique piece of composition 


“Edmund Head. 
(Seal) 
“Province of Canada. 

“Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &e., &c., &c, 

“To our trusty and well-beloved Robert Moderwell, our Sheriff 
of our County of Perth, in our Province of Canada, Esquire, and 
to all to whom these Presents shall come 

“Waoneas, it hath been represented to us that the establishment 
of a Fain or Marr at the Village of Mitchell ia the County afore- 
said, would tend greatly to the welfare and convenience of the 
Inhabitants of the said County Now Kxow Y2, that being desirous 
of promoting by every means the prosperity of our subjects, We, 
of our Special Grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, have 
given and granted and by these Presents do give and grant unto 
Robert Moderwell aforesaid, being Our Sheriff of Our said County 
and to his successors respectively, being Sheriffs of Our said 
County for the time being, all and singular the PupLic FaiR AND 
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Mart, and the right, privilege, advantage, and franchise of keeping 
and holding a Pusttc Fair axp Marr, as Stewards of the same 
respectively, at and within the Village of Mitchell aforesaid, to- 
gether with all the Privileges, Customs, Usages, Courts of Pie~ 
Poudre incident to Fairs and laws of Fairs in general as now 
established, used and exercised within that part of Great Britain 
and Ireland. ‘To have and to hold the said Fair, Mart, Franchise, 
Right, Hereditaments, and Premises to him the said Robert 
Moderwell, Sheriff of Our said County, and to his successors for- 
ever, being Sheriffs of Our said County, to and for the use, 
benefit, resort and intercourse of All our Liege Subjects of Our 
said Province, to be used and exercised at the several times in 
teach and every year as follows, to wit: to begin and be holden on 
the first Wednesday in the respective months of April and October 
in each and every year, and to commence at nine of the clock in 
the morning, and to continue at each time respectively until 














sunset 

‘gubject nevertheless to the powers, provisoes, restrictions, pay- 
ment of piccage and stallage, conditions and limitations herein- 
after mentioned, that is to say: Provided Always and it is the true 
intent and meaning of these Presents, that all and every person 
bringing and exposing to sale any goods, wares and merchandize 
within the said Mart and Fair, shall pay unto the said Sheriff and 
to his successors respectively, being Sheriffs of Our said County, 
such sum or sums of money by way of Toll, for the license of 
Keeping and erecting stall or booth, or otherwise using or 
occupying any space or plot of ground within the said Fair and 
Mart, during the continuance of the same, for the selling, vending: 
or disposing of by barter or otherwise any goods, wares or mer~ 
chandize, cattle, horses, sheep, hogs, or any other live stock 
within the said Fair and Mart as our Justices of the Peace in and 
for the said County and in Quarter Sessions assembled, or the 
‘major part of them, shall from time to time in their discretion 
adjudge and determine to he paid. And we do hereby give and 
‘grant unto the said Justices or the major part of them in Quarter 
Sessions assembled as aforesaid full power and authority to fix, 
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adjudge and determine the Tolls of the said Fair and Mart accord- 
ingly, and from time to time vary and alter the same, and sub- 
stitute greater or lesser Tolls according to emergency as the said 
Justices or the major part of them assembled as aforesaid shall 
think proper; hereby also giving and granting unto Our said 
Sheriff and his successors, Sheriffs of the time being of Our said 
County as Stewards of the said Fair and Mart, full powers to levy 
and enforce the payment of such Tolls as fully and effectually to 
all intents and purposes as if the same had been specifically 
named and given or granted to Our said Sheriff and his sticces- 
sors as aforesaid. Provided always, that all sums of money thus 
collected shall be solely appropriated towards the clearing away 
the plot of ground whereon the said Fair and Mart shall be kept, 
and towards other the incidental expenses necessary to be in- 
curred, in making the said Fair-stead convenient and commo- 
dious, and most useful to the Public at large. Provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend to the prejudice or common 
nuisance of Our Liege subjects of Our said Province of Canada. 

“In Testimony whereof, we have caused these Our Letters to 
be made Patent, and the Great Seal of Our said Province to be 
hereunto affixed. 

“Witness Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir Edmund Walker 
Head, Baronet, Governor-General of British North America, and 
Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief in and over Our Province 
of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the Island of Prince 
Edward, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &., Ke. 

“At Our Government House, in Our City of Toronto in Our 
said Province the thirteenth day of December in the year of Our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five and in the nine- 
teenth year of Our Reign, 























“By Command, 
“Geo. Bi 





Cartier, 
“Secretary.” 


‘The history of Presbyterianism opens in Mitchell during 1846, 
when Rev. Dr. Burns, on his way to Egmondville, preached from 
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a stump which stood near the old Hicks house. Subsequently for 
two years service was held irregularly by Reverends D. Allen, 
Graham, and Mackenzie, in a blacksmith shop near the river. 
This structure soon became inadequate to congregational de- 
mands, and an adjournment was made to the Hicks house, until a 
school building was erected. No organization was effected till 
1849, when Rev. Thos. McPherson, of Stratford, established a 
new congregation. Amongst those present on that occasion were 
Thomas Wylie, Duncan Campbell, William Irvine, James Mc- 
Clacharty, Henry Morgan, and James McKay—Messrs. Wylie 
and McKay being chosen managers. The newly-established 
congregation was called Knox. Sacrament was also dispensed, 
Hugh Kennedy Junck and Duncan Campbell distributing the 
elements. Not till 1855 was a minister stationed in Mitchell. 
‘good story is told regarding Rev. Mr. Graham, of Egmondville, 
who for several years rendered valuable service in building up this 











mission. He was erecting a small house for himself, and Mitchell 
people being desirous of assisting him, in acknowledgement of his 
work in their behalf, decided to present him with sufficient shingles 
to roof his new habitation. On his next appearance, a short time 
after this presentation had been made by the congregation, an 
old Scotch lady was heard to remark, “We gied him the shingles; 
A wunner if he's after the nails noo.” 

Rev. James Findlay was inducted in 1856 as first stationed 
minister, his stipend being £130 per annum. A small church 
was erected, and considerable progress made. In 1861 Mr. 
Findlay removed, which led to an interregnum of six years. A 
difference of opinion prevented a minister being’ chosen, when, on 
‘suggestion made by Mr. ‘Thomas Matheson, the choice was 
relegated to two ladies, Mrs. James McClacharty and Mrs. John 
Aikens, who succeeded in making a selection suitable to all 
parties. During 1894 was dedicated a splendid brick edifice, 
Where worship is now held. This is a costly structure, and one 
fof the most imposing ecclesiastical buildings in the county. 
Under Rev. Mr. McAulay, who was inducted in 1900, the number 
fof members has increased to 255. A Sabbath school was organ- 
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ized in 1848 by James Boyd, through whose instrumentality much 
good has been accomplished. 

The English church in Mitchell was not organized till 186 
although services were occasionally held during that period ex- 
tending from 1854 to 1860. During 1862 Old Trinity church was 
erected—a frame building, where the congregation worshipped for 
nearly forty years. In 1899 the present elegant structure was 
completed at a cost of $5,000. Since Rev. Mr. Ralley, who was 
first stationed minister, was inducted, if advancement has not been 
rapid it has been steady, and from a very small beginning has 
now attained to 125 families, with a large number of adherents, 
A Sabbath school is conducted, with Mr. J. A. Blowes as superin- 
tendent, having an attendance of 130 pupils. , Ministerial work is 
conducted by Rev. Mr. Howard. 

A mission of the Catholic church was established in Mitchell at 
fan early day. ‘They also for some time had to avail themselves of 
such facilities for celebrating mass as a new settlement could 
afford. In 1858 they erected a church, the parish at that period. 
embracing a wide section of country. A portion of this has now 
been set apart as St. Bridgid’s, and a part to Kinkora and Dublin. 
In 1882 a substantial brick church was erected at a cost of $8,000, 
where service is now held, and has one especial blessing of lying 
under no liabilities. This parish is mother of those in Logan and 
Ellice. In building up these congregations she has given up her 
‘own people to worship at more magnificent shrines and at altars 
of greater splendour than she can boast of. Her limits have been 
greatly circumscribed, and comprise now only about 30 families, 
in charge of Rev. Father J. Ronan, 

‘The Methodist church has perhaps a larger membership than 
any other in Mitchell. It was not till 1852 that a congregation of 
Methodists was established, Lucie Adams, Robert Keller, James 
Hill, Thomas Shillington, Paxton Botterall, and Richard and 
Thomas Babb being promoters. Excepting Messrs. Keller and 
Adams all of these pioneers are now sleeping in their 
graves. No regular service was held, however, and when # 
minister was obtained he preached in the schoo! building. During 
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fa church was erected, complete organization having now 
taken place with eight members. Subsequent to Methodist Union, 
4 fine building, which had been erected by the Bible Christian 
section of Methodism at a cost of $18,000, became a place of 
worship for the united body. At present 300 members and about 
300 adherents meet here every Sabbath day. A Sabbath school is 
conducted by Mr. F..B, Holtby, with an average attendance of 
450 pupils. This congregation has perhaps the best “home 
department” for an aggregate population such as Mitchell that 














can be found in the west, having over 300 members. Rev. Mr. 
Whiting is pastor. 

‘The Evangelical Lutheran Grace congrega 
in 1858 by Rev. J. A. Hengerer with a membership of 16, 
Service was held in the people's homes till 1862, when a frame 
church was erected, costing about $1,000. This congregation 
has now a connection of about 250 souls. There is also a 
Sabbath school, with an attendance of about 70 pupils, in charge 
of Rev. G. Thun, pastor of this congregation. 

‘The following is a list of officers, the first mayor being elected 
subsequent to incorporation in 1873, 

‘Mayors.—1874-5, Thomas Matheson; 1876-9. W. R, Davis; 
1880, Joseph Cull; 1881, J. H. Flagg; 1882-4, J. H. Cull; 

Jas. Dougherty; 1888.9, Thomas Mc T. S. Ford; 
1892, J. W. Cull; 1893-4, W. R. Davis; 1895-7, Isaac Hord; 
1898, William Ryan; 1859, Alden Burritt; 1900-1, Fred. Davis 
1992, Hugh Campbell 

"Reeves.-1857, Thomas Ford; 1858, John Fishleigh; 1859-60, 
Thomas Bubb; 1861-4, J. Fisbleigh; 1865-6, T. Babb; 1867 
Thos. Matheson; 1874, Hugh Campbell; 1875, W. R. Davis; 
1876-80, James Sills; 1881-3, Thomas MeDonald; 1884, James 
Dougherty; 1885, John Skinner; 1886, Thos. MeClay; 1887, H. J. 
Hurlburt; 1888, J. Skinner; 1889-91, S. R. Stewart; 1892, Isaac 
Hord; 1893-6, Jas. Dougherty; 1897-8, John White. Office 
abolished 

Deputy-Reeves.—1874-5, T. Babb; 1876, Robert Curries 1877-8, 
J. W. Cull; 1879-80, Thomas MeDonald; 1881, A. Burritt; 1882-3, 


jon was established 
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J. Dougherty; 1884, J. Skinner; 1885, T. McClay; 1886, J. W. 
Cull; 1887-0, T. S. Ford; 1890-1, 1. Hord; 1892-4, A. Dent} 
illiam Ryan; 1898, J. T. Dufton. Office abolished. 
, James Porter (resigned); 1872-90, Robert 
;, James Christies 1898-02, James Barnett. 

Treasurers. —1857, E. J. Woods; 1858-72, James Porter (re- 
signed): 1872-9, William Abbott; 1880, R. H. Sarvis; 1881, H. 
Campbell; 1882, A. Burritt; 1883-6, G. S. Goodeve; 1887-04, 
A. Burritt; 1895-1901, William Thorne; 1992, John Rankin. 

Assessors. —1857-9, R. B, Stephens; 1860-1, John Routledge; 
1862-3, Jas. Hill; 1864, Geo, Hibbert; 1863, Wm. Smith; 1866, 
Wm. Sedgwick; 1867, R. B. Stephens; 1868, J. Sills; 1869-70, W. 
Sedgwick; 1871, R. B. Stephens; 1872, W. Sedgwick; 1873-4, J. 
Thorne; 1875, J. Sedgwick; 1876-7, Nelson Vrooman; 1878-81, 
‘Thos. Leadstone; 1882, Richard Moffatt; 1883-93, John Broderick 
1804, J. H. Flagg; 1895-1901, J. Broderick; 1902, Thos. Skinner. 

Collectors. —1857, Charles Thorne; 1858, J. Routledge; 1 
J. Dent; 1861-4, R. B. Stephens; 1865-80, J. Abbott; 1881, H. 
Campbell; 1882, J. S. Coppin; 1883, Nelson Brisbin; 1884-5, Jas. 
Jones; 1886, Chas. Thorne; 1887, J. S. Coppin; 1888-9, J. Barnett; 
1890-1, Jas. Boyd; 1892-6, J. S. Coppin; 1897-1901, J. Barnett; 
tg02, Wm. Thorne, 

Anditors. 1858, R. W. Cana, Alex. Matheson; 1859-62, James 
Barge, G. R. Jarvis; 1863-72, J. Barge, Robert Christie; 1873, 
Wm. Clegg, J. Barges 1874, J. Barge, N. Brisbin; 1875, J. 
Thorne, Fred, Butcher; 1876-8, F. Butcher, J. MeDonald; 1879, 
F. Butcher, J. Broderick; 1880, F. Butcher, J. Thorne; 1881, 
Butcher, J. Broderick; 1882, J. Brodrick, C. Thorne; 1883-5, W 
Potts, J. Meikle; 1886-7, W. Potts, W. H. Dent; 1888, J. Barnett, 
D. W. Cantlon; 1889-90, W. Potts, W. Babb; 1891, C. Thorne, 
W. Babb; 1892, J. Sills, W. Babb; 1893-8, W. Babb, G. S, 
Goodeve; 1899-1902, Cephas Woodger, W. Babb. 























CHAPTER XXVI, 





When surveys were made in the Huron Tract, in that portion 
of it which afterwards was organized as Perth County two town 
sites were reserved. These were Stratford and Mitchell. Con- 
trary to the opinions expressed by several intelligent writers on 
Perth County history, we believe this selection of a site for Little 
‘Thames, as Stratford was first named, was not made from its 
geographical position, but as a matter of convenience. Its con- 
tiguity to the river was no doubt a primary factor in its being chosen. 
As far as any argument based on a convergence of leading roads 
is concerned, it appears of no importance whatever. In the wild 
forest who ean say what development will induce? Priority 
of settlement may for a time give prestige, but it does not follow 
that when half a century has gone that precedence may still be 
maintained. Commercial demands are inexorable, and will set at 
defiance the best laid schemes of surveyors, speculators, or boards 
of directors. Whatever Stratford is to-day she owes not to her 


natural geographical position. Her ascendency has been attained 





not from environment, but from an impressment of extraneous 
conditions which she has compelled to become ministers to her 
success, Great towns, like great men, make way for themselves, 
and obstacles, which appear insurmountable to some, by an over~ 
powering determination are transformed and compelled to be 
factors in their advancement. It is worthy of note in connection 
with this city that of all towns or villages in this county its 
location was least desirable as an agricultu Fine 








sections of farm land surrounded St. Marys, Mitchell, and Lis- 
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towel. Stratford was located in a great swamp. It is not sur- 
prising, therefore, that for a period of twenty years her progress 
‘was inconsiderable. 

Stratford was really founded in 1852, or nearly ten years before 
a survey of Blanshard had even been made. It had priority of 
several years over Mitchell, and yet in 1850 St. Marys had a 
larger population than Stratford, and was a more progressive 
town. This is easily accounted for. In all new commercial 
centres material progress at the outset is accelerated or retarded 
by their environment having a natural adaptability for agricul- 
tural purposes. There was no town in Perth County, nor, indeed, 
in the Huron Tract, located in a spot so destitute in its surround 
ings of those elements which give life to a backwoods hamlet. St. 
Marys, in this respect, had an advantage over all other pl 
this county, in so far that within many miles there was no land 
not available for agriculture when a clearance was effected. It, 
therefore, advanced more rapidy than Stratford, until it reached a 
certain point. This limit is the line of demarcation that lies where 
4 town has created a commercial interest Iarge enough to supply 
the agricultural community by which it is surrounded. If it does 
not aspire to that greater interest of manufacturing, thereby draw- 
ing wealth for its goods from distant customers, then its progress 
must end. This appears to be a solution of the question re- 
garding Stratford's marvellous progress during the last twenty 
years. Beyond supplying the wants of an agricultural section, 
St. Marys, until lately, never aspired. On the other hand, Strat- 
ford has imposed on herself heavy burdens in order to secure 
manufacturing industries, and thereby bring an increase of popu- 
lation and an increase of trade. This policy of her public men has 
been most successful, and placed her far in advance of her former 
competitors for commercial supremacy. 

A writer in 1852 says, “The village of Stratford, now the county 
town of Perth, is pleasantly and well situated, but has made no 
progress considering its natural advantages. It has increased 
considerably in size since we last visited it seven years ago. The 
buildings generally are of an inferior character, and appear to 
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indicate a want of spirit or of means among the inhabitants, 
which is not, however, surprising, as an inland place, surrounded 
by bad roads for a large portion of the year, is scarcely likely to 
partake very largely of a cheerful character.” If this writer had 
been acquainted with pioneer life, he would have understood why 
the village of Stratford “did not partake of a cheerful character.” 
A little backwoods hamlet in the centre of a swamp, where, about 
seven years prior to the period at which this extract was written, 
fa settier had wandered from his home, and was devoured by 
wolves within what is now the city limits, was not likely to be 
very cheerful. As to the character of the roads, we refer our 
readers to reports of Mr, Monteith and others, pathmasters of 
Downie. 

Towns are like individuals; there is a ‘tide in their affairs, 
which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.” Whatever this 
place may be now is not owing to her natural position but to her 
citizens, who compelled circumstances to shape themselves in her 








favour. Success comes to no one by listlessly waiting. It is a 
result of continuous labour and watchfulness, and if Stratford so 
far has won, it was not by waiting on fortune, but by her conduct 
compelling fortune to wait on her. 

An old gentleman, still living, informs me that he assisted, 
when a boy, in cross-laying’ a portion of road between what is now 
Stratford and the Little Lakes in 1831. At this period no one was 
residing in or around this section. A couple of shanties were 
utilized by the workmen and the oxen, of which he was teamster, 
as stopping places. These shanties, roofed with bark, were 

ing parties (as stated elsewhere) 
to accommodate such yenturesome travellers as might extend 
their explorations so far westward of civilization. In 1832 came 
William Sergeant, who was first settler in Stratford. At this 
period it was known as Little Thames, its present name being’ 





erected near the river by surve} 











given by Dr. Dunlop in honour of the bard of Avon. Mr, Ser- 
geant was an Irish gentleman of good family, but broken fortune, 
who sought a home in the wilds of the Huron Tract for himself 
and friends, The family consisted of John Sergeant and his two 
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sons, William and Thomas, and came from Clonmel, County 
Tipperary, Ireland. They were liberal, high-minded people. 
‘Thomas was married to a Catholic lady, who appears to have had 
all the graces this Church s0 conspicuously develops in 
character. She had assisted several of her Catholic friends to 
company them to Canada, where they settled near Little 


emale 








Thames. Mrs. William Sergeant appears also to have been an 
estimable lady, whose name is associated with many acts of kind- 
ness to all, Such were the first permanent residents of Stratford 

Mr. Sergeant erected a hotel near where the post office now 
stands, which he named the Shakespeare hotel. In this building 
he also opened a general store. About this time also a store was 
erected by one George Worsley, west of the river, which was sup- 
posed would be the point at which business would centre. Mean 
time other settlers arrived, and erected buildings on the Huron 
road, east of the river, now Ontario street. Mr. Sergeant's hotel 
was used for a church as well as a ta 
spirituous and spiritual structure in Stratford. John Sharman and 
his family were also early settlers. Mrs. Sharman died shortly 
after their arrival, which was probably the first death in this 

amlet. Interment took pla 
street opposite St. James’ church. J. A. McCarthy was what 
was afterwards known as a'j2 man. In 1833 came J. C. W. 
Daly, as Canada Company agent, and erected another frame 
building as a general store. During 1833 arrived J. J. E. Linton, 
Who was afterwards first school teacher in this county. Another 
settler of aristocratic distinction had located near the river as a 
suitable position for hunting, who was named Berwick. This 
gentleman had a retinue of servants, with a full outit of dogs, 
guns, &c., but not finding backwoods life to his taste, soon 
returned to whence he came as being more congenial. The 
first location ticket I have seen is in possession of Judge Woods, 
and dated January 17th, 1833, before leases were issued. This 
ticket is No. 62-61, covering lot 1 on concession 1 and 2, Downie 
Mr. Thomas Ward was the purchaser, and agreed to pay there- 
fore 7s., 6d. per acre. He paid £12, 10s. in cash and gave notes 








rn, representing the only 








jin what is now the centre of a 
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for £62, 108. ‘This property was afterwards bought by the 
Woods family, a portion of it being’ still held by Judge Woods, 
on which a part of Stratford is built, known as Woodville. Pro- 
gress was extremely slow, however. In 1840 there were three 
stores—kep by J. C. W. Daly, John Monteith, and a person 
named Meaay; Mr. Sharman’s blacksmith’s shop, the frst in this 
county; a shoe shop, a couple of cobblers, Way's cabinet shop, 
4 saw mill, erected by John Sebring in 18333 a grist mill, built 
about the same time; and the ‘Auld Kirk,” builtin 1835, Subse- 
quent to this period settlement became more rapid, although 
Stratford's increase in population was stil slow. In 1830 the 
inhabitants numbered goo. ‘There were now two grist mills, an 
oatmeal mill, a distillery, saw mill, foundry, carding and falling 
fone on a large scale, 
located where the Commercial hotel and Theatre Albert now 
stand; a post office, and six churches. Financial institutions were 
represented by the Upper Canada, the Canada, the National Loan 
Friendly Life Assurance Company, Provincial Mutual & 
Fire Insurance Company, and a Canada Company office. 
Separation from the United Counties of Perth, Huron, and 
Bruce in 1850, and Stratford being selected as county seat, gave 
the first impetus to this still unimportant village. Hitherto it had 
been a part of those municipalities which converge within its 
limits ‘The new dignity of being elevated to a county town 
created higher aspirations in the citizens than being a small 
country village. During 1852 new county buildings were erected, 
and January, 1853, saw met together for the frst time that 
legisiative body which was to control local affairs in Perth County. 
Stratford now aspired to become a town, In accordance with the 
Act, 12 Vic., chap. 81, a petition was sent to His Excellency 
praying that Stratford be set apart as an incorporated village 
This petition was approved by William Rowen, then acting as 




















mill, two tanneries, brewery, two asheries, 





Equitable 




















Governor, who issued a proclamation raising Stratford to this 
new dignity. Robert Moderwell was appointed returning officer, 
the election to be held on the first Monday in January, 1854. Mr. 
Moderwell having taken the oath before Mr. Andrew Monteith, 
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proceeded to hold nominations at the court house. On this 
occasion came before the people as candidates, Alex. B. Orr, 
Robert Johnson, James Orr, Peter Reid, P. R. Jarvis, R. H. Lee, 
W. F. McCulloch, Peter Woods, James Woods, Henry Walters, 
John R. Vivian, John A. Seott, R. H. Keays, John Sharman, John 
Lynch, and John Hyde. Of this number Messrs. A. B. Orr, Reid, 
Vivian, Lee, and McCulloch were elected. At their first meeting 
Mr. McCulloch was chosen reeve, and Stewart Campbell clerk, 
who afterwards resigned, when Mr. S. L, Robarts was appointed. 
Jas, Woods and Peter Ferguson were appointed assessors; Robt. 
Jobnson, collector, and Adam Seegmiller, treasurer. Compens: 
tion was allowed to these officers : Clerk, £30; assessors, £10 
each; collector, £12; treasurer, £10; auditors, Peter Reid and 
Samuel Lloyd Robarts, salary not stated, Hotel licenses were 
fixed at £7, ros., Thomas Stoney, John Alexander, and Samuel 
Hesson, inspectors; school trustees, Robert Monteith, Jobn A. 
Scott, John Hyde, T. M. Daly, Robert Keays, and Andrew Mon- 
teith, Dr. Hyde and Dr. Shaver were appointed medical health 
officers; George Larkworthy, chief of police, at a salary of £20 
per annum. Mr. Hammond's services in this department were 














accepted, but without remuneration, 

‘These important functions having been performed they pro- 
ceeded to other matters. A new fire engine was ordered from 
Montreal, and it is interesting to note that a special provision 
was inserted in the contract that delivery should not be made 
until navigation opened the following spring. Several by-laws of 
importance were also passed. Railroads were now occupying 
people's minds, as being of incalculable advantage to inland towns 
such as Stratford. £25,000 was, therefore, borrowed to purchase 
stock in the Brantford, Buffalo & Goderich railway. Explana 
regarding this stock will be found in a paragraph dealing with 
county indebtedness elsewhere. A further sum of £1,800 was 
borrowed to erect a schoo! building, with £1,700 for sidewalks and 
purchasing a site for a market house. The land selected for this 
building was an old saw mill yard, which Mr, McDonald, then 
proprietor, agreed to sell for £200. This is still the city market 
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place, although in 1835 old saw logs, slabs, saw dust, and other 
refuse, lying scattered on all sides, was a source of great annoy- 
nce to the council and citizens generally. It was not till those 
in authority had recourse to stringent measures that an abate 
ment of this nuisance was made, and sidewalks and streets were 
cleared of those unsightly obstructions. Stratford so far having 
‘no corporate seal, it was decided to adopt that of their chief 
magistrate for sealing official papers, which was a crest, an aim, 
fan arrow, with the motto 2 # auims. 

During 1855 an attempt was made to introduce monthly cattle 
fairs, but which, as in other sections of this county, were never 
ful. Further 
interfering with travel on the principal streets. During this year 
we obtain a first glimpse at the finances of this now progressive 
village. Estimates for all purposes amounted to £1,175, 75.5 44 
oF somewhat less that $5,000. In 1836 tenders were asked for 
constructing a market building, but not to exceed £5,000. A 
P "50 was offered for the best design. A by 
passed authorizing the purchase of stock in the Northern Gravel 
road. This was a most important movement on Stratford's part, 
opening up that dense swamp, distance of ten miles, by a good 
highway to those fertile lands in Mornington. This road brought 
fan immense trade to the town, and accelerated development in 
that splendid country lying to the north. 

‘The year 1857 saw a market building erected, whose cupola 
with its extending flag staff was for years the pride of the citizens, 
exciting wonder and admiration in backwoods youths who came 
from the northern townships with their oxen to trade in this 
great metropolis. Like much in this world, however, it was not 
what it seemed. Erected by Messrs, Oliver & Sewell, contractors, 














islation was enacted against saw logs 
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at acost of £5,490, from some imperfections in construction it 
was constantly being repaired. This old structure was destroyed 
by fire in 1897. In 1899 the present fine building was erected at 
a cost of $45,000. During 1857 a fire company was organized, 
and great improvements made on several leading streets. Nile 
‘and Waterloo streets were now graded, at a cost of 48., 11 74d. 
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per rod. Downie street was also graded, at a cost of 6s. per rod. 
A census was taken this year, the results of which indicated great 
progress since 1850. The village was now divided into five 
wards—Shakespeare, Hamlet, Romeo, Avon, and Falstaff. Enu 
merators were appointed for each of these, Mr. J. J. B. Linton 
being paid £1 for his services; W. D. Harrison, B, Grant, and 
Jas. Taylor, other enumerators, 158. each. The total population 
being 3,198, action was again taken regarding hotel licenses, 
which were raised to £20. 

1858 saw Stratford elevated to the dignity of a town, with Mr. 
W. Daly as first mayor. Another new fire engine was 

















J 
ordered, and a new bell was placed in the cupola of the market 
building, which since its erection had been silent as the spheres. 
Three new town pumps were ordered from Georgetown for town 
wells. Tanks were placed on principal streets for cases of 
emergency. 

On March 21, 1859, Mr. Linton, notwithstanding these indica- 
tions of material development, presents a somewhat doleful report 
regarding poor people in the town, Relief had been given to 33 
families, who were reported as destitute. Mr. Linton is reported 
as carrying a bottle of wine to a dying man named Pat Conners, 
and paying $2 for his funeral expenses. A soup kitchen was 
established where the poor were fed; the first, and we pray heaven 
it may be the last, ever established in Perth County. In this 
trying period Mr. Linton’s conduct presents a noble aspect of 
human character and a tender sympathy for human suffering. 

Mr. Daly having resigned his position as mayor, Mr. William 
‘Smith was chosen to succeed him. A further sum of £1,250 was 
granted to the Northern Gravel road. Bowling alleys and billiard 
rooms were now first introduced, and by-! © passed impos- 
ing regulations regarding the manner of conducting them. 

‘On September 12th, 1860, a great event transpired in Stratford, 
This was a visit from the Prince of Wales, now His Most Gracious 
Majesty King Edward the Seventh. A committee consisting of 
W. F. McCulloch, mayor; William Smith, reve; Thomas Stoney, 
deputy reve; Andrew Monteith, warden of the county, and 
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Messrs. E. F. Ryerson, PR. Jarvis, J. C. W. Daly, Sheriff 
Moderwell, S. L, Robarts, and William Mowat were appointed to 
draft an address for presentation to His Royal Highness. The 
little old building which was then used as a station was decorated 
with bunting. Carpets were laid so that royalty would not soil 
his feet as he alighted to receive the professions of loyalty of 
the truly patriotic people of Stratford and vicinity. Great erowds 
were present ; citizens from behind the counter, and pioneers 
from the swamps of Ellice and Elma—clad in home-spun—and 
who had come many a weary mile over crossways and through 
stumps to see the future ruler of Britain's Empire. They desired 
to give one mighty, heartfelt cheer of God-speed to that modest- 
looking youth, whose appearance recalled to them once more the 
home of their fathers far away across the sea. On arrival of the 
train, as the Prince stepped out on the platform to receive the 





committ 
only can give. This committee of prominent men, as they shook 
hands with their royal visitor, were covered with glory, and for 
once felt like saying, as did Simeon of old, “Now let me die, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” As another generation lias 
sprung up in Stratford since that memorable day, we insert the 
address as read by Mayor McCulloch : 


he was greeted by such a cheerastrue British hearts 











“To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
“May it please Your Royal Highness,—We, the inhabitants of 
the Town of Stratford, beg to approach Your Royal Highness 
with assurances of our’ devotion and loyalty to the Crown and 
authority of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. 
“We, in common with the rest of Her Majesty's loyal subjects 
this Province, would have felt highly gratified had the ex= 
igencies of state permitted Her Majesty in herself to visit the first 
Colony of the Empire and to have received in person the congrat- 
ulations of her subjects on the success which has attended the 
ld and equitable rule under which our country is rising so 
rapidly to greatness. 
‘We desire to thank Her Majesty for the consideration she has 
shown in permitting Your Royal Highness to visit us, and we 
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welcome it as an assurance of our Soverign’s earnest desire to 
cement still closer the bonds of interest and affection which con- 
nects us with the mother country, and which enables us to share 
in—that which is our proudest boast—the liberties and glories of 
* the British Empire, 

“We regard it as a high privilege to be enabled to weleome Your 

Royal Highness, and we beg respectfully to offer our congratula- 

_ tions on the opportunities which this journey affords Your Royal 

Highness of seeing the country and inhabitants of which you are 
destined—we trust at some very distant day—to become the 
Sovereign. 

‘Little more than a quarter of a century ago the very country 
through which Your Royal Highness has passed, west of Toronto, 
was one almost unbroken wilderness, and Your Royal Highness 
may realize the rapidity of our material progress by comparing the 
present with the past. This peaceful progress has been fostered 
and protected by British law and British institutions; which we 
cherish as warmly as our fellow-countrymen at home. 

“The visit of Your Royal Highness will tend still further to 
increase the attachment which binds us to the mother country— 
an attachment founded on kindred languages, laws, and institu- 
tions, and a common sentiment of loyalty to the Soverign head of 
the vast empire of which we form a portion, and in whose 
glorious achievements in the vanguard of civilization we have a 
common share and a common interest, 

“We pray Your Royal Highness to convey to Her Majesty the 
sentiments of high regard in which we hold her rule, and our 
earnest hope that nothing may ever occur to sever a connection 
which is mutually so advantageous, and which we regard as the 
crown of our country's glory. 

“On behalf of the citizens of Stratford. 

“W. F. McCuttocs, Mayor. 


To this very flattering testimony of loyalty and affection towards 
Her Majesty's person and government His Royal Highness was 
graciously pleased to make the following reply :— 


“Gentlemen, —I thank you sincerely for the address which you 
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have presented to me. In the Queen’s name I acknowledge the 
expression of your loyalty to her Crown and person, and for myself 
am grateful to you for this welcome to your neighbourhood.” 


‘This terminated the proceedings, and with a few hand-shakings 
and a rousing cheer the visit of His Royal Highness became a 
paragraph in the page of history. 

Meantime, in 1864, population had attained to 3,600 souls, 
to supply whose spirituous wants fourteen hotels were licensed. 
Another innovation was now introduced of great conv. 
supplying light for the streets. No effort had previously been 
made in this department of civic government; but quiet, inoffensive 
burghers, returning from business at late hours, were now aided in 
maintaining a decorous and polite deportment in crossing streets 
whose mud in rainy seasons was of unsearchable depths. Mr. 
P. R. Jarvis during this year applied to the Home government 
for a trophy of British power, which young Canadians might look 
upon, and thereby stimulate their military ardour. In reply Strat- 
ford received a cannon, captured by Britain in the Crimean war, 
and which now sits peacefully on the north side of Downie street. 
In every section evidences of improvement were perceptible. 
Several elegant churches had been erected, and good substantial 
business blocks were now found on Ontario and Market streets. 
‘xpenditure on public works had also largely increased since 
1854, being now, in 1867, $18,000. 

‘Since completing the G. T. R. and the B. & L. H. railway in 
1857, Stratford's commercial supremacy in Perth County was 
assured. This, again, was rendered more secure by the construc 
tion of the Port Dover and Stratford & Huron railways in 1875. 
Wealth was now accumulating, and in 1874 a gas company was 
organized to supersede the oil lamps of an earlier day. These 




















luminaries had done pioneer service, although the feeble glimmering 
light emitted seemed to do nothing further than render more per- 
ceptible surrounding darkness. Gas was again superseded in 
turn by electric light, which now sparkles on every street and in 
the luxuriant homes of numerous citizens, The assets of the 
Electric Company now reach over $100,000. 
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In 1883 a Water Supply Company was organized, with Mr. John 
Corrie as president, having a capital of $115,000. In 1901 this, 
company supplied, through 70,000 ft. of mains, nearly 325,000,000 
imperial gallons of water. This indicates a very great improve- 
ment since the first council ordered three pumps from Georgetown 
for the village wells. 

A modern system of fire protection is now in operation, and 
fa system of sewage has been introduced. Sewage beds have been 
constructed on the latest scientific principles, where absolute 
purification is attained before being discharged into the river. 

These improvements have demanded a large expenditure in 
their successful prosecution, and the people in ror contributed 
for civic taxation $120,000. Of this amount nearly $24,000 was 
set apart for education, $16,540 for local improvements, and 
$13,585 for fire protection, water, and light. 

Before closing this part of our work we desire to add that all 
those fraternal societies, which are doubtless doing great good in 
the world, are fully represented in a population of 10,500 people, 
who are now citizens of Stratford. The benevolent societies are 
St. George's, St. Andrew's, St. Vincent de Paul, Freemasons, 
Oddfellows, Foresters, Workmen, Orange and Temperance lodges, 
Father Mathew Temperance Society, G.T. R. Benevolent Society, 
Friendly Society, Amalgamated Society of Engineers, Sons of 
Scotland, Sons of England, Knights of Pythias, and others. A. 
library and reading room has been established by the railway 
company for their employees, A public library is also maintained, 
containing at present over 4,000 volumes. 

Meantime Stratford had long passed the line of differentia 
between a country village and an important manufacturing town. 
Bad roads or a small representation of farmers’ wives or daughters 
no longer means a conspicuous depreciation of business. Pros 
perity for her does not rest on wealth produced in the townships 
surrounding, but in that great amalgamation of skill and labour 
found within her own limits. This work of deft hands is now 
sent to almost every comer of the world in manufactured goods. 
In 1870 the Grand Trunk workshops were opened under the 
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management of Mr. Thomas Patterson, whose son, Robert 
Patterson, is now master mechanic of this immense establishment, 
Locating these workshops in Stratford resulted from that policy 
persistently carried forward by her public men for many years. A 
concentration of railroads at this point led to construction of the 
mechanical appliances necessary to their economical operation, 
During 1888 these great buildings as they now exist were com- 
pleted, and became a centre of industry within whose noisy walls 
800 workmen earn a comfortable subsistence for themselves and 
families 

Next in importance to these great mechanical works is a large 
furniture factory erected by the George McLagan Furniture Co. 
Mr. McLagan, who appears to be a person of great administrative 
ability, had operated a similar establishment for many years, which 
was destroyed by fire in 100. The present building is an impos- 
ing one of white brick, within whose walls are employed about 
200 hands, Manufactured goods from this establishment are 
shipped to every corner of the world. 

‘The Macdonald Manufacturing Co. was established in 1876 
for constructing threshing machinery. This business has been a 
successful one, and is still carried on by one of the original founders 
and his two sons, P.A. and J. R. Macdonald. Large brick buildings 
were erected in 1901 to accommodate an increasing trade. About 
30 men are employed. 

‘The Stratford Mill Building Co. is another large and important 
industry, employing over 100 men. This establishment is operated 
by Mr. William Preston, present propristor, who manufactures 
mill machinery of every description. 

‘The Startford Bridge and Iron Works were founded in 1892 by 
Mr. W. W. Cowan, and are now operated by Mr. Thos. Halliday, 
with Mr. Cowan as superintendent. This. indu: 
steel bridges, wind-mills, grinders, force and lift pumps. Im- 
proved roads has created a great demand for steel bridges, which 











ry constructs 





in old days did not exist. This factory employs about 50 men. 
The Whyte Packing Co., organized by John Whyte in 1899, 
while a source of wealth to Stratford, is of great importance 
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to the agricultural districts surrounding. ‘This establishment is 
well equipped, and affords employment to a large staff of work- 

One of the oldest industries in Stratford was that of Thomas Orr 
& Sons, originally a planing mill. In 1884 this factory was 
enlarged, and the manufacture of sideboards introduced, It 
was subsequently acquired by the Canada Furniture Co., by 
whom it is now operated, under Mr, V. Knechtel as manager, 
employing about 50 hands. 

David Easson's planing mills and furniture factory is another 
thriving industry. Interior house furnishings, office and bar 
fittings are principally turned out. ‘This business was founded by 
Scrimgeour Bros. over 30 years ago, and now employs about 45 
hands. 

‘The Anchor Wire Fence Co. was assumed by its present owners 
in 1900, and is engaged in manufacturing farm and ornamental 
fences and gates. This business is controlled by Messrs. James 
Esplen and Robert Frame, and goods are largely sent to Manitoba, 
where an excellent market has been obtained, 

The firm of which Mr. E. T. Dufton is head has been in exist- 
ence for over 30 years, and engaged in manufacturing woollen 
goods. Over 4o workers are employed, and their fabrics are sold 
throughout all Canada, 

The Perth Flax and Cordage Co. was organized in 1895 by Mr. 
John Hogarth, and incorporated in its present form in 1897. This 
firm manufactures twine, cordage, binder twine, rope, and flax. 
About 75 men are now employed under Mr. A. H. Raymond, as 
manager. 

Another useful industry in Stratford, under Mr. E. T. Dufton 
as president, is the Stratford Clothing Co. This establishment 
manufactures the finest grade of clothing of all kinds, and employs 
a staff of 50 hands, 

Messrs. Thornton & Douglas are also engaged in manufac 
turing men’s clothing, and have branch stores in Guelph and 
Chatham. 

‘The Emperor Cycle Works were established in 1893 by Kalb- 
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fleisch Bros. 
machinery i 

Ruston Bros." planing mills have a large trade in builders’ sup- 
plies, employing at present about 35 hands. Doors, sash, blinds, 
and house furnishing goods of all kinds are manufactured and 
sold. These, with a great number of smaller industries, give 
employment to thousands of people at’ remunerative wages, and 


for making and repairing bicycles. Woodworking 
also made by this firm, which employs a number of 











are really the conduits through which pass the life blood of Strat- 
ford's commercial greatness. 

At present other manufacturing establishments are being erected. 
‘The Globe-Wernicke Manufacturing Co. have in course of con- 
struction a large brick building, where high-class office and other 
bbe made, which will employ from 100 to 150 hands. 
large building, where 
manure spreaders will be made (the pionéer factory of this kind in 
the Dominion), to be operated by the Kemp Manure Spreader Co. 

‘A Company is also being organized to be known as the Mooney 
Biscuit 
dreds of workers. 

A great amount of capital has been and is being invested in 
promoting and carrying out these enterprises, which are of vast 





fittings wil 
Excavations are also being made for a 








o., for manufacturing biscuits, which will employ hun- 


consequence, not only to Stratford, but the surrounding country. 
Amongst those financial institutions which have taken deep 
root in Stratford is the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co. This 
Company was organized in 1863, with Dr. John Hyde as president, 
and William J. Imlach as secretary. It appears to have been 
intended to transact business on farm property only. Progress 
for several years was necessarily slow. Subsequent to Mr. 
Packert being appointed secretary, a change of policy was effected, 
it entering the field as a competitor for commercial risks. This 
hhas been followed by marked success. Under its first year's 
operations—in 1863262 policies were issued, amounting to 
$156,234. As security for this large sum premium notes for 
$2,636 were held. These were days of small things, however, 
ess, For the 








previous to a period of expansion and decided suc: 
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year 1902 there were in force 16,840 policies, covering property 
valued at $18,382,724. As security for these risks were mort- 
gages, debentures, and other assets, amounting to $241 

all Tiabilities. Mr. Imlach was succeeded as secretary by 
William Mowat, and he, in 1877, by Mr. Packert. Dr, Hyde, as 
president, was followed by Mr. James Trow, and he by Mr. 
William Davidson, county clerk, now president. 

‘The British Mortgage Loan Co. is another monetary institution 
creditable to the city. This Company was organized in London 
during 1877, re-organized and removed to Steatford in 1878. 
This Company transacts a banking business, in so far that it 
receives money on deposit, lending on mortgage for a term 
of years. Since re-orginization and removal to Stratford, under 
the management of Mr, William Buckingham, it has met with 
marked success. It is most creditable to those who guide its 
interests that no case of hardship has ever occurred with their 
patrons, as frequently happens to institutions loaning on mort- 
gage. It must be remembered, however, that along with Mr, 
Buckingham has always been associated in its management 
fone or other of Perth's great men, who, as president, has 
afforded valuable advice and assistance in disposing of its affairs. 
Mr. James Corcoran was first president, and was succeeded by 
Mr. Andrew Monteith, and he again by Mr. James Trow. This 
position is at present held by Hon. Thomas Ballantyne. 

The Stratford Building and Savings Society, which commenced 
business in 1887, has been a source of profit to its patrons 
by inculeating a spirit of thrift, in order to secure homes for 
themselves and families. This institution Iqans to working men 
such sums as enable them to e 
arranged that their liabilities can be discharged by a small contri- 











ct homes, payments being so 








bution from their monthly earnings. The business of this Society 
is confined to Stratford and conducted on liberal terms. This 
liberality has been so far appreciated by its patrons that during its 
existence no loss has been experienced. In the city are also 
branches of the Bank of Montreal, Bank of Commerce and 
Merchants Bank.. All of which have contributed to developing 
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trade, by supplying capital to business men, enabling them to 
carry on those enterprises so essential to progress. 

‘While these indications of advancement in national wealth are 
gratifying to all, facities for imparting instruction to the young 
are still of a more marked character. To those who are yet resi- 
dents it will appear but a short time since they sat in the log school 
building, and at recess gathered beech-nuts in what is now the 
collegiate grounds, or played at “hide-and-seek” amongst brush 

hall 
A short time, indeed, but pregnant with events, continuous progress 
and marvellous innovation. In 1834 Mr. J. J. E. Linton opened 
4 private school, the first in Perth County. In 1841 was erected 
log school, so often referred to by historians, in Stratford. In 


and saw-logs, occupying that space where now stands the city 





1843, we have the first report of school work, when about 30 
children of all ages met in that old log building, which stood on 
the site of the present central.school. ‘There could be no report 
of this or any other school prior to 1843. The first school Act 
was passed in 1841, and under its provisions were opened in 1842 
all public schools then in the province. To-day 2,000 children, in 
eight spacious school buildings, answer the roll call. ‘Thirty 
teachers are now employed. The whole of these schools are 
under the inspectorate of Mr. J. Russell Stuart, who is principal 
‘of the city public schools, There is also a Roman Catholic 
separate school, with a full staff of teachers, under separate 
school inspectors of Ontario. 

In 1853 were assembled the first grammar school classes, under 
principal Rev. Thomas Russell, In 1854 C. J. McGregor, M.A., 
a graduate of Toronto University, became principal, conducting 
the school with, success until he resigned in 1883. In 1878-9 a 
fine high school building was erected. This structure was at that 
time and is, perhaps, now, one of the most beautiful schoo! build- 
ings in Canada. During the period when Mr. William McBride 
was principal, who had succeeded Mr. McGregor, this institution 
was raised to the status of a collegiate institute. Under the 
present principal—Mr. C. A. Mayberry, B.A., LL-B.—this school 
‘maintains a position in the first rank of our educational system. 
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A modern innovation in our educational system was introduced 
into this city during 1891 by establishing kindergarten schools. 
Since the first one was opened in that year two others have b 

added. ‘These schools are presided over by three female teachers, 
with Mrs. L, Irvine as principal, who maintains a general super 
vision over the whole, and are kept open from 9 to 12 o'clock 
only. Pupils are admitted between the ages of four and seven 
years, and to those who delight in associating with children these 
little people, of whom there ‘are about 140 in attendance, form a 
very interesting study. They are not taught to read—modelling, 
drawing, weaving, sewing, songs, games, and other exercises 
occupying their attention, In our tender years the faculty of im= 
itation is singularly active, and that distinctive trend of thought, 
found to a greater or lesser degree in all by its early manifesta- 





tions in any of these departments, would likely be roused to 
thus rendering those studies an important factor in 
development. These schools are maintained by a general rate 
levied on the city. This really interesting work, first promoted 
by Messrs. J. Russell Stuart, principal of the public schools, 
W. J. Ferguson, and John Welsh, has been productive of gond 
and is quite in accord with public sentiment. 


activi 











Further remarks on our school system will be found in a chapter 
relating to public schools, 

On September 11, 1849, was issued the first newspaper printed 
in Perth County. This was known as the Perth County Ness, and 
published by Mr. Thomas Rowland. It may be proper to state 
here that Mr. Robert McLagan, who assisted on that great occa 
sion, is still a resident of Stratford, and the oldest printer, per- 
haps, in Western Ontario. For this notice of the press in Strat- 
ford I am greatly indebted to a pamphlet published by Mr. Mc- 
Lagan a short time ago in relation to this important subject. Mr. 
Rowland’s paper seems to have survived only for a short time, 
and was supplanted by the Examiner, which also appears to 
have been somewhat ephemeral. The Beacon, now the oldest 
paper in Perth County, was first published on December 29th, 
1854, by Mr. Peter Eby, a citizen of Berlin, Mr. William Mowat 
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was editor and manager. It was a four-page sheet, with six 
columns to each page, a total of 480 inches of space, and sold at 
$2 per annum in advance, and $2.50 if not so paid. “Farm 
produce taken at market prices, cordwood, and turnips, as may be 
.greed upon.” In the autumn of 1863 Mr. Mowat sold the paper 
to Mr, W, Buckingham, who had hitherto published the Norfole 
Reformer, and who was at that time private secretary to the 
Postmaster-General at the then seat of government in Quebec. 
On his appointment as private secretary to Hon. Alexander 
Mackenzie, Prime Minister of Canada, in 1873, Mr. Buckingham 
disposed of the business to his partner, Mr. Alexander Matheson. 
To-day this paper contains sixteen six-column pages, with 1,920 
inches of space, and is sold at $1 per annum. In 1887 a daily 
edition was issued by Mr. Matheson, which was subsequently 
abandoned. Mr. W. M. O'Beirne, 
with the Globe and other Ontario journals, the Beacon's proprietor 
since 1891, again issued a daily edition, which has been successful, 
having a large circulation, This “‘History of Perth" is published 
in the Beacon office, under the mechanical superintendence of 
Mr. J.T. Perry. The Beacon, since its inception, has been an 
unflinching advocate of Reform principles, doing good service for 
its party 

In 1852 the Stratford Examiner was published by Messrs. T. M. 
Daly and Edwin Dent, and in 1855 passed over to Mr. S. L. 
Robarts, who published it until the Inte '6o’s. The Perth County 
Nenss was first published in 1863 by Vivian & Maddocks, and was 
shortly afterwards issued as the Herald, in June of that year 
Joha M. Robb bought it out in 1867, and published it until 1872, 
when Alex. Williamson and H. T. Butler published it until 1874, 
lat which time it was purchased by Mr. James Robb. In June, 
1874, Mr. H. T. Butler first published the Straiford Times, and 
continued it to 1890. In about two years after this it was 
merged into the Herald, The Times was a paper of considerable 
influence for a number of years. Mr. Butler then established 
the Sun, but it gave away in the face of the two dailies before 
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In 1886 the Herald was purchased by Dingman Bros., who 
moved itin 1900 to its present elegant quarters on Market square 
This paper has also been successful, being now a sixteenpage 
sheet, and sold to subseribers at Sr per annum, In 1887 a daily 
was issued, which has now a large circulation, » Both of the Strnt- 
ford daily papers have a great advertising patronage, and certainly 
have done much in promoting the business interests of the city. 

In 1863 was established a weekly German paper, named the 
Colonist. This sheet was founded by Jacob Teuscher. In 1872 
it became the property of Messrs. Schmidt & Scherer, and five 
years later Me. Schmidt beeame sole proprietor. The Colondit has 
‘large patronage amongst the Germans, a number of whom are 
settled near Stratford. Since the period when the Newer was 
launched, many ventures have been made, but aot with great 
success. An Orange Gasctte was published for some time, but 
abandoned, These, with a paper called the Advertiser, constitute 
the journalistic ventures in Stratford 

During 1888 steps were being taken to erect suitable building 
for a hospital. If "Man's inhumanity: to man makes countless 
thousands mourn,” man's humanity to man makes many a stricken 
heart rejoice. Stratford hospital is « noble charity, and, as a 
purely philanthropic work, excels all others in this county. Its 
promoters were the Co. Warden, and Mayor H. Butler, Messrs. 
John Hossie, William Davidson, Hoo, ‘Thos. Ballantyne, James 
O'Loane, John Idington, William Buckingham, J.P. Woods 

ge), James Corcoran, B.'T. Datton, John McIntyre, and W. R. 
Titi, ‘This committee soon obtained subscriptions amounting to 
$17,000, OF this sum Mr. Wm. Byers, an od pioneer, bequeathed 
$2,000, and by making the Trust residuary legatee to his will this, 
reat work received $2,000 more. Stratford municipal council 
{ranted $2,000 and five acres of land, The county council also 
granted $2,000, the balance being subscribed in sums ranging 
from fifty cents to several hundred dollars. Every effort was 
made by the ladies of Steatford to procure necessary app 
anda fall equipment, in which they succeeded. When completed it 
was unencumbered, Patients are charged 2.80 per week for 
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ceare and medical treatment. When private wards and special 
attendance are required, higher rates are paid. The poor and 
helpless are generously treated free. Arrangements are made 
whereby the charitable and benevolent may subscribe $100 per 
annum, which will entitle them to a bed for one patient each year. 
Any person making a grant of $2,500, or real estate producing 
$130 per annum, can send one patient in perpetuity. A patient so 
centering under this proviso must be an indigent. The citizens of 
Stratford may point to this building with greater pride than to any 
other of which their city can boast. 

Religious service was a function never neglected in pioneer 
days. Whatever the pioneer’s circumstances or environment, this, 
fat least, was always vouchsafed to him: that he could meet in 
a shanty with those of his own, denomination and worship God, 
In 1838 a grant of land was made by the Canada Co. to the 
Presbyterian Church. Old St. Andrew's, in Stratford, was the 
first Presbyterian congregation in this county. A new building 
was erected of logs in 1840, the corner stone being laid on 
July s6th, by Mr. Alexander McDonald. On November 21st, 
the Rev, Daniel Allan became Perth's first Presbyterian 
minister, With him were, as elders, Jobn Stewart, Robert Fraser, 
George Hyde, John Gibb, and Mathew Nelson. Mr. Allan also 
preached in Woodstock, this place and Stratford being united at 
this time under one minister, who rode through the bush on horse~ 
back between these points, there being no roads. In 1842 came 
the disruption in Scotland, which was soon followed by C: 
Meantime, Mr, Allan had established St. Andrew's church in 
North Easthope. During 1844 he withdrew from both, and 
organized a new congregation on those principles so effectively 
taught by the Edinburgh divine and the stone mason of Cromarty 
‘The old time-honored institution, which had done so much for 
Scotland, was deprived of a portion of her glory. That “Old 
rk,” whose hoary and time-worn edifices had rendered sacred 
many a quiet nook in lonely glens and valleys far remote, now 
bereft of her former glory, was still undismayed in her native land. 
In Canada she was ruined. In 1848 Mr. Bell was inducted in 
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Stratford and North Basthope St. Andrew's churches. In 1857 a 
separation took place. Mr. Miller sueceeded Mr. Bell. In 1863 
Rev. Dr. George came, remaining till 1870. Rev. Mr. Wilkins 
succeeded Dr. George, and he by Rev. E. W. Waits. During 
1883 Rev. E. W. Panton was inducted, under whose ministra- 
tions great progress has been made. Total membership at that 
period was 155, now inereased to 350. In 1868 the present build- 
ing was erected, although latterly great improvements have been 
effected, adding much to the comfort and convenience of the con- 
‘gregation. 

Knox Church, Stratford, was founded by the Rev. Thomas 
McPherson, in 1849. This minister was of splendid physique, 
douse, and energetic. He was selected by the Free Church Society 
in Scotland to plant those reforms in Evangelical discipline so 
recently introduced in that country. Service was first held in the 
schoo! house, until a church was erected in 1850. Knox congrega- 
tion increased rapidly, and in 1869 greater accommodation had to be 
obtained. In 1870, therefore, the foundation of the present build- 
ing was laid by Mr. Henry Gibson, This is the most imposing 
church edifice in Stratford, and presents an outline of singular 
grace and beauty. Its seating capacity is about 1,500. In 1878 
Mr. MePherson retired, being succeeded by Mr. MeLeod, now of 
London, England. During 1881 Mr. Wright was inducted, who 
was followed by Rev. Lauchlin M. Leitch, in June, 1891. Over 
{,100 members are now under Mr. Leitch’s ministration, 900 of 
whom have become communicants since his inception. A session 
composed of George Hunter, John Mcintyre, James Callin, Wm. 
Jeffrey, George Malcolm, Henry Duncan, James Barton, Samuel 
Rankin, J. A. Bothwell, J. J. Forbes, William Donaldson, F. 
Buckingham, W. H. Fletcher, and William Ireland assist in 
church work. Another officer who appears to be part of the 
institution itself is Mr. Ralph Donaldson (son of an old precentor), 
who is caretaker, treasurer, and secretary of the, Sabbath school. 

St. Joseph's Roman Catholic is one of four congregations 
‘organized prior to all others in this county. This parish contains 
over 400 families, 320 of which reside in Stratford; 32 in Downie: 
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34 in Ellice; 10 in South Easthope, and 7 in North Easthope. 
‘The first Catholic settlers arrived in 1832, and were John Phelan 
and his five sons, Mrs. Thomas Sergeant, John Stinson, Richard 
O'Donnell, Patrick Cashin, Misses Julia Coffey, Margaret Anglin, 
and Alice Daly. Mass was first celebrated in this county about 
November, 1832, by Rev. Father Dempsey, who came here from 
St. Thomas. On June 4th, 1833, Father Dempsey again visited 
Stratford, celebrating the first wo sacraments in Perth County by 
tuniting in marriage Richard O'Donnell and Julia Coffey, also 
baptising Edward Stinson, son of John Stinson. During 1835 
another priest visited this new settlement, supposed to be Father 
Downie, of London. In May of that year Richard O'Donnell and 
his wife took their child to Guelph for baptism, accompanied by 
Patrick Cashin and Miss Daly, Miss Daly returned Mrs. Cashin. 

‘On the roth of November, 1835, Rev. Father J. B. Werreat, of 
Waterloo, visited Stratford, remaining three days, offering up 
mass and giving instructions. This good German priest walked 
all the way from Waterloo, carrying his vestments on his back. 
It was late on a stormy November night when he reached Widow 
Cashin's log hut. ‘The news of his arrival spread like wildfire 
among the settlers, who came the following morning to give him 
aed mille faitthea, 

From Stratford he set out on the 14th for Dennis Dowri 
Irishtown—accompanied by young William Cashin, who volun 
teered to carry the sacred vestments, continuing his journey to 
Goderich, where he remained two days. On his return to 
Downie’s a great gathering of Catholics was there to greet him, 
and he remained two days. When he arrived at Stratford 
he was worn out with fatigue; being poorly clad he suffered 
intensely from cold. From Stratford, still accompanied by Cashin, 
he went to Woodstock, It was then December, and snow had 
fallen heavily before the poor priest started on his return journey. 
He was almost frozen when he reached Stratford. During this 
whole missionary trip he slept in his own clothes. He continued 
to visit the mission regularly until replaced by Father Gibney in 
1837. 
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From 1837 to 1842 Father Gibney had charge of Guelph and 
Stratford, During his administration the first church was erected, 
a frame structure, 40 x 40, which remained for many years un- 
plastered and unfinished. In 1843 confirmation was administered 
for the first time in Stratford by Right Rev. Dr. Power. 

In 1842 Rev. Peter Schneider replaced Father Gibney, and 
continued to visit the mission until 1852, when he was removed to 
Brantford, remaining for two years, and returning again in 1856. 
During his absence Rev. John Ryan and Rev. Robert Kelcher 
looked after the spiritual wants of this fast increasing flock, The 
first resident priest was Rev. P. J. Canney, in 1856, under whose 
administration the church was much enlarged. Father Canney 
continued in charge until replaced by Rey. Peter Francis Crinnon, 
on June 6th, 1858. Father Crinnon remained until he was created 
Bishop of Hamilton, in April, 1874 

During the administration of this priest the church had been 
again enlarged, and a pastoral residence built at a cost of $1,600. 
The increasing demands of the congregation rendered a larger 
building necessary, and on the 27th day of September, 1867, the 
foundation stone of St. Joseph’s Church was laid by Very Rev 
JA. Bruyere, administrator of the Diocese of London. This fine 
building is 136 x60 feet, with a width of 7o feet at transept, and 
has a seating capacity for nine hundred, the whole costing over 
$30,000. Before the new church was fully completed, Very Rev. 
Dean Crinnon was chosen Bishop of Hamilton, and was conse- 
crated in his new office on the 19th day of April, 1874, Archbishop 

inch officiating. 

Since 1874 the church has been under the administration of Rev 
E. B. Kilroy, D. D., who has done much to further its interests 
‘The most enduring monument to the energy and devotion of this 
prelate is the Loretto Convent, founded in 1878 through his 
instrumentality, at a cost of $10,500, over half of which was 
contributed by the kind-hearted Doctor himself, He has been 
active in promoting education among his people, and on all 
occasions is charitable and liberal in his contributions to their 
wants. He is @ person of amiable disposition, widely and deeply 
read, a fluent speaker, and a distinguished man, 
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St. James’ Anglican church was founded in 1834 by Rev. 
‘Thomas Hickey. This missionary was sent by Bishop Strachan, 
of Toronto, to gather together the settlers belonging to that 
denomination and form a congregation. Huron was not set apart 
from Toronto as a separate diocese for several years subsequent 
to this Tract being opened up. As Mr. Hickey was first minister, 
he was certainly the greatest ever officiating in St. James’ or any 
other ecclesiastical building in Stratford, his weight being 320 
pounds, Services were held in the Shakespeare hotel and the log 
school house. A few years subsequent to his arrival Mr. Hickey 
was able to erect a small building, which was never completed. 
‘This church occupied the site of the present St. James’, on the 
corner of St. Michael and St. George streets, Rev. Canon 
Ephraim Patterson was inducted in 1851, and a new brick building 
erected, This church, through imperfect construction, was soon 
replaced by the present one, The ecclesiastical buildings erected 
by this congregation are now extensive, and cost nearly $40,000, 
exclusive of $8,000 which was paid for the organ now used. 
Since organization only three ministers have been in charge—Rev. 
Mr. Hickey, Rev. Canon Patterson, and Rev. David Williams, 
M.A, present incumbent. The first choir in Perth County of 
Which we have any notice assisted in this congregation. It was 
composed of the Lee family, Miss Mary Woods, Messrs. Robert 
McFarlane, A. Haines, and S, R. Hesson. A Mr. Wilson played 
the flute, accompanied by Mr. Hesson on a big horn and another 
performer with a clarionet. It is said that when this trio had 
risen, “eresendo style,” in their finest symphonies to the most 
sublime point of excellence, so terrible was their molody that the 
wild fowl on Victoria Lake took flight in dismay, never resting 
their weary wings till a secluded spot was reached far away in the 
np. 

‘The Home Memorial church, also Episcopalian, was founded in 
1877 by Rev. J. P. Curran, A building erected first as a Sabbath 
school was extended and otherwise improved, rendering it suitable 
for a place of worship. Rev, David Deacon, present incumbent, 
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‘was inducted in 1882, About 80 families are in connection. A 
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‘Sabbath school is also conducted by Mr. Charles Davis, having an 
attendance of go pupils. Church buildings of this congregation 
fare not pretentious, but comfortable, and cost about $2,000, 

‘The Congregational church was founded in 1862 by Rev. Mr. 
Durant. From a small beginning this congregation has been 
quite successful, having now a membership of 70, with about 150 
adherents, A neat church building has been erected at a cost of 
$12,000, a large portion of which was donated by one of its mem- 
bers, A Sabbath school is also conducted, having an attendance 
of 70 pupils, with Mr. Louis Moir as superintendent, This con- 
gregation is now in charge of Rev. G. A. Mackenzie. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran church, ** Missouri Synod, 
organized in 1859 by Rev, Mr. Hengerer, and was composed of 
18 families, A small frame church was erected in 1863. Progress 
in this church has been steady since its inception, and a new brick 
building has been constructed at a cost of $3,000. There are 
now in connection with this church about 66 members, together 
with adherents numbering 350 souls. Rev. J. C. Spilman is 
pastor, and conducts a Sabbath school, having an attendance 
of 70 pupils. 

The Central Methodist church is an old ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion in Stratford, Rev. M. Dignam being its first minister; and 
its principal promoters William Rooney, James Rust, and J. W, 
Mills, Fifty years ago Rev. John Wakefield, D.D., now of Paris, 
preached his first sermon to a few worshippers in this old church, 
and in June, 1902, was privileged to give his jubilee discourse to 
what is now a large and wealthy congregation. A short period 
subsequent to organization in 1845 a frame building was erected 
where the present edifice now stands. Service was held in this 
structure until 1870, when @ portion of the present building was 
constructed, and which was again enlarged in 1874. This is now 
a large brick edifice, costing over $15,000, and, although modest 
in architectural design, is quite modern in its appointments, afford- 
ing comfortable accommodation to the hundreds of worshippers 
who assemble on Sabbath days within its walls. From a mem- 
bership at its inception of 12 a marvellous increase has taken 
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place, there being now over 500. A Sabbath school is also con 
ducted, Mr. Henry Walton, as superintendent, having over 400 
pupils on the roll, and an average of nearly 300 in weekly attend. 
ance, Rev. E. N. Baker, M.A., B.D., is pastor. 

The Centennial church of the Evangelical Association is a 
modern organization, service being first held in a brick cottage in 
1888, Its principal promoters were Henry Ender, Robert Heide- 
man, and Peter Dierlamm. Only eight members composed the 
first congregation. In this church there has been marked pro- 
gress, it having now a membership of 220. In 1900 a very fine 
brick edifice was erected at a cost of nearly $11,000. During 
1888 a Sabbath school was also organized, with an attendance of 
12 pupils, now increased to about 300, with Mr. A. Knechtel as 
superintendent, Present minister is Rev. W. A. Hehn, 

The Baptist church was organized in 1859, and meetings held in 
log house on Cobourg street and the police office. Its principal 
promoters were T. J. Birtch, D. Davis, and Thomas Campbell 
Rev. R. McLelland was first minister. At this period it had a 
membership of 14, now increased to over 300. During 1860 a 
frame church was erected, where service was held till 1889, when 
the present brick edifice was built at a cost of about $12,000. A 
Sabbath school was organized about 1865, with a few pupils, now 
inereased to about 140, under the superintendence of Mr. George 
McLagan, Rev. W. J. McKay, B.A., B.D., is 
ministrations steady progress is being made. 

Waterloo street Methodist congregation is comparatively an 
old one, being organized in 1854. Beyond that of Wm. Osborne, 
Thave been unable to obtain information regarding names of its 
promoters, About 1857 a frame church was built, where service 
held till 1880, when the present brick building was con 














tor, under whose 








structed at a cost of about $6,000, When this congregation was 
organized it was composed of so members, now increased to 280. 
‘A Sabbath school was also opened in 1857, which has steadily 
increased in numbers, till it has now an average attendance of 
150 pupils, with Mr. C. Carter as superintendent. Pastor in 1902 
was Rev, Mr. Going. 
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Medical practitioners in Stratford now are Drs. J. A. Corcoran, 
J. M. Duasmore, J. A. Devlin, George Deacon, D. B. Fraser, 
D. M, Fraser, (Miss) Daisy Macklin, J. D. Monteith, J. A. 
Robertson, W. N. Robertson, J. P. Rankin, and W. G. Walker. 
Dentists.—Drs. A. E. Ahrens, J. A. Bothwell, E. H. Eidt, W. R. 
Hamilton, and A. A. Mackenzie. Veterinary surgeons—J. W. Orr 
and Wm. Steele 

The legal profession embraces the firms of Idington & Robert- 
son, Mabee & Makins, McPherson & Davidson, Smith & Steele, 
Woods & Coughlin, G. W. Lawrence & Son, R. T. Harding, 
A. M. Panton, and A. H. Monteith. 

‘The executive officers of Stratford from incorporation as a town 
in 1854 are as follows 

Reeves.—1854-5, W. J. McCulloch; 1856-8, A. B. Ore 

Mayors. —During 1859 Stratford was created a town, electing a 
mayor as chief magistrate, T. M. Daly first occupying that position 
1860-2, W. F. McCulloch; 1863-7, P. R. Jarvis; 1868, J. A. 
Carrall; 1869-70, T. M. Daly; 1871-2, John A. McCulloch; 1873-4, 
Thomas Stoney; 1875, Samuel R. Hesson; 1876-8, T. M. Daly; 
1879, Alex. Grant; 1880-1, A. W. Robb; 1882, David Scrimgeour; 
1883, Wm, Roberts; 1884-5, William Gordon; 1886-7 C. J. Mac- 
gregor; 1888-9, H. T. Butler; 1890-1, John Brown; 1892, Elijah 
Hodgins; 1893-4, John C. Monteith; 1895-6, William Davidson; 
1897-8, John O'Donohue; 1899-1900, James Hodd; 1901-2, James 
Stamp. 

Clerks. —1854, Stewart Campbell; 1855-6, 8. L. Robarts; 1857-9, 
Alexander Leitch; 1860-2, John Hamilton; 1863-5, Henry Sewell, 
se; 1866-82, Henry Sewell, jr.; 1883-1902, Robert R. Lang. 

‘Treasurers. —1854, Adam Scegmiller; 1855-63, Alexander Mc- 
Gregor ; 1866-95, George W. Lawrence ; 1896-1902, William 
Lawrence. 

‘Assessors. —1854, James Woods, Charles Vivian, Peter Fergu- 
son; 1855-6, Robert Keays, Alexander Scrimgeour; 1857, John A. 
Scott, Alex. Scrimgeour; 1858, P. Ferguscn, Robert Monteith; 
1859, R. Monteith ; 860-1, William Hynes ; 1862-5, William 
Easson; 1866-9, D. ‘T. Bailey; 1870, Joseph Johns; 1871, James 
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Bennoch; 1872-86, D. T. Bailey; 1887, P. R, Jarvis, D. MePher- 
son; 1888, James Sharman; 1889, W. S. Bolger; 1890-1902, Jas. 
Sharman. 

Collectors. 1854, Robert Johnson; 1855-6, R. Keays} 1857-61, 
William Downie; 1862-4, Robert Service; 1865-78, Joseph Johns; 
1879-80, Thomas Stoney; 1881-93, J. Johns; 1896-1902, David 
Serimgeour. 

“Auditors, ~1834, Peter Reid, S. L. Robarts; 1835-6, Robert 
Williams, Mr. Mickle; 1857, R. M. Hay, John M. Robb; 1838, 
Jas, Orr, Jas. Redford; 1839, Peter Watson, P. R. Jarvis; 1860, 
William Powell, Wm. D. Harrison; 1861, R. S, Service, Henry 
Sewell; 1862, RS. Service, W. D. Harrison; 1863, John Watson, 
Wm. Whitley; 1864, C. A. Crawford, Thomas Clark; 1863, Thos. 
Clark, R. H. Nielson; 1866, Thes, Clark, Edwin Dent; 1867, John 
D. Hanson, Henry Imlach; 1868, Thos. Clark, John A. Scotts 
1869, Thos. Clark, E. Dent; 1870, Thos. Maddocks, C. J. Mace 
gregor; 1871, Thos. Clark, Jas. O'Loane; 1872, Alexander Caven, 
Thos. Clark; 1873, Thos. Clark, John A. Scott; 1874-5, Thos. 
Clark, F. A. Marshall; 1876-8, Thos. Clark, J. A. Scott; 1879-80, 
J. A. Scott, Alfred Burnham; 1881, David Scott, A. Burnham; 
1882.5, D. Scott, W. H. Burnham; 1884-95, W. H. Bumbam, 




































G. G. Ewart; 1896, P. R, Jarvis, G. G. Ewart; 1897-1902, H. W 
Copus, G. G. Ewart 

















CHAPTER XX 





We rejoice in these sketches of our pioneers to place before the 
reader of to-lay and those of a far distant fature a portrayal of 
those characters who have left so great an impress on this 
county. To the present they may be entertaining, to posterity 
instructive, Imbued they were with a bold and robust indi- 
viduality, typical of a large class of our early settlers, ‘The work 
accomplished by these old veterans requires no special pleading to 
render their lives a subject of such import as to demand the 
exercise of literary merit far beyond the humble effort of at least 
‘one who has essayed the task of placing them on record. The 
lowly circumstances in which they were placed, to struggle with 
penury alone, far from home and friends, in a constant endeavour 
to attain success through honest and steady perseverance, never 
losing sight of true manhood, never without an aim and a deter 
mination to attain it, surely adds lustre to pioneer life. On these 
qualities true greatness must ever rest, and are worthy of emula- 
tion by every youth entering on his career to play a part in the 














great drama of life. 

During 1828 the Canada Co. were completing arrangements in 
London for opening up that great wilderness in Upper Canada 
where men in future years would found a new home for them- 
selves. In January of that year was born in Broughty Ferry, a 
suburb of Dundee, Scotland, one who was destined to play an 





important part in that yet unknown land 
Davin Davinsox Hay was the eldest son of Robert Hay, and 






































descended from an Inverness-shire family, his mother being a 
native of Forfarshire, He was educated at the parochial schools, 
chiefly in the English branches, a dash of mathematics being 
thrown in, and well ballasted with the shorter catechism, In 1845 
he came to Montreal, remaining for some time, engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits, Removing to Upper Canada, he became an 
employee of Senator Simpson, at Bowmanville, where he remained 
for a short time. During 1851 he went to Simcoe County, and 
entered into business at Cherry Creek and Lefroy, being quite 
successful in his operations. 

It was not till 1855, however, that he reached the crucial period 
of his life, While on a visit to relatives in Wallace he purchased 
three acres of land as a saw mill site where Listowel now stands. 
During 1856, therefore, along with his father and other members 
of the family, he removed to this county, and erected a saw and 
grist mill, Although surrounded by a fertile country, it was yet 
but sparsely settled, and a paucity of business rendered this 
venture for a time not very successful. Pioneer commercial life 
was attended with as geeat difficulties as those inseparable to 
clearing a farm, although, perbaps, not quite so laborious. Lis- 
towel, at this period, had only one leading road, extending along 
the townline of Wallace and Elma towards Berlin, a distance of 
35 miles, To make a round trip over this highway required one 
week, In 1856 when Mr. Hay moved his family from Glenallen, 
a distance of 15 miles, to Listowel, two days were spent struggling 
lover crossways and through mud holes. Postal facilities were 
semi-weekly, and an old horse possessed by the mail carrier was 
impressed into moving the “fittn'.” As the procession toiled 
on through holes and over crossways, it came to a sudden halt in 
the centre of a mud trap so great and of such vast depth as to defy 
human calculations. The old equine was unable to proceed, and 





















from his soft resting place, still anchored to the “flitin’,” looked 
to the shore beseechingly for aid, The doughty proprietor, seeing 
the dangerous situation of his goods, was forced to strip off his 
lower garments, in defiance of his innate modesty, plunge into the 
mud bath, extricate the old horse's foot from an elm root, where 

















it had become fast, and so allow the ‘fittin’” to move on, 
Episodes of this kind were of frequent occurrence, and Mr. Hay 
says—"The machinery for our mill was hauled in trom Berlin, the 
miles, with a squad of men 
and teams, costing $100, and, although we had several upsets no 
fone was dadly hurt." Mr. Hay subsequently assumed manage- 
ment of the grist mill, and under his energetic manipulation 
the gloomy prospects at its inception soon eventuated in success. 
This enabled him not only to extend nis business in other lines, 
but to increase the capacity of his mill by adding new and im- 
proved machinery, it becoming an important factor in promoting 





boiler being one week in making 3: 





prosperity in this new hamlet. 

In 1858 came an important period in this man's life. So far he 
hhad not found a resting place for his feet in any of those vocations 
in which he was engaged. From a sense of duty he stood in his 
store selling needles and pins, or in his mill weighing out grists to 
backwoodsmen. He now aspired to that God-given function of 
being a leader of men. This be attained, and how well he has 
done his duty there is no lack of testimony in the old records of 
this county. In 1838 he was elected to the council ia Elma, but, 
resigned. During 1859 he was employed to purchase und distri- 
bute seed amongst the settlers. He was again chosen reve in 
1860, holding that position until a separation between Listowel 
and Elma for municipal purposes was effected. Subsequent to 
this event he was chosen reeve of Listowel, holding that position 
for a number of years, 

During 1858 he succeeded in carrying out his first great work 
It was made a provision in the Act of Settlement that of all lands 
sold in Elma and Wallace a certain proportion of the funds received 
should be returned by government to be expended in improvement 
of highways. This grant was farther made subject to Orders-in- 
Council; but so far had not been carried out. Several petitions 
had been presented to government, but were unsuccessful. Mr, 
Hay, therefore, organized a committee to interview the authorities 
and press their claims for adjustment. This interview resulted in 
some nice expressions from the Minister of Crown Lands, and the 
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kindly advice that they should return home, where they would be 
communicated with. The deputation returned crest-fallen, but 
not so Mr. Hay. He remained, and so persistently applied his, 
arguments in favour of immediate adjustment, that he returned 
with a full settlement of his demands. From this period until 
1867 this fund was promptly paid, and by its judicious distribution 
soon became apparent an improvement in roads. Subsequent to 
that year, however, payments were again allowed to lapse, but 
under Mr. Blake's government in Ontario, chiefly through Mr. 
Robert Cleland’s efforts (who was then reeve of Elma), were 
again restored. 

From the time when he first became a member of the county 
council a very brief period elapsed before he stood in the front 
rank of its most prominent and influential members. He was for 
years chairman of its most important committees, at a time when 
Subjects of vital interest were under consideration preparatory to 
equitable adjustment. Some of his reports on record during those 
years are characterized by great breadth of view and intelligent 
grasp of detail, He was cl 
county indebtedness, then an important and grave question; chair= 
‘man of the house of refuge committee, and reported on toll gate 





airman for years of the committee on 


abolition. This latter is an exhaustive paper, and was adopted, 
without altering a single word, sounding the death-knell of a 
contemptible impost on a free people 

In promoting gravel road extension he was without doubt 
the moving power, and the northern townships in this county are 
under great obligations to him for his persistent efforts in th 
behalf, His contention was that this county had expended large 
sums in aid of railroads, gravel roads, and other improvements in 
the south, while not one dollar had been laid out for any purpose in 
the north, but to which the latter were now compelled to contribute 
large sums in their liquidation, those obligations still amounting 
to over $280,000. This was undoubtedly true, and as unjust as 
it was true, There is no part of this man's career where his 
character and his work stands more clearly revealed than in that 








long, and for a time hopeless, struggle he maintained for the rights 
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of his constituents. From reports we have seen in our public 
records he had relinquished all hope of redress, and on more than 
one occasion had formulated schemes of relief in other directions 
Although he was baffled often, he was never subdued, returning 
again and again to the battle with a bold front and renewed 
energy, tll the justice of his claims was recognised and partially, 
at least, satisfied, thereby leading to a unification in this county 
which at no former period ever existed. 

Previous to constructing the Northern Gravel road, access to 
markets on our main lines of railway from the northern town= 
ships could hardly be said to exist. It is difficult to understand, 
even at this later day, how the county couneil should have shown 
such utter disregard of those claims well established by northern 
public men as to abandon, in an incomplete condition, some of 
their roads after large obligations had been incurred. During 
1863 a by-law was passed by the county council, on a close 
majority of one, granting $19,000 for gravel road construction. 
This by-law, on appeal, was quashed, and the main road leading: 
from Mitchell to Listowel, on which Logan spent altogether 
nearly $100,000, completed only to Newry, was abandoned. Mr. 
Hay, fully realizing the importance of this great work to Listowel 
and the back municipalities, advanced $4,500 of his own private 


funds, completing construction to Listowel. Wallace also con- 


tributed a large sum, and this road was extended to Palmerston 
It is gratifying to know that the county council adopted a more 
liberal policy subsequently, and Mr. Hay was recouped for his 

In 1870 and 1871 he was the moving spirit in securing the 
southern extension of the W., G. & B. railroad by way of Listowel. 
At an interview with the directors and officials of the G. W. 
railroad the claims of Wroxeter and Harriston were urged by 
their delegations, Mr. Hay was able to keep Listowel to the 
front, and received private assurance before his return that Lis- 
towel would get the road. He subsequently rendered effective 
service in carrying bonuses for constructing the new work. He 
was also appointed to interview Sir Thomas Dakin, president of 
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the G. W. R., and, with Col. McGivern, consulted Sandfield Mac- 
donald for government aid. In 1867 he contested North Perth, 
but was defeated by the late Andrew Monteith. During 1873 he 
was employed by government as special immigration agent to Great 
Britain, and was engaged for a time in revising and circulating 
immigration literature. He also lectured in Scotland on the 
advantages of Ontario, and its resources as a desirable place for 
the emigrant. He also had charge of immigrant parties to Quebec, 
and thence to their destination in this province, This work was 
not congenial to his taste, however; the routine of official life was 
but ill suited to a restless mind, which found pleasure only in 
activity. He, therefore, resigned his position, much against the 
wishes of the Government, and in 1874 was returned for the North 
Riding, defeating the late Mr. T. M. Daly. At the next contest 
he was again elected, defeating Mr. John McDermott, of Wallace, 
but was defeated in 1882. In a short time he was again employed 
by the Government, lecturing in Scotland, and endeavouring to 
secure immigrants of the tenant farmer class, 

During 1873 a by-law was passed by the county council of 
Perth granting $80,000 to aid in the construction of a railway 
from Stratford to Lake Huron. 

At the request of the Stratford Board of Trade Mr. Hay took 
charge of the railway delegation and the canvass for this by-law 
in the county, and, as the result in a large measure of his clever 
advocacy of the railway question and its advantages, the by-law 
was carried by a good majority 

During 1876 the road was being extended to Wiarton, Local 
by-laws in aid of this extension were submitted in Perth and 
northward along the line to Wiarton, amounting in all to over 
half a million dollars ($350,000), and successfully carried, 

In conjunction with Colonel Tisdale, president, and Mr. S. S. 
Fuller, vice-president of the road, Mr, Hay spent months ia the 
promotion and passing of those by-laws, and it goes without 
saying that he rendered vitally important assistance in the dis- 
cussion and advocacy of the scheme. Col. Tisdale is in evidence 
nent the value of his services in his own County of Perth, which 





















will apply with about equal force to those services along the line 
to Wiarton, 

In Parliament Mr. Hay rendered invaluable aid in securing 
Government assistance for the road. He was chairman of a 
delegation numbering some 450 members, representing munici- 
palities on the line and others interested in its construction. Such 
a delegation had never before or since Waited on any government. 
Their application for aid was granted without delay, the road 
shortly thereafter being built and in operation to Wiarton, Mr. 
Peter Watson, of Stratford, secretary of the company, did excellent 
service in the successful submission by the local councils of the 
bonus by-laws, which was accomplished without a single hiteh 
along the whole line. 

Before dismissing this important part of the subject I may be 
permitted to insert an extract from a letter in my possession from 
Col. Tisdale, late president of the company, as a mark of appre- 
ciation of Mr. Hay's services:—T hardly know how to put in 
short space an account of the services you rendered to the County 
of Perth in connection with the construction of the railways. I 
can only say that, in my opinion, without your assistance I am 
quite sure the municipal bonuses in the County of Perth could 
never have been carried. Your intimate knowledge, able and 
Persuasive way of putting the benefits which the railway would 
confer upon the locality were most effective in satisfying the 
people, and contributed more than any other factor I know of in 
convincing them it was to their interest to contribute the large 
sums they voted to the scheme, Your unselfishness, not only in 
reference to your personal position, but even when, as it did at 
times, endanger your political position, I have not seen equalled. 
Without personal interest, without any desire of personal profit, 
without compensation, and with a regard only to local and public 
benefit by the completion of the project, you devoted weeks and 
months of your time, and submitted to personal exertion, display- 
ing an amount of knowledge and ability in connection with the 
subject to which any words of mine can hardly give to others the 
full appreciation your actions deserve, and of the great assistance 
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you rendered. I think it, therefore, but small justice to your 
unselfish efforts to say that no single man did more than yourself 
to achieve success, and without your assistance I doubt if the 
work could have been accomplished.” 

During his second term in the Legislature he had the honour of 
moving the address in reply to the speech from the Throne, and 
being an effective and convincing platform speaker, his services 
were alway’s in demand by the party with which he was associated. 

Mr. Hay was brought up as a Presbyterian, but as the outcome 
of “careful study of divine truth, he embraced the doctrine of 
conditional immortality and an abiding faith in the pre-millennial 
advent of Christ,” which doctrine he still retains. In 1851 he 
married Jane Rogerson, of Innisfil, in the County of Simcoe. The 
issue of this union was five sons and four daughters, all of whom 
survive except two. Mrs. Hay died some years ago, and Mr. Hay 
is now in feeble health, wandering among the foot hills of life alone. 

Mr. Hay is a man of high poetic temperament, strong convic~ 
tions, firm moral principles, conscientious, and truthful. If he 
accomplished much for the people whom he represented, it was 
done by no other method than constant honest toil. Nature 
designed him for literary rather than commercial pursuits. His 
‘numerous reports in the public records all indicate a literary mind. 











On more than one occasion in these reports he has sacrificed 
strength and. vigour of expression to a pleasing and well-rounded 
sentence. He was a man of broad public spirit, and would make, 
and did make, great sacrifices in the interest of the people with- 
‘out hope of pecuniary reward. To the sordid and mean his con- 
duct was often inexplicable, but to these who understood him bis 
actions on all occasions arose from a desire to advance the 
‘material interest of those whom he was chosen to serve. He was 
‘a good public speaker, not eloquent, but clear and convincing: 
‘The history of this man's life is inseparable from the early hi 
of a large portion of the County of Perth, 











SAMUEL Routin Hessow, an old pioneer of the County of Perth, 
was born in the parish of Kilray, Co. Antrim, Ireland, Sept. asth, 











1829. The family, with the idea of bettering their circumstances, 
came to America in 1831. After a long, tedious voyage, they 
reached Ogdensburg, remaining there about a year, The system 
of government obtaining in the U. S. was not in accord with the 
pre-conceived ideas of the elder Mr. Hesson, and a retarn was 
made to the British flag, in the territory north of the St. Law- 
rence. Arriving in Canada in 1832, they rented a farm between 
Hamilton and Dundas with the idea of making agriculture their 
vocation. A great misfortune overtook this immigrant family in 
the death of the father. In a strange country, without friends, 
with no great store of this world’s goods, this was a sad calamity, 
indeed. “Renting a farm was now an impossibility, and the 
widowed mother retired to Dundas with her seven children, of 
whom the subject of this sketch was the youngest. Mr. Hesson's 
earliest recollections of school days (a period in young life when 
many happy recollections are stored up) was walking two and 
half miles to a log school on the Hamilton road, His first 
recollection of trying to read was the motto on an old square sign 
swinging in front of a quaint, old-fashioned country inn. Im 
pressions made in youth are lasting, and the motto on this old 
sign-board has been ever since remembered. It was a strange 
mixture of doggerel, poor rhythm, and, perhaps, truth, embodying. 
the conditions for the entertainment of such guests as chose to 
honour mine host with their patronage, as follows, “The travel- 
ler’s friend, the extortioner’s foe; try me to-day, to-morrow you'll 
know. Peter Bamberger.” Whether the bill of fare set up by 
the philosophic Peter was in accord with his announcement on the 
sign-board, or whether he conducted his advertising business on 
the principle that it is best to be impressive, even if it requires a 
little exaggeration, history sayeth not, 

At the Dundas grammar school, under Dr. McMahon, Mr. 
Hesson received the little education he ever obtained. ‘This was 
long before the period of free schools in Canada, and poor as the 
family was, they had to contribute $2.50 per quarter towards the 
salar of they teacher, or remain without education, During the 
short period he attended this seminary, he formed an acquaintance 
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with another lad whose representations of the Huron Tract pro- 
duced an impression on young Hesson which determined his 
future course of life. This lad was T. M. Daly, who came from 
Stratford to attend school that year. This acquaintance formed 
fon that occasion was afterwards the friendship of a lifetime. 

In 1843, therefore, the family came to Stratford on the qth da 
of June, Mr, Hesson says:—“We left Dundas for the same 
reason we left old Ireland, because we were poor, like most of the 
early settlers.” Ah! yes; like most of the early settlers. What a 
glorious thing for Canada that in old Ireland and other far off 
ands people were poor. And what of those early settlers who 
left their old homes because they were poor? It was a glorious 
thing for them that there was a Canada, where they could bring 
their poverity. Aye, and their British spirit, and their energy, and 
their thrift, and their determination that the day would come 
when Canada would bring her best gifts to those deserving poor 
and lay them like golden crowns at their feet. In the eternal 
fitness of things so it has been, and Canada, with the County of 
Perth, rejoices to-day that many left their old homes and came to 
her fertile shades in the olden time because they were poor. But 
this young fellow, if he was poor, was full of muscle and 
ambition, anxious to work, and he says, ‘I got plenty of it." 
What more does a poor man need; if he has muscle, ambition, 
and plenty of work, he is equipped like a giant, and the odds are 
all in his favour that at the end of the contest he comes under the 
wire far ahead of those who entered the race of life with what is 
considered superior advantages, 

Having reached the Huron Tract, the family settled in the Gore 
of Downie, near No. 4 school house, where ample opportunity 
was soon afforded him to exercise all the muscle and ambition 
\e says he was possessed. There was chopping 

















and logging to be done; there was cordwood to cut, thereby 
enabling him to earn a little money to carry home to his mother. 
Near where the city hall now stands he chopped cordwood, walk 
ing four miles each way to his home, carrying a cold dinner, 
which he ate from the top of a maple stump, which, by the way, 
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is an excellent substitute for a table. When the cordwood sold 
at Mr. Daly's ashery, which occupied the site of the present 
Albert Theatre, or J. P. Vivian's brewery, for 8754 cents per cord, 
the profit to this axe man was not great. Wood in the old 

gin bush was easy to chop, and he was able to cut three cords 
per day, for which he was paid 31 cents, a small recompense 
surely for so much severe labour, but that was the period of 
small things in every department, except that of work. Even 
then his feelings were well expressed by the line from Burns— 
“Who was contented wi’ little, and thankfu' for mair.”” 

In 1847 he assisted at the erection of the log school house in 
No. 4, or McEwan's school, and in which he became teacher for 
a term of three years, Teaching in those brave old days” was 
not a remunerative employment, his salary being $10 per month; 
he had also to collect a rate bill of 20 cents from each pupil per 
month. OF course he had the privilege of boarding “ round” 
amongst the pupils, an opportunity of which he did not avail him- 
self, his spare hours being valuable and his home near the school. 
The School Act of 1841 made provision for the examination of 
teachers, and he made the journey on foot to Goderich, passing 
through the ordeal before the superintendent of schools for the 
Jnited Counties. He succeeded in obtaining a certificate, how- 
ever, and came home rejoicing, with the coveted document snugly 
tucked away in his inside pocket. This was in 1847, and it took 
four days on the trip. 

Finding teaching and bush-whacking too slow, he bade adieu 
to the shanty and came to Stratford in search of employment. 
This he found with U. C. Lee, then a prominent merchant, thus 
taking up the business which proved to be that of his life. Mr. 
R. H. Lee also came to Stratford, entering into mercantile pur- 
suits, Mr. Hesson being engaged in the management of the con- 
cern till 1856. Mr. Sebring, the founder of the village a short 
distance west, feeling his health failing, Mr. Hesson entered into 
negotiations for his stock-in-trade, which were finally concluded 
by his becoming proprietor of that portion of the Sebring estate. 
‘The year 1836 was one of importance to him; he had launched his 
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barque into the stream of life for the first time with himself as 
pilot, and time alone would determine whether he had sufficient 
skill as a navigator to keep away from the rocks and shoals on 
which so many trim sails are dashed to pieces and lost. During 
this year he was appointed postmaster in Sebringville, and was 
also mace a justice of the peace for the county. He continued to 
conduct this business for ten years with success. In 1854 he 
married Miss Margaret Jane Polley, and soon had a family grow- 
ing up around him, and being desirous of securing for them a 
‘good education, he sold out his property in Sebringville, removing 
to Stratford. Here he again entered into business, which he 
continued to manage with success for over a quarter of a century, 
when he retired on a competency from active life to enjoy a well 
earned repose. 

During all the years he was actively engaged in his calling he 
did not disregard his obligations of citizenship, in discharging 
those public functions which all good men owe to their fellow 
When asked to come forward and contribute of his knowledge 
tand experience for the public good he was found at his post. He 
served the city as councillor for some years, and as mayor in 1876. 
On this occasion he was elected by acclamation. He was school 
trustee for some years, and chairman of the building committee in 
1878, resigning that position to contest the north riding of Perth 
for the House of Commons. At this election he defeated Mr. 
James Fisher. In 1882 he was again clected, defeating Mr. 
Robert Jones, of Logan, and was again elected in 1886 over Dr. 
Johnston, of Millbank, In the next contest he was defeated by 
Mr. James Grieve, of Mornington, The withdrawal of confidence 
by the electorate on this occasion arose entirely from his devotion 
to Sir John A. Macdonald in supporting a certain measure which 
was considered inimical to the principles of a number of his 

















supporters. 

Mr. Hesson was chosen chairman of the Trust Board under 
whose control were the funds for constructing the Georgian Bay 
& Lake Erie Railway. He has been a director of the Gas & 





Electric Light Co. since 1875, and president for the past three 
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years; was appointed first license inspector when Stratford was 
incorporated, and gave the first license to the Old Albion hotel on 
Ontario street, then considered to be the acme in hotel construc 
tion and in the magnificence of its appointments. 

‘Away back in the “forties he was scrutineer for the Hon. Mr. 
Cayley in the Cayley-Cameron election for the United Counties, 
before Perth had a separate existence. In those brave old days 
the polls were kept open for two days, and the qualification of a i 
voter was a free deed. There was one polling place in Ellice, and 
only one vote for poor Cayley, who was a Conservative. This | 
was polled by an English Tory named Pinder, who was, like the 








“Last rose of Summer,” apparently ‘blooming alone,” and I 
‘wasting his sweetness on the desert air.” Mr. Cameron was 4 
elected. iM 


Mr. Hesson was president for a period of five years of the first 
brass band (organized in Stratford in 1851), and doubtless marched 
‘off with the boys behind the drum major, who with his baton led 
the way in all the excruciating dignity of a half-pay officer or a 
town beadle, girt with the parish sword. 

During the agitation in the matter of good roads, over so years 
ago, he took an active part, and travelled over eight miles to the 
north of Shakespeare to record his first vote in 
favour of so excellent a movement. 

This old pioneer, who cut cordwood on the principal square of 
the city of Stratford, is still a youthful-looking and robust man 
He saw the city when it was yet a hamlet, and the surrounding 
country a wilderness. He saw it pass through the several stages 
to its present importance, and contributed his personal efforts to 
its commercial success. He sat in the high places, amongst her 
great men, Alone and without other aid this cordwood-chopper 
became a counsellor in the great council of the nation. What 
were the weapons with which this battle was fought—that 
gained power and honour and prestige? Nothing but honesty of 
Purpose, a high ideal of personal worth and integrity, and an 
ever-present feeling that he who fights on honourable and just 
principles will eventually win, So it always has been; so it will 
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always be. Mr. Hesson’s life, like others of the grand men of 
this county, ought to be an object-lesson to our youths who are 
preparing themselves to climb the hill “Difficulty” to honour and 
fame. To those without wealth, family connections, or influence, 
I say think of this wood-chopper and others of the old pioneers, 
land remember that though you are not equipped for the race with 
money or a great education, those are not the pearls without price 
they are only the settings, and not the gems. Let the goal you 
intend to reach be a high one, and if you never reach it (because 
few men ever attain their highest aspirations), you will at least 
by constant work ascend part of the way, your own manhood will 
be strengthened, and the world be the better of your efforts. 

Tn conclusion, permit me to say that the life of this man is well 
worthy of emulation, It is a life of action, and of honest effort, 
directed and sustained by a consciousness of moral rectitude, 
which has brought its own reward in a self-approving conscience 
and a competency for a quiet rest in the gloaming hours which 
make up the term of our increasing years. 





Warum, Davipsoy.—The life of this pioneer, in the number 
and variety of the offices he has been called upon to fill, presents 
‘a somewhat multifarious aspect when we consider the qualifica- 
tions necessary to a proper discharge of the varied obligations of 
those pursuits in which he has been engaged. Like many others 
of our great men who have accomplished much, he did not take up 
his first occupation either from a desire for it or natural adapta- 
bility to discharge its functions. He became a bushman, because 
he believed in the principle of doing whatever was nearest him to 
do. It was characteristic of him that whatever he undertook to 
do he did well. To this excellent feature he owes largely hi 
success. With him there was no slipshod work, no dallying with 
important trusts, no leaving to others or to chance what it was 
his duty to perform, This thoroughness and honesty of purpose 
where it exists to that degree as in Mr. Davidson is fortune 
for chances and opportuni= 








enough for any man. He who w 


ties to show his powers will never be likely to find them. The 
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men, therefore, who brave all circumstances and press manfully 
forward will find opportuities near their pathways in every direc 
tion, In this company he had a prominent place. A want of high 
education made him careful in his calculations, and so he became 
exact. An honest desire to overcome and advance his worldly 
circumstances gave strength to his character, and men will always 


lean on an oak rather than a willow. These qualities are eminently 
distinguished in this man, and to them, and not to external 
influences, he owes his position. 

‘Mr. William Davidson, present county clerk, was born in 
Monaghan, Ireland, in September, 1833. His education was 
stich as could then be obtained in that country, which, he says, 
comprised the three Rs., and doubtless a fourth branch might be 
added—a close acquaintance with the “tawse.” In this depart 
ment of our old countey system at that period a close companion- 
ship with this pedagogic appliance was considered a very effective 
‘means of communicating information. OF course a young aspirat 
after knowledge was not consulted regarding this part of his 
tuition, and frequent admonitions, even by the subject of this 
sketch, were not likely undeserved. In this seminary Master 
Keenan was all powerful, for good or evil. ‘The seats were pieces 
of rock, and writing desks were simply a piece of board laid 
across the pupil's arm. Of these educational advantages he 
availed himself only for one year. 

In 1845 his father, the late Abraham Davidson, emigrated to 
Canada, accompanied by his wife and six children, of whom 
William was second oldest. After a long voyage of nearly seven 
weeks they arrived in Toronto on June gth. His father at once 
came on to Fallarton, settling on lot 14, concession 7, then a 
wilderness, Young Davidson remained in Toronto township with 
his uncle, who was engaged in teaching. ‘They kept bachelors’ 
hall, William the younger being cook. Here, for about twelve 
months, he resumed his acquaintance with his books, not much 
progress being made, his culinary duties no doubt being of so 
varied and interesting a character as to prevent a great acquisition 
of book learning. During 1846, in his thirteenth year, he rejoined 
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his father’s family in Fullarton, walking from Toronto township 
on foot and driving two cattle, his journey occupying five days, 
On his acrival, along with his brother, he entered on the laborious 
task of clearing land. The woods were soon removed from the 
homestead, when contracts were effected to clear land for others, 

In 1857 he married Elizabeth Cole, of Fullarton, and was now 
fon the very threshold of that career in which he has so much dis 
tinguished himself, In 1859, at the age of 26, he was appointed 
township clerk. His subsequent municipal life in every depart- 
ment goes to prove that the choice made on that occasion was 
most advantageous, not only to Fullarton, but to Perth County. 
His thoroughness and adaptability for this work led to his appoint 
ment as treasurer in 1860, He continued in office as clerk for 
nine years, when he resigned and was elected reve. This position 
he held for eleven years, or until 1878. Meantime he became 
recognised as an authority on municipal law, which reputation he 
Still retains in an increased degree, In the legislation affecting 
municipalities from the Act of 1850 onward, through every depart- 
ment, it is doubtful if any other officer in this county has a more 
extended or correct knowledge of the principles underlying that 
enactment, 

















For a number of years previous to 1878, when he resigned the 
office of reeve to become county clerk, his worth as a public man 
‘was recognised in the South Riding. At a convention of the Con- 
servative party, to whose platform he adhered, he was in 1870 
nominated as their standard-bearer for the Legislative Assembly. 
‘This honour for private reasons he declined, considering the proper 
discharge of his legislative functions, if elected, would interfere 
with those important trusts the people in Fullarton had confided 
to his judgment and ability. In 1860 he built a store in Carling- 
ford, and, in conjunction with his farm, carried on a mercantile 
business such as suited the requirements of a country village. He 
was also postmaster in this little hamlet, continuing to hold that 
position until his removal to Mitchell in 1877. From the multi- 
farious duties arising from his own private business on the farm, 
in the store, and the post office, with his other public employ- 
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ments, Mr. Davidson at this time was @ busy man. In 1869 he 
sold his store, but did not by any means seek to relieve himselt 
from any of the activities in which he was engaged, as he at once 
accepted a general agency for the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co., in which capacity he rendered valuable service to the insti- 
tution, 

Meantime, during 1867, he resigned the office of township clerk, 
and in 1868 was elected reeve, with his father as deputy. This 
change opened a new sphere for the display of that faculty of 
careful manipulation in those affairs committed to his trust which 
has proved the mainspring of his success. At the council board, 
in the county council chamber, amongst the large number of 
representative men from every section of this county, it was but a 
short time till he was considered one of their most careful and best, 
informed men, As a natural consequence, he was soon honoured 
with the highest position in their gift by being elected as warden. 
His record here is also unique in county history in being elected 
consecutively for 1875, 1876, 1877, and till October, 1878, when 
he resigned to accept the clerkship tendered him by the county 
council. In our municipal history no other case has ever happened 
where a reeve of any township has been elected warden four years 
consecutively. During his term of olfice county indebtedness to 
the municipal loan fund was settled. Another able man had a 
seat on the county board at this period, as reeve of Downie, in 
Hon. Thomas Ballantyne. To these two representatives, with 
whom were associated the warden, were assigned all negotiations 
in relation to this very important question. Reports regarding 
this affair are signed by William Davidson as chairman, and are 
by far the most comprehensive of any reports 1 have seen in 
connection with public business in this county. Suffice it to say 
that this committee finally disposed of our indebtedness to this 
fund in a manner satisfactory to all. For a more exhaustive 
explanation of this question, my readers are referred to “Munici- 
pal Notes” in another part of this work. 

During that period in which he was warden another important 
matter affecting this county was dealt with, It will be remem- 
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bered that in 1873 a bonus of $80,000 had been granted to a 
railway from Stratford to Wiarton. This project met with 
strenuous opposition from Blanshard, Fullarton, Hibbert, and 
Downie, Towards its construction Mr. D. D. Hay had exhausted 
every effort in its favour, being strongly supported by Stratford 
and. those municipalities lying north. The attitude of the 
southern townships at that time did not arise from opposition to 
the scheme itself, but to their being made contributors to it, which, 
as far as human foresight could extend at that period, would be 
‘of no benefit to them. Fulminations loud and deep were launched 
against the by-law, and that iniquitous measure passed by Mr. 
Blake’s Government known as the grouping system. This measure 
enabled a few municipalities in favour of a scheme to group other 
‘municipalities with them who would have a minority of votes, and 
thereby force legislation on the weaker party antagonistic to thei 
interests. In this case it was fully carried out, forcing a large 
debt on the southern townships. A quarter of a century has now 
passed away since this event, and looking back over the whole 
question and its results, Iam constrained to say in the 
interest of all our people it was well that Mr, Hay's measure 
became law. 

Mr. Davidson, as warden, now opposed issuing debentures to 
the company until a sufficient guarantee was given that it would 
complete its contract in building the road. ‘The company, mean 
time, had made a demand for these securities without such 
guarantees, which Mr. Davidson considered, very properly, was a 
breach of contract. ‘They were determined to compel compliance 
with their demands, and entered a suit against the county. His 
management of this affair on behalf of his constituents indicated 
great zeal and judgment, as well as an extended knowledge of 
municipal law. "When this struggle terminated, after three years’ 
litigation, in which he defeated his opponents on every occasion, 
they at last made arrangements to carry out their original agree 
ment. If they had accepted this position at the outset much time 
and useless expense would have been avoided. Three years had 
now elapsed since this by-law was passed, and before passing over 
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the debentures Mr. Davidson detached the coupons falling due 
uring that period, which the company were not now entitled to 
receive by their conduct, thus saving to this county $14,000. 
When we consider this large item, and that much larger one 
saved in our municipal loan fund indebtedness by Mr Ballantyne 
, this county has been relieved of a liability amounting 
to nearly $100,000, 

Before leaving this subject, I may be permitted to say that he 
id not object to carrying out the provisions of the by-law, although 
‘opposed to the principle by which it was carried. As a proof of 
this those debentures granted to the Stratford and Port Dover 
road were promptly handed to that company, they having at once 
complied with their agreement. Throughout this whole affair Mr 
Davidson evinced great common sense and discretion, discharging 
his duties in a manner honourable to himself, and eliciting warm 
approval from ever 
removed to Stratford, and at the election of 1881 he was chos 
member of the board of education, being appointed secretary- 
treasurer at its first meeting. This position he has held ever 

That our readers may form an idea of the work accomplished 
by this pioneer, and those matters he has dealt with during a busy 
life, we submit a statement of the various positions he has been 
called upon from time to time to fill. He was township clerk of 
Fullarton for nine years, and reeve for eleven years; warden of 
Perth County for four years; county clerk for twenty-four years, 
still retaining that position. He was postmaster in Carlingford 
eight years; secretary trustees S. 8. No. 4, Fullarton, for seven- 
teen years; trustee and secretary-treasurer Mitchell high school 
board for eight years; trustee Stratford school board for four 
years, and secretary-treasurer for twenty-two years, and alderman 
of the City of Stratford for eighteen years, for nearly all of which 
period he was chairman of the finance committee. He was mayor 
of Stratford two years; auditor British Mortgage Loan Co. for 
sars; trustee of the hospital since it was first insti- 
tuted; inspector of house of refuge since it was erected; director 
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section of our county. During 1879 he 
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of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co, for fifteen years, and its 
president for ten yeat 

To discharge the multifarious duties in connection with these 
positions was the work of no ordinary man. The whole secret of 
his success was honesty of purpose and a thoroughness in every- 
thing he undertook to accomplish. This inspired confidence in 
those whom he served, which in his career has never been shaken, 
and which he still retains 

He was a man of strong and robust physique, and his youth 
spent in chopping and logging had so inured his constitution to 
hard labour that he was able to accomplish all his undertakings 
with ease. He is possessed of a large amount of good, common 
sense, is affable and kind in his manner, knows men well, and has 
the faculty of penetrating their motives. These characteristics, 
with a capacity for hard work, were the instruments by which he 
raised himself to the front rank of Perth's great men. 














Rowerr Jones, for many years a prominent man in this county, 
was born at Wicklow, Ireland, in 1828, He was a farmer's son, 
and obtained only such education as the country afforded at that 
period, which was very imperfect. He was endowed with natural 
qualities, however, which education could never supply. During 
a busy life these were brought conspicuously forward, and faith- 
fally applied in promoting the interests of his adopted country. 
‘Mr. Jones was an ideal pioneer. He was a man of fine physique, 
robust, tall, and well formed; of marvellous energy, restless and 
continuous in pursuit of those affairs committed to his trust. In 
his management of public business in Logan he displayed great 
tact and judgment, honourable to himself and advantageous 
to his constituents, As a recognition of his ability he received a 
greater share of confidence from those whom he served than has 
fever been accorded to any other representative in Logan. This 
he retained to the end, when he laid down his harness, which on 
his part was a voluntary action—he still maintained his popularity. 

In 1849 he came to Canada, remaining a short time in 
Fredericksburg, then removing to Kingston, where he made the 
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acquaintance of Sir John A. Macdonald. In 1853 he settled in 
Logan, on lot 15, concession 4, where he resided the greater 
portion of his life. In 1830 he married Miss Susan Jones, who 
became the mother of a large family, all of whom survived her. 
To a person of Mr. Jones’ temperament, clearing land afforded no 
scope to his restless disposition. Other avenues had to be sought 
jin which he could spend his energy, and these he soon found. In 
connection with his farm he entered into the business of shipping 
stock, and for many years was one of the largest operators west 
of Toronto. His great aptitude for business was soon observable 
to those with whom he came in contact, and in 1860 he entered 
on his municipal career, being elected councillor in Logan. In 
1862 he was chosen reeve, retaining that position for seventeen 
years, During 1879 and 1880 Mr. Coveney was reeve, when Mr. 
Jones was again elected to the reeve's chair, which he retained 
till 1890, when he retired. Important events meantime had tran- 
spired in connection with our gravel roads, in which he played a 
conspicuous part. In this he was ably assisted by Mr. Tom 
Coveney, then township clerk. As public men they were unlike, 
but admirably adapted to support each other. Mr. Jones was 

competent to formu 











impetuous in his conduct, fertile of resoure: 
late great schemes, but impatient in managing details. Mr. 
Coveney, on the other hand, was patient and painstaking in 
everything he did, watchful of the smallest consideration, thus 
supplying exactly those qualities in which Mr. Jones was deficient. 
These two men gave Logan an influence in this county only 
exceeded by Fullarton, whose municipal affairs were managed by 
‘Mr. William Davidson. In the historical sketch of Logan will be 
found many proceedings which illustrates the life and conduct of 
this marvellous and energetic man. 

During the period he sat at the county board he was honoured 
con three different occasions by being chosen warden, a record only 
excelled by two others during a long period of fifty years. He 
contested the North Riding of Perth for the Commons, but 
defeated. Near the close of a busy and well spent life this old 
pioneer retired to Mitchell, where he died in 1895. Take him all 
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in all Mr, Jones was an extraordinary person, and like others of our 
pioneers, his character is worthy of emulation by our young men. 





Jous Bissine was born in Somerset, England, in 1812, At 
24 years of age he became a British soldier, joining the 46th regi- 
ment of Light Infantry, serving for eleven years. During this 
period he was stationed at Gibraltar and the West Indies. In 
1846 his regiment came to Canada, being for some time stationed 
rnear Montreal, He then decided to make this country his home. 
Obtaining his discharge, he retired with the rank of corporal 

In 1849 he married a daughter of Mr. G. W. Dodds, and 
removed in 1851 to what is now Listowel, taking possession of a 
shanty already erected by some pioneer near the river. From 
Glenallen he brought a supply of provisions, and thus equipped he 
entered on pioneer life. This shanty he afterwards bought from 
a Mr. Henry for a rifle, This gentleman set up a right of priority 
in possession, which was a common mode of procedure in those 








early days. 

Mr. Binning, in turn, set up a right of possession on adjoining 
land eastward, and which he afterwards disposed of to Mr. Dodd. 
Subsequent to a survey being made and settlement taking’ place, 
fon these lands was built a large portion of Listowel. When a 
small clearing had been effected, and a little wheat produced, it 
was hauled by the oxen and sled to Hawkesville, where it was 
made into flour for the new settlement, each trip occupying three 
days. This continued till Mr. D. D. Hay erected his mill, thus 
relieving these old bushmen of a great amount of hardship and 
inconvenience, Mr. Binning’s life is so closely identified with the 
growth and development of Listowel that a history of one—for 
period at least—is almost a record of the other. Our readers are 
referred to the historical sketch of that municipality for further 
remarks on this pioneer. ‘Those who were contemporaneous with 
him refer to his disposition as being kind and friendly. Possessed 
of a well balanced mind, he was a good neighbour, a worthy 
1p, and respected by all classes, He was honoured on many 
‘occasions with positions of trust, being for some time a member 
























of the council and the first school board. In politics he was 
Conservative, in religion Presbyterian, being a member of Knox 
church since its inception, Throughout his long life he was 
honest and progressive, thrifty and industrious, and as a con- 
sequence was able to retire in his old age to a well earned rest. 
At the age of 87 years this old pioneer and first settler in Listowel 
laid down fife's burden as one who had done his duty well and 
was needfal of rest. 

Janus Dicksox, of Elma, was born in Peeblesshire, Scotland, 
in 1819. Although not one of the earliest settlers in this town- 
ship, he was a man who exerted a great influence for good in that 
section where he resided. Being accustomed to farm life in Scot- 
land, but considering Canada offered greater advantages, at the 
age of 32 he came to this country. In 1844 he married Mary 
Grozart, also a native of Peebles, who was his faithful helpmate 
for over half a century, having celebrated their golden wedding in 
1804 with their family and friends. During 1851 he arrived in 
Canada, for a number of years carrying on farming on his own 
account. In 1868 he came to Elma, a great portion of which was 
still covered with wood, and settled on the lot still occupied by his 
son James, ex-warden of Perth County. On this farm he remained 
until his death on January 19th, 1898, his aged partner preceed- 
ing him on the lonely path by a few months. Mr. Dickson did not 
take an active part in politics, although a supporter of the Liberal 
party. Like nearly all his countrymen he was a consistent Pres- 
byterian, and in every department of life earned for himself the 
best regards of his fellow men. He was a fine specimen of our 
pioneers, honest, truthful, thrifty, and industrious, and of kindly 
though unbending principle. Of co-operative dairying, which 
has done so much for Elma, he was an active promoter. ‘To such 
men this country owes much of her prosperity, and the example 
they set in their outgoings and their incomings, has shed an 
indelible influence on the moral aspirations of our people. 




















Moses Harvey, late treasurer of Elma, was born at New 
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Brunswick in 1822, In 1849 he married Mary Leckie, of King’s 
County, in that Province, and in 1856 removed to Elma, settling 
on lot #8, concession 9. Here he made for himself a home, and 
fon this farm he resided until his death. A family of thirteen 
children was born to him, many of whom are now dead. During 
1855, being still of an adventurous spirit, and having caught the 
California gold fever, he made a trip west to that fabled land, 
remaining only a short time, and although quite successful, he 
returned again to Elma. In 1871 he was appointed township 
treasurer, which position he held till his death on May 20th, 1901 
He was a good book-keeper, and throughout his long official 
career, though having large railway and drainage accounts pass- 
ing through his hands, his work is characterized by accuracy in 
every detail. At an early period he was appointed a justice of the 
peace, and was a consistent supporter of the Liberal-Conservative 
party. Bither in religion or politics he was not dogmatic in 
his views, allowing every man to deal with affairs of his conscience 
fas best suited himself. As a proof of this aspect of his character 
and his broad principles he took an active part in promoting 
Methodism where he resided, he being a consistent Presbyterian. 
Mr. Harvey was an honest man, which, after all, is the highest 





enconium we can give to any one, 


Tromas Rorawett was bor in Wexford, Ireland, in March, 

1808. The family emigrated to C: 
1833, he married Eliabeth Tompkins, of Wicklow, which union 
extended over a period of 63 years, when death separated the 
aged pair in January, 1896. To them were born six sons, who all 
became professional men except one—Mr. B. Rothwell, the eldest, 
having been principal of Listowel public schools for a quarter 
of a century, 

Mr. Rothwell arrived in Elma during 1853, settling on lot 29, 
concession 2, where he remained until his death. In his youthful 
days he was a man of robust physique, fine personal appearance, 
and a splendid specimen of the better class of our pioneers. He 
was an even-tempered, kindly man, well informed, and of far 





nada in 1815, In January, 
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more than average ‘intellectual ability. We are apt to inquire 
sometimes why people of education and refinement should ever 
enter the woods, where naturally nothing could be found we 
would suppose congenial either to their tastes or aspirations. To 
answer this we would require to know the man, for although fate 
does play strange vagaries with us all, there is a trend of thought 
and feeling in our hearts causing many events we blindly attribute 
to fortune. Whatever may have been the cause in this case of 
taking up backwoods life, Mr. Rothwell fought the battle in a 
‘manner most honourable to himself, and left a record of honesty 
and upright conduct with all men, the fairest boon he could leave 
to his family 











Ma. Sawvrt Rox was born in Crossmolin, Mayo, Ireland, in 
1821. At the age of 3o years he came to Canada, settling at 
Paris, In 1854 he arrived in Elma, locating on lot 36, concession 
12. During his first year in this township he married Margaret, 
Fullarton, sister to the present niunicipal clerk, At an early 
period he became identified with township affairs, and was elected 
councillor in 1859. In 1863 he was chosen deputy-reeve under Mr, 
D. D. Hay. This position he held till 1880, He was a life-long 
Conservative, and a consistent supporter of the English Church, 














Dastet D. Camppett, Lieut.-Col. and J. P., of Listowel, was 
born near Seafell, in Arran’s Isle, in 1832. He was the second 
son of Dugald and Mary Campbell, of Lochranza, who emigrated 
to Lower Canada, settling in the township of Inverness. Mr. 
Campbell received a fair education, having attended school for 
several years in the Eastern States, In 1836 he arrived in 
Listowel, which at that period was a hamlet of a few log dwellings, 
Here he at once entered into commercial pursuits, erecting the first 
frame store in the village. Mr. Campbell's life affords a good 
illustration of what can be accomplished by perseverance, honesty 
of purpose, and a kind disposition. He was the architect of his 
own fortune, and, what is better far, he was a man whom the 
citizens of Listowel delighted to honour. At one period of his 
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life with his mercantile affairs he managed a milling business and 
1 farm, evincing a fine simplicity of character through all, 

‘When Wallace was separated from Logan and Elma for munici- 
pal purposes he was appointed returning officer to call the first 
meeting. Subsequently for a number of years he served as coun- 
cillor, and, on Listowel being incorporated, was elected as a 
member of the council, ultimately being chosen reeve. He was 
also mayor of Listowel for several years, and voluntarily resigned 
that honour, On this occasion his fellow-citizens recognized his 
long, faithful services by presenting him on his retirement with a 
gold-headed cane, gold chain, and seal. To the quiet and unob- 
trusive efforts of this man, Mr. D. D. Hay, and a few others, 
Listowel owes her prosperity. In education he took a deep 
interest, using his best efforts in its promotion. On both school 
boards, with which he has been connected since their inception, he 

e worker. 





During the Fenian raid in 1866 he organized No. 4 company 
28th battalion of volunteers, to defend his country. This connec 
tion with the militia continued until he attained the rank of 














lieutenant-colonel, 

In 1874 he was tendered the Conservative nomination for North 
Perth, but declined. Mr. Campbell has been a useful citizen, and 
whether on the magisterial bench, an honour he has long retained, 
or in whatever sphere of life, public or private, he may have been 
called on to play his part his conduct has been uniformly that of 
a good and useful man. 

Mx, Joun Hicks, in early days an influential and well-known 
‘man in Perth County, was born in Cornwall, England. When 
quite young his father removed his family to Canada, settling at 
what is now Holmesville, near Goderich. Mr. William Hicks, 
the father, was a person of some means, and may be called the 
founder of Mitchell. As early as 1837 the first Hicks house was 
erected by him, In all that section of country west of Seebach's 
searcely a settler had located, and Mr. Hicks’ hotel was far 
more in danger of being boycotted by wolves than filled with 

















guests at that period. Mr. John Hicks, who afterwards became 
prominent and played an important part in public affairs, was first 
landlord in this new hostelry. 

He was a worthy old pioneer, and exerted a great influence in 
‘opening up this section of the Huron Tract. As an index of his 
character, in 1843 a Methodist minister was endeavoring to reach 
a new settlement in Fullarton to hold services with those few who 
had penetrated so far into the forest. Mr. Hicks directed him to 
follow the blaze on the trees as being the only hope of his keeping 
the way. Next evening at dusk the landlord saw a stranger 
emerging from the woods apparently in a rather sorrowful plight. 
‘There were no bridges in those days, and the poor preacher, in 
trying to cross a stream over a fallen tree, became an unwilling 
participant in baptism by immersion in good cold water from the 
Logan swamp. Mr, Hicks performed the part of Good Samar- 
itan by supplying such requisites as were needful for his guest's 
comfort. Next morning he was asked his charge. ‘How much 
do you get for your work?” said Mr. Hicks. “Little or no- 
thing,” replied the preacher ; ‘my Master will reward me at His 
‘own proper time; He never forgets.” “All right,” responded the 
landlord, “T'll take your Master for my pay; your bill is settled 
Good-bye. Call again, 

During the rebellion in 1837 he volunteered in support of the 
Government, and was employed in several departments of the 
service, Until his death, in 1872, he was still connected with 
that body, having attained the rank of lieutenant-colonel. He 
was one of the first magistrates in Perth County, first district 
councillor from Logan, and a member of the township council. 








Mr. Hicks’ municipal life was interesting and important, and my 
readers are referred to the historical sketches of Logan and 
Mitchell elsewhere in this work for further details regarding this 
very prominent man, 





Sanvzi Wnatey was born in Tyrone, Ireland, in 1818, and 

came to New York in 1840. In 1842 he came to Canada, settling 

in North Easthope. He married in 1844 Margaret Trow, a sister 
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i of James Trow, settling in Mornington in 1848, being one of the 
first settlers, He was for many years a prominent public man, 
having been reeve and also township clerk for several years. He 
was also clerk of the fifth division court, holding that position 
till his death in 1876, He was a magistrate and commissioner in 
B. R, and a director of the Stratford & Huron railway. He was 
active as a politician, acting with the Liberal party, although not 
aggressive, which made him personally popular. Through his 
long life he was highly esteemed as one of Perth's public men, 











Janes Ret, treasurer of Mornington, was born in County 
Down, Ireland, April agth, 1825. In his twenty-second year he 
came to Canada, settling in Mornington in 1847, on lot 16, con- 
cession 6, He was one of the first settlers where Millbank now 
stands, it being then an unbroken forest. The record of Mr. Reid 
as a township officer is somewhat unique, in so far that he has 
retained office for a longer period than any official in this county, 
having been appointed treasurer consecutively for 47 years. This 








acknowledgment of his services is a high tribute to his integrity, 
‘and a public recognition of his honesty as an officer and his worth as 
; citizen, In 1857 he received from His Excellency the Governor- 


General a commission as captain in the militia as a testimony to 
his loyalty and devotion to British institutions. He is Conserva- 
tive in politics, and a consistent member of the Presbyterian 
church. His life has been quiet and orderly, and his influence for 
good has been great, not only in his own family, but with those 
he has come in contact in every day life. 





Joux Warsos, township clerk of Mornington, was one of the 

first settlers in that township, locating’ on lot 7, concession 11, ia 

1848. Mr. Watson was born in Newton. Stewart, Tyrone, 

Ireland, in 1827, In 1847 he arrived in Canada, coming direct to 

Mornington, At a very early period he took an active part in 

} municipal polities, being elected reeve in 1863. This position 
i he retained sill 1868, In 1874 he was appointed township clerk, 
which position he has held ever since. Next to Mr. Reid he is 
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amongst the oldest of our municipal officers. His character and 
conduct as a citizen and private gentleman are above reproach, 
and shed a lustre on the name of backwoodsman. 


Auexanper Govntay was born in Galloway, Scotland, in 1803. 
When a young man he left his home, going to England, and 
entering into mercantile business. Here he remained for some 
time, emigrating to Canada in 1843, settling in Ellice the same 
year. Mr. Gourlay was a good specimen of the Scotch; energetic 
‘and aspiring, honest and trustworthy. He was a member of the 
old district council, and, on the introduction of the Municipal Act 
of 1850, took an active part in local municipal government. He 
‘was a member of the first couneil of Ellic 
1851 to 1853, inclusive. Mr. Gourlay was a consistent Presby- 
terian. During the period he resided in England he married a 
sister of the late John Pearson. Subsequent to the death of this 
lady he married Miss Riddell, of Paris, Ontario. Mr. Gourlay 
died on May 6th, 1879, at the age of 








and sat as reeve from 

















Rosext Hevrv, another old pioneer of Ellice, was born in the 
County of Londonderry, Ireland, in 1825, and came to Canada in 
1843, remaining for two years near Toronto as a farm servant, 








In 1845 he, along with his father, who had joined him in the 
meantime, settled in Ellice, locating on 500 acres on the and and 
grd concessions. Mr. Henry was a person of strong character, 
land a prominent man in this county. He was first reeve of Ellice, 
and succeeded Mr. Gourlay again in 1854. He was appointed 
fone of the first magistrates atter the organization of Perth as a 
separate county in 1853 











JouN KastNse was the second son of George Kastner, an old 
soldier in the grand army of Napoleon, whose victorious opera- 
tions struck terror to every nation in Europe, and covered France 
with glory, He was born in Alsace, then a French provinee, in 
1818, and came to Canada with his father's family in 1832, 
settling on lot 12, in the first concession of Ellice. Mr. John 

























538 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


Kastner was a great man, who, by his own industry and per~ 
severance, raised himself from poverty to the position of an 
affluent lending public man. His courage and success furnished 
4 fine illustration of that steady but sure progress made by the 
thrifty pioneer. During the rebellion of 1837 he was created a 
sergeant in the volunteer corps, and subsequently promoted to the 
rank of captain, which position he held for many years. 

He was a fluent speaker, and on the political platform was 
effective and often playful with his opponent. He was strongly 
sympathetic, and had many qualities of which orators are made. 
He understood the use of English well, but never was able to 
pronounce it without a strong German accent, which marred his 
influence as a speaker to some extent. He was a life-long 
Reformer, and of great value to that party in his manipulations of 





the electorate. 

Mr, Kastner was one of the first J. P's. in the county, and in 
1857 was elected reeve of Ellice, giving way in 1860 to Mr. John 
Pearson. Re-elected in 1861, in 1866 he again gave way to Mr. 
Pearson, but was once more returned in 1868. He was a man of 
great energy, and withal had a vast store of good common sense. 
As an early settler in this county, the influence he acquired 
amongst his neighbors was retained till his death, 














Peter Kastner, eldest son of the George Kastner we have 
mentioned, was also during his life-time a prominent man, The 
village of Kastnerville was founded by and named after this 
family. Like all the settlers of 1833 he was early inured to the 
hardships of bush life, but finally overcame them all, raising him- 
self by his own unaided efforts to positions of trust and honour 
amongst his fellows. He was also a justice of the peace, and 
filled every position in the militia from that of private to the rank 
of major. He carried on several branches of business, as mer- 
chant, distiller, and brewer, and was a prominent farmer and 
stock-raiser. 








Jouy PEARSON, a prominent municipal officer in Ellice, was born 
iP 
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at Ashford, County of Kent, England, in 1826, immigrating with 
hhis father's family in 1841. In 1844 he came to Ellice, and 
located on lot 16, in the second concession. For thirty years he 
carried on farming on the old homestead, removing to Sebringville 
in 1874, Here he engaged in saw-milling and general business, 
and was early identified with municipal government. A reference 
to the history of Ellice township will show the offices he was chosen 
to fill, and the implicit trust the people reposed in his integrity. 

Auexanper Fister, J. P., of North Easthope, was born in 
Kenmore, Perthshire, Scotland, on March 2nd, 1803. ° In 1833 he 
came to Canada, remaining for a time in the township of Esques- 
ing. On removing to North Easthope he settled on lot 32, con. 
2, which was his home till his death. He married Elizabeth Mc- 
Naughton (daughter of Donald McNaughton, also an old pioneer), 
who still survives. During the rebellion of 1837 he was enrolled 
in the regiment of Col. Jarvis, his company being under command 
of Capt. Brown, He was one of the first magistrates in Perth 
County, and during his life-time was a prominent citizen of North 
Easthope. He took an active part in municipal organization, 
under the Act of 1850, and was township treasurer for a quarter 
of acentury. His son, Alexander McNaughton Fisher, who be- 
came township clerk, held that position for zo years. He, again, 
was succeeded by his son in that important office. There is no 
other case in this county where one family has held the two most 
responsible offices for so long a period. A faithful and hones 
discharge of the duties arising’ in these positions has won for this, 
family a feeling of confidence from those they serve which has 
been steadily maintained for ov‘ 




















half a century. 








Peres Roninson Jarvis, a pioneer of this county, was fourth 
son of Fredrick Starr Jarvis, U. E. Loyalist, and born in the 
township of York, August 16th, 1824. His grandfather fought 
for British supremacy during the revolutionary war, and at its 
termination had to fly for his life to British territory. As a refugee 
he came to Fredericton, N. B., in 1808. As a U. E. Loyalist 
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his father obtained a grant of land near Oakville, serving in the 
war of 1812 and the rebellion of 1837. Subsequently he was 
appointed registrar of the Home District, and acted as Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Rod in the old Parliament of Canada. Later 

he became Sheriff of the Home District. 
In 1809 Colonel Jarvis removed his family to Upper Canada, 
jstrar. Like many 





and in 1818 received his appointment as 





others of our pioneers Mr. Jarvis began his education in a log 
school house, where he attended for some time, being afterwards 
sent to a grammar school in Cornwall. He seems now like a 
connecting link of the past and present, having been taught by 
Bishop Strachan, and was school mate of Hon. John Sandfeld 
McDonald, Having completed his education he shipped from 
New Orleans for China, residing in Canton as representative of 
fan American Tea Co. Returning from that port he visited the 
Cape of Good Hope and St. Helena, arriving safely in Toronto 
after a long voyage. For a short period he entered into the mill- 
ing business at Galt, and in 1847, along with his brother, came to: 
Stratford. 

On his arrival in this new 
Me. W. F. McCulloch a grist and saw mill and a distillery. Thus 
he identified himself with the commercial interests of the village, 
forming a connection which has been continued ever since. Strat- 
fords first assessment was made by Mr. James Woods, who, with 
Mr, Jarvis and his brother, made valuations and counted the 
houses, while quietly smoking their pipes in a Tittle back office. If 
remuneration for performing this important function was not 
great, neither did their duties seem very onerous. A brick block. 
erected by Mr, Jarvis, and known as the Jarvis block, was the first 
to be built in Stratford 

In discharging those duties which every good citizen owes to 
society, this pioneer had done his part. For many years he 





ickwoods hamlet he rented from 








interested himself in educational work, serving with acceptance 
fon the trustee boards. His connection with Stratford school 
boards extended over a period of thirty years, when he resigned 
his position as chairman of the high school trustees. At one 
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period of his career he was a candidate for parliamentary honours, 
and in good old orthodox style issued his address to the intelligent 
and independent electors of Perth County, but subsequently with- 
drew. The reader is referred to the local history of Stratford for 
farther information regarding the municipal work of this man. 

Over fifty years ago, when Queen Vietoria was young, he 
received a commission as ensign of the first Batt. of Perth Militi 
under date March rgth, 1851. This document is fearfully and 
wonderfully impressive, opening with an array of titles and dis- 
tinctions which appears to us like piling up agony. For the 
information of our readers we insert it, as follows:— 











“His Excellency the Right Honourable James, Earl of Elgin 
and Kincardine, Governor-General of British North America, and 
Captain and Governor-in-Chief in and over the Provinces of 
Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince 
Edward, and Vie 

“To Peter Robinson Jarvis, gentleman. Greeting: Reposing 
full confidence in your loyalty, courage, and good conduct, 1 do 
hereby constitute and appoint you, during pleasure, to be ensign 
in the Fourth Batt. of Huron Militia, taking rank and precedence 
from the 14th day of March, 1852, You are, therefore, carefully 
and diligently to discharge the duty of ensign by exercising and 
well disciplining the inferior officers and men of the said militia, and 
I do hereby command them to obey you as their ensign, and you 
are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as you 
shall from time to time receive from me or your superior officers, 





Admiral of the same, etc., etc 











according to law 
“Given at Toronto the fourteenth year of Her Majesty's Reign. 
“By command. Signed, Exoiy & KincaroIne. 





In 1849 Mr. Jarvis married Miss Marion Neilson, the issue of 
long and happy union being a family of ten children. In religion 
he is an Episcopalian, and in politics a Tory of the old school. 
His life has been peaceful though eventful, and during his career 
hhe has seen all those mighty influences called into existence by the 
genius of our great men which has produced such marvellous 









































! 
} 
j 








532 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 





results in the world. He has long passed three score and ten, 
and is now nearing that period which some by reason of more 
strength are said to attain. Still hale and hearty, however, he 
attends to business as he did over fifty years ago. He is robust, 
in health, portly in figure, relishes spinning a yarn of the long 
past, and on the whole is a fine specimen of ye grand old country 
gentleman of ye olden time. 








AxpRew Monrerti was born in August, 1823, at Karo-Deeen, 
Tyrone, Ireland, and with his father's family came to Canada, 
arriving on July 12, 1834. Mr. Samuel Monteith had preceded 
this family ioto the wilderness, and was ready to welcome them 
on their arrival at “Little Thames." 

Mr. Monteith was an ideal pioneer. Rather over than under 
middle size, he was muscular in appearance, quick ia his move- 
ments, decisive in action, and inexhaustable in vitality and 
endurance. His countenance could not be called fine according 
to the rules of art, but, as a mirror to the thoughts and feelings 
of @ great man, was impressive, indicating the presence of a 
strong character. He was easily approached, and had no affecta- 
tion. He was conservative in politics and democratic in principle, 
having not one spark of official pomposity by which some sur- 
round themselves. He was a good chopper, an expert logger, 
and a public speaker above the average. His language was plain 
but strong—always convincing, because always truthful and 
sincere. Intolerant of sham, he made a good friend and a most 
enterprising opponent. Such a character does not need birth and 
influence to bear him onward. He never waited for something to 
turn up; he went straightway, as all great men do, and turned 
something up for himself. As might be expected from such a man, 
he soon attained prominence and great influence in Perth County, 
playing a distinguished part in its early history and development. 

In 1838 his father opened a general store in Stratford, which 
was managed by his brother till 1840, This youth died at 21 
years, when Mr. Monteith and his brother Samuel carried on the 
business till 1850. His partner having withdrawn, he continued 
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the business for several years longer, until, his health failing from 
close confinment, he retired to his farm in Downie, where he 
resided till his death. 

Tt was not in mercantile affairs, however, that nature designed 
this man should play his part. The eternal gin-horse sameness 
that characterizes business in a country town must have been 
irksome to him, Nature did not design him for a vendor of knit- 
ting needles and red herrings he was to be a leading man. In 
‘municipal and political life he was prominent from an early period 
of his career. This inclination for public business he may have 
inherited from his father, who was one of the six old veterans (all 
the voters in the eastern part of the county) who trudged from 
Stratford to Goderich in 1841 to record their votes in the Dunlop 
Strachan election. In 1842 when school sections were organized 
by Mr. Daly, Mr. Monteith was one of the first trustees in union 
school No. 1, Downie, Ellice, and North and South Easthope. 
From this period, onward to the day of bis death in 1896, his 
name—during those 54 long years—was constantly before the 
people of this county. To say that he was always. successful 
would imply that he was more than human, He was irrepressible, 
and failure with him was simply an incentive to greater exertion. 
In fact, when his opponents succeeded in hedging him in at one 
point he simply broke out at another, and with such force and 
impetuosity as to overwhelm them all. 

His municipal career is already written in the local history of 
Downie and that of Perth County, and those of my readers who 
desire to follow out the life of this excellent man are referred to 
those portions of this work. At Confederation in 1867 he entered 
parliament as member for North Perth in the Legislature, his 
opponent being Mr. D, D. Hay, whom he defeated. In 1871 he 
contested the Riding against the Hon, Thomas Ballantyne, and 
was again elected. In 1874 he resigned his seat in the Legis- 
lature, and became a candidate for the House of Commons, his 
opponent being Mr. James Redford, whom he defeated. On a 
petition this election was voided, and he again entered the field, 
with Mr. James Fisher, of Stratford, as his opponent, and he was 
In 1878 he retired from active polities. 











again successful 
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‘There were few institutions in this county with which he was 
not to a greater or lesser extent identified. He was elected to the 
Stratford school board in 1853, 0 the retirement of Mr. Peter 
Woods, and was also a member of the trustee board in S. S. No. 
5: Downie. When the British Mortgage Loan Co. was established 
in Stratford he was chosen as its first president, for which his 
prominence and integrity eminently fitted him. He was also for a 
time its managing director. Although not an official in the Perth 
Mutual Fire Insurance Co., he had the honour of taking out policy 
No. 1 in that important institution. In the old days he was also 
4 member of the Volunteer Fire Co. 

In politics he was strongly Conservative, although by no means 
aggressive, believing that every man had a right to his own 
opinions in matters of conscience. He was a consistent member 
of the Church of England, and for many years was church warden, 
To one secret society he belonged, and to one only, He was a 
representative man in the Orange order, remaining an active 
member during his whole life. It is worthy of remark, and is a 
high tribute to his character, that he always enjoyed the confidence 
and good-will of the Roman Catholics during his political career. 

In 1850 he married Jane Dunsmore, then of Huntingdon, 
Quebec, to whom were born four sons and five daughters, several 
‘of whom are now dead. Mr. Monteith’s career was unique, and 
should be a sacred heirloom in his family for all time to come. 
He was possessed of those rugged qualities that so often dis- 
tinguished the men of that generation now nearly passed away, 
and who made this county what it is. Those hardy and intrepid 
characters seem not to be fashionable now-a-days, That process 
of polishing necessary to bring a man up to the modern require- 
ments of society is apparently fatal to a perpetuation of those 
qualities so strongly marked in Andrew Monteith and our pioneers 
generally. If such be the case it is to be regretted, Better far 
in any country or society to have ruggedness with strength than 
polish associated with weakness. 


Stewart Cawpsett, as his name indicates, was a son of the 
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heather, born in Strathardle, Kirkmichael parish, Perthshire, 
Scotland, in 1805. His father, like all glen-folk in that moun- 
tainous region, took commendable pride in securing for his 
children a fair education, At an early age he was sent to the 
parish school—a noble institution which has done much for Scot 
land, and which at that period was possessed by no other nation 
in the world. Subsequent 
acquired a knowledge of English and mathematics, Without 
these two branches no Scottish boy's education could be complete, 
and next to the shorter catechism were a foundation on which 
rested all his future scholastic acquirements. Having obtained a 
moderate store of learning, he took up the ferule for himself in 
his native parish, teaching what is known in Scotland as a side 
ool, until he was promoted to Athol. He did not remain long 
in this profession, removing to Dalkeith, where he be 
intendent of a brewery 

In 1843 he turned his steps toward Canada, being recom- 
mended to come to Stratford by some of his acquaintances who 
had preceded him to North Easthope. During the autumn he 
reached Elfice, and located on the edge of that great swamp 
adjoining Stratford, where he resided until his death. 





he entered an academy, where he 














came super 


To one who spent his years in educating himself and others, 
life in the woods and that laborious work consistent with it must 
have been very distasteful. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
he soon turned his attention to other and more congenial pursuits. 
In 1846 he was appointed clerk and treasurer of Ellice, which 
position he retained till 1869, Mr. Campbell's municipal career is 
somewhat singular, At one period he was clerk and treasurer of 
atford, and county clerk at the same time, 

He took an active part in organizing Perth County and in its 
separation from the United Counties of Huron, Perth, and Bruce. 
With him were associated in this work Messrs. J. J. E. Linton 
and J. A. Seott, who also took a prominent part in the agitation 
‘A great mass meeting was held in Mr. Campbell's field to 
facilitate this movement, where funds were subscribed to enable 
Mr. Linton to visit the Government for this desirable object. Mr. 





ice, clerk of 
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Linton succeeded, the name Perth, which it formerly had ia 
connection with the United Counties, being retained, 

Mr. Campbell was secretary of North Perth Agricultural 
Society, only resigning a year or two previous to his death. He 
was a fine type of manhood; in his later years somewhat portly, 
but most distinctly in his manner and deportment a repre 
sentative Scotchman rather than a Canadian pioneer. Every 
idiosyncrasy apparent in his life and character was eminently 
fone peculiar to a son of “‘ye ancient kingdom.” He was a true 
friend, but not very demonstrative in his sympathies either by 
word or action. Frequently tacitun, a strong pecularity of his 
ature, his conduct might be considered gruff by those unac- 
quainted with the character of this Gael. 

During his residence in Dalkeith he married Mary C. Keiller, 
to whom were born six children. On his death in 1878, at the 
age of 73 years, Perth County lost one of her oldest and ablest 
municipal officers, an old pioneer, and a trustworthy and honour- 
able man, 

Parrick Cuyse was born in Roscommon, Ireland, in 1817. He 
‘ame to Canada with his parents in 1832, settling in South East- 
hope. His death in 1901, at 84 years, broke the link connecting 
two generations of men—pioneers of an age long past, and those 
of a progressive period now present. In 1837 his father sold his 
farm of 300 acres in South Easthope, and removed to Downie, 
where he had been preceded by Monteiths, Dempseys, Nelsons, 
Dunsmores, Robbs, and others. Time has made great changes ia 
this old family. Its founders, James Clyne and his wife, have long 
since passed away. William and John died over a quarter of a 
century ago, the subject of this sketch being spared alone to wit» 
ness all those changes resulting from pioneer efforts in the old time. 

The history of this family in one respect is somewhat remark- 
able. By referring to the historical sketch of Downie it will be 
found that since municipal organization took place in 1842 one or 
other of its members has been continuously connected with its 
local government. The late William Clyne was for a long term of 
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years a conspicuous figure among our public men, having been 
honoured, as few men are, with so large a share of public con- 
fidence. The late James Clyne, a most estimable and kind- 
hearted man, was township treasurer till his death in 1900, having 
held that responsible position for 32 years. 

Like all old settlers Mr. Clyne, in his later years, loved to talk 
of old pioneer seenes— 
prolonged trials of strength and endurance were maintained with 
each other. In 1843 he walked to Goderich with his deed in his 
pocket to record his vote. From that period till the present 1 
believe this family have been supporters of Conservative principles. 
In religion the family are Catholic, the subject of this sketch 
assisting to construct the first church in Stratford. He saw St 
Joseph's congregation grow and expand from a few people locate: 
jar apart in an inhospitable wilderness to hundreds of families, 
who worship at its altar every Sabbath day. At his death he was 
the oldest member in this congregation. This pioneer was typical 








wn raisings” and “logging bees,” when 











of a lass, quiet and unassuming, hospitable and kind to those 
who came within his gates, and in every department of life a 
worthy and honourable man, 

Joux Coxsy Witsox Daty was born in Liverpool, in 1796, his 
parents being visiting in that city from the County Monaghan, 
Ireland, at that time. He had all the advantages of a superior 
education, and was chosen by the Canada Co. to succeed Mr. 
Galt as their representative in Stratford. In 1833 he reached the 
Huron Tract, and entered on the duties of his office. Although 
Mr, Daly was a very early settler in this eounty, he could scarcely 
be called a pioneer, except in the sense that Dunlop and Galt 
were pioneers. As the agent of the Company, however, no one 
had a better opportunity of noting those hardships endured by the 
first settlers than he, Every aspect of backwoods life was tamiliar 
to him as it was to be seen in others, his connection with the 
Company extending as it did over a period of 3o years. Mr. Daly 
was a public spirited man, taking an active part in every scheme 
leading to a development of Perth County. He was an early 
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store keeper in Stratford and first postmaster. He was district 
councillor for several years, and established the first school 
sections in what is now Perth County. The citizens of Stratford 
honoured him with positions of trust, and he took an active part 
in promoting their commercial interests. In the militia he attained 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel, was an old magistrate and coroner 
in this county, and a most charitable man. He died in Stratford 
in 1878 at the advanced age of 83. years. 


Jats Stewart, of North Easthope, son of John Stewart and 
Mary Crerar, was born in Perthshire, Scotland, and came with 

parents to Canada in 1832, settling in North Easthope. The 
Stewart family is an old one in this county, and one of the most 
distinguished for the capable and public spirit of its members. By 
reference to the list of public officers in North Easthope it will be 
found that the subject of this sketch was for a long period pro 
minent in muniepal affairs. During his whole career he was much 
esteemed as an officer, a private citizen, and an upright public 
man. Peter Stewart, his brother, was for many years closely con- 
nected with municipal government in North Easthope, and one of 
its trusted public servants who did much to develop its resources. 
This old pioneer family, along with many other settlers of this 
township, had an awful experience in their journey from their 
glens in Perthshire to the wilderness of the Huron Tract. Mr. 
Peter Stewart, even at the distance of 70 years from that ill 
starred time, relates with thrilling interest many details of that 
terrible voyage across the sea, and that still mote terrible journey 
to the west. Cholera, with relentless tenacity, hung around those 
poor helpless immigrants like an insatiable demon, ‘They were 
shunned by people on their journey as being plague-smitten, 
and almost every encampment where they rested was marked by 


the grave of a vietim snatched from those weary and heart-broken 
wanderers, 


Roser Cietanp was born in Lanarkshire, Scotland, emigrating 
to Canada while yet a young man. He was one of the early 
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settlers of Elma, and has taken an active part for a long period in 
municipal government, In 1867 he was first elected reeve, hold- 
ing that position for three years. He was again elected in 1876 
for two years, and again in 1888 he held that honoured place, 
being re-elected subsequently on several occasions. During his 
‘occupancy of this position at the council board in 1867 to 1869, 
inclusive, he rendered valuable service to Elma in securing, after 
a good deal of difficulty, those payments due the municipality by 
the Government in connection with the improvement fund. Since 
the inception of the cheese industry he has been an ardent pro- 
moter of this branch of husbandry, and was elected as president 
of the Wester Ontario Dairymen's Association in 1889 as a 
recognition of his important services to co-operative dairying. He 
also was an active promoter of the Elma Fire Insurance Co. in 
1884, and was chosen its first secretary and manager. In every 
department of public life he has been a conspicuous figure, 
devoting his time and ability to the furtherance of those objects 
which he believes is for the benefit of the people. 

















Janes Trow was born at Newton, Montgomeryshire, Wales, 
December 16th, 1826, He received a fair education, and in 1841 
emigrated to Canada, settling in North Easthope. Mr. Trow’s 
success in this county furnishes @ good illustration of what can be 
attained by courage, perseverance, and a fixed purpose. When 
hhe came here he was penniless, friendless, homeless, and unac- 
guainted with those hardships inseparable from pioneer life. 

In 1842, when North Easthope had been divided into three 
school sections, he having travelled on foot to Goderich, and 
passed an examination before the superintendent of education, 
returned in triumph with a certificate in his pocket as a duly 
qualified teacher. He at once applied for and obtained a school 
in one of these new sections, and continued as a teacher for ten 
years. It was not as a teacher, however, he was designed to 
Succeed. Although of a more versatile character than any of our 
public men in this county, it was as a speculator that he raised 
himself and attained to prominence. He was by nature a leader 
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and manipulator of men. Under all conditions he was alw. 
calm and collected. He had great penetration of character, and 
an intuitive feeling which enabled him to form correct conchi= 
sions of men's motives. He could sing a good song, tell a good 
story, was genial and sympathetic in his manner, kindly in his 
nature, a hale-fellow-well-met sort of man, respected by all, but 
really and truly known only to few. It is not surprising, then, 
that during his life he was, and continued to be, one of our most 
popular mei 

Mr. Trow was for a long period of years a useful public mao, 
His municipal career was brilliant and advantageous to our 
people. He was a man of broad views, and on all public 
questions stood up manfully, and threw his whole influence in 
favour of those measures calculated to ameliorate the conditions 
affecting the great mass of the people. He was a fluent talker on 
the platform, but by no means a great speaker. He had all those 
qualities necessary to successful political life, using them effec- 
tively during an extended public career. From his first appear- 
ance as a public man he filled every municipal office, from path 
master to county warden, in a manner creditable to himself. 

At Confederation, in 1867, he was returned to the Provincial 
Legislature for South Perth. His long experience in municipal 
affairs fitted him admirably for such a position, and he succeeded 
in carrying through several important and usefull amendments to 
the Assessment and Municipal Acts. In 1871 he was defeated by 
Mr. T. B. Guest, of St. Marys, but in 1872 was elected for the 
House of Commons, Subsequent to dissolution, in consequence 
of the “Pacific Scandal,” he was re-elected by acclamation, In 
1878 he survived the wreck of his party under Hon, Alexander 
Mackenzie, and defeated Dr. Hornibrook, of Mitchell. At the 
next two elections he was again triumphant over H. F, Sharp, of 
St. Marys. Subsequent to his last contest with Mr. Sharp he 
was unseated under a protest by the indiscretion of an agent, and 
in 1892 was defeated by Mr. William Pridham, of Fullarton. 
This was his last appeal to South Perth, and on September 3th, 
1891, died James Trow, after a successful parliamentary career 
extending over nearly 25 years. 






































skercies 540 


During his tong period of service as member of the House of 
Commons he was Liberal Whip for 15 years, a position for which 
his kindly and jovial nature eminently fitted him. He also 
advocated and carried through Parliament several measures in the 
People’s interest, such as the Railway Passengers’ Act and the 
Act declaring life insurance policies non-forfeitable except under 
certain conditions. He was also for years chairman of the 
immigration committee, He travelled extensively in our newly 
acquired north-west territory, and did much by his writing to 
draw public attention to that “great lone land,” now a home for 
thousands. Subsequent to a second visit to that new country his 
letters were published by Government, and 33,000 copies circu. 
lated in Great Britain. These letters were the greatest work of 
his life, and were much admired by people of literary taste for 
their easy, graceful style of composition, 

Amongst other positions held by Mr. Trow was that of presi= 
dent of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co., which he filled for 
many years. He was also president of the British Mortgage Loan 
Co., of Stratford, president of the Dominion Life Assurance 
Co., and a director of the Ontario Life Assurance Co., of Waterloo, 
He was an old magistrate, and in every position of trust to which 
he was elected his conduct was such as to rank him with the best 
men of Perth County. In 1847 he married Mary Moore, of 
Blenheim township, a former pupil in his days of teaching school, 
to whom were born four sons and one daughter. 














Jawes Brown was born at Nathanfoot, Lanarkshire, Scotland, 
in 1805, During his boyhood days he attended the parish school, 
obtaining a fair education. In 1820, with his father and other 
members of the family, he came to Canada, settling in Dalhousie. 
For several years he assisted on the farm, when he became a 
school teacher, receiving for his services the sum of £30 per 
annum, As a part of his duties in that capacity he had to collect 
his own salary, which, in many instances, was more difficult than 
earning it. It will be borne in mind that Canada previous to 
1841 had no School Act. During 1846 he removed to Pullarton, 
and assisted at raising the first school house in that township, in 
32 
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section No. 1, and upon its completion became first teacher in the 
municipality. In 1847 he was appointed collector of taxes by the 
‘ld district council, retaining that position until its abolition by 
the Act of 1850. When Fullarton was organized he was chosen 
treasurer, discharging the duties of that office till 1860, when he 
retired. In 1868 he was appointed auditor, remaining in harness 
till his death, He was an old magistrate, an elder of the Presby- 
terian church in Fullarton and Dalhousie. 

Mr. Brown was a good public speaker, and a life-long sup- 
porter of the Reform party. His countenance indicated intelli- 
gence and refinement. He was a man of strong convictions, 
Sincere and ardent in his conduct, his whole character typical of 
the good old pioneer. In 1827 he married Margaret Park, of 
Dalhousie, who was his constant companion through his long life. 
Her death was more than he could bear, and it was only a few 
months afterwards when he was laid by her side in the quiet 
resting place of the dead. 


Mixer Harkisox was born near York, England, in 1816, His 
father was engaged in the sea-faring business, trading to Russia, 
In 1820 the family removed to Canada, settling in London town- 
ship, which at that period was rapidly being taken up by emigrants 
from the old land, In 1842 Mr. Harrison married Catherine 
Howard, whose father had come to London in charge of  survey- 
ing party, and where he afterwards settled in 1822, ‘The Howards 
were related to the eccentric Col. Talbot, who founded the Talbot 
settlement on Lake Erie, In 1844 Mr. Harrison arrived in St 
Marys, then fast becoming an important trading centre, Here he 
opened a general store on Queen street, with a stock of such 
goods as were in demand by the settlers. The staple articles of 
trade in those early days consisted of potash and black salts, as 


being the principal products of a new farm. As time increased 
hhis wealth so his business extended, until he was able to retire 
with a considerable fortune, the result of hard work and careful 
‘mavipulation of his affairs. Mr. Harrison was in many respects 
fa clever man, with all the qualities that lead to success. If he had 
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been a farmer he would have been a good one, and made himself 
rich. If he had been a labourer he would have earned the highest 
wages. He was plain and simple in his tastes, jovial in his 
manner, and had the most perfect contempt for the namby- 
pambyism of those who affect what is called high society. He 
was honest in his convictions, and in all his transactions. He 
knew no standard of manhood but that set up by Burns—"The 
rank is but the guinea's stamp, the man's the gold for a’ that.” 

In the discharge of those duties appertaining to public-spirited 
citizenship he did his part, and his work in this department will 
be found in the local histories of Blanshard and St. Marys. 





JOHN SaNpeRson, a St. Marys pioneer, was born in County 
Cavan, Ireland, in 1823. Coming to Canada with his parents he 
settled near Port Hope. In 1848 he removed to St. Marys, as 
yet a hamlet on the River Thames, entering into business as a 
lumber merchant. In this department of trade he continued during 
the whole period of his active life, retiring a number of years ago 
with a competency. Mr. Sanderson was a quiet, unassuming 
hhonest, reliable, and a good citizen. He is a strict Presby 











terian, and took an active part in founding that denomination in 
St. Marys. When their present edifice, which crowns the hill on 
Widder street, was erected, he took an active part as one of the 
construction committee. He is now one of the few remaining 
pioneers of the town, nearly all the others having passed away 














James Doucias Moors, deceased, was born in the Township 
of Dumfries, in 1838. Mr. Moore was in no sense a pioneer of 
St. Marys, but to him belongs the distinction of introducing 
system which marks an era in the commerce of this country. He 
was a son of the shanty, and, like many such, had great obstacles 
to overcome in his way to success. His education was limited, 
and realizing this condition, he often regretted in after life that he 
had not availed himself to a greater extent of the facilities within 
his reach. He continued on the farm until 1867, when he removed 
to St. Marys, entering on his career as a promoter and successful 
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operator of a new system of egg storage. This method has now 
attained great prominence, and is of vast consequence to Canada. 
Its importance to the husbandman will be recognised when we say 
that previous to its introduction this product of our farms had no 
commercial value, and could not be sold for money. Old pioneers 
will remember when it became known that Mr. Moore would pay 
money for fruit of this description, that the females of every house- 
hold extended their investigations to the most remote corners of 
the farm buildings in search of this new source of income. He 
was also first to pay money for butter. ‘This product was 
formerly sold to store-keepers for goods over the counter, most 
unsatisfactory system for all parties concerned. He also con 
structed the first cold storage warehouse west of Montreal, which 
proved a great success, Mr, Moore was unpretentious in manner, 
Although somewhat daring as a speculator. He was a large 
employer of labour, and highly respected by those under his 
charge. In polities a Reformer, in religion a Presbyterian, tem- 
perate, industrious, and kindly in his manner, intensely devoted 
to the “roaring play,” which he continued to enjoy until the last. 
He took an active part in municipal affairs, and sat at the council 
board for a period of eight years. He died in 1902, and was 
much regretted, being one of St. Marys’ great men. 


Jous James Epaospstoune Liyrox was born at Rothsay, Isle 
‘of Bute, in 1804. He was the son of a gentleman of prominence, 
fand received a good education, In 1833 he arrived in Canada, 
fand meeting with Mr. Daly, agent of the Canada Company at 
Guelph, he was directed westward to Stratford, He at once 
ocated on lot 7, concession 3, Downie, and began clearing a farm, 

In November, 1829, he married Margaret Dallas, who accom~ 
panied her husband in his wanderings, and like a true woman 
tame with bim to his lonely shanty, willing to share his burden 
for weal or woe. It is only those who have experienced the trials 
and depressing thoughts of other days, or that continuous weeping 
of a heart ready to break at the dismal environment of @ 
pioneer, who can know the bitterness of life in the woods to 
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people of refinement. For a poor over-laboured hind, who may 
have ‘Begged a brother of the earth to give him leave to teil,” 
this change from his daily grind, without hope, in the old land, 
was often a relief, But, O1 how sad, how painful it was to look 
at the puny efforts of those in clearing land who were unaccus 

and in 
many cases their utter wretchedness was more than they were 
able to bear. 

During 183 Mr. Linton opened the first school in this county, 

Stratford. Mrs. Linton also opened a 
school in North Easthope. Throughout the winter of 1834 and 
1835 @ night school was kept in the latter place, where those 
youths who had recently arrived from Perthshire, Scotland, re- 
ceived their education. He soon abandoned this profession, and 
entered into business in Stratford. At this time he was appointed 
clerk of the court of requests, a position corresponding to division 
court clerk, He also took an active part in promoting an agricul- 
tural society, an account of which will be found elsewhere, 

During 1847 he was closely associated with Mr. Daly in 
agitating for county organization apart from Huron and Bru 
In this he wi 
sions, He was subsequently appointed clerk of the peace, holding 
that office tll his death in 1869, In him temperance principles had. 
consistent adherent and a conscientous supporter. He was fully 
possessed of those traits peculiar to all good men, truthfulness 
in thought, action, and utterance. In him there was no equivoca- 
tion nor duplicity; he was sincere. To support his anti-slavery and 
anti-liquor principles he published for many years, at his own cost, 
and charge, a paper called the Challenge, and which was dis- 
tributed far and wide, not only in this county but in Ontario. 
Many old settlers in Perth will remember that having completed 
their period of service attending court as jurors each returned to 
his home with a good supply of literature, which the kind-hearted 
old clerk of the peace considered was for their good. 

He was a man of great goodness of heart, strong individuality 
of character, outspoken in his sentiments, firm in resolution, and 


tomed to manual labour. It seemed like refined cruel 











fa short distance west of 








successful, visiting the Government on two occa~ 
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tenacious of purpose. Conventionalities had no effect on his con 
duct, and whatever others might do, he acted according to the 
light of his own judgment. ‘The most prominent point in his 
nature was benevolence, not of purpose only, but of action. An 
illustration of this principle in his conduct will be found in a 
report of the relief committee to Stratford council during 1859, a 
year in which he found ample scope for his charitable feeling in 
relieving the pressing necessities of the poor. He was extremly 
susceptible to distress among the helpless, and was often imposed 
upon, but unable to resist a pathetic appeal from those who 
pleaded for assistance, he was— 


+ Careless their merits or thee fl to sean 5 
His pty gave ere charity began 


This old pioneer was eminently a good and useful man, an 
honour to the place of his birth, and a power for good in the land 
(of his adoption 

Jouw Melwryae was born at Lismore, Argyleshire, in 1788, At 
an early age he entered the navy as midshipman, taking part in 
several engagements during that distracting period extending over 
the first fifteen years of last century. On his retirement at the 
close of the Peninsular war he hecame a resident of Paisley, then 
the centre of Radicalism in Scotland. The impetus given to 
democratic principles by events transpiring and arising out of the 
French revolution had aroused the Scotch. The terrible depres- 
sion succeeding the Napoleonic wars had stirred the inhabitants of, 
manufacturing districts to a verge of action against the corn laws 
and parliamentary representation. Radicalism, with its sister 
principle Chartism, was rampant, and Mr. Melntyre in such an 
elemental maelstrom was soon drawn into the vortex. Paisley 
was for a time almost under martial law, and certain speeches he 
had delivered in the cause of freedom rendered it necessary for his 
safety that he leave his native land forever, and seek in Canadian 
woods that liberty of thought and action which was denied him in 
his own native Scotland. 
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In 1820 he arrived in Dalhousie, County of Lanark, and took 
up the burden of pioneer life. He was a fine specimen of the 
intelligent backwoodsman—an ideal white chief of the forest ; 
energetic, honest, with strong reflective powers, and of more than 
ordinary ability. As might be expected, he soon became promin- 
cent in the new settlement; was a magistrate, and on one occasion 
fa candidate for parliamentary honours. A quarter of a century 
soon passed away, and he found: himself with a large family 
growing up around him, He therefore determined to remove to 
the Huron Tract, and arrived in 1845, settling in Fullarton. For 
the second time he entered the lists against nature, taking up the 
burden of toil and severe hardship incident to a new country. 
Here he at once attained prominence, and was elected by the 
people of Fullarton to the district council in Goderich several 
times. When the township was first organized he became clerk, 
retaining the position for some y 

magistrates in the county, and on one occasion walked through 
the woods to St. Marys to assist Mr. Christie in trying a case, he 
being the nearest justice of the peace at that period. 

Mr. Melntyre was a good specimen of a Scotch Highlander— 
stern and immovable in his principles, and an unflinching advocate 
of equal rights to all men. Although he could not speak English 
until he had passed his twelfth year, he became a master of the 
language, his writings being characterized by a simplicity and 
lucidity of expression we would scarcely expect in one whose 
cradle tongue was that of the Gael. He was a person of high 
literary taste, and if his lot had been cast under a more propitious 
star would have distinguished himself as a writer of pure Eng 
He was typical of a class who entered the woods, few in number, 
and scattered here and there over the Huron Tract, the memory 
of whose worth it is our privilege to record, 





rs. He was one of the first 

















Wiruiast H. Hackine was a pioneer of Listowel, and was bora 
in Yorkshire, England, in 1810, His father was a Congregational 
minister, who emigrated to Canada with his family, settling in 
Whitchurch, County of York, where he took up land, Subsequent 
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to Mr. Hacking’s leaving his home he resided five years in Guelph, 
and came to Listowel at an early day. He opened the pioneer 
store, and was appointed first postmaster. For other information 
regarding this pioneer see the history of Listowel and chapter on 


post offices, 

Auexayner Fercvsoy MacLarex, M. P. for North Perth, was 
born in Perth, County of Lanark, on February grd, 1854. He is 
the son of John MacLaren, his mother being Ellen Buchanan 
Ferguson, whose brother Alexander, of Hibbert, was for many 
years a prominent public officer of that township. In 1855 the 
family came to Mitchell, residing there for two years, when they 
removed to Cromarty, then a rapidly growing Scotch settlement. 
Here young MacLaren was sent to school for a short period, the 
only education he ever received. His parents were, like many 
other pioneers, not over-burdened with a stock of this world’s 
goods, leaving home and kindred because they were poor. 

‘When still a boy, and before he reached his twelfth year, stern 
necessity compelled him to go out amongst the farmers and earn 
living for himself. This condition, while it may have in some 
respects been unfortunate, was an excellent training for such a 
character as his, It taught him self-reliance, and the importance 
of hard and ceaseless labour, if he was ever to accomplish any- 
thing. If he were asked now the causes which have contributed 
to raise him to the distinguished position he has attained, his 
reply would be—honest effort and hard work. That is the 
‘old, old story of all great men. 

At seventeen he relinquished farm life, and engaged with Mr. 
George Hamilton, a pioneer dairyman in Hibbert, to learn cheese 
making. He remained there only for a short time, however. 
Meantime Hon, Thomas Ballantyne had gradually worked his 
way to the front, not only as a manufacturer of cheese, but as one 
of the largest exporters in Western Canada, In 1877 Mr. M 
Laren accepted a position with Mr, Ballantyne as a buyer, con 
tinuing in his employ for seven years, He was then offered and 
accepted a similar position with an Ingersoll Co., remaining there 
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till 1890, when he established an export trade of his own. During 
1892 he introduced a new product now known over the entire 
World as “‘MacLaren’s Imperial Cheese.” For disposing of this 
product offices have been established in Toronto, New York, 
London (England), Chicago, Detroit, Mexico, China, Japan, and 
Africa, 

His success as a cheese-maker and judge of dairy products 
brings his skill into active demand at all great central exhibitions 
‘on the American continent. Although a young man, he was 

judge in the cheese department at the World's 
Fair, Chicago, where Canada carried off so many honours. At 
the Pan-American, in Buffalo, in 1901, he was sole judge, and 
in his own country he fills that important position at all our great 


chosen as sole 








exhibitions, It is most honourable to his conduct in this capacity 
that, notwithstanding the high standard of equality of the goods 
fon exhibit, his awards have been received with a universal feeling 
of confidence. 

Previous to 1895 Mr. MacLaren, though quite decided in his 
opinions, had taken no active part in any political contest. During 
that year he was nominated by the Conservative party, and elected 
to Parliament for the North Riding of Perth, a Reformer having 
been previouly returned. In 1900 he was again elected by an 
increased majority 

Mr, MacLaren is a busy man, and, besides attending to his 
parliamentary duties, is a director in the Continental Life In- 
surance Co., a director in the Equity Fire Insurance Ci 
a director in the National Cement Co., capital $1,000,000. 
president of The A. F, MacLaren Imperial Cheese Co., limited ; 
president Imperial Wood Fibre Plaster Co., of Toronto; president 
Imperial Veneer Co., Toronto and Sudbury; director of Slate and 














Cement Co., Atlanta, Georgia, U. S., capital $2,000,000} director 
Industrial Fair Board, Toronto, and chairman of Dairy Com 
mittee; he was also president of the Western Dairymen’s Associa 
tion in 1896 and 1897. 

On April 29th, 1885, he married Miss Janet McLeod, and has 
one son, Kenneth Ferguson. Mr. MacLaren is still youthful and 
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robust, and has apparently many years of useful work before 
him, which, if we accept his past record, will be honourably 
employed in extending Canadian influence and enhancing the 
value of her products, exemplifying in his own life that great suc~ 
cess can only be attained by unremitting toil and unswerving 
integrity of purpose. 

Vatentive Stock, M.P.P., was born June 30th, 1852, in East 
Zorra, County of Oxford, of German parents. His father and 
mother came to Canada in the early ‘forties, and worked with 
farmers in North Easthope until 1850, when they married, settling 
fon lot 31, concession 16, East Zorra, At the age of six years 
Mr. Stock was sent to school, not knowing a word of English. 
A few years subsequently he was retained at home to assist his, 
father on the farm. At 17 he swung the cradle in harvest, having 
along with one of his sisters for several years previous bound all 
their crops, When 16 years of age he began teaching in the 
Sabbath school, in a little log church erected on his father's farm, 
jn which laudable vocation on Sabbath days he still continues. In 
those old times he did his share of severe manual toil in clearing 
land, chopping cord wood, and ditching and underdraining with 
basswood and pine slabs in the swamps, as his humble position 
required that he should do. At 22, from certain injuries he had 
received, he returned to school to qualify himself as a teacher. 
In this he was successful, and taught nearly seven years in 
section No. 13, East Zorra, and one year in Tavistock. | In 1884 
he entered into business in Tavistock without experience or know~ 
ledge, and although having to come into competition with other 
established firms, through energy and upright conduct found his 
way into public confidence. In 1901, with another young man of 
Tavistock, he organized the Tavistock Flax Co., thus affording 
profitable labour to many citizens of the village. 

In 1889 he was chosen clerk of South Easthope, which office he 
still retains. Hitherto he had not devoted much interest to 
politics, but in 1891 was solicited to address meetings in North 
Perth. This led to his nomination in South Perth in 1899 as can= 
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didate in the Reform interest against Mr. Nelson Monteith, On 
this occasion he was defeated. In 1902 he was again chosen as 
the Reform candidate, with Mr. Monteith as his opponent, and in 
this contest was elected. Mr. Stock is truly what we call a self= 
made man, having by his own unaided efforts raised himself from 
obscurity to a position of dignity and honour. He is a good 
Public speaker, a true patriotic Canadian, and a worthy citizen, 
He says, ‘I am a farmer's son, raised on a farm, spent my young 
days there, and their welfare is mine also.” Mr. Stock is still a 
young man, and has many days of usefulness before him. 











Dinway Kixsey Een, M.P., was born in the township of Wool- 
wich, County of Waterloo, July, 1837. He is eldest son of the 
late Isaac Erb. His great-grandfather, Daniel Erb, emigrated 
from Pennsylvania in 1807, and located in Waterloo County, 
Ontario, near what is now the village of Bridgeport. The family 
is of Swiss descent. He was educated at the Bridgeport public 
school and at S. 8, No. 3, Wilmot, and at the age of 18 he by 
life as a teacher, which profession he followed for eight years, 
during the last five of which he was principal of the New Dundee 
public school. In 1885 he moved into the township of Downie, in 
the County of Perth, where he started farming. In 1887 he was 
lected school trustee and secretary-treasurer in his section, which 
Positions he has held continuously up to the present. He was 
elected township councillor in 1892 and again in 1893. The 
following three years he was deputy-reeve. In 1892, when the 
Sebringville Flax Co. was organized, he was elected its first 
president, which office he filled four years, About this time he 
was made a justice of the peace. In February, 1893, he was 
chosen by the Liberals of South Perth to be their candidate at the 
next Dominion general election, He was elected to represent 
South Perth in the House of Commons in June, 1896, defeating 
Mr. William Pridham, of Fullarton, and re-elected at the general 
election in November, 1900, again defeating Mr. Pridham. In 
1881 he married Phoebe, the youngest daughter of the late John 
S. Huber, of Blenheim township, County of Oxford. Mr. Erb is 
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strictly temperate in his habits, and a good public speaker, being 
possessed of many of those faculties requisite to a successful 
public man, In Farmers’ Institute work he has taken an active 
part, and both by precept and example has done much to 
encourage tree planting on the farm. Mr. Erb is still a young 
rman, and has many years of usefulness before him, 

Jons C. Monterri is descended from good pioneer stock, being 
fa son of the late Andrew Monteith, for many years one of the 
most prominent men of this county, and was born in Stratford 
in 1853. In Stratford schools he received a fair education, and 
his close connection with public men and public affairs in his 
youth gave him a distinctive aptitude for business. At an early 
period he assisted his father, being for a number of years deputy: 
treasurer of this county. In his public career he served the City 
of Stratford for many years—first as a councillor—and during. 
1893 and 1894 as mayor. In the days when Stratford was a 
country town he acted as reeve and deputy-reeve, serving in the 
county council for several years, Mr. Monteith's record during 
this period in his discharge of the fanctions devolving upon him 
evinced caution and economy; at the same time he was ready to 
promote and support any measure to benefit his constituents, 
During his period of service he was chairman of several important 
committees, and has discharged the important duties of secretary. 
to the collegiate institute board for 18 years. His conduct in 


these responsible positions attracted the attention of the people, 


land he was nominated by the Conservative party of North Perth 
to contest the Riding at the election in May, 1902, In this con 
test he was elected, defeating Mr. John Brown, protest was 
entered, and the courts declared the seat vacant on a technical 
point regarding the vote of an elector. Subsequently Mr. Mon- 
teith and Mr. Brown were again placed in the election to be held 
fon January 7th, 1903. 

Mr. Monteith, true to his family traditions, has been a life-long’ 
Conservative; he is Episcopalian in religion, and considered by all 
fan honest and energetic business man. 
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Joun Connie was born in Appleby, Westmoreland, England, in 
1832. Although he cannot be considered a pioneer of this county, 
yet, during a period of nearly 50 years, he has been so active in 
promoting industrial progress that few names are more closely 
connected with its material development. Mr. Corrie is an ideal 
specimen of a kind-hearted Englishman, and in every sense is a 
made man, Emigrating to America at the early age of 22 
years, he settled near Toronto, Here he engaged in bridge build- 
ing on the G. T. railway, then in course of construction. Subse~ 
quent to this he was employed as traék inspector on that road for 
ten years. During his inspectorate he located in Stratford, where 








he has resided ever since. Mr. Corrie has been a busy man during 
his life. He served for several years in the town council, and was 
‘one of the first license commissioners appointed under the Crooks’ 
Act. He was inspector of county roads for many years, until the 
office was relegated to the count 


representatives, He was an 
active promoter of the S as Co. and the Electric Light 
and Waterworks Co., of which he was president. He is 

of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co., and has important 
interests in several of those large manufacturing establishments, 
to which Stratford owes so much of her prosperity. 





ratford 





director 











Guonce Leversace, of Fullarton, a pioneer of that townshi 
and for many years a prominent man in this county, was born in 
England, in 1830, At an early age he came to Fullarton, settling 
near where is now the village of Carlingford, and entered on the 
laborious work of clearing a farm. He was a person of great public 
spirit, and while still a young man began his public career in 
being elected to the first council of Fullarten, in 1850, In 1866 
hhe sat as deputy-reeve, and became clerk in 1873. In 1879 he 
succeeded Mr. William Davidson as reeve, till he was appointed 
county treasurer in 1896. He was a Conservative in polities, and 
opposed Hon. Thos. Ballantyne on two occasions, being deteated 
in both contests. Mr. Leversage was a consistent advocate of 
temperance during his whole life. As a Methodist he was long a 
prominent man, and few men of any denomination were more 
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loyal"in their conduct to the faith they supported. He was a 
conscientious and honest man, kind and affable to all, and by his 
death in 1990 this county lost faithful old servant, society an 
and his church a welletried and devoted member. 
Warrer Murray was born in the parish of Kilpatrick, Dum- 
friesshire, Scotland, in 1823. He was a son of John Murray, and 
came to Canada in 1841, settling on lot 16, concession 6, Downie. 
He was the first pioneer in this section, and followed the Avon into 
the woods, far remote from-any other settler. I need not detail 
the hardships endured for several years subsequent to this, and 
which were inseparable from backwoods life. Suffice it to say 
that Mr. Murray bas met with abundant success, and, like many 
fan old pioneer, has reason to rejoice that he came to Canada in 
search of a home, In 1833 be married Elizabeth Ballantyne, to 
whom were born eleven children, several having settled around 
the old place. Mr. Murray is a Presbyterian in religion, a 
Reformer in polities, and in principle an honest man. 


Jouy Warpaos Scorr was born in Darlington, Durham 
County, in 1837. His father was a native of Edinburgh, 
land, and on coming to Montreal engaged in the fur trade, 
ultimately settling in Darlington, where he closed a useful life 
in 1857 

Mr. Scott received good education in the public schools and 
subsequently at Vietoria college, when he entered on agricultural 
pursuits in Darlington, continuing on the farm until 1862. Mean- 
time a new country had been opened up in this county, and 
Listowel was fast growing to be a place of importance. During 
this year he came to Listowel, and entered into partnership with 
Mr. Halstead as a general trader, also conducting a grist and saw 
mill, ‘This continued only for a few years, however, when a dis 
solution took place, Mr, Scoot remaining in the merchandising 
vocation with success until 1873, At this period he retired from 
that business and established a private bank in Listowel, which 
he has conducted ever since. 
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Mr, Scott has managed his affairs with judgment and tact, 
resulting in success. He has also been active in discharging 
those duties our local system of self government demands from 
public spirited citizens. He has been elected for many years to 





the council board, and occupied the mayor's chair for some time 
with acceptance to the people of Listowel and credit to himself. 
In those improvements which have done so much to build up the 
town he has been an active promoter. He was an effective 
advocate of the Stratford & Huron R.R., and was one of its 
directors. He is also a director of the British Mortgage Loan 
Co., of Stratford. He was the principal promoter of the piano 
factory, of which he is president, and has contributed of his time 
and means in support of other institutions which have made his 
adopted town next to Stratford as a manufacturing centre. In 
religion he is a Methodist, and, as will be noted elsewhere, was 
‘one of the original organizers of that denomination in Listowel. 
In politics he is a Reformer. Mr. Scott is a typical man of 
business, well informed, and of good intelligence; a useful man, 
and has well earned his high position in the community as a 
reward for his integrity and enterprise, 








Hox, Tuomas Battaxrywe was born at Peebles, Scotland, 
August 29th, 1829. His ancestors were originally shepherds, a 
vocation in 








cotland singularly conducive to a strong type of 

alwart physical form, His father having resigned 
his position as a keeper of sheep, retired to Peebles, where he 
engaged in trade. This enabled him to secure an education for 
his family, unobtainable in those remote valleys where Scottish 
shepherds had their homes. Mr. Ballantyne, therefore, having 
his mind to some extent cultured by acquiring a knowledge of 
reading, writing and arithmetic, and the foundation of his. 
character laid by a proper understanding of the doctrinal points 
laid down in the shorter catechism, with a fine stalwart person 
and a good constitution, was ready for life's great battle, He, 
therefore, emigrated to Canada in 1852, settling in Downie, Here 
he taught school for eight years, when he laid down the ferule 


character and 























and became a farmer. So far, beyond a display of dexterity in 
hhis vocation, and a gradual increasing interest in public affairs, 
his life or conduct indicated no adaptability for the great work he 
was afterwards called upon to perform. Like other prominent 
men in this county, he began his career of usefulness in the ranks 
of those who were then struggling for success against many 
fobstacles and great disadvantages. In his early days he was 
‘without fame, without wealth, without influence, and without aid. 
He had, however (as all men have who ever accomplish much in 
this world), the elements of greatness within himself. I believe 
heaven gives every man his work to do, and supplies him with 
faculties to accomplish it, He must exercise them that his. man- 
hood may be developed, and his power of execution as he 
advances will be increased, enabling him to discharge those 
greater functions and responsibilities he is called on to perform. 
Tn Mr. Ballantyne’s life this principle is illustrated in a marked 
degree. 

Tn 1855) oF exactly three years subsequent to his arrival in this 
country, he began his public career by being appointed auditor of 
township accounts in Downie, In 1836 he succeeded Mr. James 
Redford as clerk, retaining that position (from some unexplained 
cause) for two years only. In 1859 he was again auditor, con- 
tinuing in that office till 1865, when he was chosen clerk. This 
he retained for two years, In 1867 he was elected reve, this 
being the first time that reeves and deputy-reeves were elected by 
direct vote of the people, He was now fast attaining prominence, 
fand putting on his harness for that great work of his life in which 
he did so much to distinguish himself, and which we shall notice 
later on. He continued in the reeveship during four years, at @ 
time when several important questions were settled by the county 
council, [refer my readers to another chapter for an account of 
his work in connection with a settlement of the municipal loan 
fund indebtedness, and his action towards constructing the Strat~ 
ford and Wiarton railway, both of which have been of great 
advantage to this county, In regard to his policy in supporting a 
onus to this road, he met with a storm of opposition, being 








skercwEs 559 


the only representative from a southern municipality who sup- 
ported it when it was adopted by one of a majority. Had he 
opposed this by-law it would undoubtedly have been defeated, 
and a great wrong perpetrated on a section of our county at that 
time not able to help itself, On his return for re-election he was 
defeated. In Blanshard, Fullarton, and Hibbert he was looked 
‘upon as one whose interest was wholly centred in Stratford. He 
bent beneath the storm for a time. He defended his conduct on a 
principle positively true. Public feeling, in its blind fury, would 
receive no explanations. Now that 30 years have passed since 
those events transpired, I am constrained to say that we in the 
south have cause to blush at our stupidity. No measure ever 
passed by this county has been productive of greater good to our 
ratepayers than this much repudiated by-law. To Mr. D. D. 
Hay and Hon. Thomas Ballantyne Perth County is now under 
obligations for its success. 

In 1871 he entered on the broader sphere of provincial polities, 
contesting North Perth against Mr. Andrew Monteith, but was 
defeated. In 1872 he was unanimously chosen by the South 
Perth Reform Association as their candidate for the House of 
Commons, but for private reasons could not accept. In 1875 
he was chosen for the Legislative Assembly, and in this cone 
test defeated Mr, George Leversage, of Fullarton, In 1879 he 
was again elected, defeating Mr. Jacob Brunner, then reeve of 
Downie, He held the seat continuously till 1894, meantime 
having defeated Mr. W. R. Davis on two occasions, and Mr. 
George Leversage a second time. In this latter year he was in 
turn defeated by Mr. McNeil, of Fullarton, since which he has 
not been a candidate. During his last four years in Parliament 
hhe was honoured by being chosen Speaker of the House, a 
position which, from his long parliamentary experience, he was 
admirably qualified to fil 

So far this is a record to which few men ever attain in any 
country. Popular as a man he certainly was, but this was not 
his proper work, and on his success as a politician hi 











fame will 





not rest. As a matter of fact he was not a politician at all. He 
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jply a member of parliament. He has not a single quality 
essential to a successful politician. Mr. Ballantyne is a man of 
strong convictions, sincere in his conduct and professions, truth- 
ful and honest; nay, stern in advocating those principles he 
believes to be correct. He could not prevaricate successfully if 
he tried, He has not a particle of humbug in his nature. When 
‘a few complications, therefore, arose in his election, which to 
‘our professional politician would only have added zest to the con- 
test, his honesty and contempt of those tactics adopted by his 
‘opponents wrought his defeat. 

In an age when great events are being agitated before the 
people his qualities would be invaluable. With such a man as 
William Lyon Mackenzie—stern, lion-hearted, and sincere, stand- 
ing like a giant in the way, fighting for the rights of the people— 
Mr. Ballantyne would have been a power. In the rottenness of 
our present Canadian polities he could have no act or part. To 
be a successful politician now a man must be equivocal in his pro- 
fessions, cat-like in his conduct, and supremely foxy in all his 
relations with those he is pleased to term his dearly-beloved sup- 


porters. Political favour is not now bestowed as a matter of fit~ 
ness in its recipient for an appointment, but is given through fear, 


or for services rendered in party interest, irrespective of public 
good. With these qualities as being requisite to political success, 
it is a matter of surprise that Mr. Ballantyne remained in parlia- 
ment as long as he did. None of these qualities did he possess, 
and his sincerity, his open avowal of principle, his devotion to 
truth and detestation of sham, effected his political fal. 

As we have already intimated, his future fame will not rest on 
his political attainments, but on that great interest it has been the 
end and aim of his life to uphold and build up. His efforts in 
behalf of co-operative dairying have done more to enrich individual 
Canadian farmers in Ontario than any or all governments have 
done since Canada became a United Dominion. It has been said 
that he was a man of one idea, and could not see beyond a cheese- 
box. On this string he harped, in season and out of season, any: 
where and everywhere, in all circumstances, and under all con- 
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ditions ; improving our cheese product was his theme. For this 
every farmer engaged in dairying ought to be thankful. It was a 
blessing for Canada that he was possessed of this idea, for pre- 
vious to his time Canada had none. Every man who has accom- 
plished anything great and good has been a man of one over~ 
powering idea. His mind can have room only for one thought, 
which is constantly pressing itself on his attitude like something. 
waiting to be borne into a material thing. This must be so evident 
to all intellgent readers that I need not illustrate it by individual 
examples. 

In co-operative dairying he fought his battle alone for a number 
of years, investigating, examining, teaching, and exhorting, 
determined to succeed in spite of apathy and carelessness in 
his co-workers. Never wearying, confident of ultimate success, 
he worked on, Light did not dawn on his efforts tll the 
Centennial Exhibition was held at Philadelphia in 1877, when he 
brought back to Perth County the gold medal for the best cheese 
made on the American continent. He was now recognized in 
Canada, and largely in the U. S., as being not only an authority 
on dairying, but the great promoter of an industry which now 
brings to the Canadian farmer each year a sum amounting to 
$13,000,000. Let it not be forgotten, therefore, by those who 
attempt to belittle his work, that no such distinction had ever 
been reeeived in Canada before. During the next twelve years 
he had made still greater efforts in regard to improvement, and at 
Chicago World's Fair he had the satisfaction of seeing the fruition 
of his labours in Canada being crowned with honour, this county 
again holding a conspicuous position 

‘During 1867 he led the way in Perth County by erecting Black 
Creek cheese factory, and by his example stimulated others to 
follow in his steps. He attended the first dairy convention, at 
Ingersoll, in 1867, and was elected a director. He was chosen 
president ini 1872, 1873, 1879, 1882, 1883, 1885, 1886, 1887, and 
1891, after which he retired. As a mark of respect, and in recog- 
nition of his valuable services, he was appointed first honorary 
president, which office he still retains. 
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All this had not been accomplished without difficulty. Mr, 
Ballantyne says, ‘About 1870 we had given everything up for 
lost. We had expended more money than we could afford to 
expend from our private funds in our effarts to produce a high 
class of goods. In our dilemma we appealed to Hon. Joha 
Carling, then Minister of Agriculture in Toronto. He promptly 
responded by granting $800 per annum to assist in prosecuting 
our enterprise. This gave us new hope, and stimulated us to 
greater exertion.” Mr. Ballantyne suggested the principle of 
employing instructors, which has done so much to improve the 
quality of our product. Professor Arnold was engaged, but 
unfortunately for some unexplained cause did not succeed. The 
Association were unwilling to retain his services, Mr. Ballantyne 
had full confidence, however, in his work, and retained him at his 
own expense for another year. Results have surely justified his 
experiments, and the number of instructors now employed and the 
quality of goods made all bear testimony to his zeal and judgment 
in support of co-operative dairying. 

Again I may be permitted to say that it is extremely doubtful 
whether dairying without Mr. Ballantyne’s continuous exertions in 
its behalf would not have collapsed in Ontario as it did in some 
sections even of our own county. One thing may positively be 
affirmed, that it would not have reached its high standard of 
excellence in so short a period of time without his aid, if it ever 
attained it at all. But the influence of his life-work extends beyond 
co-operative dairying, in so far that it taught the farmers of this 
country the great advantages arising from united action, Indi 
vidual effort on their part could never have produced such extra- 
ordinary results as has arisen from our factory system. It has 
created a confidence in one another never before existing, and 
taught them this never-to-be-forgotten lesson, that by mutual aid 
and concerted action they can exalt their calling to yet higher 
points of usefulness. But this is not all. It is conceded that 
dairying has been most successful of all Canadian industries. OF 
eight or nine hundred cheese factories in Canada all, or nearly all, 
are controlled and managed by farmers themselves, thus giving 
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to the world a display of commercial ability second to none, The 
tendency of all this is to develop the latent faculties in our 
agricultural population, and their expansion must result in untold 
benefits to this country. 

Having thus far reviewed the efforts of this man, before closing: 
‘our imperfect sketch it might be well to look at him and those 
motives by which he was actuated in prosecuting this great work, 
‘To men of sordid minds it appears inexplicable that any one should. 
devote either his time or his talent for the public good without 
hope of pecuniary reward. All such characters in themselves are 
of little use in the world except to carry clay that men of better 
minds may make brick. To measure the labour of great men by 
so mercenary a rule is to subordinate their high aspirations to 
4 standard of material things. Human greatness is human 
spirituality, and no great man ever reduced the sum of his efforts 
to a few pennies, Howard had no hope of financial reward. 
Booth had no hopes of reward. A man who plunges into a raging 
flood to save his drowning fellow-man has no hope of reward. 
He only sees his duty, and if heaven has given him the power to 
save others, in heaven's name let him exercise it. I believe no 
great men ever for one moment think of reward as they move 
onward to the higher functions, waving their light aloft that 
those afar off may see its brightness and follow onward. I believe 
in the beginning great men are endowed with certain faculties, so 
overpowering as to impregnate their every thought, and so be- 





come erystalized into action, and will continue to evolve great 
things without consideration or hope of reward. On no other 
principle can I account for the work accomplished by this pion 

[As an exporter his profits might have been equally large without 
his making any efforts on behalf of dairying. All his experiments 
in its interest, his payment of Prof. Amold from his private purse, 
all his investigations into new systems and theories, were made 
without hope of reward, In view, therefore, of these things it 
must be conceded that his only motive was a noble ambition to be 
instrumental in improving an important branch of farm husbandry 
fas a benefit to his country 
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AS a man he was exemplary in his conduct, kind to his friends 
and family, although somewhat restless and enterprising amongst 
those who were his opponents. He was prompt in business, 
having good administrative faculties. He was ever ready to assist, 
and draw from obscurity young men of ability, and more than one 
Canadian who now sits in high places owes his advancement to 
Thomas Ballantyne. During his busy life he has filled many 
positions of trust, and is now president of the British Mortgage 
Loan Co. and vice-president of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co. In politics he is a Reformer, in religion a Presbyterian ; 
he is an excellent public speaker, a gentleman in appearance, and 
a fine specimen of a public man, 

In 1856 he married Miss Mary Ballantyne, daughter of Robert 
Ballantyne, then reeve of Downie. This lady was his cousin, To 
them were born seven sons and one daughter, all of whom are 
living, the eldest being Professor Ballantyne, of Knox College, 
Toronto. It is with pride he says ‘No son of mine has sought a 
home under the Stars and Stripes; Canada is good enough for 
them; here, I trust, they will remain and contribute towards 
building up that empire of which we form so conspicuous a part.” 

On December 31st, 1902, Mrs. Ballantyne was taken from him, 
and to her memory he is now carrying out the noblest work of 
his life, While this history is being published a beautiful build- 


ing is being erected at great cost by him for a nurses’ home, and 
bequeathed to Stratford hospital as a lasting memorial to her who 
was his faithful companion for so many long years. 

Verily, verily, I say, Hon. Thomas Ballantyne’s name is one 
which may be added to the illustrious sons of “Auld Scotia.” 


As I must close these sketches, so I shall finish the work I had 
designed to do, Even now I only stand at the beginning of this 
old story of pioneer life. What I have written, I have written. 
One mightier than T has expressed himself, ‘As standing on the 
shore gathering pebbles, while the great ocean of truth lay before 
him undiscovered,” so I have gathered only a few fragments from 
those days which are now past and gone. I trust some one with 








greater powers than I can boast may continue a work whose 
stores of incident to me seem inexhaustible. As I opened this 
history with remarks on pioneer life, let us return to the old 
shanty once more. There it still stands, a relic of the past. Into 
its forsaken chamber, now sacred to dear memories, let our old 
pioneer enter. He is now wrinkled and grey, but let him stand in 
that spot where his chair stood for so many years, dream dreams, 
and see visions of early days. There is that in our nature which 
inclines us to linger where events have transpired that have left 
their footprints on the chart of our remembrance. In declining 
years memory feeds itself on scenes of other days. To live again 
‘our former lives is to exist in the subdued light of the past. It is 

ce waiting in the ineffectual rays of a setting sun and dreaming 
of his noontide glor 

What wonder, then, if the thoughts of those lyart veterans 
return to the old ruined walls that sheltered them in youth, and 
see in their sagging wreck those marks of decay now inseparable 
from their own frail and time-worn frames, 

Farewell, then, I say to you old pioneers. With you and 
amongst you I spent my youthful days, While T remain here 
amidst the foot-hills of life I try to gather up broken remem- 
brances of a time which is gone. These I have written in a scroll 
wherein I have also inscribed your names, therein to remain as 
long as this book shall last 
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PREFACE 


It is now seventy years since the story of pioneer life was 
begun in Perth County by Sebastian Fryfogle in South Easthope. 
During that period such marvellous changes have taken place as 
the most sanguine backwoodsman could have had no conception 
of. To follow the foot-prints of progress during that three score 
and ten years, distinguishing those events which have culminated 
in our present conditions, is surely a theme worthy our highest 


aspirations. In my efforts at gathering up and describing scenes 


and circumstances, which lie along our ever-changing prospect, I 
feel impressed with a sense of unworthiness to discharge my 
self-imposed duty. The responsibility of dealing with events and 
characters of men who have laid as on a sure foundation the 
destiny of this county has overwhelmed me with fear that I 
might fail in deing justice to all. 

A mass of material had to be sought out, scrutinized, and such 
evidences (as to historical value) selected and arranged as far as 
possible in chronological order, so as to give effect to the whole, 
which seemed an almost impossible task. I may be permitted to 
say, however, that whatever my shortcomings may be, and they 
are many ; whatever my inability as a writer may be, and it i 
great; no one, I trust, will ever charge me with insincerity or 
unfaithfulness in prosecuting this important work. In that great 
realm of history, where men’s motives must be judged largely by 
their actions, it is a solemn responsibility resting on the single 
mind of the historian that no unjust reflections be made on those 
whose lips are forever closed in everlasting silence. 

In preparing and compiling this work every precaution has been 
taken to secure accuracy in its details, as being essential to con- 
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fidence in its reliability. Without this quality it could not be 
valuable. Wherever dates are given they have been taken from 
records. Where oral information only has been obtainable regard- 
ing events, statements are made in general terms without convey- 
ing the idea of positive certainty. 

I desire to express my sincere thanks to those persons who 
have kindly assisted me in obtaining information. To Mr. Steele, 
of the Canada Co., London, England; officers of the Crown Lands 
and Canada Co., Toronto; Mr. Lane, county clerk of Huron; Mr. 
Robson, county clerk of Middlesex; and municipal officers, clergy, 
and others of our own county, I am under deep obligations. 1 
may be permitted here specially to thank Mr. John Idington, 
county attorney, of Stratford, for his excellent contribution in his 
chapter on the county judiciary. 1 desire, also, specially to thank 
Mr. R. R. Lang, city clerk, Stratford, for a chapter on the militia 
and volunteer corps of this county. 

In conclusion, I may say that every exertion has been made to 


establish truth regarding all of whom I have had occasion to 
write. I have given honour where honour is due, and in my 
humble way rescued from oblivion the names of many who did a 
great work in this county. That I will please all I have no hope, 
and if censure should fall on my efforts I shall be still proudly 
conscious that where I fail I will fail as a martyr. 


WILLIAM JOHNSTON. 
St. Marys, December gist, 1902. 

















is} 








tha 
pio 
sile 
wh 
sm 
his 
tha 
you 
for 
mo 
her 
witl 
sce 
but 
fore 
oth 
atio 
ing, 
ben 
stor 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


COUNTY OF PERTH 


CHAPTER 1. 
GENERAL REMARKS ON PIONEER LIFE 


I propose to write a history of the County of Perth, in order 
that those whom futurity will bring may know the story of 
pioneer life in this portion of Canada. The passing years glide 
silently onwards, now laden with memories of those old settlers 
who transformed the dreary wilderness of the Huron Tract into 
smiling fields and happy homes. The love of an aged pioneer for 
his old farm was a sacred feeling, and in his bosom ranked next to 
that of his family, or even to life itself. Here he came in his 
youth, with high aspirations and a determination to make a home 
for himself, in spite of adverse circumstances and almost insur- 
mountable difficulties. Here his children grew up around him, 
here he fought life’s battle, endured the struggle with penury, often 
with the stern spectre of want at his door, and here also was the 
scene of his ultimate triumph. The names of many are now lost, 
but their work remains. The fertile acres they hewed from the 
forest have, we regret to say, in too many instances passed into 
other hands. The old homestead, with all its hallowed associ 
ations, is now held by the stranger. There are still a few remain- 
ing, however, of this old band, now worn and grey, bending low 
beneath the weight of years, and from these must be gathered the 
story of the early settlement of this County. 
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It should be the work of the historian, therefore, among these 
old veterans to search out from old memories, threads of past ci 
cumstances and events, weaving them into a web which will show 
the trials, the hardships, and the patient enduring toil of the 
humble backwoods-man. To these brave adventurers this County 
of Perth owes her beautiful farms, her wealth, and her advanced 
place in the great march of civilization. The old pioneers were as 
a class fearless and intrepid men. To a moderate degree of com- 9 
fort in the Old Land, with, in many cases, an immoderate degree 
of servility, they preferred a voluntary exile in the Huron Tract, 
far away from friends, and remote from neighbors—which gave 
them independence. Their huts or dwelling places were of the 
rudest description. Roads there were none—nothing to point the 
way except a blaze on the tall trees, leading on and on, further 
away from the outside world, deeper and deeper into what seemed 
to be an illimitable wilderness. _ In these primitive cabins there 
was little comfort. Yet, in spite of their scanty fare, in spite ot 
cheerless surroundings, there was much happiness. It is a dis- 


tinguishing mark of the goodness of God that happiness may be 
found anywhere. 


‘The heart’s aye the part, aye, 
‘That makes us right or wrong. 


In these log cabins, rude though they were, there was joy. Be- 
neath the trough covered roof there were loving hearts, and where- 
ever there is love, there, too, ishappiness. When the old minister, 
a gray-haired wanderer of the woods, came at long intervals to 
break the bread of life to his far-scattered flock, there was joy. 
When the day’s toil was over, and a great fire roared up the clat 
and clay chimney, a heap of wood lying on the dog irons in front 
of a blazing back log, the winter storms might spend their fury 
on the groaning forest ; there was joy in the rude shanty. When 
the walls of the log barn had been raised, and the kind neighbors 
had retired to the hut, when the dance soon grew fast and furious, 
there was joy. 

To say that the old pioneers were, as a class, people of learning 
or refinement, as we understand these things to-day, would convey 
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an erroneous impression. To say that a few of them were, would 
undoubtedly be true. Some Had seen better days, and hoped to 
do so again. A large number of them were men of decided char- 
acter, of strong natural proclivities, with great energy and deter 
mination. At long intervals, an old settler with some book 
learning might be found. Many could not read ; many more could 
not write. By far the largest number, however, had what was 
practically more useful than book learning. They had the educa- 
tion obtained from coming in contact with their fellows. A con- 
stant appeal also to their decision and judgment rendered more 
incisive their shrewdness and penetration. In backwoods life new 
difficulties were constantly springing up, which had to be met ur 
aided by the pioneer. These necessities arising from his vocation 
kept constantly in action the inventive qualities of his mind. They 
were all poor, and nearly all accepted those hardships and incon- 
veniences inseparable from pioneer life, with the fullest confidence 
that a fertile soil and the bright sunshine of Canada would yield an 
ample reward for their toil. It could only be for a few years, at 
most, that the struggle would continue. Hope was ever present 
with them, pointing away to that time when success would bring 
competence as a reward for their self-denial and perseverance. 

By far the greatest number of those who entered the woods 
were young men. Age, with its ‘wise saws and modern instan- 
ces,” was of little use in the bush. Indeed, pioneer life furnished 
the clearest evidence of Darwin’s theory of the ‘survival of the 
fittest.” The great essential to a backwoods-man, above all others, 
was muscle. Without this life would be a failure. Constant labor 
soon undermined those constitutions whose ground work was not 
as strong as steel. Wealth, as a rule, he had none, whereby he 
might have to some extent relieved himself from his daily task. 
His sole implements of fortune were a fertile soil, an axe, and 
industry. The County of Perth supplied him with the first, the 
second he could obtain for a dollar, and the third was the gift of 
heaven. Thus equipped the hero of the woods entered the lists 
with fortune, but with almost every assurance that ultimately he 
would be triumphant. 
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Pioneer life in Canada may now be said to bea thing of the past. 
It is true, there are immense tracts of unbroken forest yet to be 
conquered and made fit for the abode of man. Those conditions 
which obtained in the early history of this county retarding the 
operations of settlement, and causing much of the hardship pecu- 
liar to the lot of the early settler, now no longer exist. 

Canada has during the last fifty years become a great and 
wealthy country. Wherever a new settler plants his foot now— 
there trade and commerce, those hand-maids of agriculture, are at 

is heels, listening for the first sound of his axe. Indeed, he is 
often preceded by many of those conveniences peculiar to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of his calling. Railways are built, roads are 
constructed by the Government, telegraphs put in operation, mail 
routes opened up; in short, almost everything is done to keep him 
in touch with a civilization of which he is the advance guard. The 
necessaries of life for the pioneer of to-day are easily obtainable, 
and his enjoyments of its comforts will be limited only by his 
ability to purchase them. There is no isolation now, as was the 
case in the early days of this county, and the present position of a 
new settler is as if the great centres of our population were putting 
forth an arm to make new conquests from the wilderness. Every 
effort of the backwoods-man is now supported, and is the outcome 
of an energy from the throbbing heart of civilization, following 
close on his train, and urging him on. 

During the settlement of this county there were no such condi- 
tions. Upper Canada, as Ontario was called at that period, was 
not a wealthy province. Its vast resources were yet undeveloped ; 
indeed, were practically unknown, even in her most favored places. 

| There were no centres of population near to the settlements in the 
Huron Tract. That splendid section of Ontario in which this 
county has a conspicuous place had yet to be made. The wilder- 
ness had to be transformed by the pioneer. ‘There were no roads, 
no railways, no mail privileges, no means of communication with 
the outside, The settler in the early days of Perth County had 
nothing to aid him but a fertile soil, where it could be made avail- 
able. The little produce he was able in course of time to place on 
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the market could not be disposed of except at great trouble and 
























be expense. 
ns Tn the old days long strings of ox-teams from Downie, Fullarton, 
he and the East Hopes, yoked to an ox-cart or a sled, toiled on, day 
cu “fter day over most horrible roads, through dismal, dreary swamps 
on their way to Galt, and even as far as Hamilton, with a few 
nd bags of wheat, for the purpose of obtaining as much money as 
— would pay their taxes, and procure some of the ordinary neces- 
eat viries of life for their families. A whole week would be consumed 
2 is in their journey, and when the cost of the trip was deducted, there 
suc was but little left for the poor pioneer. Nearly all the first settlers 
are jn Perth County were immigrants from the Old Land, and unac- 
mail quainted with pioneer life. This intensified their difficulties toa s ill 
him greater degree. They were all, or nearly all, without money, and 






‘without experience in a new country. Of the manner of clearing 
land, they knew nothing ; everything was strange to them. In 
the woods they were like old Cyclopes, blindly groping around his 
cave, But necessity compelled them to action, and how they did 
































| of a then work the splendid aggregation of municipalities that compose 
tting this county are evidence. 
Every Te is an indication of awakening interest in pioneer life amongst 
come our people that Historical Societies are being formed in many 
swing Sections of this Province. Men and women of education and high 
literary merit delight in telling the story of these old days. Some of 
condi- these writers, with a degree of poetic fervor, have thrown an atmos- 
i, was phere of romance around backwoods life, which is most honorable 
joped 5 to their heart. They are giving prominence in Canadian literature 
slaces. to the efforts of a class, the former neglect of which is surely to be 
in the deplored. It is certainly a sacred trust imposed on this generation 
h this to treasure up their humble record, from which such great results 
wilder- have accrued to the people of our county. The importance of this 
J roads, literary work which is now being performed may not meet with 
a with such appreciation as it ought to receive, considering the sacred 










duty it endeavors to discharge. Let those who are engaged in it, 
have no fear, however; the time will assuredly come when such 
records will be held as worthy of the highest consideration among 
the treasures of the past. 









16 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH. 


Although we are not yet far removed from the days of the 
shanty, and the old log school on the corner (around whose 
rude walls tender feelings of many Canadians still linger) distance 
is even now lending enchantment to the view. The memories of 
those pioneers in the pathless woods are fast being invested with 
that nobility of character which alone is attributed to heroes. Men 
who do their duty well under favorable conditions are entitled to 
praise. Men who do their duty well under most unfavorable con- 
ditions must certainly be actuated by those motives which inspire 
the hero. If sincerity, as Carlyle avers, is 'the mainspring of heroic 
action, the old pioneers were sincere. They were sincere in the 
work they had undertaken to accomplish. They were sincere in 
the performance of all the requirements of good citizenship. 
‘They were sincere in the promotion of a continuous cumulative 
progress, which still grows and expands into these advanced 
conditions which now give beautiful homes, comfortable surround- 
ings, and those many conveniences which characterize the County 
of Perth. 

‘Those difficulties inseparable from the every day life of a back- 
woods man, his endless toil, his poverty, and his endurance we 
may compute, but that weariness of heart and soul sickness of the 
pioneer mother never shall nor can be known. Her self-denial, 
her patience, her lonely life in those eternal woods, which shut out 
the light of God's heaven from her eyes, would have destroyed 
everything earthly but the devotion of an affectionate woman. To 
labour with her husband in the logging fallow, to minister to the 
wants of a helpless family, were of themselves sufficient to render 
her lot one of extreme hardship. These were only physical trials, 
however, and bore no comparison to those longings of the mind, 
which wore out many a young life. In that lonely shanty, all alone at 
the dark hour of night, her husband far away, it may be with his 


oxen, endeavoring to procure food for their daily use, she trimmed 
the light on that old cracked saucer, sitting by the window as a 
beacon, glimmering through the dark woods to guide him home. 
It may be for weeks she has heard no human voice but her own. 
With a beating heart she keeps up her lonely vigil, listening for 
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the sound of the chains on the sled, for the forest echoes are now 
awakened by a long yelping howl, which she knows too well is 
ominous of danger. 

It is little wonder then if the affinities of the pioneer and his 
wife became strong, a most beautiful description of which we 
quote from the “Days of the Canada Company,” by the Misses 
Lizars. ‘Our foremothers were the true backbone of the 
country. How often does the searcher after any kind of history 
find himself with such an answer: ‘I could have told that if my 
wife were living, but I lost track of things when she died.’ Or, 
£0, yes, I kept a diary for many years, but when my wife died I 
gave it up.’ Or, ‘Icould tell you that and much more if T had 
my memory rightly, but I've minded little since my wife died.’ 
‘The refrain is always my wife, my wife. Many a man of fifty will 
tell" you to-day, ‘that father lost heart, but mother kept us to- 
gether.’ And those gentle mothers of two generations gone, who 
came to the west ‘when the tap of the woodpecker, in the silence 
of the summer bush, was as a hammer on the brain, and the hum 
of insect life a torment not to be borne,—do we not hear the 
piteous tales of them in their days of insupportable homesickness?” 
‘Ab, yes, those women who thirsted for air, light and space were 
driven half mad by the gloom of the forest and the difficulties of 
clearing, by the sound of the wind as it soughed or roared 
through the trees.” 

Let us therefore all join in the sentiment expressed in the beau- 
tiful lines of the Rev. Le Roy Hooker, of Detroit, when he says: 


‘And when you pray for Canada, 
Implore kind heaven, that like a leaven 
‘The hero blood which there was given, 
May quicken in her veins each day 5 

So shall she win a spotless fame, 

‘And, like the sun, her honored name 
Shall shine to latest years the same. 





CHAPTER II. 
THE CANADA COMPANY 


It is necessary, in order that we may comprehend much of our 

| early history, that we glance at that great organization, The Canada 
Company, who were first owners of the Huron Tract, and under 
whose auspices was settled the greater portion of this county. It 
is important also from this fact : that the conduct of the Company 
towards those whom they had induced to settle on their lands was 
for many years subject to severe condemnation, not only by those 
settlers who located, but also by many who affected an interest 
in their success. Nearly all of this adverse criticism arose out 
of what was called the leasehold system, a plan adopted by the 
Company in disposing of their property. This agitation was kept 
up to some extent by interested parties who did not understand 
very clearly the questions at issue, and perhaps did not care. As 
might be expected an affair of such consequence, affecting a very 
large number of electors, soon attracted the attention of politi- 
cians, and was finally brought before parliament. Mr. Robert 
McFarlane, then member for Perth County, applied for and obtained 
a committee to investigate certain causes of complaint alleged by 
the settlers. Those old pioneers who were holding their land by 
lease were rejoiced that they had found so able a champion of their 
cause, and now at least their wrongs would be righted. The hour 
and the man had come when their grievances would be redressed. 
The claims put forward by the settlers may be stated as : First, 
Patents issued by the Company were illegal, the Commissioners in 
Toronto had no authority to sign patents for land. Second, The 
mpany had not carried out those agreements laid down in their 
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Charter, in not having made certain improvements—such as open- 
ing roads, building mills, etc. Third, The leasing system was 
illegal and unjust, since it enabled the Company to resume all 
lands on expiration. of a lease and resell at enhanced prices. These 
higher prices were obtained not from improvements made by the 
Company, but were largely resultant from labour expended by 
settlers on adjoining lands. Fourth, An extra charge of 254 per 
cent. on ten year leases, and 11 on five year leases, being added 
to the original cash price if not paid till the expiration of the lease, 
was considered as simply an extortion. This extra levy was 
known as the ‘ Sharing Money.” These grievances arose out of 
the leasing system, which was quite within the Company's rights, 
and not inimical to the settler, as will be shown elsewhere. 

The Parliamentary Committee proceeded to business by ordering 
all books and papers in possession of the Company to be laid be- 
fore it for investigation. As might be expected the Company paid 
no attention. The Committee did not press its demand, and the 
affair was allowed to drop. As a matter of fact there was really 
no just ground of complaint. The motion passed in the House was 
not considered as serious, but as a political manceuvre that found a 
ready support from both parties. 

The Canada Company was organized in 1825, although its first 
inception as a financial corporation took place in 1824. John Galt, 
who was its promotor, associated with himself a number of gentle- 
men in Great Britain, Its object was to settle certain lands in 
Upper Canada, a grant of which from the British Parliament was 
to be obtained for a nominal sum. Mr. Galt was appointed first 


agent and came to Canada for the purpose of carrying out its 
projects towards a speedy settlement of their territory. With 
him was associated another person whose name is historical in the 
Huron Tract. This man was Dr. Dunlop. It may be proper to 


state here, however, that the settlement of the Huron Tract] 
formed no part of that great enterprise engaging the Company’s| 
attention. Neither did it relate in any way to those provisions 
made in the Charter recently granted to it by Great Britain, Since 
that vast country known as British America had been acquired, a 
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policy of Union of Church, a state as existing in old England had 
been persistently maintained in this country. In pursuance of 
this plan, therefore, and in order to place the Church in a greater 
degree of independence to the fast growing democratic element, 
which was strongly pervading the masses at that particular period, 
large grants of public land had been made for its support in Upper 
Canada. Those land grants were known as Clergy Reserves, and 
were located in several sections of this Province. The Canada 
Company was organized to dispose of those lands and open them 
up for settlement, In the original map of this territory, adjoining 
what was afterwards known as the Huron Tract, a large portion 
of Waterloo, Grey and Wellington Counties are marked as Clergy 
Reserve lands. 

he first Act passed by the British Parliament, regarding the 
Company, was assented to by the King on June 27, 1825. This 
Act granted the Canada Company certain lands in Upper Canada, 
known as Clergy Reserves. While it gave a charter for the sale 
and disposal of these Reserves, it set forth in Clause No. 3 that 
“His Majesty may resume the domains hereby granted and sub- 
stitute other lands therefor.” This Act further empowered the 
Company to grant deeds under certain forms which are annexed 
to the Act itself—all such conveyances to be valid inlaw. So far 
these arrangements were quite suitable to all parties. When this 
legislation became known in Upper Canada (for the whole arrange- 
ments were completed in London), as if no Government existed in 
Canada, a very different order of things obtained. The Church 
took umbrage, and gathered together her forces to oppose the 
alienation of her property. An able and indefatigable defender of 
the rights of Episcopacy came forward in Bishop Strachan. This 
man was a Scotchman by birth, and brought into opposition all 
that fervor and doggedness characteristic of his country. He 
protested against the agreements made with the Canada Company. 
Those lands which had been set apart and granted to the Church 
for her support ought to be controlled and disposed of by the 
Church. Of the granting of these lands to this body there could 
be no doubt ; and such being the case, there could be as little 
doubt that the Church should control them. 
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‘As a matter of course at that period any protestations from the 
Church in Canada could have little or no effect on the British 
Government. But she took stronger grounds. _In her extremity 
she appealed to the Mother Institution in England, who came 
promptly to her assistance. Such was her power and influence in 
the Old Land, that His Majesty availed himself of the proviso laid 
down in clause three of the Act of 1825, resumed those lands set 
forth in the original grant, substituting therefor one million acres 
afterwards known as the Huron Tract. 

On July 1g, 1828, was passed another Act of the British Parlia- 
ment, entitled an Act to amend an Act, enabling His Majesty to 
grant certain lands to the Canada Company. In accordance with 
the provisions of this Act, letters patent was granted on the 19th 
day of August, in the seventh year of His Majesty's reign, to the 
undernamed gentlemen who composed the first board of directors 
of the Company, viz;—Charles Bosanquet, Esq., William Williams, 
Esq., Robert Biddulph, Esq., Richard Blanchard, Esq., Robert 
Downie, Esq., John Easthope Esq., Edward Ellice, Esq., James 
William Freshfield, Esq., John Fullarton, Esq., John Galt, Es 
Charles David Gordon, Esq., William Hibbert, Esq., John Hodgson, 
Esq., John Hullet, Esq., Hart Logan, Esq., Simeon McGilvray, 
Esq., James McKillop, Esq., John Masterman, Esq., Martin 
Tucker Smith, Esq., and Henry Usborne, Esq. The letters patent 
granted to those gentlemen one million acres of land in Upper 
Canada, for which they had agreed to pay one shilling and three! 
pence per acre. It was further enacted by the King’s Most Excellent! 
Majesty, by and with the advice of the Lords spiritual and temporal 
and the Commons, that two persons may be appointed by the 
Company to make conveyances, all of which should be valid in 
law. His Majesty appears to have acted like a wise king in the 
matter of legislation, for he still reserves the right to alter or amend. 
During 1827 negotiations were still in progress regarding the 
acceptance by the Company of the Huron Tract. On the 29th’ 
day of November, 1827, an ordinance was passed by the directors} 
approving an acceptance of one million acres in the London and\ 
Western district, recently bought from the Indians. There is also} 

if 
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+a proviso setting forth that “when lakes, sand hills, rock, or 
swamp were prevelant, a further grant equivalent to all such 
waste or swamp land should be given by the Government out of 
other lands bought from the Indians, in order that the original 
tact. In lieu of a great swamp, 
\ known to exist near the eastern portion of this territory, it was 
decided to accept a strip of land between Wilmot and the adjoining 
‘township to the south, also a strip of land north of Wilmot, 
which portions, according to an old map, were not yet surveyed. 
\Another ordinance passed by the Company ordered that a new 
own be laid out on Lake Huron, on the River Menegtung, to be 
called Goderich, in honor of Lord Goderich. All these agreements 
ere accepted and ratified by an Act passed in the British Parli: 
ment and assented to by the King on July 15, 1828. Thus the 
Canada Company became owners of that territory known as the 
Huron Tract, or County of Huron, a portion of which was after- 
wards organized into Perth County. 
| Mr, Galt had, a year or two prior to these later events, founded 
j Guelph, from which point he and his associates directed their 
Joperations towards settling that great tract of country recently 
‘acquired, They caused surveys to be made, roads to be opened, 
and such other improvements as would facilitate this work. Be- 
ginning in the east, at the western limit of Waterloo, the Huron 
road was opened through what is now Stratford, extending in a 
straight line westward to Lake Huron, where Goderich had been 
surveyed. Along both sides of this road surveys were proceeded 
with, extending from the westerly limits of Wilmot to Lake Huron, 
The manner of making these surveys was certainly indicative of a 
strong want of confidence on the part of the Company in the early 
settlement of its large estate. So much was this the case, that 
along this highway, which passes through in its entire length one 
of the most fertile sections in this Dominion of Canada, the town- 
ships were surveyed in blocks of one concession at'a time. When 
the boundaries of a municipality had thus been defined, it was 
named after a director of the Company. By a réference, therefore, 
to the names of the first board, given on a former page of this 
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work, an explanation will be found of the names given, not only 
to several townships in Perth County, but to others of the Huron 
Tract. 

It may fairly be said that a man’s want of success in his business 
affairs will in almost all cases be attributed to every known or 
conceivable cause except the correct one. 

In his endeavor to satisfy his feelings he will never accuse him- 
self as being the cause of -his own misfortunes, The vagaries of 
luck, combinations of circumstances, perfidious friends, commercial 
exigencies, duplicity of those with whom he has business relations, 
are the spirits of evil that have crossed his path, but never himself, 
who may be the worst spirit of them all. A man who has been un. 
successful will always strike back at whatever he conceives to have 
been the cause of his failure. It is an inherent principle obtaining 
to a greater or lesser extent in us all to destroy, or attempt to 
destroy, by every available means whatever has obstructed us in 
the realization of our desires or projects of our ambitions, 

From a lively exercise of this principle arose much of that dis- 
content regarding those methods adopted by the Company for 
settling their lands. The great mass of those old pioneers of 
Perth County were courageous and industrious men. To say that 
all were of that character would be incorrect. With thousands 
that left Great Britain, Ireland, and Germany to make homes for 


themselves in this new land, many, aye, far too many, came who 
were entirely unfitted both by nature and early environment to bear 
the strain of pioneer life. These were, as a rule, unsuccessful. 
Their incapacity may have arisen from a lack of physical endur- 
ance, or from a want of that unconquerable spirit which meets 


and surmounts all difficulties, a phase of character most essential 
to pioneer life. 

Whatever may have been the cause of failure there was no 
doubt as to their subsequent conduct, regarding this new country 
and its possibilities. In communication with their friends they 
told most doleful tales. Harrowing scenes of distress and hard- 
ship endured by those who had entered the woods, recited in 
piteous language, excited in those unaquainted with the conditions 
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of a new country, deep feelings of sympathy and commiseration. 

‘Above all, those methods to which the Canada Company had re- 

course in disposing of their land afforded no opportunity but a 
ain and hopeless struggle for a bare existence. 

To those unsuccessful ones may be attributed, in a great measure, 
that want of harmony which too often existed between the settler 
and the Company. Yet, notwithstanding these adverse criticisms 
there was a constant rush into the new territory. The disappoint- 
ed croaking of a few did not deter others. The stream still 
flowed on. Like patriarchs of old, men came and spied the land 
for themselves, and, satisfied regarding its fertility, took up the 
burden of pioneer life. 

In considering any plan to facilitate settlement, that method 
which would be most suitable to the financial condition of those 
by whom it was to be effected, while it afforded a fair measure of 
security for the Company, would certainly be best. To place one 
million acres of land in the hands of thousands of men without a 
dollar being paid on it, was rather a hazardous undertaking. No 
security could be gotten from the ordinary settler ; he had none to 
give. People of substance did not then locate in new places, 
neither do they now. Strong and energetic men are more apt to 
become backwoods-men, from this fact, that pioneer life affords a 
surer and more profitable investment for the poor man’s capital, 
which is his labour alone, than any other at his disposal. 

There was one consideration with the Company which out- 
weighed all others—the principle of quick settlement. The more 
speedily land could be taken up the better for the Company, and 
better for the settler. For furthering this object offices were 
opened in Goderich, and in what is now Stratford, to accom- 
modate intending purchasers. While the best land could be 
bought for $1.50 o $2.50 per acre, very little of it was taken in 
that way. Very few of those making a selection had money with 
which to pay even the small price asked. If no other method had 
been adopted to dispose of land, we venture to assert that this 
county would not have been as progressive as its subsequent 
history proves it to have been. 
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The system adopted, therefore, as being most suitable and 
affording reasonable security to both contracting parties, was 
known as the leasing system, By many, indeed by far the 
greatest number, this method was considered wholly bad. My 
own opinion as an old lessee settler of the Company is that it was 
wholly good. For a settler to buy and pay for a farm, even at the 
low price at which it was offered, would require an expenditure 
of from one hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty dollars. 
Not one-fourth of the pioneers in Perth County could pay that 
amount. The greater number of them could pay nothing at all. 
To have sold these lands, and both contracting parties entering 
into bonds for carrying out their agreement, would have been use- 
less. A bond implies a penalty for non-fulfillment of its conditions. 
Such penalty would and could have been made operative against 
the Company, but what redress could the Company get against a 
poor occupant of a bush farm? The goods of one whose whole 
store consisted of a bedstead, a rickety table, with a few rude 
benches, all made with the axe, afforded but little security. A 
pioneer, who with his family had subsisted for weeks on potatoes 
and cow cabbage in his battle for supremacy over the forest, was 
a hopeless mark to satisfy a writ. 

Nearly all the land was, therefore, taken as leasehold. This 
enabled the Company to avail itself of the only capital a settle: 
was possessed of—his labour. It also enabled a pioneer to invest! 
his strength and his energy in a bank which paid high interest and 
was prompt in its returns. Every tree that he cut down, every 
acre that he. cleared, increased his account, thus improving his 
condition, and making the Company more secure. These leases 
were usually granted for ten years, and bound the lessee to clear 


four acres each year. This was not a very hard condition, as 
any old pioneer will admit. The lessee paid taxes and performed 
statute labour. At the end of ten years he could make application 
for his patent at the original cost price, with two and one-half per 
cent. added, If a five years’ lease had been accepted, then one 
and one-fourth per cent. was added. During the term of his lease 


a lessee paid an annual rental computed at a rate of six per cent. 
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on the cash price. Thus, one hundred acres of land valued at one 
dollar per acre would pay a yearly rental of six dollars. A farm 
leased at two dollars per acre, cash, would pay a yearly rental of 
$12. If, during such period so demised and leased, a settler was 
able to pay any portion of the purchase price of his land, such 
im was received by the Company, and interest allowed at the 
same tate they charged the settler. This arrangement was cer- 
tainly a most equitable one. If, at the expiration of ten years a 
lessee had been thrifty and industrious, he would have saved a 
sufficient sum to secure his patent. If not, his land would have 
become, because of those improvements he had made, enhanced 
in value, and be ample security for a loan or mortgage, or other- 
wise of sufficient amount to discharge all his obligations to the 
Company. Another plan was open to him which was certainly 
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more advantageous than the preceding, but which, strange to say, 
was not very frequently adopted. He could re-lease his farm 
again for another ten years at the same price as was charged for 
the land at the expiring of his former agreement. These fair and 
honorable provisions, however, did not serve to mitigate the 
indignation expressed at an increased price of two and one-half 
per cent. being demanded. At every gathering loud and deep were 
the denune 





s of the:Company, for, as was claimed, their most 
unfair conduct towards the settler in these matters. If the land 
had increased in value, its condition had been brought about by 
his labour. The Company was, therefore, enriching itself at the 
expense of his hardship and toil. This reasoning on the part of 
the settlers, while it was partly correct, was not wholly fair. 





I am not writing a defence of the Canada Company, but 
endeavouring to give a statement of the facts that came under my 
rried out its agree- 





own observation. I do not know whether 
ment with the British Government as provided in 
do know, however, that many an old settler could use, and did 
use, the Company’s money, for which they paid six per cent., 
when it could not be obtained from capitalists on good security for 
less than from twelve to fifteen per cent., and even much higher 
rates in many instances were charged. Many of these first settlers 


ca 





its charter. I 
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lost their farms by borrowing money from capitalists at such rates 
to pay for these patents, who could have saved themselves from 
ruin by re-leasing their land for a second term, They acted very 
inconsiderately, indeed, and in a way which ended in disaster to 
themselves. They never considered whether they had discharged 
their obligations honestly and fairly to the Company, or if the 
Company had discharged its obligations fairly towards them. 
‘The great point was to get clear of the Company, and so end all 
their troubles. With that idea they rushed to the speculator, and 
with a madness equalled only by their stupidity, incurred obliga 
tions which ate out their substance, ate out their hopes, ate out 
their lives, and were never discharged till they were discharged by 
the sheriff under the auctioneer’s hammer. 

‘This county was singularly fortunate in that it was almost 
entirely free from any of the pests that frequently infest new settle- 
ments. Speculators or land grabbers were an incubus that rarely 
affected the operations of the Perth pioneer. A land grabber was 
a person who bought up certain sections, making no improvements 
and residing (away) in some more favored spot than the backwoods. 
‘These lands he held locked up until the labour of those on ad- 
joining properties had made them valuable. He did nothing 
towards chopping or clearing roads, nothing in any way to improve 
the settlement, When the surrounding country had been cleared, 
and land became valuable, then he disposed of his property at 
enormous profit. The ease with which a person might possess 
himself of a farm in those old days gave rise to another class, 
known as “squatters,” who if they were not so inimical to pro- 
gress as the speculator, at least retarded to some extent the ad- 
vancement of any section in which they located. A squatter was a 


pioneer who simply took possession of any vacant farm that suited 


him, and began operations without notifying the company, or 
having any right whatever to it. He would build a shanty, clear a 
few acres, use, or sell any valuable timber that he could dispose 
of, When opportunity offered he sold his improvements to a 
stranger with a little capital, who was desirous of obtaining a 
homestead with some clearing. Having thus increased his fortune 
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by a few dollars, he moved into another new section and began 
life again, Others with perhaps a little more honour, but without 
ambition, would lease a lot from the Company, pay one payment, 
hold it for a few years till land had become more valuable, then 
sell on the same principle as the squatter. 

‘These explanations regarding the conduct and methods adopted 
by the Company are the results of my own experience, extending 
over a period of 20 years. It will be noted, therefore, that the 
first grievance set up by the settler against the company as to 
granting patents is effectually disposed of by the Act of Parliament 
passed on July 15, 1828. 

As to the second, who is to say whether they were culpable or 
not in discharging their obligations? As demanded by terms of 
their charter, they did open and build leading roads through the 
territory ; they made liberal grants towards erecting mills and 
houses of public entertainment for the accommodation of settlers 
they gave grants of land for churches and cemeteries, and in 
other ways opened up the country for settlement. 

In regard to the third grievance, namely, that the leasing system 
was introduced to enable them to resume their lands, and sell at 
enhanced prices, pioneer labor having made them valuable,—this 
grievance has no foundation in fact. Assuming for the sake of 
argument that such was the case, squatters and a number of lessee 
settlers taught the Company many an object lesson in disposing of 
property. It was no uncommon occurrence for a squatter to 
retain possession of a lot for ten years, then sell his improvements 
to a stranger for a price nearly as great as the Company actually 
wanted for the land. Wherever a speculator held a farm he had 
no compunction i ling himself of the increased values arising 
from other men’s labor, by selling his land at a higher rate, To 
the credit of the Company I believe no single case of harshness to 
any squatter or lessee settler can be pointed out. Indeed, so 
remote was their conduct from any measure of this kind, that no 
proposal would be entertained for the purchase of land held by a 
squatter until evidence was produced that he had been satisfied as 
to the value of his improvements. Mistakes may have occurred, 
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and doubtless did occur, which were a hardship in certain cases, 
put the heartless conduct attributed to the Company by a certain 
class of writers cannot be shown as having at any period actuated 
this old institution. 

In support of these statements we may be permitted to quote 
from ‘In the. Days of The Canada Company” an assertion by 
one who knew well whereof he spoke, when he says, “As for 
squatters, they are a law unto themselves * * * and any 
one who had tried to root out an Irishman or a German from 
his land, or unroof his house, or quench his hearth, would find it 


a tough job. I never yet heard of a single lessee in the Huron 


Tract being dispossessed. The storekeeper with a pile of over- 
due bills was the real terror of the settler.” And he goes on 
further to say, ‘I never heard of any poor man being sold up 
by the Company under a distress warrant for rent, unless it was 
done at his own request,—when, also at his request, the Company 
became the purchaser of the goods seized, the man and his goods 
both remaining on the land to cultivate it, and finally paid the 
debt at his own convenience.” ‘On one occasion,” this person 
goes on to say, ‘I was called on to bear a part in a transaction 
of this kind as a witness. When the matter was closed and the 
Company's agent had left, after handing over all the stock, crop, 

to the settler’s hand to carry on his farm as usual, he gave 
a shout, ‘Hooray, boys, who's afraid? Sure I expected that 
dirty villain, the bailiff, here to-morrow morning with an execution 
from that blackguard storekeeper on account of a debt he has 
against me, Faix, he can go back ashe came.’ Then addressing 
his cows and his pigs, ‘And all of you are safe, me darlings ; get 
into yer straw wid ye.” 

As to the fourth grievance alleged against them regarding 
“ shaving money,” they did nothing more than every settler in the 
Huron Tract did every year of his life. If a pioneer wanted to buy 
a yoke of oxen, his neighbor would sell at a certain price for cash. 
Ifa year’s credit was desired, then a higher price was asked, with 
so much per cent. interest added for the time specified. What 
was a correct principle, therefore, in one case could certainly not 
be wrong in the other. 
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It must be remembered, also, that good land only was taken up 
by a settler, a large portion being left on the Company’s hands, 
for which they had paid, that no one at that period would have 
scarcely accepted as a gift. That this waste land has now become 
valuable is owing to a large expenditure of money for drainage 
and other improvements—an equitable share beifig paid by the 
Company—which, if it has increased its wealth, has also enriched 
the municipalities to a great degree. 

‘Those methods of that olden time are now long since passed 
away. The generation which now lives in comfort on those mag- 
nificent farms in this county know nothing of squatters, nor those 
difficulties which almost overwhelmed their fathers in hewing out 
the old homestead from the dreary forest. In the southern portion, 
at all events, those alleged short-comings of the Company are for- 
gotten. Even its existence, or knowledge of its having been 
founded in London nearly four score years ago, is unknown to the 
young, and seems like a dream to those few remaining pioneers. 
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CHAPTER III. 
EARLY EVENTS—DISTRICT AND PROVISIONAL COUNCILS, 1829 TO 1853. 


History begins in this county in 1828, when John Galt and his 
band of explorers blazed a path through the trackless woods to 
that spot where Goderich now stands. This event was an insignia 
of a new dominion, and a new force, pregnant with energy, and an 
inherent power to conquer and subdue. From the solitude of this 
illimitable forest came forth, as if by magic, beautiful fields, com- 
modious schools, marts of commerce, splendid temples and com- 
fortable places of abode. 

In the autumn of 1828 Mr. Galt says: ‘Of one thing I am 
proud, I do not hesitate to say I was proud and with good reason, 
I caused a road to be opened through the forest of Huron tract 
nearly a hundred miles long; the first overland communication 
between the great lakes, carried into effect by Mr. Prior, all the 
woodmen that could be assembled from the settlers were employed; 
an explorer of the line to go ahead, then the surveyors with their 
compasses, after them a band of blazers, or men to mark the trees 
in the line. Then the slashers and the waggons with provisions 
and other necessaries, thus they proceeded to the Lake Huron and 
turned back to clear off the fallen timber.” Thus began the great 
work of improvement on the Huron Road in this county, which has 
been going on continuously ever since, The reference made by 
Mr. Galt, in his letter, to the employment of woodmen, ‘‘as- 
sembled from the settlers,” and taking with them ‘the waggons | 
with provisions and other necessaries,” evidently refers to the 
expedition leaving his headquarters at Guelph, for at that period) 
this county did not contain within its borders a solitary white, 


man. 
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In connection with the work of this party we have also field 
notes by John McDonald, Esq., P. L. S., from which we make the 
following extract : ‘¢ Survey notes of a range of lots laid out on 
both sides of the Huron road from the township of Wilmot to the 
township of Goderich agreeable to the order of John Galt, Esq., 
Superintendent of the Canada Company, dated at Guelph, rath 
Dec. 1828, and under instructions from the Hon, Thomas Ridout, 
\Surveyor-General, dated at York, 29th Nov., 1828, by John Mc- 
Donald, Deputy Surveyor, between the 16th day of Dec., 1828, and 
the 17th day of January, 1829.” Mr. McDonald goes on to say 
“On Dec. 16, engaged in the forepart of the day arranging some 
matters at Guelph previous to my starting off to execute a survey 
of a range of lots on both sides of the Huron road from Wilmot to 
the mouth of the Maitland river. By the order of John Galt, Esq., 
and Hon. Thomas Ridout, Surveyor-General, left Guelph about 12 
o'clock, noon, with the following persons for a party: Alexander 
Rose, Alexander McDonald, Duncan McPhee, Ewen Kennedy, 
Angus Campbell, John Kennedy, Roderick Reid and Robt. Elder. 
All of these were immigrants, except the last named, and were en- 
gaged for the work by Mr. Crion. 

“Dec. 16, 1828, got as far as VanEgmond’s in Waterloo, a dis- 
tance of 14 miles, where we passed the night, showers of rain 
falling. 

“Dec. 17, left VanEgmond’s at daybreak and continued on to 
Blain’s mills where we halted for breakfast, and to get provisions, 
with other necessaries, to bring along with us. Here I took the 
opportunity of proving the measure of my chain, it having been 
newly repaired. Pushed on to Mr. Springer’s in Blenheim to din- 
ner, made our arrangements with him to furnish us with provisions, 
which he agreed to send after us the next day. Left his place 
after dinner, taking provisions enough for the night and the next 
day. Tarried over night in a new unoccupied house, built by one 
Stevens about 3 mile east of River Nith in Wilmot. Here I 
administered the oath to Alexander Rose and Alexander McDonald 
to qualify them as chain bearers.” 

January 17, 1829, he reached the site of the City of Stratford, 
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which he thus describes: Travelled to the 3% mile town, | 
viewed the 17 miles stream of the second branch of the Thames for 
some distance above and below the road, good mill site from 34 
to 3 miles above. Spring about 1 chain below on the east side of 
the stream, which is very much frequented by deer.” Such was 
the City of Stratford in 1829. Mr. McDonald’s work was not 
completed till the autumn of that year, when his plans and field 
notes were filed with the Company. His reference to 31 mile 
tavern simply means that he had reached one of those shanties 
built by Mr. Galt’s party, who during the previous summer had 
located the Huron road. 

As a stream of water welling from a spring on the mountain 
side increases in volume as it pursues its onward way, so does this 
history of Perth County begin in December of 1829 at that lonely, 
shanty of Sebastian Fryfogle in South Easthope. All history is 
associated with human life, and is but a record of its work, thi 
operations of human thought and human passion stored up by the 
historian, that future generations may profit by the experience of 
those who have gone—retaining what is good, and eliminating 
what is evil. In this German we have the keynote or starting 
point of our history. He it was who bore the banner of our 
civilization aloft into the forest, and was a veritable voice crying 
in the wilderness, prepare ye the way, the conqueror is close at 
hand.” So the conquerors did come, and, like that streamlet 
flowing onward in its course, has increased in volume until that 
mighty work they accomplished is known and acknowledged afar 
off, while a record of some of the events marking their progress 
is recorded in this book. 

During that period, extending from the advent of the first settler 
till 1842 progress made in filling up this new territory was iny 


considerable indeed. For twelve years the prospects of the Canadh 


Company were not encouraging. This, no doubt, arose to som} 
extent from certain conditions of political feeling prevailing in 
Canada and Great Britain at that time. A system of Government 
based on democratic principles was not yet understood, and al 
great struggle was in progress between the people and their rulers.! 
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That extreme principle of liberality whose outcome was Radicalism 
and Chartism had gained its first victory in repealing the Corn 
Laws, had absorbed men’s energies for years, to the exclusion ‘of 
other interests. In Canada this turmoil ended in 1837, by a large 
section of the people rising in rebellion. The arts of peace during 
those years were apparently relegated to obscurity, while those 
great questions which would give a full measure of liberty to 
Canadians and make life better worth living were being settled. 
Those in authority were slow to realize the important truth that a 
ruler should be an instrument by the will of the people, and the 
people should not be a power by the will of the ruler. Power to 
be great and of lasting good must ascend from the people up, 
and not from the magistrate down. It was not till those questions 
had been settled, and Responsible Government secured, with full 
control of our local affairs that development in this county: moved 
onward with rapidity. 

From the earliest period of settlement till 1835 the whole 
western district, which comprised all that portion of Ontario west 
of the Grand River and a line drawn westward to Lake Huron, 
was under a local government by magistrates, who assembled 
usually in London. In such an immense territory, much of it yet 
in a state of nature, it was impossible that such attention could be 
given to local matters as their importance demanded. The people 
had no interest in the management of township matters, their 
rulers being appointed by the Crown. This destroyed all ambition 
in those whom nature had designed as public men, dwarfing their 
aspirations for distinction amongst their fellows, which is a high 
and noble incentive to unselfish and honorable conduct in great 
minds. 

Prior to 1834 the magistrates in session managed all local 
matters as they pleased. Being appointed by the Crown they, of 
course, were not responsible to the people. In that year an Act 
was passed providing ‘that the inhabitant householders, at an 
annual township meeting, should appoint not less than three, nor 


more than eighteen persons to be fence viewers. This was an 
important concession at that time and was like the point of a 
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wedge, which was a few years later driven home, in a complete 
separation from government control of local affairs and appoint- 
ment of municipal offices. At these meetings they were also 
authorized to determine what would be considered a lawful fence. 
‘This Act also provided for the opening up of ditches and water 
courses, as the fence viewers might decide. 

In 1835 an important change was again made; several Acts 


previously passed respecting town meetings were repealed, and it 
was provided, “that the township clerk should assemble the in- 
habitants of the township, being householders and freeholders at a 
place agreed upon at a previous yearly meeting.” This meeting 
was empowered to choose the following officers :— A clerk, three 
commissioners, assessor, collector, and any number of persons 
they thought proper to serve as overseers of highways, roads and 
bridges, and as pound keepers. Collectors gave bonds to district 
treasurers, to whom were paid the proceeds of rates levied, and the 
township clerk gave bonds to the commissioners. The most im- 
portant change in this Act was appointing commissioners, to whom 
were now transferred many of those powers respecting repai 
bridges and roads previously held and exercised by the Justices in 
Quarter Sessions. 

This board was required to meet three times at the place 
which their first meeting was held, and were authorized to hold 
as many other meetings as they thought best at any place they 
chose. They were to receive from the district treasurer five 
shillings per day for their services. The Quarter Sessions, how- 
ever, still held the authority they formerly had in reference to the 
administration of justice, location of highways, and other matters 
general to the district. In 1839'those commissioners provided for 
in the Act of 1835 were named town wardens, This system was 
continued up till 1841, when the Legislature of the United 
Provinces endeavored to create a municipal law that would meet 
all the requirements of Upper Canada. It will be noted that 
previous to this the authority of the Governor was nearly supreme, 
he having power to determine the number of councillors and 
appoint the warden. 
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‘The most ordinary observer may trace in these enactments the 
basis of Canada’s greatest piece of legislation, the sweeping away 
of those rotten remains of an old feudal system which had been 
transplanted into this country In Canada this old principle of 
autocracy was held before our people like a dried mummy by the 
Family Compact,—a set of men who apparently were great in 
nothing but their greed for office and personal aggrandizement, 
It was the desire of Canadians, who disliked paternal government 
and were anxious to shake of the incubus that rested on their 
liberties, to elect their warden and other officers. This feeling 
promoted and furnished the basis of the Act of 1841. 

In pursuance of an Act of the first session of the first Parliament 
of the United Canadas, passed 1841, in the fourth and fifth years of 
our Sovereign Lady Victoria, ‘to provide for the better govern- 
ment of the part formerly known as Upper Canada, by the estab- 
lishing of local authorities therein,” William Dunlop, Esq., who 
was commissioned by the Governor as first warden of the new 
district, then known as the united counties of Perth, Huron and 
Bruce, called the council elected under the new Act together at 
Goderich on the 8th day of February, 1842. Daniel Lizars read 
the commission appointing Mr. Dunlop warden, also his own 
appointment as acting clerk. There were present at that meeting 
Messrs. Chalk, Daly, Dickson, Galt, Geary, Gordon, Helmer, 
Holmes, R. Hodgins, I. Hodgins, Hawkins, McIntosh, McConnell, 
L. Sebring. The clerk reported the qualifications of all correct, 
also their declaration of office and oath of allegiance. He also 
communicated to the council a message from the warden of his 
arrival, but being greatly fatigued, requested the council to ad- 
journ till next day. The council, like careful gentlemen, decided to 
adjourn, if no extra expense would be incurred. This being satis 
factory, at the meeting next day a resolution was passed fixing 
their indemnity at 7/6 per diem and 6c per mile attending meetings. 
It was also carried unanimously that a seat be provided inside the 
bar for magistrates and officers of the district, also the ladies. 
The following rules were adopted :—That any person being elected 
a district councillor and refusing to serve be fined £2, tos. That 
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the council meet at 10 o'clock. That all petitions be presented 
the first day. That any person interrupting the council be fined 
not less than ros, nor more than £5. Mr. Hawkins further 
moved, and Mr. Holmes seconded, that the council do not receive 
a certain letter sent by a Mr. Scott to the magistrates in session, 
or any such letter containing a libel on any person. After due 
consideration it was moved that the letter be thrown under the 
table by the warden. The warden threw the letter under the 
table accordingly. A terrible retribution on Mr. Scott, surely. 
At this meeting an account was presented from one Hillary 
Horton which tells a strange story to the citizens of Perth to-day. 
To going to Hamilton for stores, 8 days’ journey, £6 0 0 
To hire of team, Hamilton to Galt 


The salaries of local township clerks were fixed at £6 per 
annum, excepting the Goderich clerk, who was to receive £8, ros. 
William Haldane was appointed auditor by the warden and Mr. 
Kidd by the council. Four candidates appeared for clerk, John 
Haldane, George Fraser, David Don, and Daniel Lizars, the 
acting clerk. Mr. Don was elected. 

From this period up till 1848 there is. no record of the district 
council proceedings, the whole being lost. I have been able to 
ascertain the names of members from other sources, however, and 
who were as follows :—In 1843, James Cairns, William Chalk, 
W. W. Connor, J. C. W. Daly, M. T. Gallagher, M. Haw, John 
Hawkins, I. Hodgins, R. Hodgins, John Holmes, David McConnell, 
D. M. McIntosh, Constant Van Egmond, and Alexander Young. 
In 1844, Dr. Chalk, David Clark, W. W. Connor, J. C. W. Daly, A. 
Dickson, John Hicks, Robert Hodgins, John Holmes, John Long- 
worth, William May, D. McConnell, D. M. Melntosh, Andrew 
Sebach and C. Van Egmond. In 1845 we have the names of 
Messrs, Chalk, Clark, Connor, Dickson, Hawkins, Helmer, Hicks, 
J. Hodgins, R. Hodgins, Holmes, Junck, McCullough, McIntosh, 
and Van Egmond. In 1846 the members were Messrs. Chalk, 
Clark, Hawkins, Hicks, Holmes, Hodgins, Hyde, Junck, Long- 
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worth, Murray, McCullough, Ritchie, McPherson, and Simpson. 
In 1847, Messrs. Barbour, Chalk, Clark, Donkin, Girvin, Hays, 
Hawkins, Helmer, Hicks, Jas. Hodgins, George Hodgins, George 
Hyde, Junck, Lamb, Longworth, McCullough, Piper, Rankin, 
Simpson, Sparling and Van Egmond. 

In 1847 the Municipal Act was further amended by empowering 
councils to choose their own warden, and conferring certain other 
privileges on local authorities, enabling them to elect several of 
their own offibers. Under this Act the council met February rst, 
1848, and elected Wm. Chalk, who was the first warden ever 
elected by the people. There were present on that occ 
from the municipalities, Messrs. Van Egmond, Hamilton, Rankin, 
McPherson, Lamb, Balkwell, Hays, Sparling, Hicks, Thompson, 
Hodgins, Fryfogle, Carter, Donkin, Piper, Girvin, Ritchie, 
Holmes, Murray, Daly, Gibbons, Hawkins and McIntyre. Mr. 
Don, who was still clerk, with a desire for brevity in his reports, 
which is sometimes commendable, but carried too far in this 
instance, during his period of office as district clerk never reported 
the given names or the place represented by any member of the 
board. 

In 1849 the council was composed of Messrs. Carter, Chalk, 
Christie, Daly, Donkin, Fryfogle, Gibbons, Girvin, Hamilton, 
Hays, Hawkins, Hicks, I. Hodgins, R. Hodgins, Holmes, Lamb, 
McIntyre, McPherson, Piper, Rankin, Ritchie, Shoebottom and 
Thompson. 

In 1850 was introduced the present Municipal Act, and under its 
provisions arrangements were made withdrawing Perth from the 
united counties of Huron, Perth and Bruce. Each township was 
now represented by its Reeve, the members from Perth being T. 
M. Daly, North sthope ; Robert Donkin, Hibbert ; Arundel Hill, 
Blanshard ; Andrew Helmer, South Easthope; James Hill, Ful- 
larton ; John Hicks, united townships of Logan, Elma and Wal- 
lace ; Robert Henry, united townships of Ellice and Mornington, 
and William Smith of Downie, These gentlemen and their 
successors in office composed the provisional council for Perth 
County until its complete organization in 1853. 
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By authority of the Municipal Act of 1850, which with a few 
unimportant amendments is still in force, the provisional council of 
Perth met ‘at the Union Hotel, in the village of Stratford, on 
Tuesday, the rsth day of April, 1851, by virtue of a warrant from 
John McDonald, sheriff of the united counties, and pursuant to 
the Statute 12 Victoria, Chap. 38.” The councillors present were : 
Sebastian Fryfogle, S. Easthope ; Alexander Hamilton, N. East- 
hope ; William Smith, reeve of Downie ; who acted as chairman ; 
Andrew Monteith, deputy reeve, Downie; Alexander Gourlay, 
Ellice and Mornington ; William Rath, Logan, Elma and Wal- 
lace; Robert Donkin, Hibbert; T. B. Guest, Blanshard; and 
Jas. Hill, Fullarton, Two names were submitted as candidates 
for warden:—William Smith of Downie, and Sebastian Fryfogle 
of S. Easthope. Mr. Fryfogle was elected. Stewart Campbell, 
who was clerk of Ellice, was elected county clerk without opposi- 
tion. J. C. W. Daly was appointed treasurer. A committee was 
named to select a site for new county buildings, composed of 
Messrs. Fryfogle, Hamilton, Gourlay, Smith, and Monteith. It 
was decided to offer a premium of £12, 10s., for the most suitable 
plans, cost not to exeeed £3,000 ; also to memoralize the govern- 
ment regarding the township of Mornington, which by Act 12 
Vic., Chap. 78, is included in Waterloo, and by 12 Vic., Chap. 96, 
is in this county. On the 23rd day of June council again met, 
and decided to accept lots 41, 42, 87, north of the Avon, behind 
the English church, owned by Mr. McCullough, whereon to erect 
a court house and gaol. 

It appears the plans submitted by Mr. Clark were accepted, and 
a further grant of £5 was made to him on condition that they 
become county property. By a subsequent report, however, it 
seems the prize was awarded to Mr. Ferguson on condition that 
he prepare working plans. Tenders were also opened for new 
buildings and the contract awarded to Mr. William Day of Guelph 
for £5,150. Mr. Day agreed to accept £2,000 in county deben- 
tures, bearing interest at six per cent. per annum, as part payment 
for his work. 

The next meeting of the provisional council was held on the 





4a HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


17th day of February, in the Union Hotel (Peter Woods’), vi 
of Stratford. At this meeting there were present :—William 
Smith and Andrew Monteith, reeve and deputy of Downie ; Alex- 
ander Gourlay, Ellice and Mornington ; Alexander Mitchell, S. 
Easthope ; Alexander Hamilton, N. Easthope; J. C. Smith, 
Logan, Elma and Wallace; Thomas McGerry, Hibbert. Fullarton 
and Blanshard were apparently unrepresented. William Smith, 
Downie, was elected warden ; Stewart Campbell, clerk, and J. C. 
W. Daly, treasurer. The business of this council at its various 
sessions was wholly that of detail in connection with new county 
buildings which were erected during that year. The council 
borrowed £30 to pay current expens 

Perth County as then organized contained 539,685 acres of land, 


comprising the townships of North and South Easthope, Downie, 
Blanshard, Fullarton, Hibbert, Logan, Ellice, Mornington, Elma 
and Wallace. The last three of these were originally set apart as 
| clergy reserves and school lands and were sold directly to the 
| settler by the Crown, ‘The other eight were a portion of the 


Juron tract. The topography of this large area ot land may be 
said to consist of one great plain, and only in a few sections can 
its surface be considered hilly. Rolling land in Perth will always 
be found near those large streams that intersect it in various 
directions in their course from those marshes or swamps where 
they rise. Although this county is level or undulating throughout 
there is sufficient drainage for all surplus moisture. 

In the townships of Logan, Ellice and Elma, which lie on the 
height of land between Lakes Huron and Erie, sections of wet 
lands prevailed. From those swamps, which were at one time 
considered almost impenetrable, those streams forming the north 
branch of the Thames have their source, flowing south-west into 
Vane St. Clair. The Maitland river, rising in Elma, flows west 
Jnto Lake Huron. The Nith, a large tributary of the Grand river, 

jows south-east into Lake Erie. The soil throughout these 

arious townships is very fertile, producing in abundance all 
fhose products raised in every department of the farm. 

The Municipal Act of 1850 was pregnant with change to the 
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newly organized County of Perth, and was productive of results 
during the next five years of greater magnitude in material pro- 
gress and development than all that had been accomplished since 
the Huron road was opened in 1829. While this was undoubtedly 
true, it does not necgessarily imply a lack of progressiveness in 
those who hitherto had directed affairs in the district. There are 
circumstances in connection with a new country which of them- 
selves to a great extent prevent progress, excepting that of clearing 
land. It may seem strange and indicating a want of that energy 
and determination attributed to the pioneer that, beyond establish- 
ing a few school sections, nothing had been done. No effort had 
yet been made to introduce any system by which their goods could 
be placed on the market with greater economy, both of time and 
labour It must be remembered, however, that the Huron tract 
was comparatively sparsely settled, in many sections, even in 1850, 
and the struggle of pioneer life was far from being over. Previous 
to 1841 the mode of municipal government was entirely at vari- 
ance with the democratic ideals of the settler, in so far as those 
placed in authority over him were not of his choice, but were 
favored ones of an arbitrary Government. Subsequent to that 
period and up to the introduction of our present municipal system, 
while the people had, and were enjoying a certain portion of, self 
government, it fell far short of that established in 1850. It must 
be borne in mind, also, that representatives from those districts 
comprising the united counties had immense territories under 
their charge, with great areas of a primitive wilderness lying 
between each new settlement, thus preventing that close attention 
to the wants of their constituents neccessary to a more rapid 
improvement. 

But, again, I am constrained to say that while those in authority 
at Goderich may have done something (as was their duty) to facil 
tate settlement and improve the Huron tract, it cannot be shown 
that, with the exception of clearing a road to Goderich to assist 
travel in that direction, much had been accomplished. As an 

lence, the early records of this district and the testimony of 
those old pioneers yet remaining will be found strongly supporting 
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this assertion, There is an old saying that all roads lead to Rome, 
and so in the olden time throughout this district all roads led, or 
should have led, to Goderich. A few people—not more than a half 
dozen families, officers of the Canada Company and of the district— 
isolated as they were from the centres of trade and civilization, had 
founded a little world of their own in this new town on Lake 
Huron, The horizon which encircled their commercial ideas ap- 
pears to have been very circumscribed, While they were engaged 
in their little so-called squabbles and formulating plans for the 
future greatness of this new centre on the River Menegtung, a 
mighty force was even then asserting itself, which swept away all 
their dreams and their greatness. ‘Nae mon can teither time or 
tide,” says Burns ; neither can man stem the tide of commerce ; 
it will find its proper channel even if it wreck the glorious visions 
of a few officials in a remote corner of our Canadian woods. As 
might be expected, the first railroad through the Huron tract met 
with opposition from several of this little coterie; not that it might 
not be useful to the county, but that it would injure Goderich. It 
appears from their conduct that long isolation from the outside 
world had in some degree warped their judgment and shriveled up 
their ideas, which in some directions with several of them were of 
ahigh order. They were incapable of being impressed with those 
marvellous operations of the pioneer woodman now almost every- 
where seen around them. It is, therefore, not to the enterprise of 
those few individuals who held sway in Goderich that we must 
look for the marvellous change which occurred between the years 
1829 and 1859 in this county. To the pioneer woodman, rude and 
uncultured though he was, and to those men whom he raised from 
his own ranks by the authority of municipal legislation, which en- 
abled him to place in power those whose trend of thought was in 
accord with the genius of the backwoods and his own aspirations, 
the honor is due. To these men, and their legislative enactments 
at our council boards, we turn as to the true source of our present 
advancement, in those forms which contribute so much to our 
comfort and our enjoyment. As Dr. Dunlop, in his own expres- 
sive way, once beautifully said—the greatness of the Huron 
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tract ‘we owe to the work and the worth of the people.” ‘This is 


the highest tribute that can be paid to the pioneer. With an ex- 
tract from the minutes of the last session of the District Council of 
1849 we close these remarks : ‘ Moved by Mr. Christie, seconded 
by Mr. Daly, that this being the last meeting of the Huron Dis- 
trict Council, the members do return thanks to our Warden (Dr. 


Chalk, who was the first warden elected by the people) for his 
uniform kindness to each individual member, and for the very 
proper and dignified manner in which he has conducted the pro- 
ceedings of this Council,—Carried unanimously.” 

‘The board then adjourned; never to meet again under its old 
time constitution. 





CHAPTER IV. 
POLITICAL NOTES. 


The Huron tract was first designated as Huron County, com- 
prising all those lands granted to the Canada Company forming a 
portion of that territory in Upper Canada west of the Grand 
River and a line drawn northward to the Georgian Bay. London 
was founded early in the last century, and the central local 
government was located there for this vast section of country. A 
separation was effected in 1841 by withdrawing a portion of this 
western district and erecting another, with its central govern- 
ment in Goderich. In that period, between 1841 and 1850, this 
section was known as “The United Counties of Huron, Perth and 
Bruce.” During 1850 another dismemberment took place by 
withdrawing Perth, which was erected into a new county, its local 
government being located in Stratford. In 1841 this county was 
first known as “Perth,” receiving that name in honor of Perth- 
shire, Scotland. From this Shire a large number of the early 
settlers came to N. Easthope, which soon became the most popu- 
lous section in Perth County. They were desirous of naming their 
new home in remembrance of that they had left, and largely 
through the instrumentality of J. J. E. Linton this county 
received its name. 

On January 24, 1853, Perth County assumed the responsibilities 
of municipal government, granted by the Act of 1850. At twelve 
o’clock the first assembly of local representatives met in the court 
house, now completed. On that memorable day an organization 
was effected whose power and influence for good has had a marked 
effect on our material development and progress. William Smith, 
reeve of Downie, took the chair, and the following gentlemen 
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delivered certificates of election from their several municipalities : 
Sebastian Fryfogle, South Easthope; Robert Christie, Logan, 
Elma and Wallace; Andrew Monteith, deputy reeve, Downie; 
‘Alexander Gourlay, Elma and Mornington ; Arundel Hill, deputy 
reeve, Blanshard ; Alexander McLaren, Hibbert ; Thomas Ford, 
Fullarton ; Alexander Grant, North Easthope ; Thomas B. Guest, 
reeve, Blanshard ; William Smith, reeve of Dow: On motion 
of Mr. Gourlay, seconded by Mr. Fryfogle, William Smith, reeve 
of Downie, was unanimously elected first warden. There is no 
motion for appointing a clerk, but as Stewart Campbell’s name 
first appears in the minutes as holding that office, it may be inferred 
that he was appointed. Three candidates appeared for the office 
of treasurer, Alexander McGregor, A. B. Orr, and A. F. Meikle. 
This contest was a keen one, and ended by Mr. McGregor being 
elected by a majority of three votes ; Mr. James Orr and Samuel 
Lloyd Robarts were appointed auditors. 

The remuneration allowed those several officers for services 
rendered was :—Warden, £15; clerk, £30; treasurer, £50; 
auditors, £3 each, and the reeves six shillings and three pence per 
day and three pence per mile. Mr. Rowland was allowed one 
pound for inserting by-laws in ‘Perth County News.” Messenger, 
five shillings per day for each day’s attendance. As indicating our 
financial ability, we find estimates for the several departments 
amounted to £1,860, of which £600 was for administration of 
justice. Of this sum Blanshard contributed £304; Hibbert, 
4122; Logan, £123 ; Mornington, £69 ; Ellice, £234 ; Downie, 
£318 ; Fullarton, £189 ; S. Easthope, £108 ; N. Easthope, £300. 
These sums include town line grants for that year, amounting to 
#100. It appears also from another item that James Redford was 
appointed superintendent of schools at a salary of £40 per annum. 
At this meeting also appeared the mania for special grants in all its 
Youthful freshness and glory. The attitude of individual county 
councillors towards county funds in the matter of special grants 
appeared like a mild type of lunacy, which seemed to break out the 
moment they entered the council chamber. It was singularly in- 
fectious, and an honest, unsophisticated reeve or deputy from the 
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swamps of Elma or Ellice would be at once seized with the 
contagion, sometimes of an incurable type, displaying an ingenuity 
in his manipulation of most wondrous schemes before the board, 
which secured very acceptable encomiums from his constituent 
The reeves carried this infection back to’ their township councils, 
where it raged with considerable violence until an antidote was found 
in an amendment to the Municipal Act. In our county council yet 
may be heard on some occasions a feeble wail, like the last faint 
tones of that spirit who presided over special grant legislation, as 
if it was taking a sorrowful farewell of that hall where in times 
gone by it held high carnival in magnificence and power. 

While this conflict was kept up with animation and spirit for 


special grants, the council in another direction brought to bear a 


of progress, such as had not so far manifested itself, in local 
legislation. This was a motion to borrow £20,000 for improve- 
ment of leading roads. When this by-law, framed on a report of 
the gravel road committee, was introduced the amount was further 
increased to £22,000. An apportionment was made to Stratford 
and St. Marys road, £3,600 ; Huron road, from Wilmot to Carron 
brook, £10,000 ; Embro road, from Zorra to the junction with the 
St. Marys road, £1,000; new Mitchell road, extending south 
through Fullarton, £500; old Mitchell road, £250; making bridges 
across the Thames in Fullarton, £250; centre road of Hibbert, 
commencing at Carronbrook, £700; Logan road, commencing at 
Mitchell, £750; road through N. Easthope, commencing at Bell’s 
Corners (Shakespeare), £750; road through Ellice, leading to 
Mornington, £1,250 ; gravelling side road between lots 20 and 21, 
Downie, and certain other roads in Downie leading to the Mitchell 
road, £600 ; four hundred shares in London and Proof Line gravel 
road, £2,000; seventy shares in Woodstock and Huron gravel 
road, £350. It may be noticed that in this by-law, which was 
passed on the fifth day of June, 1853, no apportionment was made 
to Blanshard. That township, however, came to a fair share of the 
distribution. In 1852 that municipality had subscribed for four 
hundred shares in the London and Proof Line gravel road, amount- 
ing to £2,000. This sum was assumed by the county, relieving 
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Blanshard from her liability. It may be noted also that when the 
toll gates had been removed in other sections of this county, 
Blanshard bought the whole stock in the London and Proof Line 
Company in 1870 at a rate of sixty cents on the dollar. The stock 
held by the county in this road was assigned back to Blanshard 
without consideration, thus investing that township with all rights, 
privileges and franchises of a road company, the only one in 


Perth County. 

The county council having made provisions for gravelling those 
leading roads, formulated arrangements for a liquidation of the 
loan in twenty years by erecting toll gates on the Huron and 
St. Marys gravel roads. On those two roads six toll gates were 
erected, four being placed at various points between Wilmot and 
Carronbrook, On the St. Marys road two gates were erected, 
one adjoining St. Marys, and the other near Stratford. The rates 
collected at these several customs houses were certainly ample to 
liquidate the debt contracted in constructing these highways, and, 
indeed, with a fair amount of traffic would have been sufficient to 
supplement taxation in no small degree. Thus, for every vehicle 
drawn by two horses was charged 74d., an additional horse 2d., 
vehicle drawn by one animal 4d., saddle horse 2d., head of cattle 
one penny, score of sheep or swine 4d. From a report of the toll 
gate committee, the rental of all these gates for one year realized a 
clear revenue of £1,950, andere re-sold the second yearfor £2,194. 
Of this sum the largest amount obtained was from No. 4, on the 
Huron road, near Stratford, amounting to £400, the lowest No. 1, 
near Wilmot, £134. On the St. Marys road No. 1, near Stratford, 
realized £308, and No. 2, at St. Marys, £215. Spacious and 
Profitable as the scheme was for obtaining revenue by a system of 
toll gates, it was not popular. An old pioneer who had entered the 
pathless woods with his axe and made roads anywhere to suit 
himself felt the gates to be an imposition. It was an impost 
Peculiar to that old land he had left, and not suited to progressive 
Canada. He was impelled, therefore, by his hatred of a tax on his 
Personal liberty, to free himself as soon as possible. This antago- 
nistic feeling towards toll gates gave greater impetus to that 
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marvellous improvement in highways between 1860 and 1870. The 
ratepayer taxed himself to gravel parallel lines of roads to his 
market town. He would no longer submit to an impost for travel- 
ling his own road, built by his own money. He would not stand 
and deliver at the importunity of an impecunious toll keeper. For 
several years prior to 1868 the county council experienced some 
difficulty with its toll gate keepers. ‘These poor people did not 
realize a change going on around them in improvement of roads. 
In spite, therefore, of a steadily decreasing traffic they still offered 
former rates. As a result they were soon unable to fulfil their 
engagements. The council had recourse to their securities, and 
cases of great hardship were continually cropping up. In 1868, 
therefore, the county council took such steps, upon a report sub- 
mitted by D. D. Hay, as swept the whole system out of existence. 
‘The last gate to be removed was one on the Base Line, Blanshard, 
which remained till 1873, when it also became a thing of the 
past 
Meantime, while these improvements involving vast sums of 
money were being carried out, the northern portion of this county 
had been steadily persevering towards a solid material development. 
Ellice and Mornington, formerly united for municipal pur- 
were set apart, each sending its own representatives to the 
county board. A motion was passed in 1856 whereby Elma was 
arated from Logan and Wallace, for municipal purposes, and 
William Morrison appointed to call the first meeting. Another 


by-law was passed in 1857 separating Wallace from Logan, and 
D. D. Campbell appointed to call the first meeting at lot 24, con. 4. 
It was not till 1866, however, that the now important town of 
Listowel was set apart and Samuel Davidson appointed as first 
returning officer. Some years later the village of Milverton sprung 
up, adding one more representative to the county council. At a 


meeting in 1856 a bylaw was passed granting a bonus of £1 each 
for wolf scalps. In 1859 applicants under this bylaw were paid 
412. Itis difficult to realize that when we look at the beautiful 
farms and farm buildings everywhere, that only forty years ago 
the sum of £12 had been paid in one year for wolf scalps. In 1855 
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a further sum of £3,000 was raised for the completion of gravel 
roads, together with one thousand pounds for purchasing a site 
for a grammar school, in Stratford. Two years later the registry 
office was erected at a cost of £400. 

The next important event in the political history of this county 
was passing two by-laws in 1873 to borrow $120,000 in aid 
of constructing a railway from Stratford to Wiarton, north, and 
from Stratford to Port Dover, south. To the first of these projects 
$80,000 was granted, and to the later $40,000. The denunciations 
of this scheme in the southern townships were loud and deep. 
Violent speeches were made by county council representatives 
when they returned to their constituents for re-election. Rate- 
payers in Blanshard, Fullarton, and Hibbert felt ruin staring them 
in the face. Those old farms they had hewed out of the forest were 
to be heavily mortgaged to enrich those greedy northern adventu- 
rers, chief of which was Mr. D. D. Hay, reeve of Listowel. Mr. 
Hay was represented as being a cold, calculating man, with no 
other object than that of compelling the southern townships, who 
were now becoming rich, to build roads and improve the Ellice 
‘swamp, which for all time to come would only be a place for 
wolves. The minute books of these southern municipalities con- 
tain most marvellous expressions of unanimous votes of their town- 
ship boards condemning this scheme. Some old settlers will yet 
remember how their hearts burned within them as they listened to 
these grand outpourings of declamation against the northern 
people. Township halls rung with plaudits of an approving elec- 
torate, as reeves and deputies recounted their-heroic efforts in the 
cause of honest government. In some secret, deep, dark chamber, 
in a certain house of public entertainment in Stratford, the buckets 
had been let down into pure wells of political knowledge, from which 
was drawn forth such material as had been formulated into a plan 
that Mr. Hay and his followers would not be able to circumvent. 
In short, the present representatives should be returned again to 


Power and glorious results would assuredly follow. Mr.’ Hay and 
his followers would then be relegated to that obscurity and con- 
tempt which, let me say, is, alas! too often the destiny of noble, 
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honest, though unsuccessful effort. Time, which solves all 
problems, solved this one also. The by-law was submitted. Its 


‘opponents fought it from stage to stage, and; like the Boers in 


South Africa, were no sooner driven from one refuge than they 
entrenched themselves behind another. The final vote, after 
numerous amendments, was taken on the original sum of $120,000, 
which was carried amid great excitement by a majority of one. 
All the southern representatives, with the exception of Mr. Thomas 
Ballantyne, voted against it. Mr. Ballantyne was then reeve of 
Downie, and -his vote on this occasion (one of the best he ever 
gave), weakened his support when he appealed to the electorate on 
other occasions. In Blanshard only one vote was recorded in its 
favor. In Hibbert, Fullarton and Downie majorities against it 
were decisive. The northern townships, however, with Stratford, 
gave overwhelming majorities for it. The by-law was carried and 
our county increased its debt $120,000. 

Before dismissing this measure, which greatly agitated our 
people during its progress, those who opposed it honestly will 
acknowledge now that it was a great and useful measure, giving 
a feeling of unity to this county that did not previously exist... The 
determination of Mr. Hay and that vote of Mr. Ballantyne have 
been productive of great results. Portions of Ellice and Elma, 
which were said to be fit only for wolves, and whose ratepayers, 
led by Mr. Hay, were animated by the same voracious spirit as 
their marauders, are now transformed, largely by the agency of 
this railroad, into beautiful sections of agricultural country. It 
must be gratifying now for those veterans of the olden time, who 
had confidence in the splendid material interests awaiting develop- 
ment in this northern part, to see that fruition of their honest 
endeavor which has followed their efforts. In some sections great 
level plains extend as far as the eye can reach, supplying dairying 
material, whose product manufactured into cheese has made this 
county famous everywhere for its proficiency in that branch of 
farm industry. Along this line of railway north, which was built 
through a swamp, are now fertile fields, fine farm buildings, 
homes of an industrious and law-abiding people. The much 
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vaunted fertility of the southern part of this county will be soon 
eclipsed by a greater richness in many sections of that once de- 
spised north, and the day is not far distant when it will contribute 
as much, nay, more to the finances of this county than will amply 
repay all parties for any increased expenditure made in their 
behalf. 

It was several years subsequent to these grants being made 
before any further increase was made to county liabilities. As 
early, however, as 1866, or exactly thirteen years after the first 
county buildings had been completed, a motion was introduced to 
construct a new jail. A few years later an agitation originated 
for erecting a new court house as well. It seems marvellous that 


a building costing over $20,000 should have been so ill suited to 


its purpose that in thirteen years a desire should be expressed for 
its removal. Many ratepayers of this county will remember that 
imposing old Temple of Justice, crowning the summit of a low 
hill, north of Lake Victoria, Under that grand old portico, 
supported by a row of columns in imitation of the Pantheon, 
pioneer jurymen, smoking black tobacco in old clay pipes, and clad 
in homespun, reclined in oblivious unconcern of all the world, or 
remembered only a little clearing away in the backwoods which 
they called home. Within this building the blind goddess had sat 
with her wavering balance for only a few years, when she 
demanded a palace of greater splendor, worthy of her ancient 
privileges, and commensurate with the dignity of those duties she 
was called on to perform. It is true that within its doors those 
several cells or dormitories, dignified by the name of county offices, 
were dark, miserable little dens. These dens were arranged on 
each side of a narrow passage which ran through the centre of the 
building, denominated corridors, and were like rat holes in an old 
tenement. 

During a period of twenty years, from 1865 to 1885, in spite of 
grand juries, in spite of judges, in spite of mandamuses and 
inspectors, with all the machinery modern civilization has formu- 
lated to coerce public bodies, the council refused to move for 
better accommodation. On several occasions they passed votes 
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of censure on grand juries for their presentments regarding new 
buildings. These they regarded as echoes of his Lordship's 
charge, who knew little of the people, and, it is presumable, cared 
as little. For ten years previous to erecting the present buildings 
the minutes present a policy, of temporizing, procrastination, of 
motions and counter motions, such as would do honor to the 
highest court in this land. The municipal ship during those 
years was not sailing in smooth waters. Our debt was oppres- 
sive, councils were pestered by recommendations from grand 
juries. In 1873 they had added $120,000 to our already heavy 
burdens. They felt that caution was necessary, and it was not 
till 1885 that they decided to add another $100,000 to their for- 
mer obligations, and contracts were let for the present county 
buildings to Scrimgeour Bros., of Stratford, at a cost of $95,000. 

The last great work undertaken by this county was a house of 
refuge, erected at a cost of $15,990, by Mr. Clark, of Toronto. It 
is said ‘the poor ye have always with you,” and as early as 1856 


a motion was introduced (which was not carried out) making pro- 


vision for this unfortunate class. Previous to constructing this 
home, indigents received small sums from local municipalities, 
which were often supplemented by charity from their immediate 
neighbors. All such grants were inadequate to supply even the 
most ordinary necessaries of life, and seemed only sufficient to 
prolong the wretchedness of the recipient, rather than mitigate his 
distress. Poor creatures, in many cases, were domiciled in 
miserable shanties on roadsides, and whether deserving or not, 
they were human and entitled to sympathy and attention. The 
house of refuge is a noble charity and worthy of our people. There 
is no gratification equal to that arising from help extended to 
those who are helpless. Every ratepayer should visit this home, 
see the table he has spread, the comfort he has bestowed, and the 
provision he has made for many who were old, friendless, and for- 
saken, To those who are still able to perform a little labor, the 
farm in connection affords an opportunity. Many who, by age or 
infirmity, are unfit to engage in manual labor, receive care and 
attention from attendants. To those visitors who find pleasure in 
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the happiness of others, it is pleasing to note, as you pass along 
the corridors, apartments with many appointments of home life. 
Here is a room occupied by an aged pair, and so strong is the 
domestic instinct in woman that even in this place she has dis- 
played her ingenuity and handiwork in embellishing the walls until 
it looks like “Home, sweet home.” The regulation that obtained, 
I believe, in some houses of refuge in other counties of separating 


aged couples was a barbarous one, and is, I hope, discontinued 


and a more humane system adopted. 

As might be expected, equalizing those assessments upon which 
are based all county rates was from the earliest period a matter 
of contention. Long and unyielding were those struggles between 
champions from the north with those of the more fertile and better 
improved south regarding this important function. There was no 
question affording more scope for an ingenious representative, 
whether as a manipulator of figures or asa leader of men. The 
fairness, however, with which this matter was disposed of for a 
period of nearly fifty years is in itself a tribute to the watchfulness 
and political sagacity of the council. During the December ses- 
sions of 1853 the assessors were asked to report regarding this 
matter of equalization. A committee was also appointed, composed 
of Messrs. Guest, Grant, Ford, Monteith and Christie, who re- 
ported on this question as follows : 

“The rolls for North Easthope too high—discount five per cent. 
Logan, correct ; Ellice, correct ; Downie, ditto ; Fullarton, ditto ; 
South Easthope, too low, add 20 per cent.; Blanshard, same 
deliverance ; Hibbert, same ditto ; Mornington, low, add 5 per 
cent. (Signed), Rowert Curistiz, Chairman.” 

Upon this equalization was based the first rate levied for county 
Purposes, amounting to £1,860 ($7,000.00). In 1874 the ques- 
tion of equalization was submitted to Judge Lizars, who examined 
several parties on oath as to valuations, and formulated a schedule 
setting forth values in all the municipalities. This did not remain 
long satisfactory, and, indeed, no equalization could long remain 
so. Those conditions affecting the value of property were, and 
are now, changing so rapidly that what may be a fair and equit- 
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able arrangement now in a very short period would be found to be 
unjust and oppressive in many sections, During 1887 an exhaust- 
ive and systematic valuation was again made. The late John Mc- 
Millan, Esq., M.P., with Mr. Long, an ex-warden of Waterloo 
county, personally examined every farm in the county. A report 
made by those gentlemen, perhaps the best that could be done, 
has formed the basis of equalization ever since, but may now be 
said to be obsolete and no longer reliable as to values. In that 
portion of our county lying south of the Huron road a valuation 
of any one township would be applicable to all. There is no 
appreciable difference as to local conveniences or marketing fa 
ties. In those municipalities north of the Huron road conditions 
are different. Their marketing facilities may be equally good, 
the soil may be as fertile, and, indeed, a portion of it is considered 
much more so than that of the south, Much of the land is equally 
well improved. Notwithstanding these co-relations in circum- 
stances any basis of equalization decided upon without having 
due regard to those large expenditures incurred in reclamation of 
waste lands would be unfair and unjust. These waste lands were 
useless for any purpose until a system of drainage was introduced. 
If they are now valuable the county is not to be thanked for it. A 
time may not be far distant when they will contribute largely to the 
county treasury, but that should not be until the liabilities incurred 
in their reclamation are discharged. To equalize these lands at 
their present value would be to place a double burden upon those 
who reside on them. They would first be taxed for county pur- 
poses, and second, they would be taxed to pay those loans which 
made them worth taxing. It is not a good argument to say that 
large quantities of timber realizing goodly sums have been 
obtained in process of clearing, That could be argued in regard 
to all the townships. But these are questions for the council, 
rather than for the historian, to consider. 

While these events were transpiring and a steady progress was 
being made from old pioneer days to those of comfort and con- 
venience, Perth county had assumed financial burdens from which 


it has not yet been released, That the liabilities incurred by our 
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representatives for aiding and developing our natural resources 
were appropriated and disbursed with great economy and skill no 
one will deny. That a large portion of the funds so granted has 
been a total loss, so far as their recovery in currency is concerned, 
is equally true, If, on the other hand, we consider those evolu- 
tionary methods which gave us gravel roads, railroads, etc., and 
consequently an enhanced value of property, although our loss 
has been great we are largely indemnified for the outlay. 
Since the organization of this county in 1851 there has been 
borrowed for original investment upwards of $570,000 in round 
numbers. Of this amount $200,000 was allotted to us at our 
separation from Huron and Bruce as our share of £125,000, 
borowed to aid in constructing the Brantford, Buffalo & Lake 
Huron Railway. When this road was merged with the present 
Buffalo & Lake Huron Railway all of this sum was swept 
away and lost. Of $88,000 borrowed for building gravel roads 
over $60,000 was lost. During those years that tolls were 
collected there was received from this source about $2,000 
per annum or a gross sum of $30,000. It is true these roads 
were given to the municipalities subsequent to removal of 
toll-gates, but without any consideration, leaving the county. still 
liable for the original debt. The old county buildings which cost 
$20,000, were at the end of 35 years written off as an asset. The 
sum of $120,000, voted in December, 1873, in aid of Stratford and 
Port Dover and Stratford and Huron R. R., never could be consid- 
ered as an asset ; it was a gift and is still to be paid. These, 
with $95,000 for new county buildings, $16,000 for the house of 
refuge, $30,000 to complete old gravel road disbursements, $7,000 
for South Perth registry office, $2,000 for registry office for North 
Perth, $4,000 for the old grammar school in Stratford, constitute 
the principal sums borrowed by this county since its organization 
in 1853. 

Subsequent to that period, when our first obligations were incur- 
red, certain payments in liquidation were made. With regard to 
those funds borrowed from the Municipal Loan Fund, amounting to 


$288,000, neither principal nor interest was paid for several years 
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prior to the distribution by the Government. In 1873, when a 
settlement was made, our actual debt amounted to $437,000. 
‘This pressed heavily on our people. Rates levied by the county 
were extreme, For more than one year great sums were collected. 
Still our debt was increasing and something had to be done. 

The Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald on his retiring from the 
premiership, left in the treasury of Ontario available funds 
amounting to $3,000,000.00. Oliver Mowat, who eventually 
became first Minister, proposed to divide this large surplus 
amongst those municipalities who had aided railways or in other 
directions had contributed to the development of the province. 
Perth County was indebted to this fund in the sum of $288,000, 
with several years’ interest accrued, $200,000 of this amount was 
a grant to Brantford and Lake Huron Railway, entitling our 
county to a share in this distribution. The Government had for- 
mulated a plan of granting $2,000 per mile where aid had been 
previous to a settlement being effected, Mr. D. D. Hay presented 
reports dealing with county liabilities. In 1873 a delegation com- 
posed of Robert Jones, Warden, Thomas Ballantyne, and William 
Davidson (present county clerk), were appointed to interview the 
Government in relation to qur share of this fund. With them was 


given to railways. This seemed fair and equitable. In those years 


associated the late Andrew Monteith, county treasurer, and 
member for North Perth in the Local Legislature, who rendered 
valuable service. The whole of this delegation were able men, 
and formulated a most ingenious plan of their own for a settlement. 
While the Government had decided on granting $2,000 per mile, 
the delegation considered such a plan as unfair—and that any dis- 
tribution should be based on the funds lost, and not on the amount 
originally loaned. To enable the reader to understand this 


ingenious plan, we give an extract from the report: ‘For 
instance, in the Government calculation we found Brantford set 
down as assisting the railway to the extent of $500,000 and Strat- 
ford $100,000, while the former in reality only aided to the amount 
of $139,000, and the latter about $11,000. Brantford, like our- 
selves, took stock in the same company to the amount of $100,000 
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and lost the whole. They, however, contracted a second loan of 
$400,000, $40,000 of which was left for the’ payment of interest 
and sinking fund; the balance was advanced to the Buffalo & 
Lake Huron Railway, on the security of its bonds, which they 
afterwards sold and realized in cash nearly $322,000, so that they 
only lost the amount above stated. Stratford realized $89,000 on 
their bonds, and lost only the above amount. We may here state 
that the number of miles from Fort Erie to’ Goderich is 161, which 
at $2,000 per mile would be $322,000 for the whole road. Deduct- 
ing the amount which Brantford and Stratford had realized for 
their bonds made $829,000 the total amount lost, and which 
. amount would be the basis of adjusting the allowance, instead of 
$1,278,000 taken by the Government in the calculations referred 
to in the foregoing schedules, and which instead of giving twenty- 
five cents on the dollar actually lost would be 39% cents, or 
instead of this county receiving $50,000 it. would be $80,000, 
which $30,000 additional, when interest is calculated and com. 
pounded annually for 19 years would be $70,000 of a difference 
between the two calculations, and would further reduce our 
indebtedness that amount.” The delegation succeeded in securing 
the adoption of this plan by the Government, thus liquidating in 
this transaction $150,000 of our county debt. We would advise 
any of our readers who may be interested in such matters to peruse 
this most elaborate and exhaustive report, which will be found in 
the council proceedings of 1873, June session, page 19. This is 
by far the most ingenious and logical paper ever given to the 
council, and well merited a vote of thanks, introduced by Mr. 
Trow, for the distinguished services of the delegation. From this 
Period our liabilities were gradually reduced, notwithstanding 
those amounts voted to the Stratford & Huron Railway, and the 
cost of county buildings. In 1888, our total debenture debt was 
$250,000, During 1892 further liabilities were incurred for erect- 
ing the house of refuge, which is our last loan obtained for special 
improvements. 
At present our liabilities are being largely reduced without any 
additional taxation being laid on the people. According to the 
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last auditors’ report our debenture debt amounts to $203,400 
Meantime the house of refuge debentures are being paid annually 
as they mature. A sinking fund amounting to $8,000 yearly 
(which now amounts to $33,000) is being set apart to meet county 
buildings and railway debentures as they mature. The present 
actual debt, therefore, of this county, after deducting those 
amounts at credit in the sinking fund, will not exceed $170,000, 
or somewhat less than it has ever been since its organization. We 
may feel assured, therefore, that the beginning of the end is near, 
and in a very short time a final cancellation of our whole indebted- 
ness will have passed into history. 

In 1896 we reached a period in our political life termed by the 
” By an Act of the 
Legislature the constitution of county councils was entirely changed, 


warden in an address, ‘‘almost revolutionary.” 


and representation by reeves and deputy reeves was abolished. 
This Act made provision for constituting a court to divide the 
county into districts or small constituencies, for electoral purposes, 
two representatives being sent from each as members of the 


board. No. 1 was composed of the township of Wallace and the 
town of Listowel; No. 2, townships of Logan and Elma ; No. 3, 
the townships of Hibbert and Fullarton, and the town of Mitchell ; 
No. 4, the townships of Blanshard and Downie ; No. 5, the town- 
ships of North and South Easthope ; No. 6, the townships of 
Ellice and Mornington, with the village of Milverton. At the 
December session in 1896, Mr. Thomas Ryan, warden, delivered 
a farewell address to the last county council of Perth elected 
under the old Act of 1850. We submit a synopsis of this address, 
asa fair embodiment of the feelings of a certain section of our 
people regarding this change. In a paragraph the warden finely 
and truthfully says : “To accomplish all this (referring to the 
progress of the county) required work and perseverance, and the 
success is largely attributable to the sturdy pioneers. The men 
comprising the early councils should not be forgotten. They had 
difficulties to contend with and obstacles to overcome, and it is 
fitting that this, the last meeting of the last council under the 
existing law, should contribute to the memories of those who 
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have passed away some eulogy in appreciation of their efforts in 
early years, and to those who are still living who served from 
thirty to forty years ago, a few of whom we may here mention, 
viz., David Cathcart in 1856, D. D. Hay in 1860, P. R. Jarvis 
and John McDermott in 1861, Abraham Davidson in 1862, Thomas 
Stoney in 1864, George Leversage in 1866, Hon. Thomas Ballan- 
tyne in 1867, and the present clerk, William Davidson, in 1868, the 
latter having been present at every meeting for twenty-nine years. 
We extend the hope that those who are still remaining with us, 
though in the sere and yellow, may be spared for many years, 
though many of them have passed the allotted term of life.” To 
this band of old municipal veterans the historian will add the name 
of Andrew Monteith, who was in harness continually for a period 
of over forty years, 

‘The warden says further in another part of his address (indicat- 
ing’ that he is breathing an atmosphere of sad farewells) in 
opposition to this measure that : “This council has already 
expressed by a unanimous resolution that the change is not a 
desirable one, and asking for its repeal as soon as convenient to 
have it done. I might be induced to favor a reduction in the 
number of representatives, but I cannot but look with disfavor on 
the probable disfranchising of a rural municipality, as may be 
under the new law, and shall hope before long to see the statute 
so altered that we will be represented here from each municipality 
by the head thereof. The plea put forth in favor of the change is 
not founded on fact, that of preventing a system of what is known 
as /og-volling ; such of late years has not been known to exist.” 

While this may be true, it is equally true that as early as 1865 
the council expressed a desire by resolution of the board for 
reducing the number of representatives. Such resolutions, re- 
peated subsequently, indicate that in their opinion fewer 
tepresentatives would be sufficient to protect the interests of the 
people. There should, therefore, be no fault found in giving effect 
to those feelings so unequivocally expressed. As to the method 
adopted by government, in their wisdom they considered it right. 
The county council when the period of dissolution came thought it 

5 
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was wrong. The government from disinterested motives reduced 


the representation. The council from interested motives desired 
no interference. The impartial student of municipal history will, 
we think, endorse the action of the government. He will do so 
for several reasons. 1st. Because the Municipal Act contemplates 
no other form of taxation under its provisions than a direct tax 
on property. 2nd. In that case representation should be based on 
taxable substance in proportion to its value and not on population, 
the plan that formerly existed. To elect representatives on a 
basis of population gave excess of power to the proletariat, giving 
them control for municipal expenditure of the property of those 
holding larger estates, To illustrate this, a town or village paying 
a tax of $2,000 for county purposes may have a population 
sufficient to entitle them to three representatives at a county 
board. Another municipality, from its greater wealth, may be 
asked to contribute $5,000, but because of its smaller population 
would be entitled to only two members. It is clear, therefore, 
that a municipality with a greater number of ratepayers and 
smaller taxable property will control a richer municipality with 
smaller population and greater taxable property. This principle 
we hold to be antagonistic to the spirit of equal rights character- 
istic of municipal law, and the present Act removes a long existing 
evil by arranging districts so that the taxable substance will 
control to a greater extent the hand that marks the ballot. 

While this excellent measure may have had, and still has, its 
opponents, it might be well for us to consider, in the event of 
a further change being made, whether it would not be better 
rather than increase the representation, to reduce it still further. 
We are inclined to think the latter would be to our advantage. 
‘There is danger under the existing law that in case of an equal 
tion, two representatives from one district might be found in 
opposition to each other. It is hoped, however, that this question 
will not be left to county commissioners, but in all cases shall be 
decided by a court of practical men residing outside of county 4 
limits. It is argued also by opponents of this measure that the 
standard of ability in local councils has been lowered by with- 
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drawal of our ablest men to county boards. While this may be 
flattering to the commissioners, the statement has no foundation in 
fact. Able men are not peculiar to any age or period ; neither are 
they all made into county commissioners. Progressive young men 
are taking the places of those older Gamaliels at our township 
poards, and in this county, thus far, they have no reason to be 
ashamed of their records. 

In 1835 the first parliamentary election in the district was held, 
Captain Dunlop and Col. VanEgmond being candidates. Dunlop 
was elected. Although a Tory, he was opposed to the Family 
Compact in Toronto. ‘This clique, aided and supported by the 
Governor, devoted their energies and their talents to promoting 


their own material interests as far as possible at the expense of the 
province. This county at that period had half a dozen voters who 
walked to Goderich and recorded their votes, one half in direct 
opposition to the other, and both, of course, in the interest of good 
government. It is said that the hustings for the nomination was 


thrown down and burned the evening previous to that event by a 
set of jolly boys who were not favorable to, or rather did not care 
for, either party. Ah, those were grand old days when a gentleman 
could be a gentleman and exercise his prerogative as a free citizen 
by burning the hustings or helping out the phrenological develop- 
ment of a prosy candidate by the application of a stout cudgel ! 
In 1841 Dr. Dunlop was again a candidate, being opposed by 
James McGill Strachan (son of Bishop Strachan), a lawyer in 
Goderich. The doctor, as the result of a protest, was declared 
elected. In 1844 Dunlop, who had in the meantime been appoint 
ed superintendent of canals, was succeeded by William Cayley, 
who defeated Mr. Longworth, an old officer of the Canada 
Company, In 1851 Mr. Cayley was defeated by Mr. Malcolm 
Cameron. This was the last contest in the United Counties. 
Previous to the next election in 1854 Perth had become an 
independent county, and was now entitled to send a member to 
Parliament. On this occasion the candidates were T. M. Daly, 
who was inclined to support the Reform side, and Mr, Alexander 
Mitchell of Shakespeare, who was defeated. At the general 
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election of 1857, Mr. Daly, who was now a very pronounced 
Conservative, defeated William McDougall by a large majority. 
In 1862 the Hon. Michael Foley was elected, defeating Mr. Daly 
Mr. Foley was also elected for Waterloo at this period, and 
chose to sit for that county, when another contest took place for 
the vacant seat in Perth. In 1863 Mr. Robert McFarlane, a 
partner of the late Judge Lizars, compelled Mr. Daly to retire, 
although the majority against him was not large. This was the 
last election previous to Confederation in 1867. In accordance 
with that change, Perth was divided into north and south ridings, 
each returning a member to the House of Commons at Ottawa, 
and a member to the Legislature in Toronto. The north riding 
was composed of the townships of North Easthope, Mornington, 
Wallace, Ellice, Elma, Logan, and the towns of Stratford 
and Listowel. The south riding comprised the townships of 
Blanshard, Downie, South Easthope, Fullarton and Hibbert, with 
the towns of St. Marys and Mitchell. These boundaries have 
been changed, however, as party or political exigences demanded, 
each party transforming the constituencies to suit its own purpose, 
a most iniquitous system and a disgrace to Canadian politics. 

At the election of 1867 for the Commons, in the North Mr. Daly 
was defeated by Mr. James Redford, while Mr. McFarlane carried 
the South against Mr. T. B. Guest of St. Marys. The election 
of 1872 again brought Mr, Daly and Mr. Redford into the field for 
the North, Mr. Daly on this occasion being elected. In the South, 
Mr. Kidd was defeated by Mr. James Trow of Shakespeare. In 
consequence of an event known in Canadian politics as the Pacific 
scandal, the House was dissolved in 1873. In the new election 
Mr. Trow was elected by acclamation for the South, and Mr. 
Andrew Monteith defeated Mr. Redford in the North. This elec 
tion was protested and declared void, when Mr. Monteith tried 
the issue with Mr. James Fisher of Stratford, the former being 
again elected. In 1878, memorable as the first contest at the 
inception of the National Policy, Mr. James Fisher again contested 
the North with Mr. Samuel R. Hesson, the latter being elected. 
In the South, after an exciting contest, Mr. Trow defeated Dr. 
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Hornibrook of Mitchell. Mr. Hesson was again elected in 1882 
against Robert Jones of Logan, and again in 1886 over Dr. John- 
son of Millbank, but was defeated in 1891 by Mr. James Grieve of 
Mornington. At the election of 1896 Mr. Grieve was defeated by 
Mr. Alexander F. MacLaren of Stratford, who was again elected 
over Mr. George Goetz of Ellice in 1900. In the South, the 
election of 1882 found Mr. Trow opposed by Mr. T. B. Guest of 
St. Marys, the latter being defeated. In 1886 he was opposed by 
Mr. Sharp of St. Marys, the latter being defeated. The election 
of 1891 brought Mr. Trow and Mr. Sharp again into the field, the 
former being elected. On a protest this election was declared 
void. At the by-election Mr. William Pridham of Fullarton, was 
Mr. Trow’s successful opponent. In 1896 Mr. Pridham was op- 
posed by Mr. D. W. Erb of Downie. At this contest an 
independent candidate was placed in the field, in the person of Mr. 
James Donald of Blanshard, Mr. Erb being elected. In 1900 Mr. 
Erb was again opposed by Mr. Pridham, the latter being defeated 
by a small majority. 

‘The elections for the Legislature of the Province have been 
characterized by the same variable results to both parties. At the 
first election after Confederation, in 1867, the candidates in the 
North riding were Andrew Monteith and D. D. Hay, Mr. Monteith 
being elected by a large majority. In the South, Mr. Trow de- 
feated Mr. Donovan, a Toronto lawyer. In 1871 Mr. Guest de- 
feated Mr. Trow in the South by a small majority, Mr. Monteith 
defeating Mr. Thomas Ballantyne in the North. Mr. Monteith 
during this parliament resigned to contest the seat for the 
Commons, when another election was held, Mr. Daly defeating 
Mr. James Corcoran of Stratford. Mr. Hay and Mr. Daly were 
again the candidates in 1875, the former being elected by a good 
majority. In the South, Mr. Ballantyne opposed Mr. George 
Leversage, the latter being defeated. Mr. Ballantyne held the 
seat up till 1894, having in the meantime defeated Mr. Jacob 
Brunner, Mr. W. R. Davis on two occasions, and Mr. George 
Leversage a second time also. In 1894, however, Mr. Ballantyne 
was defeated by Mr. John McNeil, an independent candidate, by a 
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small majority. Since this election Mr. Ballantyne has not again 
been a candidate. The election of 1898 brought into the field two 
new candidates, in the persons of William Caven Moscrip, a law- 
yer of St. Marys, and Mr. Nelson Monteith, a Downie farmer. 
Mr. Monteith was elected by a majority of 14 votes. A scrutiny 
was demanded by Mr. Moscrip, on the ground of an irregularity 
in printing the ballots, which on a recount before Judge Barron 
were declared for Monteith, but whose decision was reversed by a 
higher court in Toronto. Mr. Moscrip took the seat. Mr. 
Monteith protested the election and the seat was declared vacant. 
In the meantime Mr. Moscrip had accepted a position in Stratford, 
when Mr. Valentine Stock, a merchant of Tavistock, was brought 
out against Mr. Monteith, the former being defeated by a small 
majority. In the North, at the election of 1879, Mr. Hay was 
opposed by Mr. John McDermott of Wallace, Mr. McDermott 
being declared elected. On a recount being demanded by Mr. 
Hay a scrutiny of the ballots reversed the decision and Mr. Hay 
was declared elected. In the next contest Mr, Hay was defeated 
by Mr. George Hess of Listowel, who held the seat till the elec- 
tion of 1890, when he was defeated by Dr. Ahrens of Stratford, 
This election was declared void and another contest took place 
between Mr. Thomas Magwood of Mornington and Dr. Ahrens, in 
which the former was successful. In 1894 Mr. G. G. McPherson, 
Q.C., of Stratford, contested the seat with Mr. Magwood and was 
defeated. Mr. Magwood held the seat till 1898, when he was 
defeated by Mr. John Brown of Stratford. At the next contest, in 
May, 1902, Mr. Stock was elected in the South over Mr. Nelson 
Monteith, and Mr. John C. Monteith defeated Mr. Brown in the 
North. 2 

Of the gentlemen who have contested or held seats in this county 
Messrs, Daly, Andrew Monteith, Hesson, McDermott, Magwood, 
MacLaren, Guest, Sharp, Pridham, Davis, Leversage, Dr. Horni- 
brook, Kidd, Nelson Monteith, and John C. Monteith were Con- 
servatives, and Messrs. Ballantyne, Hay, Foley, Fisher, Corcoran, 
Moscrip, Trow, Stock, Brown, and McFarlane were Liberals. 
Mr. McNeil, who was formerly a Reformer, and Mr. Robert Jones, 





POLITICAL NOTES 69 


who was a Conservative, ran as Independents. Mr. James 
Donald was also a Reformer, now Independent. 

‘The population during ten years subsequent to 1830 made but 
little increase. At the first census in 1852 it had reached 15,545. 
In 1870 this had again increased to 46,536, the largest increase 
ever made in any one period. In 1889, or twenty years afterwards, 
the population reached its highest point in our history, being 
49.184. During the next ten years it had receded, as in 1899 the 
total population returned by assessors was 48,544. ‘The census of 
1901 gives a result still lower. This decrease has taken place in 
the rural municipalities, the City of Stratford having largely in- 
creased during the last twenty years, with also a slight advance in 
several towns and villages, In the chapter on agricultural evolu- 
tion I have pointed out what in my opinion has been the cause of 
the retrograde movement in our rural population, 

While every corner of this county may now be said to be densely 
populated, material prosperity has kept pace with the progress 
made in other directions. According to a report issued by the 
Bureau of Industries for Ontario in 1899 real property was assessed 
at, $26,000,000, and personal property and taxable income at 
$600,000 more. These figures are but an approximation, and to 
ascertain the actual value of real property in the rural districts at 
least 15 per cent. may be added. In the matter of personal 
property and taxable income the amounts returned by assessors 
afford no indication of its real value whatever. In assessing this 
class of farm property abuses arising from imperfect valuations 
and the difficulty of arriving at exact liabilities affecting it led to 
an abolition of this tax several years ago. Those amounts set 
down as being the value of personal property and taxable income 
do not represent stock and appliances used by the agriculturist, 
but rather the personality of those callings and occupations closely 


connected with agricultural communities. While our population 
has receded, taxation per head has slightly increased. In 1899 the 
townships for all purposes were taxed $5.31, towns $7.08, villages 
$3.63, city of Stratford $9.07. The average taxation in 1899 
amounted to $6.39 per head, and in 1889 $5.74. 
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Although representatives in this county have been extremely 
conservative in their retention of some of the officers, their con- 
duct in connection with others has been characterized by * 
inconstance and fickleness. We subjoin the names of those officers 
appointed by the county council and their period of service up to the 
present time, To obviate repetition, the names of those composing 
the council board may be ascertained by reference to local municipal 
history, where reeves and deputies are given. 

For warden in 1851, the provisional council elected Sebastian 
Fryfogle as the first to hold that office in this county. In 1852 
William Smith, Downie, provisional council; 1853, William Smith, 
Downie ; 1854, William Smith, Downie; 1855, William Smith, 
Downie ; 1856, T. B, Guest, Blanshard ; 1857, Alexander Hamil- 
ton, North Easthope ; 1858, A. B. Orr, Stratford ; 1859, Alexander 
Grant, North Easthope ; 1860, Andrew Monteith, Downie ; 1861, 
William Smith, Stratford ; 1862, Andrew Monteith, Downie ; 
1863, Andrew Monteith, Downie; 1864, Andrew Monteith, 
Downie ; 1865, Thomas Ford, Fullarton ; 1866, Thomas Ford, 
Fullarton ; 1867, Thomas Ford, Fullarton ; 1868, Thomas Stoney, 
Stratford ; 1869, Thomas Stoney, Stratford ; 1870, James Trow, 
North Easthope ; 1871, Robert Jones, Logan ; 1872, Thomas 
King, Hibbert ; 1873, Robert Jones, Logan ; 1874, Robert Jones, 
Logan ; 1875, William Davidson, Fullarton ; 1876, William 
Davidson, Fullarton ; 1877, William Davidson, Fullarton ; 1878, 
William Davidson, Fullarton ; 1879, John McDermott, Wallace ; 
1880, Valentine Kertcher, Mornington ; 1881, Jacob Brunner, 
Downie ; 1882, William Fletcher Sanderson, Blanshard ; 1883, 
Thomas Knox, Elma; 1884, James Dougherty, Mitchell ; 1885, 
Thomas Knox, Elma ; 1886, George Leversage, Fullarton ; 1887, 
George Leversage, Fullarton ; 1888, Alexander McLaren, Hibbei 
1889, W. B. Freeborn, Mornington ; 1890, John McMillan, North 
Easthope ; 1891, John Schaefer, South Easthope ; 1892, Andrew 
Kuhry, Ellice ; 1893, George V. Poole, Wallace ; 1894, John A. 
Hacking, Listowel ; 1895, Tom Coveney, Logan ; 1896, Thomas 
Ryan, Hibbert ; 1897, Nelson Monteith, Downie ; 1898, James 
Torrance, Milverton ; 1899, Thomas E. . Hay, Listowel ; 1900, 
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William Fletcher Sanderson, Blanshard ; 1901, James Dickson, 
Elma ; 1902, Charles Merryfield, Logan. In 1878 Mr. William 
Davidson resigned the office of warden to accept that of county 
clerk, and Mr. Robert Keyes of Logan was elected for the balance 
of the year as warden. 

The county of Perth has had two clerks only during its munici- 


pal existence of over fifty years. Stewart Campbell was appointed 


by the provisional council in 1851, and held office continuously, 
excepting one year (when Mr, McDonald was appointed) till 1878, 
Mr. Campbell was a careful and efficient officer, and some of the 
older local clerks, several of whom are still left, well remember 
the jovial, happy-looking man with whom they met in the old 
county buildings. from old age, Mr. Campbell was 
compelled to retire and was succeeded by the present clerk, Mr. 
William Davidson, then reeve of Fullarton, who had occupied the 
warden’s chair for the fourth consecutive year. Mr. Davidson had 
a long training for this position and a wide knowledge of munici- 
pal business—perhaps in advance of any other public man in the 


Mr. J. C. W. Daly was appointed provisional treasurer, holding 
office during the period of that body. On completion of the 
county organization he was followed by Mr. Alexander McGregor, 
who held office for eleven years, In 1865 Mr. Andrew Monteith, 
who had been warden for three previous years, was appointed and 
held the position until the time of his death in 1896, a period ex- 
tending over thirty years. Mr. Monteith was succeeded by Mr. 
George Leversage, reeve of Fullarton, who discharged the duties 
till his death in 1900. He was succeeded by Mr. George Hamilton 
of Sebringville, school teacher, who had taught in the village for 
a period of twenty-five years. 

The office of school superintendent was first held by the late Dr. 
Hyde of Stratford, who succeeded Charles Fletcher, district super- 
intendent. In 1856 Dr. Hyde tendered his resignation, and was 
succeeded by Rev. Thomas McPherson, also of Stratford. Mr. 
McPherson held the position till 1859, when the county was 
divided into six districts, and local superintendents were appointed 
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for each, Rev. Mr. Smith of St. Marys was appointed for district 
No. 1, being the township of Blanshard ; Rev. Thomas McPherson 
for No. 2, composed of North and South Easthope; Rev. E. 
Patterson for No. 3, Downie and Ellice ; Rev. Mr. Hamilton for 
No. 4, Logan, Fullarton and Hibbert ; Rev. Alexander Drum- 
mond for No. 5, Mornington and Elma; Rev. Mr. Drinkwater 
for No. 6, township of Wallace. The remuneration allowed 
inspectors was $5.00 for each school per annum, This system 
continued till 1871, when the School Act was amended and one 
inspector appointed for the whole county. This new plan has been 
attended with good results and productive of much improvement 
in our public schools. The late William Alexander, who was first 
inspector, discharged the whole duties for this county during a 
number of years, when it was divided into two districts of North 
and South. Mr. Alexander retained his position for the North, 
and John M. Moran, a teacher in Stratford schools, was appointed 
in the South. This arrangement continued only for a short time, 
however, when both were re-united under the inspectorate of Mr. 
Alexander, who held the position most acceptably to all parties 
until his death. Subsequent to the death of the old inspector, 
Mr. William Irwin, who was a teacher in Listowel, was appointed 
for the united ridings. For further remarks on schools see chap- 
ter on education. 

‘The office of jail surgeon, a place of more dignity than emolument, 
has during fifty years been held by many medical gentlemen of 
Stratford, and is characterized by a sort of itinerancy, the late Dr. 
Shaver retaining the position for a much longer period than any 
others honored by this appointment. The present jail surgeon is 
Dr. Dunsmore of Stratford. If, however, the position of jail 
surgeon has been like a moveable feast on the calendar, the audit- 
ors, who hold a most responsible position, like the dove sent 
out from the ark, can be said hardly to find a resting place for 
their feet, every year nearly making a change. Mr. James Jones 
of Mitchell is the only auditor who may be said to have had any 
permanence in the position, having held the office for a number of 
years. Mr. MacBeth of Milverton, appointed in 1901, is the col~ 
league of Mr. Jones on the board. 
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CHAPTER V., 
EDUCATION—PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


In that struggle which characterized pioneer life at its outset, 
when men in the bush fought the battle manfully against want, 
they had no sooner mastered the difficulties of their situation than 
they began to make provision for educating theit children. While 
their own dwellings were of the most wretched kind, their daily fare 
coarse and unpalatable, when comfort (as we understand it) w 
unknown, and pleasure was found largely in a hope of better days, 
the measure of their solicitude regarding the education of their 
offspring was full to overflowing. Nearly all settlers in this 
county were old country people, where facilities for the poor 
obtaining even a small modicum of learning could be said hardly 
to ex Humble as their lot had been in the old land, humble as 
it was in the woods, they felt that even in their lonely walks of 
life a little knowledge of books would have been useful, not only 
to enable them to pursue their vocation more intelligently, but it 
would also have been a source of pleasure where none other could 
be obtained. It is therefore not surprising that we find old records 
indicating that the first taxes levied on the ratepayers were largely 
for the establishment of schools. For example, in Downie the 
first hundred pounds ever collected, under the Act of 1841, was set 
apart, sixty per cent. for education and forty per cent. for improve- 
ment of roads. On referring to the reports of pathmasters in 1842, 
where a graphic description is given of the condition of our high- 
ways, we cannot but admire that pluck and determination of those 
old settlers, who, although they were in danger of losing their 
oxen on crossways or in mud holes, so resolutely clung to the idea 





76 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


that their children must be educated. It is proper to state also 
that the first dollar of money ever borrowed by any township in 
this county was borrowed for the purpose, not of building roads, 
nor of constructing bridges, nor of carrying out those improve- 
ments which would enhance the value of property, but largely for 
building schoo! 

It appears to be a matter not of sufficient importance that we 
should trace formations, alterations or extensions of the school 
sections in this county. Beyond giving an idea of the trend of 
settlement it is of little consequence, as a matter of history, 
whether a certain lot was added to a section or its limits extended 
by any particular council or in any particular year. It is desirable 
to know, however, the number and character of buildings provided 
for educational purposes at the various stages of development in 
Perth County, as indicative of that marvellous progress made 
during the last fifty years. At what time the first school was 
erected it would be difficult to say. This ly occurred pre- 
vious to 1840, that period being stated by some of our loci 
historians. In the eastern portion of Downie and that district 
comprising parts of North and South Easthope a number of set- 
tlers had located previous to 1835. During that year, if not at an 
earlier period, J. J. E. Linton had opened a private school near 
Stratford, Mrs. Linton teaching another in North Easthope, which 
were undoubtedly the first schools in this county. 


In an excellent paper published by Judge Woods of Stratford, 


which contains much important information regarding school 
legislation in Upper Canada, of which we are availing ourselves in 
this chapter, he has overlooked one or two historical points 
regarding the formation of school sections in the district surround- 
ing Stratford. 

At the first meeting of the district council for the counties of 
Huron, Perth and Bruce, holden at Goderich, the eighth day of 
February, 1842, in pursuance of an Act of the first session of the 
first provincial parliament of Canada, passed in the fourth and 
fifth year of our Sovereign Lady Victoria, and entitled ““An Act to 
provide for the better internal government of that part of this 
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province which formerly constituted the Province of Upper Canada, 
by the establishment of local or municipal authorities therein,” 
William Dunlop, Esq., M.P.P., warden, we find it was : 

“Moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Helmer, that South 
Easthope be divided into two sections as far as lot 36 inclusive— 
that the first division extend from the Wilmot line to lot 15 
inclusive, line of division north, Huron Road, and on the south, 
Zorta. The second division is to include lot 16 and lot 36, lines 
of division, Huron Road and Zorra.” While these divisions may 
not seem perfectly clear, they are copies of minutes, At the same 
meeting it was : 

“Moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Sebring, that the 
townships of Fullarton, Downie and Ellice form a school section, 


beginning at lot 6 inclusive of Fullarton; then east to lot 9 


inclusive of Downie ; then from lot 19 inclusive of Ellice to the 
line between Logan and Ellice, the north line of the division 
to be the unoccupied lands, and the south line to be the township 
of Blanshard.” 

“Moved by Mr. Helmer, seconded by Mr. Galt, that the town- 
ship of North Easthope be divided into three school sections, as 
follows : viz., rst. Commencing at the Wilmot line, west to lot 
11 on the Huron road, north to the boundary line. 2nd. Com- 
mencing from lot 10 to lot 21 on the Huron road, north to the 
boundary line. 3rd. Commencing from lot 20 to lot 37 on the 
Huron road, north to the boundary line.” 

“Moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Sebring, that lot 7 
inclusive to lot 18 inclusive to the unoccupied lands, and that the 
first concession of Downie, embracing lots 7 and 18, be a school 
district.” 

“Moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Chalk, that the Gore of 
Downie from lot 6 in the third concession to Zorra line be a school 
district.” 

It was further moved by Mr. Daly, seconded by Mr. Chalk, that 
from lot No. 1 to 18 in the second concession of Downie, both 
inclusive south to Blanshard, be a school district. 

The foregoing school sections were certainly the first to be 
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formed in what is now the county of Perth, It is unfortunate 
that the records extending from this meeting up to 1847 are 
lost, and, that except where reference may have been made to 
them in subsequent proceedings of the board, we have no informa- 
tion regarding their operations. Between 1842 and 1847, however, 
alarge number of school sections south of the Huron road were 
organized, and that mass of legislation under the Act of 1841 and 
extending on down under the Act of 1850 in greater or less volume 
to our own time, had begun to accumulate, The trend of new 
settlements and a continuous advance of the pioneer deeper and 
deeper into the forest led to constant changes in boundaries of 
those districts as laid down by Mr. Daly and those associated with 
him. Whenever a backwoodsman of more adventurous spirit 
than others penetrated along a creek or small rivulet, it may have 
been miles beyond his nearest neighbor, his location at once be- 
came the nucleus of a new settlement. Thither came others from 
time to time until a number of families were settled near each 
other. This little community at once constructed a log school 
house in a spot most convenient to all. Where progress was so 
rapid as we find it to have been in many parts of this county these 
arrangements could only exist for a short period. The limits of 
every settlement were constantly extending until the first building 
was found to be located in a place entirely unsuitable and incon- 
venient to the majority. Then a change would have to be made. 
As wealth accumulated in the townships, boundaries of old 
sections were constantly being circumscribed, and additional school 
districts formed out of portions of those already existing. This, of 
course, brought the schools much nearer to the children, who were 
enabled with less hardship to avail themselves of these provisions 
set apart for their education. These changes led to great excite- 
ment amongst those particularly affected, in their efforts for and 
against such movements, and were a source of annoyance and 
embarrassment for many years to municipal councils. During 
later years certain machinery has been provided by the Public 
School Act, constituting a court of enquiry regarding such changes, 
and whose recommendations became a basis of alterations in 
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boundaries of union sections. This court is a great improvement 
on the old system, in so far as it acts independently of any 
consequences at next election, which may or may not affect to some 
extent the decision of a township councillor in matters of this 
kind. 

Having thus outlined the establishment and formation of school 
sections on general principles, it will be well to glance at the Act 

elf under whose provisions these changes were brought about. 

These school districts were organized under and by authority 
conferred on the district council by an Act, 5 Victoria, chapter 18, 
passed in 1841. All previous Acts relating to education were 
repealed, and this Act may be said to be the foundation of our 
present school system in this province. 

This Act provided for (rst) a, permanent fund for common 
schools, (2nd) $200,000 to be granted to a common school fund, 
(jrd) the appointment of a superintendent of education, (4th) 
making the district council a board of education with certain 
defined powers, (5th) enabling townships or parishes to elect five 
common school commissioners, with duties defined in eleven sub- 
sections, one of which was to relieve poor persons from pay- 
ment of teachers. Another is to see to matters generally, and 
report. It is specially set forth that the teacher must be a subject 
of Her Majesty by birth or naturalization. In accordance with 


authority given by section 5, as above, the first commissioners in 
Perth were elected in 1842, for Stratford and surrounding district. 
This board was composed of the five following gentlemen, who 
were chosen at a meeting held in the school house, Stratford, on 
the third day of January 1842 :—William Smith, James Monteith, 
John Gibb, Samuel Robb and Arad Priest. In 1843 the same 
commissioners were re-elected. 


Section No. 11 is a distinct recognition of a principle in school 
legislation which has caused much discussion in latter years under 
the constitution of separate schools. In this section there is a 
clear and indisputable affirmation of that principle where it says :— 
“Provided always, and be it enacted that whenever any number 
of the inhabitants of any township or parish professing a religious 
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faith different from that of the majority of the inhabitants of such 
township or parish shall dissent from the regulations, arrange- 
ments or proceedings of the common school commissioners, with 
reference to any common school in such township or parish, it 
shall be lawful for the inhabitants so dissenting collectively to 
signify such dissent in writing to the clerk of district council with 
the name or names of one or more persons selected by them as 
trustee or trustees for the purpose of this Act, and may establish 
and maintain one or more school or schools and receive their pro- 
portion of the moneys appropriated by law. 

In 1846 was enacted 9 Victoria, chapter 17, enabling trustees to 
hold school lands as a corporation. By section 6 the council of 
every district was empowered (1st) to appoint superintendents, 
and (2nd) to divide townships into school sections. This latter 


clause, however, was simply an extension of power already granted 
by the Act of 1841, by authority of which Downie, North and 
South Easthope and Fullarton were divided into school sections 
by the council in Goderich. District superintendents were em- 


powered to prevent “the use of all unauthorized foreign school 
books in the English branches of education and to recommend the 
use of proper books.” A school section being formed, three 


trustees are to be elected at the first school section meeting in 
January in each year (sec. 28), the landholders and householders 
to be electors. Section 32 provides that separate schools may be 
established for Protestants and Roman Catholics in any locality. 
Subsequent to 1850, when our present Municipal Act was intro- 
duced, the local boards appointed school superintendents, the first 
of whom was Alexander McGregor, for those districts around 
Stratford. Previous to 1850 superintendents of schools were 
appointed by the district council in Goderich ; and such has been 
the predilection of some of the old municipal clerks for concealing 
names, that I was unable to discover that of district superintend- 
ent until I was informed by an old settler. I may state here that 
one local clerk, who held the position for at least four years, 
never during that period gave the name of a single representative 
officer in his municipality. In the county of Perth we find as local 
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superintendent the names of Alexander McGregor, Rev. Mr. 
MuPherson and Rev. Mr. Patterson, both of Stratford, one a 
Presbyterian and the other an Anglican, and William Rath, Esq-, 
PLS. of Mitchell. In 1871 the School Act was further amended: 
the office of local superintendent was abolished, and the county 
Gouneil was empowered to appoint a county inspector of schools. 
‘This change was an improvement on the old order of things, in 
that it secured greater uniformity in school work. Moreover, 
Since the inspector devoted his whole time to his official duties 
etter results could be obtained than were possible under the 
former plan, where the inspector's time and attention were divided 
between two such diverse duties as preaching and school 
supervision. 

A few years after this change the county was divided into 
North and South Perth, and two inspectors were employed. This 
continued only for a short period, however, when the two 
inspectorates were again united, and have remained so ever since. 
Subsequent to Stratford being separated from the county for 


municipal purposes and erected into a city, inspection of the city 
schools was withdrawn from that of the county, and an inspector 


appointed in their own interest by the city council. 

If we examine closely into the principles underlying the public 
school system of this country they will be found in many respects to 
resemble those of the Scottish parish school, introduced by John 
Knox, the Scottish reformer. When he had completed his work 
of reformation in the church, by an infusion of democratic vitality 
and vigor into the parched and dried body of a dead spiritualism, 
he saw that the lifeblood of that system he had inaugurated must 
be kept up by the product of the schools. He, therefore, introduced 
into his own country what may be said to be the first school 
system in the world. He saw, also, that to derive the greatest 
amount of good from his new plan it would have to be broadened 
out to meet and bring within its limits all classes and conditions of 
people. Any system of education which cannot be made available 
to all, must necessarily deprive the state of a large portion of 
intellect, which, if developed and strengthened in a free school, 

6 
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might be a great factor in the extension of its power and influence. 
Who can say in what strata of society the diamond may be found ? 
And for fear that any gem may be lost, the state does well to test 
them all? 

The principle upon which Knox proceeded in his educational 
methods was based on this idea, that the state represented all the 
people, arid in its actions should promulgate only such legislation 
as would be of interest to all the people. To a full development 
of this plan it was necessary, therefore, to establish a school in 
every parish, A grant of public money was made for their 
maintenance, This was supplemented by a tax on all property in 
the parish, Altogether a rate of from ten pence to one shilling 
and three pence per month was charged for each pupil. Poor 
people could send their children to be educated without money and 
without price. The trustees were land owners in the parish, or 
their representatives, who superintended the whole, exactly as 
trustees in a Canadian school section. There was this difference, 
however, that the office of trustee descended by heirship along 

ith the estate, This trustee board employed the teacher, who 

as removed only for breach of trust or bad conduct. It was in 
advance of our Canadian system, in that a teacher’s residence was 
always provided. Precaution was taken that only properly qua 
fied men should be placed in these schools, as every parish school- 
master had to be a graduate of a university. This parish school 
was a combination of what in Canada is the public and grammar 
school. It was graded, and the teacher moved his pupil gradually 
upward from the first through the intermediate forms to the 
classics, where he left off to enter the university, It is true 
academies and grammar schools existed in Scotland, but they 
were not a part of the national plan of education. Many of those 
seats of learning were most valuable, and were established and 
conducted by educated men as private schools. 

If the system of parish schools set up by Knox in Scotland was 
correlated with the genius of that people, it was found also in 
accord with the progressive feeling of Canadians. The proletariat 
of Scotland are not, and never were, republican, though they are 
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‘eminently democratic. The political cast of our electorate in this 
country is exactly similar. Both people believe in a monarchical 
form of government, resting on a foundation of democracy. In 
the parish school was inculcated a sense of equality, regardless of 
social, political, or religious influence. In Canada it is the same. 


If a boy is too poor to pay a fee for his education, let him come; 
it will cost him nothing. If he is too poor to obtain suitable 
garments to wear, let him come ; the parish will clothe him. If 
he is too poor to even get food to eat, let him come; the parish 
will feed him. It is to the eternal honor of Knox's plan that the 
moment such an one as we have described passed through the 
portal of a school room then all social distinction ended, and that 
only of the God-given quality of mind began. A poor, ragged 
boy, with gaunt form and hungry-looking eye, may be the lion of 
his class, and on his shoeless feet stand conscious of his superiority 
as Dux. The son and heir of the Laird may have his place as 
booby, where he stands conscious of an abiding continuity, in 
monumental evidence of the superior flesh-forming qualities 
arising from a plenteous ration of whey porridge and braxy. 

When Dr. Ryerson, the great architect of Canada’s school 
system, visited Europe in quest of material for completing his 
educational scheme (the influence of which in Canada no man can 
ever measure), he found the old parish school was the only method 
at all suitable to the views of the Canadian people. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that our schools were modelled largely on 
the Scottish plan, with such modifications and extensions as those 
new conditions obtaining in this country demanded. Those of our 
readers who may be desirous of extending their enquiries into the 
principles of the two systems will find a striking analogy even in 
many of the details. 

Before leaving this part of our subject we may be permitted to 
point out with what zealous care both countries watch over their 
schools. Although the old system of Knox was planted amongst 
a people gross, vicious, stubborn, and the most turbulent in 
Europe, in a turbulent age, it grew as something indigenous to 
the soil. Its roots sank deep, and twined around the affections of 
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the nation. When the unfortunate Mary, Queen of Scots, lost 
her head, it had become vigorous. During the regency in her 
exile, it did not suffer. While England lost one church and 
gained another, it was still extending its influence. When Scot- 
land's King left Holyrood, never to return, it was putting forth 
new leaves. In the heat of that terrific persecution, when the 
sanctuary of the Auld Kirk was dashed to earth, and the worship 
of God was a stolen privilege amidst heath, heather hills, and 
misty solitudes, it was still gaining new life. When the blood of 
a British King had imbrued British hands, and a stranger was set 
on Britain's throne; when the last of the Stuarts had died an 
, far from his native land, and a foreigner was crowned in 
estminster, the old tree still flourished. It was not, therefore, 
till a seed from this ancient stem had been planted in Canada by 
Dr. Ryerson for a period of two score years, and amid: our 
Canadian woods had grown to be a stout sapling, symmetrical 
and robust of form, that the venerable parent stem in Scotland 
was cut down, and a twig containing the old blood wedded to the 
vigour of Canadian youth, was planted in its stead, where, as the 
national school system of Great Britain, it is now spreading in a 
form worthy of such illustrious parentage. 

If the people of Scotland were jealous of their school system, 
the Canadians were equally so of theirs. It will be remembered 
that in Ontario, a few years ago, the then Minister of Education, 
Hon. G. W. Ross (who, by the way, was by far the greatest man 

party had in its ranks), introduced a new school book. This 

If was trifling, and could have led to no disastrous 

consequences. It met, however, by a perfect storm of 
disapproval from a large section of our people, and so far-reaching 
its results that it nearly displaced the Government a few 
years subsequently. While those amendments made to the School 
Act may have been various during the last fifty years, they have 
not affected to any great extent its great general principles. 
Changes in school buildings and premises throughout the county, 
indicating steady and solid improvement during that time, have 
been very marked. Although of late years inspectors have been 
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authorized, under certain amendments to the Public Schools Act, 
to compel trustees to provide suitable buildings and accommoda- 
tions in order to secure a more efficient management of our 
schools, this power has rarely or never been enforced. It is 
creditable to our people that in a majority of cases school buildings 
provided by voluntary taxation were, for a considerable period, in 
advance of the homes of the pupils who attended them. 

‘The pioneer schoo! house, rude and uninviting as it appeared, was, 
as a rule, more comfortable than the trough-roofed shanty that 
stood amongst blackened stumps on the concession road, dignified 
by the name of a clearing. Those old schools were built of logs. 
‘An area of 18x26 feet would be considered an average size ; the 
floor of boards, where they could be obtained, and roofed with oak 
clap-boards or soft elm bark. A roof formed of bark was durable 
and effective against rain, but in winter afforded little protec- 
tion from snow. Its walls would be erected by the settlers in one 
day and were of that character peculiar to all log buildings, a 
description of which will be found elsewhere. The clat and clay 
work was done in the most approved style, that is, the finger 
marks made in applying soft mud to the openings between the 
logs were all in geometrical lines, indicating that it was designed 
for educational and not for domestic purposes. There are those 
in this county who will remember that when they reached school in 
the winter season, before they could make their way in they may 
have had to effect an entrance otherwise than by the door, and 
clear the snow out. Like the shanty, log-school architecture did 
not change, remaining always the same. It was a low building, 
whose end elevation (towards that direction where a road would 
some day be) invariably contained the door. On each side were 
two windows and at the end farthest from the doorway was erected 
achimney. In this part of the room was also a low platform, on 
which stood the teacher's desk and chair. From this throne he 
could overlook those mischievous boys sent out to school, and 
exercise an authority as potent as if he were Emperor of all the 
Russias. Arrangements in the interior for the convenience of the 
children were simple, and such as might be expected in a seminary 
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whose external appearance was not prepossessing. In its side 
walls holes were bored and wooden pins inserted. Across these 
pins boards were laid, forming desks, which were occupied by those 
pupils who were more advanced. In front of these desks were 
benches made of slabs, supported on pins inserted in auger holes 
made at each end. Across the building were other benches placed 
parallel. The pins supporting the front rows were short, form- 
ing low seats for small scholars. Each row was supplied with 
longer pins than that in front, thus elevating the seats one 
above another as they extended backward. Along its walls were 
hung a few cards with large alphabetical letters and a lonely map 
or two that seemed to have lost their way in the woods and 
crawled into this old school for shelter. In a certain section of 
Blanshard, after a long discussion at an annual meeting, there was 
obtained from the department in Toronto a globe about the size of 
a croquet ball, which, opening in the centre, displayed the eastern 
and western hemispheres. This addition to their school apparatus 
was considered a marvellous acquisition, placing that school in 
the front rank of our educational system in that township. There 
was no well except a hole dug in the woods; there were no 
closets ; there was no school yard, or rather the whole section may 
have been said to be a school yard, since it all formed a portion 
of that illimitable forest. 

During summer the boys made sad havoc with those geometri 
cal lines in the clay which filled the spaces between the logs, in 
order to improve ventilation with the least amount of scientific 
application, This mode of securing fresh breezes (in the warm 
period), laden with the aroma of the cedar swamp, had its 
disadvantages in winter, What if trustees did visit the premises 
in late autumn with a supply of glass and putty ; with spade and 
shovel to bank up the bottom logs! What if they did laboriously 
close up those apertures which the boys had with all due diligence 
opened in summer and would with all due diligence open again 
when next summer came round! It was usually late in the fall, 
and the work was imperfectly done. In winter, when a cold, 
biting frost had made strange fretwork on stream and window 
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pane, with a temperature far below zero, the children had a 
practical illustration of this fact, that what may be a great good 
tinder certain conditions may be a great evil under others. That 
ventilation which had been so desirable a few months previous was 
now insufferable. Shivering children would then gather around a 
great box stove, which stood near one end of the room, plied with 
food until it was red hot in every part. With hands and feet 
outstretched towards its glowing sides they vainly endeavored to 
find warmth and comfort, which a chill wind whistling in between 
logs and at the sagged windows rendered impossible. 

‘When such were the conditions under which children of our 
old pioneers received their mental training, these circumstances in 
connection with their teacher were uncomfortable indeed. He had 
one advantage, however, in his profession ; he had variety in his 
home life. If variety is the spice of life, then the lives of those 
old teachers must indeed have been spicy. In other words he 
poarded round amongst the settlers, his period of location with 
any one family being in proportion to the number of its pupils 
attending school. 
¢ aspirations of these old schoolmasters were of a different 
character to those who occupy such responsible positions in our 
schools of to-day. While young men and women in this profes- 
sion now make it a stepping-stone to other positions (not to higher), 
the old teacher remained in it until those whom he had trained 
came forward with more energy and pushed him aside. Although 
the standard of qualification was not so high in those days as it 
now, many of the pioneer schoolmasters were men of culture 
and well grounded attainments. Not infrequently well educated 
and of good family in the old land, they came to this country, as 
many like them did, without any of those qualities which alone 
could give them success in a new settlement. Prospects of being 
able to obtain a living when everything seemed against them 
prompted them to seize with avidity an opportunity of humble 
independence in the teaching profession. It was better to be the 























recipient of a small stipend and board around, even when the 
cuisine was composed of beechnut pork and potatoes, than not to 
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board at all. Old teachers in this country, fifty or sixty years 
ago, were largely of this class, and took up the ferule with profit 
to themselves and certainly with advantage to the people. Subse. 
quent to 1850 their condition was improved, in that they had 
regular boarding places and were paid a stated annual salary. 

The standard of their certificates, however, remained about the 
same until 1865. A new regulation was introduced at that period 
recalling all the old certificates, Since the introduction of Dr, 
Ryerson’s system, education had made considerable progress both 
in Canada and the United States. During that period, therefore, 
several of those more advanced ideas from across the border had 
naturally crept into Canada, and were fast being incorporated into 
our own system. It was necessary for a maintenance of 
efficiency in our schools that all new masters should be able to 
teach on more progressive principles. Examinations were, there- 
fore held, demanding a different standard of attainment from those 
formerly required. This had the effect of removing from the pro- 
fession a large number of the old men, and enhancing the 
remuneration of those who were able to remain. 

For a number of years after this weeding out process, a scarcity 
of teachers rapidly enhanced the remuneration paid for their ser- 
vices. In Blanshard as high as $600 per annum was paid to com- 
petent men. This order of things continued until 1885, when the 
highest point may be said to have been reached. Since that time 
salaries have been steadily decreasing until a year or two ago, 
when a change took place. At present the compensation paid to 
an average teacher is $376 for males and $280 for females. 

Since 1865 a higher standard of certificate has been imposed 
from time to time—not, perhaps, for the purpose of securing 
better teachers, since a high class certificate does not neces- 
sarily imply greater adaptability for teaching, but with a hope 
of relieving to some extent the crowded condition of that 
profession. This policy of the department appears so far to be 
ineffective. Its only perceptible result has been a closer applica- 
tion by the student, in order that he might overcome the greater 
obstacle in his way. So the wheel moves ‘on year after year, 
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turning out in undiminished numbers young aspirants for this 
honorable calling. 

It is asserted, and with some degree of truth, I believe, that an 
increasing number of females graduating from our high schools, 
all proposing to earn a livelihood as teachers, is largely respon- 
sible for a depreciation of salaries, These young aspirants, 
anxious to take up the work, have adopted the execrable principle 
that to succeed they must begin by offering their services at lower 
rates than those they intend to supplant. This plan of securing 
positions is not a desirable one, for the laborer is always worthy 
of his hire, and for his time should receive fair and reasonable com- 
pensation. It establishes a bad precedent as well. According to 
this system an aspirant, who has been successful in obtaining a 
situation, will be likely to lose it in the same way at next term by 
a younger applicant. Be this as it may, it is a question now for 
our people to consider whether sufficient remuneration is paid to 
induce efficient service from those already engaged. Will it induce 
capable young men and women to enter the profession, or will it 
retain those already entered? If not, then let those who have the 
education of the rising generation in charge see to it that a great 
and irreparable injury is not done to those whom nature has made 
dependent upon us, and who cannot in any way help themselves. 

Whatever may be our ideas regarding compensation paid or 
work done by the teachers of this county, or, indeed, of Canada, 
there can be only one opinion of that high moral tone which per- 
vades the whole profession, from its humblest member to those 
who sit in its high places. Among thousands of teachers in this 
country, the greater number of whom are passing through a period 
of their lives that is considered the most reckless, a case of gross- 
ness or improper conduct is rarely known. That these young 
people, drawn from all classes of the community, should preserve 
so high a standard of morality is most honorable to themselves, 
and their influence for good must have a decided effect in the 
schools over which they have been called upon to preside. 

Notwithstanding every effort made by old settlers to provide 
school buildings and apparatus for a proper education of the 
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children, a report of the superintendent of schools for 1849 is some- 
what pathetic and doleful in its description of the condition of 
things prevailing at that period in Huron, Perth and Bruce. In 
this report Mr. Fletcher says: ‘To attempt to teach geography 
without proper maps requires only to be named to men of intelli- 
gence to be pronounced an impossibility, and yet I do not know 
that there is a complete set of large school maps in any common 
school in the United Countiés, and this is but a specimen of the 
destitution of which I speak. In many cases there is not even 
tolerable furniture for writing ; and when these evils are joined 
with the low standard of qualification of the great majority of the 
teachers employed, it must be obvious that the instruction given 
to our youth is of a very inferior kind. I have no hope that 
proper apparatus will be speedily procured, unless a small rate 
be laid on school sections for that purpose, and we cannot obtain 
a better class of teachers until better remuneration draws men 
of education into the field, and the dread of being paid in district 
debentures be removed.” 

“My chief difficulty has been with the school fund. The balance 


of £58, 138., 2d. of the assessment of 1848 is still due by the 
treasurer, and consequently wtih the exception of £13, 11 
which I have advanced out of my own private means, that bala 


still due the teachers for that year.” 

“At the last meeting of the district council it was also decided 
that should the Canada Company pay their portion of school 
money in debentures, the treasurer be instructed to pay it to the 
superintendent in cash, as the teachers had suffered so much 
already from their payments having been made in debentures. In 
conformity with this decision I called on the treasurer for the 
money, who stated the amount of the wild land tax, but said he 
had not the cash wherewith to comply with the decision of the 
council. In this case I also applied to the warden, and I am con- 
strained to solicit your best exertions to procure the cash.” 

“The Government grant for the year 1848 amounted to £422, 
11s., 5d., but it was paid in debentures, the Bank of Upper 
Canada charging 14 per cent. discount. The whole of this part 





EDUCATION—PUBLIC SCHOOLS or 


of the fund has been paid except the sum of £5, 10s., 7d., appor- 
tioned to school section No. 2, South Easthope; the teacher of 
that section being an alien could not receive Government money.” 

“Respectfully but earnestly requesting the council to use their 
best exertions to put me in possession without delay of the above 
mentioned sums, that the teachers may be paid their salaries so 
Jong due and in the only form that can supply their wants. I have 
the honor to be, etc.” 

In an auditors’ report for the United Counties for 1844, 1845 
and 1846, a balance was left in the hands of the superintendent 
amounting to £19, 16s., od. 

According to the detailed statement of 1847, the teachers in 
what is now the County of Perth had received the following pay- 
ments :—James Sheldan, Ellice, £3, 5s.; James Izard, South 
Easthope, £12, 10s.; P. McLellan, North Easthope, £6, 12s, 
James Trow, £6, 12s.; A. Amoss, £6, 12s.; A. Amoss, £5, 
tos.; Gordon Meighan, Blanshard, £5, 118., 334d.; James 
Sheldan, Blanshard, £2, 16s.; W. F. McCullough, Stratford, 
£17, 38, 3d.; H. Hamilton, Downie, £12, 7s., 7d.; R. Henley, 
Downie, £6, gs., 9d. This account is certified to by George 
Fraser and T. B. Woodliff, auditors, and dated Feb'y 5, 1848. 
The total sum received by the superintendent for 1847 was 
£1119, 148., 334d., of which amount £307, 9s., 434d., was 
provincial grant, and £777, 58, 6d., grant from the district, the 
balance coming from other sources. I believe this is the earliest 
statement to be found regarding our schools, the records covering 
a period extending from February, 1842, to February, 1848, being 
lost, as stated elsewhere. At the latter meeting of the council a 
large number of new sections were formed in the southern part of 
the United Counties. I have been unable to discover any data 
which would indicate the remuneration paid teachers for their 
services. The salary of the superintendent, I find, was fixed by 
by-law, passed on the rith day of February, 1848, at £100 
currency per annum. 

In no department is the progress of this county more distinctly 
marked than in educational improvement. If the condition of our 
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teachers is not all that could be desired, they are certainly far 
removed from those circumstances set forth in the quotation we 
have made from Mr. Fletcher’s report. From that period when 
Mr. Daly and his associates in Goderich formed the first sections 
in North and South Easthope in 1842, up to 1871 a great change 
has taken place. In the latter year, according to the first report 
of Mr. William Alexander, school inspector for this county, the 
number of sections in Perth was 101, while the total amount 
expended for schools was $42,823. 
received $30,619, the balance being for buildings and appliances. 
The average annual stipend paid to male teachers was $331, 
and for female teachers $243. The total number of children 
attending school was 11,479. This result would certainly be 
gratifying if it were not that in this county at that time 1,012 
children of school age did not attend school at all. The highest 
average salary paid to a male teacher was in Fullarton, where 
it amounted to $374 per annum, while the highest paid to 
females was in Ellice, $272 per annum. The number of brick 
school buildings was 21, of which 7 were in Blanshard. Build- 
ings of stone were 7, of which 3 were in Downie. Frame buildings 
numbered 46, of which Mornington had 7 ; log buildings 27, 
Elma and Wallace having 6 each. We note also that in 1871 thi 
county had 85 Sabbath schools, with 4,181 scholars and 486 
teachers. The report issued by Mr. William Irwin in 1901 shows 
marvellous changes to have taken place, particularly in our school 
population. From his statement of that year it appears that our 
total number of schools has increased to 111 and expenditure to 
$69,157, of which sum the teachers received $38,622, the balance 
being expended on buildings and appliances, excepting such small 
amounts on hand as were retained by trustees. Male teachers are 
now in a minority, numbering 57, with 62 females. The highest 
lary is paid in Fullarton, amounting to $500 per annum. The 


average salary paid to males is $376, and for females $280 per 


annum, without board. Since the old days there is a marked im- 
provement in school buildings. The log school house is now seen 
no more. In our several municipalities there are reported 77 brick 
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buildings, 10 of which are in Blanshard and an equal number in 
Logan. Of stone there are 5, 3 of which are in Blanshard. 
Frame and concrete 29, Mornington and North Easthope having 5 
each. The greatest change, however, occurs in school population. 
While it is pleasing to note that the number not attending any 
school has fallen from 1,012 in 1871 to 18 in 1gor, it is a marvel- 
lous circumstance that children of school age in this county, 
notwithstanding an increase in population during that period, has 
decreased from 11,497 to 6,618. Whatever may be the cause of 
this state of affairs, the most ordinary observer will deplore this 
fact, that while our advanced education and higher civilization 
have been productive of great good in raising our people to a 
higher plane, surely it has not been an unmixed good. It appears 
to have set human nature at defiance in a decreased birth-rate. 
This condition of affairs will destroy home life, in which lies the 
safety of the state, It will destroy the fine affections and sym- 
pathies of our nature in bringing about an absence of those 
objects which are constantly appealing to them. This is a grave 
social matter, which neither religion nor moral philosophy will 
ever be able to solve, I fear. 

We believe that in a progressive county, such as Perth, these 
changes will be constantly operating until our system of school 
sections becomes superseded by one graded school in each muni- 
cipality. The advantages arising from this plan would be very 
great. Economically it would place on an equitable basis all 
taxation, and make those privileges which ought to, but do not, 
exist, nor cannot exist, under our present method, equal to all. 
Our existing school law, excellent as it is in several of its details, 
has outlived many conditions its promoters designed it should 
serve. There is no other law on the statute book of Ontario, 
held to be an epitome of equal rights, in which there is less 
equality than in the School Act. That principle exists in theory 
only, not in practice. 

When one pupil has to walk two miles to receive exactly the 
same mental training that another pupil receives by walking a few 

“ yards, there is certainly no equality. A pupil near a school may 
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attend every day ; the pupil at a distance pays for a privilege that 
climatic conditions prevent him from making available. There 
are, perhaps, no two sections in this county contributing the same 
amount in support of this privilege, which should be equal to all. 
No ratepayer has a right to pay a higher tax than another rate- 
payer, where both properties are equally rated in assessment. At 
present scarcely any two pay alike, even if rated the same. The 
Legislature has recognized this anomalous condition, and enacted 
an amendment to the School Act, enabling an equitable rate to be 
levied in rural municipalities for school purposes, which to a 
limited extent rectifies the evil. In a section where a small village 
may have sprung up, the charges on farm lands in support of a 
school are often oppressive. 

Our present system must be held responsible, to a great extent, 


for that continuous exodus of farm boys from agricultural life. 
While we have no sympathy with the doleful whine constantly 
emanating from many well-intentioned and decent people on this 
question of boys leaving the farm, yet a system of education 


calculated to retain young, energetic boys and girls on our conces- 
sion lines would be an advantage. As it is at present, they pass on 
from the country schools into the high schools in town. Now, the 
family circle is broken. Home influence may linger in their hearts 
for a time, but new scenes, new companions, new friendships 
grow up like weeds around them, choking out recollections of 
home on the old farm. ‘‘Old Bob,” on whom they rode after the 
cows in the morning, is forgotten, or remembered only shame- 
facedly as a passing thought. The old dog, too, is careless of his 
record at the wood-chuck’s hole, and lies in a dwame of sleep on 
the verandah. The boys are away to the high school, and he is 
dowie without his companions. Their environment, their asso- 
ciates, their aspirations are suddenly changed. Their financial 
support is still drawn from the old farm, and they have the advan- 
tages peculiar to centres of population. The light of their young 
life beams on them ; they are too young to know of its shadows. 
Town seems to their innocent minds to be the ideal place in this 
world, and that quiet spot in the country suffers by comparison. 
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In all too many instances, when a boy has worn shining shoes on 
a granolithic sidewalk, his neck ornamented with a high collar 
and a low tie, his hands in kid gloves, and his hair banged a la 
mode, whatever may be his success at a high school, the chances 
are he will return to the old farm no more. 

A graded school in each township would largely, if not entirely, 
overcome these difficulties, Boys and girls attending a graded 
school, which, of course, would take the place of a high school in 
teaching the higher branches, would remain in their own homes 
under home influence. While they could meet with a large num- 
ber of other boys and girls from every corner of the municipality, 
the tendency in all communications would be, not to decry farm 
life, but rather to foster a desire for it. Where a pupil developed 
an inclination or an adaptability for other pursuits than agricul- 
ture, he could leave his township school for the university. ‘The 
tendency would be, however, for him to engage in farm life, as 
being the most independent, if not the most exciting, vocation. 
The best staff of teachers obtainable would be brought into 
requisition, Their remuneration would be such as to retain 
them in the profession. One building would suffice in place 
of many. Taxation for education would be equal for all. 
The privileges of all would be equal. The pupil who was 
distant from a school, being taken there in a comfortable 
conveyance, could not suffer. Impudence or gross conduct, 
profanity or other small vices, of which boys are sometimes 
guilty in going to and from school, could not occur. A 
small farm could be managed in connection with such an 
institution, with an observation plot and an experimental station, 
in each municipality, which would be of enormous benefit, not 
only to the pupils, but to the farmers themselves. A great saving 
would be made to many of the farming community who send their 
children to high school, preparatory to their entering the univer- 
sity. These are only a few advantages underlying this new 
system. The whole subject is one well worthy our most searching 
investigation and the earnest consideration of educationists in this 
country. The time appears close at hand when these changes 
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will be a factor in the social lives of our people. We feel, too, 
that a system of radial electric railways, of which we have already 
spoken in another part of this work, will largely affect the edu 

tional system in rural districts, and by affording easy and cheap 
transportation, will solve this great problem at an early day. 


Whatever may be the result, it behooves Canada to be on the 
alert ; her educationists must keep fully abreast of the times if 
this country is ever to be what we hope it will be, and what we 
believe nature has designed it should be,—a living force in the 
march of progress among the nations. 





CHAPTER VI. 
RoAps, 


Under ordinary conditions the highways of a municipality afford 
distinctive evidence as to the progressive or unprogressive methods 
of its people. As a man’s garments indicate his character to some 
extent, as the appearance of a farm is the reflex of the thrift and 
intelligence of its owner, so are roads in every section of country 
an infallible indication of that skill and industry put forward by 
those concerned in their construction. In a settlement where 
people are idle and unambitious, its highways afford abundant 
evidence of that fact. On the other hand, where settlers are 
determined to succeed, facilities for transportation occupy their 
attention as a means of enhancing their profits, the outcome of 
which is soon discoverable in the improvement of roads, 

In the history of every municipality there has been a period 
when good roads were practically impossible under the conditions 
obtaining in all new countries. Such was the case in Perth 
County sixty years ago, and for many years subsequent improv 
ment was a difficult task, and could only be overcome by constant 
Perseverance and severe toil. The first attempt at road making 
during old pioneer days was in opening the Huron road, extending 
from Wilmot to Lake Huron. This highway, surveyed in 1829, 
was considered a great achievement. 

It was not till 1832, notwithstanding Mr. Galt’s efforts, that ! 
this road could be considered passable even under favorable con- 
ditions, as far west ‘as Stratford. In the winter of 1831 contracts 
had been given to several parties for constructing bridges and lay- 
ing crossways in the great swamps through which it passed. 

7 
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These crossways east of Little Lakes were made by two brothers, 
named Cody, West of Little Lakes as far as the Avon in Strat- 
ford, the work was done by a person named Bronson. Cody 
brothers were paid $1.50 per rod for their work, and accepted 
land in payment at $1.50 per acre. Thus every ropd of corduroy 
in that section cost the Canada Company one acre of land, What- 
ever may be said as to the value of land, $1.50 obtained for 
constructing a rod of crossway was small remuneration indeed. 
West of the River Avon, as far as Seebach’s hill, this road was 
cleared by a person named Hull. From Seebach’s westward to 
Mitchell a German named Overholt was contractor. A good story 
is told of this gentleman and Col, VanEgmond, who had the 
contracts for the whole work. It appears a difference of opinion 
existed between them as to their agreement, Mr. Overholt demand- 
ing a larger amount for his labor than VanEgmend was willing 
to pay. After vigorous expostulations on both sides, Overholt 
threatened an appeal to the law. “Law,” replied his opponent, 
“there is no law here.” “Dot vas shust righdt,” responded the 
other, “if dere vas no law, dere vas no condemnashuns,” and he 
proceeded to demonstrate in a practical way the feasibility of this 
new doctrine. Whatever may have been the rank or standing of 
this old soldier of the empire, he soon found it better to call a truce 
than expose himself to summary jurisdiction by an irate Dutchman 
in the forests of Canada. 

Subsequent to the survey of this road and a range of lots front 
ing it on both sides, a further survey was made of the Gore of 
Downie in 1832. Passing through this section is the Embro road, 
at that period second in importance in Perth County. For a 
description of this leading thoroughfare we refer our readers to a 
report of Mr. Monteith, an overseer of highways in 1842. Upon 
completion of the survey of Downie in 1835 and 1839, this road 
was extended through Blanshard to a point where a few years 
later sprung up the village of Little Falls, now St. Marys. Rapid 
progress was subsequently made by this new trade centre, creating 
a heavy traffic over this highway, and it soon became one of the 
most important in the county. The Mitchell road, extending 
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through Blanshard to Mitchell, was not opened till 1844, and the 
Thames road a year later. The northern gravel road, extending 
from Stratford through Gadshill to Topping in Mornington, the 
Logan road, the centre road in Hibbert, the Mitchell road to 
Russeldale, the road extending from Shakespeare to Hampstead, 
were opened through priority of settlement rather than from any 
plan adopted by the Canada Company or municipal authorities. 

‘The system adopted in pioneer days for opening and making 
highways was undoubtedly the best that could have been put in 
practice under the circumstances. To have built. such roads even 
as then existed, by taxes levied, would have been impossible, or at 
least would have made progress extremely slow. There was no 
money in circulation to pay taxes, and the only medium current in 
interchanging commodities was energy and muscle. These quali- 
ties were at once laid under tribute and made available for tax- 
paying purposes, thus discharging a levy which could not have 
been met in any other way. This is the underlying principle of 
statute labor. It afforded a settler the opportunity of discharging 
an important obligation by work, which would have been impos- 
sible for him to do from his purse. To that part of pioneer 
belongings, the old adage was most appropriate : “Ex nihil, nihil 
Jit.” “Out of nothing, nothing comes.” 

The plan of forming road divisions or beats adopted by district 
councils subsequent to 1841 and modified, changed or extended by 
municipalities under authority of the Act of 1850, was at its incep- 
tion a great success, serving a useful purpose in its adaptability 
to conditions. The power vested in an overseer of highways, 
passing from one ratepayer to another in turn, added dignity as a 
natural sequence of authority, which was always appreciated, if 
sometimes abused. There was but little room for a divergence 


in opinions regarding such work as could be done in a new coun- 
try. A track was blazed by the surveyor where the roadbed had to 
be, and, unless insurmountable difficulties barred its way, on 
this line the highway was constructed. Roadmaking was begun 
by chopping and clearing the allowance marked for road purposes, 
making crossways through swamps, and building log bridges over 
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streams. This work required little skill and no scientific know- 
ledge. An overseer, or pathmaster, called out his men once in each 
year to pay their tax in labor, which consisted in simply chopping 
land logging a roadbed, Making crossways was a laborious part 
of the system, and even when construction was performed in the 
best possible manner it scarcely rendered passable mudholes nearly 
impassable before. There was this difference, however, that while 
a backwoodsman was in danger of losing himself and oxen in an 
unknown depth of mud, he incurred a risk of less degree on the 
crossway in destroying only his sled and breaking his limbs and 
the limbs of his oxen. Corduroy roads were peculiar to backwoods 
life, and, by a merciful intervention of fate, to nothing else. In their 
construction, logs from ten to fourteen inches in diameter were 
cut into lengths of eighteen feet, hauled into the roadbed by oxen, 
and laid close together parallel to each other across the roadway. 
‘A work of this kind was necessary in swamps only, which in early 
days were much more frequent, and of greater magnitude than 
could be realized by an observer of to-day. When the greatest 
care had been observed in placing these timbers as close together 
as possible, the interstices between them would be of such a 
character as to render dangerous any means of locomotion except 
to travellers on foot. After a year or two had passed away earth 














from the sides was thrown up as a covering, but soil from a 
swamp consisting of vegetable matter did but little to improve this 
wretched crossway. 

During eight or ten years subsequent to clearing a road allow- 
ance, no progress could be made and construction may be said to 
have been at a standstill. Great stumps yet remained, obstructing 
all efforts at improvement. These old relics of the forest seemed 
to defy time and tide, still holding the spot where they had 
stood mayhap for hundreds of years. A single narrow path- 
way for sled or ox-cart threaded its course here and there amongst 
logs, stumps, over great roots and knolls down into mudholes, 











over which a pair of oxen crept at a snail's pace, with a few bags 
of wheat to mill, or a trough full of black salts to trade at some 
grocery for such necessaries as would keep the wolf from the 
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shanty door. During autumn and in spring roads were impas- 
sable. Through this eternal mud, along an intricate passageway, 
amidst obstructions which defied almost every attempt at progress, 
the patient, overtaxed oxen slowly crawled on their weary way. 
At their heads trudged another ox, bending beneath his burden of 
unremitting toil. There was only this distinction between the 
biped and the quadruped he drove, he who stood erect had hope, 
the oxen none. So men are pleased to say. Such were the roads 
in pioneer days. 

It was not, therefore, till after the stumps had decayed, and they 
could be removed, that implements for grading were brought into 
requisition, This introduction of grading appliances also intro- 
duced differences of opinion amongst overseers regarding proper 
methods of road construction, which has been a source of conten- 
tion ever since. A want of regular system in roadmaking has 
been productive of great waste of labor, retarding operations 
by more effective methods, which might have been introduced 
by those whose knowledge was in advance of the ordinary 
settler. In looking back over his work during sixty years it 
is scarcely fair to the old pathmaster to say, if this is all you 
have accomplished your labor must have been largely wasted. 
It would be equally fair to say you have been purchasing imple- 
ments for your farm for a half century, still you have accumulated 
no more than is actually necessary, therefore your money has been 
wasted. There was a great good in the old system that cleared 
roadbeds, made crossways, built bridges, graded and gravelled 
roads without any scientific knowledge or particular skill. In this 
work of the old pathmaster, inexperienced as he was, we are not 
surprised that he did not do more, but rather that he has done so 
well. There, doubtless, has been a waste of labor for want of a 
uniform system, but not to the extent some would wish us to 
believe. 

During a period extending onward from our first settlement 
for eight or ten years there was no waste of labor, ‘Time was lost 
to some extent, perhaps, from this fact that beyond clearing a 
roadway no improving could be done. About 1865 a system of 
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gravelling by statute labor was introduced, since which there has not 
been a great waste, under these old plans, although far from being 
sati 'y. In the interregnum between the removal of stumps 
and completion of grading, the greatest waste of labor occurs. 
Opinions of pathmasters regarding construction operations were 
frequently far apart, much of the work done being of a temporary 
character. Culverts and bridges constructed with timber require 
frequent attention, and a new method was introduced with each 
new roadmaster. One overseer considers a roadway should extend 
from fence to fence, a distance of over sixty feet ; every man in 
his division is set to work with ploughs and scrapers and a piece 
of road is graded wide enough for an esplanade. His successor 
next season has entirely different views, and very properly, as he 
thinks, sets to work and destroys all that his predecessor had done, 
constructing a road well crowned in the centre. of perhaps eighteen 
feet in width. A third overseer comes into office who considers 
the former pathmaster made the road too high and too narrow, 
and he accordingly substitutes his own plan, destroying very 
effectively all that had been accomplished during two years pre- 
vious. Thus time moved on without much apparent improvement. 
Proper methods of drainage were not considered of sufficient 
importance to demand much attention, Culverts were all made 
of logs, and were a constant source of annoyance to the councils. 
A small bridge constructed in summer, of timber, frequently did 
not survive a winter's frost or a spring flood. When the fre: 
had passed away this piece of amateur work would very likel 
lying inaheap, preventing public traffic, and effectively choking 
the stream it was intended to convey. Wherever stone could be 
obtained results were about the same. In constructing stone 
culverts and bridges of moderate width, recourse was had toa 
dry stone wall, This was economical, but not less a failure, the 
whole structure, a short time subsequent to its construction, fre- 
quently falling a complete wreck, 

In 1854 a system of gravel roads was introduced by the county 
council, on which large sums of money were from time to time 
expended. On these roads toll-gates were erected, where certain 
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rates were exactei for keeping them in repair and reimbursing the 
council for its criginal outlay. The advantage arising from these 
roads soon became apparent to the settlers, who, as soon as 
circumstances would permit, adopted the plan of gravelling all 
township roads by statute labor. The result of this movement 
eventuated in all roads being in equally as good condition as toll 
roads, which soon suffered a serious diminution of traffic. 

While these progressive measures were being carried out the 
inadaptability of statute labor became apparent in another direc- 
tion, leading to inconvenience as well as waste of time and money. 
Nature in her operations had not made deposits of road material 
exactly where they should have been made in order to facilitate 
road construction on economical lines. Indeed, she had been some- 
what capricious in this department, storing her gifts in ridges and 
pockets frequently far apart. In those divisions, therefore, which 
were fortunate in having abundance of gravel easy of access, 
improvement in roads was rapid. In other sections, where they 
were far from these conveniences, improvement was languid and 
slow, Close proximity to a gravel pit led to heaping on of that 
material year after year, irrespective of traffic demands, until the 
roadbed was raised so high and narrow, that teams could only 
pass with difficulty and not without some danger. On the other 
hund, those divisions which were not contiguous to a gravel pit 
were in bad condition, otherwise their statute labor had to be 
largely supplemented by special grants from township funds in 
order to ensure their maintenance in reasonable repair, In the 
first case money and the roadway were both wasted, and in the 
second case funds granted to supplement statute labor were 
virtually thrown away, whereas by a proper distribution of the 
whole work it would have been found ample for all. 

But apart from these incongruities arising out of this statute 
labor system, the principle by which it was applied, and those 
methods adopted by municipal councils generally in arranging a 
scale of assessment applicable to every ratepayer, were (without 
Prejudice to the honesty and integrity of township officials) unjust, 
unfair and contrary to those principles which underly municipal 
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law. The very essence of that law in matter$.of taxation and 
representation is equality. It is an embodiment of democratic 
ideals reduced to practice and ina form which enters into our 
every day life. Wherever municipal legislation touches matters of 
taxation, it contemplates a uniform tax on property direct. There 
is no provision made for municipalities obtaining revenue by excise 
or inland revenue duties to any appreciable extent. Where 
authority is given to raise funds otherwise than by a direct levy 
on property, it will be found that such power is given to protect 
real estate already contributing to the municipal treasury. 

Such a scale of statute labor tax as that adopted by nearly all 
municipalities, set these important principles at defiance, and was 
certainly in contravention of all essential ideals of equality. 
It certainly discriminated between large and small property owners 
in a manner detrimental to those having small holdings, who were 
likely least able to protect themselves. Every day’s work was held 
to be equal to one dollar. Any scale of statute labor, therefore, 
which imposed three days, or their equivalent ($3.00), on a rate- 
payer assessed at $1,200, and nine days, or $9.00, on another rate- 
payer whose assessment amounted to $10,000 was clearly unjust. 
While these figures may not be exactly those adopted as a scale 
for statute labor, they are quite near enough those existing in 
many municipalities to illustrate the principle on which this tax 
was imposed. A great wrong certainly exists here, a wrong 
altogether indefensible, except on the score of expediency (a 
dangerous principle in legislation), but it is not the only bad 
feature of the system. A line of demarcation in ascending from 
one day’s work to another had to be drawn at some fixed amount 
of taxation, which in itself was a great hardship. Those property 
holders assessed to say $1,200 had three days’ labor. A neighbor 
on an adjoining lot, assessed at $1,205, was liable to four days, 
the line fixing the number of days being drawn at the former 
amount, and an increment of five dollars above entailing an 
additional day, and so on throughout. It will be noted, therefore, 
from these figures that an arrangement of this kind made the 
assessor arbiter of a considerable portion of municipal taxation. 
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By raising a ratepayer’s assessment in so small a sum as five 
dollars, near the line of differentia fixed by by-law, he could add 
to or diminish his taxation one dollar per annum. By this means, 
it is apparent, he could affect the taxation of a municipality to a 
great degree, a power neither the Assessment nor Municipal Act 


ever intended he should control. 

These inconsistencies and unfair conditions in working the 
statute labor system of taxation were quite apparent to municipal 
councils for a.number of years before any one was bold enough to 
suggest a more equitable plan. Discussions at township nomina- 
tions had been kept up with animation and spirit in many 
municipalities without any solution of the difficulty, and while 
numbers objected, none appeared able to point out or formulate a 
better plan. Those aspirants to a seat at the board, who had 
advocated certain measures to supersede that already in operation 
while not in power, if they were elected, became at once reticent 
and temporizing in their conduct. Their plans, like Bob Acres’ 
courage, oozed out at their finger ends, when the mantle of 
responsibility was laid on their shoulders. 

It was not, therefore, till the Government appointed what is 
now known as a “Good Roads Commissioner of Highways,” in 
the person of Mr. A. W. Campbell, that those arguments affect 
ing statute labor began to take form and effect. Repeated 
admonitions from this officer seemed to be like the vertebrae in an 
anatomical figure that hold integuments in position until the force 
of cohesion evolves a new body. Blanshard, in Perth county, was 
first to move. Although discussions had been held from year to 
year regarding a change, it came more rapid at last than its most 
sanguine promoters expected. The council of 1899 were nearly 
all young men, which to some extent may account for so rapid a 
realization of this new system, It was a bold stroke, therefore, 
when at their first meeting they, by a single motion, declared that 
the abolition of statute labor was a fact, and that in Blanshard the 
old plan of roadmaking, which had been in force for sixty years, 
had outlived its usefulness, and was now only a relic of a past age. 
This motion was no embodiment of a half measure. It declared 
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and established abolition as a correct principle. Commutation 
would not have removed the difficulty of unfair taxation, as set 
down in the scale of statute labor, to which reference has been 
made. Abolition transferred all expenditure on highways levied 
as a labor tax into ordinary disbursements, the demands for which 
would be discharged by a fair and equitable assessment, or rate of 
taxation levied on all rateable property in the municipality. 

This innovation in Blanshard was followed by Downie, which, 
however, during one year, did not abolish but only commute, 
thus “retaining the old injustice in a new form. Abolition 
has now been adopted in Downie. Fullarton has also abolished 
statute labor. Other municipalities in Perth are still on the 
old plan, 

So radical a change, in an old established system, could not be 
carried out without giving offence to a portion of the electorate, 
who were affected by its operations. To remove from a tree an 
old branch which, though displaying evidences of failing vigor, 
still retains much vitality, cannot be accomplished without 
disturbing the parent stem, from which it draws its life sap and 
sustenance of its being. This fact remains, however, that where 
abolition has been introduced, although it has met with opposition, 
the great mass of our people are satisfied and would not revert 
to their old methods. 

For constructing roads and bridges in a municipality, councils 
may adopt one of these methods : First, by statute labor ; second, 
by commutation ; and third, by abolition, all roads being maintained 
by the general fund. Regarding the first, as all are sufficiently 
acquainted with its operation, no explanation is necessary, further 
than to point out its unfairness. In the Municipal Act’a scale is 
laid down for performance of statute labor, imposing a certain 
number of days on each ratepayer in proportion to his rateable 
property. Authority is given by this Act to municipal council 
enabling them to vary this scale, insuring a more perfect adapt 
ability to local conditions. Nearly all councils have availed 
themselves of this privilege, each authorizing a scale for its own 
convenience. In Blanshard, as fairly representing this system of 
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a statute labor tax in a modified form, the subjoined scale will 
illustrate the injustice of this principle = 
‘A ratepayer owning 300 acres of land, performed 13 days 
“ to Bag ae aoe ar 
“« i og. BE “ 6« 
“ “gm “ qo8 
A house and lot worth $250 “ at 
Land value in every case to be $50 per acre. 

By this scale, it is apparent, the burden of taxation 
enormously heavier on a poor man than on his rich neighbor. 
commutation at a fixed sum per diem, conditions remain exactly 
as before. During 1901, in Blanshard, disbursements for 
maintenance and improvements of roads under abolition amounted 
to 55 cents for each days’ labor applied under the old system. 
Under commutation, therefore, we obtain the following results 

00 acres 13 days at 55 cents per diem $7.15 
200 “ 10 & 5-50 
oor" er a “ G40 
ee ae 2 “ soe 
House and lot at $250 1.10 

According to this statement, which is the actual experience of 
commutation, we find a great discrepancy in taxation in favor of 
the large ratepayer, increasing in proportion as we descend in 
material wealth until we reach the house and lot, on whose owner 
rests the greatest burden. 

An equitable adjustment of this whole system is found in 
abolition, and it can exist in no other. By applying this principle, 
therefore, where all disbursements for roads are taken from a 
general fund set apart for improvements, an equal rate being 
levied and collected on all on basis of assessment, we find :— 

Amount levied on 300 acres $10.50 
& 200 acres 7.00 
100 3-50 
fA 5° 1.75 
House and lot -40 


These figures require no comment, as illustrating the practical 
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working of abolition methods in contradistinction to statute labor, 
and cannot fail to impress the reader with its equitable results to 
all sections of the people. 

During the last ten years great improvements have been made 
in road construction machinery. ‘The place of the old road scraper 
has been usurped by a more perfect implement, graders being now 
in use everywhere. This machine, which was moved formerly by 
horses, is now worked by a traction engine, a very great improve- 
ment on teams. It has been found to be more economical, easily 
manipulated, and will perform much more work in a given time 
than can be done by horses. In 1go1, a grader worked by horses 
in Blanshard improved fifteen miles of roadway at a cost of $19.00 
per mile, In 1901 the same machine worked by a traction engine 
improved thirty-five miles of roadway at a cost of $420.00 or 
$12.00 per mile, thus making a saving of $7.00 per mile, and with 
better results 

In Blanshard an innovation has been made in the character of 
material applied for maintenance of the leading highways. 
Repeated application of gravel has been found quite inadequate 
in forming a good roadbed, under a constant wearing by heavy 
traffic. Operating the road grader along the edges of the 
roadway, thus removing all accumulations of worn out material, 
is a decided improvement, producing an easy curve to the crown 
of the roadbed, affording an ample grade for superfluous moisture 
draining off to the water tables. By applying crushed stone to a 
road thus prepared, from twelve to fourteen feet wide, and four 
teen inches deep in the centre, if somewhat expensive, a durable 
and economical bed for heavy traffic is formed. 

When stone can be obtained this system, although it may fall 
short of those methods adopted by Macadam, will be found a great 
improvement on any former system of roadmaking pursued in 
this county. The cost of a road constructed in this manner has 
not exceeded in Blanshard $1,200.00 per mile, including rent of a 
stone crusher, and has been so satisfactory that its continuance 
will be carried on by the council until all roads over which pass 
heavy traffic have been reconstructed on this system. As to 
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making and keeping in repair highways in rural sections, this 
method of applying broken stone would be unnecessary. Traffic 
on these roads is comparatively light, and a moderate quantity of 
gravel applied annually, with an occasional application of the 
grader in maintaining a proper descent to the water tables, will 
be found quite ample in retaining them in a good state of repair. 

It may be asserted, however, that progress towards good roads, 
under any system, will be slow so long as traffic is moved on 
narrow waggon tires, now almost universally used. Even in 
sections constructed with broken stone, where drainage is fairly 
good, a number of heavy waggons passing and re-passing every 
day, soon cut the best material into parallel lines, thus forming 
recepticles for retention of water, so injurious to a roadbed. 
People seem to be very conservative in character regarding trans- 
portation facilities, and while marvellous improvements have taken 
place in agricultural implements and farm methods, the old narrow 
waggon tire remains the same. To compel all to use wide tires, 
by by-law, would be difficult. Any principle of coercive legislation, 


when it touches home life, is always looked on with suspicion, as 


an interference by a corporate body in what may be considered 
private matters, and has rather an irritating effect. Blanshard 
council, to overcome this difficulty, have, with a philosophy worthy 
of emulation by all municipalities, introduced a plan which will 
doubtless solve the problem of wide tires easily, cheaply and 
effectively. In order to change our present system of transport- 
ation on narrow tires, they are passing no coercive legislation, but 
have adopted a more plausible and philanthropic method in 
bonusing. Every ratepayer who procures a new vehicle to be 
used in heavy traffic receives from the municipality a premium 
of, say, $5.00, and for any alterations made in waggons already in 
use, a smaller amount. A claim made under this by-law, to be 
valid, must be based on evidence that the tires on which applicant 
is entitled to receive a bonus are not less than four inches in 
width. The concensus of opinion amongst our ratepayers 
regarding this important movement is strongly in favor of such 
a change, and its adoption can only be a matter of a few years. 
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While the introduction of broad tires and the application of 
broken stone would largely improve our roads, it may be that 
climatic conditions obtaining in this country would prevent, in 
some degree, that efficiency ever being attained which is so 
apparent in Europe. Climatic influences may seem more favour- 
able in Canada because of less rainfall, Still, in the British 
Islands, where the humidity is much greater than here, it is 
largely neutralized by a proper system of drainage in the road bed. 
In this country, where the temperature falls so low in winter, it 
will be difficult to overcome the deleterious effects of severe frost 
by any system of road construction. During spring, therefore, on 
all main roads, over which pass heavy traffic, the roadbed becomes 
spongy and soft, and under a constant stream of loaded waggons 
is seriously impaired. 

We believe, however, that the improvement of highways will be 
a matter of less importance in a few years than at present. There 
is no doubt that Perth County is on the eve of a system of electric 
roads radiating from business centres over leading highways, 

place a large amount of traffic being moved under 

sting conditions. By adopting the electric car in transporting 
farm produce it will be moved at less cost than at present 
over our best roads. This in itself would produce a large 
saving in making and repairing highways, which could be 
devoted to construction of telephones at convenient distances 
in rural sections, as well as furnishing electric light to those 
villages through which such radial roads may pass. By thus 
supplying a comfortable and commodious means of travel in 
rural districts at cheap rates, it would promote a desire amongst 
our people to avail themselves of such conveniences, thus 
destroying to a great extent the isolation of farm life. This 
would again improve the farmer’s social condition by bringing him 
into closer contact with those with whom it might be to his 


advantage to associate, thus broadening his views, extending his 
means of pleasure, by a promotion of those thoughts and amenities 
which make for the advancement and amelioration of the race. 

In this county are men and women still living and still vigorous 
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who followed the blaze into the trackless forest, and who may in 
the near future roll along that same forest path in a luxuriously 
appointed electric car, surrounded by all that can make life enjoy- 
able. 

Ah! Glorious ending to pioneer days! Ah! Marvellous 
progress ; inconceivable in so short a period of time, 





CHAPTER VII. 
JUDICIARY. 


Mr. Read Burritt, who practiced law in Prescott, and for two 
Parliaments had been a member thereof, was appointed the first 
County Court Judge of the County of Perth, He took the oath of 
office as Judge of the County Court on the 24th day of January, 
1853, before the late John J. E. Linton, then Clerk of the Peace, 

Mr. Charles Robinson had been about the same time appointed 
County Judge of the then new County of Lambton. These gentle- 
men exchanged places, and Mr. Robinson was on’ the 17th day of 
October, 1853, sworn in as Judge of the County Court of the 
County of Perth, and Mr. Burritt became Judge of the County 
of Lambton. 

Mr. Robinson tired of Stratford, and induced his brother judge 
to re-exchange and be as they were. Mr. Robinson continued as 
Judge of the County of Lambton until his retirement at a very 
‘advanced age about five years ago, and is now dead. In after 
years, when asked the reason for his returning to Sarnia Judge 
Robinson was wont (although a very temperate man), to tell at 
his own expense, that when he would be taking his toddy at night, 
or a night cap, when living in Stratford, he was disturbed by the 
frogs in the pond and in the surrounding neighborhood ; that he 
concluded he could not stand what seemed to him to be the whole 
brute creation singing : “The Jooge is tronk!” ‘The Jooge is 
tronk!” ‘The Jooge is tronk!” (‘The Judge is drunk !” 
“The Judge is drunk!” ‘The Judge is drunk !”) 

Mr. Burritt, on the 16th April, 1855, took the oath of office 
again as Judge of the County Court of the County of Perth, and 





























































































JUDICIARY 115 
several Division Courts and Surrogate Court of the County, and 
held these offices until his death in the midsummer of 1864.” He 
was succeeded by the late Mr. Daniel Home Lizars, who long 
practiced in the County, and was then County Crown Attorney. 
Mr, Lizars took the oath of office as Judge of the County 
Court and several Division Courts and Surrogate Court of the 
County of Perth, on the 3oth August, 1864, and continued such 
until his resignation, shortly before the appointment of Mr. 
James Peter Woods, Q. C., who was sworn in as Judge on the 
and November, 1886. He in turn resigned, and was succeeded 
on the 3rd January, 1898, by Mr. John Augustus Barron, Q.C., 
Present County Judge, who took the oath of office on the 11th 
January, 1898, 

Tthas become necessary in the history of the County only on 
three occasions to have a Deputy Judge appointed. The first of 
such appointments was that of the late Mr. Egerton Fiske Ryer- 
son, on the 21st April, 1864; then the late Robert Smith, Q.C., on 
the r1th June, 1884, and that of Mr. George Gordon McPherson, 
Q.C., on the 2oth day of February, 1900. 

It never fell to the lot of any one of these gentlemen to discharge 
for any length of time the duties of the office. The appointments 
were merely temporary during the illness or absence of the 
respective Judges for the County at the time, 

The General Sessions of the Peace were 
of April, 1853, at Stratford, before Read Bu 
the County Court of the said County of 
Alexander Grant, James Rankin 
Fryfogle, Justices of the Peace. 

The first Commission of the Peace for the County of Perth bears 
date the 31st day of December, 1852, and, following the ancient 
Practice, named the High Court Judges, members of the Executive 
Council and the Legislative Council, along with other prominent 
residents in the County, as Justices of the Peace. These others 
were: Read Burritt, Esquire, Judge of our County Court of our 
County of Perth, John C. W. Daly, Andrew Helmer, Peter 
Kastner, William F. McCulloch, Daniel McPherson, John 
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Sparling, John Sebring, George Wood, John Stewart, Thomas 
Brown, Alexander Grant, James Rankin, Alexander Hamilton, 
Peter Crerar, John McIntyre, Adam Seegmiller, John Sharman, 
Thomas Daly, Alexander F. Mickle, John Thompson, Thomas 
Christie, Alexander Mitchell, John Zinkan, Alexander Fisher, 
John Curtis, Sebastian Fryfogle, William Cossey, Peter Woods, 
Matthew Nelson, Alexander Barrington Orr, Andrew Monteith, 
Jacob Weaver, Alexander Gourlay, Robert Henry, Robert Ballan- 
tyne, James Hill, James Brown, Robert Porteous, Andrew Morgan, 
Peter McCann, Robert Donkin, Donald Cameron, James K. 
Clendinning, Edward Long, William Moscrip, William Barron 
and John Fitzgerald, Esquires. 

This first Court was opened by reading this commission, and 
also the proclamation setting apart the County of Perth by 
disuniting it from the United Counties of Huron, Perth and Bruce, 
and constituting it an independent County. The proclamation was 
also dated the 31st December, 1852. It was made in pursuance of 

















12 Victoria, chap. 78, and another Act passed the same year, 
chap. 96, which recited that the population of the County of Perth 
exceeded 12,000, and from its geographical position it was 
expedient that provision be made for its separation from said 
union without waiting till its population should be such as required 
by the roth section of such mentioned Act. 

At this sitting of the Court the late John J. E. Linton, first 
Clerk of the Peace, acted as Clerk. ‘The late John A. McCarthy, 
long Chief Constable of Stratford, was appointed Crier of the 
Court, an office he held until his death. 

Robert Kay, afterwards Gaoler, was also appointed to be High 
Constable. There were fifty-one constables appointed. 

Municipal institutions and government inspection at this early 
date had not so far developed as to deprive the Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace of some of their ancient powers and functions that 
now have ceased to exist. Hence we find entries like the follow- 
ing in the records of that Court. 

The Gaoler’s salary was fixed at £80 per annum, to be paid 
quarterly, and it was resolved ‘that it be his duty also for this 
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salary to do the washing for the prisoners (not debtors), and the 
scrubbing of the gaol.” 

‘The late Dr. Hyde was appointed Gaol Surgeon, at £12, 10s. 
per annum, including for attendance and medicine. 

On the 6th January, 1854, it was ordered by the Magistrates : 
“The Magistrates consider that owing to the rise in provisions 
the cost of allowance to the prisoners for board be increased, and 
they ordered that the sum of £0, 7s., 6d. per week be allowed as 
board for each prisoner till next session.” 

Special Sessions were held from time to time for the examination 
of lunatics, and on one occasion after the prisoner had been in 
gaol for four months, the Special Session terminated by this : 
“The Magistrates looked at some of the Acts relating to lunatics, 
and they separated without giving any orders.” A postscript 
states that J. C. W. Daly afterwards came and went with other 
Magistrates to the gaol, and that the Sheriff afterwards said he 
had been directed to discharge the prisoner. 

A Special Session of the Magistrates was held at the Clerk of 
the Peace office on the 1gth September, 1854, to consider the 
escape of Lorenzo Talbot from gaol, and Gaoler John McColl was 
censured for his conduct in the premises. 

‘The escaped prisoner referred to above seems to have been 
recaptured, and an order for £20 was given to Leonard Blackburn 
of Chatham, as a reward therefor. 

Division Courts :—At the sittings on the 6th April, 1853, His 
Worship, the Chairman, and Alexander Hamilton, William Cossey, 
Andrew Monteith, Robert Henry, J. C. W. Daly, William 
Smith, Peter Woods, Alexander Grant, John Sharman, Alexander 
Mitchell and James Rankin are recorded as present, when the 
Court took into consideration the division of the County for 
Division Court purposes, and it was ordered that there should 
be five divisions. 

The first division to consist of all that part of the township of 
North Easthope west of the line between lots 25 and 26 and south 
of the road between the 8th and gth concessions, and all that part 
of the township of South Easthope west of the said line between 
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lots 25 and 26; all that part of the township of Downie and Gore 
north and east of the concession line between the roth and 11th 
concessions of the Oxford road, and all the township of Ellice 
from the 1st to the 13th concession inclusi 

The second division to consist of all that part of the township 
of Fullarton, not included in division number three, and the town- 
ships of Hibbert and Logan. 

‘The third division to consist of that portion of the township of 
Downie west of the Oxford road and south of the concession line 
between the roth and 11th concessions ; the township of Blan- 
shard, and all that part of the township of Fullarton comprising 
the 13th and 1gth concessions, and south of a road leading from 
the Mitchell road, between lots 24 and 25 east to lot 3 in the roth 
concession, thence east along the line between the roth and 11th 
concessions to the town line. 

The fourth division to consist of that part of the township of 
North Easthope east of the line between lots 25 and 26, and north 
of the 8th concession ; all that part of the township of South 
Easthope not included in division number one. The said division 3. 
number four to take effect on the 16th day of June next, and in 
the meantime to belong to division number one. 

The fifth division to consist of the townships of Mornington, 
Elma and Wallace, and concessions 14, 15 and 16 of the township 
of Ellice. The said division number five to take effect on the 16th 
day of June next, and in the meantime to belong to division 
number one. 

‘At the Court of General Sessions of the Peace, held in July, 
1855, it was ordered : ‘That the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and 
fourteenth concessions of North Easthope (now forming part of 
Division Court number 4), be attached to and form part of Division 
Court number five.” 

[At the sittings of the same Court on Wednesday, the 14th day 
of March, 1860, it was ordered that there be another Division Court 
in this County, to be styled the sixth division, and that such 
division be composed of the township of Wallace and all that part 
of the township of Elma from the first concession to the eighteenth 
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ion, both concessions inclusive, and comprising lots number 
one to number forty-two, both inclusive of the first concession, and 
lots number one to number twenty-six inclusive, from the second 
to the eighteenth concession, both concessions inclusive. 

The limits of the several Division Courts of the County, thus 
modified, have remained so to the present time. 

The following order was made by the General Sessions, held 
March, 1867. 

“That a recommendation be sent to the Government, through 
the Provincial Secretary, that owing to a great decrease in the 
business of the courts, that only four courts be held yearly in each 
of the said six divisions, into which the Division Courts have been 
divided, leaving it discretionary with the Judge to fix the exact 
periods of these four times, and instruct the Clerk of the Peace to 
communicate this recommendation to the Provincial Secretary. 

An Order-in-Council, assenting to this, was passed on the 28th 
January, 1868. 

Sheriffs: —On the 31st December, 1852, the late Mr. Robert Moder- 
well was appointed first Sheriff of the County, his commission being 
signed by Elgin and Kincardine (who, after serving in many high 
positions, died whilst Governor-General in India), and attested by 
William B. Richards, as Attorney-General, who afterwards served 
as a Judge and Chief Justice of the Queen’s Bench, and later 
became the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada. 
Mr. Moderwell died on the 23rd day of October, A.D. 1886. 

On the resignation of Mr. Moderwell, on the 28th of August, 
1872, Mr. John Hossie, the present Sheriff, was appointed as his 
successor, his commission being signed by William P. Howland, 
Lieutenant-Governor, and attested by Adam Crooks, Attorney- 
General of Ontario. 

Clerks of the Peace :—The late Mr. J. J. E. Linton was amongst 
the first officers appointed for the County, and held the office until 
his death, on the 23rd day of January, 1869, and was succeeded 
by the late Michael Hayes, who had previously been appointed 
County Crown Attorney, and by virtue of that office became Clerk 
of the Peace on the death of Mr. Linton, 
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County Crown Attorneys :—When the County was first con- 


stituted, the office of County Crown Attorney did not exist. 

The Court of General Sessions, on the 15th November, 1 
agreed that Daniel Home Lizars, barrister, take the criminal cases 
to come before the General Sessions. The Clerk of the Peace 
intimated this to Mr. Lizars by letter. 

‘The office of County Crown Attorney, as public prosecutor, was 
first created in 1857, by 20 Victoria, chap. 59, which came into 
force 1st January, 1858 

Mr. Daniel Home Lizars was appointed the first County Crown 
Attorney, under this statute, and continued to hold office until 
appointed Judge of the County Court of the County of Perth, to 
which office he was sworn in on the goth August, 1864. He was 
ceeded by the late Egerton Fiske Ryerson, on the 27th August, 
1864, who died in the following year, and was succeeded by 
Michael Hayes, who was sworn in on the 2nd January, 1866, and 
continued till his death in 1879, when he was succeeded by John 
Idington, the present County Crown Attorney, appointed on the 
4th July, 1879. 

Deputy Clerks of the Crown and Clerks of the County Court, ete. : 
—The first Deputy Clerk of the Crown and Clerk of the County 
Court was Mr. Alex, McGregor (first public school teacher in 
Stratford), sworn in as such on the 24th January, 1853, before 
John J. E. Linton, The late Mr. James Macfadden, who had 
practiced till then as an attorney in St. Marys, succeeded him, and 
took the oath of office on the 6th of August, 1866, before Judge 
Lizars. Mr, Macfadden died on the 4th August, 1899. 

William Caven Moscrip came next, and was appointed Local 
Registrar of the High Court of Justice, at Stratford, Registrar of 
the Surrogate Court and Clerk of the County Court of the County 
of Perth, on the rst day of August, A.D. 1899. 

Police Magistrates :—James O’Loane, Stratford, sworn in 12th 
August, 1873; James E. Terhune, Listowel, sworn in 27th 
February, 1890 ; Joseph Harvey Flagg, Mitchell, sworn in 15th 
March, 1884; Thomas Henry Race, Mitchell, sworn in 13th 
August, 1900. 
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Associate Coroners for the County :—The following Coroners have 
been appointed from time to time at places on dates as here- 
under :—James Coleman, M.D., St. Marys, 31st December, 1852 ; 
John Hyde, M.D., Stratford, 31st December, 1852 ; William Bull, 
Mitchell, 31st December, 1852; John Mahoney, Mitchell, 31st 
December, 1852 ; David Waugh, Stratford, 4th December, 1854 ; 
Daniel Wilson, M.D., St. Marys, 21st December, 1855; James 
Bowie, M.D., Mitchell, 3oth April, 1857; P. R. Shaver, M.D., 
Stratford, zoth April, 1857; William Eggert, Shakespeare, 4th 
March, 1858 (error, not in County) ; Walter Boyd, Mitchell, 28th 
July, 1858 ; Daniel D. Campbell, Listowel, 28th July, 1858 ; Peter 
Johnson Muter, Nithburg, 12th June, 1860 ; David Coon, M.D., 
Mitchell, roth June, 1860; Chas. Rolls, M.D., St. Marys, sth 
January, 1861 ; Edward A. Paget, M.D., Stratford, 26th Novem- 
ber, 1861; George Wilson, M.D., St. Marys, rst April, 1865 ; 
David Howard Harrison, M.D., St. Marys, rst April, 1865 ; 
Edward Hornibrook, M.D., Mitchell ; 4th April, 1865 ; Stephen F. 
Smith, Stratford, 12th May, 1865 (not sworn in); John Nichol, 
M.D., Listowel, 3rd March, 1866; John Philp, M.D., Listowel, 
rath March, 1866; John Philip Jackson, M.D., Stratford, 1st 
August, 1868; Daniel Joseph King, Carronbrook, 24th November, 
1869 ; Robert McDonald, Fullarton Corners, 29th October, 1873 ; 
James P. Rankin, M.D., Stratford, 2sth October, 1882; John 

inclair, St. Marys, r7th April, 1886 ; James Alphonsus Devlin, 
M.D., Stratford ; George Robinson Watson, Listowel ; Donald 
Alfred Kidd, M.D., Atwood. 

All these have since died or removed from the County, except 
Mr. Campbell of Listowel, whose commission as a Justice of the 
Peace superseded that of Coroner; Dr. Philp of Listowel, Drs. 
Rankin and Devlin of Stratford, and Dr. Kidd of Atwood. 


n Court Clerks and Bailiffs of the County, who have 
served,—the names appearing in the order of succession of their 
appointments, the last named being that of the present incumbent 
of the office :— 

Division No. 1, Clerks : Raby Williams, April, 1853 ; David 
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B. Burritt, June, 1864. Bailiffs : Wm. J. Green, April, 1853 ; J. A. 
McCarthy, April, 1853 ; Robert Kay, July, 1853 ; Thos. McCarthy, 
July, 1857 ; J. A. McCarthy, September, 1860 ; Thos. McCarthy, 
September, 1860; Thos. Tobin, April, 1862; Thos. S. Tobin, 
February, 1881. 

Division No. 2. Clerks Matheson, April, 1853; G. K. 
Matheson, May, 1883, iffs: Jas. K. Black, 1853; John 
Black, November, 1858 ; James Black, April, 1859 ; John Black, 
March, 1862; James Black, October, 1863; John Burns, 
September, 1864 ; J. S. Coppin, November, 1869. 

Division No. 3. Clerks: Raby Williams, January, 1853 
James Coleman, April, 1853 ; E. Long, July, 1880. Bailifis : 
Wm. Green, January, 1853 ; J. A. McCarthy, February, 1853 ; 
Geo. Tracey, April, 1853; Joseph McCulley, August, 1853 ; 
Cornelius Avery, October, 1854; Richard Box, March, 1835 ; 
William Box, September, 1861. 

Division No. 4. Clerks: William Cossey, June, 1853 ; George 
Brown, March, 1867. Bailiffs : John Helmer, June, 1853 ; John 
Cossey, January, 1859 ; John Helmer, July, 1859 ; Robert Moore, 
October, 1861 ; Jacob Amacher, October, 1864 ; Joseph Evans, 
June, 1870; C. Dietrich, July, 1871 ; Chas. Lehmann, March, 
1873 ; J. W. Donaldson, November, 1882; J. A. Donaldson, 
March, 1894. 

Division No. 5. Clerks : Samuel Whaley, June, 1853 ; James 
David Whaley, September, 1876 ; Thos. Trow, September, 1879. 
Bailiffs : John Coulter, July, 1853 ; John Jones, November, 18573 
Wm. Moss, November, 1839 ; J. M. Scott, June, 1881 ; J. J. 
Whaley, November, 1886 ; Alex. Munro, April, 1888 ; W. D. 
Weir, April, 1891. 

Division No. 6. Clerks : James Coleman, February, 18: 
Spencer Tunstall, June, 1860 ; David D. Hay, August, 1861 ; 
William G. Hay, December, 1873 ; David D. Hay, March, 1875; 
William John Hay, April, 1884 ; Francis W. Hay, August, 1893 ; 
William Bright, August, 1900. Bailiffs : Geo. Tracey, February, “4 

joseph McCulley, February, 1853 ; Thos. E. Hay, July, 
Wm, F, Hacking, October, 1864 ; Jacob Loree, December, 
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1873 ; Robert Russell Hay, March, 1878 ; Robert Hay, October, 
1878 ; W. H. Hay, March, 1893 ; Thomas Male, June, 1902. 
The following is a list of Justices for the County of Perth 
appointed at the last issue of Commission of the Peace, and acting 
in 1902 :—John Aikens, Dublin ; Robert Armstrong, Wartburg ; 
James Bennoch, Stratford; Lewis Bolton, Listowel ; George 
Brown, Shakespeare ; Charles Brook, Mitchell ; John Brown, 
Stratford ; Richard Horace Bain, Fullarton; David Brethour, 
Woodham ; Robert Beatty, Kirkton ; George Bald, Sebringville ; 
Charles Bellamy, St. Marys; James Crerar, Stratford ; Tom 
Coveney, Mitchell; John Campbell, Metropolitan; Daniel D. 
Campbell, Listowel; Joseph Walker Cull, Mitchell; John M. 
Cameron, Anderson ; Hugh Campbell, Mitchell; James Callin, 
Stratford ; James Clyne, St. Pauls; Robert Cleland, Listowel ; 
Robert Clarke, Carlingford ; Charles Cosens, Trowbridge ; Peter 
Campbell, Bornholm ; James Dickson, Donegal ; David Douglass, 
Mitchell ; Jas. Dunsmore, Granton ; Jno. Dwyer, Bornholm ; Geo. 
Edwards, Milverton; Thos. Epplett, St. Marys ; Dilman Kenny Erb, 
Sebringville ; John Freeborn, Freeborn ; Robert Henry Freeborn, 
Freeborn ; Daniel Flanigan, Stratford ; Andrew Falk, Lisbon ; 
Henry Foley, Kinkora; Andrew Goetz, Sebringville; George 
Goetz, Sebringville; James Nichol Grieve, Millbank; F. R. 
Hamilton, Cromarty ; W. V. Hutton, St. Marys ; $. R. Hesson, 
Stratford ; J. B. Hamilton, Atwood; J. A. Hacking, Listowel ; 
James Hammond, Atwood; D. D. Hay, Stratford ; Moses 
Harvey, Newry; Henry Hemsworth, Gowanstown ; Franci 
Jacob, Brodhagen ; William Johnston, Woodham ; P. R. Jarvis, 
Stratford ; John Kenny, jr., Dublin ; John Kelly, Kinkora ; 
William Keith, Listowel; William George Kruspe, Sebringville ; 
William Laing, Wildwood ; William Lochead, Atwood ; John 
Low, Stratford ; John Mohr, New Hamburg ; N. Monteith, Strat- 
; William Machan, Mitchell ; Joseph Miller, Wartburg ; 
William Mowat, Stratford ; Aurelius Moses, St. Marys ; Joseph 
Mountain, St. Marys ;C. H. Merryfield, Monkton ; James Menzies, 
Molesworth ; G. H. McIntyre, St. Marys; Peter McVannell, St. 
Marys; J. J. McKenna, Dublin; James McCallum, Amulree ; 
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Daniel McLean, Sebringville ; William McCaffrey, Stratford ; 
Patrick J. O'Brien, Stratford ; John W. Poole, St. Marys ; William 
Porteous, Fullarton ; James Pierce, jr., Dublin ; Thomas Pascoe, 
Mitchell ; Cornelius Quinlan, Stratford ; Robert Radcliffe, Prospect 
Hill ; James L, Russell, Russeldale ; John Rutherford, Monkton ; 
Thomas Ryan, Dublin ; John Robinson, Kirkton ; J. D. Stewart, 
Russeldale ; Fred H. Sharpe, St. Marys; W. F. Sanderson, St. 
Marys; F. Switzer, Woodham ; John W. Scott, Listowel; D, 
Swanson, St. Marys; George Shearer, Poole ; Robert Simpson, 
Sebringville ; Peter Stewart, Stratford ; Alexander Stewart, Monk- 
ton ; Henry Stephan, Brodhagen ; Jno. Stewart, Listowel ; Duncan 
Stewart, Hampstead ; John Schaefer, Tavistock ; James Smith, 
Shakespeare ; David Trachsell, Shakespeare; Luther F. W. 
Turner, Fullarton ; Christopher Tabberner, Listowel; W. D. 
Weir, Milverton ; John Watson, Burns ; Jacob Walter, Listowel ; 
Patrick Whelihan, St. Marys ; George B, Webster, Science Hill ; 
John Walsh, St. Marys. 





CHAPTER VIII. 


MILITIA. 


‘The 28th Regiment (Perth Infantry), was organized September 
14th, 1866, with headquarters at Stratford. 

The first regimental officers were Lieut.-Col., R. S. Service, 
Majors, T. B. Guest and Charles James ; Paymaster, Leon M. 
Clench ; Adjutant, David Scott ; Quartermaster, Peter J. Smith- 
wick ; Surgeon, David Wilson, and Assistant-Surgeon, J. P. 


Jackson. 

Lieut.-Col. Service, having been appointed Brigade-Major, 
Capt. William Smith was promoted to the command of the 
regiment in 1872 ; upon his retirement in 1881, Major David Scott 
succeeded to the command, from which he retired in 1885, and 
was succeeded by Major R. S. McKnight, who retained command 
till 1898, when Lieut.-Col. H. A. L, White succeeded him as 
commanding officer. 

The regimental officers are Lieut.-Col., H. A. L. White; Majors, 
W. C. Moscrip and G. T. Cooke ; Paymaster, Major William Law- 
rence ; Quartermaster, Capt. O. E. Stalker; Medical Officer, 
Surgeon-Captain J. P. Rankin ; Hon. Chaplain, Rev. David 
Williams, M.A. 

The regiment is composed of six companies, located as follows : 
No. 1 Company, Stratford; No. 2 Company, Stratford; No. 3 
Company, St. Marys ; No. 4 Company, Mitchell ; No. 5 Company, 
Stratford ; No. 6 Company, Stratford. 

The Regiment has an efficient band of thirty performers, Mr. 
Foster Close being bandmaster. 

No. 1 Company was organized in 1856 as “The Stratford 
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Volunteer Rifle Company.” It consisted of upwards of eighty 
men, under command of Captain Henry Imlach, Lieut. L. T. 
O’Loane, and Ensign James Orr, 

With the exception of the historic “Brown Bess” and white 
cross belts, the Company was maintained free of expense to the 
Government till 1858, after which an annual allowance of four or 
five dollars per man was made; the old arms, etc., were replaced 
by Enfield rifles and black leather belts. 

The original uniform of the Company consisted of green shell 
jacket, trousers and forage cap. In 1860 green tunic, trousers 
and shakos were procured. 

The original officers having retired, they were succeeded by 
Capt. R. S. Service, Lieut. Robert Macfarlane and Ensign W. 
M. Clark. 

The Company had the honor of taking part in the reception of 
His Majesty King Edward VII. (then Prince of Wales) on the 
occasion of his visit to Stratford in 1860. 

Up till the end of 1861, the Company paid all expenses con- 
nected with drill, etc.; afterwards the Imperial Government 
furnished instructors, and in 1863 the first Government clothing 
was issued. 

On the 25th April, 1865, the Company was placed on active 
service for three months, at Windsor and Sandwich. It consisted 
of three officers and sixty-five non-commissioned officers and men. 
They were proud of the fact that during this service no charge of 
any kind was made against a member of the Company. 

On March 8th, 1866, the Company was again placed on active 
service at Stratford, Chatham, Sandwich and Windsor. It was 
kept out for about four months. The duty was heavy, and the 
record of the Company was very good. In the following August 
it formed part of the field force at Thorold under Colonel (now 
Field Marshall Lord) Wolseley. 

On the formation of the 28th Regiment, the officers of No. 1 
Company were Capt. Robert Macfarlane, M.P., Lieut. W. M. 
Clark and Ensign R. R. Lang. The uniform of the Company was 


changed from green to scarlet in 1871. In 1872 Captain Mac- 
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farlane was promoted to majority, and Ensign Lang became 
Captain. Upon his retirement in 1883 Lieut. F. K. Burnham 
became Captain, Upon his retirement in 1885, Lieut. J. L. Hotson 
became Captain, who retired in 1892, and was succeeded by Lieut. 
S. M. Johnson, upon whose retirement in 1896 Lieut. Grayson 
Alexander became Captain and held command till 1898, when 
Lieut. Royal Burritt, the present Captain, was appointed, The other 
officer of the Company is Lieut. M. D. Hamilton. 

No. 2 Company was organized in 1861 as “The Stratford Infantry 
Company,” but was not recognized, armed and equipped till 1862. 
The first officers were Capt. W. J. Imlach, Lieut. Charles James, 
and Ensign Henry Sewell (the latter gentleman died in 1866) ; 
Capt. Imlach retired, and Lieut. James became Captain, the other 
officers being Lieut. Robert Smith and Ensign David Scott. 

On March 8th, 1866, the Company was called out for active 
service and did duty at Stratford, Chatham, Windsor and closed 
as part of field force at Thorold in August. 

On the formation of the 28th Regiment, the officers of N. 
were Capt. William Smith, Lieut. R. A, MacGregor and Ensign 
Hugh Nichol. In 1872 Capt. Smith was promoted to rank of 
Lieut.-Colonel of the Regiment, and was succeeded by Captain A. 
W. Dodd, who retained the Company till he was appointed Adju- 
tant in 1876, and was succeeded by Capt. J. R. Hamilton, who 
held the position till he was promoted to majority in 1885, when 
he was succeeded by Capt. Geo. T. Cooke, who retained command 
until promoted to majority in 1898, and was followed by David 
Gibson as Captain ; upon the retirement of Capt. Gibson in 1900, 
the present Capt. A. H. Monteith was appointed. The other 
officers of the Company are Lieuts. S. W. N. Monteith and 
Clarence Trow. 

No. 3 Company was organized in 1866 as ‘The St. Marys 
Infantry Company,” with the following officers: Capt. T. B. Guest, 
Lieut. John McDonald and Ensign David McConnell. The Com. 
Pany formed part of the field force at Thorold in August, 1866, 
On the formation of the Regiment, Capt. Guest was appointed 
Major and Lieut. McDonald became Captain of the Company. He 
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retired in 1869, and was succeeded by Lieut. R. S. McKnight, as 
Captain, who being promoted to the position of Major in 1878, 
was succeeded by Captain W. A. Bailey, who died in 1882, was 
succeeded by W. C. Moscrip, as Captain, who retained Company 
till 1895, when, being appointed Major, he was succeeded by the 
present Captain D. W. Jamieson, the other officers being Lieuts. 
G. S. Kirkpatrick and L. Spearin. 

No. 4 Company was organized at Listowel in 1866, the first 
officers being D. D, Campbell, Captain; John Zimmerman, 
Lieut., and W. F. Hacking, Ensign, Upon the retirement of 
Captain Campbell, Lieut. T. G. Fennell became Captain, who 
retired in 1876. The Company was then removed to St. Marys, 
and Captain H. A. L. White, of No. 5 Company, transferred to it. 
Capt. White being appointed Major in 1882, was succeeded by J. 
E. Harding, as Captain, who retired in 1884, when Lieut. J. G. 
Beam, formerly of the 44th Regiment, was appointed Captain. 
Upon Lieut. Beam’s appointment as Adjutant in 1885, James 
Hamilton became Captain, and continued in command till 1899, 
when, being appointed Quartermaster, Lieut. G. L. Money was 
appointed Captain, and the headquarters changed to Mitchell, 
the other officer being Lieut. W. Thompson. 

The original No. 3 Company was formed in Mitchell in 1866, 
but, having become inefficient, was removed from the list of active 
militia, and the original No. 6 Company, organized in 1866 in the 
Township of Blanshard, became No. 5, The officers of this com- 
pany were Captain David Brethour, Lieut. H. A. L. White, and 
Ensign John Anderson. Captain Brethour retired in 1871, and 
Lieut. H. A. L. White became Captain, who, being in 1876 trans- 
ferred to No. 4 Company, was succeeded by Lieut. W. H. Paisey, 
formerly of the Royal Artillery, who held the position of Captain 
till 1884. Upon the resignation of Captain Paisey the Company 
was transferred to Listowel, and Lieut. H. B. Morphy became 
Captain, Upon his retirement in 1895 the Company was removed 
to Stratford, and Lieut. H. W. Copus appointed Captain. The 
other officers are Lieuts. H. W. Baker and L. Costello. 

No. 6 Company was originally No. 7 of the Regiment, but upon 





MILITIA 129 


the abolition of the original No. 5 Company it became No. 6. It 
was organized at Fullarton in 1868, the first officers being Captain 
Richard Francis, Lieut. James Gourlay, and Ensign John Baird. 
Captain Francis resigned in 1870, and Lieut. Gourlay became 
Capt: In 1882 the Company was transferred to Stratford. 
Captain Gourlay resigned in 1884, and Lieut. Arthur Robb took 
command. Upon his resignation in 1889 Lieut. Williamson Guy 
was appointed Captain, the other company officer being Lieut. E. 
G. Holliday. 








CHAPTER IX. 
ORIGIN AND NAMES OF POST OFFICES. 


The names given to new towns, villages and places in any 
country are frequently a reflex of the feelings of those by whom 
they are founded. may arise from environment or tempera- 
ment of the people. Many ancient Irish names indicate fine poetic 
ideals, and did not require the genius of Moore, nor a record of 
her ancient people, with all their hallowed traditions, to give them 
force and efficacy, in appealing to the loftiest conceptions of the 
human heart. Such beautiful runic names as Innisfallen, Innis- 
thral, Enniscorthy, Killarney, Sweet Vale of Avoca, Enniskillen, 
and Strathbane are marvellous revelations of poetic character in a 
highly imaginative people. 

In Scotland ancient names are based to a greater degree on 
environment than on any ebullition of poetic feeling in a people 


also of high poetic temperament. Such names as Strathclyde, 
Strathavon, Strathspey, and many others also indicate the beau 

ful strath or valley through which flow these several streams of 
the Clyde, the Spey and the Avon. The names of her glens, her 
vales, her lofty bens, all beautiful in themselves, point clearly to 


material surroundings rather than poetic fancy. In England 
romantic names are not often found, and the glamour thrown 
around some of her finest places is the outcome of historic incident, 
without any inherent charm in the name itself. 

In a great portion of Canada, and in this county in particular, 
the aspect of the country is everywhere nearly the same. There 
appears, so far, to be no appreciable influence from environment in 
giving names to new towns and villages truly Canadian, except 
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such as are of a most prosaic character. In all too many instances 
the names given are meaningless and harsh, affording much room 
for improvement. The average Canadian is apparently reckless 
as to propriety in names. When he has founded a new village or 


“corners,” which, even during his life, may become a place of 
great importance, he quietly adds to his own name in many 
instances the word ton, ville, or town, and the christening is 
complete. 

Many of the Indian names retained in Canada are very pretty, 
and we forgive the overwhelming array of syllables in many of 
them in the soft melody of their pronunciation. In this county a 
few appropriate names have been given, such as Morningdale, 
Millbank, Avonton, Avonbank, Fairview, and Prospect Hill, All 
of these names are characteristic of their environment. 

In a paper by Mr. John Idington, K. C., of Stratford, on the 
“Origin of names of post offices in the County of Perth,” and to 
which Tam much indebted for information regarding the subject 
matter of this chapter, there is a quotation from the Encyclopedia 
Britannica which truthfully says:—“The study of these names and 
“of their survival in civilization enables us in some cases to ascer- 
‘tain what peoples inhabited districts now tenanted by persons 
“of far different speech. Thus the names of mountains and rivers 
“‘in many parts of England are Celtic ; for example, to take 
“familiar instances—Usk, Esk and Avon.” Mr. Idington then 
goes on to say very finely, ‘Our own Avon, we know, does not 
“‘betoken this, but rather the remembrance of home, as it burned 
‘tin the hearts of those who first pitched their tents on the spot 
“where we now stand. 

“It is the tracing of these home yearnings that furnishes much 
‘of the pleasure in asking and answering how our post offices got 
‘their names. The people got together to tattle and gossip at 
“fall those places where there are now post offices before the 
“‘offices came. They talked of home, of each other, of their sur- 
“‘roundings and feelings, whims, and old fancies, and thus names 
“were given, 

“Where the Avon flowed it was determined by the Englishmen 
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“in charge of this part of the country as officers of the Canada 
“ Company that a Stratford should grow.” 

This is assuredly true, and, with the exception of a few names 
which have been given by the Department, those of the various 
offices in this county in many cases denote the nationality of the 
settlers surrounding them. 

The dates I have set forth as the period when the several offices 
were opened has, as far as possible, been copied from the Depart- 
mental records in Ottawa, which extend backwards, however, to 
1854 only. Previous to that,period there are none. A number of 
offices were established in this county long prior to 1854, and, 
therefore, the best information obtainable of the dates of opening 
will, I think, be found about correct. 

Amulree—In the township of North Easthope, was named after 
a small place of that name in Perthshire, Scotland. A number of 
the early settlers from that shire in the old land, and, amongst 
others, one named Sandy Dallas, who kept the first hotel in 
Amulree, decided on the name of their native place in Scotland. 
This office was opened in 1878 with Mr. A. M. Fisher as first 
postmaster. 

Anderson—Received its name from Frank Anderson, deceased, 
who was for a number of years prominent in municipal politics in 
Blanshard. This office was opened in 1867 by the late H. White, 
first postmaster. 

‘Atwood.—This office is in Elma, and was first opened as 
Newry Station postoffice in 1876, with Donald Gordon post- 
master. Prior to this period an office named Newry had been 
opened by Mr. Coulter. Upon the completion of the southern 
extension of the W. G. & B. R. R., a station was erected about 
three-quarters of a mile north of Newry, which was known as 
Newry Station. Subsequently a large trade sprung up at this 
point, and Atwood was built, To prevent confusion arising 
between the offices of Newry and Newry Station, the people of 
Atwood at a public meeting decided to change the name of their 
office. After a long discussion and a number of names submitted 
to the meeting Atwood was selected. This change occurred in 
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1883, Donald Gordon, first postmaster at Newry Station, retain- 
ing his position. Further information regarding this point will be 
found in the history of Elma Township, a part of this work. 

Avonbank—Received its name from Mr. Muix, as being most 
appropriate, on account of the high bank on which it was situate 
beside the River Avon. Opened 1856 by James Muir as first post- 
master. This office is in Downie. 

Avonton—Also in Downie, was named by Archie Shields, who 
was for several years township clerk. Its proximity to the River 
Avon, in a very pretty valley, suggested the name. This office was 
opened in 1865, with Archie Shields as first postmaster. 

Bornholm—In Logan, is the name of an island in the Baltic Sea, 
and was named by the Department, the people themselves being 
unable to agree upon a name. The office was opened in 1865, 
with L. Hagarty as first postmaster. 

Britéon—In the township of Elma, is supposed to have been 
named by the railway authorities asa station on the Stratford & 
Huron Railway. The office was opened in 1883, with Joseph 
Freeman as first postmaster. 

Brocksden.—This was a spot occupied, it is said, by a person 
who was nicknamed Brock the Badger, from which this neigh- 
bourhood takes its name, and adopted it as that of the postofiice, 
This office was opened in 1900, with Robert G. Patterson as first 
postmaster. 

Brodhagen—In the township of Logan, was named after Charles 
Brodhagen, who kept the first store and hotel, and was founder of 
the village. The office was opened in 1865 with Mr. Brodhagen 
as first postmaster. 

Brotherston—Was named in honor of Montezuma Brothers, who 
had taken an active interest in providing mail accommodation for 
his neighbourhood. Mr. Brothers was honored for his efforts on 
behalf of the people in this section with the privilege of naming 
and giving his own name to the new office, which was opened in 
1885, Montezuma Brothers first postmaster. 

Brunner—In the township of Ellice, was named after a family 
of pioneers of that name. Jacob Brunner, in the early days, erected 
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a saw mill a short distance west of where the station now is, 
establishing a postoffice for the convenience of the district sur- 
rounding. At the opening of the Stratford & Huron R. R. the 
business was removed to Brunner Station. Jacob Brunner was 
for many years a prominent man in municipal politics, was warden 
of the county, and a candidate in South Perth for parliamentary 
honors, but was defeated by Hon. Thomas Ballantyne. This 
office was opened in 1867, with Jacob Brunner as first postmaster. 

Burns—In the township of Mornington, was named after 
Robert Burns, the Ayrshire poet, by a number of his countrymen, 
who were settled in that section of the county. Opened in 1865 
by John Gibson as first postmaster. 

Carlingford. —The village of Carlingford was founded by two 
sons of the Emerald Isle, Mr. Abraham Davidson and Mr. Cook, 
each of whom desired to link his name with the future town. 
The inspector, to gratify neither, and still please them both, gave 
the name Carlingford, one of the prettiest spots in Ireland, to the 
new office, which was opened in 1856, Abraham Davidson first 
postmaster. This office is in the township of Fullarton. 

Carmunnock.—This office was named by William Mahan, who 
had considerable interest at this point in the early days. Mr. 
Mahan was born in Carmunnock, Renfrewshire, Scotland, and so 
named the new hamlet in Logan. This office was opened in 1875, 
William Mahan first postmaster. 

Carthage.—The naming of this office seems to have been a 
matter of chance. Mr. Thomas Hamilton, the first settler, and 
Mr. Gamble, another early settler, are credited with giving it this 
name. Mr. Hamilton would have named the place after himself, 
but the city of Hamilton was already in the Ontario list of offices. 
It was decided, therefore, to name the place Carthage. The office 
was opened in 1856, with Alexander McDonald as first postmaster. 

Chiselhurst—In the township of Hibbert, received its name 
from Chiselhurst, in England, where Napoleon III. died. This 
office was opened in 1875, with William Moore as first postmaster. 

Conroy—In the township of Downie, known as Conroy’s 
Corners, was named in honor of a pioneer family, who were the 
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first settlers. The office was opened in 1866, with John Rutledge 
as first postmaster. 

Cromarty—In the township of Hibbert, was named by John 
Ferguson, of Craigdarroch, Scotland, as being the birthplace of 
Hugh Miller, author of ‘Testimony of the Rocks” and ‘Old Red 
Sandstone,” and whose writings had a wonderful influence in 
bringing about the disruption in the Kirk of Scotland in 1842-3. 
This office was opened in 1856, with John McLaren, who founded 
the village, as first postmaster. 

Donegal—In the township of Elma, was named by John R. 
Foster, it being the name of his native place in Ireland. This 
office was opened in 1856, John R. Foster first postmaster. 

Dublin.—This office was first named Carronbrook, from the 
stream that flows through the village. This is one of the oldest 
settlements in Perth county, and the first postoffice was opened by 
U. C. Lee, about 1854. When Carronbrook attained the dignity of 
a police village in 1878, Joseph Kidd and Tom King were lead- 
ing men of the place. Mr. Kidd, having been born in Dublin, 
Ireland, under the shadow of the ‘‘Hill o’ Houth,” the new police 
village was named after Ireland’s capital, G. J. Kidd being post- 
master. 

Fairview—In Downie, was named from the beautiful view 
obtained from its elevated site, affording a pleasant prospect over 
a goodly portion of Perth and Oxford counties. This office was 
opened in 1863, with L. Robinson, as first postmaster. 

Fernbank—In Mornington, was named by the late Mrs. Grieve, 
wife of James Grieve, M.P., who represented North Perth in 
parliament, Mr. Grieve’s farm was known as Fernbank, and this 
name was given to the postoffice, which was opened in 1896, with 
William Reid as first postmaster. 

Freeborn—In Mornington, was named in honor of John Free- 
born, an old resident of Mornington, who founded Millbank, and 
who was amongst the first to carry the banner of civilization into 
the wilderness in this section of Perth County. This office was 
opened in 1886, with John Freeborn as first postmaster. 

Fullarton—In Fullarton, was named after that municipality, 
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which again was named in honor of Mr. Fullarton, one of the first 
directors of the Canada Company. This. village was founded by 
Mr. James Woodley, and the office opened in 1852, with John 
Buchan, as postmaster, a Scotchman, who opened the first store. 

Gadshill—In Ellice and North Easthope, is a low elevation in 
what was at one period a dense swamp, and to add some dignity 
to the little spot of dry land, it was named after the famous hill 
sacred to the memory of Falstaff, and later Charles Dickens. 
This office was opened in 1865, with W. B. Crinkley as first 
postmaster. 

Gowanstown—In Wallace, was named in honor of Thomas H. 
Gowan, who founded the place, and kept the first store and 
tavern. This office was opened in 1871, with William Blackstone 
as first postmaster. 

Gowrie—in Fullarton, was named in honor of the Carse of 
Gowrie in Scotland, and was opened in 1881, with Richard Moore 
as first postmaster. 

Hampstead—In North Easthope, was named by the Depart- 
ment at Ottawa, and opened in 1865, with Richard Lillico as 
first postmaster. 

Hesson—In Mornington, was formerly known as Mack's 
Corners. Mr. S. R. Hesson, who was M.P. for the north riding 
of Perth, did much to improve postal facilities in this section, and 
the people in acknowledgment of his efforts in their behalf named 
the new office in his honor. This office was opened in 1883, with 
William F. Mack as first postmaster. 

Kennicolt—In Ellice, was formerly known as Sillsburg, being 
founded by Sills brothers, who were first settlers. Subsequent to 
their departure, the name was changed to Kennicott, in honor of 
Mr. Kenny, who was postmaster. This office was opened in 1890, 
with James Ernest, postmaster. 

Kinkora—In Ellice, is the centre of a large Irish population, 
and is named in remembrance of their old home. This office was 
opened in 1857, with William Hearsnip as first postmaster. 

Kirkton—On the boundary line between Blanshard and Us- 
borne townships, was named after the Kirk family, several brothers 
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of whom were early settlers in the neighborhood. This office was 
opened in 1856, with James Eaton, of the firm of James and 
‘Timothy Eaton, who opened the first store in Kirkton, as first 
postmaster. 

Kuhryville—In Ellice, was named in honor of Andrew Kuhry, 
an old settler and prominent man in the municipality. This office 
was opened in 1899, with Alexander Smith as first postmaster. 

Kurtsville—In Wallace, was named after John Kurtz, on whose 
farm the office was established in 1885, with Jacob F. Doersam 
as first postmaster. 

Lisbon —In North Easthope, on the boundary line between 
Waterloo and Perth County, was named in honor of the capital of 
Portugal. This office was opened in 1836, with John Zinkann as 
first postmaster. 

Listowel—Now the town of Listowel, was formerly known as 
Mapleton and Windham. The Department subsequently set aside 
both names in favor of Listowel. This office was opened in 1856, 
with William H, Hacking as first postmaster. 

Metropolitan—In Blanshard, was named by John H. Donald- 
son, a school teacher in the neighborhood. A temperance hall 
was erected on the opposite corner from the school building. Mr. 
Donaldson, considering these progressive movements as evidence 
of a great metropolis, named it Metropolitan. This office was 
opened in 1875, with William Spence as postmaster. 

Millbank—In Mornington, was founded by Mr. Freeborn, who 
was first settler, and derives its name from a mill being erected on 
the bank that bordered the stream. This office was opened in 
1850 by William Rutherford, who was first postmaster. 

Milverton—Also in Mornington, was first known as West's 
Corners, after the name of an early settler. Subsequently a more 
cuphonious name was desired by the people, and at a public 
meeting called for the purpose, it was called Milverton, at the 
suggestion of Rev. P. Musgrave, in honor of his birthplace in the 
old land. This office was opened in 1854, with D. Matthews as 
first postmaster. 

Molesworth — In Wallace, bears the name of Sir William 
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Molesworth, who was Colonial Secretary in 1855. This office was 
opened in 1870, with Samuel Lougheed as first postmaster. 

Mitchell—Now the town of Mitchell, received its name from a 
person called Mitchell, who built a small shanty on the river bank, 
where travellers found shelter and lodging. Between Seebach’s 
and Rattenbury’s, at Clinton, ‘Mitchell’s” was the only place of 
entertainment, This office was opened about 1842, with John 
Hicks as first postmaster. [I have been able to obtain no further 
data regarding the name of this place, which, taken in connection 
with other circumstances coming under my observation, I believe 
is correct. ] 

Monkton.—For history of the village, and the period when 
founded, the reader is referred to the history of Elma in this work, 
The postoffice was opened in 1858 by Edward Greensides as post- 
master. 

Motherwell —In Fullarton, received its name from James 
Brown, who was for many years one of the most prominent men 
of the municipality. Mr. Brown with his family were among the 
first settlers in this section, and came originally from Lanark, in 
the eastern part of this Province. The name Motherwell was 
given to this office as being the name of the old home of Mr. 
Brown’s family, in Lanarkshire, Scotland, This office was opened 
in 1865, James Brown, sr., first postmaster. 

Munro—Also in Fullarton, was named in honor of William 
Munro, who made every effort to accommodate the neighborhood 
by distributing mail matter in the district. This office was opened 
in 1889, with Mr. Munro as first postmaster. 

Newry—In Elma, was named after the birthplace of the late Mr. 
Coulter, one of the first settlers, and a most energetic man. This 
office was opened in 1862, with Mr. C. Coulter as first postmaster. 

Newton—In Mornington, was named by the people of that 
section in honor of Sir Isaac Newton. This office was opened in 
1881, with Mr. John Zoeger as first postmaster. 

Nithburg—In North Easthope, at one time known as Brown’s 
Mills, was founded at an early day. In 1849 a village plot was 
laid out where the present office now is, and named Nithburg, as 
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being the burg on the River Nith. The first postoffice was opened 
in the new burg in 1848, by James Brown, first and only post- 
master, who has held the position for a longer period than any 
other officer in the county. 

Palmerston—On the boundary of Wallace, was first known as 
Dryden postoffice, and opened in 1866, with Robert Johnston as 
postmaster. Through the construction of the Wellington, Grey & 
Bruce and the Stratford & Huron Railways, Palmerston has become 
a railroad centre. In 1873, therefore, the name Dryden was 
changed to Palmerston, in honor of Lord Palmerston, who was 
for some time Prime Minister of Great Britain, Mr. Robert John- 
ston still continuing in the position of postmaster. 

Poole.—This place is in Mornington, and was surveyed by 
Government as a town plot, and named by those in authority at 
the time. The town was not successful, and is now a quiet 
country village. The postoffice was opened in 1865, with Mr. D. 
Mathews as first postmaster. 

Prospect Hill—In Blanshard, was first known as Fish Creek, 
and located a mile further north than the present office. Prospect 
Hill, at one time an important village, received its name on 
account of its elevation, being built on the highest point of land 
for many miles in any direction. This office was opened at Fish 
Creek by John Bell, in 1852, and subsequently removed to Prospect 
Hill, 

Rannoch —In Blanshard, was named by the authorities at 
Ottawa, in honor, it is supposed, of a loch or glen in the High- 
lands of Scotland. This office was opened in 1895, with John H. 
Jameson as first postmaster. 

Rostock—In Ellice, was named by the old settlers, who came 
from Mecklenburg, in Germany, and still mindful of the Vaterland, 
gave this postoffice the name of their old home. This office was 
opened in 1880, by Justus Kreuter, as first postmaster. 

Russeldale—In Fullarton, was named in honor of James Russell, 
an old pioneer, and founder of the village. This office was opened 
in 1874, by John Wilson, who was first postmaster. 

St. Columban—Received its name from the Church of St. 
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Columban, established by Father Schneider, whose memory is still 
dear to the old pioneers in this county, particularly those on the 
Huron Road. This office was opened in 1898, with Philip Carlin 
as first postmaster. 

St. Marys—In Blanshard, was named in honor of Mrs. Thomas 
Mercer Jones, wife of an agent of the Canada Co. For explana- 
tions in connection with the establishment of this office the reader 
is referred to the local history of St. Marys in another part of 
this work, The office was opened in 1845, with Thomas Christie 
as first postmaster. 

54, Paul—In Downie, was named after the village of St. Paul, 
capital of the township and a station on the Grand Trunk. This 
office was opened in 1875, with Charles Wilson as first postmaster. 

Science Hill,—The children going to school spoke of the build- 
ing which crowns the height of land a half mile east of the Mitchell 
Road in Blanshard as Science Hill, and hence, what was formerly 
a joke amongst the children, became the name of a post office. 
This office was opened in 1889, with William Dawson as first 
postmaster. 

Sebringville—On the boundary line between Downie and Ellice, 
was named in honor of John Sebring, the first settler there, and 
for a number of years a prominent man in politics and a member 
of the old district council in Goderich. This office was opened in 
1840, with T. A. Sebring as first postmaster. 

‘Shakespeare—On the boundary line between North and South 
Easthope, first known as Bell’s Corners, was named in honor of 
the great dramatist, William Shakespeare, by Alexander Mitchell. 
This office was opened in 1848 with Alexander Mitchell as first 
postmaster. This office was kept in the hotel for some time, and 
was removed on the appointment of William Cossey as successor 
to Mr. Mitchell. 

Shipley—In Wallace, was, it is believed, named in honor of 
the birthplace of its first postmaster, Mr. E. Bristow. This office 
was opened in 1858. 

Stafja—In Hibbert, was originally named Spring Hill, a num- 
ber of beautiful springs rising in the declivity on which the village 
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is built. Another office in Ontario of this name led to confusion 
in the mails designed for either point, when a change was made by 
the Department to Staffa. This office was opened in 1865 by 
Thomas Dunn, first postmaster. 

Stratford—Now the City of Stratford, was no doubt the first 
postoffice to be opened in this county. The stream flowing 
through the swamp, known as Victoria Lake, was named the Avon 
by the Canada Company, and the new town, first known as Little 
Thames, was called Stratford in honor of Stratford-on-Avon, the 
birthplace of William Shakespeare. This office was opened 
about 1835, with Mr. J. C. W. Daly as first postmaster. 

Tavistock—On the boundary line between South Easthope in 
Perth County and Zorra in the County of Oxford, was named in 
honor of a place of that name in England. This office was opened 
by John Voelcker in 1856. 

Topping—On the boundary line between North Easthope and 
Mornington, is supposed to be named in honor of a place on the 
borders of Devon and Somersetshires, in England, and the birth- 
place of Mr. Coulton, an old settler in that section. This office 
was opened in 1865, with S. Crozier as first postmaster. 

Trowbridge—in Elma, was opened in 1854 as Elma postofiice, 
but was subsequently changed in 1858 to Trowbridge. The first 
postmaster in 1854 was George Code. 

Trecastle—In Wallace, was named in honor of a town in 
Ireland, by a number of Irish settlers in its vicinity. This office 
was opened in 1856 by Mr. Freeborn Kee as first postmaster. 

Wallace—In the township of Wallace, was named in honor of 
the municipality, and that, we are informed, named after 
Baron Wallace, Vice-President of the Board of Trade under Lord 
Goderich. This office was opened in 1854, with Charles Burrows 
as first postmaster. 

Wartourg—In Ellice, was named after a town in Germany. 
The settlers in this vicinity were Lutherans, and the Rev. Mr. 
Schaffarnock, their minister, named the new place after Wartburg 
in Germany, where Martin Luther lay in prison for ten months, 
and employed his time in translating the Bible. This office was 
















































142 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


first opened in 1865 as Totness, G. T. Dennstett, first postmaster. 
Subsegently the name was changed to Wartburg in 1869, with E. 
Frommhagen as first postmaster. 

Whalen—On the boundary line between Biddulph and Blan- 
shard, was named after Michael Whalen, a pioneer settler, who 
kept a log tavern at this point in the early days. This office was 
opened in 1871, with J. H. Milson as first postmaster. 

Wildwood—In the township of Downie, was named by Mr. 
William Laing, first poatmaster, after a place in Florida, where 
friends were residing. This office was opened in 1896. 

Woodham—In Blanshard, was named by Mr. Jonathan Shier, a 
resident, and Mr. Walker Unwin, who was first postmaster, on a 
chance suggestion by one of the parties. This office was opened 
in 1865. 








CHAPTER X, 
LITERATURE AND ART. 


Meantime, whilst great progress had been made in every 
department of our material development, literary effort was 
unknown, or confined to the privacy of those who were actuated 
by taste, or who had strong proclivities in that direction. There 
was nothing in pioneer life, with all its intense struggle, to induce 
those whose ability would have been equal to such an undertaking 
as that of writing books. Physical and mental labor are quite 
incompatible. It was not, therefore, till the former had been 
overcome, and its stern demands had been satisfied in pioneer 
days ; when at last a resting place had been found for the toiler’s 
feet, that literary work attracted attention, 

It is true, maudlin poetic effusions appeared from time to time 
in the county newspaper press, from some young aspirant after 
fame. These productions usually displayed every evidence of a 
three-fold agony, piling up such epithets as ‘silent tomb,” “celestial 
choir,” ‘‘golden crown,” “pearly streets” and ‘empty chair.” 
These terrific ebullitions of silly juvenility, with an occasional prose 
article, containing awful denunciations of some defeated candidate 
at a municipal election, constituted our literary achievements for 
many years subsequent to first settlement. That we had a num- 
ber of citizens in this county, from an early day, of rare ability, 
their publications during the last two decades has fully 
demonstrated. A historical work of this county would be incom- 
plete without at least showing where we stand in this department 
of social life. 

In poetry, as displaying the highest form of divine literary art, 
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this county, if not in advance, is certainly equal to any other in 
Canada. In that spirituality which is the soul of poetry, in all 
those attributes which centre and focus in the human heart, and 
are evolved by human agency into tangible things, a lady in Strat- 
ford holds first rank, Mary Maitland is a sweet singer, and in 
smoothness of rythm, dignified, chaste and refined expression, in 
sympathy and intensity of feeling, is not excelled. Over nearly 
all her work a veil of strong religious sentiment has been cast, 
which, while it indicates a genuine goodness of heart, gives a 
sameness to her poems, which, in our opinion, detracts somewhat 
from their interest. She is not discoursive, neither is she gifted 
by any great imaginative power, her works being altogether a pure 
inspiration of the affections. 

Everywhere are found expressions of tenderness and deep feel- 
ing (which, after all, are, or should be, the foundation of all poetry), 
shining like pearls of a pure, womanly heart. The mission of all 
song is to elevate, soften and refine human character, and promote 
human excellence. Evidences of these noble aspirations are 
abundant throughout the work of this excellent lady. It is to be 
regretted that no edition of Mrs, Maitland’s poems has ever been 
published. On the minds of all readers they could not fail of a 
refining effect, and in promoting a lasting influence for good in 
their character. The spirit of aggrandizement never for a moment 
actuated this lady in her work. She sang because her heart was 
full. Wee feel constrained to acknowledge the honesty of thought 
expressed, when she says : 














But, if perchance some tender thought 
My homely muse in song has wrought, 
May e’er have cheered or soothed or blessed 
Some kindred heart, by awe oppressed. 








It is enough—enough for me; 
I seek no higher minstrelsy ; 

‘Though fame te deaf to their refrain, 
My songs have not been sung in vain. 


In her beautiful poem, ‘The Unattained,” Mrs. Maitland must 
have thought of her illustrious countryman, Robert Burns, with 
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his ceaseless longing for a place in men’s hearts, and of his 
ppointments far more bitter to him than death itself, when she 


Wait till the fire is quenched on lip and lyre, 
Till the last strain has died upon his tongue, 

Then we will tell, in ‘tones so like @ knell,” 
How sweetly and how well his song was sung. 


Wait till the thrill of the poor heart is still! 
Still its vain longings and its bootless strife. 


Wait till he’s dead ! and we will wreathe his head 
With chaplet fair, of amaranthine bloom ; 

And we will raise « pillar to his praise, 

Chiselled from crown to base, above his tomb. 


In a poem entitled ‘ Jubilee Song,” great vigor and felicity 
expression is evinced, with a marked smoothness in rythm. 


Come, wind your horns, my trusty men, 
‘And lusty be their blast, 
That all the rapture of the strain 
From heart to heart be passed ; 
For glad are we, 
This day to be 
Neath Britain’s glorious banner, 
Linked hand in hand 
With motherland, 
Our Queen beloved to honor. 
Wave high the flag, where, blest we dwell, 
"Mid scenes and joys serene ; 
Our sturly arms will guard it well, 
Beneath the Maples green, 
Ob! Proud are we 
This Jubilee 
Of the fair land that bote us ! 
And proud to raise 
Our song of praise 
To her, who reigneth o'er us! 


The highest production of Mrs. Maitland’s genius will be found 
in her poem, ‘Cradle Song,” which we give entire, as being 
in our opinion the best nursery poem in the English language. 
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We refer our readers to the sentiments contained in the last verse, 
every line of which contains a poem in itself. 
HEY-A-DAY! HO-A-DAY! 


Hey-a-day! Ho-a-day! What shall I sing? 
Baby is weary of everything ; 

Weary of “Black Sheep” ard “Little Boy Blue,” 
Weary of ‘Little Jack Homer,” too, 

Weary of “Ding-Dong” and “Caper and Crow,” 
Weary of “Preity Maids all in a Row; 

‘Though I have sung to her ditties a score, 

Little blue eyes are as wide as before ! 


Hey-a-day! Ho-a-day! What shall I sing, 
Sleep to the eyes of my baby to bring? 

Sing her a song of her own little self, 
Mystical, whimsical, comical elf! 

Sing of the hands that undo with their might 
More in a day than my own can set right; 
Sing of the feet ever ready to go 

Into the places no baby should know. 


Hey-aday! Ho-a-day! Thus will T sing, 
While in her cradle my baby I swings 

Sing of her tresses that toss to-and-fro, 

Shading pink cheeks on a pillow of snow; 

Sing of the cherry lips guarding for me 

‘Treasures as rare as the pearls of the sea; 

Sing of the wonder and marvellous light 

Hid in the blue eyes now blinking ‘ coop-Nicnt !” 


Hey-aday! Ho-a-day! Joy makes me sing, 
Who would have thought that A BABY could bring 
Into my bosom a love so divine, 

Into my heart all this music of mine, 

Into my home such a halo of light, 

Unto my hands such a magical might, 

Unto my feet alll the fleetness of wings, 

Into my being such wonderful things ! 


We are pleased to add our testimony to the work of this woman, 
who is, I dare say, almost unknown in her own city, and certainly 
so over a large section of this country. How true are Gray’s lines: 


Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 
‘And waste its sweetness on the desert air, 
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As one also worthy of a high place in the literature of this 
county is Thomas Sparks, M.D., St. Marys. Dr. Sparks has 
strong sympathies, which, in his poems of the affections, are every- 
where manifested in tenderness, and a lofty appreciation of those 
amenities which are constantly welling up in the heart of the 
noble, the good and the true. While his ideals of pure and exalted 
humanity are of a refined and elevating character, he has what 
Burns called, ‘A Stalk of Carle Hemp ” in his nature. This gives 
a strange contradiction to much of his work, which is frequently 
misunderstood. 

In a mind so constituted, the poetry of Dr. Sparks will be found 
either extremely tender, or, on the other hand, extremely satirical. 
In both he excels. In both he has written much which ought to 
be more widely known. In smoothness of rythm he is not equal 
to Mrs. Maitland, neither is he her equal in ease and beauty of ex- 
pression. Dr. Sparks is often rugged in his versification, but 
singularly strong, especially in his satires, in trenching into the 
folly and humbug of our social life. In some of his finest pieces 
his mind indicates a strong Byronic bias, so much, indeed, that we 
are led to believe that he had selected Byron as a model and a 
master of the highest poetic art. 

Those of our readers who are acquainted with Lord Byron's 
works will, we believe, find evidence of our assertions in the fol- 
lowing: excellent lines in his poem entitled 


“ADIEU!” 


Adiew ! Though that word be the death knell of hope, 
But still I will bid thee, forever adieu ! 

T have lingered already too long for my peace,— 

T have lingered to see thee prove false and untrve, 


I have lingered to see life’s cherished dream crushed, 
Till the sweet voice of hope in my bosom was hushed 
To the calm of despair; I have lingered to see 
The cold, heartless thing that a woman can be, 


Yet, alas ! Is that dream of our love now all gone— 
‘That spell which so fondly T hoped would prove true ; 
‘And must I then wander o'er life’s path alone, 

‘That path which T hoped I should travel with you ? 
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His poem of ‘ The Broken Vow ” is also much in the style of 
Byron, where he says— 
Take back again thy plighted troth, 
Take back again the broken vow, 
"Tis beter, better far for bot, 
That I should cease to love thee now. 


Steeled be my heart against each spell, 
Or, if that should, alas, be vain, 

‘This much at last for both were well, 
Never on earth to meet again. 


In a poem entitled ‘‘ Home ” his ideas are fully expressed. 


And dost thou ask me what is home ? 
Fond whisp’rer from yon distant planet, 

With questioning lips to mortals come 
To tell the tale that angels cannot. 

"Tis not alone where roof and room 
Without one heart tie to endear it ; 

But home is where the heart can come, 
‘And loving lips are there to cheer it. 


For home is where the star of life 
For ever sparkles bright above us, 

Where we have still some one to love, 
‘And there are still some one to love us. 


‘These quotations from Mrs. Maitland and Dr. Sparks indicate 
high poetic merit and a pure spontaniety of thought from full 
hearts, unalloyed with mercenary thoughts or actuated by selfish 


feelings. 

In the newspaper press of the county have appeared from time 
to time poems of a high standard of excellence. In the old days 
Mrs. McGregor, near St. Marys, and of a recent date Mrs. Mos- 
crip, of St. Marys, and Mr. A. Carman, of Strattord, have spent 
some time in dallying with the famous nine, 

If several of our poets have displayed great merit in their work, 
the prose writers of this county have given our people an 
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honorable position in Canadian history. It is only a few years 
since the first contribution was made to our literature in the pub- 
lication by Kathleen and Robina Lizars of “The Days of the 
Canada Company.” This book contains much fine writing, and, 
although we are not prepared to give it a high place as a historical 
record, as a faithful picture of a certain class in society 60 years 
ago, it is invaluable. As writers of good English, the Misses 
Lizars take high rank. In their description of certain events in 
the olden time they are lucid and picturesque, and many scenes 
and incidents which transpired in the Huron tract, are rendered 
attractive by a profusion of beautiful language. A few years sub- 
sequent to the publication of ‘The Days of the Canada Com- 
pany ” these ladies issued another work, ‘The Humors of 1837," 
which was followed a year or two later by a novel, supposed to be 
based on incidents which occurred in the City of Stratford. The 
popularity of this work has not been equal to that of the other 
two, While it is well written, and one or two of the characters 
are well drawn, it lacks invention, with its twin sister action, 
without which no story can ever be attractive. 

William Buckingham, now Manager of the British Mortgage 
Loan Company of Stratford, for many years editor and proprietor 
of The Stratford Beacon, is one of our best known literary men. 
He early distinguished himself as a writer on the county press, 
taking up the role of authorship subsequent to the death of Hon. 
Alexander Mackenzie. His biography of Mr. Mackenzie indicates 
fine perceptive qualities, and a command of sustained, dignified 
narrative, scarcely to be expected from one whose early years were 
occupied in writing articles for the public newspaper press, where 
short and decisive work is most effective, 

In 1894, another work was issued from the press, by William 

. Robertson, M.D., of Stratford. This is an extraordinary book, 
and indicates what can be said regarding the most ordinary 


matters of every day life, by a person having a most intimate 
knowledge of his subject. Dr. Robertson's work is on cycling, 
and as we read the really tasteful language, and marvellous treat- 
ment of this strange subject, we feel our misfortune in being born 
in an age when cycling was not so popular as now. 
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With the exception of a work issued in 1899, entitled 
“Pioneers of Blanshard,” these publications constitute the 
principal literary efforts of the prose writers of this county since 
those days when p@ans were sung to Indian maidens on Victoria’s 
lonely shore, to the-end of 1902, If the efforts of these writers 
are not such as to excite our wonder, they command our admira- 
tion, and are surely creditable to our county, and to those who 
have written them, and as years roll by will be treasures to those 
who will take our places in other days. 

While these writers have contributed something to Canadian 
literature, in other departments of intellectual work this county is 
distinguished, Agnes Knox, as an elocutionist, has done some- 
thing to extend the name of Canada into other lands, and added 
lustre to this county ; Nora Clinch, in the highest musical circles 
of Europe, has had for many years no second place, and St. Marys 
is proud of their success. In painting and the fine arts, in education, 
and in many other of the ramifications through which human 
thought extends for increasing our comfort, and augmenting our 


pleasure, pace has been kept with other departments of our material 


development, The literary, educational, and artistic achievements 
of this county need no eulogistic annunciations from any writer 
in order to attract the public attention. Perth County has given 
to our own and other lands evidences of an unfolding of intellectual 
capabilities such as to make her name “respected at home and 
revered abroad.” 





CHAPTER XI. 
AGRICULTURAL EVOLUTION. 


It was not till a pioneer had passed the most intense period of 
his struggle with nature that he reached even the incipient stage 
of agricultural evolution. Although he had settled on what would 
one day be a farm, it did not become one until he made it. For 
ten or fifteen years subsequent to entering on backwoods life he 
was not farming, but bushwhacking. His land was there, 
certainly, but was not available for agricultural purposes. It 
could not be ploughed or cultivated in any manner whatever. It 
is true that from the bush he had evolved acres of blackened 
stumps. These clearings, with some regularity, were fenced into 
fields with snake fences. His operations for eight or ten years 
subsequent to clearing the woods were at a standstill until the 
stumps were decayed sufficiently to admit of their removal. There 
was one circumstance on which he fortunately could rely. It 
rarely happened that his first crop was a failure. In those early 
days land was full of moisture, and, amongst those blackened 
stumps, for once produced abundantly. Then, not as it is now, 
it made little difference when seed was sown—a full return on that 
virgin soil was sure, His first crop having been gathered, if he 
seeded with timothy, a scanty sward of grass could ‘be obtained, 
Cultivation, however, for several years was impossible. The 


cleared land was one solid mass of stumps and roots, so thick and 
interlaced that no ploughing could be done. To obtain supplies 
for his family, desperate efforts were made to render some portion 
at least available. Pioneer implements were like pioneer settlers, 
apparently indestructible, but although constructed of enduring 
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material, often succumbed to an elm root and a pair of oxen, 
Fastening his cattle with a stout chain to the muzzle of his plough, 
he took his place between the handles, a long gad in his hand, 
and which, I am pleased to say, was rarely used, and never with 
undue severity. An axe formed part of his equipment ; also for 
emergencies. His plough frequently became fast under a root, 

\g every effort of himself and oxen to extricate it. Recourse 
was then had to his axe, cutting away the unyielding obstruction, 
before relief was obtained. If his oxen, under extra exertion, 
were able to break a root which had been drawn to its utmost 
tension, then one end would rebound to its former position, striking 
the unfortunate ploughman across his limbs with terrific force, 
This usually provoked an outpouring of spirit by the suffering 
operator, in language not un-Scriptural, but arranged in a manner 
altogether different from that heard in an experience class at a 


camp meeting, forming a strange travesty on the doxology, which 
polite people of to-day might mistake for profanity. But O, it 
was a deplorable condition for a poor man, who, day after day, 
kept up an unceasing call to his oxen, struggling at the end of a 


chain. In that lonely forest, without neighbors, penniless, friend- 
less, his home a wretched hovel, his raiment and his fare scanty, 
his toil endless, no condition out of actual slavery could be more 
wretched. But, thank God! there was hope, and to that we may 
attribute his succes: 

‘The scanty products of his operations were gathered together in 
a laborious manner. His hay he cut with a scythe. His grain 
was reaped with a sickle, and later on was cut with a cradle, 
raked with a hand rake, usually made by himself. His fork, a 
rather uncouth implement, was simply the forked end of a sapling. 
This was a fairly good article, and for all practical purposes quite 
useful. It had also this advantage, that in case of mishap it could 
be easily replaced from the adjoining woods. With his oxen and 
sled he drew his harvest to a place near the shanty, where he 
threshed it with a flail. His grain was winnowed by the breeze 
of heaven as he lifted it up; and letting it fall slowly, the wind 
removed all light material, leaving his little store in fair condition 
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for use. This, without exception, was the system adopted by all 
old settlers for a number of years until the stumps could be 
removed. Destroying these old obstructions was a joyous period 
for the pioneer. On a dark October night, every thing dry as 
tinder, the spectacle of ten or fifteen acres of burning stumps was a 
most enjoyable one. As dark clouds rolled across the murky sky, 
freshening winds soon fanned each little flame into intenser life, 
imparting a flood of light to the landscape. Here, perhaps, a 
fire mounted and glowed around the decayed remains of an old 
forest tree that stood alone like an apparition of former greatness. 
Higher and higher it mounted, fiercer and fiercer it seemed to 
burn, hotter and hotter it glowed, until the flames had devoured 
its very vitals, when, falling at last to earth, there ascended a 
shower of sparks that seemed to reach up to heaven. 

At this point, therefore, begins agricultural evolution, whose 
constant change in methods has raised this county to a high 
rank in advanced husbandry. Previous to this period, while 
environment was constantly changing, farm methods remained 
nearly the same. A transitional period was now at hand. Hitherto 
a pioneer’s success depended largely on his physical strength and 
power of endurance, A man who could work hard day and night, 
subsist on scanty and rude fare, was likely to be most progressive. 
Activity of mind was a commodity which, although present, could 
not be made available as it can be now. In clearing land the battle 
was always to the strong. To-day a successful farmer may or may 
not be a man having a muscular arm ora strong limb. Husbandry 
is no longer a trial of strength; it is now a work for our reasoning 
faculties. Any farmer who is now an acknowledged leader in his 
calling will be invariably a man of ability and correct judgment, 
no matter what his physical organism may he. He is one who 
knows well that the master’s eye is of greater consqueence to suc- 
cess than the servant’s hand. He does not now discuss questions 
of strength or endurance with his neighbours as in the old days. * 
Objects of observation, scientific research, with the data and con- 
clusions published by successful experimentalists, now occupy his 
attention. Those discussions on rotation of crops, fertilizing pro- 
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perties contained in soils, proportions of nitrates, hydrates, albu- 
minoids in foods, the butter fat contained in a given quantity of 
milk from this or that breed of cattle, all indicate that progress in 
agriculture has been very great. The very fact of men interesting 
themselves in matters involving at least a limited understanding of 
these agencies, affords evidence of a higher range of thought, and 
a desire to obtain a knowledge of those principles which so largely 
affect their calling. His very first step, when the stumps were 
removed, involved an effort of the mind and a test of his judgment 
as to what system he should adopt in order to realize the greatest 
profit without exhausting the fertility of the soil. At all hazards 
this must be maintained, or those broad acres he had hewed from 
the forest by years of toil would in a short time become valueless. 

During 1853 and 1854 an extraordinary impetus was given to 
agriculture by an event over which the pioneer had no control, 
but which, with caution and thrift, for many laid the foundation of 
future independence. A war with Russia was then in progress, 
and wheat values rose almost to famine prices. From 3o cents 
per bushel, which was all that could be obtained at that period, it 
advan. few months to $2._ Those settlers who had a large 
acreage cleared, sowed iin wheat, and, of course, realized large 
profits. While these values continued many a deserving and 
struggling backwoodsman attained to independence. Thus he 
found a nearer road to the goal he desired to attain than he had 
ever hoped. It must be remembered that results to all were not 
of that character. Many who had recently entered the woods, 
from such small clearing as they had been able to make. derived 
no advantage from this inflation, To them it was in some degree 
detrimental by increasing the price of food necessary to support 
their families, To another, and happily a small class of settlers, 
these enhanced values were not only detrimental but ruinous. 
Many became excited over the facility with which money could be 
made, and rushed madly into speculation, expecting that existing 
prices would continue. Land, which had been leased from the 
Canada Company at $2 per acre, was now being sold by lessees at 
$20. Such profits were enormous, and speculation became wild. 
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The war closed, and wheat fell to 50 cents per bushel. This 
resulted in such a period of depression as Canada had never seen. 
Men, who were wealthy a few months previous, soon became 
poor, and, the greater quantity of land they possessed, so much 
more wretched was their condition. While the inflation lasted it 
was of great advantage to a large number, but it involved others 
in difficulties from which they were never able to recover. 

In 1852, an organization became general in this county which 
has been of marked benefit to farm husbandry in every depart- 
ment, and without which agricultural evolution would not have 
been so rapid nor diversified in its results. 

At this period, the strain of pioneer life was becoming relaxed, 
and a transition had taken place in farm management, which 
demanded an opportunity of comparison with those. methods that 
had led to success, where they had been adopted. By bringing 
all products of the agriculturist once in each year into one place, 
a great educational system would be inaugurated. As these 
qualities of good and inferior are relative qualities, so an animal 
which appears to its owner as possessed of superior excellence, 
may appear quite deficient when compared with another of the 
same age and breed. In a friendly contest of this description in 
a show ring, agriculture has largely to gain. There is no doubt 
but that farmers in Perth County, and in Canada, have been aided 
in a marvellous degree by exhibitions, on their onward march to 
that high point of perfection they have now attained, A success- 


ful competitor, proud of his well-merited honor, pressed forward 


to still greater achievements. Those who did not succeed were 
now aware of their deficiencies, and determined before another 
trial of skill came on, that they would not only have repaired 
former defects, but reach a higher point than had ever yet been 
attained, 

Competition amongst our great agriculturists is not actuated by 
such consideration as prize money received for successful achieve- 
ments in a show ring. Agricultural evolutions sprung from higher 
Principles. Those men who have led the van in our present 
advanced husbandry have been public benefactors, and any 














156 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


advantage they may have obtained, financially or otherwise, has 
been nobly gained. Our successful farmers have protected their 
discoveries by no patent rights, their methods are free to the poor- 
est of their brother farmers, as the sun of heaven to their fields, 

Those breeds of cattle and horses, which now add so much to 
farm profits, were not introduced in this county for several years 
subsequent to 1852. As late as 1867, eggs, no important 
farm product, had no Commercial value, and could nat_be-sold_for 
money, Cheese was imported from the United States or Great 
Britain, and was b , except on rare occasions. Butter 
could not _be sold, and was exchanged with—tradesmien and 
merchants for goods at prices about one-third of what is now-paid 





every day on the Stratford market. Merchants, as a rule, 
accepted this commodity from customers, at a price payable in 
goods, not that they desired it, but because they were desirous of 
obliging their patrons. They regulated the price largely by the 
goods accepted in payment. In many instances this product, 
which some good farmer's wife had brought a long distance 
through the woods, with the oxen and sled, was execrable. She 
received a similar price to that paid for a better article, and the 
merchant had to regulate his charges on goods in order to 
indemnify himself from loss on the transaction. 

The first agricultural society was organized county on 
December 15, 1841. Mr. William Jackson was elected President, 
John Gowanlock, Treasurer, and J. J. E. Linton, Secretary. 
Fairs were held in Stratford at the junction of those streets in 
front of the Court House and Central School. It does not appear 
that these exhibitions were kept up with regularity until 1847. 
Subsequent to this period, and particularly after 1852, fairs or 
exhibitions were organized in several municipalities. No grants 
in aid of these societies were made by the townships till 1852, 
although from that date they have been continuous, if not as 
liberal as institutions of that importance would demand. In a 
very short time the influence of agricultural societies began to be 
felt. About 1860 farmers were making enquiries where improved 
stock of all kinds could be obtained, Hitherto, the old back- 
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woods cow, and her offspring, browsed in the bush throughout 
the county. She usually made her appearance with the first 
pioneer, and nobly did she fill her mission. Of what breed she 
was, no man knoweth. Doubtless, at the close of that prolonged 
wet spell, which was so disastrous to agriculture in remote Asia, 
she had stepped from the Ark when it rested on Mount Arrarat. 
Released from a mode of life so inconsistent to her nature, she 
availed herself of freedom once more, by seeking the forest. 
Where she spent her probationary period before entering on her 
high calling, in the woods, no one can say. Long before men 
had ever dreamed of Durhams, Devons, Holsteins, Polls or Jerseys, 
she was doing a noble work. She was essentially pioneer in her 
temperament, in her instincts, and in her power of physical 
endurance. The most dismal forest had no terrors for her. All 
day long, under a leafy canopy of forest trees, she roamed at will. 
Ail night long, under the sparkling stars, she persevered in her 
vocation, the bell on her neck sounding a continuous tinkle, 
tinkle, tinkle. She appeared to be possessed of an intuitive feel- 
ing, that unless she accomplished the work she had to do, the 
fed children of some poor settler would not relish their scanty fare 
without her contribution, For those wild beasts that roamed the 
forest, she cared not a bodle. For her a brush fence had no 
terrors. If she became entangled in a windfall, far away in the 
woods, she faced the difficulty, as did Napoleon on his march to 
Italy, when he said: ‘There shall be no Alps.” She simply 
considered there was no obstruction, and with one bound, Lo ! 
she was free. In winter, she subsisted on browse, her favorite 
repast the tops of the sugar maple. At eventide, she retired to 
her accustomed place near the shanty door, where half smothered 
with drift, she stood meekly chewing her cud, until a new day 
brought new: enterprises. Our reminiscences of the backwoods 








cow may not be always tender, still we cherish a warm feeling for 
her, as we do of much that now has gone by in days of yore ; like 
much that existed in pioneer days, she also has passed away. 
Previous to introducing pure bred stock into this county, our |/ 
export trade was simply nothing in comparison to what it is now. |! 
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VY All farm products of this description were sent to Buffalo. An 
ordinary cow was sold for about $15. An animal of three years 
old, for shipping, brought from $17 to $25. A horse was worth 
from $50 to $80. Lambs were worth $2, Hogs, dressed, were 
sold for from $2.50 to (on rare occasions) $5. Trade in live hogs 
was not introduced for many years subsequent to 1860, that \ 
being the date to which these prices apply. During 1859, Mr. 
William Laing, of Downie, an enterprising and excellent man ; 
Mr. Hugh Thompson, of an adjoining municipality, and later Mr. 
Black and Mathew Forsyth, of Blanshard, introduced pure bred 
Durhams into Perth County. Mr, Laing was the pioneer breeder, 
not only of Durhams, but Leicester sheep, which he bought in 
1853. In that section of the country east of Toronto, and particu- 
larly in South Ontario, the Millers, of Pickering, Jas. I. Dav 
son, of Balsam, and Mr. Dryden, of Brooklyn, had laid the founda- 
tion of stock breeding, and which, through the exertions of these 
great men, soon reached a high standard. From this centre 
radiated our pure bred Durham stock, not only in this county, but 
everywhere in the west. We do not hesitate to say that the 
evolution arising from the efforts of these pioneers has resulted in 
enormous pecuniary profit to our farmers, and but for this move- 
ment, out of hundreds of thousands of dollars obtained by agricul- 
turists in Perth for export cattle every year, nothing comparatively 
would have been received. 

Improvement in horses came later. It was not till 1867 that 
the first imported Clyde horse was brought into this county. Mr. 
Thomas Evans, who had removed to Blanshard from Ontario 
County, introduced pure bred horses by importing from Scotland 
“ Canobie,” arriving in September. Those efforts of Mr. Evans 
to attain such results as had been reached in the County of Ontario 
were in a few years so apparent, that raising Clydesdale horses 
soon became a prominent industry on every farm. A singular 
combination of circumstances occurring at this period, gave a 
greater impetus to this department of industry than it otherwise 
could have attained. The abrogation of the Ashburton Treaty, at 
the termination of the American civil war, was followed closely by 
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protective legislation being enacted in that country. These events 
created a marvellous development in many industries in the United 
States. Amongst others, that of iron and steel in Pennsylvania, 
necessitating a large number of heavy horses being employed. 
These could not be obtained in their own country, and Canada 
being so contiguous, was swarmed with buyers from the south, 
Heavy horses advanced in price to a point never reached before in 
Canadian history. This movement was still further intensified by 
introducing the street car system in cities and towns. Street cars, 
at their inception and for years subsequently, were operated 
entirely by horses of lighter calibre, A demand was thus created 
for smaller animals, which our farmers were not for a time able to 
supply. While our market for horses was now most remunera- 
tive, other branches of farm husbandry were crowding in. Those 
importations made by Mr. James I. Davidson, John, George and 
William Miller, and introduced by Mr. Laing into Perth, had 
vastly improved our stock. In 1876 Mr. Thomas 0. Robson, 
Samuel Sparling, William and John Weir exported the first load 
of cattle from this county to Liverpool, thus introducing a branch 
of trade which has added greatly to the wealth of our farmers, 
Prices of stock now advanced rapidly until (such has been the 
evolution of agriculture) many an old pioneer who had been rejoiced 
to obtain 234 cents per Ib for his beef and his pork received as 
thuch as 7 cents per Ib live weight for his cattle, and to-day is in 
receipt of the same figure for his hogs. 

Meanwhile development in other lines, opening up new industries 
for the farmer, were at his door. Hon. Thomas Ballantyne had 
made some investigations about_1864 into co-operative dairying, 
and subsequently erected the first cheese factory in this county. 
Milk stands were now seen on the concession lines, an object of 
curiosity to strangers, who were quite at a loss to explain or give 
areason for such structures. A solution was soon evident. 

This accumulation of concurrent events gave a great impetus to 
agriculture in this county, and, indeed, throughout Canada. Those 
old log structures, which constituted over go per cent. of farm 
buildings in Perth as late as 1860, were soon replaced by great 
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barns for shelter and accommodation of products. During the 
next 25 years a marvellous development was apparent in every 


department, and agricultural evolution made greater progress 
during that period than it has done either before or since. Roads 
were improved, substantial bridges were erected, brick residences 
built, and carriages of luxurious construction obtained for the 
farmer and his family, all indicating opulence and comfort. 

Out-buildings, which had formerly been set on blocks, were now 
raised, and basements of stone, brick, or cement placed under 
them, as stables for stock. Root cellars, hitherto consisting of a 
hole excavated in a contiguous clay bank, and covered with clay, 
supplemented in winter by stable manure, were now allowed to 
fall into ruin and decay. Ample storage for roots was obtained 
under the barns, and so convenient that the labour of feeding was 
reduced to a minimum. In that period, between 1860 and 1865, 
the old turkey wing cradle was laid aside, and the reaping machine 
and mower was heard on many farms during harvesting season. 
‘These evolutionary inventions rendered agricultural life a vocation 
requiring comparatively little physical labor. It was fast be- 
coming what it is to-day—a noble opportunity for displaying skill 
and intellectual power. Muscle is now no longer the dominant 
factor in successful farming. Success in agriculture is now an 
effort of the mind. Muscle being a subordinate quality, is a co- 
ordinate action only in materializing thought. So rapid and 
sweeping were these changes, that old pioneers could scarcely 
realize that harvest could be gathered without the old scythe and 
hand rake. It was a pleasant revelation to his family when it 
was no longer necessary they should, through the long weary da 
toil on in order to secure the offerings of nature. 

Evolution of the self-binder was slow. The use of wire for 
tying was a serious objection to its becoming general as an 
implement of economic usefulness on an ordinary farm. Persistent 
speculation and experimental calculations of mechanical experts 
ultimately triumphed, and the problem of binding with twine was 
solved, As it is manufactured to-day, this machine is an 
extraordinary production of scientific and constructive skill, 
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unapproached in practical utility by any implement on the farm. 
It seems a ‘far cry” from the ox-sled, the shanty and the flail, to 
the binder, the comfortable buildings, horse forks, slings, and 
steam threshing machines. A few are still remaining in the 
county, who will remember the little open threshing mill, with 
three or four yoke of oxen hitched to the open arms of a power 
set amongst stumps. This implement, which was a great improve- 
ment on the flail, consisted of a small cylinder and concave only. 
Through a small opening in front of this cylinder, the wheat was 
driven with terrific force, and a barricade was always erected to 
prevent it flying away to the four winds of heaven. A man was 
stationed facing the machine, his face protected with a cloth from 
the grain that would have cut into his flesh as it was driven 
outward, and drew away the strawasit accumulated. This, also, 
has happily passed away. That evolution which has given us 
the modern steam thresher, as it screams and roars, tearing the 
sheaves in pieces with a mouth of steel, as unsatisfiable in its 
devouring passion as an ocean whirlpool, or the scorching breath 
of a furnace, is a most welcome one. 

No implement was hailed with greater delight by the farmer 
than the binder. It removed at once that pressure and strain for 
assistance which he experienced on approach of harvest, and a 
greater degree of independence was felt than before. It appeared 
as if evolution had resulted largely in his favor. 

While all this was true, and this machine had rendered farm 
life more desirable, it proved disastrous to his vocation in a 
way he did not foresee, and could have made no provision against 
even if he had. That ease with which cereals of all kinds could 
be harvested rendered available for their growth millions of acres 
of prairie lands unexcelled in fertility. It undoubtedly made grain 
Production on these prairies, not only feasible, but extremely 
Profitable. This brought a formidable competitor into the market, 


which, under that old system of the cradle scythe, could not, nor 
would not, have been in existence. Without these machines, the 
vast plains of Dakota, Minnesota, and our own North West, 
would have little or no influence on the world’s supplies. By its 
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agency, therefore, fortunes were soon made on these fertile lands 
for several years after its inception, until production far exceeded 
those demands made even by an increasing population. This 
resulted in a depression of prices such as had not been known for 
over a quarter of a century. Farmers in Perth County, and, 
indeed, throughout Canada, soon. found that, though they had 
been relieved of much severe toil, the remedy was more disastrous 
to their financial condition than those ills they had formerly to 
contend with. 

Every year brought lower values than that preceding it, until 
wheat, which had been sold for many years at a remunerative 
price, was fed to cattle and pigs on nearly every farm. About 
1885, farming in this county had reached its highest point in 
success, and during the next ten years suffered a period of 
depression, such as many had not previously experienced. It must 
be noted here, that previous to 1860, scarcely any winter wheat 
was produced in this county. Spring wheat, which had been the 
great staple, was in 1863 or ’4, attacked by an insect midge, and 
with such injurious results, that its cultivation had to be almost 
wholly abandoned. Winter wheat was subsequently introduced, 
and being impervious to the midge, was cultivated with great 
success. The profits arising from winter wheat culture, combined 
with prices obtained for stock, soon affected land. Prices advanced 
fapidly, and previous to 1885, when the collapse came, it was sold 
for from $70 to $100 per acre. After this period, in less than five 
years, it had depreciated not less than from fifteen to twenty per 
cent. To those farmers who had mortgaged their property, raising 
funds to increase their acreage, in marly cases for their sons, this 
depreciation simply meant ruin. Under those favourable 
conditions which had prevailed, a margin of twenty per cent. 
would be considered a sufficient payment on an adjoining property 
During that depressing period, however, this amount was soon 
lost. Thus, with commendable intentions and thrifty endeavours, 


many a farmer in this county lost his all, in his efforts to make 


provision for his family 
It is said that misfortunes never come singly, and this was 
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exemplified to a great degree by our agriculturists at this par- 





ticular crisis, That sleepless and ever restless spirit of progress 
which gave him the binder, destroying his market for cereals, was 
like a nemesis still on his track, In its gropings in that dark sea 
of possibilities it seized and brought to light the electric street 
This beautiful and economic achievement of science fell on him 
aga ion. For several 
years pre p- 
plying horses at remunerative prices to street car companies, 
These, being now. supplanted by electricity, were turned like a 
torrent back on himself. In this case, as with his grain, he was 
perfectly helpless. When electricity became general as a motive 
power on street cars, thousands of horses were thrown on the 
market, and sold at whatever price a purchaser chose to offer. 
United States farmers also had imported from Canada immense 





ar. 











in with crushing effect from another dire 





ious his energies were taxed to their utmost limit: 








numbers of young Clydes for the purpose of improving their own. 





‘As soon, therefore, as Americans felt that they were able to supply 
their own market, an embargo was placed on Canadian horses, 
which has for years v ‘led the trade. All these circum- 
stances had a depressing effect on agriculture, and my brother 
farmers will be my judges when I say that those five years, from 
1890 to 1895, constitute the most depressing period that has over- 
taken them since the early settlement and development of this 
county. Every day farms were advertised for sale under mortgage 
and otherwise, for which no buyers could be found, and told all 
too well that the position of a husbandman at this period was not 














an enviable one. 

If the self-binder effected a shrinkage in the price of bread- 
stu’s, which for a time was disastrous to agriculturists, it has in 
other directions been of great advantage. High prices obtained 
for cereals, previous to its introduction, led the farmer to adopt a 
system in their production which was rapidly depleting the soil 
of its fertility. His whole energy was expended in producing 
wheat, almost exclusive of other branches of husbandry. This 
exhausted his land, leading to frequent failure of crops, which he 


attributed to every cause but the correct one. Weeds became so 
1 
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prevalent that they could scarcely be controlled, and were fast 
completing what he had begun, a total extinction of plant food on 
his farm. New methods had to be adopted. To compete with 
the western prairie in wheat growing was impossible, and his vain 
efforts in that direction hitherto had resulted in financial embar- 
rassment and disaster. At this point in our history, therefore, 
may be said to begin our present operations in high class farming. 

Co-operative dairying, introduced by Hon. Thomas Ballantyne 
in 1867, had now, in many sections, become general and remunera- 
ive. In 1881 the first creamery on the Fairlamb, or cream gather- 
ing system, was erected in Blanshard. In 1876 T. O. Robson and 
others first exported cattle to Liverpool from Perth County. Ex- 
periments at Guelph College taught the farmer that feeding swine 
under a covering of snow in a fence corner was not the most 
profitable method. It taught him also what was of equal import- 
ance—that to realize the greatest profit from his operations his 
animals must not exceed a certain weight. He is now charged 
with disposing of this product at weights so light as to endanger 
his market. Be this as it may, he is not farming purely from 
philanthropic moti So long as buyers do not discriminate in 
prices he will likely produce that which is most profitable to him- 
self, In consequence of these changes in his method fertility is 
being restored to the soil. By growing clover, and by pasture, 
weeds are being eradicated. A better and more profitable system 
is being carried on, greatly to his profit. 

It is asserted that a discontinuance of wheat growing by intro- 
ducing the binder is largely responsible for a decreased population 
in rural municipalities. This is no doubt true, but it is not an 
evil. If the waggon maker, shoe maker, tailor, and other rural 
tradesmen, who were located at the ‘‘corners,” are no longer to 
be found, their absence is not detrimental either to themselves 
or those surrounding. He is not lost to our country. He has 
simply removed to the workshop or factory, where his labour 
still in demand at a fair compensation, and his earnings promptly 
paid at the period agreed upon. Improved machinery is now 
available, and he can construct a better implement or vehicle, 
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which is sold at one-third less cost to a consumer than he possibly 
could do in his little shop on the concession line. This argument 
will also apply largely to farm hands. Many of these have left 
the farm, it is true, but, like the mechanics, they are not gone 
from Canada. What has taken place is a change of residence 
and vocation. If they are not swinging a cradle in the harvest 
field, they are constructing machines that will do better work than 
could be done with a scythe, and at much less cost, Evolution of 
farm life during the last 20 years has been great, and, even if the 
rural population has decreased in number, there is no cause for 
alarm. Farmers have not been losers, and let us hope that those 
who were farm laborers have been benefited by the change. In 
Perth County over 80 per cent, of the land is now cleared, of which 
in 1900 about 57 per cent. was under crop. The valuation of 
field products in that year was $4,347,468 ; orchard and garden, 
$250,000, Live stock sold, $1,653,595. Twenty-five cheese 
factories produced-goads valued at $500,000:—Creamery butter 
brought $100,000, making our produce for one year in these 
departments $7,000,000, 

The value of real estate, returned by assessors, exclusive of 
Stratford and St. Marys, was $20,000,000, to which may be added 
at least 12 per cent. to find its actual market value ; buildings, 
$7,752,736 ; implements, $2,016,159 ; live stock, $4,663,431, or a 
grand total of about $38,000,000, as being the working capital of 
farmers in this county. 

Meantime, as agriculture was passing through this period of 
depression, evolution in other departments of husbandry was 
opening up new avenues of profit. Commercial and transportation 
facilities had made great progress, completely revolutionizing old 
methods, Poultry, previous to 1860, was not profitable. For 
this class of goods no market had been established, The system 
of storing eggs for export, introduced by J. D. Moore, of St. 
Marys, in 1867, created this now important source of agricultural 
income. On every farm this forms a large portion of its cash 
Tevenue, A system of cold storage was long in existence in Mr. 
Moore’s warehouse before it came into general use in other 
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sections. In marketing farm products of various 
storage has been of marked advantage, By establi 
mens’ associations, through the instrumentality of Hon. Thomas 





Ballantyne and others, and introducing co-operation in the factory’ 





system, much has been done for this county 

‘Another important factor in evolution of later years is the 
Agricultural College at Guelph. Experiments carried on in that 
institution, and disseminated to every corner of Ontario, have been 
characterized by their scope and reliability. This innovation was 
looked upon by many farmers, in whose interest it was founded, 
for years with suspicion. They regarded it as not being introduced 
for their benefit, but as a quiet retreat for superannuated 
politicians. Here they could regale themselves in innocent 












retirement, on dairy skimmings, and that more nutritious product 
made from the first milk of renewed cows. Here could they rest 
after their patriotic labors in nation building, innocent of personal 
advantages, guileless as the prattle of new born babes. For- 
tunately for Ontario, it was saved by the good sense and 
honest conduct of Principal Mills, under whose management 
it has become an institution of which this country may boast. 
In proof of this assertion, I refer my readers to those thousands 
of farmers who visit it every summer, with increasing pleasure 
and certainly with increased profit. Farmers’ institutes, introduced 








twelve years ago, have also been prominent factors in agricultural 
education, Those discussions, which take place at their meetings, 
have aroused a spirit of enquiry, and provided a means for an 





interchange of methods and ideas amongst farmers, productive of 
lasting good. 

Evolution in this department of education has done more than 
I have hinted at so far in this chapter. It has developed a faculty 
in the agricultural class, which was supposed not to exist even by 
themselves. That a farmer, nay, that a large number of farmers, 
are not only able to speak in public, but are able to speak well, 
would be a matter of surprise to those orators who launched 
their political thunderbolts in the log school house forty years ago 
to an assemblage of what they considered gaping clowns, redolent 











AGRICULTURAL EVOLUTION 167 








































"of perspiration and bad tobacco. Still, away in an obscure corner 
of those old buildings, eyes were even then peering through the 
light emitted by the solitary tallow candle, that in later years 
shone with greater brilliancy than ever did those of the champion 
elucidator, who stamped, raved and roared, thumping the teacher’ 
desk, in order to give point and force to an argument, which in 
reality was destitute of both. 

In every department of agriculture now, educational facilities 
are afforded those desiring them, without money and without 
price. Horse breeding, cattle breeding, sheep, hogs and poultry 
‘ociations, are all engaged in disseminating knowledge to the 

Canadian farmer. As we have stated elsewhere, a survival of the 
fittest no longer applies to muscular effort, in agricultural success. 
Progress arises now from that higher intellectual development, 
which enables us to change material things, rendering them sub- 
servient not only to our happiness, but largely extending our 
sphere of usefulness. Thus, we are smoothening the path for other 
wayfarers journeying on the same road, who may not be possessed 
of such exalted attributes as ourselves. 

It is hardly possible at this present time that any farmer can 
plead ignorance of the theory or practice of agriculture as a cause 
of his non-success. ‘The transactions of all those various societies 
and associations are scattered broadcast throughout our country 
every year. In those records are found the experience of our 
best men ; aye, there will be found the accumulated experience of 
many great men who are no longer with us, but whose work 
remains to show as a clear path where they had trod when all 
around was darkness. This work of these old husbandmen is 
now a nebulous constellation, whose light will shine in remote 
years into the home of every farmer in Canada. 

On every hand, therefore, we are pleased to note in this county 
the path of progress is beaten smooth by an onward marching of 
many restless feet. Old methods are set aside. ‘They have served 
their time as instruments of development, and, like cast-off gar- 

~ ments, are laid away never to be restored. If the self-binder has 
rendered wheat cultivation less profitable, those various associa- 
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tions with the Guelph College, through its experimental work, 
have so plied the farmer at his own fireside with such an array of 
facts as compelled him, in spite of his conservative character, to 
adopt new methods. By introducing these suggestions and inno- 
vations, his success is a matter of surprise even to himself. If he 
had been left alone, if no effort had been made to open up new 
systems, where he could apply his energy with some hope of fair 
remuneration, his condition would have been hopeless indeed. It 





would have been vain for him to attempt these experiments himself, 
He had neither time nor appliances at his disposal for their successful 
prosecution if he had the training. Farmers in this county, and, 
indeed, agriculturists everywhere, were fortunate in having David- 
sons, Laings, Millers and Ballantynes to urge upon our public 
men the necessities of action to restore in some way that prosperity 
which, for a while, appeared to have passed away. As a result of 
these efforts we have now attained a supremacy in the British 





markets for nearly all our products, But, while this may be so, 
we must not forget that we did not attain that position without a 
severe struggle. Let us not forget that on the pinnacle of fame 
there is no room to spare, and an ever present danger of falling, 
Let us not forget that the price of supremacy is eternal watch- 
fulness. Let us not forget, that to retain our prestige, it must be 
guarded with a miser's care. Let us not forget, that if once lost 
it may be like virtue that never can be restored. 

The outcome, therefore, of all this chipping and hewing, this 
pulling down and building up, this clearing away old systems and 
setting up new methods, has been to give the skilled and educated 
farmer a preponderating influence amongst those of his calling. 
Notwithstanding high prices paid for labour to a man who under- 
agriculture are greater now than 





stands his business, profits i 
ever before. As might be expected, land is increasing in value, 
buyers are now quite numerous, and sales are easily effected. 
Interest on money is falling. Bank deposits by the farmers in 
Perth County are increasing to such a degree as never previously 
attained, all indicating that this period of depression has, happily, 
passed away. 
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Meantime, while these great and salutary changes were being 
wrought out in agricultural methods, that agency which had been 
largely instrumental in bringing them into existence was ap- 
parently falling into senility or decay. If the rural exhibition or 
show fair had not outlived its usefulness it was fast passing that 
of its popularity. It had been a marvellous educator, and an 
effective promoter of our advanced agriculture. It was the 
nimbus from which radiated that great improvement in stock, as 
well as many of those methods which have added greatly to our 
profit. That agency which brought men together, to compare 
products of skill, was an agency that promoted rivalry in the show 
ring. Rivalry in the show ring brought into existence a deter- 
mination to achieve greater success. This, again, created a spit 
of enquiry amongst exhibitors themselves how such results could 
be further extended and made more beneficial still. This desire 
led to associations being formed in every department of farm 
industry, to discuss methods and relate experiences. These were 
the class meetings in agriculture, where each in turn told others 
all the good that had befallen him by adopting certain methods. 
With a noble generosity, savoring more of philanthropy than that 
selfish feeling which, to a greater or less degree, animates all men, 
every new discovery was free to all. In our agricultural system 
there are no patent rights. What is known to our greatest and 
most successful farmer is the property of every living soul if he 
choose to look at it. It is this splendid aspect of rural life which 
distinguishes it from all others. 

Though these various agencies in agricultural evolution may 
have accomplished much in Perth County, by a united effort they 
might accomplish much more. It must be borne in mind, that 
good as these associations are, and good as the local exhibitions 
may be, there is a vast amount of knowledge in connection with 
successful agriculture that cannot be communicated in a show 
ground or association class meeting. This information must be 
set forth and exemplified on the farm itself, In recognition of 
this important principle, therefore, the Agricultural College has 
been established at Guelph. At this institution, instruction i 
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imparted in practical husbandry. A young student at this school 
may now be possessed of more practical knowledge of agriculture, 
in a year or two, than his forefathers were, after a long life of 
patient investigation. 

A tree that has produced such fruit as our country fair, should 
not be allowed to pass out of existence without a proper enquiry 
into those causes which have led to its apparent decay. There 
may yet be some sap in the old trunk, which can be utilized before 
it is allowed to topple over and be laid with the ox-yoke, the sled, 
and the old muley cradle. As a matter of fact, the country fair 
has been assailed from without, and whatever inanition may exist 
in it at present does not arise because its usefulness is gone. 
Those principles underlying the country fair never can be gone. 
Everything that is lasting and useful must rest on a sound found- 
ation. This foundation ought to be a concrete mass of elementary 
knowledge, which, in progressive minds, evolves into great prin- 
ciples. A youth learns his alphabet. On these letters, therefore, 








“isms,” and ‘ologies.” To send him to a university, at the outset 
of his career, would be like inverting the order of creation. To 
climb the hill “ difficulty,” all must start from the plain. It is 
important when we begin our journey, which may or may not lead 
to success, that our path should be smooth, and every step in our 
ascent be as easy as possible. By and by, the wayfarer will gain 
confidence in himself, as he proceeds, and obstacles that would 
appear insurmountable at the outset of his career, will further on 
only add zest to his determination. 

If these elements lead to success in academic lines, they have 
also a similar influence on agriculture, through the rural sho 
Few men, entering on the business of stock-breeding, make their 
first appearance at some great exhibition in Toronto or elsewhere. 
Here they would have to enter the lists against old veterans, who 
have made Canada’s name great as an agricultural country. In 
fact, it requires considerable courage and assurance for an 
exhibitor to enter a show ring for his first time, even at a township 
fair. It is quite possible he may have seen his neighbor's stock, 
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likely to come into competition, and is'satisfied of the superiority 
of his own, before he makes an attempt. His conduct in this case 
may be called cowardly—it is not cowardice, it is caution, and 
caution well applied, 

I may be asked, however, as only one can be first, what effect 
would failure have on other competitors. Failure implies a want 
of excellence in the goods on exhibition, and the act of comparing, 
in itself, affords an object lesson for all parties to be found nowhere 
else. If an exhibitor, who has to accept second or third class 
honours, is possessed of those qualities essential to success, his 
failure will stimulate him to greater exertions in overcoming those 
defects, which led to his defeat, On the other hand, if defeat 
drives him from the ring, agriculture has lost nothing. Any man, 
who leaves the field at his first repulse, will never accomplish 
much for himself nor any one else. 

Before closing this chapter on our agricultural progress, I may 
be permitted briefly to notice those arguments put forward by 
those who desire to destroy the old pioneer institution of the rural 
fair, which, in this county, since its general inception in 1852, has 
done a great work. 

ist. It has, they say, served its purpose, as did those old 
pioneers who brought it into existence. They are now of the 
past ; bury it with them. 

2nd. These fairs have degenerated into a harvest field for fakirs, 
who ply their nefarious vocations in a manner detrimental to our 
youths from the rural districts. 

3rd. Horse racing engrosses the attention of visitors, and there 
is no time to glance at fancy quilts, needlework, big pumpkins, 
fat steers, or overfed pigs. A young lady performing on a wire, 
whose garments are suggestively scanty, in her frantic efforts to 


arrange her hair with one of her feet, is an attraction for many, 


especially vulgar male visitors. Times are now changed since 
those good old days, when an exhibitor, with his wife and family, 
sat near the sheep pen, or chicken coup, masticating a substantial 
repast the good, careful woman had brought from her home. In 
fact, itis asserted our country fairs are anything but an agricultural 
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show. There is an apparent truthfulness on the surface of these 
assertions, which ought to be noticed. 

1st. Simply to assert that an institution has outlived its useful- 
ness is in no wise significant of the fact. That it was brought 
into existence by our old pioneers is true, It is also true that they 
brought into existence those farms, fields, and roads, and laid the 
foundations of our present prosperity in Perth County. When 
they organized the township fair, it exemplified those elementary 
principles that nothing so far has superseded. If it is greater 
to create than to destroy, then let those who are desirous of 
pulling down the old institution put forward something to replace 
it. We cannot afford to destroy public schools because universi 
ties and colleges are being multiplied, Neither can we afford to 
destroy local fairs because larger institutions exist elsewhere. 
Both are requisite ; let both remain. 

and. To say that show grounds are infested with fakirs to a 
greater extent now than they were fifty years ago is not correct. 
If the presence of these people is not an unmixed good, neither 
is it an unmixed evil. It is a peculiarity of many, particularly 
of young people (not by any means to their discredit), that at a 
would be 


























certain age more knowledge than they now po: 
superfluous, Whatever a fakir may know of his own business, 
some untutored swain is satisfied he can teach something more. 
We also have ignorant, greedy old heads who want something for 
nothing, and they think now is their opportunity. These two 
classes comprise the patrons of all wheels of fortune and soap 
fakirs. To be duped out of a few dollars by one of these men is 
a positive gain to a young person, teaching a never to be for- 
gotten lesson, that, notwithstanding all our knowledge, there is 
still something to be known. 

3rd. It in no way detracts from the usefulness of a rural exhi- 
bition that all visitors do not stand in ecstasies admiring a fat pig 








grunting in his pen, or an overgrown steer leisurely reclining in 
his stall. The great mass of people who attend agricultural shows 
have certain proclivities, and the desire or taste of each will guide 
him unerringly to that exhibit which is most agreeable to his 
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interest or his liking. Thus, horsemen will be found with the 
horses, stock breeders will be found at the stalls or pens of cattle, 
sheep, or swine. Others will eschew all of these, and feast their 
eyes on a painting, fine needle work, or domestic manufactures. 
This will occupy a portion of the day only, when all, having 
enjoyed those triumphs of skill each in his own department, will 
seck pleasure in other directions. Thus, every skillful manager of 
an exhibition will provide means of rational entertainment for 
its patrons along with that instruction to be received from 
exhibits. In every department of farm husbandry there are only 
a few who lead, and to these is relegated by common consent the 
responsibility of maintaining and raising still higher the standard 
of excellency, that all may profit thereby. By removing this means 
of comparison, and taking away the honorable and public recog- 
nition of superior skill, a great incentive to all progress is 
destroyed. 

Again, to make life worth living, there must be some relaxation. 
Amusements at all public gatherings are indispensable, and form 
an important part in every condition of our lives, When all 
departments have been visited and commented upon, a place on the 
grand stand is enjoyed by all. If the colt of one neigbour beat 
another's in the farmers’ trot, failure is not disappointment. Let 
it go ; we have had a good time, and the old show fair is getting 
better every year. It would be as reasonable to take away our 
churches, because some agriculturist attends punctually every 
Sabbath day for no apparent purpose beyond enjoying a quiet 
nap, his head rolling around on his massive shoulders, during 
service, as listless as one of his own turnips. Churches are 
indispensable in maintaining an exalted standard of good, as our 
rural exhibitions are indispensable in maintaining a high standard 
of agricultural progress. Rural shows are inductive, as public 
schools are inductive, and both are essential to our development. 

We have pointed out in this chapter the evolution of agriculture 
in Perth County, although our deductions are in a manner appli- 
cable to all Ontario. I may be permitted to emphasize that 
inductive transition, from the rural show to the various associa- 
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tions, thence onward to the central exhibition, thence onward to 
the agricultural college, thence onward to the fat stock show at 
Guelph, which seems to be the greatest triumph of all. It is a 
marvellous skill that detects in a herd of cattle, all good, some 
individual whose adaptability excels all others in beefing qualities, 
by certain indications unknown to an ordinary observer, but clear 
as noon-day sun to a skilled agriculturist, It is quite as marvel- 
lous, that having made a selection, he should be able to gauge its 
powers of assimilation so correctly, that a ration supplied will 
produce the highest possible results without endangering’ its 
vitality. This show is more than educational or inductive ; it is 
impressive, and a revelation to thousands of clever, intelligent 
men who visit it that they will never forget. 

‘Notwithstanding all that has been accomplished during the last 
fifty years, there is yet no time to rest. No one of those old 
veteran agriculturists, who have done so much to exalt their 
calling, will say, here we must end. We have only begun to 
ascend the hill, and may be said to rest on a ledge, where we can 
trace our steps on the plain below. In agricultural evolution 
there is no rest. We must continue to advance, but on other 
lines from those of old pioneer days. Culture, skill, scientific 
knowledge, and the accumulating conclusions of investigators, 
will more and more become factors in agricultural success. Let 
the husbandman, therefore, place his scaling ladder on the moun- 
tain side and prepare for a greater ascent, and a more extended 
view into new fields yet unexplored. 

I, therefore, beseech my brother farmer to acquire a true 
appreciation of the dignity of his calling. His position is not that 
of a peasant, but a country gentleman. His mission is not to till 
the ground only, that the world may have food to eat and clothes 
to wear. The Almighty Maker of heaven and earth has so or- 
dered, in His wise beneficence, that the life blood of the nation must 
forever come from the pure source of farm life. The great centres 
of trade must continuously draw their best elements from the con- 
cession lines. The country gentleman of the middle class, in 
every age, has been the bulwark of freedom, and in Great 
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Britain, on more than one occasion, saved the State. This is the 
natural position of a Canadian farmer. Let him stand forward, 
therefore, and assume those responsibilities that Heaven designed 
he should bear. Let him lay aside his crouching servility to party 
politics, whose manipulators, under party leaders, are in too many 
instances, base, unprincipled rascals. Let him assert himself as 
the champion of a broad nationality, and if exigencies should arise 


as of old, where his arm is required in defence of equal rights to 
all, may he, like his forefathers, stand as a wall of fire in the best 
interest of his country. _ 
































CHAPTER XII. 
DOWNIE, 


The Township of Downie was named in honor of Robert 
‘ Downie, Esq., a director of The Canada Company, It contains, 
in round numbers, 49,000 acres of fine land, and is valued on the 
roll of rg01 at $2,064,750. In 1829, that portion fronting on the 
Huron road was surveyed by Mr. McDonald ; concessions Nos. 
2 and 3, in 1832; a further portion, in 1835 ; the whole being 
completed in 1839, by Mr. Carrol. This latter part was a portion 
of the Gore, adjoining Blanshard. In its easterly section Downie 
was swampy, éxtending from the Avon at Stratford to Zora. In 
the Monteith settlement, about four miles from Stratford, a detour 
of eight miles had to be made with ox teams in order to reach the 
village. It is also worthy of remark, as indicating our marvellous 
progress, that people still living can remember on one occasion 
when an old settler kept watch during a long dreary night, listen- 
ing to a pack of howling wolves, in their frantic efforts, trying to 
gnaw holes through a log building that they might regale them- 
selves on a young domestic animal that it contained, 

The system of agriculture pursued in Downie is that of mixed 
farming, and, having such excellent soil, has been attended with 
abundant success. In every department a high point of farm 
husbandry has been reached, as will be noted further on. Topo- 
graphically it is level in the eastern portion, rising to hilly in its 
western parts. Excellent drainage is everywhere obtainable, 
it being intersected by streams of considerable magnitude flowing 
through well defined valleys. 

Along these streams, therefore, will be found the earliest trace 
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of settlement. This is a peculiarity of all new countries, from the 
beginning of all time to the present. In Perth County civilization 
is first found on the Avon, at Stratford, next on Black Creek, at 
Sebringville, then on Trout Creek, where first were located, 
Monteith, Rankin, and Dempsey, and again at Avonton, far awa: 
in the wilderness, where John Murray came in 1842. It is als 
worthy of note in a new settlement how various nationalities 
group themselves together, doubtless for mutual sympathy and 
friendly communication. ‘Thus, in the south-east corner we find 
a group from the North of Ireland, Monteith, Rankin, Dempsey, 
Wilson, Nelson, Thistle, Dunsmore, Robb and Hesson. South. 
west, from the South of Ireland are Clyne, McNamara, Hourigan, 
Killoran, Payton, Walsh, O'Connor and McCann. North, along 
the Goderich road, are Germans, and we have such names as 
Seebach, Kastner, Sebring, Pfrimmer, Arbogast, Shelleberger, 
Klein, Goettler, Goetz and Schweitzer. North-west is a Scotch 
settlement, and here, particularly along the Avon, we find the 
Ballantynes, Murrays, Dunlops, Strathdees, Thompsons, Grahams, 
Mclntyres, Stephensons, Armstrongs, Muirs, Aitchesons, and 
many others whose names indicate Scotland as their birth place, 
Settlement in this township, which began in 1832, was not\ 
completed till 1850. 

Those commercial centres, developed and fostered by the 
G. T. R,, in building up St. Marys and Stratford, have absorbed 
the entire trade of this muni Its facilities for shipping at 
these two points, and at Sebringville and St. Pauls, are not 
excelled by any township in this county. In addition, Downie has 
splendid roads, rendering transportation of agricultural products 
@ matter of no difficulty. With such favourable conditions for 
trade, it should not be a surprise if in so wealthy a township 
Within its limits no villages of importance are to be found, 

Sebringville, partly in Ellice and partly in Downie, four miles 
west of Stratford, is the greatest. This village is a station on 
the B. & L. H.R., and has several excellent business places. 


Here are located one large general store, a drug store, tin, stove 
and hardware store, three hotels, flour mill, chopping and planing 
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mills, two cider mills, one flax and two sawmills, furniture and 
undertaking establishment, two blacksmith and one waggon shop, 
jewelry store, harness shop, and two shoe stores. 

Sebringville was named in honor of John Sebring, an American, 
who located here in 1834, and by erecting a sawmill thus became 
its founder. His son David was first storekeeper and postmaster, 
his place of business being erected on lot 18, con. 1, Ellice. The first 
hotel still stands, now known as the “Arlington,” and was built 
by a Mr. Kinnaird. Another old settler, and prominent man in 
Sebringville, was Mr. Henry Scarth, now deceased. 

Actual settlement first began in this neighborhood on lot 19, 
con. 1, now, and for many years, the property of Andrew Goetz, 
J.P. Other pioneer settlers were Michael Stoskopf, Anthony 
Goettler, Joseph Ackersviller and John Schwei Of those old 
business men, only two are now remaining, Andrew Goetz and 
Ernest Schmidt. 

In 1843, a school was erected on lot 12, con. 1, Downie. 
as will be found elsewhere, was organized by J. C. W. Daly, in 
1842, and was for several years the most westerly in Perth 














his, 


County. Its history is somewhat unique, having had two teacher: 
whose united period of service was 47 years. First of these was 
Hugh Hamilton, from 1843 till 186s, and Mr. George Hamilton, 
now county treasurer, who was incumbent from 1875 to 1900. 
Mr. Hugh Hamilton, now deceased, was a worthy man, and 
greatly respected during his long tenure of office. 

Kastnerville, a short distance east of Sebringville, was founded 
by a family of Germans, named Kastner, also pioneer settlers in 
this district. This is a pleasant country village, although its com- 
mercial progress has not been so great as that in the west. 
Stratford, a few miles away, has absorbed all that trade which 
naturally would have centred in Kastnerville, thus retarding its 
advancement. 

St. Paul’s, or ‘St. Palls,” a 
on the G.T.R., and contains a store and postoffice. In 1877, this 
point was chosen as the capital of Downie, and a township hall 
erected, where the municipal council meets for business. Con- 
siderable quantities of farm produce are shipped at this point. 














it was formerly known, is a station 
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Avonton is a pretty village on the Avon, about seven miles 
from Stratford, and an equal distance from St. Marys. This 
place was founded by Mr. Archibald Shiels, in 1852, Mr. Shiels 
was for several years clerk of Downie, and erected a store at 
this point, afterwards obtaining a post office. There is also a saw- 
mill, blacksmith shop and a neat Presbyterian church. This 
village, especially in summer, is very picturesque, nestling low 
down in the valley along the stream. Avonbank, a short distance 
further west, has a Presbyterian church, a large cheese factory, 
public hall and post office. In other sections of Downie are 
Conroy, Harmony, Fairview, and Wildwood, all post offices. 

Downie, with a population of nearly 3,000 souls, has fewer 
churches than any other municipality in this county, there being 
only three. Of these two are Presbyterian and one Methodist. 
This does not imply, however, a disregard for religious observance. 
On the contrary, no citizens could be more punctual in discharging 
their sacred obligations. 

Stratford and St. Marys, adjoining this municipality, are centres 
where a large number attend divine worship every Sabbath day. 

To an excellent pamphlet published by Avonbank Presby- 
terian Church we are indebted for many facts in connection with 
the congregation itself, as well as throwing much light on the 
early settlement of Downie in this section. Up to 1842 this whole 
district was a wilderness, when John Murray located at that point 
where is now Avonton. Scarcely a tree had been cut where St} 
Marys is now built. Subsequent to Mr. Murray came ‘Adah 
Oliver, who penetrated about five miles deeper into the woods, 
still following the Avon. These two being at that time alone in 
this vast wilderness were considered near neighbours. In 1843 
and 1844 came John and Neil Stephenson, William Rodgers, 
James Gillies, David Muir, the Elliotts, and Thomas Brooks. As 
their names indicate, these pioneers were Scotch, and Presbyterian 
services were at once held, in 1843 and 1844, at Mr. Kennedy’s 
house, on thé River Thames. Meantime Mr. James Gillies 
organized a Sabbath school, which he conducted in his own 


shanty, until those attending had out-grown his means of accom- 
2 
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modation, when it was removed to that of Mr. Brooks. In 1845 
a congregation was organized, upon a petition signed by 104 
persons residing in Blanshard, Downie, and Fullarton. Hitherto 





ministerial work had been done by Rev. Mr. Skinner, who was 
first Presbyterian minister in this district. The prayer of this 
petition being granted by London Presbytery, Rev. Mr. McKenzie 
preached in Blanshard on February 2gth, 18: 
of St. Marys, at morning services, and in that village during 
afternoon. On the day following elders were elected, viz., V\ 
McGregor, James Muir, Duncan McVannel, and James Swan. 
This was the first kirk session ever elected in Blanshard, Fullarton, 
St. Marys, or Downie. In 1847 their first communion was dit 
pensed in Mr, Adam Oliver's log barn, Rev, Mr. Skinner officiating 
Later on in that year a log church was erected on the site where 


5, a few miles east 
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the present edifice now stands, the land being a gift from the 





Canada Company. For nearly a year this structure stood roofless 
and bare, there being no funds to complete it. When at last it 
was made habitable a great storm passed over this section 
1832, “titling the kirks,” leaving four roofless walls to denote 
where this one had been. This old roof was again gathered 
together, and laid on the logs in a horizontal po: h, on wet 








ion, wl 
days, was not conducive to the comfort of the humble worshippers 
beneath it. These disasters did not deter them from regular 
attendance. On Sabbath mornings they came long distances 
through the woods, the ladies barefooted, and the gentlemen in 
their shirt sleeves, At their first communion, a lady, with her 
husband and several other lady friends, walked from near St. 
Marys, all barefooted, five miles to the place of meeting. Wine for 
this 0 procured in London, where William McGregor 
and John Weir walked to obtain it, a distance of 30 miles. 
During 1852 Rev. Dr. Proudfoot, who had been inducted a few 
years previous, resigned his charge, and was succeeded by Dr. 
Caven, now principal of Knox College, Toronto. Meantime St. 
Marys was rapidly growing in population, and in 1856 was found 
to have ample field for a minister without other stations. In 


asion wa 








August of that year St. Marys was set apart from Avonbank, and 
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became a separate charge under Rev. Mr. Caven. Subsequently 
a union was formed between Avonbank and Motherwell, when a 
call was extended to Rev. Robert Hamilton, This call promised 
a stipend of $500 per annum. Dr. Hamilton, then a young man, 
accepted, and on June 3oth, 1858, was inducted into that charge, 
where he successfully laboured for a period of over 4o years. In 
1860 this old pioneer church was replaced by a brick building, 
which, in turn was, in 1890, replaced by the present brick edifice, 
erected at a cost of between $4,000 and $5,000. Members attend- 
ing this church are now 110. In 1857 Avonton congregation, 
which, till this period, formed a part of that of Avonbank, was set 
apart as a separate organization, and a small frame church erected. 
Under the ministrations of Rev. Mr. Doak, who wa first 
pastor, this church continued to prosper, and an addition to the 
original frame structure was made. Services were conducted in 
this building for several years, until an increased number on its 
roll of members rendered a more commodious building necessary 
to meet the wants of the congregation. In 1894 the present brick 
edifice was built at a cost of $8,000. This congregation is still in 
a flourishing condition under the pastorate of Rev. J. H. Graham, 
having a total of 214 members. There is also a good Sabbath 
school in connection, where an average of 95 pupils meet for 
religious instruction, under the superintendence of Mr. Frank Bell. 
A bible class with about 20 young people is conducted by the 
minister. 

The Methodist Church at Harmony, situate on lot 1, con. 7, 
Downie, was founded at an early date by J. H. Dunsmore, John 
Libbins, Charles Lupton, sr., Robert Timmins and James 
Dunsmore. A Methodist missionary named Cleghorn, while on a 
journey from Shakespeare to West Zorra, lost his way in the 
woods, and, in the course of his wanderings, reached a settler’s 
house, where he remained for a time. Services were held, and 
the surrounding backwoodsmen, manifesting an interest in these 
religious exercises, decided to form a congregation to be known 
as “Harmony.” The little society continued to hold worship 
Weekly in private houses, and afterwards in a school building, until 
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1864, when a frame building was erected. Its first stationed 
minister was John S.’ Fisher. This church is still progressive, 
and, under the present pastorate of Rev. W. M. Pomeroy, interest 
in the work is still being maintained. 

The municipal history of Downie begins in 1842. Prior to this 
period all appointments were made by the Crown or Court of 
Magistrates, who were appointees of Government. In terms of 
the Act of 1841, a meeting of the inhabitants of Downie, 
Blanshard, and Fullarton was held in the school house, Stratford, 
to elect certain officers and pass such legislation for their local 
government as they considered necessary. At this meeting George 
Dixon was chosen chairman, J. C. W. Daly elected district 
councillor ; Matthew Robb, township clerk ; William Cashen, 
assessor, and George Gibb, collector. For school commissioners 
were chosen, William Smith, James Monteith, John Gibb, 
Samuel Robb and Arad Priest. This meeting also appointed 
overseers of highways and poundkeepers. In 1842, Downie had 
fourteen road divisions, which were in charge of James Carpenter 
for No. 1; No. 2, Henry Reinstaller; No. 3, William Dunn ; 
No. 4, Edward Donkin ; No. 5, Samuel Monteith; No. 6, Arad 
Priest and Mathew Wilson; No. 7, John Switzer; No. 8, 
Charles Rankin ; No. 9, Patrick Heron; No. 10, George Dixon ; 
No. 11, Samuel Colter ; No. 12, Thomas Canville ; No. 13, James 
Boyd ; No. 14, John Ballantyne. Fence viewers: Jacob Cramer, 
Michael Balt, for Fullarton; Richard Cawston and Thomas 
Wilson, for Downie. Poundkeepers were John A. McCarthy and 
Joseph Jeosswiller. These officers were the first elected by the 
people in this county. In looking over these road lists an 
approximation may be arrived at, as to population in Downie at 
that period. There can be very little doubt that the name of 
every able-bodied person was placed on the lists, every person 
being required to perform statute labour, In 1842, one hundred 
and twenty-three ratepayers were recorded, this, of course, includ- 
g that portion of Stratford situate in Downie. These performed 
three hundred and ninety-five days’ labour. Assuming each of 
those ratepayers represented a family of three, this would give 
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Downie a population, including a portion of Stratford, amounting 
to less than four hundred souls. 

Their electoral duties being thus completed, that of legislation 
was next taken up, and by-laws were passed :—‘‘1st. That every 
rail fence should be four and one-half feet high, above which was 
to be posts and a single rider, the lower four rails not more than 
four inches apart. 2nd. Breachy cattle, not allowed to run at 
large, unless yoked with a T, having two sharp nails opposite the 
nose, and also to carry a bell. Stags not allowed to run. No 
pigs allowed to run under two months old ; all above that to be 
free commoners. Any hog, whatever, committing damage 
within a legal fence, to be impounded, and all breachy hogs to be 
sufficiently yoked. All poultry shall go at large, except from the 
time the grain begins to ripen until it is in the shock. Ifa tree 
falls across a road, it must be removed by the nearest settler 
within twenty-four hours.” These by-laws were again amended 
in 1845, '47, 48 and’49. Mr. Robb appears to have been a 
careful officer, diligently performing those duties appertaining to 
his office. On January 3, he says he attended the election of a 
district councillor. He put up notices for township officers to 
attend at Stratford, and sign their declarations. He sent a copy 
of his proceedings to the Clerk of the Peace in Goderich, and 
posted another on the school house door in the village. 

In connection with this meeting a cash account was submitted, 
of funds expended on roads by the magistrates. In Downie 
these disbursements amounted in 1842 to £33, 178., 934d. £3 
was paid to William Monteith for money expended in 1839. Mr. 
Thomas Patrick was paid £2 for repairing Stratford bridge. Mr. 
Robb received a further sum of £4, as a fine levied on Elizabeth 
Nichols ; also £1, 8s., gd., wild land taxes. He also received 
12s., 6d. from J. J. E. Linton, statute labour commutation, and 
which he paid to J.C. W. Daly. Of this sum, 6s., 6d., was 
afterwards refunded to Mr. Linton, which closed the first state- 
ment of account submitted in Downie. 

On November 8th, a meeting of overseers of highways was held 
in Stratford to report on their several divisions. These reports 
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tell a strange story of those old days, and present such conditions, 
on even our main travelled roads, as to the people of Downie 
are now unknown, Mr. William Dunn, who was overseer in 
division No. 3, must have been a son of the Emerald Isle, his 
report displaying a quiet humor, when he says : ‘That I consider 
that the road is passable enough, considering circumstances, except 
a bridge that is required to be built across the Avon, and although 
we have petitioned to have the same done by the district, yet we 
are willing to withdraw the same, and do the work ourselves 
without any public expense.” Mr. Edward Donkin, No. 4 
division, says : “I have to report that the road in my division 
impassable ; although we have expended our statute labor to the 
best advantage, we are now compelled to abandon the road and 
take by-roads through the bush.” 

Mr. Matthew Nelson, division No. 6, reports ‘That the road 
in my division is totally impassable; although we had a number 
of men working extra statute labour yesterday, yet the road is 
not fit to be travelled by teams of any description. My division 
comprises the south part of the line of road from Stratford to 
Embro, in the township of Zorra. Although intended for a public 
road, i is avoided by all travellers except those on foot. Although 
we have a grist mill in Stratford, within seven miles of the most 




















remote settler, yet we are compelled to go to Embro, a distance 
of eleven miles, or run the risk of having our oxen killed on cross 
ways, besides having to unload our teams, and carry our grists 
cks to where we can load 





over logs across the river on our bi 
again, on account of the flood carrying off all the bridges.” 

Mr. Arad Priest reports ‘‘ That the road in his division, which 
is a part of the leading road from Stratford to Embro, thence to 
Woodstock, is not fit to be travelled on by teams. Although we 
have had fourteen men yesterday working extra statute labour, 
yet I have seen this day a yoke of oxen break through in several 
piaces that were going to mill. There is one crossway in my 
division which is nearly a mile long, besides several others, all of 
which are totally out of repair. On the whole line of road from 
Stratford to the Zorra line, a distance of about seven miles, five 
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of which I consider to be crossways, most of w! 
swept away.” 

Mr. Samuel Monteith reports ‘That the road in my di 
which commences at Stratford, running south as far as the turn in 


the Zorra road, on which there are thirteen crossways within a 


distance of one mile, which have been carried away by the river, 
leaving the road impassable for teams, although our statute labour 
has been laid out to the best advantage.” 

These reports present a phase of life unknown in Downie to- 
day. When we consider that in a distance of seven miles there 


were five miles of corduroy, or, as in Mr. Monteith’s division, 
where there were thirteen sections of corduroy in a distance of one 
mile, the condition of a settler who resided far away in the woods 
must have been not only lonely, but deplorable indeed. 

During the ten years that local government was managed by 
district councils, very little was expended in improvement of high- 
ways in Perth County. In May, 1847, Mr. James Simpson, 

t councillor, obtained a grant of £41, 158., od., proceeds of 
land tax, This was supplemented by a further grant of 
10s., od., or a total of £44, 5s. This amount, excepting 
, 814d., as remuneration to the township clerk, constituted the 
whole expenditure on roads for that year. There was also ex- 
pended £4, 6s., 8d., on the boundary line between Downie and 
South Easthope, the first appropriation for any town line. Thi 
account was audited by Arad Priest, James Clyne, and William 
Smith, wardens, and found correct. Another statement of account 
is dated in January, 1849, amounting to £5, 1s., 3d. This appro- 
priation was all expended on roads excepting 2s. for clerk’s salary. 
On January 7th, 1850, a final audit under the Act of 1841 took 
place, when it was found Downie had 6s.,9d. to her credit. With 
her finances in this flourishing condition, she now entered on her 
career of prosperity under those liberal and very practical con- 
ditions of the new Municipal Act. 

On January arst, 1850, therefore, in Mr. Andrew Monteith’s 
house was held the first council meeting in Downie under the new 
Act. On that august occasion, Andrew Monteith, William Smith, 
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William Byers, William Hyslop and William Clyne signed their 
oaths of office. Mr. William Smith, on motion of Messrs. Byers 
and Monteith, was chosen reeve, and Mr. J. J. E. Linton, township 
clerk. Having discharged these important functions, they ad- 
journed for an hour. During recess they were not idle. On 
resuming, a by-law was introduced and passed, fixing officers’ 
salaries for 1850. The township clerk was to receive £4, 108. ; 
assessors, 21 per cent. ; collector, 344 per cent. ; superintendent 
of schools, £2; treasurer, £2, 10s.; auditors, each, 10s. No 
mention is made of remuneration for themselves. Very likely 
such distinguished honours as had been conferred on them by their 
elevated position, they would consider as ample recompense for 
any sacrifice made in discharging their gubernatorial duties. In 
February an important meeting was held, extending over two 
days, beginning at 8 a.m. each day. At this meeting, ‘the clerk 
was instructed to procure a seal of the following form, ‘M. C., 
Downie,’ and about the size of a Sterling shilling.” Other busi- 
ness being disposed of, ‘‘an adjournment was made for half an 
hour, Eo die; 3 o'clock, business again resumed, disposing of 
the balance of their funds, amounting to 6/9 ; council adjourned 
for half an hour, Eo die; seven o'clock p. m., council again 
resumed, passing several by-laws, adjourning till 8 o'clock 
to-morrow morning.” In March, another meeting was held, 
lasting two days, when a by-law was passed, imposing a penalty 
of not less than ten shillings nor more than two pounds for refusal 
to accept office, by any ratepayer, to which he had been appointed. 
They also fixed their own remuneration at 5/3 per day. An 
excellent motion was introduced by Mr. Hyslop, seconded by Mr. 
Byers: ‘The owner or harbourer of any dog, or dogs, within the 
township shall pay a tax of one shilling and three pence currency 
for the first dog he may keep, and for every additional dog a tax 
of five shillings.” A rate was also levied for schools and local 
improvements of £120. A counter motion by Messrs. Hyslop 
and Byers was carried, of £100, of which 60 per cent. was for 
education, and 4o per cent. for ordinary expenditure. 

At this meeting was also passed a dangerous measure, 
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constituting a concentration of power, antagonistic to the spirit of 
municipal law. Mr. William Davidson, a resident of Downie, 
was appointed inspector of licenses, and empowered to make 
“diligent search and enquiry in any house he suspected of keeping 
liquors in contravention of the License Act.” 

Mr. Davidson was allowed ‘‘a salary of £1 per annum in 
addition to any fines which may belong to him as complainant.” 
To complete this autocratic measure, the reeve was empowered 
“to grant licenses to any person applying to him as he may see 
fit.” At this present day such legislation would very likely be 
transformed into a scheme to compel an important influence in 
support of those political powers that be. In the early days, 
however, it does not appear to have been followed by any 
disastrous consequences, either to any political party, or to those 
who conducted their business under its provisions. In 1852, was 
made the first grant for gravelling, when it was moved by Mr. 
Martin, seconded by Mr. Brown, ‘that William Cashen expend all 
his labour on the main road, from the village boundary westward, 
taking out the old logs and laying in gravel, nine feet wide and 
twelve inches deep, the side of the gravelling to be well made up 
with earth.” At a meeting in August two important motions were 
passed. By that of Mr. Monteith and Mr. Clyne, “Stratford 
school trustees were empowered to borrow £300 to erect a new 
school house.” A letter was read from J. C. W. Daly respecting 
the Toronto & Guelph Railway, when it was proposed by Mr. 
Monteith, seconded by Mr. Clyne, ‘‘that the reeve put himself in 
communication with the commissioners of the Canada Company, 
and, if possible, ascertain what prospect there is of the Toronto, 
Guelph, Stratford & Goderich Railway going on the ensuing 
season, and if he is satisfied it will go on, to subscribe ten pounds 
from the township funds.” In January, 1855, was established a 
Public library, at a cost to the municipality of £30. It does not 
appear that those efforts of our first councils, in providing reading 
matter, had been appreciated, its management very soon forming 
no part of their work. As in Blanshard, the books were distri- 
buted amongst the several wards, where librarians were 
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appointed, receiving as remuneration for their services £1 per 
annum. Another grant was a distinguishing mark of progress 
by the people of Downie, amounting to fifteen dollars, made in 
1863, to the County of Perth Agricultural Society, and in the 
pport was made to Blanshard 
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Agricultural Society, of ten dollars. These two grants are 








nport- 





sist, 





ant as poi 
had passed over the ear 
interest in this county wa 
from pub! 
instructing the reeve to petition His Excellency 
the governing lines of the township re-surveyed, and stone monu- 
ments planted thereat, and that Joseph G. Kirk, P. L. S., be 
named to make the survey. In the following year Mr. Kirk was 
in the petition. During 


ting out this fact, that a section of our people, at 
stages of pioneer life, and the greatest 








s now stretching out its hands for aid 
ed at this meeting, 





ic funds. A motion was also pa: 





in-Council, to have 





ordered to complete the work applied for 
the Fenian raid, in 1866, Downie council gave ample testimony of 
that patriotic feeling which animated all classes at that period, by 
instructing the reeve and deputy reeve, to “support any measure 





that may be brought up at the county council, for making an 
additional allowance towards the support of the volunteers from 
the county, now serving on the frontier, as, in their opinion, the 
amount granted by the Government is quite inadequate to the 
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introduced, up to 1870, the position of a township councillor was 
a laborious one. The whole machinery of government had to be 
set in motion, At a number of meetings no business appears to 
have been transacted, beyond that of defining the limits of road 
divisions. Other meetings would be occupied discussing the 
boundaries of school sections, The conditions of settlement 
changed so rapidly, that every year alterations had to be made. 
‘The war of the school sections appears to have been as prolonged, 
as intricate, and surrounded with difficulties in Downie of equal 
magnitude to those in other municipalities. 

At this period a large section of our people in this county were 
in a transitional condition. Old pioneer systems were fast giving 
way, and being supplanted by methods more suitable to our 
advanced agricultural ideas. This led to constant change in those 
plans adopted to meet our improved environment, compelling 
certain modifications to be made from time to time. To meet 
these requirements $3,000 was borrowed in 1871 from Logan, at 
a rate of 6 per cent. per annum. This sum was intended to 
improve roads and bridges. Prior to this a great number of road 
divisions had been, or were quickly being, gravelled by statute 
labour, supplemented with municipal grants. A better class of 
bridges was now necessary to ensure public safety. At present 
many of these structures erected by this loan have again been 
replaced by costly erections of steel, and in a more advanced style 
of bridge architecture, Since steam threshers have been intro- 
duced, and traction engines are now moved from place to place, 
bridges have to be built of the best material, and made capable of 
supporting heavy traffic. 

Downie seems to have been well supplied with houses of public 
entertainment, for whose government, from time to time, were 
passed very stringent laws. On February gth, 1850, it was 
enacted that all persons keeping houses for the sale of beer, ale, or 
other manufactured beverages, not spirituous, by the glass or 
quart, if drunk on the premises, and for the sale of victuals, fruits, 
clams, oysters, as an eating house or ordinary, shall pay a license 
fee of £2, 10s. per annum. If any gambling or disorderly conduct 
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was allowed on the premises, then the proprietor was subject to a 
fine of not less than £2, 10s., nor more than £5, upon conviction 
thereof. 

B 
regulated on a sliding scale as to locality, where such business 
was carried on. It was enacted that every applicant must be a 
person of good moral character; in fact, he must satisfy the 
inspector of such facts in order that a certificate may be issued. 
His house must contain at least three rooms and three beds over 
and above those used by his own family. He was also required 
to have a driving house with stabling for at least three horses, 
and a yard enclosed to hold cattle. Having these equipments for 
accommodating the public, and the inspector being satisfied as 
to his moral character, and steady, sober habits, a license 
would be issued to keep a house of public entertainment, 
and to sell beer, ale, wines, and all spirituous liquors. For 
this privilege granted, if an applicant resided in the village of 
Stratford, he paid therefor £7, ros. ; if on the Huron road, £5 
if on the Zorra and St. Marys road, £4; and in any other part of 
the township £3, 10s.; with, in all cases, a fee of 5s. to the clerk. 
For any infringement of this law, heavy penalties were inflicted of 
not less than £5, nor more than £20, with the pernicious rider, 
that one half should go to the informer. Downie does not appear 
to have had within her limits, at any time, more than eight hotels, 
the number at present (1902) being four. Subsequent to passing 
the Crooks Act, in 1876, no legislation has been enacted affecting 
the traffic or requirements of houses of public entertainment. 

On the 31st day of May, 1880, the first code of by-laws relating 
to rules of order, and the duties and responsibilities of officers, 
was submitted, and finally passed. This code remained in force 
for a period of fifteen years. In 1895, under the reeveship of 
Nelson Monteith, Esq., it was re-considered, when, with several 
alterations and amendments, rendered necessary by changed con- 
ditions in the municipality, it was again adopted, and now forms 
the latest revised statutes of Downie. 

In 1844, Downie contained 1,370 inhabitants, including that 
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portion of Stratford within its limits. In 1845, 2,777 acres were 
under cultivation, In 1850, the population had increased to 
2,375) and 7,621 acres were under cultivation. ‘The product of 
the crop of 1849 was 27,000 bush. of wheat, 24,000 bush. of oats, 
3,000 bush. of peas, 19,000 bush. of potatoes, 13,000 bush. of 
turnips, 20 tons of maple sugar, 4,900 Ibs. of wool, and 6,000 
Ibs. of butter. 

Downie has now ten school sections, one of which is a Separate 
school, and five unions. 

The various officers of Downie township from 1850 to 1902, 
inclusive, are as follow: 

Reeves.—1850-4, Wil ith ; 1855-6, Robt. Ballantyne ; 
1857, Wm. E. Byers; 1858, James Boyd; 1859, Robt. Ballan- 
tyne; 1860-4, Andrew Monteith ; 1865-6, Wm. Elliott. Elected 
by the people:— 1867-8, Thos. Ballantyne ; 1869, Chas. Wilson ; 
1870-3, Thos. Ballantyne ; 1874-81, Jacob Brunner; 1882-4, 
Cornelius McNamara; 1885-90, Geo. Frame; 1891-3, Oliver 
Smith ; 1894-6, Nelson Monteith ; 1897-8, Geo. Wood ; 1899- 
1900, John Arbogast ; 1901-2, Geo. Kastner. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1851-3, Andrew Monteith ; 1854-7, Wm. Clyne; 
1858, Richard Browne ; 1859-64, Wm. Clyne ; 1865-6, Martin 
Brennan. Elected by the people:—1867, Wm. Elliott; 1868-73, 
Jos. Salkeld ; 1874-9, John Fairless ; 1880, Thos. Steele ; 1881, C, 
D. Swanson ; 1882, Geo. Frame ; 1883-4, Oliver Smith ; 1885-6, 
Wm. Dunsmore ; 1887-8, Wm. Welsh; 1889, Robt. Thistle ; 
1890-1, Aurelius Moses ; 1892-3, Nelson Monteith ; 1894-5, D. K. 
Erb. 

Councillors, — 1850, Andrew Monteith, Wm. Byers, Wm, 
Hyslop, Wm. Clyne ; 1851, Wm. Clyne, Jas. Simpson, Wm. 
Byers ; 1832, Wm. Clyne, Thos. Brown, Jas. Martin ; 1853, Wm. 
Clyne, Wm. Byers, David Muir ; 1854, Andrew Monteith, Wm. 
Byers, Wm. Youle ; 1855, John Barton, Adam Oliver, Andrew 
Monteith; 1856, John Barton, A. Oliver, Jas. Boyd ; 1857, Wm. 
Elliott, Richard Brown, James Boyd ; 1858, Wm. Elliott, Wm 
Clyne, Michael Kastner ; 1859, Wm. Elliott, M. Kastner, J. Boyd; 
1860-3, M. Kastner, W. Elliott, Thos. White ; 1864, Geo. Russell, 
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Michael Kastner, Wm. Elliott ; 1865, Geo. Rupel, M. Kastner, A, 
Monteith ; 1866-7, A. Monteith, John Ballantyne, M. Kastner ; 
1868, Cornelius McNamara, Joseph Iredale, M. Kastner ; 1869, C. 
McNamara, Wm. Laing, Mr. Pfrimmer ; 1870, Mr. Pfrimmer, C. 
McNamara, Mr. McLauchlin; 1871-3, John Fairless, C. McNamara, 
Mr. Pfrimmer; 1874-3, G. Wood, G. Frame, C. McNamara ; 1876, 
. Frame, Geo. Wood, Wm. Thistle ; 1877, Michael Quirk, Wm. 
Thistle, G. Frame ; 1878-9, Jas. Quirk, G. Wood, Thos. Steele ; 
1880, A. Moses, C. D. Swanson, J. Quirk; 1881, Jas. Dunn, John 
Arbogast, Oliver Smith; 1882, J. Arbogast, J. Dunn, D. McIntosh; 
1883, D. McIntosh, Arthur Robb, B. Payton ; 1884, Wm. Duns- 
more, A. Moses, Wm. Welsh ; 1885, John Dempsey, Wm. Welsh, 
B. Payton ; 1886, A. Moses, B. Payton, Wm. Welsh ; 1887, Wm, 
Porter, B. Payton, A. Moses ; 1888, Robert Thistle, J. Russel, A. 
Moses ; 1889, G. Wood, J. Russel, Robt. Clyne; 1890, J. H. 
lly, Geo. Hoffman, R. Clyne: 1892-3, D. K. Erb, Charles 
ickling, Geo. Wood; 1894-5, J. Arbogast, Dennis Clifford, C. 
Jickling ; 1896, G. Wood, C. Jickling, J. Arbogast, D. Clifford ; 
1897-8, J. Arbogast, Hugh Hanan, C. Jickling, Samuel McKay ; 
1899, Geo. Kastner, S. McK: Kling, D. Clifford ; 1900, D. 
Clifford, C. Jickling, G. Kastner, S. McKay ; rg01, Thos. Steele, 
Mr. Ballantyne, H. Hanan, John Murray ; 1902, J. Murray, Wm, 
Ballantyne, Jas. Bradshaw, S. McKay. 

Clerks, —1850, J. J. E. Linton ; 1851-5, James Redford ; 1856-7 
Thos. Ballantyne ; 1858, Hugh Hamilton; 1859, Archie Shiels ; 
1860-4, Wn Higgs ; 1865-6, Thomas Ballantyne ; 1867-73, 
Archie Shiels; 1874, W. A. Higgs; 1875-83, H. A. Scarth; 
1884-1902, Peter Smith. 

Assessors.—1850, Wm, Watson, Thos. Mullawney, Jas. Redford; 
1851, Wm, Watson, Adam Heron ; 1852-3, Wm. Watson, W. 
Teahan ; 1854, John Thomson ; 1855-6, Wm. Wat: 
David Swanson ; 1838, Wm. Watson ; 1859-64, Chas. Wilson ; 
1865, D. Swanson ; 1866, Geo. Russell ; 1867-68, W. S. Bolger, 
1869, Henry H. Cole ; 1870, John Watson ; 1871, Chas. Wils 
1872-4, Thos. Tucker ; 1875, Henry H. Cole ; 1876, Geo. Russell; 
1877, Wm. Dunsmore ; 1878, John Gibson ; 1879, Wm. Duns- 
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2+ 1880, Geo. Frame ; 1881, Wm. Dunsmore ; 1882, John 
Gibson ; 1883, Wm. Dunsmore ; 1884, Jacob Brunner; 1885, 
James Dunn ; 1886-91, Wm. McKay ; 1892-93, Wm. Dunsmore ; 
1894-1902, Wm. McKay. 

Treasurers.—1850-59, Alex. McGregor ; 1860-7, Wm. Douglas; 
1868-74, Geo. Hildebrand ; 1875-99, James Clyne ; 1900-2, Patrick 
Payton. 

Collectors. 1850-55, Chas. Wilson ; 1856, Wm. Byers ; 1857, 
Wm. Watson; 1858-61, Wm, Teahan; 1862-64, Cornelius 
McNamara ; 1865-7, Michael Quirk ; 1868, Chas. Wilson ; 1869, 
James Bettridge ; 1870, John Eller; 1871, Thomas Tucker ; 

. James Clyne ; 1874, J. Gibson ; 1875-79, Chas. Wilson ; 
5, John McKellar ; 1886-1900, Wm. McG. Murray ; 1901-2, 
John McKellar. 

Iuditors.—1850, Wm. Watson, Jas. Redford ; 1851-3, Thomas 

Mullawney, Archie Shiels ; 1854, Archie Shiels, Hugh Hamilton; 
Hugh Hamilton, Thos, Ballantyne ; 1856, H. Hamilton, 
Mullawney ; 1857, T. Mullawney, A. Shiels; 1858, D. 
Swanson ; 1859, Thos. Ballantyne, Wm. Byers ; 1860-63, Thos. 
Ballantyne, Geo. Russell ; 1864, Thos. Ballantyne, Thos. Tucker; 
1865, Chas. Wilson, Henry Cole ; 1866, Jas. Bennoch, Joseph 
Salkeld ; 1867, John Thompson, Wm. Smith ; 1868, H. H. Cole, 
D, Swanson ; 1869, J. A. King, John Kane; 1870, Wm. A. 
Higes, D. Swanson ; 1871-3, Wm. Higgs, Geo. Russell ; 1874, 
Chas. Wilson, H. Cole ; 1875, P. Smith, Geo. Russell ; 1876-7, 
P. Smith, John Dempsey ; 1878-9, P, Smith, C. D. Swanson ; 
P. Smith, Thos. Blackman ; 1883-6, Wm. Porter, Geo. 
Russell ; 1887-94, John Dempsey ; 1895-99, J. Dempsey, Wm. 
Porter; 1900, Wm. Porter, John McKell 1901-2, John 
Worden, Thos, Armstrong 


























CHAPTER XIII. 


FULLARTON. 


‘This municipality was named in honor of Mr. Fullarton, a director 
of the Canada Co. In area it is smaller than most of the others in 
Perth County; in fertility of soil, second to none. Generally, 
more rolling than Blanshard or Downie, its long sweeping valleys 
and gentle undulations make perfect drainage easily available to 
every section within its limits. This township is well watered, 
being intersected by several streams of considerable magnitude. 
The river Thames flows through a most beautiful valley, almost in 
a direct line from north to south. Along its banks are many fine 
farms, and, although the ancient forest is now nearly gone, there 
are a few places that tell of a former glory. Who can wander 
along these old streams, and mark those quiet, sequestered spots, 
still found here and there, and not think of the period previous to 
pioneer days, ere yet ruthless hands had destroyed forever their 








impressiveness and beauty ? 

Fullarton contains over 42,000 acres, exclusive of the river 
Thames, which, in the field notes, is held to be 24 chains wide, 
with an additional so links on each side asa tow path, This 
river in Fullarton is still held by the Crown. In that section 
north of this township it becomes private property, there being no 
allowance in the field notes either for tow path, or bed of the 
stream. 

In 1829, a range of lots was surveyed on the Huron road, and 
thrown open for settlement. A further survey was made in 1832, 
the whole township being completed in 1835 by John McDonald, 
P.L.S. Subsequent to 1832, when the first settler entered Fullar- 
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ton, progress up till 1843 was extremly slow. During this year 
(1832) Hugh Kennedy Junck located on lot 20, first concession. 
He was the first settler in this township, and was like a thorn in the 
flesh to the council for many years. He erected a saw mill on 
Whorl Creek, near Mitchell, which was doubtless a great con- 
venience to the new settlement. His mill pond was a source of 
great annoyance, however, always overflowing, flooding his neigh- 
bours’ property, and seriously injuring those highways in its 
vicinity. Complaints were constantly being made to those in 
authority. Cold official letters, couched in language of terrific 
dignity, were sent to Mr. Junck, pointing out that unless an 
abatement of the nuisance complained of was at once effected, 
recourse would be had to extreme measures. He appears, how- 
ever, to have kept on the even tenor of his way, quite regardless 
of threatened official vengeance. For a quarter of a century this 
warfare was kept up without any serious mishap to Mr. Junck, 
and it was not till time and circumstances brought a change that 
the source of complaint was removed. 

Meantime, between 1840 and 1845, a great influx of settlers had 
taken place, and previous to 1850 Fullarton may be said to have 
been fully settled. It was, like nearly all other municipalities in 
Perth County, located by a mixed population, The north-east 
corner from the fifth concession was settled by Germans. From 
lot 15 to the Mitchell road was a mixed population. West of the 
Thames, from the Huron road to concession 9, were English, from 
Devonshire and Cornwall. On the Mitchell road, from Fullarton 
village to the south boundary, including concessions 17 and 18, 
were Scotch, from Dalhousie. Near Russeldale was a mixed 
population, Scotch predominating. In that section, of which 
Carlingford is centre, was a mixed population, English predomin- 
ating. 

Several miles east of Mr. Junck’s, a number of Alsatian families 
settled near Seebach’s hotel, spreading south and west. Amongst 
these we find such names as Rohfreitsch, Kramer, Schelleberger, 
Pauline, and Bartle, and further south Hofimeier, Kruspe, and 
Stoskopf. On the river Thames were Andersons, Watsons, 
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Browns, Rogers, MclIntoshs, and Youngs. On the Mitchell 
road were Pridhams, Heals, Moores, Harris, and Beers. In 
1843, came the Woodleys and Bakers, locating where Fullarton 
Corners now is, then a great unbroken wilderness, In 1844, the 
Canada Company opened the Mitchell road, extending through 
Blanshard. This important highway formed a connecting link 
between those older settlements at London, and soon brought a 
great increase to the population of Fullarton. 

Fullarton, like the adjoining township of Downie, contains few 
villages, and those not of great importance. The whole trade of 
this municipality is diverted to Mitchell, Stratford, and St. Marys. 
Roads everywhere throughout are of the best description, afford- 
ing easy facilities for moving farm produce. Summervale, 
better known as Fullarton Corners, is the capital, and beautifully 
situated in the valley of the Thames. This village was founded in 
1853 by James Woodley. In 1854, he applied for and obtained a 
post office, with John Buchan as first postmaster. As the place 
grew in importance a hotel was added in 1855. When it had been 
decided that this point should be selected as the seat of govern- 
ment, a survey was made by Mr. William Rath, of Mitchell, in 

















1864, at the instigation of Mr. Woodley, when a village plot was 
laid out and named Summervale. The hotel has long since been 
closed, and the building is now occupied as a general store and a 
post office. Here also is the township hall, a school with two 
teachers, two churches, harness shop, doctor's office, cheese 
factory, with several other lines of business usually carried on in a 
country village. A sawmill represents the manufacturing indus- 
tries, in connection with which is carried on a cheese factory, 
chopping mill, cider mill, the whole employing from eight to ten 
hands, and in certain seasons a much larger number. About two 
miles west, along the Thames road, is Russeldale. In the early 
days this was a point of some importance, situated, as it was, in 
the direct road from London to the north. This village was 
founded and named in honour of James Russell, an old pioneer 
Scotchman, who owned the adjoining lands. There is a good 
general store here, with a post office, blacksmith’s shop, etc. Here 
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also is located the only hotel in Fullarton, last remaining one of 
four which were licensed to sell within the municipality. Mother- 
well, in the valley of the Thames, was founded by James Brown, 
who was also first postmaster. Mr, Brown was for many years 
an official of Fullarton, and taught its first school, erected in 1847 
on lot 25, East Mitchell road. Motherwell was named by Mr. 
Brown after a Scotch town in Lanarkshire, the original home of 
his family, and is now composed of a blacksmith’s shop and 
general store. For many years the most important village in 
Fullarton was Carlingford, situate on lots 5 and 6, in the 6th and 
7th concessions. On lot 5, concession 7, was erected in 1849 a 
log school house, known as No. 4. The lot on which this build- 
ing stood had to be previously cleared, the whole county being 
still nearly covered with wood. In 1850, the school was opened 
by a Mr. Reilly, an odd character, who was described as not 
very prepossessing in appearance, but a fairly good teacher, 
and blessed with a goodly portion of common sense, The build- 
ing was used for all purposes. Those who were religiously 
inclined were often found there, and, after addresses had been 
given by some visiting ministers, as Revs. Thomas Dawes, 
‘Thomas McPherson, Stratford ; Tapp, Eastman, or Findlay, of 
Mitchell, much earnestness was manifested. If those voices who 
joined in Old Hundred, Martyrdom, or Rock of Ages, were neither 
classical nor melodious, they were at least sincere. About 1854, a 
log building was erected by Hartman Cook for a residence and 
shoemaker shop. Subsequently another building was erected by 
Mr. Abraham Davidson as a general store and post office. This 
house is still standing. ‘These two settlers in Carlingford differed 
as to naming the new town, each being desirous of an immortality 
in perpetuating their own name in Davidsonville, or Cooksville. 
The postmaster-general settled the dispute by calling it Carling- 
ford in honour of the birth place of Thomas D’Arcy McGee, who 
was then prominent in politics, and appointing Mr. Davidson first 
postmaster. Mr, Cook sold out to Mr. W. M. Janes, who subse- 
quently erected a hotel. Mr. Davidson's successor as postmaster 


was James Hamilton, father of our present county treasurer, who 
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was succeeded by William Davidson, present county clerk, and it is 
now in possession of Mr. Cowie. During this period a black- 
smith’s shop had been added by Mr. John Fink, who subsequently 
sold to Mr. Babb. This gentleman further extended his business 
by entering into carriage building, in which he is still engaged. 
Meantime, Mathew Brydon had erected a sawmill on Black Creek, 
and conducted the enterprise with success until 1862, when he 
lost his life by drowning. Mr. William Knott afterwards came into 
possession of this property, converting it into a grist mill. This 
was a great convenience, and is now operated by his son Samuel, 
In the words of a valued correspondent, “Carlingford at this 





time was a lively place, having two stores, Mr. William Davidson 
having meantime built a second one in 1860. Carlingford, in its 
palmy days, could boast of a good band, under the leadership of 
Mr. F. Yeo, now of Mount Forest. It also possessed a great 
genius called ‘Peter the Hermit.’” At present it is composed of 
a general store and post office, boot and shoe business, black- 
smith’s shop, and carriage shop. There is also a public school 
with two teachers, two splendid churches, and the residences of 
two of Fullarton’s old pioneers, Robert Clark and William Lever- 
sage, who are creeping onwards in the evening of life and full of 
reminiscences of long ago. In Fullarton Christianity is fully 
represented, there being no less than nine churches within its 
limits, At Carlingford the Methodist church was organized in 
1848. Those pioneers in church work who founded this mission 
were George Leversage, sr., William Dickey, Thomas Reid, and 
William Cole. Services were held in the shanty of Mr. Leversage 
for several years. Rev. Mr. Dunnett was first minister, and on 
one occasion when making his way from St, Marys, became lost 
in the wood, wandering until discovered by Mr. Leversage, who 
was attracted by his cries for aid, When a log school was erected, 
services were held there until a union church was built on lot 8, 
con. 6, Subsequent to Methodist union a brick edifice was con- 
structed at a cost of $5,000, and which now affords comfortable 
accommodation to those attending service. The first stationed 
minister was Rev. Mr. Davis ; present pastor is Rev. Mr. Fergu- 
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son, in whose charge are about 83 members, There is also a 
Sabbath school, having an attendance of 48 pupils, with Mr. John 
Smith as superintendent. Branches of the Ladies’ Aid and 
Epworth League are also actively engaged in church work. 

Knox church, Carlingford, was founded by William Davidson, 
who followed teaching as a profession, and who was a brother of 
‘Abraham Davidson, long prominent in municipal politics. He 
was a Presbyterian of the old school, a man of strong sympathies 
and kindly feelings, devoted to church work. For many years he 
was precentor, elder, manager, trustee, Sabbath school superin. 
tendent, and caretaker, giving his time and attention from his 
devotion to the cause. Amongst those old pioneer families in 
this congregation were McEwens, Bains, Davidsons, Crawfords, 
Hamiltons, Thompsons, Campbells, Mitchells, Browns, Stewarts, 
Millers and Colqubouns. In 1851, Rev. Mr. Findlay, then of 
Mitchell, held service in the school house, until a church was 
erected, Rev. Mr. Doak being first stationed minister. Subse- 
quent to its organization, Carlingford was united with Avonton, 
which connection is still maintained under Rev. Mr. Graham, 
as pastor. In 1866 the present church was erected, which still 
suffices for all congregational wants. There is a membership 
at present of 52; a Sabbath school, with Mr. Andrew Stewart as 
superintendent, is also conducted in connection, having a good 
attendance of pupils. 

Roy's church, also Presbyterian, and connected with Hibbert, 
will be found in the history of that township. 

A short distance north of Carlingford is Fullarton congregation 
of the Evangelical Association, which originated from Sebringville 
church. Rev. John Anthes was first minister, who held services 
in Peter Bitner’s house, where a great revival took place among the 











people. A class was formed, among its first families being those 
of Peter Bitner, John Riehl, Michael Goetz and Conrad Shiels. 
After a short period this class had increased to sixty members. 
In 1871, Mr. Bitner donated a piece of land, on which a large 
frame church was built, whose tall, tapering spire can be seen a 
long distance away. Its membership, at present, is 75, under the 
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pastorate of Rev. H. J. Holtzman. A Sabbath school is also in 
connection, under C. K. Shiels, with an attendance of 81 pupils. 

Fullarton Presbyterian church, situate on the Mitchell road, 
formed a part of Avonton congregation till 1857, when thirty-five 
members in that township petitioned to be erected into a separate 
charge. A call was extended to Rev. J. M. King, who declined, 
In January, 1858, a call from Downie and Fullarton was extended 
to Rev. Robert Hamilton, who accepted, and was inducted on June 
goth of that year. The congregation at this period erected their 
first church on the Mitchell road, a frame structure, considered a 
grand one at that time. This building was again enlarged in 
1863, and continued to be the place of worship till 1882. During 
those years its membership had greatly increased, not only in 








number, but in wealth also, and the present brick edifice was 
erected at a cost of $6,000. Mr. Hamilton has been a long and 
faithful servant, and his name will stand alone among our pioneer 
preachers, as retaining his position for forty years with acceptance 
to his people. 

‘A Sabbath school, in connection with this congregation, was 
organized at an early day by John Caven, and conducted in the 
log school house, near Motherwell. In 1880, Mr. Charles Baird 
was chosen superintendent, who has continued ever since faith- 
fully to discharge the duties of that office. The roll shows a 
large attendance of pupils. A bible class also meets in connection 
with this school, conducted by Mr. William Stirritt. Motherwell 
Sabbath school supports a pupil at Pointe-aux-Trembles school. 
Avonbank, also, contributes to the same purpose. Present 
membership at Motherwell is 130. 

Methodism was first established in Fullarton by Rev. Philip 
James, who established a mission of Bible Christians, in 1844, at 
Fullarton Corners. Service was held in those shanties erected by 
the settlers, and in a log building which was subsequently built 
for a school. In 1848, a Sabbath school was organized by James 
Moore, who came a long distance through the woods to discharge 
his duties in this self-imposed task. Dr. Aylsworth, a medical 
practitioner from Mitchell, was first stationed minister. A frame 
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church was erected (now used for a Sabbath school building), in 
which service was held until the union in 1883, as Wesleyans, 
Episcopals, and Bible Christians then became one body. A new 
church was then constructed at a cost of $1,200, in which service 
is now held. This circuit is at present in charge of Rev. T. A. 
Ferguson. An excellent Sabbath school is also conducted by Mr. 
Harry Rogers as superintendent. : 

At Fullarton village is a Baptist congregation, which was 
organized by Elder Milne at an early period, Service was held in 
the school till a church was erected. This congregation, when 
founded, had a small membership, which has not increased to any 
extent, owing to removals from this section of many who wor- 
shipped in its sanctuary. Its present minister is Rev. Mr. 

shall, with John McNeil as Sabbath school superintendent. 

Bethel church, Mitchell Road, was organized by Rev. Philip 
James in 1854, being one of the oldest in Fullarton. Its first 
stationed minister was Rev. Mr. Tapp, who, like all other pioneer 
preachers, held services in the shanties and school houses, A 
church was erected in 1859, at a cost of $1,200, which is now to be 
replaced by an elegant and costly structure of brick on which will 
be expended about $7,000. This congregation at its inception 
had seven members, Jasper and Mrs. Pridham, James and 
Mrs. Moore, John Harris and Elizabeth Harris, Mr. Jasper 
Pridham was a strenuous worker in this church, to whom it owes 
much of its success, This little nucleus of seven members has 
increased to 120 at the time of our writing. A Sabbath school is 
also conducted, with Henry Neal as superintendent, having an 
attendance of 80 pupils. 

Mount Pleasant Methodist church, Fullarton, was not organized 
till 1855, when Dr. Aylsworth, of Mitchell, held service amongst 
the people. Its first members were Nicholas Roach and wife, 
Hugh Mitchell and Mrs. Mitchell, Thos. and Mrs, Allan and Mr, 
John Cole. In 1865, a church was erected, which was superseded 
in 1901 by a handsome brick structure costing upwards of $5,500. 
There is now a membership of about 7o under the pastorate of 
Rev. Mr. Ferguson. A Sabbath school is also conducted in con- 
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nection with this congregation by Mr. H. C. Facdy, having an 
attendance of 8o pupils. 

The political history of Fullarton begins in 1842, Subsequent 
to 1841, and prior to 1844, when it was separated from Downie 
and Blanshard, its history is merged with that of those municipal- 
ities. In 1844, it contained 419 inhabitants, and had 393 acres 
under cultivation. In 1850, the population was 1,400, with 4,128 
acres under cultivation. Its products for this period were : for 
1849, 17,000 bush. of wheat, 10,000 bush. of oats, 20,000 bush, 
of peas, 13,000 bush. of potatoes, 18,000 bush. of turnips, 32,000 
Ibs. of maple syrup, 2,000 Ibs. of wool, and 2,000 Ibs. of butter. 
In 1842, Fullarton had two road divisions, Mr. Joseph Cramer 
being pathmaster for No. 1, and Mr. Michael Balt for No. 2. On 
these road lists there appear as ratepayers : No. 1, Jacob Cramer, 
Jacob Seebach, Theobald Brunner, John Coran, George Switzer, 
Hugh Kennedy Junck ; No. 2, Michael Balt, Christian Geddinger 
and Peter Bitner. 

At the first council meeting, in 1842, accounts were sub- 
mitted showing that £24, 5s., 9d. had been expended for public 
improvements in Fullarton, and £38 in Downie. In 1843, five 
pathmasters were appointed: No. 1, Hugh Kennedy Junck ; 2, 
John Arbogast ; 3, Peter Bitner; 4, James Smith ; 5, Daniel Ney. 

In 1844, Fullarton was set apart from Downie, as a separate 
municipality. There are no records up to 1847, but, from inform- 
ation I have been able to obtain, Hugh Kennedy Junck was 
elected district councillor in 1845 ; Thomas Boyle, clerk ; Duncan 
Campbell, assessor. A meeting was held in January, 1846, at 
Mitchell, when it appears James Brown was chosen collector, who, 
with great difficulty, and long trudging through forest and swamp, 
succeeded in gathering together £50, which he carried to 
Goderich, travelling on foot. Subsequent to separation, the first 
meeting of which we have a complete record was in 1847. This 
was held on January 3, and called by virtue of a warrant under 
the hands of William Chalk and Ludwig Meyers, Esquires, two of 
Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the District of Huron, 
and held in Fishleigh’s tavern, Mitchell. 
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At this meeting Thomas Boyle was elected chairman. Other 
officers elected were : John McIntyre, district councillor ; Thomas 
Boyd, township clerk ; William Irvine, assessor of taxes ; Duncan 
Campbell, collector of taxes; Daniel Kerr, William Davis, John 
Arbogast, town wardens ; John Arbogast, William Smith, Thomas 
Scott, commissioners of highways. Subordinate officers were 
also appointed, forming the first complete list on record. As 
Poundkeepers, were Andrew Timming, Francis Fishleigh, John 
Babb, John Parker, Abraham Davidson, and Nicholas Harwick. 
Fenceviewers were William Small, Nicholas Tomlinson, Michael 
Shellebery and Richard Gill. Pathmasters’ lists contain thirty- 
five names, a marvellous increase since 1842, indicating that, in a 
short period of five years, settlement had made great progress, 
These were George Roy, Andrew Kennedy, William Levey, Wil- 
liam Jardine, Frank Livingston, Robert Nichols, Joseph Russel, 
John Shellebery, Gilbert McIntyre, George Brett, Jacob Seebach, 
John Arbogast, Michael Goetz, Thomas Scott, Robert Clark, 
Daniel Egmire, John McCurdy, Charles Stuffs, Thomas Worth, 
Henry Yeo, William Haines, Jasper Pridham, William Elger, 
William Greenside, William Hewer, Hugh Kennedy Junck, James 
McLarty, Thomas Moss, Christopher Baker, Nicholas Tomlinson, 
Charles Beer, William Porteous, William Davis, Robert McIntosh, 
and Thomas Babb, This meeting also passed by-laws regulating 
cattle running at large, and defining the construction of a lawful 
fence. We have inserted copies of by-laws elsewhere, whose 
Provisions will apply to Fullarton, and, indeed, to all mun 
in this county, each code being nearly alike. 

Those officers elected in 1847 appear to have retained their 
several positions till January, 1849, when a meeting was held at 
the school house on lot No. 25, East Mitchell Road, and a new 
list was chosen: James Brown, clerk ; Henry E. Anson, assessor; 
Duncan Campbell, collector. For superintendents of highways 
were elected, John Lambert, Robert Roger, and Joshua Cole. 
For town wardens, William Davis, William Martin, and Thomas 
Reid. A financial statement for the preceding year was read at 
this meeting. This account was not a large one, receipts consist- 
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ing of two items: a balance on hand of £12, 19s., 934d., and 
cash received from Mr. John McIntyre, being wild land tax money, 
amounting to £12, os., 11d., making a total of £25, os., 84d. 
Total expenditure, £23, 18s., 514d., was composed of orders for 
improvement of roads, clerk’s salary of ten shillings, and four- 
pence halfpenny for postage. 

The first township board, elected in 1850, met on January 2rst, 
and was composed of James Hill, Robert Porteous, Robert Roger, 
George Leversage, sr., and John Arbogast. James Hill was 
chosen first reeve of Fullarton; John Melntyre, clerk. This 
concluded their business, when an adjournment was made to Feb'y 
oth, at No. 3 school house. At this meeting other office: 
appointed, and their salaries fixed. Clerk was to receive £5 per 
annum. Treasurer, whatever may have been his duties, watching 
over his own remuneration was not one; he was to receive £2 
per annum, For this allowance he was ‘‘to take care of all 














township moneys, pay orders, keep books, and find security in 
250, to the satisfaction of the coun Auditors were more 
liberally compensated, with an allowance of 15 shillings each. 
Superintendent of education received £2 ; surveyor, 7/6 per day, 
while actively engaged; constable, 3/4 per day. Members of 
council were very economical in fixing their own remuneration at 
ig per day, or five pence per day more than their messenger. 
Assessor was allowed 214 per cent. on all taxes levied, and the 
collector 314 per cent. on all taxes collected. 

At a meeting held in March the clerk and school superintendent 
each gave bonds for £250. There was also levied a rate for con- 
tingencies and local improvements amounting to £150. £30 was 
also levied in S. S. No. 4, to build a new school house. A resolu- 
tion was also passed in May, clearly demonstrating the condition 
of roads in this township, setting forth ‘that logs for crossways 
should not be less than one rod in length, nor less than eight inches 
in diameter, and no basswood to be allowed.” In September 153. 
was granted in payment of a seal for the municipality. On April 
26th, 1857, the auditors presented their first statement, showing 
a total collected of £111, which had not all been expended, 
416, 2s., 14. still being on hand. 
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In August, a great flood swept away many bridges in Fullarton, 
and a special levy was made for replacing these and repairs on 
others. This amounted to £50, of which £10 was expended at 
Brown’s school house, £12 on a bridge ninth concession line, 
Slo for Black Creek bridge; also £5 for bridge in 6th concession. 
Further sums were to be expended by Mr Fishleigh and Mr. Hill, 
amounting to £7, in repairing roads. During this year a grant 
was made to found a public library of £30, on the following 
conditions, viz. : “If within ten days petitions liberally signed be 
presented to the reeve in favour of it, and if petitions be presented 
both for and against said grant, then if the great preponderance 
of such petitioners be in favour of said grant, in such case the 
town reeve shall have authority to order the same to be placed 
on the collector’s roll, but not otherwise.” 

It is to be regretted that the good intentions of Fullarton 
council in this case were frustrated by those plans adopted for its 
management. The system was theoretically good, but subse- 
quently proved to be practically bad. There can be no doubt that 
a circulating library in any community must be productive of good 
results in promulgating wholesome literature, and in promoting a 
taste for high ideals, the creating of which is, or ought to be, the end 
and aim of all writers who feel the responsibilities of their mission. 
Each councillor was appointed librarian in his own district, and 
received a share of books equal with other members. For these 
he was responsible during his tenure of office. If all councillors 
were men of literary taste, such arrangements would be quite 
applicable. I may be permitted here to remark, if to be educated 
on academic lines were a crime, very many, indeed, of our old 
public men would be held perfectly guiltless. If, on the other 
hand, an education gained by observation, or the stronger and 
imperative demands of stern necessity could be considered enlight- 
enment, nearly all old backwoodsmen were eligible to a degree. 
It was only a few years, therefore, after the introduction of the 
library when it was so decimated that its total extinction became 
evident. 

Previous to 1854 a license inspector had been appointed in each 
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ion, whose duty it was to inspect all houses of entertainment 
and grant certificates as to all legal requirements being fully ob- 
served. An officer was now appointed whose jurisdiction should 
extend over the entire municipality 
Inspector,” and was empowered to grant hotel licenses, as well as 
those to auctioneers. He gave security in £20, and one surety 
for £10. Mr. Thomas Dunn, township clerk, was appointed to 
this responsible position with a compensation of £2 per annum. 
This was certainly a very modest allowance for so important an 
officer. Mr. Dunn’s operations were limited by by-law, and 
which, considering society at that period, speaks well for Fullarton, 
when it was declared that only two hotel licenses should be issued. 

Considered in connection with other municipalities at that period, 
temperance principles must have made great progress in this 
township. It was decided also in 1855 that applicants for hotel 
licenses should pay in Mitchell £8, in the township proper £3. 
All keepers of houses of public entertainment were entitled to 
transfers, provided a due observance of the law was maintained. 

In 1856, Fullarton divested herself of all responsibility in con- 
nection with library affairs by apportioning it amongst the schools. 
‘This plan was adopted upon petition of a large majority of rate- 
payers for its dispersion that way. A codification of municipal 
by 
payers generally might be made fully acquainted with local 
municipal legislation. 

Mr. McPhail moved, and Mr. Abraham Davidson seconded, 
“That with a view to the more efficient discharge of the duties 
devolving upon this council, a by-law should be drafted embracing 
and setting forth rules of order to be observed by the council at 





He was known as ‘Revenue 























jaws was now decided upon, in order that all officers and rate- 








their meetings, and defining the liberties and privileges of those 





who may attend such meetings, in connection with business or 
otherwise, and imposing suitable penalties for the contravention 
of such rules.” Mr. McPhail, Mr. Clark, the reeve and clerk were 


and submit it at next meeting. 





appointed to make a digest of all lay 
Having been assented to by a full board, it was then to be printed 








for circulation in pamphlet form. During this year a grant was 
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made in aid of agricultural societies of £5, the first given to these 
highly useful organizations. 

In 1857, a motion was made regarding the construction of a 
gravel road to St. Marys. A motion was also introduced in 
January ordering the clerk to correspond with Blanshard regard- 
ing this road. Fullarton was desirous of improving this highway 
within her limits, and, by a concerted action with Blanshard, a 
leading road could be constructed of great advantage to both. 
The Mitchell road, therefore, which had been cleared in 1844, 
became then, and is still, one of the leading highways in both 
townships. At a subsequent meeting a plan was submitted by 
what was known as “(The Southern Gravel Road Co.,” offering to 
gravel that section of highway extending from Mitchell to the 
Thames road, and also a section from lot 10 to the W. M. R, 

These motions indicate a lively interest in good roads, and were 
several years in advance of municipal action either in Blanshard or 
Downie. A meeting was held in ward No. 3, which would be 
greatly benefited by these contemplated improvements, and $3,000 
voted to carry them into effect. While these innovations were 
being made in its more advanced sections, in other portions of 
Fullarton matters were not in such a favourable condition. The 
1ath concession was not yet opened throughout, nor was it till 
1858 that a grant of £20 was made in order to make it passable 
for travel. 

At its first meeting, in 1861, the board took their seats under 
happy auspices, and, amidst hand-shakings and congratulatory 
compliments to each other, recorded that “after a vote of the 
whole township being taken on them, they were all returned, 
which plainly indicates their services for the past two years have 
been highly appreciated by the intelligent ratepayers of 
Fullarton.” 

In 1864, Fullarton was first entitled to send a deputy reeve to 
the county council. Mr. Abraham Davidson, an old member of 
the board, was raised to that dignity. An important amendment 
to the Municipal Act came into force in 1867, by which all reeves 
and deputies were elected directly by the people. Formerly, they 
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were chosen by the council, which was elected by general vote of 
the ratepayers. Under this provision, in 1868, Mr. William 
Davidson was elected reeve, and his father, Abraham Davidson, 
as deputy. Abraham Davidson had been a representative since 
1855 ; his son William had never sat at a council table, except as 
clerk. These conditions indicate a high appreciation of those 
services rendered by both father and son. Perth County affords 
no other illustration of a man occupying his first seat at a council 
table as chief magistrate, and by that honor taking precedence 
over his father, who sat as his deputy. 

Prior to 1873, a great question was being agitated in this county 
as to granting aid for constructing a railway from Stratford to 
Wiarton, north, and Stratford to Port Dover, south, This. road 
was of immense consequence to Stratford and the northern part 
‘of the county. A bonus of $120,000 was, therefore, warmly 








supported by the people of those sections. In Fullarton, Hibbert, 
Blanshard, and a portion of Downie, a very different order of 
things obtained, These municipalities were almost unanimously 
opposed to the scheme. The representatives from the south were 
led by Mr. Wm. Davidson, reeve of Fullarton; those of the 
north, by Mr. D. D. Hay, of Listowel, an able man. It was a 
bitter struggle, and fought out on both sides with unflinching 
determination. On Mr. Davidson and his deputy returning at 
that period to their constituents, they were hailed as the champions 





of right and liberty. A great meeting being held, a motion was 
passed by standing vote, amid tremendous enthusiasm, expressing 
entire concurrence and confidence in their representatives in 
trying to defeat this nefarious project. We insert this motion, as 
indicating that determined opposition to an improvement which 
has resulted in enormous benefit to this county. 

It was moved and seconded, ‘That this council highly approves 
of the action of the reeve and deputy reeve in opposing the 
by-law submitted at the last session of the county council granting 
$120,000 of a bonus to the Port Dover & Lake Huron and the 
Stratford & Lake Huron R. R., and would urgently request every 
qualified ratepayer to turn out to the several polling places in the 
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township, on Monday, the first of December next, and vote down 
unanimously the absurd proposition of saddling the municipality 
with $12,000, being the amount we will have to pay in case the 
by-law is carried, without receiving any corresponding benefit, but 
merely to satisfy the people of Stratford and Listowel, led on by 
self-interested persons in those places.” —Carried unanimously. 

At this meeting was passed another motion, indicating that, 
while the sentiments set forth were no doubt perfectly honest, 
they discover in a marked degree that the council of Fullarton was 
not at all deficient in political tactics. It may be considered a 
cardinal principle in successful politics that what cannot be easily 
disposed of in a straightforward manner must be passed on the 
other side, with such an appearance of fairness and honesty of 
purpose as to draw the people’s attention from the main question 
and centre it on a side issue, We submit the following motion 
ona very important matter, as a splendid illustration of this theory, 
and exhibiting a marvellous insight into political science. Moved 
and seconded, ‘In reference to the circular asking the council to 
petition the Legislature of the Dominion of Canada for the pro- 
hibition and sale of intoxicating liquor, That, while we are of 
opinion that the said liquors are injurious to mankind morally, 
mentally, and financially, when used to excess, and have cause to 
deplore their use in many cases ; yet we are of opinion that pro- 
hibition would not remedy the evil, for experience has proven that 
legal restrictions have not justified the promoters of such doctrines 
in their results, and in our opinion, instead of petitioning the said 
Legislature, we would suggest ‘0 those who have the moral and 
religious training of the community to impress upon those ver whom 
they come in contact of being temperate in all matters, and par- 
ticularly in intoxicating drink, and try and raise the standard of 
morality in all its bearings.” 

Before dismissing this part of our subject, it is worthy of notice 
the great confidence the people of this township appear to have 
placed in those whom they had elected to power. In other munici 
Palities there seems to have been almost a continuous struggle 
for representative position, which, while it may have indicated a 








214 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


healthy public spirit, was not, on some occasions, conducive to 
their material interests. In Fullarton, however, when a man was 
elected as reeve he seemed as one elevated to a dignified sphere. 
From his position on the township woolsack he could survey with 
delightful magnanimity those scenes transpiring around him as 
‘one who was monarch of all he surveyed. No reeve of this town- 
ship appears ever to have been removed by an adverse vote of his 
constituents, The late George Leversage resigned to accept the 
county treasurership, after having been reeve for eighteen years. 
Mr. William Davidson resigned after eleven years to accept the 
position of county clerk. Mr. Thomas Ford, after a period of 
< years, retired. Mr. James Watson also retired after eight 
years, and Mr. Hill, the first reeve, served three years, when he 
also retired. The reeves of Fullarton for many years exerted a 
decided influence in the councils of this county, and have given 
more wardens to preside over its deliberations than any other 
municipality. Although this township has been undoubtedly 
represented by able men, we are yet of the opinion that a portion, 
at least, of their influence arose from their long and intimate 
knowledge of county affairs, which their constant re-election by 
the people enabled them to acquire. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that strong feelings of personal 
friendship sprang up between the reeve and those who had been 
so long with him around the council table. It is not surprising, 
too, that on the evening of their last meeting, when the adjourn 
ment is recorded sine die, that melancholy retrospects should be 
indulged in. Although they may have been conscious of having 
done their duty honestly, fearlessly, and well, an appeal to the 
electorate, a court often notoriously fickle, and inconsistent in its 
judgment, always produced misgivings of results. It is not sur- 
prising neither, after the “weeping hour” is passed, that with 
sobs in their hearts, and tears in their eyes, we find them join 
hands and sing as they did at one meeting in Fullarton,— 


























‘Then long live the Queen, 
And happy may she be, 
‘And may her subjects have 
Peace and prosperity. 
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The various officers of Fullarton township from 1850 to 1902, 
inclusive, are as follows :— 

Reeves.—1850-2, James Hill ; 1853, Thos. Ford ; 1854-61, 
James Watson ; 1862-7, Thos. Ford ; 1868-78, Wm. Davidson ; 
1879-96, Geo. Leversage ; 1897-1902, James Russell. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1864-5, Abraham Davidson; 1866, Geo. Lever- 
sage ; 1867-9, A. Davidson ; 1870-3, Richard Francis ; 1874-6, 
R. H. Bain; 1877-81, R. Francis; 1882-7, Thos. Currelley ; 
1888-9, Nicholas Roach ; 1890-96, Joseph Jackson ; 1897-8, Peter 
Arbogast. 

Councillors, —1850, Robt. Roger, Robert Porteous, Geo. Lever- 
sage, John Arbogast ; 1851, R. Rogers, R. Porteous, John Fish- 
leigh, Valentine Rohfreitsch; 1852, J. Fishleigh, Wm. Martyn, Jas. 
Watson, V. Rohfreitsch; 1853, John Fishleigh, Wm. Martyn, Jas. 
Watson, Wm. Dickie ; 1854, T. Ford, W. Martyn, Wm. Dickie, 
Payton Botterill ; 1855, Robt. Clark, Abraham Davidson, Daniel 
McPhail, Wm, Martyn; 1856, R. Clark, A. Davidson, D. 
McPhail, John Cole ; 1857, D. McPhail, J. Cole, Edwin Dodds, 
A, Davidson ; 1858, T. Ford, E. Dodds, J. Cole, A. Davidson ; 
1859-61, T. Ford, A. Davidson, E. Dodds, Alex. McConachie ; 
1862, Geo. Leversage, A. Davidson, E. Dodds, H. E. Hanson ; 
1863, Geo. Leversage, H. Hanson, F. Ullrick, A. Davidson ; 
1864-65, Geo. Leversage, H. E. Hanson, F, Ullrick ; 1866, F. 
Ullrick, A. Davidson, Wm. Dickie ; 1867, Geo. West, F. Ullrick, 
Wm. Dickie ; 1868, Richard Francis, Samuel Gourlay, Jos Bald ; 
1869, Jas. Brown, R. Francis, Edwin Ross; 1870, Jas. Brown, 
Geo. Roy, Jas. Moore; 1871-2, Geo. Roy, Michael Arbogast, 
James Moore; 1873, M. Arbogast, Francis Standeven, N. Roach ; 
1874, N. Roach, M. Arbogast, Jas. Moore ; 1875, N. Roach, 
Horace Fawcett, M. Arbogast ; 1876, N. Roach, M. Arbogast, 
Richard Watson ; 1877, N. Roach, R. Watson, Henry Heal ; 
1878, N. Roach, R. Watson, Geo. Johnson ; 1879-80, N. Roach, 
Geo. Johnson, Thos. Currelley ; 1881, N. Roach, T. Currelley, 
Jacob Ney ; 1882-87, N. Roach, Nesbitt Potter, J. Ney ; 1888, N. 
Pottery Joseph Jackson, Thos. Edwards ; 1889, Jos. Jackson, T. 
Edwards, Jos. McIntyre ; 1890-1, P. Arbogast, Jos. McIntyre, 
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Thos. Edwards ; 1892-3, T. Edwards, P. Arbogast, John Butler ; 
1894, T. Edwards, John McNeil, P. Arbogast ; 1895, P. Arbogast, 
J. McNeil, Jas. Russell ; 1896, J Russell, P. Arbogast, Oliver 
Harris; 1897-8, 0. Harris, L. Turner, C. Ratz; 1899, P. Arbogast, 
L. Turner, C. Ratz; 1900-1, P. Arbogast, O. Harris, L. Turner, 
C. Ratz; 1902, L. Turner, O. Harris, P. Seebach, C. Ratz. 

Clerks —1850-2, John McIntyre; 1853-7, Thos. Dunn} 1858, 
Daniel McPhail ; 1859-67, Wm. Davidson ; 1868-72, Richard 
Moore; 1873-8, Geo. Leverage ; 1879-1902, John Wilson. 

‘Assessors-—-1850, John Lambert ; 1851-2, Wm. Rath; 1853, 
Thos. Smith ; 1854, Jas. Anderson ; 1855-8, Robt. Porteous ; 
1859, Wm. Aldred ; 1860, Robt. Porteous ; 1861, Thos. Shilling- 
ton ; 1862-3, R. Porteous ; 1864-7, Edward Turner ; 1868, Henry 
Hanson ; 1869-70, Richard Watson ; 1871, Jas. Brown ; 1872, 
Thos. Skinner; 1873-4, Jas. Brown; 1875, Richard Watson ; 
1876, E. Turner ; 1877-83, Jas. Brown ; 1884-5, Wm. Courtice 5 
1886-94, Richard Francis ; 1895-1902, Jos. McIntyre. 

Treasarers.—1850-9, James Brown ; 1860, Wm, Davidson ; 
1861-1902, John Cole. 

Collectors. 1850-35, Duncan Campbell ; 1856-61, Angus Camp- 
bell ; 1862, Edwin Turner ; 1863-4, Wm. Davidson, sr. 5 1865, 
Jacob Bald; 1866-7, William Davidson, sr. ; 1868-70, Thos. 
Skinner ; 1871, Samuel Gourlay; 1872-7, Ferdinand Ullrick 5 
1878-9, Thos. Skinner; 1880, F, Ullrick; 1881-3, Wm. Courtice ; 
1884-94, Alex. Bothwell; 1895-7, Jno. Butler; 1898-1902, Jno. Roger. 

“Auditors. —1850, John Buchan, Wm, Rath; 1851, John Buchan, 
Chas. Thorn ; 1852-4, Chas. Thorn, Thos. Sloane ; 1855, Thos. 
Matheson, Chas. Thorn ; 1856, Thos. Matheson, John McGill ; 
1857, Chas. Thorn, John McGill; 1838-60, Wm. Davidson, Hugh 
Chisholm ; 1861, John Mitchell, Andrew McPherson ; 1862-3, Wm. 
Riley, H. Chisholm ; 1864, Geo. West, H. Chisholm ; 1865, Geo. 
West, J. Buchan; 1866, Jos. Hunt, J. Buchan ; 1867, H. Chisholm, 
Jas. Woodley ; 1868, Jas. Brown, H. Chisholm; 1869-73, Wm. 
Davidson, st., Jas. Brown ; 1874-5, John Buchan, Jas. Brown} 
1876-90, Jas. Brown, Wm. Davidson; 1891-2, Wm. Sterritt, J. H- 
Keeler ; 1893, Wm. Sterritt, Jas. H. Harper; 1894-1901, Wm 
Sterritt, Jas. Ward ; 1902, Wm. Sterritt, Richard Pomeroy. 
















































BLANSHARD OFFICERS FOR 1902. 


1, John Fotheringham, Reeve. 2% William Johnston, Auditor, 
‘McDonald, Councillor. 4. John H. Jameson, Clerk. 

cillor. 6, Joseph Pearn, Councillor. 7. David Boi 

Brethour, Collector. 9. MacCausland Irvine, Auditor. 10, Robert Beatty, Treas- 
urer, 11, Kdward Kennedy, Assessor. 





CHAPTER XIV. 
BLANSHARD. 


Blanshard township is situated in the centre of a great triangle, 
formed by the Huron road, Governor’s road, and the London and 
Goderich road, extending from London to Clinton, It received 
its name in honor of Mr. Blanshard, a director of the Canada 
Company, and was not surveyed till 1839. This municipality was, 
therefore, the last to be opened up in the Huron Tract. That it 
should thus have remained so long did not arise from undesirable 
conditions in the soil. On the contrary, it contained no swamp, 
rocky, or waste lands to interfere in any way with pioneer opera- 
tions. Indeed, it contains, perhaps, a larger block of unbroken 
surface than can be found elsewhere in this county. Like Hibbert, 
its backward position arose from circumstances connected with 
the surveys of surrounding municipalities, 

When opened for settlement no township in this county was 
more rapidly taken up. Its soil was uniformly so good, that in 
a period extending from 1841 to 1848, every acre was claimed by 
owners, lessees, or ‘‘ squatters.” A contiguity of pioneers to each 
other in a new country has a marked effect in its progress. Where 
swamps exist, or land is broken by rock, sand, or other obstacles 
to retard operations of the woodman, settlers become isolated 
from each other. ‘This condition renders road making and building 
of schools and houses too heavy a task to those few so sparsely 
located on suitable intervening lands. No such obstructions 
affected this township. Blanshard had no difficulties extraneous 
to those inseparable from life in the woods under favourable con- 
ditions. Progress was, therefore, rapid, extending in a very short 
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time to every section. It is also noticeable in a new country that 
advancement is largely dependent on the character of those by 
whom settled. Indeed, this is of greater consequence to 
development than extreme fertility of soil. This county was most 
fortunate in being located by people of British origin and Germans. 
A better class of bushmen could not be obtained from any other 
nationalities, and results afford ample evidence of this fact. 
Blanshard was settled almost entirely by people from the north 
of Ireland, particularly that portion west of the river Thames. 
East of the river, surrounding St. Marys, Scotch predominated. 
West of the river, north of Ireland people were immensely in the 
ascendency. Settlement began almost simultaneously north and 
south of the Little Falls. The McGregor family, Legg, Mackin- 
tosh, Forrester, Weir, Delmage, Sinclair, and Jickling were 
pioneers. Southward were Bradly, Pickard, McVannel, Weston, 
Tasker, and Hutchings. Extending north and south on the 
Mitchell road were Christie, Henderson, Doupe, Switzer, Spar- 
ling, Armstrong, McKinnett, Cameron, Carrol, Rea, Warren, 
Sansburn, Bell, Draper, Willis, and Hayes. On concession one 
were Bell, Meighen, Irvine, Robertson, and Gowan. On two 
and three were Cameron, Dickinson, McCullough, McCallum, 
Anderson, Switzer, Beatty, and Sparling. On four and five were 
Spearin, Shier, Kennédy, Irvine, Berry, Robinson, Hazlewood, 
and Burns. On six and seven, Benner, Marriott, Cathcart, 
Creighton, Paynter, Chappell, Riordan, Morrill, Murphy, and 
Miller. On eight and nine were Rea, Willis, McIntyre, Stafford, 
Moutray, Sawyer, McDougall, Parker, Dwyer, and Quinn. On 
ten and eleven were Somerville, Slack, Crawford, Dinsmore, 
hipley, McDonald, Styles, Gilpin, and Hopkins. On twelve 
were Hayes, ‘Byfield, Radcliff, Crawford, Foster, Gunning, and 
Morley. By far the greatest number of these were north of 
Ireland people, and apparently drawn from the better class. Many 
were characterized by intelligence, high sense of honour, and an 
air of refinement much in advance of those coming from a land 
where education could scarcely be obtained. They were intensely 
loyal to their country, and proud of its achievements by land and 
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sea. In those feelings were hid the elements of success. A 
people who have no pride in former historical records of their 
country are in the first stage of national decay. An individual 
who has no pride in his family or ancestoral honour has lost the 
highest incentive to honour in himself, and is on the verge of . 
moral decrepitude. Between 1841 and 1848 the whole township 
may be said to have been ‘‘taken up.” During that period, how- 
ever, comparatively little of it had been patented or “deeded.” 
In fact, as late as 1850 very few titles had been granted in Blan- 
shard. According to the system adopted by the Canada Com- 
pany in disposing of their lands first by leasehold tenure, it wa: 
not till these agreements had expired that a settler applied for his 
patent. As these indentures covered a period of ten years, all 
those issued between 1841 and 1848 expired between 1851 and 
1858. In this interval, therefore, a large portion of land was 
patented. In cases where a settler was unable to secure his deed 
another lease was granted at a slightly increased price, if desired, 
by adding 25% per cent, to the original cost. A number adopted 
this plan of holding their land rather than borrow money to pay 
for it. At the same time we regret to say that names appear in 
many of our first title deeds of men who never endured the hard- 
ships of pioneer life. Recourse was had to mortgaging for securing 
their patents by quite a number, at rates of interest from 15 to 25 
per cent. per annum. At such prices for money it is not surprising 
that very few were ever able to redeem themselves. While this 
occurred in too many instances, it is gratifying to know that a 
large number were able to discharge all their obligations from 
their own earnings, and obtain that much coveted, long hoped for, 
and hard earned piece of parchment, on which were written the 
magic words “the said lands to have and to hold to him and his 
heirs for ever.” 

‘The Canada Company's records in Toronto show that the first 
patents for land were granted in Blanshard, as follows :—On 
concession No. 1 to Gordon Meighen, November 27, 1844, and 
three days later another on the same concession was granted to 
William Beatty. On concession No. 2, Donald Cameron, on 
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Sept. 25th, 1843. On concession No. 3, to Archie McCallum, on 
October the 7th, 1844. On concession No. 4, to Adam Shier, on 
June 18, 1844. On concession No. 5, to Gerard Irvine, on Sept, 
13, 1846. On concession No. 6, to Alexander Jamieson, on Oct. 
3) 1846. On concession No. 7, to David Smith, on August 6, 
1846. On concession No. 8 to Neil McLennan, on June 20, 1851, 
On concession No. 10, to Thomas Dinsmore, on February 26, 
1853. On concession No. 11, to Samuel Radcliffe, on February 
26, 1847. On concession No. 12, to Peter Watson, on December 
27, 1849. On concession No. 13, to Thomas Christie, on March 5, 
1844. On concession No. 14, to Thomas Skinner, on August 6, 
1853. On concession No. 15, to William Fleetford, on November 
1, 1842. This patent granted to William Fleetford appears to be 
the first issued in the township of Blanshard, and was for lot 15, on 
concession 15. On concession No. 17, to Adam St. John, on July 
18, 1848. On concession No. 18, to Walter Stinson, on May 12, 
1848. On concession No. 19, to Robert Patterson, on May 20, 
1845. On concession No. 20, to Caleb Richardson, on September, 
1848. On the north boundery concession, to Edward Delmage, 
1848, On the south boundary concession, to George Jackson, on 
December 22, 1848. On the east Mitchell road concession, to 
John Sparling, on June 8, 1844. On the west Mitchell road 
concession, to Donald Cameron, on August 6, 1845. On the 
west boundary concession, to Jasper Ward, on August 27, 1852. 
On the Thames concession to Thomas Ingersoll, on February 19, 
1844. To James Ingersoll, on August 13, 1849, was granted a 
patent for an island below the falls, in the river Thames, contain 
ing one acre and seven perches, and for which he is to pay therefor 
the sum of five shillings, On the 6th day of August, 1845, a 
patent was granted to the Rev. Ephraim Evans, of London, for 











part of lot No. 22, concession No. 8, for a place of interment. 
This grant was made to Mr. Evans, who applied on behalf of the 
settlers in the district for a plot to bury their dead, and was made 
by the Canada Company without any consideration. 

From the time the first settler erected his solitary shanty by the 
River Thames, in 1841, every day brought some new adventure to 
the municipality. 
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In 1844 Blanshard contained 972 inhabitants and had 619 acres, 
under cultivation. In 1850 her population had increased to 2,562 
souls, with 6,140 acres under cultivation, In 1861 the population 
was 3,774, exclusive of St. Marys. Her total product raised in 
1849 was 24,000 bush. wheat, 13,000 bush. oats, 4,000 bush. peas, 
17,000 bush. potatoes, 41,000 bush. turnips, 41,000 Ibs. maple 
sugar, 4,000 Ibs. wool, and 4,900 Ibs. butter. It was necessary, 
therefore, that some local authority should be set up for the govern- 
ment of the people and regulating affairs in this now important 
settlement. Previous to that period (1844) Blanshard, Fullar- 
ton and Downie had been formed into one district for municipal 
purposes, and a meeting was held in the school house in Stratford 
on January 3, 1842, to elect certain officers and pass by-laws. 
In these meetings of our old pioneers a practical illustration of 
those socialistic principles of initiative and referendum was a 
prominent feature in their legislative deliberations. Conditions 
in some directions have not greatly changed since the first meet- 
ings of these local parliaments. Much of the legislation enacted 
regarding fence viewers, pound keepers, and animals running at 
large, still form the primary principle of the municipal enactments 
at the present day, with scarcely any modifications. It appears from 
the minutes of this meeting that Blanshard was unrepresented. 
It is doubtful if any organized system of government obtained in 
this township till 1844. In that year a meeting of ratepayers was 
held in the village (St. Marys), to form a local government under 
authority of the legislative enactment of 1841, Mr. Thomas 
Williams being chosen clerk. Of the business transacted at this 
meeting we have no record. On the third of January, 1848, the 
people of Blanshard again met, at Joseph Casey’s tavern, to pass 
by-laws and appoint certain officers for the current year. At this 
meeting Mr. George Birtch was elected chairman, Milner Har- 
rison, township clerk; Thomas Shoebottom, councillor (for the 
district, I presume); Rody Hanley, assessor; Edward Styles, col- 
lector; poundkeepers for the village, Samuel Fraleigh, Thomas 
Skinner; in the township, John Switzer and Daniel Powell. The 
wardens were Rody Hanley, Christopher Sparling, and James 
Pangburn. 
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At the close of their electoral duties the assembled ratepayers 
next assumed the functions of a Legislative Assembly. On this 
occasion the result of their deliberations was embodied in certain 
enactments: That every pathmaster should be a fenceviewer in 
his own division; no fence should be less than 44 feet high, staked 
and sidered or locked; no seed animals to run at large; no breachy 
cattle to run; no hogs under thirty pounds to run, all above forty 
pounds to be free commoners. Their legislative functions being 
thus completed, the House was prorogued with three cheers for 
the Queen. With that supreme wisdom which characterizes 
many of our legislators of to-day, they no doubt sought the 
means of recuperation to their exhausted faculties in that exhil- 
arating cordial dribbling from Mr. Casey's barrels. It appears, 
however, that some irregularity in connection with this election 
had occurred, which led to a warrant being issued by William 
Chalk, Warden of Huron, to James Clendinning, of St. Marys, 
for a new election. This nomination was held at Ashel Morris 
German’s tavern, village of St. Marys, when Thomas Christie and 
Thomas Shoebottom were candidates. At the close of this 
contest Mr. Christie was declared elected by a majority of sixteen 
votes, It will be noticed from reports of these meetings that 
Mr. Hanley held the dual office of assessor and township warden 
for that year. On January 1st, 1849, another meeting of rate- 
payers was held at Ashel Morris German's tavern to elect officers. 
At this meeting Mr. William Patterson Smith was elected chair- 
man, Milner Harrison clerk, Rodey Hanley assessor, Edward 
Styles collector, Samuel Fraleigh poundkeeper for the village of 
St. Marys, and C. G. Sparling, Rody Hanley, Henry Willis, town- 
ship wardens. 

Previous to 1850 I find no statement as to salaries paid tow 
ship officers. The first statement of accounts is dated July 2rst, 
1847, where the total receipts are set forth as amounting to 
£90, 8s., 3d., with an expenditure corresponding to this amount 
exactly, In an item dated September 15th, Mr. Harrison is 
allowed for clerk’s fees £1, 8s., 34. This account is certified as 
being correct by Mr. Hanley, Mr. C. G. Sparling, and James 
Pangburn, wardens. 
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In the records of March, 1847, is found a statement which will 
be somewhat amusing to the people of Blanshard at the present 
day. The first entry is in March 8th, 1847 :—‘‘ Milner Harrison’s 
mark is a split in the right ear; James Smith’s mark is a piece cut 
out of the end of the right ear ; William Carroll's mark is a small 
round hole in each ear ; Thomas Ingersol’s mark is a piece of the 
left ear split in and cut out under to make a square notch; 
Jeremiah Crysler's mark is a split in the left ear ; Peter Smith's 
mark is a three cornered burn of the hip; George Tracey’s mark 
is a split in both ears, forming a swallow’s tail; Joshua Brink's 
mark is a piece cut out of each ear, on the upper side, in the 
shape of a half moon; Christopher G. Sparling’s mark is a round 
hole in the right ear, the size of a musket ball; Parden Fuller's 
mark is a round hole in the right ear, and a half round in the left 
ear; Robert Birtch’s mark is a round hole and a split in the left 
ear ; Caleb Richardson's mark is a piece cut square out of the left 
ear ; Noah D. Carrol’s mark is a piece cut off from the right ear.” 
This completes the list of gentlemen who appear to have placed 
themselves on record. There is no explanation why such a mark 
is necessary, whether it was to distinguish the parties themselves, 
or any animal of which they were possessed. Neither is it peculiar 
to the officers, although a number of them appear to have received 
it. This town meeting of 1849 was the last under the old system. 
In 1850 a new order of municipal government was introduced. A 
great piece of legislation it was, and productive of great good to 
the people of this country. The old system was swept away. 
Those old town meetings, where all the ratepayers meet together 
for legislative purposes, and in a most hilarious mood, often inter- 
spersed with a snatch of an old Irish song or humorous story 
between their several enactments, passed more effective legislation 

1 a couple of hours than both our Houses of Parliament could 
after a long period of incubation. A district councillor was no 
longer elected. The office of township warden was abolished. A 
position of real dignity and honour was conferred on our public 
men. The manner of their election was conducted with formality 
and a certain amount of decorum, unknown at the town meeting. 
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This gave those who were chosen a prestige never before enjoyed 
by our representatives. 

In compliance, therefore, with tl 
council of Blanshard met to transact business, January 20, 1 
at William Guest's tavern, at ten o'clock a, m. At this meeting 
were Thomas Boy Guest, reeve ; Arundel Hill, Henry Willis, Geo. 
Adair and William Chambers, as councillors. Officers elected 
were Thomas Ingersol, clerk ; J. K. Glendining, assessor ; Thos. 
Christie, treasurer ; William Sparrow, collector ; William Patter- 
son Smith and John Ingersol, auditors. A list of officers is 
subjoined from 1852 to 1902 + 

‘Reeves. —1852, John Robinson ; 1853, T. B. Guest; 1854- 
Arundel Hill; 1856-9, David Cathcart ; 1860-1, John Dunnell ; 
1862-5, Benjamin Stanley; 1866, John Gould, 1867, E. R. 
Gooding ; 1868, James Dinsmore ; 1869-71, David Cathcart ; 
1872, Andrew Driver ; 1873-4, David Brethour ; 1875-6, Robt. 
Beatty ; 1877-8, James Dinsmore ; 1879-80, Andrew Driver 5 
1881-2, William F, Sanderson ; 1883, William Johnston ; 1884, 
W. F. Sanderson ; 1885-6, James Dinsmore ; 1887-8, Thomas 
Lawton ; 1899-90, Robert Beatty ; 1891-2, William Hutchings ; 
1893, David Johnson ; 1894-5, Daniel Sinclair ; 1896-8, Robert 
Berry ; 1899-1900, George Elliott ; 901-2, John Fotheringham. 

Deputy Reeves. —1852, George Adare; 1853, Arundell Hill; 1854, 
Gilbert McIntosh ; 1855, David Cathcart ; 1856-7, Amos Doupe ; 
1858-9, John Dunnell ; 1860, David Cathcart ; 1862-5, E. R. 
Gooding ; 1863, Frank Anderson; 1866, Hugh Thompson ; 
1867, James Dinsmore ; 1868, George Huston ; 1869, A. 0 
Driver, 1870-1, George Huston; 1872, David Brethour ; 
1873-4, Robert Beatty; 1875-6, John Dinsmore; 1877-8, William 
McCullough ; 1879-80, W. F. Sanderson ; 1881-2, Jas. Spearin ; 
1883, Thos. Lawton ; 1884, Wm. Hutchings ; 1885-6, Thos. 
Lawton ; 1887-8, Geo. Hudson ; 1889-90, Wm. Hutchings ; 
1891-2, David Johnson ; 1893-5, Robt. Berry ; 1894, Robert St. 
John ; 1896-7, Geo. Ulliott ; office abolished. 

Councillors. —1831, Arundel Hill, Henry Willis, Geo. Adare, 
Wm. Chambers ; 1852, H. Willis, Moses Sinclair, T. B. Guest ; 
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1853, H. Willis, David Cathcart, Wm. Beatty; 1854, David 
Cathcart, Samuel McDonald, Richard Tims; 1855, Amos 
Doupe, James Dinsmore, A. McDonald; 1856, James Dinsmore, 
J. Dunnell, J. R. Burrit ; 1858, James Dinsmore, C. Switzer, 
Thos. Williams ; 1859, Jas. Dinsmore, Thos. Williams, Reuben 
Switzer ; 1860, Thos. D. Hamilton, James Dinsmore, Frank 
Anderson ; 1861, Adam Shier, Rody Hanley, Benjamin Stanley ; 
1862, Adam Shier, J. Dunnell, F. Anderson ; 1863, J. Whimster, 
Wm. Sparrow, E. R. Gooding; 1864, W. Sparrow, Thomas 
Lennox, T. Anderson ; 1865, John Gould, Hugh Thompson, 
T. Anderson ; 1866, F. Anderson, E. R. Gooding, Benjamin 
Stanley ; 1867, Duncan McDougall, Adam Shier, Geo. Huston ; 
1868 Adam St, John, A. M. Driver, D. McDougall ; 1869, 
A. St. John, Alex. Jamieson, D. McDougall ; 1870-1, Alex. 
Janiaon, W. Johnston, G. D. Lowrie ; 1872, John Dinsmore, 
Robt. Beatty, Wm. Sterritt ; 1873-4, J. Dinsmore, William 
McCullough, Peter McVannell ; 1875, W. McCullough, P. 
MeVannell, Aaron Sawyer ; 1876-7, A. Sawyer, A. St. John, Jas. 
Spearin ; 1878, A. Sawyer, Jas. Spearin, W. F. Sanderson; 1879, 
A. Sawyer, Jas. Spearin, W. Roger ; 1880, Jas. Spearin, Thos 
Lawton, Wm. Hutchings ; 1881-2, W. Roger, W. Hutchings ; 
Thos. Lawton ; 1883, Wm. Hutchings, W. Roger, W. H. 
Graham ; 1884, W. H. Graham, Thos. Pearn, Geo. Hudson ; 
1885-6, W. H. Graham, G. Hudson, George Spearin ; 1887-8, 
David Johnson, Peter McVannell, Jno. Dickenson ; 1889, Robert 
Berry, Daniel Sinclair, D. Johnson ; 1891-2, R. Berry, Robert 
St. John, D. Sinclair ; 1893, R. St. John, Wm. Robinson, George 
Ulliott ; 1894, W. Robinson, Jno. Fotheringham, W. Dinsmore ; 
1896-7, J. Fotheringham, Amos Marriott, Geo. Ulliott ; 1897-8, 
J. Fotheringham, W. Dinsmore, A. Marriott, G. Ulliott ; 1899- 
1900, A. Marriott, David Bonis, Egleson McDonald, Charles 
Robinson ; 1901, David Bonis, Jas. Donald, Chas. Robinson, 
Egleson McDonald ; 1902, David Bonis, Chas. Robinson, E. 
McDonald, Jos. Pearn. 

Clerks.—1851-3, Thomas Ingersol; 1854, Thomas Christie; 
1855-72, William Wilson; 1873-81, William Johnston; 1882, A. 
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M. Driver; 1883-6, Samuel Clark; 1887-8, Wi 
1889, John H. Jameson, present clerk. 

Assessors. —1851-2, J. K. Glendining; 1853-5, George Adare; 
1856-7, William N. Ford; 1858-9, Amos Doupe; 1860, William 
Raymond; 1861, Amos Doupe; 1862, Jas. Livingston; 1863, 
John Campbell ; 1864-7, Edward Delmage ; 1868, Jas. Livingston; 
1869, Edward Delmage; 1870-1, Jas. Livingston ; 1872, William 
McCullough ; 1873, George White; 1874, John Morris; 1875-6, 
Edward Delmage; 1877, A. M. Driver; 1878-85, Robert Beatty ; 
1886-1902, Edward Kennedy 

Treasurers.—1851-4, Thos. Christie; 1855, Johnston Armstrong; 
1856-71, William Miller; 1872, George Huston; 1873-6, Joseph 
Stephens; 1877-80, David Cathcart; 1881-3, George D. Lowrie; 
1884-6, A. M. Driver; 1887-93, George D. Lowrie; 1894-1902, 
Robert Beatt} 

Collectors. —1851-5,William Sparrow; 1856-60, Rody Hanley; 
1860, George Adare; 1861, C. D. Sparling; 1662-67, David Cath- 
cart, 1868-71, David Brethour; 1872-82, William H. Graham; 
1883-9, John Anderson; 1890-3, P. S. Armstrong; 1893, Aug. 
Brethour; 1894, P. S. Armstrong; 1895-7, William Cade; 1898- 
1902, Augustus Brethour. 

Auditors. —1851-2, John Ingersol, William P. Smith; 1853, J. 
K. Glendining, Rody Hanley; 1854, Wm Barron, J. R. Burrit; 
1855, W. Miller, W. Woods; 1856, Thos. Williams, W. Woods; 
1857, John Dalzell, W. Woods; 1858, Arundel Hill, William 
Woods; 1859, Arundel Hill, Thos. Wilson; 1860, Hugh Pater- 
son, Thos. Wilson; 1861, John Campbell, W. Woods; 1862, 
David Dinsmore, W. Woods; 1863, Mathew Rooney, D. Dins- 
more; 1864-6, W. Woods, Robert Somerville; 1867, M. Rooney, 
R. Somerville; 1868, John Campbell, J. Stephens; 1869-71, John 
Campbell, William Robinson; 1872-3, J. Campbell, T. O. Rob- 
son; 1874, J. Campbell, Edward Delmage ; 1875-8, J. Campbell, 
Philip Kerr; 1879-80, J. Campbell, G. D. Lowrie; 1881-2, J. 
Campbell, Thos. Pearn; 1883, J. Campbell, William Ford; 1884, 
J. Campbell, Robert Somerville; 1885, J. Campbell, W. Ford; 
1886, W. Johnston, W. Ford; 1887, W. Ford, W. Roger; 1888-9, 


iam Johnston; 
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Thos. Armstrong, W. Roger; 1890-2, John Campbell, W. Roger; 
1893, John Burns, J. Campbell; 1894-5, J. Campbell, W. F. San- 
derson; 1896, J. Burns, W. F. Sanderson; 1897-8, W. Johnston, 
J. Burns; 1899-1901, Jas. Morrison, MacCausland Irvine; 1902, 
W. Johston, Mac. Irvine. 

The council of 1851 had most important duties to perform. 
‘There were no precedents for their guidance in the various 
functions given to them by the new Act. The whole machinery of 
municipal action had to be set in operation, and of necessity there 
would be some friction. A set of officers had to be appointed to 
assist in administration, who, whatever their qualifications may 
have been, certainly knew nothing of those duties they were 
required to perform. It is not surprising, therefore, if we find 
that municipal business was frequently conducted in a manner 
which would not be acceptable to-day. To us it appears marvel- 
lous how township councils did so well. If errors were made, 
they were in most cases on the side of economy. Any remunera- 
tion granted to officers for their important services indicates a 
jealous watchfulness over the public purse. The clerk, on whom 
rests a great responsibility, received £12, 10s. ; collector, £12 ; 
assessor, £16s., 10s. per annum; councillors, each per day, 
6s., 3d. ; auditors, £1 each for each audit ; and returning officers, 
128., 6d, for each election ; treasurer, 234 per cent. for all monies 
passing through his hands. In July of this year a rate of six- 
eighths of a penny in the £ was levied to build a new bridge over 
the Thames, at St. Marys. This was an old frame structure on 
Queen street, that occupied the site of the present stone bridge, 
which replaced it nearly 40 years ago. Previous to erecting this 
wooden bridge in 1851, there had been one constructed of logs, 
an old pioneer, swept away by a freshet. The contract on the 
frame was let by tender to William Noble for £150, approaches 
not included. In 1851 was also organized the London and Proof 
Line Gravel Road Company, which constituted the first gravel 
road west of St. Marys, This road extended from the River 
Thames westward to the Mitchell road, and south to Prospect 
Hill, where it entered Biddulph. The council, recognizing the 
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utility of this work, borrowed £2,000 to assist in its construction, 
the first and last loan ever obtained by this municipality. 

In February of 1853 the board met at Mr. James McKay's hotel, 
St. Marys, and fixed a rate for tavern licences at £5, 10s. for St. 
Marys, and £3, 10s. for Blanshard. They also appointed five 
inspectors of hotels to compel an observance of the law by those 
holding licences. Both village and township in those days appear 
to have been well supplied with hotel accommodation, Blanshard 
having thirteen and St. Marys about as many more. In this year 
of 1902 Blanshard has not, nor has it had for three years, a 
hotel within its limits, and St. Marys, with a population of 3,500, 
has only six. Those inspectors appointed for the onerous work of 
viewing hotel premises and sampling liquors kept in stock were 
J. K. Clendining, Ruben Switzer, Rody Hanley, William Me- 
Cauley, and Thomas Anderson, 

In 1856, remuneration to municipal officers was again con- 
sidered by the board, and increased allowances were made in 
several instances. Clerk, £20; assessor, £13; collector, £15; 
auditors, each £1, 10s.; councillors, each per day, 1os.; inspectors 
of licenses, £1, 10s, each ; returning officers, 15s. In this year 
the capital of Blanshard was located at Skinner's Corners, which 

















has been the seat of government ever since. The council con- 
dered the change necessary. St. Marys being incorporated in 
1855, assumed all management of its own municipal affairs. An 
allowance of 234 per cent. was still made to the treasurer, and 
continued to be so till 1870, when it was withdrawn, and an 
annual salary given instead. 

At this period roads were still in bad condition, although they 
were all chopped out and cleared, excepting a portion on the 
south-west corner, which, from its swampy nature, was several 








years later in its improvements than those more favoured localities. 
In many sections the corduroy was still uncovered, and served as 
monument to the ingenuity of our old pioneer in his primitive 
construction of roads under most adverse circumstances, and with 
an utter disregard of comfortable travel, or those consequences 
arising to life and limb in traversing their rough wooden ridges. In 
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1859 was constructed the St. Marys and Exeter gravel road, extend- 
ing along what is known as the Base Line from the Mitchell road 
to the western boundary. This road was a great boon to those 
people residing in the western part of Blanshard, enabling them 
to reach a good market in St. Marys with comparative comfort. 
These gravel roads were kept up by tolls, levied on all vehicles 
passing through toll gates erected every five miles. About 1865, 
our pathmasters had recourse to a system of gravelling on those 
divisions under their authority, and so rapidly did this work pro- 
ceed that in the course of a few years nearly all the roads in this 
municipality were gravelled. This rendered those highways which 
had been built by joint stock companies unproductive and unprofit- 
able to stock holders. In 1870, therefore, the council bought the 
London and Proof Line Company's stock, removing the toll gat. 
and three years later they became owners of the St. Marys 
Exeter gravel road, from which the gates were also removed. 
ince that period, excepting two years, no toll gate nuisance has 
existed within this municipality. From its first settlement till 
1900, all roads had been under the authority of pathmasters, and 
were kept in repair by statute labour. During that year, how- 
ever, the council had recourse to a new system of road making, 


and, by a sweeping measure, abolished statute labour altogether. 


This was the greatest innovation made by any council since the 
abolition of the toll gates. Our experience of this new system, 
although short, is satisfactory, and affords a proof of the wisdom 
and progressive character of that council who were sufficiently 
bold to strike down an old established usage, which, in its life 
time, had been productive of much good. We will have occasion, 
however, to refer to this matter in another part of this work. 
Building schools early engaged the attention of our people in 
Blanshard, but at what period of ‘st school section was 
formed it would be impossible for me to say. There are no 
records regarding those transactions of our local government 
earlier than 1847, and even those till 1851 are of a meagre de- 
scription. It is also unfortunate that in the archives at Goderich 
there are no records from 1842, during nearly all that period that 
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a district government existed. Our first Council, in 1851, how- 
ever, passed a motion adopting certain by-laws then in force, 
“‘and the said by-laws remain in full force and virtue until re 
pealed.” By Law No. 8 of this code relates to a division of the 
ity into school sections. This township, therefore, must 
have been divided for school purposes prior to municipal organiza- 
tion in 1850. Subsequent to this period, that conflict over exist- 
ing boundaries, and those changes constantly being made in 
forming new sections, soon began, and which continued to rage 
with more or less fury for a period of thirty years. It is but fair 
to say, however, that this war did not arise from selfishness in 
those affected, nor from a contravention of existing rights. In- 
deed, it arose from an opposite principle, and was the natural 














outcome of a spirit of equality and an assertion in its widest sense 
of that primary principle underlying the School Act. In forming 
original sections, regard was had, only to a settlement, as it then 
existed, and not to any future extension or other circumstance 
that might affect it. When a new section was formed, a school 
building was erected in as central a portion as possible, that all 
could derive an equal advantage as to distance. Time brought 
new settlers, whose location naturally implied connection with a 








school. By accepting these new comers, existing boundaries were 
extended in a manner that may have placed the school building 
already erected altogether to one side, rendering those arrange- 
ments of a few years before no longer equitable. It was not for a 
long period of years that an abatement of school-section legisla- 
tion took place, and a termination reached suitable to nearly all 
parties 

In 1853, schools having been established, the council turned its 
attention to a further extension of our educational facilities through 
a township library. On November 25th of that year, Mr. Miller 
and Mr. Cathcart introduced a motion granting £50 to establish 
a public library. This was carried by a unanimous approval of 
the board. On December ist the council, feeling themselves 
unable to grapple with such a momentous question as supplying 
mental pabulum to the people of Blanshard, appointed themselves 
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acommittee of the whole to deal with it. They also associated 
with this committee several gentlemen of literary merit, as an 
advisory board, comprising: Mr. William Woods, Johnston Arm- 
strong, Rev. Mr. Lampman, Dr. Wilson, J. K. Glendining (C.E.), 
J. R. Bennett, Dr. Wood, Dr. Coleman, and clergymen of all 
denominations. A township librarian was appointed in Mr. 
Thomas McIntosh, with a salary of £4 per annum, and who had 
to furnish security in 440. Ward librarians were to receive £2 
per annum, and furnish security in £20 each for a due perform- 
ance of their duties. In Ward No. 1 Mr. McIntosh was also 
ward librarian, and received 65 volumes. In No. 1 was also ap- 
pointed Duncan McVannell, who received 57 volumes. This 
division of Ward No. 1 into two districts was rendered necessary 
in order to better accommodate that portion of the municipality 
lying north and south of St. Marys. In Ward No. 2, John R. 
Bennett received 133 volumes. In Ward No. 3, William Sans- 
burn received 136 volumes. In Ward No. 4, Mrs. Cathcart 
received 137 volumes. In Ward No. 5, David Mericall received 
137 volumes, making a total of 665 volumes. These apportion- 
ments were exchanged at stated intervals, in order that each rate- 
payer in turn would share the whole, This institution does not 
appear to have been successful, although, from many of the books 
we have seen, selections appeared to have been made with excellent 
judgment. 

Prior to 1859, Blanshard had but few churches, and those of a 
not very substantial order. In the western portion there were no 
churches at all. Still no lack of religious observances prevailed 
because of no churches. The old log school house served a 
double purpose of seminary and sanctuary. The shanty of a settler 
was always open as a place of worship, and within its rude portal was 
always a place of rest for the minister. All the denominations 
that exist in this township to-day, existed then. Prev’ 

1845, Mr. Johnston Armstrong and others organized what is now 

known as Zion Congregation, on the Mitchell road. At Prospect 

Hill, the Anglican Church established a mission at a very early 

date, This body had also erected a log church in the 6th con., 
15 
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near Woodham. In 1860, however, this old log building was no 
longer used for public worship, and a new church was erected at 
Kirkton, on the boundary between Usborne and Blanshard. In 
1900 this building was removed, and a brick edifice erected, 
which, over and above its utility, is very ornamental. Previous 
to 1859, a Presbyterian mission had been established at what is 
now Anderson P.O., by Mr. Alexander Wood, but this did not 
long survive Mr, Wood’s removal from Blanshard, when it was 
discontinued, a portion of its members joining Motherwell church, 
and another portion annexing themselves with Usborne, erected a 
stone building in 1861, which still stands, and is known as Kirk- 
ton Presbyterian church. About the same time was erected by 
the Methodists in Kirkton a small brick building, which was 
removed some years ago, giving place to the largest house of 
worship in Blanshard. At this period there seemed to be a mania 
with regard to building churches, and the people of Blanshard 
must have contributed to nearly a score of such structures. 
Subsequent to the union of those branches of which the Metho- 
dist Church was then composed, many of these old buildings 














were found to be unnecessary. Larger congregations were made 
up of those former disjointed elements, when more commodious 
structures were erected. The first move was made at Kirkton, 
followed by Mclntyre’s, on the 8th concession; Woodham, Zion, 
Anderson, Cooper’s, on the base line; Salem, on the 4th concession, 
and the Methodist church at Prospect Hill. All these churches, 
with the exception of Cooper’s and Prospect, are substantial brick 
buildings. The Presbyterians have no churches in Blanshard, 
Church of England only one. The Methodists, it may be said, 
possess all church property in this township. 

In a municipality possessing so many natural advantages, one 
would suppose that many villages would be found within its bor- 
ders. Such is not the case. St. Marys seems to have absorbed the 
trade of nearly the entire country. All leading roads converging 
near or in the town, together with the railway, give St. Marys a 
predominance which has effectually barred all other trading 
centres for several miles in every direction. Of those few villages, 
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or “corners,” which have sprung up, Kirkton is the most import- 
ant. This pretty hamlet is located ten miles west of St. Marys, 
and is partly in Blanshard and partly in Usborne. Its first build- 
ing was of logs, and was a general store kept by Timothy Eaton, 
now of Toronto. On the corner of lot 8, W. B. concession of 
Blanshard, a small brick cottage was erected in 1857, afterwards 
occupied as a general store. South and southwest still waved old 
primitive forest trees. Kirkton, for several years, made slow 
progress, being retarded, strange to say, by a certain proprietor 
refusing to sell lands for building. A survey was made by 
Alexander Kirk of lot No. 8, and lot No. 9 having changed hands in 
the meantime, a survey was also made. On these two lots is built 
the principal part of Kirkton, being regularly laid out into streets. 
Since those necessary improvements toward settlement, progress 
has been made until its present population is now about 200. 
Kirkton was named in honor of the Kirk family, who were pioneers 
in this section of Blanshard. Three brothers, Alexander, Lewis 
and James, located on the lands where Kirkton is now built. 
Streets in the village are now provided with sidewalks and 
adorned with shade trees, from whose foliage peep several 
residences that would do honor to more pretentious places. 
Woodham, next in importance, is situated one mile and a 
quarter south of Kirkton, on the same concession line. This 
place was founded in 1859 by an English gentleman named 
Walker Unwin, who built a general store in the spring of that 


year. During’next summer a hotel and grist mill were erected. 
This new centre was known as the “Corners” for several years, 

a post office was opened by Mr. Unwin, when it was named 
Woodham, There is now located here a grist mill, saw mill, 
pump factory, two general stores, with several small industries. 
Its population is about 150. 


Blanshard has only another village, known as Prospect Hill, 
and situated on the boundary line of Biddulph. This hamlet is 
wholly in Blanshard, but has not made much progress for many 
years, although surrounded by a splendid agricultural country. 
Its situation is most desirable, occupying as it does what is, per- 
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haps, the highest elevation in Blanshard, From this point an 
excellent and very extended view may be obtained over a large 
section of country of surpassing richness and beauty. The first 
post office west of St. Marys was established near this place by Mr. 
John Bell. Long before Kirkton or Woodham were in existence 
this was a place of importance, and contained two hotels. Rail- 
way construction through Granton diverted its trade into other 
channels. It now contains a general store, blacksmith’s shop, 
and one house of public entertainment (unlicensed) to accom- 
modate the travelling public. 

Blanshard, although rapidly settled and improved, contained no 
post office outside of St. Marys till 1853, when Fish Creek was 
opened. That large and magnificent extent of fertile country 
lying between St. Marys and Exeter, a distance of twenty miles, 
had no mail accommodation till 1856, when Mr. Timothy Eaton 
opened an office at Kirkton. In cases of sickness or accident, 
medical assistance could not be procured nearer than St. Marys or 
Exeter. When we consider, also, that there were no horses for 





years subsequent to settlement, a journey to either place having to 
be made on foot, the condition of any one requiring medical aid 
was deplorable indeed. In 1868 Dr. Stubbs, a young graduate, 
located in Kirkton, and at once found a large practice. Kirkton’s 
first doctor was a most amiable man, and at his death, a few years 
subsequent to his locating, was succeeded by Dr. T. V. Hutchin- 
son, now medical health officer in London, and he again by Dr. 
William Irving, a most kind hearted and good man. Dr. Fergu- 
son, at present in Kirkton, has an extensive practice, and is also 
medical health officer of the township. In this village, a few years 
ago, located Dr. W. R. Carr, veterinary surgeon, who enjoys an 
extensive and lucrative practice. 





























CHAPTER XV. 
HIBBERT. 


The township of Hibbert was named in honor of William Hib- 
bert, Esq., a director of the Canada Company. Its soil is of good 
quality, road-building material is plentiful in every section. There 
is excellent drainage, and facilities for transportation are con- 
venient to all. The first concession was surveyed in 1829, con- 
cessions 2 and 3 in 1832, and in 1835 a survey of the whole was 
completed by John McDonald. Excepting South Easthope and 
Fullarton, Hibbert ranks smallest in Perth County, containing 
about 42,300 acres. This is all, or nearly all, available for agricul- 
ture. Its topographical aspect is undulating, and in some sections 
hills rise to a considerable height. In its northwest corner is a 
section of level country, a portion of which at one time was con- 
sidered swampy. Northeast it is undulating, while passing 
through between Staffa and Cromarty a range of hills rise to quite 
an altitude, Cultivation is carried on with skill, and has been 
remunerative, a system of mixed farming having been adopted. 
The Scotch element predominate in several sections, who carry 
out their predilections for stock raising in a marked degree. 
‘Their success in this department has encouraged others to adopt 
their system, which is now carried on throughout. About 1867, 
when co-operative dairying was introduced into Ontario, a cheese 
factory was established by Mr. George Hamilton, of Cromarty. 
This was not a success, and not encouraging for further develop- 
ment. Since creameries were introduced, a factory was estab- 
lished at Staffa, which, unfortunately, was destroyed by fire, and, 
so far, has not been rebuilt. Dairying, therefore, in this town- 





240 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


ship has had very little influence in making wealth, and those 
agencies which have produced such marked results must be 
looked for in other departments of farm husbandry. Wherever 
a soil obtains of the description found in Hibbert we believe 
that a system of mixed husbandry will be found the most 
productive of material prosperity. Specialism in agriculture is 
never desirable where soil is of such a character as to admit of 
mixed farming. Transportation is always an important question 
h farmers, and lies next to production; in fact, it may be 
considered a part of it, Whatever can be saved in cost of 
transporting goods from one point to another lowers that of 
production, and profits arising from farm operations are enhanced 
in a corresponding degree. The B. & L. H. Ry. has created 
markets at Dublin, Seaforth and Mitchell, all convenient for 
delivering farm products. Within easy distance on its west side 
is the L., H. & B. Ry., affording excellent market facilities to the 
southwest portions. ‘These railroads, all e: cess, have 
contributed largely in developing this township. The centre 
gravel road, leading through Cromarty, Staffa, and north to 
Dublin, is a most important highway, and was opened at an early 
day. In 1854 this road received a small grant from the county 
road improvement fund, and was supplemented by further grants 
later on. The improvement followed the pioneer in Hibbert more 
rapidly than in some municipalities having priority of settlement. 
A wealth of road material, distributed over so wide an area, was 
a great boon in road construction, rendering development in 
highways easy and rapid. 

Settlement in this township did not take place to any extent for a 
number of years after a survey was made. This did not arise from 
tural disadvantages in soil, but to one of those circumstances 
. Pioneers, 
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which accelerate or retard settlement in new countri 








on their onward march, are not unlike grasshoppers in movement, 
each one, as he comes onward, passes those already located, who 
have immediately preceded him. In this manner settlements were 
planted along the Huron road (at long intervals in some places) to 
Goderich. At this point it was more rapid than further east, 
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nearer civilization, simply because Lake Huron formed a barrier 
beyond, which they could not pass. A road had also been opened 
from London to Goderich, through Exeter, Brucefield and Clinton, 
Settlers thus came from the south into Tuckersmith, from the east 
along the Huron road into Downie, Fullarton and Blanshard. 
Hibbert, therefore, being east of Tuckersmith, and far west on 
the Huron road, was comparatively isolated, and not settled till 
these municipalities were all taken up. 

Mr. Robert Donkin was probably the first settler in Hibbert. He 
erected a log tavern on lot 16, first concession. Between 
Mitchell and this point was level land, having no streams. Car- 
ronbrook was the first watercourse from Mitchell westward, and 
on that account would be at once selected as a place for settle- 
ment. A short distance west is Irishtown, or St. Columban, 
founded by Father Schneider, which formed the first real settlement 
in Hibbert. Ten years subsequent to this period, in 1842, the 
total assessment was only £314, or $1,256. This sum vw 

essed, as ratepayers, to: Thomas Fox, £54; Michael 
Guppin, £33; Daniel Kennan and Peter McCann, who had, so 
far, no improvements ; Miles McCann, 467; Hugh McLaughlin, 
£30; John Borillion, £20; James Mollineaux, £20; Edward 
Downie, £26, and Arthur McCann, £64. These were all settled 
near St, Columban. In 1844 it contained 321 inhabitants, and in 
1845, 789 acres were under cultivation. In 1850 its population 
had increased to 695, and 1,808 acres were under cultivation, pro- 
ducing, in 1849, 7,000 bush. wheat, 5,900 bush. oats, 2,000 bush. 
Peas, 5,500 bush. potatoes, 9,600 Ibs. maple sugar, 1,500 Ibs. 
wool, and 2,300 Ibs. butter. 

In 1841 Hibbert and McKillop were set apart as one municipal 
district. A meeting was called under a warrant signed by Daniel 
Lizars and Henry Hindman, Justices of the Peace, and held on 
January 4th, at John Cameron’s house. Adolphus Meyers was 
elected chairman ; John Govenlock, clerk; James Young, assessor; 
Dennis Downie, collector; William Lee and James Cluff, pound 
keepers. Three overseers of highways were appointed—Alexander 
Cameron, Robert Watt, and Adolphus Meyers. Rules and by- 
laws were also passed. 
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Progress hitherto had been slow, and fifteen years subsequent 
to the survey of 1829, apart from a few settlers near Irishtown, 
there were few people in Hibbert. Robert Donkin, who after- 
wards became prominent in municipal affairs, located prior to 
1840; Thomas Fox, Thomas McGoey, David Oughton, and 
William Maughan were early settlers. In 1848 a few people had 
located near Spring Hill, as Staffa was formerly called. Thomas 
Shillinglaw, Charles Tuffin, John Drake, William Worden, Richard 
Hotham, and Daniel Weese were old pioneers. In other sections 
were Martin Feeney, James Norris, Arthur Colquhoun, John 
Miller, Daniel Wood and Charles Fox. Subsequent to 1851 set- 
tlement became rapid, and Concessions 10, 11, 12, and 13 were 
located, and so great an influx had now taken place that in 1857 
this township may be said to have been all settled. 

Pioneers in this municipality were nearly all of British origin. 
In the northwest, Irish ; southwest, Scotch and English ; south- 
east, nearly all Scotch ; northeast, a mixed population of British 
and German, Like all new sections, early settlers in Hibbert 
experienced all the hardships and difficulties inseparable from 
flour for 
Many an old 
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poverty in a new country. In early days, obti 
family use was a problem too difficult to solve. 
settler has plodded for miles, through a trackless forest, 
quantity of flour on his back to relieve the pressing neces: 
his famishing children. No doubt, in looking back over these 
trials, everyone thinks his own individual difficulties were 
unequalled by all others. Wherever there is poverty there 
must be hardship. Where hopeless poverty exists, distress 
greater still, It was a glorious feature in pioneer life that there 
was always hope. A repast of cow cabbage and turnips was more 
nourishing when eaten with hope. Almost superhuman efforts 
















were made by pioneers to obtain food for those under his roof, for 
as Burns has well said : 
Thae moving things cad wife and weans 
Wad move the very heart o' stanes. 
Manufacturing potash and black salts afforded some relief, and 
was the only commodity for which money could be obtained, 
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and usually sold for about $25 per barrel. ‘Those settlers who 
located around Cromarty, comprising the families of Hogarth, 
Moon, Taylor, Ferguson, McLarens (Duncan and Alexander), 
Butler, Chapel, White, and George Hamilton, had great hard- 
ships to contend with. Although the Gardners were further back 
still, their location was preferable, being in closer proximity to the 
‘Thames road, which had been opened in 1844. At Francistown 
mills had been erected at an early day, affording conveniences to 
this section unattainable elsewhere. 

Since 1857, when settlement was completed, Hibbert has become 
awealthy municipality. A fertile soil skilfully cultivated, combined 
with thrift and industry, and excellent transportation facilities, has 
given an impetus to prosperity not excelled in Perth County 
Dublin, a station on the B. & L. H. Ry., is an important commer. 
cial shipping point. This village, formerly known as Carronbrook, 
was founded about 1849, when U. C. Lee opened a store on the 
farm now occupied by Mr. John Carpenter. A small stream enters 
the village at its northern limit, passing southward, and was 
named ‘Carronbrook,” by which the place was known till 1878. 
‘At this period it seems to have reached the summit of its glory. 
A number of years prior to this time, Mr. Joseph Kidd, a most 
enterprising man, had located, and through a successful prosecu- 
tion of his commercial schemes, added greatly to its growth, 
Salt was discovered at Seaforth, five miles west, which, through 
Mr. Kidd’s agency, soon became a factor in developing 
Carronbrook. This product was brought in conduit pipes from 
Seaforth: Salt blocks were erected, giving employment to a 
large number of workmen. He also built a sawmill, and on main 
street a block of brick stores, which would have béen a credit to 
larger places. Application was now made, in 1878, to be created 
a police village. The day set apart to change its municipal life 
and its name was a great day. A pageant was arranged such as 
had never been seen in this section of Perth County. At dawn was 
a firing of guns and a great flourish of trumpets, proclaiming the 
event, A queen of youth and beauty was chosen in Miss 
McConnell, who, seated on a triumphal car, drawn by beautiful 
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caparisoned horses, proceeded along main street. In advance was 
agarter king-at-arms, with a drawn sword, followed by trumpeters, 
pursuivants and heralds, in gorgeous apparel. At a certain point 
the trumpets sounded, the men-at-arms drawing their swords, as 
the heralds proclaimed the advent of a new Dublin, that in 
material features would some day rank above its namesake lying 
under the shadow of the Hill-o'-Houth. 

The trumpets again sounded, and the great men, the elders 
among the people, came forth in their robes, and presented with 
all due respect to the queen of love and beauty the keys of the 
city, which she as graciously returned. This ceremony being 
concluded, the trumpets again sounded, and the pageant moved 
forward. On this day Dublin reached the zenith of her glory, and 
human foresight can go seems as 











her future greatness as far 
if it were laid in the grave with the mortal remains of that young 
innocent girl who played so conspicuous a part in this pageant, 
Failure of Mr. Kidd’s schemes proved disastrous to its commercial 
ve recovered, 





progress, from which it cannot scarcely be said to ha 
Dublin contains on its main street a few reminders of its former 
greatness in those brick blocks which were erected to facilitate its 
trade. At present there are several excellent stores, two hotels, 
one of which is in Hibbert, spacious public halls, comfortable 
private residences, telegraph and express offices, with all those 
smaller industries usually found in a country village. It is sur- 
rounded by a fine agricultural country, and will always be a large 
shipping point for surplus farm produce. Its present population 
is under 300, with one resident medical doctor (Dr. Michel). A 
magnificent church, erected in 1900, will be noticed further on. 
On July rst, 1878, therefore, Carronbrook became a police village, 
named Dublin, and elected as her first trustees Joseph Kidd, 
‘Thomas King, and Alexander Ross, the first named, Joseph Kidd, 
being chosen as inspecting trustee. 

















Springhill, or Staffa, the name by which it is now known, is 
situate on the centre road five miles south of Dublin, and was 
founded in 1854. In 1855 a grist mill was erected, which,. for 
some reason, was not operated for several years, During 1856 
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store was opened by Mr. Hill, of Mitchell, as a branch of his main 
establishment. This was placed in charge of Mr. Dunn, who was 
clerk and manager. A few years later a saw mill was also put in 
operation. In 1859 was opened a hotel, although refreshments 
for man and beast were obtainable almost since the advent of the 
first adventurer in a log shanty which had been erected in pioneer 
days on Main street. In 1856, Mr. John Butler built a black- 
smith’s shop, which was soon followed by that of several small 
industries, whose products were in demand by the settlers. When 
Hibbert was set apart as a separate municipality, Staffa was 
chosen as its capital, and a hall erected at a cost of $700, for the 
accommodation of the municipal government. Staffa at present 
contains a good hotel, two stores, churches, grist mill, saw mill, 
a number of neat private residences, and has a daily mail from 
Dublin. 

Cromarty, one mile and a quarter south of Staffa, was founded 
in 1853, by John McLaren, who built a log building, used for a 
dwelling and general store. A year or two subsequently to this 
place being opened, Mr. Joseph Reading erected another store, 
and a hotel was built in 1855. These commercial ventures were 
followed by a blacksmith’s shop, carriage factory, and a planing 
mill. This hotel was closed some years ago, although an excel- 
lent house of public entertainment is still maintained for the 
travelling public, no liquors being sold. At present this little 
hamlet comprises two good stores, blacksmith’s shop, several neat 
private residences, having a daily mail from Dublin. This village 
was named by John Ferguson, in honour of Cromarty, in Scotland, 
birth place of Hugh Miller. 

With an influx of settlers, religious services became a necessity. 
It is characteristic of pioneer life, equally with those hardships 
and inconveniences inseparable from it, that wherever a few people 
located, some old backwoods preacher soon found his way there. 
A pioneer minister was like a pioneer bushman to some extent in 
his life and character. He was energetic and brave. He disre- 
garded toil and hardship in performing his duty. He travelled 
through trackless forests to fill engagements and break the bread 
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of life to a few hardy ones who wandered far in search of a home. 
His visits were made on foot. There were no roads. Streams 
were crossed on fallen trees. His resting place at night was a 
pioneer’s shanty. Through its walls and trough-covered roof an 
opportunity was afforded for making astronomical observations of 
heaven’s numberless stars. His fare was such as could be pro- 
cured in a new settlement. His appetite was like that of a back- 
woods man, however, robust and healthy, apparently ready for 
action at all times, night or day. If the cuisine did not embrace 
a wide range, still there was a healthful bill of fare. A clever 
appetite is not usually sensitive in its gratification, and in a range 
of dishes from cow cabbage to beachnut pork, nothing was 
unacceptable to the pioneer preacher after a journey of ten or 
fifteen miles through the woods. 

The first denomination to hold service in that section near 
Cromarty was the Presbyterian. From Mr. Donald Park, who is 
in possession of the Congregational records at Roy’s and Cromarty, 
we are able to mark the progress made during a period of fifty 
years. In 1849 a brother of Mr. Park had settled on concessions 
ro and 11, himself arriving in 1850. At this period a number of 
Scotch Presbyterians had settled in Fullarton, and were followed 
by many of their countrymen, extending their locations away up 
into Hibbert. The Huron Tract at this period was under the 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of London Presbytery. This body sent 
the Rev. Mr. Fraser to visit this new section. Early in 1851 a 
meeting was called at Mr. William Roy’s house to consider the 
advisability of erecting a church. Only five settlers had then 
located on the eleventh concession, Mr. Andrew Morgan being on 
lot No. 1. At this meeting it was decided to accept half an acre 
from Mr. Roy, whereon to erect a church, and as a place of inter- 
ment. This is a very beautiful site, and is called Roy’s church to 
this day. I may be pardoned here for introducing a melancholy 
episode which occurred on the day of this meet indicati 


























Park says: ‘On the day of the meeting, Mr. Alexander Clark and 
his son were chopping in the woods, when a tree fell, killing the 
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young man. As Mr. Gilbert Mclntyre was returning from the 
meeting, he assisted in removing the body to the little rude shanty 
in the forest. After two days he was buried, being first to be laid 
in that quiet resting place at Roy's churchyard. 

Meantime an organization meeting was held at Alexander Park’s 
house, and Communion dispensed. On this occasion a membership 
of sixteen were present: Alex. Park, Mrs. Roy, John Hamilton, 
Agnes Donald, Duncan Stewart, Alexander Clark, John Barr, 
Jane McVey, Mary Park, James Russell, Robert Christie, George 
Hamilton, Andrew Morgan, James Christie, Elizabeth Hamilton, 
and Agnes Christie, In 1851 a log church was constructed, 
where services were held until the present stone building was 
erected in 1872, at a cost of $3,000. During those three years 
between 1849 and 1852 a large number of settlers located near 
Cromarty, when it was resolved to erect another church in that 
village. A meeting was therefore called, and it was decided to 
proceed on lot eleven, eleventh concession, one-half acre being 
presented to the congregation by Mr. Francis Hamilton for a site 
and burying ground, which was accepted and a church built. 
On March 3d, 1853, Rev. Mr. Proudfoot, of London Presbytery, 
met the people in Mr. Park’s house, organizing them into a con- 


gregation, In November, 1853, Rev. Dr. Caven, now of Knox 


College, Toronto, was appointed to moderate in a call in favor 
of Rev. Mr. Barr. This charge at that period was composed of 
Kirkton, Flatcreek, Roy's, and Cromarty, and the stipend pro- 
“mised was £65 per annum, This call was declined by Mr. Barr} 
no wonder. In 1854, London Presbytery met in Goderich, when 
a call was presented to Rev. Mr. Carruthers, The records do 
not say whether the stipend had been brought under the law of 
augmentations in the meantime, but it appears this call was not 
very successful. The first stationed minister in these four con- 
gregations was Rev. John Fotheringham, who remained in charge 
until their separation, when Roy's and Cromarty were set apart 
under Rev. Mr. Scott, who was pastor for over thirty years. In 
1863, Cromarty congregation erected a new stone church at a cost 
of $3,000. On Mr. Scott’s retirement, in 1900, he was succeeded 
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by Rev. Robert A. Cranston, present incumbent. The member 
ship of these congregations, at present, is 230, with Sabbath 
schools under the minister's charge of roo pupil 

‘At what time the Methodist Church was organized in this town- 
ship it would be impossible to say. In the neighborhood of Staffa, 
services were held by Rev. Mr. Stephens, in the house of George 
Weese, at an early day. In this work was associated with him 
Rev. Mr. Tapp. In 1856 the first Methodist church probably in 
Hibbert was erected in Staffa under Rev. A. A. Smith. This was 
‘a sort of frame building, the contractor being William Hill, of 
Mitchell. In new settlements, the rule was to hold services in a 
schoolhouse, but in this case school was kept in a church. This 
old building has long since been superseded in its ecclesiastical 
uses by a comfortable brick church, and educational work 

















now 





carried on in a commodious brick schoolhouse. In Staffa, the 
liberality of this connection has made provision for its minister by 
erecting a parsonage at a cost of over $2,000. Rev. John Hen- 
derson, present pastor, reports a membership at Staffa of 115 
souls. In connection with the Staffa congregation is a Sabbath 
school, with an average attendance of nearly 60 pupils. This de- 
partment of the work is under the superintendence of Mr. Hugh 
Kennedy. 

Grace Church, Staffa, was organized by Rev. Mr. Bridgman, 
and at a somewhat later period than several other denominations 
in Hibbert. Its principal promoters were Mr. Robert Livingston, 
Anthony Allan, James Allan, John Richardson, and William 
Worden. Services were held for some time in the Township 
Hall, when a new church was erected in 1887, at a cost of about 








$1,000. Membership in this congregation has not greatly increasd 
since its organization, many having removed. A good Sabbath 
school is maintained, with an attendance of about 80 pupils, Mr. 
Henry Templeton, superintendent, Present incumbent is Rev. 
W. J. Docherty, of Hensal. 

Bethel Methodist Church, lot 6, con. 4, was first organized by 
Rev. Mr. Hurlbert, a church being erected in 1863. Its pro- 
moters were Alexander and John Linton, Jas. Watson, William 








| 

















HIBBERT 249 


Faweett, and John White, in whose barn and in the people’s 
houses services were first held. Twenty members composed the 
first roll, which is now increased to forty, with Rev. M. J. Hender- 
son as present minister. A Sabbath school is also conducted by 
Mr. William White, having an attendance of 4o pupils. 

Salem Methodist Church, on lot 10, con. 6, was organized by 
Dr. Aylsworth, of Mitchell. Previous to erecting a church, in 
1863, services were held in the schoolhouse. This congregation 
was promoted by Thomas Paff, John Dunkin, David and William 
Hutchinson, Henry Pinder, and John Young. A total member- 
ship of 20 at its inception has now increased to 4o. There is a 
Sabbath school also, conducted by Mr. George Small, having an 
attendance of 35 pupils. 

The English Church at Dublin was organized in 1866 by Rev. 
Mr. Caulfield. During the autumn of that year, and in the spring 
of 1867, a church was erected at a cost of $1,100. The first pro- 
moters in this congregation were James Green and Robert Donkin, 
A few members only attended this congregation at its inception, 
now increased to 50. A Sabbath school has been conducted here 
since the church was opened in July, 1867, first under Thomas 
Green, and now has an attendance of 30 pupils. 

In this township, at Dublin, has been erected in 1900 the finest 
church edifice in Hibbert, and compares favourably with any 
ecclesiastical building in Perth County. This congregation was 
formerly a part of that at St. Columban, a number of whose 
members resided near Dublin. In 1899 steps were taken by the 
Catholics in this section to erect a new building more convenient 
for themselves. This movement resulted in a splendid brick 
edifice, costing $20,000. The length is 145 feet, by 50 feet in 
width, with a tower rising to 115 feet. Rev. Father Fogarty 
Pastor, under whose charge are 140 families, 

Zion Methodist Church, on the Huron road, was first established 
in 1869, when a building was constructed. This was again 
replaced by another church in 1889. The principal promoters of 
this congregation were J. Jefferson, E. Annis, J. Hoskin, G. 
Mordil, J. Aiken, J. Britton, and Wm. Bushfield. This is still a 
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good rural congregation, and is at present under the pastorate of 
Rev. Mr. Henderson. 

In this township municipal records are of a meagre description 
up to 1857. This was unfortunate, as history was made rapidly 
in early days. Those questions of schools, publi 
liquor by-laws, with other manifestations of progress, are all 
characteristic of early history. When it is found, therefore, that 
records of a petiod so pregant with change are wanting, it 
detracts from historical interest. As to who first occupied seats 
at a council board in Hibbert I am unable to say. Mr. Robert 
Donkin was first district councillor, subsequent to separation from 
McKillop, occupying that position till our present system was 
introduced in 1850. He then became first reeve, and John A. Sul- 
livan, first clerk. In 1851, Thomas McGoey was elected reeve, 
being returned again in 1852. In 1853, Mr. Alexander McLaren 
was reeve, and for many years at a subsequent period was a 
prominent and respected public servant in Hibbert. In 1854 we 
have a record of municipal officers, but for this year only, when 
we find James Black, James Farr, Robert Donkin, Thomas 
McGoey, and Alexander McLaren were elected. Mr. Donkin was 
chosen reeve; John A. Sullivan, clerk; David Oughton, assessor; 
James Murphy, collector; John Hogarth and George Miller, audit- 
ors. A committee appointed on salaries reported allowances to 
each: Clerk, £10; assessor, £11; collector, £9} councillors, 
each, per diem, 5/3} auctioneer’s license, 16/8, with a fee of 2/6 to 
the clerk. A license for a hotel was granted upon payment of 
£2, u1s., 8d., with a further sum of 2/6 to the officer by whom it 
was issued; an additional 10/ was also paid for inspection. What- 
ever conditions may have been observed in our old taverns, there 
was certainly no lack of inspectors, one being appointed for each 
electoral division. This position apparently was a sinecure rather 








s, roads, 
































than a place of emolument, compensation being only £1, tos. per 
annum. Such responsibilities as those imposed on inspectors 
were not unpleasant. For instance, sampling the contents of a 
tempting array of decanters behind the bar was not an unpleasant 
duty. Where a variety of stimulating fluids were kept in stock, 
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a completion of inspection was often reached with the officer in a 
hilarious condition, Mr. Edward Downie was appointed issuer * 
of licenses, with Mr. Robert Bell, William Harburn, Edward 
Pursell, and Arthur McCann, inspectors, 

In 1862, Mr. Carroll’s election as reeve was protested by his 
opponent, the only case of an election protest I have been able to 
discover in a rural municipality. The cause of protest is not set 
forward by complainant. In a second appeal to the people, Mr. 
Carroll was again returned. It seems rather strange that the 
costs of this proceeding, amounting to $90, were paid by the town- 
ship. Hibbert has signalized herself to a great degree by a liberal 
and philanthropic spirit in her grants made from time to time in 
aid of those in distress, In 1862 a mass meeting was held for 
granting aid to the Lancashire operatives in England, which was 
well supported. During this year a subscription was opened to 
assist in raising a monument to the Prince Consort, which was 
not supported at all. A liberal grant to the relief fund in Ireland 
was given in 1863. In 1868 a goodly sum was also voted as 
relief to the Red River Settlement, now the wealthy and populous 
Province of Manitoba. ‘There is a discrimination in making these 
grants highly creditable to the people, in their fine appreciation of 
a dividing line between charity and humbug. 

As late as 1876 five hotels were licensed, one in Cromarty, one 
in Staffa and three in Dublin. These are now reduced to two, 
one in Staffa and one in Dublin. Modern hotels are now very 
different from those of fifty years ago. Whatever we may think 
of accommodations afforded now, which are really good, the old 
log tavern of half a century ago was, in many instances, the most 
wretched spot on earth, 

The minutes of a meeting held on October 12, 1891, were the 
last to be signed by Alexander McLaren, who may be called the 
“Grand Old Man” of Hibbert. There is nothing in that signature 
to indicate approaching dissolution. His hand appears to have 
had all its old-time steadiness. The strings of a highly nervous 
temperament, which were always keyed to their utmost tension, 
seemed to part at once, and in a few weeks he laid down his cross 
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and passed beyond the bourne. A motion of condolence by Mr. 


“Thomas Ryan, who had been in the meantime elected reeve, closed 


the scene on Mr. Alexander McLaren. 

Population in this township has not increased during the last 
twenty-five years, the number in 1902 being 2,000, and its 
total assessment for that year being $1,606,850. The amount 
collected by taxation for schools and other disbursements was 
about $7,000. Buildings which have been erected in Hibbert 
for educational purposes are equal to those in other rural 
municipalities, and the teachers employed in them are doing good 
work, Of the seven school districts, into which the township is 
divided, there are three union public schools. There is also one 
separate and three union separate schools. With the exception 
‘of two localities, where drain tile is made, there are no manufac- 
turing industries in this municipality 

Before leaving this part of our municipal history, I may be per- 
mitted to subjoin a fac simile copy of an award of the fence 








viewers, as an excellent representation of a public document 





1g of important interests in the olden time. Those of our 
ustomed to receive impressive 
and elaborate awards made by engineers under the Drainage 
and Watercourses’ Act of the present, will be struck by the 
simplicity and finely condensed judgment of the pioneer fence 
viewers’ court: 


lic municipal men who are « 








“hibbert, Oct. 6 
“Award of fence viewers 
“on dispute of thomas fell and William salary lot 25 
and gth concessions of hibbert in regards of deepening ditch on 
the said lot, they award that the extent south 8 rods commence 
south and dig on a level to the fence on the concession at his own 
place. 








“Signed, ————_—' 
This award is signed by three excellent and responsible citizens 
‘of the township, one of whom is still a prominent man in a certain 
department of farm industry 
Officers from 1858, previous records being incomplete, all 
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n I have been able to obtain under this part of the work 
ready been state 

Reeves. —1858, Finlay McCormick ; 1859-60, W’ 

1861, Robert Donkin ; 1862-4, John Carroll; 1865 

Cormick ; 1868-73, Thomas King ; 1874-80, Robert Gardner ; 
1881-92, Alexander McLaren ; 1892-96, Thomas Ryan; 1897-8, 
Peter Campbell ; 1899-1900, Robert Hoggarth ; 1901-2, W. W. 
Sadler. 

Deputy-Reeves.—First deputy, 1862-4, John Gardner; 1865, 
Thos. King ; 1866, Jas. Atkinson; 1867, Wm. Givins ; 1868-73, 
Robt. Gardner ; 1874-5, John McConnell ; 1876, Jas. Hopwood ; 
1877-8, Jas. Harburn ; 1879-83, John Burns ; 1884-92, T. Ryan; 
1893-6, P. Campbell ; 1897-8, Wm. Feeney. 

Councillors. —1858, Jas. McKenzie, Jas. Friel, George Kidd, 
Maurice Carroll ; 1859-60, Robert Donkin, J. Friel, Jas, Atkinson, 
John Gardner; 1861, Wm, Bell, J. Friel, J. Atkinson, J. Gardner; 
1862, W. Bell, J. Friel, J. Atkinson ; 1863-4, W. Bell, J. Atkin- 
son, Mathew Deans ; 1865, Geo. Miller, J. Atkinson, J. Gardner; 
1866, G. Miller, J. Friel, R. Gardner ; 1867, Michael McAlier, R. 
Gardner, Hugh Currie; 1868, Wm. Givins, Wm. Worden, Chas. 
Brooks; 1869, W. Givins, W. Worden, Francis Oliver; 1870-1, 
W. Givins, F. Oliver, Jas. Harburn; 1872, F. Oliver, John Mc- 
Connell, Jas. Harburn; 1873, Jas. Harburn, Thos. Pullman, John 
McConnell ; 1874-5, Edward Molyneaux, F. Oliver, Jas. Hop- 
wood; 1876, Jas, Harburn, Peter Campbell, Edward Molyneaux ; 
1877-8, Peter Campbell, F. Oliver, John Burns ; 1879, F. Oliver, 
Peter Campbell, John Jefferson; 1880, F. Oliver, Peter Campbell, 
Andrew Caldwell; 1881, Andrew Caldwell, J. Jefferson, Robert 
Norris; 1882, J. Jefferson, R. Norris, William Oliver; 1883, J. 
Jefferson, Donald McLaughlin, Jas. Barbour; 1884, J. Jefferson, 

ughlin, John A. Norris; 1883-6, J. Jefferson, J. A. 

, Jas. Barbour ; 1887, J. A. Norris, Jas. Barbour, Robert 
Hoggarth; 1888-9, J. A. Norris, Robert Hoggarth, Jas. Barbour; 
1890, J. A. Norris, Jas. Barbour, W. T. Cassidy ; 1891, W. T. 
Cassidy, Jas. Barbour, Samuel Harris; 1892, Jas. Barbour, 
Samuel Harris, William Feeney; 1893-5, John A. McLaren, W. 
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Feeney, Mathew Miller ; 1896, W. Feeney, Mathew Miller, Robert 
Hoggarth; 1897, M. Miller, R. Hoggarth, W. W. Sadler; 1898, 
R. Hoggarth, W. W. Sadler, Hugh Norris; 1899-1900, Hugh 
Norris, Mathew Miller, Wm. Dalrymple, Thos. Melady; 1901-2, 
Wm. Dalrymple, T. Melady, Thos. Mahaffey, John A. McLaren. 

Clerks.—1858-71, Thos. Dunn ; 1872-75, Jos. Reading ; 1876- 
98, Timothy Carroll, 1899-1902, James Jordan. 

Treasurers.—1858-64, Edward Downie; 1863-7, Thos. Dunn; 
1868-93, Alexander Ferguson; 1894-1902, James Hamilton. 

Assessors.—1858, James Hoskins; 1859, Hugh Currie; 1860-1, 
Jas. Hoskin; 1862-70, George Hamilton; 1871-8, John Gardner; 
1879-81, Jas. Hopwood ; 1882, Thos. King; 1883-5, James Gi 
lespie; 1886, James Atkinson; 1887-92, T. G. Hurlburt; 1895, 
William Cassidy ; 1896-9, F. R. Hamilton; 1900, Michael Raleigh; 
1901, T. G. Carlin; 1903, Patrick Feeney. 

Collectors. —1858-74, Robert Rooney; 1875-81, Jas. Atkinson; 
1882-7, John Carmichael; 1888-9, William Roberts; 1890-1, John 
Jefferson; 1892-3, Roderick Kennedy; 1894-8, John A. Norris; 
1899-1900, R. G. Hoggarth; rgo1-2, John Stacey. 

Auditors. —1858, John Hoggarth, George Miller; 1859, Timothy 
Carroll, Richard Sarvis; 1860-3, T. Carroll, John Hoggarth; 
1864-7, T. Carroll, Jas. Shillinglaw; 1868, T. Carroll, Jas. Ad 
son; 1869-72, T. Carroll, R. S. Sarvis; 1873, T. Carroll, John 
Turner; 1874, T. Carroll, George Caldwell; 1875, T. Carroll, 
Jas. Harburn; 1876, Jas. Gillespie, Luke King; 1877-9, John 
Carmichael, Luke King; 1880, Jas. Harburn, Luke King; 1881, 
A.C. Jones, Luke King; 1882-8, Dr. McTavish, A. C. Jones; 
1889, Jas. Gillespie, A. S. Case (resigned), A. K. Ferguson (ap- 
pointed); 1890, Jas. Gillespie, A. K. Ferguson; 1891, Jas. Gil- 
lespie, John A. McNaughton; 1892, Jas. Gillespie, T. M. Hamil- 
ton; 1893-7, Jas. Gillespie, F. L. Hamilton; 1898, F. L. Hamilton, 
James Jordan; 1899-1901, F. L. Hamilton, Donald McKeller; 
1902, Jno. A. Norris, W. R. Bell. 
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1d, Reeve, 2 Lorenz Arnold, Councillor. 3. John Pletsch, As 
‘ilor. 5. Samuel Zurbrigg, Treasurer. 6. Allan 
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1, Philip Hi 
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Steckle, Auditor. 7. Henry Vos! 











‘Schaefer, Collector, 10, Peter MeTavish, Councillor. 





CHAPTER XVI. 
SOUTH BASTHOPE. 


South Easthope terminates the eastern limit of that great 
wedge-shaped country known as the “Huron Tract.” In Decem- 
ber, 1829, concession 1 was surveyed by Mr. McDonald. A 
further portion was opened in 1832, Mr. Carroll completing the 
whole in 1835. The soil in this municipality is of excellent quality, 
such as that found in Downie and Blanshard. Like these two 
townships, its surface is undulating rather than rolling or hi 
In that portion extending from Shakespeare east and south it is 
more diversified than west or southwest. In area it is the 
smallest in Perth County. 

Since its first settlement a system of mixed farming has been 
carried on, most admirably adapted to its soil and its people. 
Dairying, which has been introduced with such marked results in 
other townships, has made little progress in South Easthope. A 
cheese and butter factory was opened by Mr. Ballantyne, of Strat- 
ford, several years ago, and, although well patronized, has not 
extended to other sections. Radical changes in farm management 
have taken place here, as in other districts, greatly to the benefit 
of those engaged in agriculture. At one period wheat and 
potash were the only products having any commercial value. 
These gave a quick return to those engaged in clearing land, 
which was a first consideration of all new settlers. Their few 
stumpy acres yielded nothing else which could be transformed into 


money to purchase necessaries or contribute in any way to their 
progress. 
Seventy years have come and gone, however, since Mr. Fry- 
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fogle entered South Easthope, and have brought many changes in 
farm life. Exigencies of commerce, and scientific discoveries in 
its profound exemplification of transportation, have changed old 
plans and methods in successful agriculture to a marked degree. 
Wheat cultivation is no longer a basis on which a farmer can 
build his hopes of future success, Those townships in North 
Perth where natural conditions were not so favorable for wheat 
culture, found in dairying a source of wealth even greater than 
that arising from any system of mixed farming. Evidences of 
progress in South Easthope are everywhere apparent. A high 
state of cultivation is noticeable throughout, fertility in the soil is 
maintained, and, indeed, augmented, affording a good illustration 
of that thrift characteristic of those people through whose agency 
it was largely settled. 

In South Easthope material for constructing good roads is in 
many sections not easily obtained. While several leading roads 
are equal to any in Perth County, on ordinary side roads an 
absence of gravel is apparent. Everthing has been done to over~ 
come this difficulty by those having road management in charge. 
Highways are well graded, proper drainage to water tables has 
been secured, to overcome, as far as possible, those defects arising 
from a scarcity of gravel. In this township transportation in farm 
products is easily accomplished. Railway facilities are in advance 
of any other township in this county. The G. T., the B. & L. H., 
and S. & P. D. railroads all afford conveniences for shipping farm 
produce. Where such excellent facilities exist, therefore, for 
marketing goods, an absence of gravel is not so severely felt as 
when an agriculturist has to transport his overplus for long dis- 
tances in farm waggons. 

The settlers in this township, excepting a few, are Germans. 
On the Huron Road, between Shakespeare and Stratford, are 
several English speaking families, mostly Scotch, such as Capling, 
Crerar, Robertson, Bell, Riddell, and McCallum. On the 
boundary line of Downie are Matheson, Hislop, Lupton, Duns- 
more, O'Donnell, Flanigan, and Jackson. Elsewhere nearly all 














are German. 
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Settlement in South Easthope proceeded from east to west, a 
characteristic of the march of backwoodsmen everywhere in South 
Perth. Very little progress was made for a number of years. 
The causes which led to a stagnant condition in so splendid a 
country as Ontario at that period could be easily shown, but fall 
within the province of national history rather than a work of this 
kind. On Christmas Day, 1829, Sebastian Fryfogle, as first 
settler in this county, located on lot 14, concession 1. The day 
was appropriate, and the man was appropriate. On this day came 
into the world, over 1,800 years ago, one who proclaimed peace 
and goodwill to all men. On this day one came into Perth County 
who broke a great silence that from all eternity was unbroken by 
a note of civilizing voices. This Sebastian was a herald who 
bore on his own person many of those attributes from which great 
men and great nations are made. He stood alone in that vast 
wilderness, and planted the standard of an advancing civilization. 
None saw it unfurled but himself. He could not hear in this 

ant spot that trampling of feet marching onward to his resting 
place. Did he dream, I wonder, of those mighty forces he was 


destined to see, pressing on through this illimitable solitude ? 
Did he think that, from the beginning of all time, it was given to 
him alone to put forth his hand, saying, all things here shall be 
transformed? He was a pilgrim pressing on with his banner, on 


which was inscribed in letters of gold “Excelsior.” He was the 
forerunner of a new agency, before which that old spirit of the 
forest would shrink back and flee away, yielding its sway of thou- 
sands of years to a new transformation. We are proud to know 
this Sebastian was a man of strong character, and in this regard 
typical of many an old pioneer. 

To facilitate settlement, the Canada Company had erected 
several huts along this new road to Goderich, where travellers 
might obtain rest and entertainment. To induce an occupation of 
these places a bonus of 440 was offered to any person who would 
open and keep a house of entertainment for six months in South 
Easthope, as being more adjacent to an old settlement. Further 
west a premium of £50 was offered, and further west still a 
premium of £60 was given. 
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Mr. Fryfogle was born in the Swiss Canton of Berne in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century, and emigrated to America 
1806, Settling in Pennsylvania, he remained there for several 
years. He came to Canada in 1827, and resided in Waterloo, 





where he met VanEgmond, who induced him to remove into 
South Easthope. He, therefore, accepted the £40 offered by the 
Canada Co'y, and became first settler in Perth County. We 
quote from a former writer on the subject, who says: “It is not 
necessary to follow his course in detail, as the subsequent history 
of this district was so marked by his participation in the principal 
occurrences which go to compose it, that his name appears in 
almost every connection with it. Suffice it to say, he was a very 
able and enterprising man, highly respected and implicitly trusted 
through life, deeply lamented at his death, which occurred at his 
old home in 1873.” Those who followed him into the woods 
honored him with the highest offices in their gift. He was a 
district councillor, reeve of his township, warden of Perth County, 
captain in the militia, and one of our oldest magistrates. The 
whole conduct of this excellent man was honourable to himself 
and useful to the people who had on so many occasions placed 
him in positions of trust. 

The second settler in South Easthope was Andrew Riddell, a 
Scotchman from Berwickshire. He located on lot 17, a short 





distance further west than Mr. Fryfogle, and also became a prom- 
inent man, Mr, Riddell was followed by Andrew Helmer, and a 
year or two later a number of Scotch from Perthshire settled 
along the Huron road in both the Easthopes. John A. McCarthy 
settled in South Easthope in 1832. This gentleman will be 
remembered by many as being for a great number of years chief 
constable in Stratford. The trend of settlement extended slowly 
toward Woodstock, more rapidly west to Stratford, and south- 
ward along the boundary line of Downie towards Zorra. In 1842 
the first school section was formed, South Easthope being divided 
into two school districts by the council in Goderich, The bound- 
aries of these sections will be found in a chapter on public schools. 
In 1842 the families of McTavish, McEwen, McFarlane, with a 
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great many Germans, had located; and previous to 1850 the 
township may have been said to be settled. In 1832 a number of 
German families had located near Mr. Fryfogle, and toward what 
is now Sebastopol, the first congregation of any denomination of 
professing Christians in this county being organized by the 
Lutherans at this point during that year. 

While this township has excellent trading facilities, there are no 
places of importance within its limits. On the boundary lines are 
several points where large populations are centred. On its north- 
west corner is a portion of Stratford. Seven miles south-east is 
Tavistock. ‘Three miles north of the latter point is Shakespeare. 
Sebastopol lies wholly in South Easthope, about one-half mile 
north of Tavistock. This village was founded at an early day by 
Mr. Henry Heyrock, who was its first settler, and built its first 
house. In 1845 Mr. Henry Eckstein came to Sebastopol, also 
remaining in the village. This hamlet was named by its citizens 
during the Russian War of 1852-5, to commemorate that long and 
never-to-be-forgotten siege by the allied armies of a town of that 
name in the Crimea, It is now a pleasant country village, though 
its greatness has been to some extent overshadowed by Tavistock, 
to which it now forms a suburb. There is a very fine church and 
parsonage here, with several business places, supplying goods to 
a fine agricultural country surrounding it. 

Tavistock is an important village containing a population of 
about 1,000, and has a number of fine stores and large manufac- 
turing establishments. This place was founded by Mr. Henry 
Eckstein in 1848. Having removed from Sebastopol, where he 
had settled in 1845, he erected a house on what is now the triangle 
formed by Hope and Woodstock streets and the G. T. Railroad, 
using it for a store. Mr. Eckstein named his new village Frieburg, 
in honour of his birthplace in Germany. During the Crimean War 
the citizens of Freiburg were so interested in that struggle on the 
terrible field of Inkerman, that it was renamed in honour of that 
place. Under this historical appellation, it continued to flourish 
until the B. & L. H. R. was built and a post office opened in 
1857. At this period its name was again changed, to Tavistock, 
in honor of a town of that name in England, 
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In 1850, Mr. Eckstein erected a brick hotel on a site opposite 
his former building, which has since been rebuilt, and is one of 
several excellent hotels in this village. Where this building now 
as a great bog, and it was not till large quantities of solid 
material was swallowed up in quick sand that a foundation of 
timbers could be laid in order to support the present fine structure. 
Henry Schaefer, in 1848, built another dwelling on Hope street. 
A third settler was Antoni Gluecklick. Other small tradesmen, 
who seem to have belonged as much to an agricultural community 
as either the plough or harrow, became settlers. John M. Holmer 
opened a blacksmith’s shop. Mr. August Bechberger and Duncan 
Stewart were also early settlers. Mr. Bellinger was first harness- 
maker. Progress was slow until railway construction was com- 
pleted and a station erected in Tavistock. This at once crippled 
Sebastopol by centralizing trade at the point of shipment. It was 
only a few years, therefore, subsequent to these events when a 
number of large brick blocks were erected. Good streets and 
sidewalks now extend in all directions, radiating to its residential 
parts. There are three general stores here, some of which would 
do credit to larger places, one hardware store, two tin shops, 
three confectioneries, two jeweleries, a drug store, bakeries, 
groceries, boot and shoe store, three hotels. Two medical 
doctors are located here, Dr. Michael Steele and Dr. O. G. 
Niemeier. Dr. Preiss, of Hamburg, Germany, was first physician, 
deceased many years ago. On September 26th, 1895, was issued 
the Gasette, printed by Mr. J. W. Green, editor and proprietor. 
In May, 1900, this sheet became the property of Mr. F. H. Leslie, 
who conducts it as an independent paper. Its present editor 
endeavours to maintain its character as a good local organ rather 
than making it a conduit of party politics. This ambitious village 
has a good electric light system, well supported by its citizens. 
Ina place such as Tavistick this certainly indicates a progressive 
spirit animating all classes. There is also a telegraph and express 
office, an excellent public hall, where meetings are held. To 
accommodate the business men a branch of the Western Bank has 
been opened, and doing a large business. As in all Canadian 
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towns, benevolent societies are well represented, and are no doubt 
doing a good work to those who patronize them. 

If progress in commerce has been marked, in manufacturing 
departments it'is equally apparent. In 1869, a planing mill and 
furniture factory was established, employing three hands, of which 
the proprietors, Messrs. Kalbfleisch and Schaefer, were two. This 
branch of industry, under careful management, has been quite 
successful, employing about thirty hands, and occupying a large 
three-story brick and ironclad building. A saleroom is opened 
from which goods are sent to every part of Canada. A saw mill 
is run in connection with this establishment, and great quantities 
of butter and cheese boxes are supplied to creameries and cheese 
factories in the surrounding country. In connection with the 
furniture department, undertaking is also carried on. To meet 
the demands of an increasing trade, extensions are being made, 
which will enable the firm to employ a still larger number of hands. 
In 1885, the original partnership was dissolved, and operations 
are now carried on by Mr. John Kalbfteish, as sole proprietor. 
Mr. Schaefer subsequently opened another planing mill, which he 
operated for many years. This mill is still running, although 
it has passed into other hands. 

In 1877, a woollen mill was established by Mr. J. G. Field, 
employing four hands. Mr. Field has succeeded in building up a 
large trade in manufacturing woollen goods of all kinds which 
are shipped to every corner of our country. In this factory a 
number of people are now employed, a substantial brick, and 
other buildings have been erected to accommodate the trade. The 
machinery here is operated by a 115-horse power engine, which 
is also used as motive power on the dynamos supplying electric 
light to the village. 

In 1868, a barrel and stove factory was established by Mr. John 
Zimmerman, employing seven hands. This business was success- 
ful for many years, and is still carried on. Timber has now 
become so scarce in the surrounding country as to cripple 
industries of this description. It can be only a few years wheh a 
removal will have to take place, not from a want of business, but 
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from exhaustion of the raw material which can no longer be 
obtained in the vicinity 

Its other manufacturing industries are a broom factory, a cider 
mill, two carriage factories, and a flax mill, 

In 1886 was organized the Tavistock Milling Company, 
when a mill was erected with a capacity of 125 barrels. During 
1893 the property was destroyed by fire. The company at once 
set to work to rebuild, and constructed, perhaps, the largest 








building for milling purposes in this county, being five stories in 
height, with a capacity of 200 barrels. This is a fine structure of 
brick and iron, and receives a large patronage, The business is 
conducted by Mr. A. E, Ratz, and the machinery contained in 
this great building ¢ ors to Tavistock, 

While these evidences of material development in agriculture 
and manufacture are apparent, education and religion has by no 
means been neglected in South Easthope. As will be noticed 
elsewhere, this municipality has had its difficulties in defining and 
arranging local legislation to suit its educational requirements. 
At present there are ten sections, five of which are unions. In 
support of these schools, in 1901, a rate of $2,296 was levied and 
collected. Excellent buildings’ have been provided for comfort 





and convenience to those in attendance. In Tavistock is a school 
building costing $5,000. In this seminary are four departments, 
under Principal Charles Cameron and three female assistants, with 
an attendance of 200 pupils. Continuation classes are kept up, 
and it is a central point for junior and senior leaving examinations. 

South Easthope has several churches. In priority of organization 
for establishing religious servi 
municipalities in Perth County. Three years previous to the organ- 
ization of old St. Andrew's, in Stratford, a place of worship was 
opened and a congregation organized by the Evangelical Lutheran 








she has precedence over all other 





body in what is now Sebastopol. In 1832, or seventy years ago, 
Rev. Mr. Horn conducted services amongst the Germans who fol- 
lowed Mr. Fryfogle into this new section, What its membership may 
have been the church records do not say. A church was erected 
in 1836, under Rev. Mr. Kaessmann, This was a frame building, 
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in which service was held till 1884. During this year the present 
fine brick edifice was constructed at a cost of $16,000. This is a 
beautiful church, whose tall, tapering spire can be seen a long 
distance. In the great tower are three bells, approaching a 
chime, whose mellow tones are heard far away in the adjoining 
country. This tower also contains a clock, the only one in Perth 
county on a sacred edifice. While this congregation has priority 
in point of antiquity, it has not that distinction of membership, 
which must be given to Knox Presbyterian Church, Stratford. 
Rev. Frederick Veit, as pastor, has been successful during a long 
period of thirty years in his ministrations, the present member- 
ship being about 800 souls, A Sabbath school is conducted by 
the minister, with an attendance of 230 pupils. In 1897 this con- 
gregation constructed a parsonage at a cost of $2,400. This is a 
spacious building of brick, and finished in a style of neatness 
which characterizes much of the work of this thrifty people. 

‘The Presbyterian Church in Tavistock, compared with the 
Evangelical Lutheran, is a modern organization, and did not exist 
prior to 1878. The prosperity attained subsequent to building 
the railway had attracted others as well as Germans, and several 
Presbyterians became residents. In 1878, therefore, Rev. Mr. 
Fleming, a missionary, was sent to preach in Tavistock, and, if 
possible, to organize a congregation. The number of adherents at 
this period did not exceed twelve. In 1879 Rev. Mr. Stewart, of 
North Easthope, became a stationed minister, and proper organi- 
zation took place. The congregation, who had hitherto held their 
services in a hall over a hotel shed, rented the Baptist Church, 
which they occupied for several years. Meantime a large increase 
in members and adherents took place, and a new brick building 
was constructed at a cost of $3,500. This little body has been 
quite successful, its communion roll numbering at present 112, 
and are still progressing under the ministrations of Rev. Mr. 
McCullough. A Sabbath School is conducted in connection with 
this congregation, Mr. Field being superintendent, having an 
attendance of 75 pupils. ‘The present elders who have done much 
towards its success are Michael Steele, M. D., A. T. Bell, and 
J. G. Field, 
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An old congregation in South Easthope is the Baptist in Tavi- 
stock. This church was organized in 1851 by Rev. Mr. Snider, 
Like all other church organizations in the olden time, services 
were held in a log building, where its fifteen members and those 
associating themselves with them, worshipped for a number of 
years. In 1867, the growing demands of this body rendered a 
new church necessary, when their present building was con- 
structed. Subsequent to this period a steady progress has been 
made, if not a rapid one; its present members being 63, under 
Rev. Mr. Roadhouse. Provision has also been made for religious 
training of their children, and a Sabbath school is conducted by 
Mr. J. D. Adam as superintendent, at which on Sabbath days 
there is an attendance of about 65 pupils. 

Fifty years ago a Presbyterian church wé 
speare, its principal promoters being Messrs. Alexander Mitchell, 
M. Gibson, James Donaldson, and David Campbell, its first 
stationed minister being Rev. Mr. Stephenson, Subsequent to 
its establishment as a separate congregation a church was 
erected in 1853, which is still used as a place of worship. 
Previous to constructing this building, considered at one time ex- 
tremely handsome, services were held in the schoolhouse. A 
union was subsequently formed with old St. Andrew's, north of 
Shakespeare, both of which are under the pastoral charge of Rev 
Hugh Cowan. Steps are now being taken to erect a splendid 
edifice in the village, to accommodate both charges. 

No records of municipal government in South Easthope are in 
existence prior to 1843. For this year they are incomplete, com- 
prising several declarations of office as pathmasters, with the usual 
by-laws adopted by all municipalities regarding stock running at 
large. At a meeting of ratepayers in 1843, a motion was passed 
which to-day is meaningless, but in that olden time of sixty years 
ago was of great importance. This motion we may be permitted 
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to insert here, as affording some insight into pioneer life at that 
period, not only in this township, but everywhere in the Huron 
‘Tract: “It was moved and seconded, that no restrictions be passed 
as to cattle running at large and browsing; every chopper is to 
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look after whatever cattle come into his chopping, and drive 
them away without any hurt.” Young agriculturists of to-day 
will realize the importance of this motion, when we say, that those 
few cattle, then possessed by any backwoodsman, existed almost 
during the entire winter on tree tops, thrown down in chopping a 
fallow. When maple was plentiful, cattle wintered on their tops 
or brush in good condition, until leeks and adder tongues brought 


relief in spring. If this manner of keeping stock was primitive, 





it was of a piece with many other operations in pioneer life, the 
best that could be done. Legislation passed at this meeting was 
signed by John T. Flynn, as township clerk. 

In 1844, Mr. Flynn was re-elected clerk. Wm. Cossey, chair 
man, was chosen assessor, and James Izzard, collector. Town 
wardens of 1843 were re-elected, composed of Andrew Riddell, 
Daniel Cook and Lorenz Arnoldt, with Andrew Helmer as district 
councillor, Poundkeepers were Sebastian Fryfogle, William 
McDonald and Daniel Cook. In the records of this meeting we 
have names of the first pathmasters, 17 in number, as follows : 
William Reid, Alexander Stewart, James Brown, Donald Stewart, 
and Henry Dunn, from concession 1; John Wilcker, Klaus 
Roet, John Wolff and James Balerow, from concessions 2 and 3; 
Nicholas Sleigel, Adam Kalbfleisch, John Heinbuck and James 
Berger from concessions 4 and 5, with Douglass McTavi 
concession No. 6. 

In 1845, Mr. Helmer was again elected district councillor, with 
Sebastian Fryfogle, Andrew Riddell and Gad Curtis, as wardens. 
William Cossey was chosen clerk, holding this office till 1850. 
At this meeting James Izzard was chosen collector, and John 
Zacky, assessor. It will be observed that no treasurer or auditors 
Were appointed, these offices being still held by officers of the 
district council in Goderich. 

In 1846, Alexander McTavish was appointed collector, and John 
Zacky, assessor. A change was made in town wardens, Donald 
McGregor, William Bayly, and William McDonald being elected. 

In 1847, Sebastian Fryfogle was chosen assessor; Alex. Mc- 
Tavish, collector; Henry B. Nebb, Henry Izzard, and George 
Kalbfleisch, town wardens. 
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In 1848, Sebastian Fryfogle was elected district councillor; 
Henry B. Nebb, assessor; Lenord Wilcker, collector; George 
McMillan, Valentine River, and Anthony Kostzer, wardens. 

For 1849: Andrew Helmer, chairman; John Fitzcharles, as~ 
sessor; Andrew Helmer, collector; William L. Bayly, Henry 
Simmons, and James Williamson, wardens. 

‘The first statement of accounts in South Easthope occurs dur- 
ing 1843, and is as follows: Money received by clerk, £3, 28., 6d. ; 
expended by J. C. W. Daly in 1843, £18, 8s., 9d. At this period 
local clerks acted as township treasurers, under a district treasurer 
in Goderich. On the 12th day of July, 1848, the first audit 
appears to have been made in proper form by the district auditors, 
who found remaining in the hands of William Cossey, township 
clerk, a sum of £3, 3s., 5/4d. The total receipts for 1848 
amounted to £25, 45., 8d.; disbursements, £25, 2s., 4d., leaving 
a balance in hand of 2/4. At the close of 1849 this sum was 
increased to four shillings and four pence halfpenny. All trans- 
actions were now closed under the old law, and South Easthope, 
on the first day of January, 1850, without any debt, began house- 
keeping on her own account with 4s., 434d. in her pocket. 

On January 2rst, met the first council ever elected in South 
Easthope, when Messrs. Philander Alvin Sebring, William Cossey, 
Andrew Helmer and Peter Woods produced their oaths of office. 
Mr. Sebastian Fryfogle also appeared, and declined to act as 
councillor, for which he had been elected. Mr. Andrew Helmer 
was elected reeve; Alexander Mitchell, clerk; Robert Johnston, 
John Stinson, and William McLaggan, assessors; Geo. Kalbfleisch, 
collector; Andrew Riddell, treasurer; Henry Roper, and James 
Woods, of Stratford, auditors. 

The first order of business was characteristic of the old pioneer, 
and illustrates those feelings universally expressed in every muni- 
cipality regarding education. This was a petition praying for the 
formation of a school section on the first concession, to extend to 
and include lots 26 to 36 along that line of road. Mr. John Durant 
applied to be appointed as superintendent of schools. In February, 
Mr. James Woods took his seat as councillor, in place of Mr. 
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Fryfogle, who had declined the proposed honor. At the election 
in January, Mr. James Woods having been elected as councillor, 
Mr. W. Hines was appointed to succeed him as auditor, and John 
Lynch was chosen as his colleague, Mr. Roper having resigned to 
become superintendent of schools. The clerk was instructed to 
procure a seal about the size of a quarter of a dollar, with a plough 
in the centre as a coat of arms. Meantime, a piece of brown wax 
was to be used as the impress of authority on all official papers 
until a new seal be procured. The remuneration granted to town- 

ip officers for their services was very modest, indeed. The clerk 


was to be paid £5; collector, 6 per cent. on all moneys collecte 
assi 








‘or, § per cent. on all money collected by the collector; su. 
perintendent of education, £3, ros. per annum; treasurer, £: 
auditors, £1 each. Collector's bond was fixed at £300, treas 
urer's at £200, and superintendent of schools at £200. A by-law 
was passed dividing the municipality into three divisions for 
assessment purposes. Another by-law was also passed regulating 
or disallowing cattle and other farm animals from roaming at 
large. 

In March, the council again met at Bell’s Corners (Shakespeare), 
when remuneration to members was fixed at five shillings per 
diem for attendance at meetings of council or committees. An 
excellent piece of legislation was also passed at this meeting, 
levying a tax of five shillings per annum on all dogs not used on 
afarm, This act is one that all councils at present could well 
afford to place on their statute book, and rigorously enforce. The 
clerk was instructed to procure a seal from Mr. Lee, of Galt, at a 
cost of £1, 12s., 6d. Arranging school sections constituted the 
subsequent business of this meeting. It is worthy of remark that 
the whole attention of the council till November was occupied in 
manipulation, creation and alteration of school districts, excluding 
all other matters properly within their line of duties. 

Nomination day in 1852 brought forth no less than eighteen 
aspirants for municipal honors. This contest was evidently a 
keen one, a large vote being polled. On the second day, at 
four o'clock p.m., no votes having been recorded for some time, 
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Major Brown, who was returning officer, closed the poll, announc- 
ing the five successful candidates. In this terrible struggle for an 
honest expression of public opinion on the merits of the several 
gentlemen who placed themselves in the hands of their friends—a 
reluctant sacrifice, of course,—one unfortunate aspirant for public 
honor received only three votes. That must have been a woeful 
night in South Easthope, when thirteen defeated expounders of 
those great principles essential to municipal progress wended their 
weary way through the woods to their lonely shanties, there to 
find that comfort and repose they vainly expected to find in a 
struggle for place and power. 

In 1852 the council, realizing the necessity of improvement in 
highways, passed a by-law investing £350 in stock of “ Wood- 
stock Gravel Road.” This was the first work of any magnitude 
they had undertaken, and, until the B. & L. H. Railway was 
opened, aided much in developing South Easthope. During this 
year ‘Bell’s Corners” was changed to “Shakespeare.” Mr. 
Mitchell, who w 
tleman of education and some refinement; one of a class of people 
in many instances but ill fitted to undergo the toils and privations 
inseparable from pioneer life. He was a person of literary at- 
tainments, and conceived the idea of giving ‘ Bell’s Corners” 
more appropriate name, by substituting that of his favorite author, 
the Bard of Avon. 

In 1854, seven hotels were licensed in this municipality, and 
known as: The ‘Bar Room,” by T. Flynn; ‘“ Halfway House,” 
C. Birkmoir; “Compass and Square,” J. Matterson; ‘‘ Shake- 
speare Hotel,” Mr. Gibson; “ Union House,” Sebastian Fryfogle; 
“ Wilker’s Tavern,” G. Brown,” and ‘‘ Frieburg,” by Henry Eck- 
stein. The indemnity for a license to sell was fixed on a sliding 
scale, ranging from £2, 10s. to £4, 10s. in Stratford. In 18584 
great increase in hotels is recorded, the council granting licenses 
to twelve houses of public entertainment, at fixed charges ranging 
from $14 to $30 per annum. Since this period, like other mu 











s chief magistrate during this period, was a gen- 























cipalities, the liquor traffic has gradually decreased, until, at 
present, six hotels are licensed to sell—three in Tavistock, one in 
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Sebastopol, and two in Shakespeare. South Easthope possessed 
a public library at a very early day, but its management appears 
to have been in other hands than that of the council, only one 
notice in connection therewith being a motion in 1859, instructing 
their clerk to procure, and accepting a tender from George Brown 
to supply a ‘press to keep the township library and other papers.” 
At present, Tavistock has a fine public library of over 1,500 
volumes. 

In 1864, Mr. A. A, Drummond, superintendent of education in 
South Easthope, presented his first report, from which we quote 
as follows: “Any report on the state of education in this township 
must be unsatisfactory that does not refer to the great difficulties 
in the way of the teachers. In four out of the six sections Ger- 
man must be taught, and where two languages are read, neither 
of them can be as well done as if only one was taught. The 
schools are not as far advanced as they might have been but for 
this drawback. There are six schools in the township, all of 
which are free, and supported at an expense of $2,314 per annum. 
The number of children of school age is 655; of these, 591 have 
been at school for a longer or shorter period.” The average 
attendance indicated ‘‘a bad state of things, being only 209, and 
with the Shakespeare school off, it would leave for the rest of the 
township an average of 124. I do not wonder that teachers com- 
plain of irregularity in attendance.” Progress made in education 
since this report was written has been very marked, and is grati- 
fying to those who have in charge the training of the young 
minds under their care. It is noticeable, also, that school pro- 
perty in one section is of greater value to-day than the whole was 
worth at the period when this report was presented. 

In 1864, about the first estimate on record was submitted to 


the council, amounting to $3,084. Of this sum $1,470 was for 


county rate; schools, $278; balance for local purposes. Assets 
for this year are set forth as being $906, leaving a balance of 
$2,178 to be levied and collected from the ratepayers. During the 
Period from 1864 to rgor an increase occurred, but which is 
only co-relative with material development in South Easthope. 
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During 1901 a total sum of $8,944 was collected, of which $3,296 
was for schools, other rates absorbing the balance. 

Drainage facilities in this township are such as to preclude any 
large expenditure for removing surplus moisture. Schemes for 
public drainage have not been burdensome, about $4,000 having 
been expended on what is known as the Central Drain. On the 
concession line a traveller sees everywhere indications of thrift 
and comfort in fine farms, good barns, and substantial residences 
of modern construction, with all the requirements demanded by 
a people of affluence and refinement. 

On December 26th, 1871, were i 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company policies covering ag! 
buildings. This is a farmers’ organization on a purely mutual 
plan, securing protection for their own people at low rates. This 
institution has, through economical management, been successful 
and convenient to those who patronize it. 

South Easthope has now a total assessment of $1,149,300, and 
a population of 1884. 

In 1844, this township contained 820 inhabitants, including a 
portion of Stratford, and had 3,059 acres under cultivation. In 
1851, its population had increased to 1,450, and 5,136 acres were 
under cultivation, In 1849, the produce was 23,000 bush. wheat, 
1,900 bush. oats, 4,000 bush. peas, 13,000 bush. potatoes, 7,000 
bush. turnips, 2,000 bush. barley, 11,000 Ibs. maple sugar, 3,000 
Ibs. wool, 3,000 Ibs. butter. In 1862 the population reached 
2,322, Stratford, meantime, having withdrawn, 

Officers elected and appointed from 1850 to 1go2, and their 
periods of service. This township never had a deputy reeve 

Reeves. —1850, Andrew Helmer; 1851, Sebastian Fryfogle; 
1852, Alexander Mitchell; 1853, Sebastian Fryfogle; 1854, A- 
Helmer; 1855-8, S. Fryfogle; 1859-60, John Stinson; 1861-3, 
John Fitzgerald; 1864-75, Leonard Wilker; 1876-96, John 
Schaefer ; 1897-1902, Philip Herold. 

Clerks.—1850-1, Alexander Mitchell; 1852-3, Major Brown} 
5, William Cossey; 1856-60, John C. Wilker; 1861-4, 


s Fredricks; 1865-6, John Stinson; 1867-78, Edmond Sitzer; 
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1879-83, D. A. McTavish; 1884-9, Robert Reid; 1890-2, Valentine 
Stock. 

Treasurers.—1850-84, Andrew Riddell; 1885-90, Samuel Zu- 
brigg; 1891-4, Edward Wettlaufer; 1893-1902, Samuel Zubrigg. 

Assessors. —1850, Robert Johnston, John Stinson, William Mc- 
Laggan; 1851, Sebastian Fryfogle, sr., William Watson; 1852-3, 
Sebastian Fryfogle, sr.; 1854, Henry B, Neil; 1855-7, John 
Helmer; 1858, John Wilker; 1859-62, Charles Baeckler ; 1863, 
Jacob Reinhardt; 1864, George Brown; 1863, Jacob Reinhardt ; 
1866-73, Christian Dietrich; 1874-3, Edmond Corbett; 1876, 
John Hartlieb; 1877-84, Samuel Zubrigg; 1885, C. P. Schaefer; 
1886-9, Philip Herold; 1890-1902, John Pletsch. 

Collectors.—1850, George Kalbfleisch; 1851-4, John Stinson; 
1855, John Helmer; 1856, Sebastian Fryfogle; 1857-62, George 
Brown; 1863-4, Jacob Reinhardt; 1865, Christian Dietrich; 1866, 
Edmond Sitzer; 1867-84, Archibald McEwen; 1885-88, Christian 
Dietrich; 1889-94, Frederick Trachsell; 1895-6, J. J. Wettlaufer; 
1897-1902, August Schaefer. 

Councitlors.—1850, Philander Sebring, Jas. Woods, Peter 
Woods, William Cossey; 1851, Nicholas Schligal, Lorentz Arnold, 
Andrew Wilker, John Wilker; 1852, Andrew Helmer, Thomas 
Towers, U. C. Lee, Leonard Wilker; 1853, Nicholas Schligal, 
Leonard Wilker, John Heinbuch, Andrew Helmer ; 1854, Leonard 
Wilker, John ‘Stinson, Thomas Towers, Sebastian Fryfogle, sr. ; 
, S. Fryfogle, sr., Thomas Towers, John Heinbuch, Alex. 
McTavish; 1856, Daniel Wallace, Thomas Towers, Duncan Scott, 
A. McTavish; 1857, Nicholas Roth, John Stinson, Henry Ratz, 
D. C. Wallace; 1858, John Fitzgerald, John Stinson, Leonard 
Wilker, J. Schaefer; 1859, John Fitzgerald, L. Wilker, Nicholas 
Roth, J. Schaefer; 1860, Justus Schaefer, Benedict Roth, John 
Fitzgerald, Leonard Wilker; 1861-2, John Stinson, B. Roth, L. 
Wilker, J. S. Schaefer; 1863, Leonard Wilker, J. S. Schaefer, 
John Blair, John Stinson; 1864, John Schaefer, John Blair, John 
Stinson, Valentine Weiss; 1863, Valentine Weiss, John Smith, 
John Blair, John Trachsell; 1866, V. Weiss, John Blair, John 
Trachsell, Douglas McTavish; 1867-8, E. Corbett, V. Weiss, 
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Douglas McTavish, John Trachsel; 1869-71, John Trachsell, E, 
Corbett, William Morelock, V. Weiss; 1872, John Trachsell, E. 
Corbett, John Schaefer, John Klein; 1873, John Trachsell, John 
Schaefer, E. Corbett, John Klemand; 1874-5, John Trachsell, 
John Schaefer, Daniel Smith, John Klein; 1876, Daniel Smith, 
John Miller, John Trachsell, Alexander Capling; 1877, John 
Trachsell, A. Capling, John Miller, V. Weiss; 1878, J. Trachsell, 
‘A. Capling, V. Weiss, Henry Kalbfleisch; 1879, Henry Schaefer, 
Conrad Eichenauer, V. Weiss, John Trachsell; 1880-2, J. Miller, 
Alex. Capling, V. Weiss, Conrad Eichenauer; 1883, H. Schaefer, 
John Miller, John Trachsell, C. Eichenauer ; 1884, H. Schaefer, 
John Trachsell, Daniel Smith, Henry Peter; 1885-6, Daniel 
Smith, John Trachsell, Henry Peter, Daniel Yousie; 1887, Daniel 
Smith, John Trachsell, Daniel Yousie, Henry Schaefer; 1888, J. 
Miller, Daniel Yousie, Henry Schaefer, John Trachsell; 1889, 
Henry Schaefer, Daniel Yousie, Henry Peter, H. Raush; 1890, 
H. Schaefer, Henry Peter, Fred Ochm, Lorentz Arnold; 1891 
Henry Peter, Henry Schaefer, Lorentz Arnold, Daniel Yousie; 
1894, Daniel Yousie, Henry Schaefer, Henry Peter, Fred Hausser ; 
1895, Henry Schaefer, Henry Peter, Daniel Yousie, John Doig; 
1896, Henry Peter, John Doig, Daniel Yousie, Lorentz Arnold ; 
1897, Henry Peter, J. Doig, Lorentz Arnold, William Anderson; 
1898, Jacob Wilker, William Anderson, Lorentz Arnold, John 
Doig; 1899-1900, Henry Peter, Jacob Wilker, Lerentz Arnold, 
William Anderson; 1901, Henry Vogt, Lorentz Arnold, John 
Hassleib, Jacob Wilker; 1902, Lorentz Arnold, Henry Vogt, P. 
McTavish, John W. Hartleib. 

Auditors. 1850, William Hines, John Lynch; 1851, Donald 
Hay, Peter Woods; 18532, George Worsley, John Lynch; 1853) 
Henry Highbrook, Donald Hay John Stinson, Mathew 
Gibson; 1856, Donald Hay, J 57-8, Mathew Gibson, 
William Watson; 1859, Mathew Gibson, Jacob Wagner; 1860-1, 
Jacob Wagner, George Worsley; 1862, John Smith, George 
Worsley; 1863, William Watson, George Worsley; 1864, Ed- 
mund Sitzer; 1865, James Donaldson, Henry Ratz; 1866, James 
Donaldson, J. D. Smith; 1867, Charles Pollner, J. W. Donald- 
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son; 1868, Alex. Anderson, Mathew Hyde; 1869-70, John Miller, 
Alex. Scott; 1871, John Miller, Thomas Massey; 1872-3, John 
Miller, Alex. Capling; 1874, John Miller, J. W. Donaldson; 1875, 
J. W. Donaldson, John Hartleib; 1876, James Donaldson, Samuel 
Zubrigg; 1877-80, James Donaldson, Thomas Odbert; 1881-3, 
Daniel Smith, Jas. Donaldson; 1884-5, Jas. Donaldson, H. H. 
Schaefer; 1886, Jas. Donaldson, D. A. McTavish; 188 
Donaldson, Adam Schaefer; 1889, Valentine Stock, A. 

1890-2, Adam Schaefer, Chas. Zoellner; 1893, Adam Schaefer, 
James Donaldson; 1894, Philip Herold, Adam Schaefer; 1895, 
James Smith; 1896, Fred. Oehm; 1897-8, Alex. Fraser, Edward 
Bauer; 1899-1900, John W. Hartleib, Edward Bauer; 1901, E. 
Bauer, Alex. Fraser; 1902, Allan Steckle, Frederick Oehm. 




















CHAPTER XVII. 
ELLICE, 


Ellice township was named in honor of Edward Ellice, a 
director of the Canada Co. The original plan of survey was that 
adopted in all those municipalities fronting on the Huron road, by 
opening up only one concession at one time for several years. In 
1829, the first concession was surveyed and opened for settlement. 
During 1832 a further portion was mapped out, and again in 1835 





a few more concessions were added, till 1839, when it was com- 
pleted by John McDonald, P.L.S. Blanshard being also surveyed 
in 1839, opened the whole Huron Tract. 

Ellice had within her limits a few of the earliest settlers in this 
county, although for a number of years her progress was 
extremely slow. Mr. Andrew Seebach, a Bavarian, settled 
on lot 31, concession 1, in 1830. This date will be found at 
variance with that made in another work published in Perth 
County several years ago. It is there asserted that Mr. Seebach 
arrived in Ellice during 1828. This work also says that 
he came in subsequent to Mr. Fryfogle, in South Easthope. This 
same authority asserts that Mr. Fryfogle came in 1829. If the 
latter gentleman came in 1829, Mr. Seebach certainly could not 
have stayed at his house on his way to Ellice in 1828. The 
Huron road was not even blazed in 1828, nor till late summer in 
1829, and neither Mr. Seebach nor any other person could have 
settled on any particular lot, as none were yet surveyed. As Mr. 
Fryfogle was first settler in this county, so Mr. Seebach was first 
settler in Ellice. A premium of £50 was granted him by the 
Canada Co., in order that he might open a place of entertainment 
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to accommodate those travellers passing into the Huron Tract in 
quest of a home. He, therefore, erected what was afterwards 
known as Seebach’s hotel, on what is considered the highest ele- 
vation in Perth County, called Seebach’s Hill, It is also said this 
old pioneer was nine days in making a journey from Waterloo to 
his adopted place in the woods, a statement which any one 
acquainted with travel in a primeval Canadian forest will have no 
reason to doubt. 

Amongst those early settlers who followed Mr. Seebach were 
Mr. George Kastner, Mr. Stoskopf, Mr. John Rohfreitsch and Mr. 
Alexander Gourlay, all of whom located along the Huron road. 
Mr. George Brunner was first to penetrate further north, settling 
on lot 24, con. 3, in 1832. Excepting a limited section between 
what is now Sebringville and Stratford, very few pioneers entered 
this township until a period subsequent to 1840. In the municipal 
records of 1843 a copy of the assessment roll contains the names 
of all ratepayers liable to perform statute labor, which means 
all male inhabitants over twenty-one then resident in Ellice. This 

sment also includes that portion of Stratford still a part of 
the township. It was divided into nine road divisions, with a total 
of 225 days. On those road lists were the names J. C. W. Daly, 
J. A. McCarthy, John Sharman, Wm. Pinder, Richard O'Donnell, 

C. Bryan, Alex. Scott, Daniel McPherson, Jno. Kastner, P. 
Kastner, Geo. Switzer, Geo. Carragan, Alex. Gourlay, Jas. 
Framcom, John Clyne, Anthony Goettler, Thos. Pearson, Wm. 
Corragan, J. Jacob, M. Stoskopf, J. Webber, J. Brunner, Wm. 
Studor, Mr. Seebach, Mr. Bartle, Mr. Rohfreitsch, A. Seebach, M. 
Jacobs, F. Ash, J. Riel, Geo. Gortineer, John Hicks, John 
Doersman, D. Brunner, C. Pfrimmer, G. Brunner, V. Pfrimmer, 
Patrick Cashen, D. Phalen, Mr. Rowlands, Wm. Scott, Jas. 
Cossey, John Quinlan, R. Mills, Chas. O'Brien, Wm. Whitman, 
and Thos. Reddie, Mr. J. C. W. Daly and, M. Stoskopf had 
the largest amount of statute labor, being ten days each. 

In this township the trend of settlement was from the Huron 
road northward, and excepting a portion around Kinkora, and a 
section near Stratford composed of North of Ireland people, all are 
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German. It contains a large tract of splendid land, neatly all 
under a high state of cultivation, excepting a portion on its east- 
ern boundary, known as the Ellice swamp. Its surface throughout 
is level, slightly undulating, but in no section hilly, as in North 
Easthope. Along its central part is the height of land between 
Lakes Huron, Erie and St. Clair. From this township streams 
flow south, west, and northeast, all having their source in that 
great marsh which at one period existed on the eastern side. Vast 
improvements have of late years been carried out by municipal 
authority, in drainage, reclaiming large areas of fine land now 
most productive. Although it is the source of many streams, 
cannot be said to have much running water, but this necessity can 
be found in abundance a short distance beneath the surface. 
Where a flat surface obtains road building material is usually 
not plentiful. In this township deposits of gravel are not found 
with such frequency as in those adjoining. This deficiency of 
material has been overcome to a great extent, and roads in Ellice 
are quite up to the standard of those in more favored sections. 














Constructing bridges is not one of the demands on her municipal 
exchequer, which in some municipalities forms a great portion of 
the annual expenditure. This circumstance has enabled her public 
men to make greater disbursements in road building, without 
demanding heavier contributions from the people. Transportation, 
since railway inception, has been convenient and easy of access. 
Excellent facilities for shipping farm produce are afforded at 
Stratford, Sebringville, Brunner, and Mitchell, on the B. & L. H. 
and Stratford and Wiarton railroads. These important advan- 
tages have aided very much in developing the material resources 
of this township. 

‘A system of mixed farming has been adopted with success. On 
small farms of 100 acres specialism is not a desirable method; 
being so closely allied to speculative ideas, it ought always to be 
avoided, No farmer should be a speculator either in his own 
business or outside of it. The agriculturist here, as elsewhere, 
has been quite successful by ordinary methods. These he has 
modified from time to time in a manner commensurate with ever 
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changing conditions, which have been forced on him by extraneous 
circumstances. That it has been productive of good results is 
evident to any one. In Ellice are found excellent farm buildings, 
fences, with other improvements, all indications of prosperity. 
Characteristic of the German in Ellice is thrift, simplicity of every- 
day life, and uniform kindness to a stranger who comes within 
their gates. 

‘That they are of strong religious convictions is apparent from 
the number of costly church edifices, whose appropriate style of 
architecture, elaborate in design in many instances, are found 

ry. In sections entirely 
composed of Germans, farm buildings are often found more pre- 
tentious than such accommodations amongst English speaking 
people. A number of palatial dwellings, erected on farms in these 
northern municipalities by Germans, indicate a lavish expenditure 


throughout settlements of this nationality 


of money, which one would think inconsistent with profit to an 


average farmer or with that caution and economical rule of con- 
duct attributed to their German owners. Be that as it may, a man’s 
work is always a reflex of his mind, and his continuous operations 


simply display his rings of thought developed into action, 
and crystallized in a construction of material things, From a 
financial standpoint great houses on the farm may not be profit- 
able, but there can be no doubt as to the elevating influence of 
such fine structures on the farmer, his family, and those associated 
with him in his calling. We are largely creatures of environment, 
and if a farmer erects a beautiful dwelling place, indicating refine- 
ment in its construction, there is a strong tendency that the souls 
of its inmates will partly become of the same character. 

Ellice contains few villages, and none having any considerable 
population. Sebringvillé, on the Huron Road, partly in Downie 
and partly in Ellice, has priority of settlement as well as numbers. 
A sketch of this place will be found in the local history of Downie, 
to which the reader is referred. 

Rostock, the capital, is a place of some importance, with a 
population of 150, and contains a number of private residences, 
with all the small industries peculiar to a country village. This 
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little commercial point was once known as Ellice Centre, and is 
located on the roth and 11th concession road at its intersection by 
the centre road. Its first building was a blacksmith’s shop, kept 
by Mr. Henry Maurer, erected in 1862; and during that year a log 
schoolhouse was constructed, At this period, also, a sawmill was 
built by Mr. Elden Sebring, which constituted Rostock till 1875. 
During this year Mr. Justus Kreuter erected the first store, and in 
1877 a hotel was opened, Those old pioneers in this neighbour- 
hood who were first to enter the wilderness were Christian 
Schenck in 1854, Frederick Buck, Elden Sebring, Charles Freier, 
Ernest Denstedt, Frederick Fisher, and Frederick Gall. At 
present there are two general stores, one hotel, two blacksmiths’ 
shops, a waggon shop, two telephone offices, and several private 
There is also a very fine public school building, 








residences. 
most creditable to so small a place. 

Wartburg, situate two and a-half miles south of Rostock, was 
founded in 1857 by Mr. Richard Coulton, who built the first build- 
ing. Mr. Coulton was a school teacher, and an early settler. About 
two years subsequent Mr. Henry Miller opened the first store, a 
blacksmith’s shop being opened previously. This hamlet, which 
was originally named ‘“Totness,” and the seat of government for 
several years, has not made great progress. At present there is 
one general store, a hotel, a neat Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
and a number of private residences. This place, like Rostock, 
is surrounded by a wealthy agricultural community 

Gadshill, situated on the boundary line between North Easthope 
and Ellice, is largely in the latter municipality. This hamlet was 
founded by Henry Ratz, who built a sawmill subsequent to the 
opening of the gravel road into Mornington. This highway was 
constructed through a dense swamp its entire length, a dis- 
tance of ten miles. To a traveller passing over the road to-day 
this statement will seem incredible. Improvement during twenty- 
five years has so transformed this district that one can with difficulty 
realize that such progress could have been possible in so short a 
period of time. Being situated on a leading highway, within 
easy distance of Stratford, this is a lively village. At present it 
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contains a saw mill, grist mill, hotel, blacksmith’s shop, general 
store, and still retains a fair measure of commercial importance. 

Kinkora, two and a half miles west from Wartburg, has a store, 
post office, and a very fine Catholic church. This place is 
surrounded by an excellent agricultural country, affording 
evidences of wealth amongst the farming community. 

Topping, and Brunner, a station on the Stratford & Huron 
Railway, are points of not great importance so far. Both are 
centres of a section of good land, and will doubtless in the near 
future contain many of those industries peculiar to rural districts. 

Ellice has several churches of elegant design, and consequently 
of substantial material, Amongst these must be accorded pre- 
cedence to the Roman Catholic at Kinkora. This congregation is 
an old one, being organized by that great apostle of Catholicism 
in Perth County, Rev. Father Schneider. Prior to this mission 
being opened, no clergyman resided nearer than Stratford or St. 
Columban. Rev. Father Kenney, from the former place, subse- 
quent to Father Schneider's removal, held occasional services in 
the shanty of some pioneer. Father Crinnon, who afterwards 
became Bishop of Hamilton, followed Father Kenney as first 
pastor. During his administration a frame church was erected, 
in which services were held until 1882. Thirty years ago the now 
venerable Father O'Neill was inducted into this congregation, 
and during his long and successful ministrations much good has 
been accomplished. At this period many Catholic people in this 
section had become wealthy, and they decided that a new edifice 
should be erected, more in keeping with their advanced social 
condition. In 1882, therefore, was erected the finest rural church 
edifice in Perth County, at a cost of $30,000. Its front elevation 
contains a fine oriel window of transparent glass. On the north 
side rises the tower, surmounted by a spire, harmonizing its 
exterior, The interior is elaborate in detail, and beautiful in 


design. There is a large vestibule, whose roof or ceiling is 
Supported by a group of lancet-shaped arches resting on fluted 
columns, among which faintly falls a subdued light from translu- 
cent windows. Passing into the auditorium, a row of columns 
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extends on the north and south sides through the building. From 
these columns arches spring right and left, supporting a deeply- 
groined roof. A pipe organ forms a beautiful background to the 
in entrance. There are con- 





choir over the vestibule, at the m: 
nected with this congregation 105 families. Amongst the old 
instrumental in promoting this work 








pioneers who were largely 
were John, Peter, and Joseph Stock; Patrick Collins, Lawrence 
Crowley, Peter Connelly, Patrick Flynn, John, Patrick, and 
Robert Kelly; Robert and Jos. Brown; Wm. Gaunt and Cornelius 
Kennedy. Father O'Neil is still in charge of the congregation. 
East of Kinkora two and a half miles, in Wartburg, is the 
second Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. John (I 
Synod), which was set apart in 1856 from that established at 
Seebach’s Hill. Rev. Mr. Hengrer, its first minister, on appli- 
cation to the Canada Co’y, was presented with a site for a church. 
The founder of this mission, as well as several others in Ellice, was 
Dr. Anthony Schaffraneck, who was really the apostle of Evan- 








issouri 





gelical Lutheran Christianity in this district. The present church 
building was erected at a cost of $2,000. Its member- 
ship has increased rapidly, from a few families in 1858, until, under 
Rev. Mr. Oldenburg’s ministrations, they now number 250 souls. 
‘A Sabbath school, superintended by Mr. Bruckman, has an aver- 
age attendance of 40 pupils. Mr. Oldenburg also conducts a 
young people’s class every Saturday. 

In Rostock, two and a half miles north of Wartburg, is the 
Evangelical Association of Zion’s Church. This congregation was 
organized in 1865 by Rev. Mr. Spies, and a church erected, The 
promoters of this movement were Messrs. Heller, Ballantyne, 
Knechtel, Sebring and Passmore. In 1902, before this work can 
be published, a new brick structure will be completed at a cost of 
$3,000. This congregation now numbers about 125 souls, and is 
under the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Grenzebach. A Sabbath school, 
with an average attendance of 85 pupils, is conducted by Mr. 
William Schenck, superintendent. 

Northwest of Rostock two anda half miles, on Lot 15, Con. 12, 
is St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Canada Synod. This 
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congregation was organized in 1862 by Dr. Schaffraneck, and em- 
braced about 15 families. Service was held in a school house 
and in settlers’ shanties until 1868, when a church was erected. 

Progress in this congregation was rapid both in wealth and num- 
bers. In 1894, the pioneer building was found inadequate to ac- 
comodate an ever increasing number of worshipers, and a new 
brick edifice was constructed. This is an imposing building, 
costing over $8,000. In the tower, which is surmounted by a 
graceful spire, are two bells. One of these is great and deep-toned, 
the other smaller. I may be permitted to state here that these 
bells are utilized to perpetuate a very beautiful old custom brought 
from Germany, and thus transplanted in Canadian woods. Here 
now it remains to remind old pioneers of events that transpired 
mayhap in years long gone by. It may be that on a quiet Sabbath 
morning, when rural life is hushed, that the deep solemn tones of 
the great bell are heard, like a knell over woodland, vale and 
stream, falling on the most remote home of those who wor- 
ship at St, Paul’s. In plaintive notes, tolled at intervals, it pro- 
claims that death has entered the home of some aged one, who on 
Sabbath days had knelt at the same alter in years gone by, and 
removed hence a loved one who will return no more. When the 
second or smaller one is tolled, it indicates that some youthful one 
has been returned, and a soul so lately given has been again restor- 
ed. At the hour of service on Sabbath, or on occasions of 
rejoicing over happy events, both bells ring out merrily. This 
beautiful custom is worthy all honor in its observance, and might 
well be imitated by all congregations of professing Christians. 
Under Rev. Mr, Plunck, present minister, great progress is being 
made, having an attendance of about 500 souls. A Sabbath 
school, with an average attendance of 100 pupils, and a young 
peoples’ class of 75 scholars, is also conducted by the minister. 

An old congregation in this county is that of the Evangelical 
Association at Sebringville. This mission was established in 1840 
by Rev. Mr. Harlacher, who held meetings amongst a few Ger- 
man families who located in this neighborhood. Those few mem- 
bers who founded this congregation were Jacob and George 
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Schweitzer, C. Zimmerman, George Kaercher, John and Andrew 
Goetz and David Sebring. Subsequent to its establishment, a 
Sabbath school was opened, which has the honour of being the 
first Sabbath school in Perth County. With an influx of settlers 
its members increased in number, when a log building was erect- 
ed in 1845. Previous to constructing this church, services were 
held in the shanty of some pioneer. In 1855, a new frame build- 
ing was erected, the former structure being insufficient to accom- 
modate the people. Its first stationed minister was Rev. Mr. 
Bastian, under whose charge great progress was made. Subse- 
quently a fine brick edifice was built, at a cost of $5,500, where 
services are now held by Rev. C. S. Finkbeiner, its membership 
being 176. This old Sabbath school has made equal progress 
with the congregation, having an attendance of 225 pupils, under 
Mr. Jacob Litt as superintendent. 

Nearly 70 years ago the Mother German Church of this section 
was organized at Seebach’s Hill, A number of. families from 
Alsace had settled along the Huron road, and in 1835 the first 
Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s Church was founded in Ellice 
with a membership of about fifteen families, This was one of the 
first four congregations in this county, the church at Sebastopol, 
St. Andrew's, Stratford, and St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Strat 
ford, being the other three. Services were held every Sunday. 
In 1836, F. A. Horn was placed in charge, remaining four years. 
During this pastorate a church was built of logs 22 ft. by 18 ft., 
on a piece of land donated by Mr. Andrew Seebach, Mr. Horn 
preached also at Kastnerville, In January, 1840, this gentleman 
as succeeded by Rev. August Kelterborn. During this pastorate, 
which continued until 1852, a new church was built somewhat 
larger than the old log one, being 4o by 30 feet. In 1853 Rev. 
T. W. Tuerk was placed in charge, who worked acceptably for 
several years, when he began to teach Swedenborgianism, and 
was compelled to resign. Rey. Mr. Hengrer, a faithful and good 
man, was next called in 1857, remaining till 1872, when he was 
succeeded by Rev. Mr. H. Succop, ‘* Missouri Synod.” During 
1837 a new constitution or “ Kirchen-Ordnung” was accepted. 
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This document is signed by Rev. Wm. Hengerer and 133 others, 
nearly all having fami 





s. A great number of those whose names 





are appended to this paper became members of those missions at 
Wartburg, Rostock, Mitchell, Logan, and Stratford, where there 
are now elegant churches. During 1861 the ‘* Canada Synod” 
was organized, when this congregation, with Rev. Mr. Hengerer, 
joined that body. In 1862 the present edifice was erected at a 
cost of $2,500. Its situation is beautiful, crowning as it does the 
highest point of land in this county. The building itself is 60 by 
4o feet, with a spire of nearly 100 feet, which can be seen for a 
long distance away. This congregation, now under the ministra- 
tions of Rev. W. Weinback since 1887, is prosperous, having an 
attendance of 550 souls. In the Sabbath school are 98 children 
under Nicholas Seebach as superintendent, who has several 
assistants in his work, There is also a bible class conducted by 
the minister. 

Trinity Church, at Sebringville, was organized by Rev. E. Pat- 
terson, Anglican minister at Stratford, in 1875, Its principal pro- 








moters were Messrs. Pearson, Coulton, Hamilton, Moore, and 
Ruston, who opened a mission in 1872, At its organization as a 
congregation there was a membership of 30, which, in 1902 had 
increased to 70: In 1887 a comfortable building was erected at a 
cost of $1,400, where Rev. D. Deacon, now pastor, holds service. 
There is a good Sabbath school in connection with the church, 
under Mrs. Mason as superintendent, having an average attendance 
of between 30 and 4o pupils. 

The local municipal history of Ellice begins in 1842. There is 
no record of any meeting being held this year, but one, no doubt, 
had been held, as an extract from a letter sent by the district 
clerk indicates. This circular, dated May 18, 1842, at Goderich, 
says, ‘1 have the honour to communicate to you the following 
resolution, and request your immediate attention to the same. 
That the councillors for their respective divisions direct where 
and how the statute labor of said division shall be performed to 
the best advantage. 


“That no pathmaster shall be allowed to take commutation 
18 
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money for statute labor coming into his hands, and lay the same 
out at his discretion, but all moneys received by them shall be paid 
to the township clerk, and expended by the councillor on estimates 
received.” 

From this letter, therefore, it is evident that local government 
had been introduced. Ata meeting of ratepayers held in John 
Sharman’s hotel, Stratford, on January 2, 1843, “the acting 
clerk laid before them a statement of accounts for 1842, show- 
ing that he had received no money during the year, and, of 
course, had not spent any.” This very satisfactory announcement 
having been made of their financial condition, they proceeded to 
elect officers, Mr. Daniel: McPherson was chosen clerk; Peter 
Kastner, assessor; Henry Studer, collector; John McCarthy and 
Andrew Seebach, poundkeepers. Alex Gourlay, Peter Kastner, 
John Sharman, A. McCarthy and Thos. Reddie, were elected 
school commissioners; Alexander Scott, Wm. Pinder, and Anthony 
Goettler, town wardens. Mr. Sebring, whose name appears as a 
district councillor in 1842, held that position again in 1843. Nine 
pathmasters were also elected. By-laws regarding fences and 
cattle running at large were adopted, when the meeting 
adjourned, 

In 1844 the annual meeting was held at Andrew Seebach's 
house, by virtue of a warrant from the magistrates, when the 
following officers were elected: Andrew Seebach, district counci 
lor; Daniel McPherson, clerk; Henry Studer, assessor; John 
Kastner, collector; Geo. Brunner, Wm. Pinder, and Jacob 
Weber, town wardens. Alex Gourlay, chairman. 

In 1845 a meeting of ratepayers was held at the tavern of John 
Sharman, when Daniel McPherson was elected councillor and 
town clerk; Thomas Reddy, assessor; Stewart Campbell, col- 
lector; Jacob Weber, John Sharman, Patrick Cashin, town 
wardens. 

“The existing by-laws were allowed to stand as formerly, except 
pigs, which are not allowed as free commoners from the rst of 
July to the rst of October.” 

In 1846 the town meeting was held in the tavern of John Hicks, 
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Stratford, The town clerk presented his accounts, which were 
examined and found correct. The following officers were electes 
Stewart Campbell, clerk ; Patrick Cashin, assessor ; Alexander 
Gourlay, collector ; Michael Crowley, Jacob Weber, John Shar- 
man, Thomas Reddy, and George Martin, wardens. 

In 1847 the town meeting was also held in Stratford, when 
Stewart Campbell was again elected clerk; Patrick Crowley, 
assessor; Alexander Gourlay, collector ; Philip McClosky, John 
Sharman, William Pinder, George Barthel, Michael Crowley, and 
Robert Henry, wardens. At this meeting two important resolu- 
tions were carried as illustrating the effect of a few years of partial 
self government by the people, in their demanding from the 
supreme authority “an acquiescence in such legislation as they, 
the people, considered to be in their interest.” Mr. McPherson, 
as district councillor, was instructed to lay before the council the 
desire of the people, that the town meeting should always be held 
at Seebach’s, and not as the whim of the magistrates may direct. 
The council at Goderich was also asked to publish a financial 
statement of their affairs, “and that forthwith.” These resolu- 
tions were transmitted to the Clerk of the Peace with other 
minutes of this meeting. 

In 1848, at the town meeting, Mr. Stewart Campbell was 
again elected clerk; Patrick Crowley, assessor; Michael Crowley, 


collector; John Dempsey, William Moore, John Hays, wardens 


In 1849 Stewart Campbell was elected clerk; Patrick Crowley, 
assessor; Michael Crowley, collector; John Sharman, John Parker, 
and James Hamilton, wardens. This meeting was held at the 
tavern of Thos. Douglas, Stratford. During the summer of this 
year, Mr. McPherson, who had been district councillor since he 
resigned his position as clerk, died, and John Sharman, at a 
meeting held on the 25th day of September, was chosen as 
councillor for the balance of the term. 

The first meeting of ratepayers in Ellice, under our present 
municipal system, was held at Mrs. Douglas’ tavern (Farmers’ 
hotel), Stratford, in January, 1850, Stewart Campbell, clerk, in 
the chair. At this meeting Andrew Seebach, George Brunner, 
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John Sebring, Robert Henry, and Alexander Gourlay were 
declared elected as the first council of Ellice. Mr. John Sebring 
refusing to accept, Mr. Peter Reid, of Stratford, was chosen. 

‘ounts, submitted in 1843, shewed Mr. 
‘9, 78, 6d., from Mr. Hall, 


A statement of a 
McPherson, clerk, to have received 
of St. Catharines, civil engineer, as a grant “to this township for 
the repair of roads and bridges, under the Act 7, of William IV.” 
This was disbursed by John Sebring and Thos. Reddy. In 1845 
the clerk received from London district £12, 1s.,0d. These sums 
were expended on public improvements. On March 9th, 1850, 
council again met and passed by-laws fixing rates to be paid for 
hotel licenses. Mrs. Douglas, ‘Farmers’ Inn,” Stratford, £7, 
10s.; Jas. McCauly, “Stratford Inn,” £7, 10s.; Exchange hotel, 
Ellice, £6; and a beer shop, Stratford, £5. In February a by-law 
was passed regulating officers’ salaries, the clerk receiving £6; 
treasurer, £43 superintendent of schools, £1, 55.; auditors, ten 
shillings each rs, 4 per cent. on all monies collected ; 
collector, 5 per cent. on all moneys collected. Mr. John Coulton 
ssor for Mornington, then annexed to Ellice 
By-laws were also passed regulating 


























es: 





was appointed as 








for municipal purposes. 
pounds and poundkeepers, with fees and charges made in the 
discharge of their duties. 

Mr. Stewart Campbell, then clerk, has entered in his record 
to comprehend the 
material wealth of Ellice in 1851. From copies of assessment for 


two important documents which enable us 





that year, real property is rated at $142,000 ; personal, $19,000 ; 
number of horses, 102, value $3,700 ; number of cattle, 798, 
value $13,200. It is not too much to say, that at present a 
dozen of ordinary farmers are possessed of a greater amount of 
wealth in cattle and horses than the whole township could boast 
of in 1851, Rates levied were, for county, 3 of a penny per £ 5 
township rate, 4 per £ ; lunatic asylum, 6d. per £100 ; debt 1 
per £; gravel roads, 4% per £; County of Perth, 4 per £. 
The total amount on this roll was £225, or $890. Mr. 
Peter Kastner was highest rated, contributing £5, 3s., 7d., or a 





little over $21, while Mr. Augustus Kellerman enriched the 
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municipal treasury by a contribution of four pence halfpenny, or 9 
cents, 

The total number of taxpayers was 24g. During this year 
steps were also taken towards opening a road to the township of 
Mornington. As will be noticed in the local history of that 
municipality, settlement was rapidly taking place about this time, 
and, although only ten miles from Stratford, it was as effectually 
shut off by the Ellice swamp as if it were fifty miles away. This 
agitation eventually resulted in the construction of the northern 
gravel road from Stratford to Mornington, a work of great 
advantage to both, and did much towards a unification of feeling 

if in the northern municipalities with those of the south. 

Ellice was no exception to other townships in the early d 
those difficulties attending the arrangement and definition of 
school section boundaries, ‘The new council of 1850 had no 
sooner taken their places than a flood of petitions were placed 
before them, praying for sweepitig alterations in the boundaries of 
school districts, At this meeting the whole artillery of the rate- 
payer was directed point blank at unoffending representatives, 
who, alternately swayed by their sense of honesty and personal 
interest, were in a sad quandary, which generally ended in 
political decapitation, It was not for many years that belligerents 
'n the various sections became like some volcanoes, inactive, and 
accepted present conditions. In this township there are now 
eleven school sections, six of which are unions. There is also 
a separate school. In each of those school districts excellent 
buildings have been founded for the comfort and accommodation 
of pupils, and highly creditable to the taste and liberality of 
the people. 

‘At a meeting in February, 1852, the council considered a by-law 
regarding tavern licenses, limiting their number to four, indem- 
nity for the right to sell remaining as before. The Municipal Act 
of 1850 had a marked influence on the people of this township. 
No sooner had they assumed the responsibility of local self 
government than such an expansion in regard to public 
improvements took place as never would have arisen under that 
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sucking bottle system of Governor Head’s favourite method. At 
this meeting a motion was carried ordering Mr. Wm. Rath, 
P.L.S., to make a survey of the boundary line between Ellice and 
North Easthope, preparatory to constructing a gravel road to 
Mornington. The reeve was also instructed, after proper 
investigation, to subscribe £10 or £15 towards making a survey 
fora railroad from Guelph, through Stratford, westward. A 
statement of assessment in Mornington was submitted to the 
board, showing the total as being $77,000, or less than ten one 
hundred acre farms and their stock would be worth at this pres- 
ent day. In 1855 the council instructed their clerk to procure a 
township seal, ‘Device a Plough.” On August 3rd, 1855, a 
meeting of ratepayers was called to approve or disapprove by 
their votes of a county by-law granting £30,000 to the Buffalo, 
Brantford and Goderich Railway. For some cause or other little 
interest was manifested in this important measure, only 12 voting 
for and 9 against it. It may appear surprising that such apathy 
should be shown towards a step which was to affect them to 
so great an extent as a railroad entering Stratford. As a matter 
of fact, they were so overwhelmingly in favor of such a scheme 
that none supposed there could be opposition to a movement 
which must largely increase the pi 
Ellice. 

In March, 1859, a by-law was passed to borrow $1,200 from a 
fund set apart by the county to procure seed for poor settlers, 
who had lost their crop the year previous. In this respect they 














e of every acre of land in 





were like other municipalities, nearly all requiring aid from this 
fund. Applicants in this township numbered 84, and received 
seed valued at $1,092. During 1864 a further sum was granted 
to poor settlers, amounting to $143. These loans indicate some 
unfortunate results which may arise from pursuit of specialism 
in agriculture. Failure may occur at any time, and when a 





farmer devotes his time to a specialty, failure in that department 
must be followed by disaster. At that period in our agricultural 
history settlers were compelled to grow wheat. Many of our 
mportant products of to-day had then no commercial value. 
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Stern necessity has no law, and if early settlers were all specialists 
in wheat growing, a struggling pioneer had to adopt that method 
which brought the quickest return. His circumstances, rather 
than his inclination, were his masters for the time being, and, like 
a soulless taskmaster, scourged him without mercy. 

In March, 1876, Mr. James Corcoran, of Stratford, was present, 
and presented a draft of a petition to the Hon. Commissioner of 
Public Works of Ontario, asking that steps be taken towards 
draining that great swamp in Ellice. This movement resulted in 
opening up what is known as the “Corcoran drain,” and led to an 
issue of debentures, a short time subsequently, amounting to 
$8,000, for drainage purposes. Thus was inaugurated a system 
of public works in Ellice which has brought a marvellous im- 
provement to a large section. 

Ellice, till this present time, has contributed over $60,000 to 
drainage works, and on the roll of 1901 $5,000 was collected for 
this part of public expenditure alone. While many difficulties 
have arisen in prosecuting these improvements, her public men 
have persevered steadily onward. No one can say but that great 
advantages have been gained, and of vastly greater import than 
any expenditure incurred in their prosecution, In Logan, Elma 
and Ellice, immense sums have been expended in drainage 
improvements. If, therefore, these townships are now in many ways 
equal to those in the south, it has been accomplished in spite of 
great natural disadvantages, and ‘paid for with a price.” When 
we compare the financial condition of Ellice, Logan, Elma, and to 
some extent, Mornington, with those southern municipalities, 
their self-imposed burdens are certainly very great. While the 
railway debt of Ellice is not heavy, beyond that portion of her 
obligation in common with others in the county indebtedness, her 
expenditure in drainage has been large. Her liabilities for these 
debentures are now about $25,000, 

We believe a time is now close at hand when what was known 
as the great marsh in Ellice will be productive of much wealth to 
this county. By manufacturing its deposits of peat into fuel, as 
now being introduced, employment will be furnished to a large 
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number of men, thereby creating a circulation of capital. There 
are several thousand acres of peat beds, a railroad passing through 
their entire length. These are equal for fuel to any such deposits 
in Canada. An attempt was made a few years ago to manipulate 
this peat as an article of commerce. Inadaptability in machinery 
employed rendered this unsuccessful. It proved, however, that 
a quality of goods could be produced equal to coal for heating 
purposes, and at much lower rates. If manufacturing can 
be accomplished, by an adaptation of more powerful machinery, 
the importance of these deposits cannot be over estimated. 





At present arrangements are being carried out with improved 
appliances which, it is hoped, will in a short time develop this 
industry. 

Population in Ellice has, as in other municipalities, decreased, 
being now 2,789. Taxes on the roll of 1901 were $21,195. Of 
this sum $5,300 was for schools, and nearly a similar amount for 
drainage, The total assessment on real property in the year was 
$1,644,242. 

Nearly every acre of land excepting the peat deposits is av 
able for agriculture. This has been largely brought about by a 
judicious expenditure of public funds in drainage and other 
improvements in what was once considered waste lands. 

A spirit of emulation is noticeable in this township in those 
matters of farm buildings, churches, schools and roads throughout 
every section. This is an excellent characteristic, and no people 
n be great without it. Associated with discretion, it is produc- 











c 
tive of much good, and lies at the very root of human progress. 

In 1844 Ellice contained 528 inhabitants, including a portion of 
Stratford, and had 1,511 acres under cultivation. In 1850 the 
population had increased to 1,319, having 4,036 acres under 
cultivation, In 1849 it produced 15,000 bush. wheat, 16,000 
bush oats, 12,000 bush potatoes, 12,000 bush turnips, 23,000 
Ibs. maple sugar, and 26,000 Ibs. butter. Population in 1862, 
2,616, Stratford being withdrawn. 

Township officers of Ellice :— 

Reeves.—1850, Robt. Henry; 














851-3, Alex. Gourlay; 1854-5, R. 
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1836, Patrick Crowley; 1857-9, John Kastner; 1860, John 
Pearson; 1861-4, John Kastner; 1865-6, John Pearson; 1867-9, 
John Kastner; 1870-2, Jacob Brunner; 1873, William Baumbach; 
1874-6, Patrick McDonald; 1877-83, James Bennoch; 1884-9, 
Andrew Kuhry; 1890-1, Philip Siebert; 1892-3, A. Kuhry; 1894- 
1900, George Goetz; 1901-2, Albert Schenck. 

Deputy Reeves.—1864 (first deputy), Mortimer Hishon; 1865, 
J. Kastner; 1866, David Smith; 1867-9, Jacob Brunner; 1870-1, 
Joseph Miller; 1872, Wm. Baumbach; 1873, Patrick McDonal 
1874, J. Miller; 1875-7, Wm. Suhring; 1878, Timothy Murray; 
1879-82, Henry Vogt; 1883, A..Kuhry; 1884-8, P. Siebert; 1889, 
J. Brunner; 1890-1, J. P. O’Brien; 1892-3, Geo. Goetz; 1894-5, 
Robt. Armstrong; 1896-8, Albert Schenck. 

Clerks,—1850-68, Stewart Campbell; 1869-98, John Pearson; 
1899-1902, Justus Kreuter. 

Treasurers, —1850-68, Stewart Campbell; 1869-71, Robt. Henry; 
1872, Andrew Goetz; 1873-9, Edward Brown; 1880-1, Theobald 
Litt; 1882-93, Wm. Suhring; 1996-9, Robert Brown; 1900-2, 
James J. Brown, 

Assessors. — 1850, Patrick Crowley, Richard Coulton, John 
Coulton; 1851, P. Crowley, R. Coulton; 1852-4, P. Crowley; 1855, 
John Pearson; 1856, John Malloy; 1857, Ezekiel Henry; 1858, R. 
Coulton; 1859, Daniel McLean; 1860, R. Coulton; 1861, John 
Stock; 1862, D. McLean; 1863, Andrew Goetz; 1864, W 
Hickey; 1865, Jacob Brunner; 1866, Patrick McDonald; 1867-8, 
Wm. Hickey; 1869, Patrick Hogan; 1870, Wm. Subring; 1871, 
Patrick Kelly; 1872, Wm. Suhring; 1873, Daniel Mahoney; 187. 
P, Kelly; 1875, F. L. Mennig; 1876, Andrew Goetz; 1877, Cha: 
Stock; 1878-9, Geo. Barthel; 1880, G. Goetz; 1881, Henry Foley; 
1882, Peter Kastner, jr; 1883, Thos. Riley; 1884, Bryan Mc- 
Donald; 1885-7, G. Goetz; 1888-90, Paschal Pigeon; 1891, John 
Kelly; 1892, B. McDonald; 1893, George Barthel; 1894, Jacob 
Brunner; 1895, P. Pigeon; 1896-7, J. Brunner; 1898-9, Jacob 
Litt; 1900, Patrick McDonnell; rgo1-2, James McDonnell. 

Collectors. —1850, Jas. Hamilton; 1851, John Kastner; 1852-3, 
John Pearson; 1854, Jas. Hill; 1855, Patrick Writt; 1856, Wm. 
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Hickey; 1857, J. Hill; 1858, David Smith; 1859, Henry Kennedy; 
1860, D. Smith; 1861, Tobias Murphy; 1862, Patrick Hishon; 
1863, James Fitzgibbon; 1864, Florence Malloy; 1865, William 
Sebring; 1866, J. Brunner; 1867-8, W. Sebring; 1869, William 
Suhring; 1870-2, Jeremiah Crowley; 1873, A. Goetz; 1874, F. 
Malloy; 1875, J. Crowley; 1876, John Malloy; 1877, Geo. Brick- 
man; 1878, John Robb; 1879-80, John Kelly; 1881, Geo. Neigh; 
1882, Geo. Kaercher; 1883, John Yungblut; 1884, Geo. Goetz; 
1885-;, Jos. Stock; 1888-92, John Yungblut; 1893-4, John Kelly; 
1895, G. Brickman; 1896-98, Patrick McDonnell; 1899, Wm. J. 
Henry; 1900-2, Louis Brunner. 

Auditors.—1850, Richard Coulton, Duncan McGregor; 1851, 
John Pearson, R. Coulton; 1852, James Woods, Alwyn Sebring; 
1853, J. Woods, T. A. Sebring; 1854, W. Hickey, D. Mahoney; + 
1857, Samuel Rollin Hesson, Daniel McLean; 1858, D. McLean, 
S. R. Hesson; 1859, S. R. Hesson, Michael Walsh; 1860-2, F. L. 
Mennig, Patrick Docherty; 1863, P. J. Horgan, F. L. Menni 
1864, F. L. Mennig, Peter Kelly; 1865, D. McLean, F. L. Menni 
1866-7, D. McLean, P. J. Horgan; 1868, D. McLean, Patrick 
Murphy; 1869, Thos. Brown, F. L. Mennig; 1870, A. Goetz, T. 
Brown; 1871-2, T. Hishon, P. J. Horgan; 1873, D. McLean, Wm, 
Bollert; 1874, Wm. Bollert, P. Hishon; 1875, D. McLean, Wm. 
Bollert; 1876-7, D, Haragan, D. McLean; 1878, John Haragan, 
D. McLean; 1879-80, F. L. Mennig, D. McLean; 1881, Charles 
Dahms, D. McLean; 1882, F. L. Mennig, D. McLean; 1883, T. 
Brown, F. L. Mennig; 1884, Justus Kreuter, T. Brown; 1885-7, 
T. Brown, P. Pigeon; 1888, Jacob Herr, T. Brown; 1889, D. 
Haragan, D. McLean; 1890, J. Herr, T. Brown; 1891-2, Jacob 
Litt, T. Brown; 1893, Jas. Crawford, J. Litt; 1894-5, J. Litt, T. 
Brown; 1896, J. Litt, Wm. Ruston; 1897-8, W. Ruston, W. H. 
Coulton; 1899, W. Ruston, F. Siebert; 1900-1, W. Ruston, W. 
H. Coulton; 1902, W. H. Coulton, Joseph Quinlan. 

Councillors. —1850, Andrew Seebach, G. Brunner, Alex. Gour- 
lay, Robt. Reid; 1851, Jacob Weber, D. Haragan, Peter Reid, 
Robt. Henry; 1852, P. Reid, John Sebring, Peter Kastner, J. 
Weber; 1853, P. Kastner, James Whaley, J. Sebring, P. Reid; 
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1854, John Hays, Jos. Miller, J. Weber, Samuel Henry; 1855, 
John Stock, Henry Kennedy, J. Hays, Michael O’Brien; 1856, 
J. Stock, Wm. Whalen, Wm. Hearsnip, John Cavanagh; 1857, 
J. Pearson, J. Miller, P. Kastner, J. Cavanagh; 1858, P. Kastner, 
J. Pearson, J. Miller, Peter Foley; 1859, J. Pearson, P. Kastner, 
P. Foley, Andrew Seebach; 1860, P. Brown, J. Kastner, Morti- 
mer Hishon, Jacob Brunner; 1861-2, J. Pearson, J. Cavanagh, M. 
Hishon, J. Brunner; 1863, J. Pearson, Jos. Dennis, David Smith, 
J. Cavanagh; 1864, J. Pearson, D. Smith, John Malloy, sr.; 1865, 
J. Dennis, B. Smith, John Quinlan; 1866, P. Stock, J. Miller, J. 
Quinlan; 1867, P. Stock, J. Cavanagh, Henry Studer; 1868, H. 
Studer, P. Stock, J. Miller; 1869, David Sebring, P. Stock, Pat- 
rick McDonald; 1870, D. Sebring, P. McDonald, Wm. Baumbach; 
1871, P. McDonald, W. Baumbach, Ed. McCaffrey; 1872, P. Mc- 
Donald, Timothy Murray, Thos. Brown; 1873, Jas. McPherson, 
John Carty, T. Brown; 1874, Thos. Brown, T. Murray, Patrick 
Lennon; 1875, T. Brown, August Baumbach, T. Murray; 1876, 
W. McCaffrey, T. Murray, H. Vogt; 1877-8, Jeremiah Crowley, 
Wm. McCaffrey, H. Vogt; 1879-81, Christian Werner, Andrew 
Kuhry, Francis Ruston; 1882, C. Werner, Philip Siebert, Ezekiel 
Miller; 1883, P. Siebert, R. Armstrong, Thos. Keefe; 1884, 
D. L, Kastner, T. Keefe, R. Armstrong; 1885-7, W. H. Coulton, 
D. L. Kastner, J. P. O'Brien; 1888, W. H. Coulton, J. P. OBrien, 
W. Soeder; 1889, W. H. Coulton, Geo. Goetz, W. Soeder; 1890, 
George Goetz, Henry Foley, W. H. Coulton; 1891, W. H. 
Coulton, G. Goetz, Justus Kreuter ; 1882-3, W. H. Coulton, H. 
Foley, J. Kreuter ; 1894, J. Kreuter, H. Foley, Wm. Simpson ; 
1893, H. Foley, John Yungblut, W. Simpson ; 1896, John Kelly, W. 
Simpson, C. Werner; 1897, J. Kreuter, John Kelly, W. Simp- 
son; 1898, J. Kelly, H. Foley, D. Smith ; 1899-1900, J. Kelly, 
H. Foley, Albert Shenck, D. Smith; 1901, H. Foley, Wm. J. 
Henry, J. Kelly, D. Smith ; 1902, Michael Crowley, J. Kelly, 
W. J. Henry, George Brickman, 









































CHAPTER XVIII 





NORTH EASTHOPE 





North Easthope is situated on the extreme eastern limit of Perth 
County. Although first settlement did not take place in this 
municipality, it has priority over all others in having at an early 
day a population whose influence and numbers were such as to 








give the name “Perth” to this new section of country. A very 
large proportion of those pioneers who came into North Easthope 
were from Perthshire, Scotland. With that distinctive love of 
country peculiar to their nation, they determined to perpetuate 








s far as possible memories still dear to them. Fond recollections 
still went back to Scotland with its hills and glens, and from those 
feelings Perth” received its name. 

In 1829 the first concession of North 
John McDonald ; a further portion in 1832; the whole being com- 





‘asthope was surveyed by 


pleted in 1835. Its total acreage as stated in the field notes is 
44,642, and was named in honour of John Easthope, of the Canada 
Company. Situated near to those older settlements lying east- 


ward, and its soil being desirable for agricultural purposes, it had 





for several years a preponderance in population. In 1841, when 
a parliamentary election took place, this township had five voters, 
who walked to Goderich to vote for Mr. Dunlop, the anti-Family 





Compact candidate. These electors, who were also first free- 
holders, were Rev. Daniel Allan, John Stewart, Alex. and John 
Crerar, and John Whitney. It must not be forgotten that the 
number of votes in a municipality at that period was no indication 
of its population. In those dark days of an oligarchy that drove 
Mr. McKenzie to rebellion in his struggle for Canadian rights and 
liberty, those only could vote who had a deed of their property. 























George Merrylees, Assessor. 8 J. 
Clerk. 9, Alexander MeDonald, Councillor. 
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These privileges arising from land tenure had been transplanted 
into Canada from Britain, and it required the blood of several of 
her patriot men, with long years of bitter political warfare, to pluck 
them up, root and branch. The Act of 1841 was like the bud on 
a young sapling, to which Governor Head was pleased to refer, as 
he placed his signature to that important piece of legislation, that 
he was creating “* suckling republics.” Nine years later came the 
full grown tree in the Act of 1850. These ‘suckling republics ” 
have produced stalwart men in municipal government, and have 
done more for Canada than Head and those around him tramping 
like gin horses in the narrow circle of an effete feudalism could ever 
have accomplished. 

The surface of this township is varied in aspect. Its soil is 
everywhere good. On its eastern side the land is undulating rather 
than level ; in its central parts it is hilly. These, in some places, 
rise to a considerable height, giving a picturesque appearance to 
that district. Westward, the surface again becomes undulating, 
gradually subsiding to level near the boundary line of Ellice. 

The predominating nationality in a large section of North E 
hope is Scotch, who naturally introduced that method of agricul 
ture prevailing in the old land. Circumstances in connection with 
pioneer life determined them to adopt the cultivation of wheat, 
as giving a quick return for their labour. In its adaptability for 
the growth of this cereal, North Easthope could not be excelled. 


This was a great advantage in those years, to which may be 


attributed its rapid progress, rather than to particular qualities in 
the people themselves. They also had an advantage in priority of 
settlement, their goods finding a ready market for several years 
from those settlers moving north and west. This was particularly 
so in the case of oxen and cattle. For farm products of this 
description there was no export demand at this time, nor for 
several years subsequently. Cereals had to be hauled to Galt or 
Lake Ontario in many instances, with oxen, occupying over a week 
each trip. Farmers in this municipality were not slow in adapt- 
ing themselves to those innovations that have from time to time 
broken in on what was old established principles. That agricul- 
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ture has reached a high state of perfection in North Easthope is 
apparent from the fact that Mr. George Hyde on two occasions 
carried off the medal awarded by the Government for the best 
kept farm in this western district, embracing several counties, 
This distinguished recognition of advanced agriculture in Perth 
County is an honor appreciated by all. 

The Germans, who are largely settled in the eastern portion of 
North Easthope, are quite equal to their Scotch neighbours in 
advanced agriculture, and are by no means backward in intro- 
ducing those new methods which have been found advantageous in 
their calling. 





In nearly every section water is plentiful, and, as in hilly 
countries, springs are more numerous than in other townships in 
Perth County. 

In material for constructing good roads it has an inexhaustible 
supply. Through every section, except a small portion on the 
west side, roads are excellent. In certain places construction has 
been effected with some difficulty. Hills have been cut away and 
valleys levelled up, making easy gradients, over which surplus 
farm products can be removed without hardship. The road 
extending from Shakespeare to Nithburg is an old highw 
Previous to constructing the Northern Gravel road—through a 
dense swamp, which at that time defied every effort of the hardy 
pioneer,—it was a leading road. Ingress and egress to and from 
what was known as ‘The Queen's Bush” and our northern town- 
ships was over this highway. The necessities for rest and refresh- 

















ments by pioneer travellers led to numerous houses of public 
entertainment being erected for their comfort and convenience. 
Although those old bushmen were not by any means travelling 
through a dry, parched land, wherein no waters be, still they 
required a stronger stimulant than water. Potations required to 





be prompt and effective in action, to sustain them on their weary 
journey in quest of fortune and a home. To enable them, there- 
fore, to obtain their libations with frequency and regularity, a 
hotel was established on every cross-road from Shakespeare to 
Nithburg. In those places were obtained copious draughts of a 
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vitalizing fluid that had not a single headache in a barrel of it. 
This infused new life and energy into the recipient, enabling him 
to proceed on his way rejoicing. At next corner a further 
augmentation of spirituous energy produced a correspon 
elevation of soul. This again resulted in an inspiration which 
found vent in songs, which were rendered with such tremendous 
force and energy as sacrificed all indication of melody, if any 
such existed. So he plodded on with his oxen, a fine illustration 
of Burns’ lines: 

Kings might be blest, but Tam was glorious; 

O'er all the ills o' life victorious. 

Notwithstanding the fact that scarcely a mile of railway has 
been constructed in this municipality, a great portion of it is 
convenient to railway facilities. The G.T.R., with stations at 
Shakespeare and Stratford, affords excellent advantages for ship- 
ment of goods. The Stratford & Huron railway has a station at 
Brunner, where farm produce from Topping and surrounding 
country can be shipped. To these points, therefore, it is no great 
hardship to move surplus produce over such roads as those in 
North Easthope. 

The first settler in this township was David Bell, who located 
in 1832 on lot 20, concession 1. During that year another party 
of Scotchmen arrived from Perthshire. Amongst these were two 
brothers, John and Alex. Stewart; Mrs. McTavish (whose husband 
had died on the voyage, of cholera), and her three sons; Peter and 
Alex, Crerar; George Scott and Donald Robertson. Several of 
these settled south of the Huron road, afterwards removing to 
North Easthope. No one can ever know the awful experiences 
of these poor people in that long tedious journey from their native 
glens in Perthshire till they arrived in the wilderness of North 
Easthope. Mr. Peter Stewart, still living, was one of the party, 
who, at twelve years of age, came with his parents to Canada, 
and describes the scenes of this terrible voyage with all its horrors, 
Several hundred emigrants were huddled together on a small sail- 
ing ship, and for twelve weeks were tossed on the broad, stormy 
Atlantic Ocean, Asiatic cholera had become epidemic in Scot- 
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land, men and women dying in thousands. On arrival at Quebec 
their ship was quarantined, and the horror of their situation began. 
The scourge had preceded them. The whole ship's passengers 
were penned up like cattle without shelter, there to remain. The 
plague soon found out the poor emigrants, whose condition made 
them an easy prey to the unsatisfiable conqueror. So the death 
bell began to toll as one after another was laid away, victims 
of this dreadful fatality. A person named Paton advised that they 
be placed in an old vessel, taken into the river, there to be sunk, 
and so end all further trouble. In journeying from Quebec to 
Montreal their boat was frequently rowed ashore, where a few 
gaunt and terror-stricken men opened a grave in the sand, and, 
uncoffined and unknelled, laid in everlasting sleep some one from 
the far distant hills of Auld Scotland. When Toronto was reached 
the weary heart-broken people still plodded on, leaving behind 
them several new-made graves as silent memorials of that dread 
series experienced by the first pioneers of North 




















plague and its 1 
Easthope. 

In 1833 came another party from Perthshire, including John and 
James Crerar, Robert Fraser, John Kippan, Don iid McNaughton, 
Donald, Duncan, and John Stewart; James and Duncan Fisher; 
John Hay, and John McTavish. Another man arrived about this 
period who afterwards became prominent, and was instrumental 
* to this section of the Huron Tract. 











in giving the name ‘Perth’ 
This was J. J. E. Linton. In June, 1833, Alexander Hamilton, 
from Roxburghshire, settled on lot 17, con. 3; John Kelly, on lot 
16, con. 2; Robert Patterson also locating in this section at that 
period. In 1832 Mr. George Hyde, who came from Scotland with 
Mr. Bell, located on the 2nd concession, afterwards removing to 
Galt. A year subsequent to this he finally settled on the farm 
which was his home till his death. 

From 1833 till 1841 settlement was slow, 2 
the west, the agitation which culminated in rebellion during 
1837, by administrative incapacity, being no doubt largely respon- 
sible. This event proclaimed that democratic aggressiveness could 
not longer be restrained. The Act of 1841, therefore, indicated 





it was throughout 
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that Government was now about to withdraw the nursing bottle 
from the municipalities, Under certain conditions they were now 
to shift for themselves. No sooner was this policy effected than 
progress became apparent, continuing ever since in a marvellous 
degree. Subsequent to 1840 a large influx of German settlers 
located in North Easthope, who, by their natural thrift and 
industry, have contributed much to develop its material resources, 
Excepting a small section adjoining Ellice, settlement was really 
completed about 1850. 

Prior to 1842 there were no schools in Perth County, excepting 
one or two private houses where children were taught. Mr. 
J. J. E. Linton has precedence in this profession, having opened a 
private school about 1834, near Stratford. Another school was 
opened in North Easthope by a lady whose name I have been 
unable to obtain. In 1842 this township was divided into three 
school sections. The boundaries of these districts will, along 
with other information regarding schools, be found in a chapter 
on education, It must be noted that while the Act of 1841 gave 
a great impetus to municipal progress, the School Act of that 
year gave as great an impetus to education, For both the people 
were ready, and through both, not only this county, but Canada, 
has derived incalculable advantages. . 

In this township are no towns or villages of great importance. 
As the tendency of the greater is to absorb the less, Stratford, on 
its south-west corner, has concentrated in her superior advantages 
almost the entire trade of this wealthy municipality. Before the 
transportation problem was solved by constructing railways, a 
grist mill, and next the inevitable tavern, determined the location 
of a business centre. In these later days opening a railway 
institutes another order of circumstances, which sets at defiance 
the old mill site and tavern as a nucleus for a village or “corners.” 
Shakespeare, now a place of some importance, lying partly in 
South Easthope, has attained its ascendancy from its being a rail- 
way station, This village was founded in 1832 by David Bell, 
who settled on lot 20, and was known for many years as “ Bell’s 
Corners.” The name Shakespeare was first given to this place 
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by Alexander Mitchell, in 1852. During this year Mr. Mitchell 
was reeve of South Easthope, and, at a council meeting held in 
March, it was decided, on recommendation of the reeve, that 
“Bell's Corners” should be known from henceforth as Shakespeare. 
Although the early days of this place is involved in some obscurity, 
it is certain that its first building was a log house erected by Mr. 
Hugh Thompson, who was a shoemaker. In connection with his 
operation on the lapstone as a disciple of St. Crispin, he also raised 
a shrine to Bacchus, where weary or thirsty travellers could obtain 
rest and refreshment. A general store was opened in 1849 by 
George Worsley (who opened the first store in Stratford), which 
was followed by a blacksmith’s shop, built by Alexander Jardine. 
This, again, was soon followed by a waggon shop. Meant 
Mr. Alexander Mitchell had erected a hotel, in 1848, and 
really first hotel keeper in Shakespeare. In 1851 another general 
store was erected by Mr. McIntosh, and the village continued to 
expand rapidly, particularly for a few years subsequent to con- 
structing the G. T. Railway. Factories began to spring up, a 
grist mill was built by Messrs. McIntosh and Helmer, destroyed 
by fire in 1863. Although there are excellent mills at present in 
Shakespeare, the disaster to Messrs. McIntosh and Helmer gave 
a serious check to this prosperous community. At present there 
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are two general stores, flax mill, grist mill, planing mill, saw mill, 
pump factory, telegraph and express offices, two hotels, and one 
medical doctor, Dr. Whiteman. There are also a number of good 
private residences, indicating thrift and good taste. 

Its location on the Huron Road, and principal highway leading 
north, was most advantageous to its early progress. During the 
settlement of Mornington and a portion of Elma, ‘ Bell's Corners” 
was the objective point where the pioneer was supposed to bid 


adieu for a time to civilization, and enter on his arduous task of 





hewing for himself a path into the wilderness. In 1848 a post 
office was opened, from which mails to Nithburg and Grant’s 
Corners was despatched once in each week. This office was in 
charge of Alexander Mitchell, first postmaster, and was kept in 
his hotel. Prior to its opening, the settlers in the northern and 
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eastern sections obtained their mail from Haysville P. O., in 
Waterloo. 

A good story is told that on one occasion an old pioneer in 
North Easthope, whom we will call “Sandy,” was informed that 
a letter from the old country was awaiting him in Haysville. The 
cost of posting a letter at that period from Great Britain amounted 
to several shillings, and was frequently unpaid, as it so happened 
in this particular case. With an intense desire to hear from his 
old home among the hills in Perthshire, Sandy, at early dawn of 
the following day, began a journey of fifteen miles on foot to 
Haysville after the coveted epistle. Money he had none to dis- 
charge any demands that might be made as postage. He could 
split rails, however, or log a day or two to the postmaster 


in payment, On his arrival, arid announcing his business, 
the lady in charge gave him his letter. It only required a few 
minutes for Sandy to read its contents, while the attendant was 
patiently awaiting payment of the charges, when he quietly 


returned the letter, adding, ‘he had nae siller, but when he selt 
his potash, of whilk he had twa barrels, he would debit the 
amount.”. Having imparted this information, he departed with 
all speed for the woods in North Easthope. About three months 
subsequent to this event, another letter from the old land was said 
to have arrived for Sandy, Remembering his former experience, 
after great efforts he succeeded in obtaining a few shillings for 
postage, as he felt sure that he could not establish a second right 
of possession without discharging all obligations. On presenting 
himself at the post office a couple of shillings was demanded by 
the postmaster, which Sandy promptly paid, and was placed in 
possession of his letter. The surprise of the canny Scot may be 
imagined, however, when he found it was the same epistle he had 
read three months previous, and this plan had been adopted by 
the postmaster to recover his postage. Sandy now became an 
unwilling possessor of his epistle, and the postmaster a willing 
Possessor of his postage. As a sequel to the joke he was invited 
“to a bite” after his long walk, and having satisfied the inner 
man, and partaken of a dram, the pipe of peace was smoked 
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between the two, when Sandy wended his way back to the shanty 
on the banks of the Nith. 

‘The prospect which presents itself to a traveller from the south 
in approaching Nithburg is beautiful and picturesque. The dense 
¢ rather than grow on 





growth of young trees, which seem to 
the steep bank of the river as it winds along the bottom of the 
valley; the old mill by the stream, the few remaining cottages 
nestling amongst the green foliage of the spreading maple, form a 
delightful picture of rural beauty and repose. 

‘At one period in the history of North Easthope Nithburg was a 
populous and progressive hamlet. It was settled by pioneers 
from the east, originally from Scotland, In January, 1840, came 
John Brown and family of five sons, having purchased a large 
Section of land from the Canada Company. Subsequent to Mr. 
Brown, and within a very short period, also located Peter Stewart, 
‘Mexander Grant, William Amos, Robert Amos, William Kelso, 
John and Richard Manley, James Smith, and George Moffatt, 
‘with many others, all locating near the river. During 1843, Jon 
Brown, st., erected a saw and flour mill on lots 18 and 19, con. 
ti, and which was known for many years as Brown’s Mills. 
James Brown, present postmaster in Nithburg, who was manager, 
‘also conducted a general store at the mills, and the first in that 
section. In 1849 he established a weekly mail, although no post 
office was opened, and a lad named John Brownlee was engaged 
to act as postman, his remuneration being paid by private sub- 
scription among the settlers. Mr. James Brown discharged the 














duties of postmaster gratis. In 1850, a post office was opened, 
with James Brown as postmaster, which position, he still retains. 
To Mr. Brown, therefore, belongs the distinguished honour of 
being the oldest officer in this county, having been postmaster for 
52 years, in which honourable position we trust he may long be 
spared to remain. 

In 1848 a survey of Nithburg was made by Frank Irvine, @ 
P.L.S., who named the new town “Nithburg,” the burg on the 
river Nith, At this point was an excellent water power, and this, 
with several other apparent advantages, drew a large population in 
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a short time, and lots sold rapidly, In less than two years it 
contained a tannery, distillery, hotel, brickyard, lime kiln, two 
shoemakers, three carpenters, two tailors, masons, and bricklayers. 
A general store was kept by Mr. Marcus White. In 1853 a saw 
mill was erected by James Brown, Baird & Co. During 1854 Mr. 
Brown removed to Nithburg from Brown's Mills, taking the post 
office with him, and opening a general store in connection, which 
he has conducted ever since. In 1857 he also erected a flour mill, 
and a carding and woollen mill, and the burg at that period 
attained the zenith of its glory. This mill is still operated, but, as 
the aged postmaster, whose life is so closely connected with the 
place, says, ‘“Nithburg is now only a small village of less than 
100 inhabitants, containing mills, a general store (Ieept by himself), 
with those other small industries found in a country village.” 

This story of decay in Nithburg is an old one of many villages 
in Canada that were once as prosperous as this hamlet in North 
Easthope. The gradual dismemberment of these places has not 

isen from a ivant of energy or enterprise in the people, nor from 
a lack of fertility in the surrounding country, but from other 

auses, which they were powerless to control. Building railroads 
has, in many sections, changed the whole current of trade, and in 
hone more so than this little village of Nithburg. To the G.T.R. 
she owes her present depression, now fallen so heavy that she is 
scarcely left the memory of her former greatness. 

Amutree, three and three-quarters miles north of Shakespeare, 
is the centre of a very old settlement—about the first in this 
County—but, from its contiguity to the latter village, has not 
made great progress. At present there is a general store and 
post office, kept by Mr. A. M. Fisher, late township clerk; a hotel 
and blacksmith shop, with other small industries. 

Still further north two and a-half miles is Hampstead, known 
in pioneer days as Grant’s Corners. At this point there is a 
general store and post office, and on the rising ground eastward 
a very fine school building, which seems to add dignity and 
importance, not only to this village, but to the surrounding 
country. 
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‘As we stated elsewhere, the early settlers of North Easthope 
were largely of Scottish origin, and a prominent ‘characteristic of 
that nationality soon manifested itself in a desire for religious 
ordinances in the old Presbyterian forms. A very few years only 
had passed when Rev. Mr. Rintoul, the first Presbyterian minister 
who ever visited North Easthope, made a missionary tour through 
a portion of the Huron Tract, preaching in several places, and 
dispensing ordinances amongst the people. * 

In connection with Presbyterianism in North Easthope, an 
excellent paper was prepared by Mr. A. M. Fisher, late township 
clerk, a copy of which was deposited in the corner stone of the 
new North Easthope church, laid on July 21st, 1892, to which I 
am greatly indebted. ‘The history of Presbyterianism, therefore, in 
this township may be said to begin in 1835, when, during that 
year, and also in 1836, Rev. Donald McKenzie, of Zorra, paid 
Several visits to the settlement, preaching and administering 














religious ordinances. 

In the autumn of 1837, Rev. Daniel Allen, having been sent to 
Canada as a missionary from the Colonial Society of Glasgow, 
under the auspices of the Kirk of Scotland, visited Stratford. 
Shortly after his arrival a call was extended to him from the con- 
gregations of Woodstock and Stratford, which he accepted, and 
was ordained on the 21st day of November, 1838. These two 
charges being twenty-five miles apart, and the roads almost im- 
passable, his labors were divided between them, two weeks at a 
time being devoted alternately to each. At this period, the 
settlers in North Easthope constituted a great portion of Stra 
ford’s congregation. In 1840, the constant strain in administering 








to two stations so far apart impaired his health, compelling him 
to relinquish one or other of his churches. On the rsth day of 
August of this year he was released from his connection with 
Woodstock, and became minister of Stratford and vicinity alone. 





As being convenient to those people in the eastern portion of 
North Easthope, service was held at schoolhouse No. 2, a log 
building on the corner where the present school building and St. 
Andrew’s Church now stands. In 1843, steps were taken by the 
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people to erect a new church, and a site selected. Meantime the 
agitation which had been going on in Scotland for several years 
at last bore fruit in disruption, and the Auld Kirk, with all its 
hallowed associations, was rent in twain. An occurrence of such 
vast importance to the ecclesiastical discipline of a religious body, 
so democratic in character as the Presbyterian, was soon felt even 
in the wilds of North Easthope. Mr. Allen, therefore, bade fare- 
well to the old sanctuary at St. Andrew’s, and added one more to 
those protesting ministers who relinquished so much for con- 
science sake. This retarded church work for a period of two 
years, when the seceding members, whose numbers had been con- 
siderably augmented, made a second attempt to build a church, 
now North Easthope Presbyterian Church, and on this occasion 
were successful. Mr. Fisher says, ‘‘many difficulties were, however, 
experienced. ‘The material had all to be deposited on the ground 
by the people; the brick hauled from New Hamburg in waggons 
and sleds by oxen. At this time it is doubtful if there was one 
span of horses in the whole congregation.” These difficulties were 
finally overcome, and 1846 saw erected the first Presbyterian 
Church, at that spot where the present building stands, on lot 26, 
con, 5. During these years this congregation became a separate 
charge, with Mr. Allan as minister, and has been ever since 
known as North Easthope congregation. In the autumn of 1875 
this excellent man, feeling the premonitions of advancing years 


drawing on him, resigned that charge, of which he had been 
founder, returning to his Master the stewardship he had held for a 
long period of 38 years. 

In 1876, a call was extended to Rev. A. Stewart, of Mosa, who 
accepted it, and on January 10th, 1877, was inducted, In 1881 a 
union was formed with Tavistock, a sketch of which will be found 
in our remarks on South Easthope. In a few years another 


arrangement was made, and Mr. Stewart transferred from Tavi- 
stock to Hampstead. In 1892 a new building was erected by 
North Easthope congregation, at a cost of $3,000, where services 
are now held. Rev. Robert F. Cameron is minister ; on the com- 
munion roll are 81 members. There is also a Sabbath school, 
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with an average attendance of 25 pupils, superintended by Mr. 
A. B, Smith. 

Hampstead Presbyterian church is an old congregation, although 
by no means as early as that of North Easthope. A log school- 
house was erected at ‘‘Grant’s Corners,” on lot 20, con. 11, 
which was utilized by several denominations as a place where 
service was held, About 1850, Rev. John Gundy preached to the 
Methodists; Rev. Walter Miller to the Baptists ; and, several 
years prior to either, Rev. Mr. Allan to the Presbyterians. This 
latter body eventually erected a church. In 1855 a new church 
was constructed in Wellesley, under the pastorate of Rev. Robert 
D. McKay, who, for a number of years, was minister in Hamp- 
stead and Wellesley. This congregation has now 46 members. 

On lot 15, con. 9, is St. Jacob's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
“Canada Synod.” This mission was organized in 1868, by Rev. 
Mr. Muenzinger. At this period about forty German families 
composed the congregation. On July 15th, 1869, the corner stone 
of the present church was laid, consecration in October following. 
This is an imposing building of brick, whose tall, graceful spire 
harmonizes with the exterior decorations. Its interior arrange- 
ments discover great taste, with comfortable accommodation for 
the congregation. The cost of this edifice was $15,000. At 
present 50 families are in connection, numbering about 200 souls. 
E. Holm, who also conducts a 

















Its present pastor is Rev. C. C. A. 
Sabbath school, which is largely attended by young people of his 
congregation. 

Our sketch of North Easthope congregation till the period of 
disruption in 1843 is the history of old St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
church, a short distance north of Shakespeare. This is the 
pioneer Presbyterian congregation in Perth County east of Strat- 
ford. Its first elders and promoters were Robert Fraser, John 
Stewart, and George Hyde. Subsequent to 1843, when Rev. Mr. 
Allan withdrew from the ‘Auld Kirk,” and established North 
Easthope congregation, Rev. David Bell was called to old St. 
Andrew’s, service being still held in the schoolhouse. About 1850 
a building was erected at a cost of $1,500, which is still used as 
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a place of worship. As stated elsewhere, steps are now in pro- 
gress to erect a new building in Shakespeare, which will accom- 
modate both congregations in North and South Easthope, long 
since united, and now under the pastorate of Rev. Hugh Cowan. 
Present membership in both is 180, A Sabbath school is also in 
connection, having in Shakespeare 80 pupils, Joseph Freeman 
superintendent ; and at St. Andrew’s 60 pupils, George McCallum 
superintendent, 

‘The Evangelical Association church, on lot 5, con. 6, is named 
“‘Oetzel’s Church,” in honor of Andrew Oetzel, who was its 








greatest promoter and an active worker in advancing its interests 
in early days. With him were associated Mr. Andrew Falk, sr., 
Geo. Neibergall, and Mr. John Hamel. Service was first held by 
Rev. Mr. Weber in the settlers’ houses, until a school house was 
built. About 1850 a log church was erected, where worship was 
conducted till 1888. During that year the present edifice was 
constructed, at a cost of $3,200. This congregation, from a 
small beginning of a few members, has now over 50, under the 
pastorate of Rev. Elias Eby: There is also a Sabbath school, 
with nearly 7o pupils, conducted by Mr. J. L, Eidt, superintendent. 

The church of Lisbon Evangelical Association, on lot 11, con. 





9, was organized about 1850, when services were held in the barns 
and houses of its members. The principal promoters of this 
Association were Louis Paff, George Hipell, Henry Doerr, John 
Riehl, Baltzar Schmidt, and Henry Falk. Rev. Mr. Halacher 
was first minister. A log church was built in 1860, where worship 
was held till 1895, when a neat brick building was constructed, at 
a cost of $3,000, At its inception there were about 30 members, 
now increased to 70, with Rev. Elias Eby as pastor. There is 
also a Sabbath school, with about 50 pupils, under John Riehl as 
superintendent. 

‘The Evangelical Association church on lot 11, con, 1, is an.old 
congregation, extending back to 1844. The first church was of 
stone, and erected in 1852. Worship was held in this building till 
1883, when, on its removal, a brick church was erected, at a cost of 
$3,200. The principal promoters of this Association were William 
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Linglebach, Nicholas Sweitzer, George Kleinknecht, and Charles 
Strossel. Rev. Frederick Sharpley was first minister. A few 
members only at its inception have increased to over 70 at present. 
Rev. Mr. Burn is present minister. The Sabbath school in 
connection with this congregation is one of the oldest in the 
county, having been organized by Mr. Chas. Strossel in 1848. 
The present number of pupils is 80, with Mr. Samuel Reider as 
superintendent. 

Early municipal records in North Easthope are very incomplete. 
For 1842, the initial point of all municipal history, there are no 
records. During that period of a district council in Goderich it is 
evident that North and South Easthope formed one district, and 
had no connection with Downie, Fullarton, and Blanshard, as 
stated by local historians elsewhere. Downie, whose records are 
most complete of any in this county, makes no mention of the 
Easthopes at a meeting held in January, 1842. Those three 
townships formed one district, and as such elected officers, and 
transacted such business as was usual at town meetings. It 
will be found in the records of Downie that while this trio of 
municipalities elected one representative, North and South East- 
hope elected Mr. Helmer as another. 

In 1843 two town meetings were held—on January 2nd and 6th 
respectively. Why two consecutive meetings should have taken 
place to elect officers and pass by-laws, the records do not say. 
This meeting, therefore, of ‘‘the inhabitants being householders 
and freeholders of North Easthope, held at the school house, lot 
21, con. 2, chose a fit and proper person to serve as district 


























councillor, according to the Act 4 and 5 Vic., chap. 10.” The 
township clerk presided, having previously taken the oath before 
J.C. W. Daly, Esq. They proceeded to elect a councillor, when 
Mr. James Cairns was unanimously chosen. 

Several resolutions were also submitted and passed—rst, 
“That this meeting, considering the contentions and dissatis- 
+h occur on account of the continued shifting of our 





factions wl 


annual town meeting from place to place (as the magistrates think 
proper to direct), do hereby appoint the schoolhouse on lot 12, 
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con. 2, to be our town ball for holding our town meetings con- 
nected with, or by law required to be holden for regulating affairs 
of North Easthope.” 2nd—'That the town clerk notify J. C. W. 
Daly and George Gowinlock, magistrates, that the said school- 
house is appointed townhall for this township.” 

Other officers elected at this meeting were Duncan Stewart, 
assessor; David Bell, collector ; John McDermid, Jas. Rankin, 
-and Christian Summers, wardens ; minor officers were Emil 
Ballard, Thos. Langley, Punsho Windle, Wm. Miller, Archie 
Murray, Christian Nafziger, H. Hart, P. Anderson, Donald 
Robertson, D. Carroll, Wm. Amos, A. Crerar, Wm. Brown, D. 
Kippen, J. Fisher, Wm. Bradley, H. McDermid, Thos. Sergant, 
Michael Phaelan, William Jackson, Hugh Bates, Timothy Wallace, 
John Whitman, and Peter McIntosh, pathmasters. 

In 1844 no district councillor was elected, the writ not havi 
been received from Mr. Dunlop, warden of the United Counties, in 
proper time, Town wardens were Peter Melntosh, John Mc- 
Dermid, and Henry Cook. In 1845 Mr. George Hyde was elected 
district councillor, being again re-elected in 1846, with Mr. 
James Rankin as colleague, the population having reached the 
number required by law to return a second representative. For 
town wardens, Mr. Joseph Whaley, Christian Summers, and 
James Cainrs were elected. In 1848 Mr. Hyde and Mr. Rankin 
remained in office. In 1849 Mr. Hyde was succeeded by Alex- 
ander Hamilton, Mr. Rankin being re-elected. Town wardens 
for 1847, Joseph Whaley, Peter McIntosh, and Alexander Fisher. 
In 1848, John Cairns, David Bell, and Peter Crerar. For 1849, 
no record. 

In 1850 were elected as first municipal council for North East- 
hope, T. M. Daly, reeve; Alex. Hamilton, James Rankin, Peter 
McIntosh, and James Patterson, councillors. Mr. James Wilson 


was appointed clerk, succeeding James Patterson, who had suc- 
ceeded Alexander Grant a short time previous. John McDermid, 
Robert E. Patterson, and Duncan Stewart were appointed as: 
sors. James Stewart was appointed collector; C. R. Dickson 
and Charles McTavish, auditors, 
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I regret to say that a portion of the records of this township 
previous to 1859 I have been unable to discover. During the first 
twenty years of settlement in a new municipality history is rapidly 
made, that being a period when the foundations of its future pro- 
gress are laid. Those names, therefore, I have been able to give 
of the officers who managed affairs in this municipality have been 
procured from old auditors’ reports and the archives of the county 
clerk in Stratford. It may be said, however, that expenditure on 
public works (although all has been accomplished that was neces- 
sary) is far short of the disbursements made in other townships 
lying north of the Huron Road. Those great deposits of road 
material have been utilized cheaply and effectively, and splendid 
roads are found in every section of this township. Its fine rolling 
land has rendered a large expenditure on drainage, except a 
portion in the west, unnecessary. The whole surface is available 
for agriculture, and a disbursement of $4,000 under By-law No. 
220, in 1886, for the central drain, with other small drains, near 
the boundary of Ellice, constitute the whole special funds ex- 
pended for drainage purposes. 

The town hall is a small brick building, two and a-half miles 
north of Shakespeare, and not at all creditable either to the taste 
or liberality of this wealthy municipality. Neither is it by any 
means flattering to its architectural design or interior arrange- 
ments when we say it is about equal to any in Perth County. It 
indicates a strange phase of human nature when we find that a 
rich and populous township, which has expended money lavishly 
on public improvements, building schoolhouses, erecting hand- 
some churches and costly farm buildings, with all those amenities 
co-relative to our advanced civilization, should still retain wretched 














looking hen-coops for government buildings. Any little embellish- 
ment some of these places have received in painting, or otherwise, 
when they were constructed, has long since disappeared. They 


now stand, worn and forsaken looking, as a tenement erected in 
pioneer days for a party of shantymen, who have now deserted it 
as no longer habitable. 

There is one distinctive characteristic of North Easthope electors 
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found nowhere else to so great an extent in Perth County. This 
js confidence in their public men, as indicated by their long reten- 
tion in office. Mr. James Trow and Mr. John McMillan held the 
reeve and deputy-reeveship between them for nearly forty years. 
‘A collector, now over 80 years old, is still on his rounds ; he has 
travelled for forty years. Mr. A. M. Fisher, late clerk, held that 
office for thirty years, now succeeded by his son. Mr. Alexander 
Fisher was treasurer for many long years, while several coun- 
cillors and subordinate officers have long official records. That 
all this should have happened in a township where political feel- 
ings are of a pronounced democratic type may seem strange. If 
we consider the idiosyncracies of the Scotch, whose cast of 
thought predominates in North Easthope, this display of conserva- 
tism will be found to be more natural than at first it would appear 
tobe. The democracy of a Scotchman may be summed up in 
three important principals. First, he wants to be let alone. 
Second, he wants to spend his money as he pleases. Third, which 
involves the other two, he wants the governing power to tax him 
exactly as he can afford to pay, he being sole and only judge of 
his financial condition and ability to contribute. Here his de- 
mocracy ends and his conservatism begins. First, what he has 
he wants to keep. He clings to the old faith of his fathers, to the 
old psalms—to Martyrdom and Old Hundred as being the acme of 
sacred melody. His heart and sympathy are aroused when the 
minister on Sabbath day has passed in his prayer that old land- 
mark of supplicating that the Jews be restored to their ancient 
heritage. He feels refreshed when he has reached fourthly in his 
elucidation of original sin, He is in ecstacies when the practical 
application is closed with terrific denunciations on modern innova- 
tions; particularly new hymns and an organ. He is honest in his 
convictions, loyal to his King and country; he never forgets the 
old heather hills far away; he is dogmatic in his faith, persevering 
in his conduct, true to his trust, a good citizen, fond of place 
and power, and sincere in his regard for sacred things. It is this 
solidity of character which has displayed itself in retention of 
public men. 
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This retaining of certain men in public office for a long term of 
years has a tendency to create an influence for them to which they 
may have no other claim for distinction. Thus, Logan, Fullarton, 
Downie, North Easthope, and one or two others acquired and 
retained an influence at the county council much more effective 
than such townships as Blanshard, which were constantly chang- 
ing. By retaining an officer for a period of years he acquires an 
interest and understanding regarding the routine of his business, 
which is advantageous to the public service. I may be permitted 
to say here that the only case in this county I have found of a 
ratepayer appealing against h 
occurred in this township. This was an appeal of John McMillan 
against assessment on his income, which, at his request, was 
raised at the court of revision, 

Although the population had diminished, the total assessment 
in 1902 had rather increased, being $1,940,220. On this sum 
about $13,000 is levied and collected annually, over one-third 
being set apart for schools. There are ten school sections, five of 
which are unions. There has been a great diminution of the 
liquor traffic, only two hotels being licensed. 

In 1844, North Easthope contained 1,151 inhabitants (including 
a portion of Stratford), having 4,172 acres under cultivation. In 





own assessment as being too low 














1850, the population had increased to 2,080, and 10,000 acres 
under cultivation. In 1859 was produced 53,000 bush. of wheat, 
39,000 bush. oats, 10,000 bush. peas, 19,000 bush. potatoes, 
12,000 bush. turnips, 19,000 Ibs. maple sugar, 8,000 Ibs. wool, 
and 8,000 Ibs. butter. The population in 1862 was 3,129, Strat- 
ford meantime having withdrawn. 

Previous to 1859, I have been unable to obtain any records of 
this municipality. The names of those reeves who sat prior to 
that period have been taken from records in the county clerk’s 
office, 

Reeves.—1831-2, Alexander Hamilton; 1853-4, A. Grant; 1855, 
Alex. Hamilton; 1836, A. Grant ; 1857, Alex. Hamilton ; 1858-0, 
A. Grant; 1861-81, Jas. Trow; 1882-91, John McMillan; 1892-6, 
John Hay ; 1897-9, Andrew Falk ; 1900-2, Julius Cook. 








Fees 
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Deputy-Reeves.—1867-74, James Stewart, first deputy-reeve ; 
1875-81, J. McMillan ; 1882-7, George Hyde ; 1888-91, John A. 
Fraser ; 1892-6, A. Falk; 1897-8, J. A. Fraser. Office was now 
abolished. 

Councillors.—1859-60, William Patterson, Alex. Hamilton, John 
Curtis, John Fisher ; 1861, Henry Carroll, J. Fisher, Duncan 
McCallum, Wm. Rennie; 1862, W. Rennie, J. Curtis, J. Fisher, 
A. Grant ; 1863, J. Cairns, J. Stewart, Peter Crerar, H. Carroll ; 
1864-5, W. Rennie, P. Crerar, Peter Stewart, J. Stewart ; 1866, 

Rennie, J. Stewart, P. Stewart, Peter McLennan ; 1867, A. 

her, P. McLennan, P. Stewart; 1868-71, A. Fisher, P. Stewart, 
W. Rennie ; 1872, J. McMillan, J. McGuigan, P. Stewart; 1873, 
J. McMillan, John Cook, W. Rennie; 1874, J. McMillan, Cornelius 
Quinlan, J. Cook; 1875, P. Stewart, C. Quinlan, A. Falk; 
1876-81, A. Falk, Valentine Knechtel, P. Stewart; 1882-8, J 
Cook, A. Falk, P. Stewart; 1889, J. Cook, A. Falk, J. Hay; 
1890-1, A. Falk, J. Hay, W. Rennie; 1892, W. Rennie, Julius 
Cook, Peter McDonald ; 1893-6, P. McDonald, W. Crerar, Julius 
Cook ; 1897-8, Julius Cook, P. McDonald, Duncan Stewart ; 
1899, Julius Cook, Alex. McDonald, Jas. Hastings, J. A. Fraser; 
tg00-2, John C. Cook, Alex. McDonald, Jas. Hastings, J. A. 
Fraser. 

Clerks.—1859-60, James Trow ; 1861-2, James Kee; 1863-70, 
Joseph Whaley (resigned) and Alex. Fisher (appointed); 1871-1900, 
Alex. M. Fisher (resigned) and J. D. Fisher, son of A. M. Fisher 
(appointed) ; rgor-2, J. D. Fisher. 

Treasurers. —1859-78, Alex. Fisher; 1879-91, John W. Zinkann; 
1892-1903, Jas. McGillawee. 

Assessors. —1859-60, John Dow ; 1861-5, John Fraser; 1866-76, 
James Patterson ; 1877-9, Henry. Baechler ; 1880, J. Patterson ; 
1881-83, George Wettlaufer; 1884-5, Joseph McMillan; 1886-9, 
Duncan Forbes ; 1890-3, Stephen Capling ; 1894-8, J. McDonald; 
1899-1902, George Merrylees. 

Collectors. —1856-62, Charles McTavish ; 1863-1902, William 
Patterson. Mr. Patterson's period of service has only be exceeded 
by one municipal officer in this county—Mr. Jas, Reid, treasurer 
of Mornington, 
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Auditors. —1859, Jas. Patterson, Samuel Rutherford; 1860, Jas. 
Patterson, John McDermid ; 1861-2, George Brown, Jas. Ham 
ton; 1863-4, Jas. Hamilton, Jas. Patterson ; 1865-70, J. Hamil- 
ton, Chas. McTavish; 1871-5, J. Hamilton, Jacob Kollman ; 1876, 
Duncan Stewart, Thos. Mungovan ; 1877-80, D. Stewart, Jas. 
Brown ; 1881-6, Duncan Forbes, J. Brown ; 1887-9, Alex. Horne, 
Jacob Schamber ; 1890-2, J. Schamber, Jacob Kollman ; 1893-7, 
John Ruppert, Joseph McMillan ; 1898-1902, J. McMillan, Henry 
Herman, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
LOGAN. 


Logan was named in honour of Hart Logan, a director of the 
Canada Company, and first opened for settlement in 1830. In 
January of this year a survey of one concession was made; a 
further portion in 1832; the whole being completed in 1835. It 
contains 53,551 acres, all available for agriculture. Adjoining the 
Huron road its surface is undulating, becoming level as it extends 
northwards. In some sections, lying north-east and north-west, 
great swamps existed, whose density and dismal aspect seemed to 
defy every effort at improvement. In these swamps the river 
Thames has its source, and they were long thought to be irre- 
claimable. They have of late years, however, been cleared, 
drained, and largely brought under cultivation, affording a means 
of subsistence to progressive agriculturists, where a few years 
ago existence seemed impossible. 

This township may be considered highly favoured in comparison 
with those further north in the county. It had an advantage in the 
Huron road being opened at an early date; the first railway also 
extended along the whole front of the municipality. Fifty years 
ago such means of transit were of more consequence than now. 
To-day good roads exist everywhere, rendering transportation of 
farm products not a great difficulty. In these early days swamps, 
crossways, streams without bridges, long dreary stretches of 
forest without human habitation, slow progress with the oxen and 
sled, rendered a short journey a great undertaking, If the pro- 
duct of his few stumpy acres was small, it involved a task in its 
removal perhaps as difficult as any the pioneer had to overcome. 

20 
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By constructing the Logan road in 1857-8, great relief was 
afforded those settlers who had penetrated deep into the woods. 
From east, west, and north they directed their steps to this 
great road, until a stream of traffic passed over it every day as 
great in volume as that over any highway in this county. Good 
roads exist now in almost every section of Logan. Material for 





road construction is not plentiful throughout, although in many 
sections a good supply is available. 

Agriculture has attained a high standard, all those methods 
being adopted which have led to enhanced profits and a diminu- 
tion of labour in farm life. A system of mixed farming has been 
carried on in preference to spe: 
has been successfully carried on for many years; in other portions, 
and I believe those the greatest, different methods have been fol- 
lowed. Notwithstanding that dairying has been profitable in other 
municipalities, it is not amongst a number of our farmers a popular 
The exacting routine and close atten- 









lism. In some sections dairying 








branch of farming industry 
tion necessary to its successful prosecution is not pleasing to the 
average agriculturist. Skill is not wanting. “The dairy cow is a 
complex animal, and any carelessness or neglect, even of a tem- 
porary character, or to a slight degree, is distinctly and unerringly 
marked by a diminution in her product. In soils, therefore, well 
adapted to mixed farn ight departure from any duty 
demanded by the work on hand is not followed so closely by a 
corresponding retribution as it assuredly is with the dairy cow. 
Where agriculture is skilfully carried on, profits from any system 
will be found about equal in a given period of time. This being 
0, those methods adopted in farm management will always be 
such as to realize a maximum of profit from a minimum of labour. 

Logan has a mixed population of English, Irish, Scotch, and 
German. In certain sections, either one or other of these nation 
alities predominate. In the district surrounding Brodhagen all 
are German. At this point were located such families as Schultz, 
Pushelbury, Hildebricht, Kraukopf, Brodhagen, Rock, Jacob, 
and Eckmire. North and west of the Logan road are Scotch. 
Here we find Moffatt, Smith, Lawson, Campbell, Harvey, Mc- 
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Pherson, and Stewart. In the west centre are those of Irish 
extraction—Regan, DeCoursey, Hickey, Cleary, Connelly, Keyes, 
Hagarty, Lynch, Murphy, and Trainor. South, and nearer 
Mitchell, is a mixed population, without a great preponderance of 


any one nationality. 

At what time the first settler came to Logan it would be difficult 
to say. Previous to 1841 little improvement had been made, and 
that in the neighbourhood of Mitchell. When a municipal council 
was established in McKillop in 1841, Logan was so inconsiderable 
that it was not represented. In 1842 it had become so important 
as to be attached to McKillop for municipal purposes, 

A few settlers were scattered along the Huron road between 
1830 and 1840, but were so isolated from each other that no 
government had been instituted till 1842. In 1844 Logan had 
134 inhabitants, nearly all in Mitchell, and only 49 acres under 
cultivation, In 1850 its population had increased to 603, including 
Mitchell, with goo acres under cultivation. In 1849 she produced 
3,000 bush. wheat, 2,700 bush. oats, 4,900 bush. potatoes, 2,900 
bush, turnips, 7,000 Ibs. maple sugar, 2,000 Ibs. butter. In 1861 
her population was 2,257, exclusive of Mitchell. 

In 1842 Tom Coveney had penetrated as far into the woods as 
the second concession, where, for some years, he was ‘Monarch 
of all he surveyed; his right there was none to dispute.” 
Subsequent to 1845 settlement extended rapidly northward, the 
families of Tubb, Shean, Casey, Murphy, Prindeville, Honey, 
Leggatt, and McLagan carrying the banner of conquest into 
these unexplored sections. Natural surface conditions, which were 
interspersed with swamps, retarded pioneer operations. It was 
not till every section of dry land had been settled that the council 
entered into those schemes of drainage which have been productive 
of such beneficial results in transforming the unproductive portions 
into available farm land. 

Postal facilities in Logan are quite equal to those of any other 
Part of this county, although within its limits there are no 
commercial centres of importance. Brodhagen has a saw and 
planing mill, with general store and post office. This hamlet was 









































326 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


founded about 1861, by Charles Brodhagen, who erected a hotel, 
and opened Brodhagen post office in 1865, he being first post- 
master. Mr. Brodhagen was a versatile character, specimens of 
which found their way into the backwoods in pioneer days. In 
his own proper person he combined the various callings of 
hotelkeeper, postmaster, merchant, tailor, bandmaster, music 
teacher, and gentleman. Notwithstanding his multifarious duties, 
he was equal to them all, discharging the demands‘of each in a 
manner creditable to himself. 

On the Logan road, three and three-quarters miles east of 
Brodhagen, is Bornholm, the capital of Logan. This village has 
a good brick hotel, and was founded by Mr. Timothy Hagarty, 
now of Stratford. Here also is a chopping mill, saw mill, store, 
post office, and other branches of business usually found in a 
country village. Here is also the town hall, where council and 
other meetings are held, A stage passes and re-passes on its 
route between Atwood, in Elma, and Mitchell, affording its 
citizens and those adjacent a daily mai 
‘The village of Monkton, situate on the boundary line between 
SIma and Logan, five miles north of Bornholm, has been noticed 
in the historical sketch of Elma, where a description of its present 
trade and condition will be found. These, with Mitchell on the 
south boundary, of which a separate sketch will be found in this 
work, comprise the trade centres of Logan. 

While the commercial demands of her people have not been 
productive in the establishing and building up of villages, every 
accommodation has been provided for their religious instruction. 
Churches have been erected in several places of costly material— 
elegant and tasteful in design, A short distance north of Mitchell 
is Willow Grove Methodist church, the present building having 
been erected in 1890, at a cost of $7,000. This structure, which 
is of brick, is somewhat unique in design, and perhaps one of 
the best finished in its interior arrangements of any rural Metho- 
dist church edifice in this county. Prior to Methodist union in 
1883, three churches were located in this vicinity, the pioneer sect 
being Bible Christians. In 1862 a mission of the Methodist 
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church was established by Rev. Mr. Howard, and services held in 
the school house. Subsequent to this union all were merged into 
the existing congregation, under the pastorate of Rev. David 
Moir. At present there are about 32 families in this communion, 
with Rev. J. H. Thompson as pastor, A Sabbath school is also 
conducted by Mr. William Squires, as superintendent. With him 
are associated eight assistants, who have in charge about 80 
pupils. Congregational affairs are under a board of management, 
with Mr. Wm. McLagan as secretary. Old settlers in this 
section are Thomas Lake, Arthur Stewart, James Wood, Alex. 
Thompson, D. Barr, Wm. McLagan, and Thos. Leggatt. 

Two miles and a-half west is the first Evangelical Lutheran 
congregation of Logan, ‘ Missouri Synod.” This mission was 
organized in November, 1858, by Rev. J. A. Hengerer, who came 
through the woods to this point from Ellice. Rev. H. Hoehn, 
who was in charge during 1859, was succeeded in 1860 by Rev. 
C.R, Gerndt. Services were held in the schoolhouse till 1865, 
when the present building was erected at a cost of $1,200. In 
August, 1888, Rev. H. C. Landsky was inducted, and is now in 
charge. A great increase in members has taken place. At its 
inception only 66 formed the congregation now numbering over 
+300 souls. Young people’s classes are also conducted by the 
pastor, at which there is an attendance of about 60 pupils. The 
promoters of this church were Fred. Pinnaka, Henry Eisler, Fred. 
Hildebricht, and George Timlon. 

At Brodhagen is St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran church, 
“Council of Canadian Synod,” This congregation is a branch of 
the first Evangelical Lutheran church of Logan. To accommo- 
date the residents of this section a building was erected in 1868, 
at a cost of about $1,200. Under the pastorate of Rev. H. 
Weigand this congregation has made great progress, having a 
membership now of 600 souls. A Sabbath school is also con- 
ducted by the minister, with an attendance of 155 pupils. In 
conformity to a rule apparently applicable to German congrega- 
tions, there is a neat, tidy appearance in the surroundings of their 
church buildings. Characteristic of German homes, comfortable 
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parsonages have been erected for their ministers, and spacious 
sheds for sheltering horses during service, all indicating care and 
attention of the lay managers of these congregations. 

St. Bridgid’s Roman Catholic church, the largest and most 
imposing church edifice in Logan, is situate on the gravel road, 
about six miles from Mitchell. This congregation was organized 
by Rev. Father O'Neil. About 1860 a Catholic mission was 
established at St. Bridgid’s, or rather it was known only as St, 
Bridget's, where mass was celebrated under such conditions as 
the log shanty and rude accommodation of the settlers could 
afford. In 1865 a frame church was erected, where the people 
continued to worship until their wealth and numbers warranted 








them in constructing a more modern building, in keeping with 
their advanced conditions. In 1899, therefore, was erected this 
fine edifice, at a cost of $10,000. The building is of red brick, 
and most creditable to the Catholics of Logan. A parsonage of 
the same material has also been built for the resident clergyman. 
This congregation, which numbers about 80 families, have cer- 
tainly been liberal in contributing of their wealth to construct 
these costly buildings. The parish priest at present in charge is 
Rev. Father Ronan. 

It is worthy of remark how little progress was made in Logan 
for many years subsequent to its being opened for settlement. In 
this it was on a par with every municipality in the Huron Tract. 
Opening the Huron road in 1830 appeared to serve no purpose 
other than creating a highway to Goderich. It is true a few 
people had settled in Stratford, Downie, and the Easthopes pre- 
vious to 1835, but little improvement had been made. Not a 
single school had been established in this county previous to 1842, 
excepting a private one by Mr. J. J. E. Linton, Even during this 
ix districts were now defined, they embraced five 





year, when 
townships in their limits. If immigrants came to Canada at that 
period in any great volume, they certainly did not reach the 
County of Perth. In no part of Ontario was a larger section 
of fertile land open for settlement, but which was allowed to 
remain untouched by pioneer hands. Perhaps a solution of this 
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problem is to be found in the system of government prevailing 
in Canada at that time, Any occupation is more suitable for a 
ruling power than acting as a dry nurse. This system had 
apparently obtained in Great Britain from time immemorial until 
that great awakening in Corn Law repeal. Paternal government 
lost the United States to Britain. It nearly lost Canada in 1837. 
It is intolerable to the genius of America, and, wherever attempted, 
has been followed by signal failure. Prior to 1841, Canadians 
suffered by the sucking bottle system, and it was not till those 
principles advocated by Mr. McKenzie were put in operation that 
political action was directed to more liberal and democratic 
measures. Whether this may have caused our present pro- 
gressiveness or not, it is certain that subsequent to introducing 
municipal legislation, in 1841, our development has been such 
never was previously experienced in this country. Another fact 
remains to be stated, that to reach a man’s highest manhood 
you must place him in a position of responsibility. Without the 
franchise he is a machine; with it he is a living factor in human 
progress. The Municipal Act placed on men the responsibility of 
self-government, making an appeal to their manhood which has 
culminated in such an advance in fifty years that we view it with 
wonder and amazement. 

On the grd day of January, 1842, the first town meeting was 
held, at the house of William Lee, in which Logan took part, 
having been joined to Hibbert and McKillop for municipal pur- 
poses during the previous year. At this meeting a contest for 
councillor, between Messrs. John Hicks and Archibald Dickson, 
took place. A poll having been demanded, and taken forthwith, 
the chairman declared Mr. Dickson to have a majority of votes. 

No alteration was made in their arrangements, and these 
townships remained as one electoral district until 1844. During 
that year a separation took place, and the first meeting was held 
for Logan in 1845. At this meeting Mr. John Hicks was elected 
district councillor, and Mr. Peter Shean township clerk. In 1846 
a meeting was held at Mitchell, in the house of Mr. John Hicks, 
and “by virtue of a warrant under the hands of Thomas Mercer 
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Jones and J. C. W. Daly, two of Her Majesty's justices of the 
peace, for the purpose of electing officers for the current year,” 
Mr. John Hicks took the chair. Mr. Peter Shean was again 
elected clerk. Mr. Thomas Freeman was chosen assessor, and 
Mr. Edward Prindeville collector. The town wardens : Samuel 
Grimes, Thomas Hill, and William Boles. Eight pathmasters 
were elected: Thomas Hill, William Atkins, John Hicks, John 
Robb, James Shean, William Shean, Edward Lynch, and Patrick 
Collins. The first poundkeepers were John Pierce, William Gill- 
trap, and John McWhinney. Fenceviewers: Arthur Murphy, 
Thomas Hill, Henry Camden, and Francis Siver. On the fifth 
day of January, 1847, the town meeting was held at the house of 
John Hicks, when Peter Shean was chosen clerk; John Hicks, 
Esq., councillor ; Thomas Freeman, assessor; Arthur Murphy, 
collector, and Samuel Grimes, William Atkins, and John Hugo, 
wardens. In the elections for pathmaster at this meeting appears 
for the first time the name of one of Perth’s grand old pioneers, 
Mr. Tom Coveney, who began a municipal career extending over 
50 years, During this period Mr. Coveney filled every office in 
municipal government, from that position to which he was now 
appointed, to the highest —as warden of the county. At this 
meeting was submitted the first statement of accounts for Logan, 


as follows: 














£ se a 
Balance on hand from 1846 «- a oss ae 13-15 3% 
To cash from treasurer, 1847 10 30 
23 18 376 

Per contra. és. 

Paid William Shean, by order of John Hicks, 13. 2 
» George Byers, by order of John Hicks, 7 13—20 15 © 
Balance on hand 3 3 3% 


Audited and found correct, by T. B. Woodruff, auditor. 


On the 3rd day of January, 1848, the freeholders and house- 
holders met at the house of John Hicks, Mitchell, Mr. Peter 
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Shean in the chair. Mr. Shean was again elected clerk ; Mr. 
Thomas Freeman, assessor, and Mr. Arthur Murphy, collector. 

At Mitchell, on the first day of January, 1849, was held in the 
school house the annual meeting of freeholders and householders 
of Logan, Mr. John Hicks in the chair. Peter Shean was again 
chosen clerk; Thos. Freeman, assessor, and A. Murphy, collector. 
Town wardens were John Humbertson, Thomas Hill, and Henry 
Camden. This meeting closed the system of municipal govern- 
ment introduced by the Act of 1841, and 1850 brought in a new 
and more comprehensive method, productive of much good to the 
people of Canada, and which, with a few unimportant amendments, 
still remains. 

The first meeting of the municipal council of the united town- 
ships of Logan, Wallace, and Elma, which, at that period and 
until 1857 were under one municipal government, was held at the 
school house in Mitchell. On this occasion there were present Mr. 
John Hicks, who was chosen reeve, and Messrs. Robert Christie, 
Patrick Collins, Edward Prindeville, and William Bull, councillors. 
With a due regard to those responsibilities they had assumed, the 
council, fearful no doubt of committing themselves to a course of 

jon not clearly legal, passed a motion, ‘That if any of our 
actions at this meeting be out of order, that we may revise 
them at our next meeting of the council.” Carried unanimously. 
At a meeting in February, Peter Shean was appointed clerk; 
Robert Byers, assessor; Thomas Freeman, collector; auditors, 


Tom Coveney and Thomas Matheson, At a later period Mr. 


Edward Greensides was appointed treasurer. It was decided also 
that a seal should be procured, “about the size of a British 
shilling, bearing the arms of Logan, emblazoned with a yew tree 
and a rose.” A resolution was also passed inflicting a penalty of 
not less than ten shillings on any councillor who may absent him- 
self from the board without good and sufficient reason. In March 
Mr. Shean was succeeded in the office of clerk by Mr. Robert 
Cana; and Mr. Byers, the assessor, by Mr. Henry Camden, 
The council, having appointed officers, proceeded to fix their 
salaries :—Clerk, £6, 10s. (with a saving clause that his services 
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should be reconsidered at the close of the year); assessor, £4 on 
every £100 of assessed value; treasurer, £2, 10s. per annum; 
auditors, 5s. each per day ; surveyor, 10s. per day ; collector, 4%; 
superintendent of education, £1 for each school ; councillors, 
each, 5s. per day. Rev. Charles Fletcher, superintendent for the 
United Counties, was retained in that position. On June 25th, 
1851, was passed a by-law levying £32, 105. on all taxable pro- 
perty in Mitchell school section, to pay teacher's salary and liquid- 
ate a debt on their school house. 

In 1854 Logan made provision for a public library, £20 being 
granted for that purpose, with the clerk as librarian. He was to 
attend every alternate Saturday from 10 o'clock a.m, till 7 in the 
evening, in the discharge of his official duties. This institution 








was not successful. To render its benefits convenient to all it 
was ultimately placed in four divisions. Mrs. Biles was appointed 
librarian in the first division, Mrs. Coveney in No. 2, Mrs. Horni- 
brook in No. 3, and Mrs. Cana in No. 4. Compensation granted 
to these officials for performance of their duties was £r., 5s. per 
annum. 

It has been a custom in too many instances for ignorant and ill- 
bred people to sneer at the educational acquirements of our old 
pioneers. If, in Logan, seven out of fifteen officers signed their 
names with the orthodox “his + mark”, they were neither better 
nor worse than many old settlers in this country. Want of educa- 
tion was their misfortune. That it did not impose insuperable 
difficulties in the work they had to do is evident from what they 
accomplished. That they felt its want is evinced by their conduct 
in providing libraries for those who could read. "If their neigh- 
bours became more intelligent by these means they would gain 
by their acquirements. Their desire for education was further 
exemplified in building schools for training their children, and in 
that noble pride with which they marked the success of some one 
who had laid the foundation of his education in the old log school 
at his nearest corner. 

From 1844 to 1 




















no important acts were passed. Council 


confined their duties to appointing officers, making culverts, 
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regulating statute labour, and making such improvements on 
highways as were necessary under the conditions obtaining in 
a new country. Meantime Mitchell had become a town of im- 
portance, and the shipping point, not only for Logan, but also of 
Elma and Wallace. It was not for many years subsequent to 
1856 that railway conveniences were extended to those back town- 
ships by constructing the southern extension of the W., G. & 
B. Railway to Atwood. Products from that back country, there- 
fore, passed down the centre road of Logan, creating an immense 
traffic. Small grants of county funds were made from time to 
time, and appropriated to the repair and maintenance of this road, 
but these were so inconsiderable in proportion to the work 
required to be done that very little perceptible improvement was 
made. In May, 1856, the council took into consideration the 
question of passing a by-law to borrow £11,000 for improvement 
and construction of a gravel road extending from Mitchell north- 
ward through Logan and Elma, and for improvements of high- 
ways in those townships generally. According to the preamble 
of this by-law, Logan, Elma, and Wallace had a total assessment 
in 1855 of £105,267, or $421,068, about one-fifth the assessed 
value of each at the present day. Although Wallace is included 
in this by-law, it does not appear that any appropriation was made 
in her interest. Hitherto this township had contributed very little 
to the finances of the united municipalities, and the assessors in 
1854 were instructed not to assess unsurveyed lands in that town- 
ship. If this by-law was not retroactive, it was strongly prospec 
tive, and must have been based on unbounded confidence in the 
future prosperty of those sections affected by its provisions. That 
a loan was raised on a total value of £105,267, which, at the end 
of twenty years (the time specified in the by-law) would require 
£24,200 (or $100,000) to discharge the obligations it entailed on 
the people, indicated a confidence and a determination that they 
would succeed, which is truly surprising. It was passed, however, 
and on August 3oth, 1856, Logan became responsible for her first 
debt. To give effect to this act the council proceeded in its first 
great work, constructing the Logan Gravel Road, which was 
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nearly completed in 1857. Building this road was a great boon, 
not only to Logan, but to Elma also, in supplying a highway, 
over which people were enabled’ to move produce to market at all 
seasons of the year. The lowest tender for this contract was that 
of Mr. A. A. Clothier (who became associated with T. M. Daly), 
amounting to £8,930, to whom it was awarded. When the road 
was finally completed a further claim for extras was submitted by 
the contractors, amounting to about £500, which was allowed by 
the board, 

In December, also of this year, a petition was presented by 
Mitchell people praying that a census be taken with a view to 











incorporation, Subsequent to this incorporation, which was made 
in 1857, various complications arose between the two munici- 
palities regarding existing liabilities and the gravel roads to be 
assumed by each. Logan submitted a demand for £2,500 as an 
equitable adjustment. To this claim Messrs. Matheson and Hicks, 
who acted for Mitchell, demurred. They asked that, preparatory 
to settlement, a full statement of claims be laid before them. 
Logan in turn objected, and asked for arbitration. Mitchell's 
representatives pointed out that in their opinion £97, 16s., 9d. 
would be a fair and equitable adjustment, which they were pre- 
pared to pay. Negotiations were now broken off, Logan refusing 
further discussion on a question where both parties were decidedly 
apart in their views. An amicable settlement was ultimately 
reached by Logan assuming the liability for completing the 
Logan road. This amounted to £1,625. It was further decided 
that this agreement should be ratified by both parties, Mitchell 
paying the township £125 as her share of debt on that portion 
w 











hin the town limits. 

In November another by-law was passed authorizing a further 
issue of debentures for £1,250 to complete the road ; last loan 
In January, 1858, two toll gates 








for gravel road improvement. 


were erected, No. 1 near Mitchell, and No. 2 a short distance 
north of Hagarty’s hotel, at Bornholm. Tolls were collected for 
several years at those gates, until action was taken by the county 
council for their removal. In 1868 Mr. D. D. Hay presented a 
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report recommending the county to assume all gravel roads, and 
remove the gates. These recommendations were accepted by the 
county, and the gates removed. The county council afterwards 
divested itself of these roads by placing them under the control of 
the municipalities, where they have remained ever since. 

We may be permitted to say, before taking leave of this subject, 
that placing toll gates on public roads was unpopular from their 
inception. A direct impost of this kind was not in harmony with 
the feelings of democratic Canadians. The experience of this 
township with toll gates was of a piece with all other sections of 
this county. A tax demanded every five miles, for travelling a road 
made by their own money, was contributed grudgingly by the 
people, This tax never exceeded $2,000 per annum, which might 
have been taken from the general fund. The gates were sold by 
auction each year to the highest bidder. Competition induced from 
strangers higher prices than could be afforded with any margin of 
profit for their labour as collectors. The lessee frequently could 
not discharge his obligations, and the council had recourse to his 
sureties, always an unpleasant measure, often leading to hardship. 

To obviate these difficulties and release themselves from further 
responsibility in this matter, another and more doubtful course 
was adopted. This was leasing the road or farming its franchises. 
This highway was, therefore, leased to Mr. S. Hornibrook for 
$1,001 per annum, who was to keep it in repair, and collect those 


rates imposed or authorized by the council. This plan opened 


every avenue for discontent and litigation. However satisfactory 
the roadway may have been while it remained under municipal 
control, it became in wretched condition in a surprisingly short 
period after it passed into the hands of Mr. Hornibrook, so it was 
alleged. At the termination of one year complaints were loud and 
deep, and extreme measures were threatened unless it was placed 
in good repair. The lessee pointed out that there was no cause 
for complaint, the highway being in much better condition than 
when it came under his management. A law suit would un- 
doubtedly have resulted had not the county council solved the 
problem. This body proposed to buy the road, offering therefor 
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$10,000. The council could not see their way clear to disposing 
of a piece of property that would actually cost no less than 
$100,000 before the debt was liquidated, and of which sum at 
least $50,000 was still due. Wise counsels, however, prevailed, 
and it was sold. This agreement made with the county 
afforded an excellent opportunity for Mr. Hornibrook to retaliate 
on the council. His lease had not expired, and he was, therefore, 
entitled to some consideration for cancellation of his contract. 





He asked $450. The council considered this such an exorbitant 
demand that they would not even consent to negotiate. A settle- 
ment had to be made, and the matter was referred to arbitration 
(Mr. D. D. Hay being one of the court), and subsequently disposed 
of in a manner satisfactory to all parties. This did not end the 
gravel road question in Logan. When the county council assumed 
the toll roads, it was no doubt intended to restore them to the 
municipalities in which they were located, This method placed 
them under the immediate jurisdiction of local councils, who could 
apply statute labour in keeping them in repair. A deed of this 
Logan road was, therefore, sént to the council. Such had been 
their experience with gravel roads that if a bombshell had been 
laid on the table it could not have created greater consternation 
than this innocent looking document. With trepidation and fear 
the council passed a motion that their legal right, as expressed in 
this document, should be returned from whence it came. Having 
disposed of this important affair, they gradually ‘resumed a 
demeanor of grand and dignified repose. This action of the 

















county council removed gravel road questions from municipalities, 
and the wisdom which brought about these results is appreciated 
by every ratepayer in this county to-day. 

1859 was a dark and gloomy one for Logan, as it was for all 
sections of this county. A failure of crops in the season previous 
brought great hardships to many a struggling and deserving 
family. A circumstance of this kind now does not seriously injure 





a progressive farmer. Forty years ago it was very different., 
When the balance constantly wavered between success and irre- 
trievable disaster, the beam was easily turned in that direction 
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which rendered vain all effort to restore it to its wonted level. In 
this township 170 applications (or one in every three of its settlers) 
was sent in for relief from the fund opened by the county council. 
Who can tell the misery and patient suffering in those lonely 
shanties, even at that late day, amongst our old pioneers? Ah! 
Yes; who can tell? God only knows. 

Conditions in Logan at this period were such as might have 
caused uneasiness in her public men, She had incurred heavy 
liabilities in constructing gravel roads, which would require years 
to liquidate. A failure of crops in 1858 had placed one-third of 
her farmers as recipients of relief. Those great swamps where 
rivers have their source, comprising one-fifth of her area, were 
still unproductive, except in malarial diseases. Notwithstanding 
these difficulties she still retained confidence in ultimate success. 
To this feeling we must attribute that aggressiveness which has 
brought about such great results as are now found in this 
township. It required some years to place her pioneers in such 
conditions as warranted any further outlay, and excepting a new 
town hall, erected in 1869, none were incurred. 

In 1880 it was determined to inaugurate a system of drainage, 
which has been productive of great and lasting good. By adopt- 
ing this policy thousands of acres have been rendered productive 
which were once considered as beyond reclamation. If large 
sums have been spent for this purpose, no better investment could 
have been made. A largely increased assessment roll is proof of 
this result. A loan of $12,482 was, therefore, obtained as a test 
of this new scheme, A first effort was singularly effective. 
Further sums were obtained, until a total of $30,000 has been 
invested, effecting a marvellous improvement. It is not a matter 
of historical value where and how this amount has been expended. 
It is enough to know that every acre in Logan is now, or soon 
will be, available for agricultural purposes. 

By referring to the auditors’ report of 1901, liabilities for drain- 
age amount to $3,120, with an expenditure during that year of 
$2,660. The total receipts set forth by this audit amount to 
$28,810, a very large sum, indeed; of which $17,284 was raised 
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by tax 
is assessed at $16,650. As in all rural municipalities, population 
in this township has decreased, being at present 2,807. 

School buildings being of recent construction, are equal to any 
in Perth County. As in other townships, Logan council has had 
a constant source of annoyance in forming, altering and extending 
school sections. Present arrangements are a division into ten 
districts, with several unions and one separate school. 

While the people have not been characterized by strong temper- 
ance proclivities, this township never had more than four hotels, 


ion. There is still a portion of unimproved land, which 





—at present only two. In every section now are evidences of 
wealth and comfort, and her people seem refined, contented, and 
happy, with a high standard of morality, and a laudable reverence 
for the sacred principles of Christianity so distinctive everywhere 
in Perth County. 

We submit a list of public men and their periods of service from 
1850 to the present :— 

‘Reeves. —1850, John Hicks ; 1851, Wm. Rath; 1852, John C. 
, Robert Christie ; 1836-7, Thos. Matheson ; 1858, 
Robert Jones; 1859-61, Alexander Campbell ; 1862-79, R. Jones 
1880, Tom Coveney; 1881-91, R. Jones ; 1892-5, T. Coveney; 
1896, John Benneweis ; 1897-1901, Wm. McKenzie ; 1902, John 
Rudolph. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1863, Henry Metcalf (first deputy) ; 1864-5, 
Jas. Murray ; 1866-9, Robert Keyes ; 1870-4, Wm. Etty ; 1875-6, 
Wm. Thompson ; 1877-8, R. Keyes ; 1879, Philip Siebert ; 1880, 
George Rock ; 1881-2, Alex. Stewart ; 1883, John Linton ; 1884, 
Francis Jacobs ; 1885, Jas. Woods ; 1886, George Adams ; 1887, 
Stephen F. Hickey; 1888-9, Tom Coveney; 1890, R. Keyes; 
1891-2, Gustave Eisler; 1893, John Francis; 1894, John Ritz ; 
1895-6, Thos. Reidy ; 1897-8, J. Francis. 

Councillors, 1850, Edward Prindeville, Wm. Bull; Robert 
Christie, Patrick Collins ; 1851, Jas. Carpenter, Thos. Alcock, 
Richard Hill, P. Collins ; 1852, Oliver McArthur, R. Hill, E. 
Prindeville, Jas. Carpenter; 1853-4, T. Collins, Thos. Matheson, 
J. Hicks, W. Smith; 1855, J. Hicks, Thos. Matheson, P. Collins, 
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Jas. Campbell; 1856, J. Hicks, R. Christie, John Henry, P. 
Collins ; 1857, P. Collins, Peter Shean, R. Christie, J, Henry ; 
1858, Alex. Campbell, P. Collins, J. Henry, Zachariah Ellig- 
son; 1859, P. Collins, John Wade, Alex. Purser, Wm. Robb ; 
1860-1, Robert Jones, P. Collins, A. Purser, Wm. Robb; 1862, 
Alex. Purser, H, Metcalf, Samuel Hornibrook, David Oughton ; 
1863, A. Purser, S. Hornibrook, Wm. Robb; 1864, S. Horni 
brook, Henry Kenoke, Christian Saakell ; 1865, C. Saakell, R. 
Keyes, H. Metcalf; 1866, Wm. Robb, J. Wade, G. Rock ; 1867, 
G. Rock, Jas. Edwards, P, Shean; 1868-9, G. Rock, Alex. 
Stewart, Wm. Etty; 1870, A. Stewart, Wm. Thompson, G. 
Rock; 1871, G. Rock, A. Stewart, P. Shean; 1872, G. Rock, 
Wm. Thompson, Wm. Robb; 1873, Wm. Robb, Wm. Thompson, 
Alex. Stewart ; 1874, Alex. Stewart, G. Rock, Arthur Stewart ; 
1875, Wm. McLagan, G. Rock, John Hagarty ; 1876, G. Rock, 
J. Hagarty, Philip Siebert ; 1877, Alex. Stewart, Wm. McLagan, 
Philip Siebert; 1878, Wm. McLagan, G. Rock, J. Francis ; 
1879, Wm. McLagan, G. Rock, Alex. Stewart; 1880, P. 
Siebert, Adam Cook, R. Keyes; 1881, R. Keyes, J. Linton, 
Wm. Smith ; 1882, R. Keyes, J. Linton, Wm. Bryne; 1883, R. 
Keyes, Wm, Bryne, J. Francis ; 1884, Jas. Wood, George Adam, 
Stephen Nicholson ; 1885, Francis Jacob, S. Nicholson, G. Adam; 
1886, Jas. Woods, Stephen F. Hickey, Chas. Querrengesse 
1887, Chas. Querrengesser, G. Adam, Henry Tubb; 1888, G. 
Adam, R. Keyes, Wm. Bauer; 1889, R. Keyes, Wm. Bauer, 
Gustave Eisler ; 1890, Jas. Wood, G. Eisler, Wm. Bauer; 1891, 
Wm. Smith, Wm. Bauer, Thos. Reidy; 1892, Wm. S. Smith, 
Thos. Reidy, J. Francis ; 1893, Thos. Reidy, John Ritz, Louis 
Becker; 1894, Thos. Reidy, L. Becker, Wm. Harvey; 1893, 
Wm. McKenzie, J. Rit, Wm. S, Smith ; 1896, Wm. McKenzie, 
J. Ritz, J. Prancis ; 1897, R. A. McLagan, Wm. S, Smith, John 
Rudolph ; 1898, Wm. S. Smith, J. Rudolph, Patrick Bohan ; 
1899, J. Francis, J. Rudolph, P. Bohan, Wm. S. Smith ; 1900-1, 
J. Rudolph, Wm. Thompson, Jas. Moffatt, P. Bohan ; 1902, Jas. 
Moffatt, P. Bohan, J. Ritz, T. A. Wood. 

Clerks.—1850, Robert Cana, 1851-2, William Bell; 1853-8, R. 
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R. Cana; 1859-66, Wm. Smith; 1867-76, Tom Coveney; 1877-89, 
Wm, Featherstone ; 1890-1902, Francis Jacob. 

Treasurers. —1850-6, E. Greensides (resigned), E. J. Woods ; 
1857, Thos. Matheson ; 1858, Robert Christie; 1859, Thos. Hill, 
sr; 1860, Wm. Smith; 1861-2, Thos. M. Murray; 1863-76, 
Thos. Leggatt ; 1877-96, Thos. Pascoe ; 1897-9, William Squire; 
1900-2, T. M. Linton. 

“Assessors.—1850, Henry Camden, Wm. Carter; 1851, Thos. 
Kiterson; 1852, Patrick Collins ; 1853, Joseph Kiterson ; 1854, 
Jas. Campbell ; 1855, Wm. Smith ; 1836, Jas. Campbell ; 1857-8, 
John Hornibrook ; 1859, John Aikins ; 1860-2, Thos. Leggatt ; 
1863-4, John Purser ; 1865, Thos. Elliott ; 1866, Tom Coveney ; 
1867, Wm. Thompson ; 1868-9, John Dwyre, Henry Mordie; 
1870-2, Jeremiah Regan; 1873, John Dwyre; 1874, J. Regan; 
1875, Thos. Elliott ; 1876, Alex. Stewart ; 187, J. Regan; 1878, 
Wr. Pendergrast; 1879, Wm. Thompson ; 1880, Wm. C. Smith; 
1881-3, J. Regan ; 1884, Wm. McLagan ; 1885, J. Regan ; 1886, 
J. Dwyre, 1887-8, J. Regan j 1889-90, J. Dwyrej 1891, R. J. 
Barr; 1892-6, J. Dwyre; 1897, R. J. Barr; 1898-1902, S. J- 
burne. 

Collectors. —1850, Thos. Freeman ; 1851-5, Peter Shean; 1856, 
Jas. Kiterson; 1857, Edward Prindeville; 1858, John Henry, sr; 
1859-61, John Kenney; 1862-3, John Hornibrook; 1864-71, Arthur 
Stewart; 1872, Michael Collins; 1873, Jeremiah Regan ; 1874, 
Thos. Elliott; 1875-6, John Wade; 1877, Stephen Hickey; 1878, 
Francis Jacob ; 1879, S. Hickey; 1880, F. Jacob; 1881-5, Arthur 
Stewart ; 1886-96, Wm. Bushfield; 1897-1902, Thos. Reidy. 

‘Auditors, 1850-1, Tom Coveney, Thos, Matheson; 1852, Thos. 
Matheson, Wm. Matheson; 1853, Alex. Christie, Adam Mulhol- 
land; 1854, Tom Coveney, John Cumberland; 1855-6, Tom 
Coveney, John C. Smith ; 1857, Alex. Campbell, J. C. Smith; 
1858, Wm. Robb, J. C. Smith; 1859, Tom Coveney, Jas. Prinde- 
ville; 1860, R. Christie, John Quinsey; 1861, R. Christie, R. J. 
Smith; 1862, Tom Coveney, J. Quinsey; 1863, Jas. Wilson, Wm. 
Stewart; 1864, Jas. Wilson, Wm. Prindeville; 1865, Tom Coveney, 
Wm. Robb; 1866, Jas. Wilson, J. Quinsey; 1867, Jas. Wilson, J- 
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Aikens; 1868, J. Quinsey, J. Kenney; 1869, J. Smith, J. Quinsey; 
1870-1, J. C. Smith, Jas. Prindeville; 1872, Jas. Wilson, J. Wade; 
1873, J. Wade, J. Waugh; 1874, Francis Jacob, Richard Sarvis; 
1875, F. Jacob, Jas. Prindeville; 1876, J. Waugh, Richard Sarvis; 
1877, F. Jacob, Thos. Pascoe; 1878, J. Aikens, Peter Shean; 1879, 
Louis Pushelbury. W. S. Smith; 1880, L. Pushelbury, J. Prinde- 
ville; 1881-3, L. Pushelbury, Peter Campbell; 1884, J. Waugh, L. 
Pushelbury; 1885-7, L. Pushelbury, T. Campbell; 1888-9, T. Camp- 
bell, W. S. Smith; 1890-2, L. Pushelbury, T. Campbell; 1893-4, 
John Rudolph, J. Aikens; 1895-6, J. Rudolph, Chas. C. Rock; 
1897, J. Aikens, Wm, Rock; 1898, Marvin Leake, T. W. Pushel- 
bury; 1899, M. Leake, C. C. Rock; 1900, T. W. Pushelbury, M. 
Leake; rgor, T. W. Pushelbury, M. Leake; 1902, C. C. Rock, 
Marvin Leake. 





























CHAPTER XX. 


ELMA. 


Elma, the largest township in Perth County, was named in 
honour of Lady Elma, a daughter of Lord Elgin, who was at 
one period Lieutenant-Governor of Upper and Lower Canada, It 
was surveyed in 1848 by Mr. James W. Bridgland, but not 
approved by the Government till 1853, when, on a report made by 
Mr. John Grant, P.L.S., it was entered for sale in 1854. All 
that portion comprising from the first to the tenth concessions was 
set apart as school lands. This section amounted to about 40,000 
acres. The balance of the township was held simply as Crown 
land. 

Elma is now considered one of the best townships in thi 
county, although for many years its aspect to an ordinary settler 
was not encouraging. Nearly everywhere it is an unbroken level. 
A large portion is not even undulating. In no portion does its 
surface rise to such a heighth as, by the most reckless application 
of terms could be denominated a hill. Somewhat less than fifty 
years ago it was considered an irreclaimable swamp. Here, as in 
other sections of our county, pioneer hands have triumphed over 
nature, removing all obstacles to success. Splendid farm build- 
ings, fences, good roads, and good schools, are trophies of their 
untiring perseverance and skill. A system of drainage has been 
inaugurated which has transformed Elma, rendering every acre 
available for agriculture. It is an established fact, well known to 
Canadian farmers, that swamp land, when such vegetable matter 
as has accumulated on its surface has been removed by fire or 
otherwise and properly drained, affords a soil inexhaustible in 
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fertility. Of this character is a large portion of Elma. Lands in 
the townships south of the Huron road produce in proportion 
to their manurial support, while lands in this municipality will 
retain their fertility for an indefinite period without those stimu- 
lants necessary on heavy clays. 

Evidences are yet noticeable of early settlement on many high- 
ways, in the remains of old crossways. These corduroy roads 
had been constructed by the laborious efforts of old settlers as a 
means of traversing the swamps which abounded everywhere. 
‘As sometimes happens in level lands, road material is fairly plenti- 
ful. This has led to rapid improvement in roadways, which are 
not inferior to the average highway in Perth County. The 
system of agriculture pursued by the people of Elma was one 
admirably adapted to their condition and the nature of their land. 
In 1868 Mr. D. D. Hay established a private cheese factory, with 
thirty cows. At this period, also, Hon. Thomas Ballantyne had 
introduced co-operative dairying into this county, at Black Creek, 
near Stratford. In 1868 Mr. A. J. Collins, now of Listowel, who 
was owner of lot 15, concession 6, called a meeting preparatory to 
establishing a factory. In the ensuing year Mr. Robert Cleland 
and Mr. Robert Turnbull opened other factories. The success 
attending their efforts inspired others. Co-operative factories 
were soon opened at Monkton, Elma, Elma Bank, and Newry. 
In a short time this township was contributing to ten or eleven 
factories. 

Immense quantities of cheese were being now turned out, and 
over Goo tons per annum were annually exported, realizing very 
large sums for the patrons who supported them. 

In 1901 the product of nine factories in this township amounted 
to about goo tons. The market value of these goods at an average 
Price of g cents per Ib. would realize to the people of Elma over 
$160,000 for this department of farm products alone. This is 
certainly a very large sum. During the last thirty years, since 
the inception of this system, Elma has made marvellous progress. 
The vast amounts received for cheese have enabled the people to 


carry out improvements in drainage and road making which 
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would have been impossible under other conditions. As a natural 
result property has advanced in value. In her fine farm houses 
comfort and, indeed, luxury will be found. If her soil is now pro- 


e in any branch of farm industry it must not be forgotten 








due 
that it has cost a large expenditure of money to make it so. I 
am impressed with the feeling that no settlers had greater difficul- 
ties to contend with than those in Elma, and none have been more 
successful. This must be attributed to their abiding faith in and 
constant watchfulness over the dairy cow. Whatever may be the 
future of this industry, Elma is now in a position to adopt any 
system of agriculture. Dairying has laid the foundation of suc- 
cess, and prosperity will now depend on the ability of her péople to 
raise a superstructure of progress by adapting themselves to those 
peculiar exigencies arising in their calling. There is no township 
in this county, or I may say in Ontario, where such splendid 
results have been obtained in dairying as are to be found in Elm 
There is a debt of gratitude owing to those pioneers who intro- 
duced and watched over an interest of such incalculable import- 
ance to our agriculture as that of dairying, We are proud in our 
humble way to add our testimony, and record those names who 
have contributed so much to furthering this great industry for the 
advancement of our farmers. In Newry factory a class of goods 
has been produced that at the World’s Exhibition has borne away 
the trophy from all competitors for superior excellence. This 
establishment is manipulated by the Morrison family, old pioneer 
stock. As to the number of awards made to this factory and their 
value in money I am unable to say. At the Indian and Colonial 
Exhibition, London, England, several medals were obtained, in- 
cluding silver, bronze, and gold medals. At the Industrial, 
Toronto; Western, London; World’s Fair, Chicago (where 
Canada had the proud distinction of carrying away to her conces- 
sion lines two-thirds of the whole awards for dairy products), and 
at the Pan-American, in Buffalo, Elma carried away the highest 


























honours, gold medals being awarded to Newry factory. The 
invention of the Babcock tester, which has to some extent revo- 
lutionized our dairy system in this country, by introducing a plan 
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of payment by results, or for the amount of fat contained in the 
original product, Elma factory was first to introduce. Every new 
method brought forward to improve the quality of goods turned 
out has been promptly investigated by the managers of those 
factories, and, where real improvements could be gained, was as 
promptly adopted. Eternal watchfulness and eager adaptation 
are always a means of success. This faculty, combined with 
those extraneous conditions existing in this township for pro- 
ducing high class goods, has made dairying a success. While 
would be impossible for a historian to point out in this industry 
all those who have contributed to its advancement, such names as 
Hon. Thomas Ballantyne, D. D. Hay, A. J. Collins (who estab- 
lished the first factory), Robert Cleland, Robert Turnbull, and the 
Morrisons are indelibly written on the historic page of Elma’s 
dairy history. In a township whose natural condition was such 
as that of Elma, those agricultural industries pursued in other 
sections of this county could not have been so successful. The 
great swamps in many parts of this municipality, after the timber 
was removed, were untillable, Amongst the stumps, however, 
the cow found such grasses as gave a generous performance at 
the pail. This, with those doctrines preached everywhere and on 
all occasions by Mr. Ballantyne, soon taken up by her dairy- 
men, produced the best results. 

Settlement in Elma began in 1848 by the arrival of Mr. George 
Code, although even he was, it is said, piloted through the woods 
by a “squatter,” named Tennant. Be that as it may, Mr. Code 
applied for and received a grant of 500 acres of land from Govern- 
ment, building a saw mill at what was supposed at that time 
would be a commercial centre. A town plot was laid out and 
named Trowbridge, but, like many other speculations of this kind, 
it maintained its future existence only on paper. As making a 
way for commercial greatness, Mr. Code opened a road through 
the woods on the west side of the stream, passing Jackson’s and 
Twamley’s, through what is now Listowel, and north to Wallace- 
ville. All this was likely to occur, but it must have been several 
years subsequent to Mr. Code’s arrival, Mr. Twamley did not 
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reach Elma till 1850, and Wallaceville did not exist on paper 
even till some years later. Apart from those who entered this 
township through Mornington, which was a small number com- 
paratively, the largest portion of Elma pioneers came from the 
south. What is known as the Logan road was opened previous 
to a survey being made in Elma, and was a pathway by which 
this new country could be reached more easily than by any other 
route. Amongst the old settlers were Bingham Brothers, Robert 
and William; the Gibson family, settling in north-west. John and 
Samuel Ritchie were also early settlers. In the east we have 
Hamilton, Boyd, Coghlin, Graham, and Lowry. In the centre, 
east near Donegal, the Buchanans settled at a very early day. 
Elma township has a mixed population, Scotch in some sections 
predominating. 

From some inexplicable reason this municipality appears to have 
been indifferently treated by the Government in regard to a share 
of their improvement fund. On all Government lands sold 3734 
cents per acre, and on all school lands 50 cents per acre were to be 








returned to the municipality as an improvement fund. These 
arrangements were made and fairly well carried out in Wallace, 
but in 1861 the Government, for some reason, appeared to repu- 
diate this obligation to Elma altogether. The public men of that 
period, particularly D. D. Hay, after years of almost hopeless 
exertion, succeeded through a committee of Parliament in obtain- 
ing its restoration. This continued only for a short period, when 
payments were again allowed, to lapse. Mr. Robert Cleland, 
reeve of Elma, was faithful to the trust placed in him at that time, 
and was instrumental in obtaining a settlement, which has been 
carried out by the Government. 

Pioneer operations were rapidly followed by those rural indus- 
tries which enabled the settler more conveniently to prosecute his 
calling. Villages soon sprang up as if by magic. The most 
important business centre in this township was last to be founded, 
and did not come into existence until subsequent to constructing” 
the southern extension of the W., G. & B. Railway, in 1875. 
This place is now known as Atwood. About 1850 Charles Coulter 
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located in Elma, where he afterwards opened a post office, named 
Newry, in which he was postmaster till 1864. During that year 
Daniel Falconer built a general store in Newry, and was followed 
by Thomas Fullarton. A hotel was erected in 1856, and a 
blacksmith shop by John Morrison. Newry for several years was 
@ prosperous village, being centrally located equidistant from 
Listowel and Monkton. In 1875 the W., G. & B. Railway was 
built, and the first locomotive whistle on this road seemed to 
sound like a death-knell to future prosperity in Newry. About 
half a mile north of the village a station was erected, which was 
known as Newry Station. Another post office was also opened, 
known also by that name. This led to confusion in mail matter, 
and it was determined to adopt a new name. In 1851 a log 
tavern had been erected by one William Blair. This house of 
public entertainment and its environs were known as Elma Centre, 
Newry station soon outstripped its sister villages in commercial 
importance, and to remove those postal inconveniences in connec- 
tion with names a change had to be made. A public meeting was 
called, and several names suggested ; amongst others were Lad. 

bank, Dunedin, and Renwick, all quite euphonious. Mr. Renwick 


was the apostle of Presbyterianism in this section, and his co- 


religionists were desirous of honouring him through the name of 
this new town. The other names brought forward are quite 
Suggestive of the nationality of the pioneer settlers in this 
neighbourhood. Over such a momentous question as naming a 
new town, discussion was animated and prolonged. Diversity 
of opinion and persistent disputation seemed to threaten a 
Possible solution. In this dilemma a young lady suggested the 
name “‘Atwood,” which was hailed by opposing orators with 
delight, and brought to a happy and peaceful termination this 
terrible struggle. Since that period Atwood has become a place 
of importance, with a population of over 700 souls. Several brick 
blocks have been erected, and excellent sidewalks laid for public 
convenience. Here are also express, telegraph, and newspaper 
offices, good hotels, and stores of every description, where goods 
can be obtained to satisfy the most fastidious tastes. Meantime a 
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grist mill, saw mill, flax mill, and a planing mill have been erected, 
giving employment to a large number of men. There is also a 
factory where washing machines, tanks, and screen doors are 
manufactured, with other small woodenware. 

No history of this progressive village would be complete with- 
out special mention of its spacious private residences, These are 
of a high class, and often equal, if not superior, to those found in 
older places, both as to architectural design and appointments. 
In keeping with other improvements, education has not been neg- 
lected. An excellent school building has been erected, where an 
average of 115 pupils attend daily for instruction, Two teachers 











are employed—Mr. Anderson, who is principal, with one female 
assistant. : 

‘Atwood has an excellent public library of over 1,500 volumes, 
and, like all other business centres, among its citizens are repre 
sentative of nearly all the benevolent societies, in numerous 
instances doing a great work for the amelioration of the people. 

(On January 17th, 1890, was issued the first copy of the A‘zeood 
Bee, by R. S. Pelton, This paper, through the energy and ability 
of its proprietor, has been a great success. It is most creditable 
to Mr. Pelton that in its columns from time to time can be’ found 
a really valuable historical record of a large section of this county. 
From a small beginning the Bee, in rgo1, was removed into a new 
brick building, fully equipped as a first-class printing-office. 
During 1902 the present editor and proprietor, Mr. Anderson, 
came into possession of the Bee, Mr. Pelton having sold and 
acquired a large business in another section. 

Monkton, situated partly in Logan but largely in Elma, owes 
its origin to the construction of the Logan gravel road. In 1857 
Mr. T. M. Daly, who was contractor on the highway, erected a 
blacksmith shop, the first building in Monkton, With Mr. Daly 
as clerk was a young man named Dunsmore, now Dr. Dunsmore, 
of Stratford, who erected a store. Almost simultaneously sprang 
up two hotels—one in Logan the other in Elma. During 1857 @ 
sawmill was built by Mr. Winstanley, who had obtained a grant 
of 1,000 acres in 1855 in aid of this project. At this time also 
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arrived James McKenzie, who opened a post office. A number of 
settlers were now gathered around this new village, amongst 
whom were the families of Dobbs, Stewart, Holman, Golightly, 
McKenzie, Merryfield, and Reice. Meantime educational facilities 
were demanded. The Church, through an old pioneer preacher, 
was putting forth her efforts in this new field. In support of these 
conditions, the store which had been erected by Mr. Dunsmore 





formed from an emporium for distributing material 
things to a place for disseminating educational and religious re- 
quirements. In 1870 another school was erected, which in 1888 
was replaced by the present structure. On completion of the gravel 
road a stage route was opened from Mitchell to Newry, which is 
still continued daily as a means of transmitting mail matter 
between these points, In 1883 a third hotel was built. Monkton 
at one period had a match factory, two saw mills, planing mill, 





shingle mill, tannery, with several business houses. It is still a 
pretty country village, containing an excellent hotel, some beauti- 
ful residences, and good business places. The surrounding 
country is unexcelled for agricultural purposes. 

The village of Henfryn, situated partly in Elma and partly in 
Grey, is a station of the W.,G. & B. Railway, and has a few 
business places. 





Donegal, in a splendid section of agricultural country, has a 
store and post office. The first settlers near this place were 
Buchanans (seven brothers), Little, Mason, Hemphill, Wilson, 
Harvey and Irwin. 

Trowbridge, situated on the Maitland river, about six miles 
south-west of Listowel, was surveyed for a town plot, and is the 
oldest village in Elma. Like Poole, in Mornington, its streets 
are still silent and unbuilt. It is true that man proposes, but the 
exigencies of trades disposes. Trowbridge is an attractive little 
village, with the usual business places, 
200 inhabitants, 

The pioneer Methodist minister in Elma was Rev. John Arm- 
strong, who preached in the shanties of old settlers from the 
earliest period of settlement. Following Mr. Armstrong came 





nd a population of about 
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Rev. Mr. Dyer, who was the first minister appointed by Confer- 
ence to Elma as a separate mission. The young tree was first 
planted near Trowbridge, which in Elma has been a prolific one, 
indeed. From Trowbridge, during Mr. Dyer's pastorate, services 
were held at Mr. Code’s house, at Mr. Bingham's (now Atwood), 
Mr. Patterson's (now Carthage), Mr. Hacking’s (now Listowel), 
Mr. McKee’s (now Molesworth), and at Mr. Tindal’s (now Ethel.) 
From these points radiated the principles of Methodism through- 
out Elma. So far there was not a single church in the township. 
In 1858, during Mr. Hunt’s pastorate, a small frame building, 
32 x 44, was erected at Trowbridge. A great revival had been held 
by Rev. Mr. Dyer, and kept up for several weeks in the woods, 
the first practical result of which was the building of this edifice. 
Another frame church was erected a few years later on the 4th 
concession, and removed to Trowbridge in 1872. Subsequent to 
Methodist Union in 1883 this building was sold to the Anglican 
church, who conducted services there until 1890, when they were 
iscontinued. In 1868 Listowel and Wallace were detached from 
Trowbridge, and established as a separate mission, with Rev. 
Nelson Brown as first minister. Trowbridge was, therefore, a 
self-supporting mission, under Rev. John Hough, until 1874, when 
Henfryn became an appointment. In 1883 a further change was 
made, under Rev. Mr. Bray. Henfryn tached to Ethel, and 
Trowbridge to Atwood. The present church in Trowbridge, 
erected in 1884, at a cost of $3,500, is a handsome building. This 
congregation is composed of over 100 members, under the pastorate 
of Rev. Mr. Bristol. These arrangements were temporary, how- 
ever, and Atwood became a separate station, comprising Donegal 
and the Jubilee church. This mission, under the energetic mini 
strations of Rev. E, A. Fear, is quite progressive, with a member- 
ship of 200 at Atwood and 60 at Donegal. The Sabbath school 
at the former has an attendance of 150 pupils, under Mr. James 
Turnbull ; and the latter has 75 pupils, under Mr. Emerson 
ond as superintendent. 

The pioneer Sabbath school in Elma was opened by Mr. Samuel 
Boyd, in 1859, near Atwood. He was superintendent, and pro- 
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cured that same year the first Sunday school library. Church 
work was begun in Donegal during 1864, services being held in 
the school house until a church was erected, The principal pro- 
moters of this congregation were the families of Vipond, Harvey, 
Squires, and Scott. In the Jubilee settlement services were con- 
ducted in a log school house until a church was erected in 1879. 
Since the union this mission has been discontinued. Provision 
has been made for the comfort and convenience of their pastor in 
this circuit by erecting a brick parsonage in Atwood, at a cost 
of $2,000. 

In 1886 an Episcopal church was organized in Atwood by Rev. 
Mr. Griffin, Services were held in the school house for about two 
years, when a frame edifice was constructed at a cost of about 
$1,200. This congregation, which was not large at its outset, 
has not increased, many members having removed to other 
sections. At present there is no regular minister. A Sabbath 
school, with about 30 pupils, is conducted by the Society of 
Ladies’ Aid, 

Earliest reminiscences regarding Presbyterianism indicate that 
Rev. Thomas McPherson, of Stratford, was the first who en- 
deavoured to establish a congregation in Elma. In 1858 he 
came to Trowbridge and preached in the Methodist church, which 
had then been completed. At this point he failed of success. He 

ected his attention to Elma Centre, and succeeded in 
i what is now Atwood Presbyterian church. The first 
sacrament was dispensed by Rev. Mr. McMullan, now of Wood- 
stock, in a school house on lot 21, con. 7, now removed. Re 
Mr. Anderson was also a pioneer minister. Rev. Robert Ren- 
wick was first stationed minister, continuing for twenty years. In 
1862 a frame church was erected, and was known as the Church 
of Elma Centre. This was long before the wildest dreamer ever 
thought of Atwood. Mr. Renwick was succeeded by Rev. Andrew 
Henderson, who was minister of Atwood and Monkton for four- 
teen years. Since establishment these congregations have made 
Steat progress, having in Atwood 361 members, and in Monkton 
tog. Rev. T. A. McLeod, M.A.,B.D., who was inducted in 
1897, is now pastor in both congregations. 
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No history of Presbyterianism in Elma would be complete with- 
out the name of William Lochhead, who was secretary of Atwood 
church for thirty years. This man was a fine specimen of an old 
pioneer —a kind, true-hearted Scotchman, His long period of 
public service, a note of which will be found elsewhere in this 
work, is a high tribute to his sterling character. He was a son of 
which his native county of Ayr may feel proud. The present 
session at Atwood is composed of James Dickson, John Dickson, 
Andrew Laidlaw, and Robert Anderson. 

Monkton Presbyterian congregation was organized about 1858, 
and services were held in the school house until 1866, when a 
building was erected, which is still used by the congregation. The 
session in this church are George Inglis, A. Atkins, and Robert 
Smith. In both Atwood and Monkton congregations are good 
Sabbath schools, with a large attendance of pupils. 

In Monkton is also the German Evangelical church, organized 
in April, 1889, by Rev. H. C. Landsky, with a membership of 
seven, During 1890 a church was erected of brick, at a cost of 
$1,200. This congregation has been progressive, and has at 
present a membership of about 220 souls, under the pastorate of 
Rev. B. Oldenburg. There is a Sabbath school, also, in connec- 
tion, having an average attendance of 50 pupils. 

With 1857 begins the municipal history of Elma. Prior to this 
period Logan, Elma, and Wallace formed one district for munici- 
pal purposes. A great influx of settlers, subsequent to opening 
the Logan road, rendered a change of government necessary, to 











meet the requirements demanded by a rapidly increasing popula- 
tion. Elma’s first council was composed of William Morrison, 
Joseph Lennon, Donald Gordon, Alexander Mitchell, and Robert 
Bingham, who met at Mr. Morrison’s house on January rgth, 
1857. Mr. Morrison was chosen reeve, He had also been 
appointed to call the first council meeting, preparatory to organ- 
ization. On this occasion, therefore, he was reve, returning 
officer, clerk, and “mine host” of the assembled wisdom of Elma. 
This meeting was a short one. Having chosen their reeve, a 


speedy adjournment was made. On January 22nd another meet- 
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ing was held, and Mr. Arthur Gordon appointed clerk. Another 
adjournment took place, whether from a paucity of business or in 
imitation of other legislative bodies history saith nothing. On 
February 4th another meeting was held, its first order of business 
being exactly in line with that of all rural council boards in this 
county. A petition was laid on the table praying that a new 
school section be formed on the gth and roth concessions. Thus 
began those difficulties in school districts which have continued 
almost ever since. 

Having disposed of this document, by laying it over for further 
consideration, officers were appointed. Mr. Gordon was confirmed 
in his position as clerk, Cornelius Cozens was appointed assessor, 
William Fennel collector, Arthur Gordon treasurer, and John 
Philips and Christopher Wilson auditors. Compensation allowed 
these officers was more liberal than in some other municipalities, 
The clerk was to receive $60; assessor, $55; collector, $65; 
treasurer, $15 ; auditors, each $3; and councillors, $2 per day 
while engaged in municipal business. By-laws were also passed 


regulating houses of public entertainment. The amount required 
to obtain a license to sell spirits, ale, &c., could not be considered 
prohibitory when $8 for a first-class, and $3 for a second-class 
license gave a right to sell for one year. A first or second-class 
house was not determined, as might be supposed, by the character 
of the building or accommodation required by law for the travelling 


public. Strange to say, location was a primary factor in fixing 
rates, and not the conveniences to be provided. This by-law states 
that all the taverns on the “town plot along the town line of 
Wallace shall be first-class, and those situated in the backward 
parts of the township are to be second-class.” At present such 
an arrangement would be preposterous, but in those old days in 
the backwoods, men did not fret themselves about terms, and 
not much about abstract principles. ‘They had a greater work to 
do, and they set themselves manfully to do it. 

At this meeting was presented a petition from Howick asking 
the support of Elma towards forming a new county. The council 
on this occasion unanimously voted nay. A very different opinion 
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animated this board a few years later on a similar question, The 
formation of new counties in western Ontario thirty or forty years 
ago was a sort of probationary stage in municipal life through 
which all passed. The rapid opening up of this country at that 
period was instrumental in bringing into existence a number of 
ing villages and towns, nearly all of which were ambitious of 
being county seats. In every one of such places were a number 
of men who were continually formulating plans for erecting new 
counties, with their own little hamlet as a centre. Arguments were 
not wanting showing clearly the advantages which would arise to 
the old bush-whacker if such a consummation could be brought 
about. The advocates of all such schemes (if we accept their 
word for it) were philanthropic and self-denying gentlemen, who 
lived and breathed only to serve the horny-handed farmer. To 
even hint that they might for a moment have any sinister end in 
view would arouse their righteous indignation. The casual 
acceptance of a remunerative position as a county officer would 
be an act of self-denial which they would make reluctantly, and 
could only be considered in the light of a patriotic duty which 
all men owe to their fellow citizens. Eloquent as were the 
appeals of those doughty apostles of municipal reform, they were 
quite ineffective on the champion of the logging fallow. If a 
backwoodsman could not make speeches, or repeat the arguments 
advanced by those patriots, he could control his vote, which, after 
all, is the true force of manhood. If convictions were made on 
the agricultural community at all (who would really have to bear 
all expense), it was against their will, and, of course, as Gold- 
smith says, ‘A man convinced against his will, is of the same 
opinion still.” In all fairness it must be acknowledged that the 
action of several of the public men in these northern townships, 
in their efforts to separate from Perth at an early period of our 
history, was not unsupported by good and sufficient reason. To 
say, however, that a separation would lead to a diminution of 
taxation, or a release from their share of the county debt already 
predicated for improvements, was to assume a position untenable. 
‘This view of the situation prevailed, and the original limits of 
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Perth County were retained. Responsibility for this disaffection 
will be found largely in the conduct of representatives from the 
south. Municipalities which never had the difficulties to contend 
with experienced in Elma, could not understand that an equaliza- 
tion of certain townships should be placed at $50 per acre, and 
others, apparently as favourably situated, at about two-thirds of 
that amount. That no intentional wrong was intended by the 
county council we truly believe. It was this continued and per- 
sistent effort of the county board to raise assessments in ‘the 
north which led to disaffection, and, on one occasion, to the 
verge of disruption. Burdens for local improvement were more 
oppressive in Elma than any other municipality, as will be noted 
further on. 

In 1857 the total assessment amounted to £51,614, or $206,456. 
‘This amount cannot be accepted as a fair valuation of all rateable 


property. Government land was not liable to assessment, and, of 
course, contributed nothing. In 1865 this proviso became intoler- 
able. By a decision of the law courts it was held to be illegal to 
collect taxes on unpatented lands, a right to re-enter being still 


vested in the government. Meantime about $20,000 had been 
disbursed for local improvements, Crown lands being equally 
benefitted. On this amount the municipality sustained a loss of 
about $14,000 on unpatented lands. In other words, those who 
had deeded their farms were responsible, not only for their own 
share of this debt, but for that on government land also. The 
incentive to a settler for prompt payment of his farm was thus 
taken away. The longer he left his patent with the government, 
so much longer would he be relieved of his portion of taxation. 
In this extremity a petition was sent to the.government praying 
that these lands be re-sold, or such action taken as would make 
them available for their just contribution to local improvements. 
This concession was finally obtained, and all lands were rendered 
available to taxation. 

Another loan, in 1859, was for £500, to aid settlers in purchas- 
ing seed, crops having in 1858 been a failure. This loan was 


part of that fund set apart by the county council which has been 
22 
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noticed in other parts of this work. In 1861 great dissatisfaction 
with the expense incurred on the gravel road was expressed, 
which, under government regulations regarding the sale of their 
lands, was most oppressive. An effort was made to dispose of it 
to the county. There is a saying that “‘it takes two to make a 
bargain,” and this fact in the present instance frustrated all their 
negotiations. Elma offered the road for £3,000, or $12,000. 
The county were ready to purchase at $2,400. This discrepancy 
in the price asked and amount offered terminated all negotiations 
abruptly, and Elma kept her road. During this year, also, the 
people petitioned the council to pass a prohibitory liquor law, 
which was not carried, 

While these obligations were being assumed by Elma, we have 
in 1865 a statement of estimates for that year, as follows: Toll 
gate rent, $700 ; licenses, $150; gravel road, rate on debentures, 
$a4o ; county and township rate, $3,977. These amounts were 
disposed of in a county rate of $3,317; non-resident tax, $300 ; 
officers’ salaries, $450; gravel road repairs, $1,000; total, $5,067. 
If we analyze this statement it will be found that the amounts 
required for county purposes is enormously large in comparison 
with other sums set apart for local improvements. It will also be 
observed that no mention is made of any receipts from govern- 
ment improvement fund. In Wallace a very large income 
derived from this source. Mornington also was the recipient of 
considerable sums; but there is no indication that Elma was 
favoured to so great an extent. When we consider, therefore, 
the inability of council to tax unpatented lands, thus laying the 
whole expense for improvements on those who had been so (shall 





as 


we say) unfortunate as to have secured their deeds; when we 
consider the non-payment of this improvement fund; when we 
consider a heavy county rate levied for county purposes, it is not 
a matter of surprise that discontent sprung up amongst the 
settlers, and a desire have been evinced for separation from 
their existing municipal connections. 
Prior to 1871 Elma had no railroad faci 





ies except the G. T. at 


Mitchell—the nearest point—being ten miles away. An agitation 
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had sprung up in Wallace and Mornington for an extension of 
the W.,G. & B. southward into Elma, In prosecution of this 
desirable project a bonus granting $30,000 to the enterprise was 
voted upon, carried, and finally passed by the council on Septem- 
ber 2sth. Elma’s existing debt at the period of submitting this 
by-law amounted to $24,700 for gravel road and other improve- 
ments. During this year the gravel road debt was discharged, 
leaving a net liability under by-law No. 104 of $30,000. A few 
years later a project for aiding the Stratford & Huron railway 
was submitted under by-law No. 152. This was carried, adding 
$10,000 to her liabilities. Elma’s debenture debt for railways 
alone, therefore, amounted to $40,000. 

While these roads have been a great advantage to her people, 
by affording a convenient outlet for produce, much yet remained to 
be accomplished. A few years later was introduced a system of 
drainage, which has been most beneficial to all concerned, By 
this innovation large tracts of swamp land have been transformed 
into beautiful and fertile farms. In June, 1879, was passed the 
first drainage by-law. Under its provisions a drain was opened 
from concessions 13 to 18, improving 3,748 acres of land. 
Hitherto this great section was unproductive, and unfit for agri 
cultural purposes. This drain cost $9,583, which was assessed 
against those lands directly benefitted. Costs and charges in 
prosecuting this scheme varied from $25 to $350 per hundred 
acres. If these sums seem large it must be remembered that 


previous to this expenditure these lands were valueless and unpro- 


ductive, but are now valuable and contributing a fair share to 
public improvement. 

This scheme, being successful, led to promoting others, and in a 
short time another and greater enterprise was introduced. A 
waterway extending from concession 12 to 18 was now to be 
opened at a cost of $25,000. This was a great expenditure, and 
has been amply productive of good results. From 1879 to the 
present time these questions of drainage have occupied the atten- 
tion of Elma council to a greater extent than all other duties 
devolving upon them. It is worthy of remark, also, as being 
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highly honourable to the public men of this township, that in all 
those multifarious conditions arising out of a prosecution of these 
improvements not a single case of peculation or dereliction of 
duty has been attributed to any of them. These schemes have 
been productive of great good, and although a large expenditure 
has been incurred in developing these resources, wealth has been 
increased in a marked degree. : 

It is well also to consider the public spirit evinced in prosecuting 
these internal improvements. It affords an excellent illustration 
of that administrative ability which has been drawn out and 
fostered by the Municipal Act. In those schemes so successfully 
manipulated, and in the management of those financial respon 
bilities incurred in their prosecution, foresight, and honourable 
conduct is apparant to all. At present there is yet undischarged 
a debt of $8,385 on railroad debentures. On dr: debted- 
ness the large sum of $75,000 has still to be liquidated, creating 
a heavy liability still resting on this municipality. While this may 
be so, these investments have been extremely profitable to all 




















concerned. 





this amount was levied for all purposes taxes amount 
$22,707, a very large sum. In any question of equalization those 
expenditures ought to be considered by those having so important 
a matter in charge. Population at present is 3,683; in 1861 it 
was 2,392. In 1861 Elma had 7,445 acres under cultivation. 
Fall wheat, 2 acres; spring wheat, 3,000 acres, producing 48,000 
bush. ; Barley, 709 bush. ; peas, 8,000 bush. ; oats, 18,000 bush. ; 
Indian corn, 3 acres; potatoes, 15,000 bush. ; turnips, 64,000 
bush.; mangolds, 50 bush.; carrots, 29 bush.; butter, 33,000 Ibs. 
; pleasure carriages, 10; carriages for hire, 2. 

st of officers extending from 1857 to 1902, and 





cheese, 5,600 Ibs. 





Annexed is a 
the period of service for each. 

‘Reeves. —1857, William Morrison; 1858, John Grant; 1859, 
Joseph Lennon ; 1860-6, D. D. Hay; 1867-9, Robert Cleland 
1870-3, Daniel Falconer ; 1874-5, R. L. Alexander ; 1876-7, R. 
Cleland; 1878-9, R. L. Alexander; 1880-7, Thos. J. Knox} 
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1888-91, R. Cleland; 1892-4, Thos. J. Knox; 1895-7, James 
Dickson ; 1898-9, Thos. J. Knox ; 1900-2, Jas. Donaldson. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1862, John Grant (first deputy) ; 1863-79, 
Samuel Roe; 1880-7, William Lochhead; 1888-90, W. Lochhead 
(first deputy), Young Coulter (second deputy); 1891, William 
Lochhead (first deputy), Thos. E. Hammond (second deputy) ; 
1892-4, W. J. Tughen (first deputy), Thos. E. Hammond (second 
deputy) ; 1895-6, Middis Jackson (first deputy), Thos. E. Ham- 
mond (second deputy); 1897, M. Jackson (first deputy), Samuel 
S. Rothwell (second deputy); 1898, S. S. Rothwell (first deputy), 
William Shearer (second deputy). Office abolished. 

Councillors. —1857, Donald Gordon, Alex. Mitchell, Robt. Bing- 
ham, Joseph Lennon; 1858, R. Bingham, D. D. Hay, John 
Stevenson, Joseph Buchanan ; 1859, Samuel Roe, George Jack- 
son, J. Stevenson, Joseph Carruthers ; 1860-1, C. Cosens, John 
Grant, H. Palmer, S. Roe; 1862, C. Cosens, H. Palmer, S. Roe; 
1863, J. Stevenson, Wm. Mitchell, C. Cosens ; 1864-5, J. Steven- 
son, Wm. Dunn, Wm. Mitchell ; 1866-8, Wm. Dunn, J. Steven- 
son, Jas, Bristow ; 1869, Wm. Dunn, Daniel Falconer, John 
Nixon ; 1870, W. E. Sharman, J. Nixon, Jas. Hammond; i871, 
Robert Moore, Aaron Laing, Joseph Johnson; 1872, Alfred 
Brewer, Wm. Lochhead, J. G. Alexander ; 1873-4, J. G. Alex- 
ander, Wm. Dunn, Joseph Johnson ; 1875, J. G. Alexander, Wm. 
Dunn, T. J. Knox ; 1876-7, J. G. Alexander, Wm. Lochhead, 
Jas. Smith ; 1878-9, J. G. Alexander, Wm. Lochhead, Charles 
McKenzie ; 1880, S. S. Rothwell, Wm. Keith, J. Smith; 1881, 
Wm. Keith, John Mann, Robert Dunn ; 1882-3, J. Mann, George 
Richmond, Wm. Dunn ; 1884-6, J. G. Alexander, G. Richmond, 
L. Pelton ; 1887, G. Richmond, L. Pelton, S. S. Rothwell ; 1888, 
S. S. Rothwell, Jacob Bray; 1889-90, J. Bray, G. Richmond ; 
1891, J. Bray, W. J. Tughen ; 1892, J. Bray, S. S. Rothwell; 
1893, S. S. Rothwell, Jas. Dickson ; 1894, James Hanna, J. H. 
Merryfield ; 1895-6, J. H. Merryfield, S. S. Rothwell; 1897, Wm. 
Shearer, Allan McMane; 1898, Allan McMane, Thos. Smith ; 
1899, S. S. Rothwell, Thos. Smith, Allan McMane, Jas. Donald 
Son; 1900-1, S. S. Rothwell, Thos. Smith, Wm. Wherry, Wm. 
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Coates; 1902, Wm. Wherry, Wm. Coates, Samuel Curry, Samuel 
Boyle. 

Clerks. 1857-63, Arthur Gordon ; 1864-72, Wm. D. Mitchell ; 
1873-1902, Thomas Fullarton. 

Treasurers.—1857-71, Arthur Gordon ; 1872, Robert Cleland ; 
1873-1900, Moses Harvey; 1go1-2, A. M. Sweeton. 

Assessors. —1857, Chas. Cosens ; 1858, George Jackson ; 1859, 

Chas. Coulter; 1850, R. Cleland; 1861, J. R. Foster; 1862, D. 
Gordon ; 1863, J. R. Foster ; 1864-73, Thos. J. Knox; 1874, A. 
Briley ; 1875-9, Thos. J. Knox; 1880, J. Nixon; 1881, A. J. 
Keellor ; 1882-4, J. Smith ; 1885, E. M. Alexander ; 1886-8, R, 
Morrison ; 1889-91, Wm. Shearer; 1892, John R. Hammond ; 
1893, Widdis Jackson; 1894-6, J. W. Rowland; 1897, Alex. 
Simpson ; 1898-9, Henry Smith ; 1900, W. H. Gilmer; 1901-2, 
John Hamilton. 
‘ollectors.—1857-8, Wm. Fennell ; 1859-65, James Shearer ; 
1866-8, Wm. Fennell; 1869-71, Moses Harvey; 1872, George 
Richmond; 1873-4, S. S. Rothwell; 1875-6, John Stevenson ; 
1877-9, Wm. Stewart; 1880-6, Young Coulter ; 1887-9, W. J. 
Tughan; 1890, R. Morrison; 1891-1902, James Duncan. 

Auditors. —1862, J. R. Foster, Robert Cleland; 1863, Alex 
Mitchell, R. Cleland; 1864-5, R. Cleland, Henry Thompson ; 
1866-7, A. Mitchell, Wm. Loghhead; 1868, Wm. Sharman, J. R. 
Code; 1869, Wm. Sharman, Wm. Lochhead; 1870, R. Alexander, 
Wm. Lochhead; 1871, W. Lochhead, Thos. Fullarton; 1872, 
George McGill, Thos. Fullarton; 1873, R. L. Alexander, Alex. 
McGregor; 1874-5, W. Lochhead, J. V. Poole; 1876-8, J. V. 
Poole, Arthur Gordon; 1879, A. Gordon, James Irvine; 1880, J. 
Irvine, Robert Code; 1881, J. R. Code, J. A. Turnbull; 1882-7, 
J. Irvine, Wm, Hammond; 1888, Thos. Smith, Wm. Shearer; 
1889-91, Thos. Smith, J. W. McBain; 1892-7, Thos. Smith, A. M. 
Sweeton; 1898, Wm. Lochhead, A. M. Sweeton; 1899-1901, 
A. M, Sweeton, up to June (resigned), Thos. G. Ratcliffe ; 1902, 
Thos. G. Ratcliffe, Thos. E. Hammond. 












































MorNINGTON OFFICERS FOR 1902. 
1. David Grieve, Reeve, 2 John Watson, Clerk. 3 James Reid, ‘Treasurer. 
4. David Swarizentruber, Councillor. 5. John Davidson, Councillor. 6 J. Me- 
; Gloy, Councillor. 7. R, Allingham, Coun 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


MORNINGTON 
This township was named in honour of Lord Mornington, a 
member of the British Government in the early: part of last 
century. It was surveyed by Mr. James W. Bridgland in 1848, 
and contained 50,725 acres of very fertile land. Topographically 
it may be described as a continuous block of level surface, undu- 
lating in certain sections; in others rising to a’moderate altitude, 
as at Milverton. On its south side it becomes more depressed as 
it nears those great swamps which at one period extended over a 
portion of Ellice. From the uniform excellence of soil progress in 
Mornington has been rapid. Farms are well cleared, fenced, and 
cultivated; buildings are substantial and modern in their structure 
and appointments, indicating intelligence and thrift in their owners. 
While indications of wealth and comfort, with that enterprise 
characteristic of Canadians, are abundantly evident, transportation 
facilities have been developed with some difficulty. Deposits of 
gravel so necessary in road building are not so frequent as in 
several other municipalities. Evolution in constructing highways 
has been equal to any other township in this county up to a 
certain point. An absence of gravel has, however, prevented that 
universal improvement in roads so noticeable elsewhere. This is 
a natural disadvantage difficult to overcome, and at certain seasons 
presents obstacles in transportation quite inconvenient to agricul- 
turists. It must not be inferred, however, that Mornington h: 
no good roads. On the contrary, many leading highways in this 
municipality are equal to the best in any section of Perth County. 
A system of agriculture has been pursued by farmers in this 
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township admirably adapted to its soil and natural conditions. 
This method has been one of mixed farming. While it is well 
adapted for growing cereals, raising stock, or dairying, no 
specialties have been introduced to any great extent in any of 
these departments, In some sections cheese factories have been 
introduced, creating a source of wealth to those patronizing them. 
Dairying has never attained to that prominence in Mornington 
in the adjoining township of Elma. There 











which has signalized it 
is evidence of abundant success in this township arising from 
present methods. Specialism in farm business is not a safe prin- 
ciple, and should never be followed except where conditions are 
unfavourable’ for mixed farming. By steadily adhering to this 
latter system success has been the result, 

Settlement in this township was largely from its eastern side. 
Following that great road through Wilmot and into the East- 
hopes as far as “Bell's Corners,” now Shakespeare, the pioneer 
turned northward to Mornington, True to the plan invariably 
followed by old settlers, the first trace of the courageous white 
man is found on that stream passing what is now Morningdale 
and Millbank. Years before a surveyor's blaze had marked the 
spot where some day the hum of a machine or loud laughter of 
school children would be heard, came the hardy backwoodsman, 
who began to unravel the tangled skein of pioneer life. 

In 1843 came John Chalmers and his two sons, John and Adam, 
jon two. About this period 











settling near the stream on conce 
also came the families of Forrest, Struthers and Connells, and 
“squatted” near that section which was afterwards set apart as 
a town plot, and known as Poole. Near the stream northward 
came, in 1847, James Reid, Robert Miller, Robert, John and 
William McKee; John Nicklin, John Gillespie, John Armstrong, 
with the families of Crawford, Henderson, Teskey, McMullen and 
Strachan. In 1848 came William Rutherford and John Freeborn, 
both of whom became prominent men. Nearly all of these were 
North of Ireland Scotch immigrants, and unacquainted with 
pioneer life. This intensified their difficulties in a marked degree. 
No survey having been made, they necessarily became squatters, 
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y of the 
government. When a survey was effected great hardship arose. 
Where a patch of clearing had been done and a shanty erected it 
not infrequently happened jhat a concession line would pass 
through the little plot of stumps and even compel the removal of 
the shanty to another location. ‘This frequently led to mutual i 
rectiminations between settlers without any means of obtaining iy 


and for any improvements were entirely at the mer 





redress. Of course the government were really not to blame for 





this state of affairs. Every 





squatter by his act of occupation 


certainly assumed all responsibility for his a: Remonstrances 





ii 





were made to government in cases of great hardship. Morn- 

ington at that period had no votes to give, and with that true 4 
nstinct of an average politician or party where no votes | 
involved, whatever those grievances may have been, the ruling 
power knew little and cared less. It was even several years 





are 


before a removal of the land office was made to a convenient ' 
place, it being located at first forty miles away. : 





In 1850 a general store was opened by Mr. William Rutherford 
in what is now Millbank. In this enterprise was associated with 
him Mr, James Reid, now and for nearly fifty years treasurer of 
Mornington. [n 1851 he opened a post office, with himself as IF 
postmaster. Previous to this period he had formed a partnership 
with John Freeborn, and erected a saw mill, During 1849 a grist 








mill was also built by the same firm. Th 











se enterprises were of F 
great importance in a new county, and gave Millbank a com- 
mercial supremacy which continued to grow for several years. 
Apart from the mills erected by Messrs. Rutherford and Free- 
born, a factory was built by Mr. Jacob Kellman, where large 
quantities of agricultural implements were manufactured. This i 
industry at one period employed forty men. The building, which iN 
is of brick, is now deserted and still stands by the stream, a 
monumental ruin, significant of the mutability of all human enter- 
prise. In Millbank, also, were a carriage and waggon factory 
flax mills, several stores, hotels, and a school in which were three 
teachers. This pretty village was the home of several hundred 
souls, and for a while very prosperous. The Stratford & Huron 
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railway, passing two and a-half miles away, ruined it. Its day 
of greatness and the dreams of its citizens of future importance 
alike have departed and gone. Several buildings yet remaining, 
once the centre and scene of commercial life, are now deserted 
and tottering to decay. Present population is about 175. 

Morningdale, about two miles distant from Millbank, on the 
same stream, is pretty and picturesque. At one time this was 
also a place of some importance, disputing the claim as to priority 
with Millbank. In 1849, John Nicklin, who had arrived two years 
earlier, erected a mill in Morningdale, and subsequently a post 
office was opened. Like its sister village of Millbank, of late years 
not much progress has been made. It is now a pleasant place 
with a pretty name and beautiful location. 

Poole, or, properly speaking, the town of Poole, was mapped 
out by government surveyors as the metropolis of this township. 
A town plot of 1,000 acres was regularly laid out into streets, 





avenues, and promenades. It is now, like Washington, D.C., a 
place of magnificent distances. This village is an example of that 
old adage ‘‘man proposes and a greater than he disposes.” Com- 
merce refused to bring her horn of plenty in this direction, and with 
inexorable persistency passed by on the other side. It never 
reached incorporation, although there were at one time a hotel, 
in, 





stores, and shops for mechanics, While some of these rema 
what was designated as main street is only a portion of the quiet 
concession line. 

Carthage, located in the north part of Mornington, on conces- 
sion 12, is a pleasant country village, containing stores, cabinet- 
maker's shop, shoe shop, Orange hall, Foresters’ hall, cheese 
factory, and temperance hotel. It has a population of about 75. 

Hesson is located some distance east of Carthage, and formerly 
was known as ‘“Mack’s Corners.” ‘There are in this hamlet 
several of those business places found in rural villages. It can 
boast of a very fine church, whose tapering spire can be seen a 











long distance away. A description of this building will be found 


elsewhere. 
Newton is the youngest village in Mornington, and, excepting 
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Milverton, most important. It is located two and a-half miles 
from Millbank, and is a station on the Stratford & Huron railroad, 
to which it owes its commercial importance. While this road 
ruined Millbank it created Newton. The first building erected 
was Henderson’s hotel, on the south-east corner of the centre 
road and concession line. A store was next opened by Thomas 
O'Donnell. Other industries soon sprang up. There are now 
two hotels, saw mill, blacksmith shop, hardware and general 
stores, woollen factory, and express, telephone, and telegraph 
offices. This village is very progressive, and large sums of 
money are paid here for farm produce of all kinds, it being the 
shipping point for a fine section of country. Burns, Tralee, 
Mussleburg, Topping, and Brunner are all post offices in this 
township of many villages. 

Milverton, with a population of about 800 souls, is an incor- 
porated village and place of considerable trade. It is surrounded 
by a fine section of agricultural land, and its appearance on the 
summit of an elevation of some height is very commanding, indeed. 
It is unfortunate that its railway station is so far distant from the 
business section. The fable of a certain old man and his quadruped 
would seem applicable to the promoters of this road through 
Mornington. Of course they could not please all, but endeavour- 
ing to do so have pleased none, and lost a goodly portion of trade 
that would have centred at some points into the bargain. It missed 
Millbank, and has not been of such advantage to Milverton as it 
might have been. In its route from Stratford to Listowel—much 
of it a splendid agricultural country—Newton and Milverton are 
places of greatest importance. 

It was several years subsequent to settlement near Millbank 
before the pioneer reached that point where Milverton now stands. 
In 1852 Mr. Andrew West erected a hotel, which was the first 
building in the village. This hostelry was built north from the 
present business portion, and was for many years know as 
“West's Corners.” At this period a general store was erected 
by Valentine Kertcher, on the north-west corner of Main street and 
the Mill road. This building was a pretentious one, indeed, for 




















370 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


that time, and is still used for a general store. Prominent amongst 
the old pioneers in this section were Michael Attridge, John 
Torrance, Richard Bennett, Henry Trim, William Orr, John 
Edwards, James McCloy, and the families of Hamilton, Coulter, 
Niblock, Tennant, Fox, Kertcher, Pierson, and John Weir, who 
was first magistrate who presided at the seat of the blind goddes: 

As usual, when a new village was founded, a school was the 
first public building to demand attention. Milverton was no 
exception to this rule. A log school house was constructed on 
what was afterwards found to be the principal square in the 
village. In architectural design it was considered imposing. It 
was a square structure with a cottage roof, from whose apex 
extended a clat and clay chimney, built in true orthodox back- 
woods style. From a distance this looked like the cupola of a 
coastguard lighthouse. A lighthouse it certainly was. Within 
its rude walls a knight of the birch from the old land bore full 
sway. Clad in home-spun, and on state occasiéns in a blue-black 
claw-hammer coat, punctuated at intervals with brass buttons, he 
shed the light of his knowledge on those mischievous boys in 
and around West’s Corners. 

Here sat on its rough benches, wrestling with the rule of three, 
or those more abstruse doctrinal points of the shorter catechism, 
some who are now prominent men in Milverton and the township 
of Mornington. Here several of those now dignified, erudite 
village fathers sat watching the pedagogic eye, and pinching with 
their hands all the other boys within reach. In the old days 
retributive justice followed close in the wake of offence, and 
eternal vigilance seemed to be an important attribute of the 
old teachers. No Nabob ever wielded his power with more 
sublime dignity than an old backwoods dominie, His orders were 
necessary to prevent 


























emphatic, and a prompt response was 
a supplemental admonition by the rod in support of his just 
and unquestionable authority. Amongst these old teachers 
were John Philips, Archie Keller, John Finnerty, and William 
Alexander, who afterwards became first school inspector of this 
county, in 1871. This log building of pioneer d: 





has long since 
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disappeared, and a fine structure of white brick has been erected, 
at a cost of $5,000. In this seminary three teachers are employed, 
it having an average attendance of about 120 pupils. 

In. Milverton are several brick blocks, two first-class hotels, and 
a number of general stores, where goods of the latest styles of 
manufacture can be found on their shelves. Many of the benevo- 
lent societies are represented, also, helping on that great work 
which will inevitably bring that period when, “Man to man the 
world o'er shall brithers be an’ a’ that.” The village has also a 
mechanics’ institute library, containing over 2,000 volumes. 

No adequate conception of the wealth and refinement of the 

f Milverton can be formed without having first seen its 
private residences, These are on a scale of greater opulance than 
might be expected in so small a centre of population. We 
consider it a noble characteristic of any people who make pro- 
vision for the comfort and happiness of those dependent on them, 
and who create an environment refined and elevating that will 
impress young minds with a home influence, permeated with the 
good, the beautiful, and the true. This principle appears to have 
been carried out in Milverton to its fullest extent, indicating a 
commendable liberality in her people. 

Of manufacturing establishments there is a tannery, a grist 
mill, two planing mills, a sawmill, cheese factory, blacksmith 
shop, with several of the smaller industries. There is also a 
private bank, kept by Mr. Ranney, treasurer of the village. The 
legal profession is unrepresented, while Dr. William Egbert and 
Dr. A. D. Nasmith represent the medical. 

Milverton has one weekly newspaper, the Sux, founded by Mr. 
Whalley—its first issue appearing on December 17th, 1891, as 
an advocate of local interests. In 1893 it became the property 
of Mr. Malcolm MacBeth, its present editor and proprietor. The 
aim of its present management is to fully report local news, and 
advance the interest of the village and county generally, not by 
instilling its own political views on public questions, but by a 
persistent advocacy of the rights of all the people, irrespective 
of party, 

















372 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


In Milverton are located five churches—Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Evangelical, Lutheran, and Anglican. The Presbyterian, in point 
of membership, is, perhaps, the largest of any of these denomina- 
ions. ‘This church was first organized in 1855, Joseph Brydone, 
James Whaley, Thomas Connell, John Weir, James Drummond, 
‘and John Torrance being its principal promoters. Services were 
held in the schoolhouse for several years. The first building 
erected for worship was a frame, and stood where the cemetery 
bank, 
the pioneer Presbyterian congregation in Mornington. In 1887 








now is. This congregation was connected with that of ) 


the present edifice was built, known as Burns’ church, in honour 
of the late Dr. Burns, who was the great apostle of Presby- 
terianism in Canada, This building was erected at a cost of 
of $6,500. Its first minister was Rev. Alexander Drummond. At 
present there is no incumbent, In this communion are 180 mem- 
bers, and about So families. A Sabbath school is also conducted 
in connection with this church, of which William Kines is superin- 
tendent. 

The Methodist may be considered also the pioneer church in 
Milverton, their first building, a frame, being erected in 1855. 
Rev. Mr. Robinson was first minister, and, with a small member- 
ship, laid the foundation of what is now a prosperous congrega- 
tion. Some years later a fine brick building was erected at a cost 
of $6,000. Present number of members is 120, with Rev. Mr. 
Snowden as pastor. There is also a Sabbath school in connection 








with this congregation, under the superintendence of Mr. Richard 
Coulter, having an average attendance of 60 pupils. 

The Evangelical church was founded in 1872 by Rev. Mr. 
Staebler, and a frame building was erected on the north part of the 
village. Its members at the inception of church ordinances num- 
bered 15, In 1893 a new building was constructed at a cost of 
$6,000. Rev. Mr. J. H. Grenzebach is its present pastor. It has 
now a membership of 100. There is also a Sabbath school with 
100 pupils. Present superintendent, Louis Pfeffer. 

The Lutheran church was organized in 1873 by Rev. Mr. Shum- 
bach, and comprised 12 families. Services were held in the 
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Presbyterian church for six years. In 1879 they erected a new 
place of worship for themselves at a cost of $2,000. The progress 
of this denomination has been steady if not great. Present pastor 
is Rev. Mr. Plunck. In connection with this church is a good 
Sunday school of 6o pupils. The superintendent, Mr. Conrad 
Schaefer, has associated with him nine assistants in the work. 
The latest church organization in Milverton is the Anglican, | 
which was formed in 1893, under the pastorate of Rev. Mr. 
Bridgman, with an attendance of 18 families. This congregation 
is in charge of Rev. Mr. Howard at present. A number of mem- i 
bers in connection with this mission have removed from the Hl 
village, preventing as great progress being made as would have 
been the case under more favourable circumstances. There is no i 
Sabbath school. 1 
During 1880 a census of Milverton was taken preparatory to its | 
being set apart as an incorporated village. Its population was | 
found equal to that required by statute, and a by-law was passed 
by county council in December of that year giving effect to the 
people’s desire. On January 17, 1881, therefore, met Milverton’s 
first council, composed of J. D. Pierson, reeve; Jacob Karn, 
Henry Hasenpflug, Walter J. Passmore and J. G. Grosch. A 
committee was appointed to meet Mornington council and arrange 
a settlement as to what portion of railway indebtedness should be | 
assumed by each. This committee arrived at a satisfactory i 
adjustment, Milverton accepting $1,950 as her portion of these | 
liabilities. A further sum of $3,000 was borrowed in 1896 to | 
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erect a public school. A certain portion of these obligations are Hi 
being discharged each year by retiring maturing debentures or 
adding to a sinking fund. At present the village may be ‘ 
considered practically clear of debt. While taxation is not 
oppressive, about $2,000 annually is expended for educational 
and improvement purposes. Meantime sidewalks have been 
constructed and streets improved, which has largely enhanced the 
value of property and added much to the comfort and con- 
venience of the citizens. Milverton is a progressive village, 
Surrounded by splendid agricultural country, and her possibilities 
are much greater than what she so far has attained. 
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Subjoined is a list of officers in Milverton since its incorporation. 

Reeves. —1881, J. D. Pierson; 1882, Valentine Kertcher ; 
1883-4, J. D. Pierson; 1885-6, James Bundscho; 1887, W. J. 
Parke ; 1888, W. H. Dorland; 1889-95, J. G. Grosch ; 1896, 
James Torrance; 1897-9, G. E. Goodhand; 1900-1, W. M. Appel; 
1902, William 

Councillors. 1881, Jacob Karn, Henry Hasenpflug, Walter J. 
Passmore, J. G. Grosch; 1882, H. Hasenpflug, J. G. Grosch, 
James Bundscho, Wm. Livingston; 1883, James Wood, James 
Strong, John Attridge, Alex. Curtice; 1884, J. D. Hoffman, 
George Deppisch, J. H. Schmidt, Alex. Curtice; 1885, Louis 
Pfeffer, Donald McGillivray, James Strachan; 1886, Jas. Strachan, 
D. McGillivray, Peter Ducklow, J. S. Rea; 1887, D. McGillivray, 
Peter Ducklow, J. S. Rea, J. G. Grosch; 1888, J. G. Grosch, 
Peter Ducklow, Alex. Curtice, C. F. Witte; 1889, J. S. Rea, C. 
F, Witte, Alex. Curtice, Chas. Spencer; 1890, Peter Ducklow, C. 
F, Witte, C. Spencer, A. Curtice; 1891, H. Gleiser, C. F. Witte, 
J. Rothermal, D. Merklinger; 1892-3, H. Gleiser, C. R. 
Honderick, J. Rothermal, C. Spencer; 1894, C. R. Honderick, C. 
Spencer, Jas. S. Rea, Louis Pfeffer; 1895, H. Schneuker, C. 
Spencer, W. M. Appel, Jas. Torrance; 1896, H. Schneuker, C. 
Spencer, Geo. Goodhand, Fred. Wiederhold; 1897, C. 
Spencer, F. Wiederhold, Louis Pfeffer, James Coutts; 1898, C 
Spencer, W. M. Appel, John Engel, J. S. Rea; 1899, C. Spencer, 
W. M. Appel, J. S. Rea, F. Wiederhold; 1900, J. S. Rae, George 
Kerr, Wm. Zimmerman, F. Wiederhold; 1901, David Smith, F. 
Weiderhold, Jacob Bundscho, Wm. Zimmerman; 1902, David 
Smith, J. Bundscho, C. S. Kertcher, Rudolph Miller. 














merman. 




































Clerks. —1881, Herman Taber; 1882, A. W. West; 1883-1092, 
W. D. Weir. 
Treasurers. —1881, Herman Taber: 1882, A. W. West; 1883-5, 





Wm. Livingston; 1886, John Hoffman; 1887, W. J. Passmore; 
1888-98, H. Hasenpflug; 1899-1902, Robert G. Ranney. 
“Assessors. 1881, James Wood; 1882, Samuel S. Hanks; 1883, 
Fred. Stieflmeyer; 1884-7, John P, Becker; 1888-9, E. Gartungs 
1890, Henry Spencer; 1891, J. P. Becker; 1892-4, W. M. Appel; 
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Mitverton OFFICERS FOR 1902. 

From Lett:—R. Miller, Councillor; C. 8. Kerteher, Councillor; Davia Smith, 
Councillor; Willinm Zimmerman, Reeve; W. D, Weir, Clerk 
5. Bundsch, Councilor, 
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1895-6, J. P. Becker; 1897, Wm. Milne; 1898, H. M. Schaefer; 
1899-1902, W. J. Spencer. 

Collectors. —1881-4, Conrad Hasenpflug; 1885-8, S. G. Dorland; 
1889-94, H. M. Schaefer; 1895-8, Robert McCloy; 1899, G. P. 
Hoffman; 1900-2, H. M. Schaefer. 

Auditors.—1881, John A. Kerr, Valentine Kertcher; 1882, J. A. 
Kerr, C. S. Grosch; 1883, Geo. Dippisch, C. S. Grosch; 1884, 
J. P. Becker, W. T. Park; 1885, W. T. Park, V. Kertcher; 1886, 
W. T. Park, C. Hasenpflug; 1887, E. Gartung, C. Hasenpflug; 
1888, C. Hasenpflug, Jas. Torrance; 1889-90, Jas. Torrance, John 
Rothermal; 1891-4, Jas. Torrance, C. S. Grosch; 1895, C. S. 
Grosch, Wm. Milne; 1896-1902, Malcolm Macbeth, C. S. Grosch. 

The municipal history of Mornington opens on the 16th day of 
January, 1854, when its first council took their seats at the board. 
‘The representatives on this occasion were Adam Chalmers, James. 
Whaley, John Hamilton, John Nicklin, and William Rutherford. 
Prior to this election Mornington had no separate existence as a 
municipal organization, and formed a part of Ellice for municipat 
purposes. From its first settlement in 1843, which was again 
supplemented by a large influx of population in 1847-8, when 
surveying was completed, local government must have been 
imperfect and inadequate to meet the requirements of a rapidly 
growing settlement. Those gentlemen elect, therefore, having 
taken their seats and submitted their declarations of qualification, 
Mr. Samuel Whaley was appointed clerk; Mr. John Freeborn, 
assessor; Uriah McFadden, collector; and Charles Burrows, 
treasurer, The municipal machinery was, therefore, for the first 
time ready to be put in motion. Like other townships in this 
county, the first order of business was a motion in connection 
with school sections, thus opening up a department of local 
legislation which has been a source of greater friction amongst 
our people and greater annoyance to township councils than all 
other branches of municipal work. The council formulated a 
plan for dividing the township into sections, which they fondly 
hoped would be satisfactory, and terminate all agitation regarding 
schools. An elaborate map was drawn by some backwoods 
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scientist, creating nine sections, which on paper appear as models 
of compactness. Annexed to this plan is an explanatory state- 
ment setting forth the principle involved and probable cost to the 
people. In this document it is stated that, ‘‘ according to this 
plan, in the event of the union being made, there will be an 
average of acres in each section of 4,95534- In No. 1, 4,400 
acres, and a like number in Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, No. 2 will 
contain 5,600 acres; No. 3 will contain 5,600; No. 4 will contain 
7,000 acres. In this section there is a separate school, which 
reduces it in fact to the smallest section in the township. It also 
‘embraces a large quantity of poor land. Keeping a school for 12 
months in sections Nos. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9—teacher’s salary, say, 
$300 per annum—will require an average taxation of upwards of 
$7.20 on each hundred acres. In sections Nos. 2 and 3—teachers’ 
salaries, say, $300 per annum—would require an assessment of 
$6 on each hundred acres.” ‘I am of opinion,” the compiler 
goes on to say, “that sections 2 and 3 are not too large, but I 
am certain that sections 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 are too small for the 
present comfort of the ratepayers.” 

Regarding the latter statement made by this officer there could 
be no doubt. Small as these sums may seem to an afflulent rate- 
paper at present, fifty years ago with many they were great 
amounts, How many acres of ashes, how many troughs-full of 
black salts (after hauling for miles over crossways and through 
mud holes of unsearchable depth) it would require to obtain $6.00 
old pioneers well know. This apparently equitable division was 
of short duration. Every subsequent council had its special 
deputation of appellants from all pre-existing arrangements. 
These delegations were often fierce and emphatic in their elucida- 
tions of new plans, setting at defiance the dignity of those in 
authority. In 1864 this intersectional war reached a climax. 
Every man’s hand seemed to be against his brother, and a 
complete disruption of all former arrangements occurred. At one 
council meeting a solution of this important question would be 
reached satisfactory to all, Next session the whole would be 
over-turned, and a new order of things established. It was not 
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till expensive school buildings had been erected, and large sums 
invested in them, that this maelstrom of excitement died away. 
Yet, like an Icelandic geyser, while an occasional burst of hot 
spray may be now and again thrown up, it soon falls back in 


harmless impotency to its former condition. 

Another question disposed of at this meeting was an application 
from Mr. William Hueston for a licence,to keep a hotel, the first 
issued in Mornington under the statute of 1850. This was 
disposed of by recommending the applicant to sell until he “got 
notice to stop,” 

At a meeting held in February this question was settled by 
granting licenses to Wm. Hueston, John West, Robt. Armstrong, 
John McLevey, and John Henderson, Charges for these were 
fixed at £3 for a hotel, and £1, 128., 6d. for a shop license. 
These important duties for supplying spirituous potations to the 
pioneers being completed, the council directed its attention to their 
spiritual conduct. Mornington’s first by-law, therefore, enacts 
that “Any person found travelling on the Sabbath day or driving 
with horses or oxen or carrying burdens, except in case of neces- 
sity, shall be fined not more than 20s., nor less than 5s. for each 
offence, upon conviction thereof before any one of Her Majesty's 
J.Ps." A by-law was also passed allowing each councillor five 
shillings per day for his services; clerk, £12, 10s.; assessor, £10; 
treasurer, £3, 15s. It was ordered also that wild land was to be 
assessed at $2 per acre, and cleared land at $8. During 1864 the 
hotels in Mornington were increased to eight. A few years later 
the number was further increased to eleven, the greatest number 
ever existing in this township. Excluding Milverton and Newton, 
few hotels now exist. 

On October 21st, 1856, a financial statement sets forth that 
4503, 108., 3d. had been received from the clergy reserve fund, 
all of which had been expended in improvements on roads and 
bridges. On September 25th, 1857, we find another statement 
Presented amounting to £646, 9s., 3d., of which £434, 7s., 6d. 
was for county purposes. The minutes of this meeting indicate 
that the council was moving too rapidly. When Mr. Wm. Grieve 
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and Mr. Rutherford moved the above sum to be collected, an 
amendment by Mr. Whaley and Mr. Shearer was offered, setting 
forth, ‘that the council make provision for 1856 before laying on 
anything for 1857,” a very proper thing to do. A compromise was 
effected, and £739, 10s. was levied and collected for all purposes. 

Assessors in 1858 were instructed to rate wild lands at $3 per 
acre, being an increase of $1, while cleared lands were placed 
at $6.00, or $2.00 per acre less than formerly. Why this should 
have been so there is nothing in the records to indicate. This 
council also adopted a most pernicious practice in advertising for 
tenders for all offices in the municipality. By an abandonment of 
its prerogative in this important function the records clearly indi 
cate that public business had suffered. Wherever a plan of giving 
offices by tender has been introduced, accepting the lowest, public 
business has suffered. All councils in this county have now 
recourse to the legitimate and more honourable system of select- 
ing and appointing persons qualified to discharge such duties 
devolve on them in their several offices, granting fair and reason- 
able compensation for services rendered. 

In 1858 a failure of crops occurred in Mornington, as every- 
where else in Perth County. Recourse was had by the council to 
the fund set apart by the county council to aid poor and indigent 
settlers in procuring seed—and bread for their families in many 
cases. A certain portion was granted to Mornington, but the 
records are silent as to the amount, or the manner of its disposal. 

Mornington is a highly favoured township in having a fertile 
soil and good drainage for surplus water. While those sections 
adjoining her have subjected themselves to heavy taxation in order 
to drain their swamp lands, this municipality has been compara- 
tively free from imposts of this kind. It is true she has contri- 
buted a large sum to the Stratford & Huron railway, but not 
to any greater extent than other municipalities. Marketing 
for a large section of Mornington are equal to any 





























facili 


other in our county, and superior to some. A special grant of 
$40,000 to the Stratford & Huron railway will in a short time be 
paid off, when her total liabilities will then be discharged. Even 





“edad 8 





MORNINGTON 381 


with her payments to this debt, improvement has been rapid in 
every department, and she is to-day well to the front in this 
prosperous county. 

It is a fact worthy of notice that no sooner did the pioneer 
enter this township than, as in other sections, he first built schools 
and next churches, Millbank Presbyterian church is the pioneer 
church of Mornington. First organized by Rev. Thomas 
McPherson, of Stratford, Rev. (now Dr.) McMullen, of Wood- 
stock, was inducted into the charge on Nov. sth, 1856. Service 
was held in the school house for some time, until a frame church 
was erected in 1857. In this building it was continued till 1891, 
when the present brick edifice was erected, at a cost of about 
$5,000. As might be expected from the nationality of those 
pioneers near Millbank, a membership of about 140 was soon 
obtained. Although this has increased to 164, the commercial 
decadence which overtook Millbank subsequent to constructing 
the railway, has prevented great progress being made. A 
Sabbath school, with an attendance of about 65 pupils, meets 
every Sabbath day, under the superintendence of Mr. M. H. Reid. 
The present minister is Rev. W. Haig, who is assisted in his work 
by Samuel Boyd, Andrew Bennett, J. W. Chalmers, William 
Campbell, and M. H. Reid as elders. 

What is now known as North Mornington Presbyterian church 
was organized in 1862 by Rev. Mr. Lowry, formerly stationed in 
Whitby. The old settlers in that section were largely Scotch and 
North of Ireland, amongst whom were the families of James 
Ridley, Alexander Patterson, Alexander Glenn, Samuel and John 
Watson, and James, Thomas, and William McGorman. These 
formed the nucleus of this new congregation as members, and 
now increased to 200. A Sabbath school is also conducted, with 
an average attendance of about 164 pupils under the care of Mr. 
David Welsh. In 1862 the first church was erected, at a cost of 
$1,000. Arrangements are now being made for a new structure 
which will be in keeping with the wealth and importance of the 
congregation, This church is now in charge of Rev. John W. 
Cameron, and is quite progressive. 
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‘The Anglican church in Millbank is an old established congre- 
gation in Mornington, and was organized in 1856. For several 
years subsequent to that period services were held in the Pres- 
byterian church, Rev. Mr. Newman, who was the apostle of 
Episcopalianism in the north, frequently officiating, In 1862 a 
brick building was erected. at a cost of $1,500. This was under 
the pastorate of Rev. H. Caulfield. Its membership at that period 
was not great, and it now has about fifty-six families, with Rev. 
Mr. Armstrong as incumbent. A Sabbath school is conducted 
in connection with this congregation, having an attendance of 
about 45 pupils. 

‘Wesleyan Methodism appears in Millbank at an early period of 
its history, a frame building being erected in 1858 at a cost of 
about $800. This branch of the Christian church has also suffered 
from a decadence of commerce in the village, and like other 
denominations maintains its position without making great 














progress. 

Nearly sixty years ago Andrew Biessinger and George Stemm- 
ler, Germans from Rotenburg, settled in that portion of 
Mornington having Mack’s Corners as a centre. No survey had 
so far been made, neither was there any settlement in the township 
excepting a few families in the southern part who had entered the 
woods in 1843. These two Germans were the founders of St. 
Mary’s Catholic church at Hesson. Previous to 1855 those 
settlers who came subsequent to Biessinger and Stemmler 
travelled to St. Clements, where a mission was established, at a 
distance of 15 miles, to obtain church ordinances. Rev. Father 
Missner first visited St. Mary’s in 1855. At this period it was 
known as ‘Huben Nix,” signifying abject poverty. This was 
afterwards changed to Bethlehem, Mack’s Corners, or Mackton, 
until it received its present appellation in honor of S. R. Hesson, 
Stratford, who was member of Parliament for several years. 

Early in 1867 Father Glowskey was placed in charge of St. 
Clements and Hesson. He was succeeded in 1871 by Rev. 
Father Breeskoff, who continued pastor of both stations for ten 
years. During this period good progress had been made. A 
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separate school had been erected of logs, to which was annexed a 
small sanctuary, where mass was celebrated and church ordinances 
regularly dispensed to about twenty families then constituting this 
mission, The first pastor stationed at St. Mary's was Rev. Father 
Heitmann, but such was the condition of those comprising his 
congregation even at this late period that he was compelled to 
ask charity from those who were in duty bound from the sacred- 
ness of his office to have at least contributed a moderate sum to 
his support. The position of this poor priest must have been one 
of great hardship, indeed, when we consider that offerings on 
Sabbath days fluctuated between rac. and $2.00. His Easter 
offering was $2, and at Christmas he was made unspeakably rich 
by receiving the sum of $10. This priest was a good and kind- 
hearted man, a person of culture and literary attainments, and 
rests in an almost nameless grave in Stratford, buried by charity ; 
the last rites of sepulchre being performed by Father Brennan, of 
St. Marys. 

Meantime a change was rapidly approaching. In 1886 a 
residence was erected for the clergyman at a cost of $1,000. 
During 1891 Bishop O'Connor, of London, visited Hesson for the 
first time in its history, and in 1892 was constructed at a cost of 
$5,000 the present beautiful church, the whole being free from 
debt, In 1894 Rev. Father John Joseph Gnam was placed in 
charge of this mission, under whose administration it has been 
most successful, having now over seventy families who worship at 
St. Mary’s, Hesson, On December 16th, 1902, a chime of bells 
was placed in the tower at a cost of $1,000, whose mellowed 
cadence on the holy Sabbath morn can be heard far away in the 
home of many a remote worshipper. Evolution in this mission has 
been great, and it is now one of the most prosperous in this 
county. 

Officers in Mornington from 1854 to 1902, inclusive, are as 
follows :-— 

Reeves.—1854-6, James Whaley; 1857, Uriah McFadden; 1858, 
Walter Pfeffers; 1859-60, John Smith; 1861, William Grieve; 1862, 
Richard Bennett; 1863-7, John Watson; 1868-72, Samuel Whale} 
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1873-5, Valentine Kertcher; 1876-7, E. T. Rutherford; 1878-80, 
V. Kertcher; 1881, Dr. Jas. Johnson; 1882, Jas. Gibson; 1883-93, 
W. B. Freeborn; 1894-6, Hugh Jack; 1897-8, Charles Trim; 
1899-1901, Hugh B. Kerr; 1902, David B. Grieve. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1859-61, first deputy-reeve, Jas. Whaley; 1862, 
J. Watson; 1863-8, Robert McKee; 1869, Chas. Glenn; 1870, R. 
McKee; 1871, J. S. Bowman; 1872, Jas. Rutherford; 1873, Moses 
Laing ; 1874-5, E. F. Rutherford; 1876-8, George McKee; 1879, 
Jas. Kines; 1880-2, W. B. Freeborn; 1883-7, Thomas Magwood; 
1888-91, J. Grieve; 1892-3, Peter Zoeger first deputy, D. G. 
Nicklin second deputy; 1894, John Langford; 1895-6, C. Trim; 
1897-8, John Campbell; office abolished. 

Councillors. 1854, Adam Chalmers, John Hamilton, William 
Rutherford, John Nicklin; 1855, Chas. Burrows, Wm. Rutherford, 
J. Nicklin, Walter Pfeffers; 1856, W. Pfeffers, Alex. Patterson, R. 
McKee, Wm. Reid; 1857, Wm. Grieve, Wm. Rutherford, Jas. 
Whaley, Geo, Shearer; 1858, Wm. Rutherford, Uriah McFadden, 
Jas. Whaley, Wm. Grieve; 1859-60, John Chalmers, Jas. Riddell, 
Wm, Grieve; 1861, J. Chalmers, R. McKee, John Watson; 1862, 
George Magwood, P. McKee, Wm. Grieve; 1863, Richard Ben- 
nett, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin; 1864-6, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin, 
Alex. Roe; 1867, G. Magwood, J. Nicklin, Jas. Whaley; 1868, G. 
Magwood, J. Nicklin, Chas. Edwards; 1869, J. Nicklin, Chas. 
Edwards, Nicklin, G. Magwood, M. Lain; 
1871, G. Magwood, Chas. Brown, V. Kertcher; 1872, G. Mag- 
wood, Chas. Brown, David McCloy; 1873, G. Magwood, Thos. 
Hall, Allan Goodall; 1874, G. Magwood, A. Goodall, D. McCloy; 
, G. Magwood, Wm. McConnell, Samuel Whaley; 1876, G. 
Magwood, Chas. Glenn, Jas. Baird; 1877, Jas. Baird, G. Mag- 
wood; Jas. Kines; 1878, Jas. Baird, Jas. Kines, Wm. McCormick; 






































1879, Wm. McCormick, H. W. Kerr, George Langford; 1880, 
Wm. McCormick, H. W. Kerr, Jas. Gibson; 1881, Wm. John- 
ston, Jas, Kines, Thos. Magwood; 1882, Jas. Gibson, Wm. 
Johnston, Thos. Magwood; 1883, James Baird, Jas. Gibson, 
Wm. Johnston; 1884, Jas. Gibson, Jas. Baird, Adam Fleming; 
1885-6, Jas. Baird, W. F. Rutherford, H. B. Kerr; 1887, Wm. 
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Campbell, Hugh Jack, Hugit Kerr; 1888, Wm. Campbell, H. Jack, 
Chas. Trim; 1889-91, H. Jack, C. Trim, D. McCloy; 1892-3, D. 
McCloy, C. Trim; 1894, Wm. Johnston, D. J. Nicklin, C. Trim; 
1895, Wm. Johnston, D. McCloy, John McCloy; 1896, John 
Campbell, D. McCloy, D. M. Nicklin; 1897, J. P. Griffin, D. 
McCloy, G. Shearer; 1898, J. P. Griffin, G. Shearer, D. McCloy; 
1899-1900, David B. Grieve, J. P. Griffin, J. McCloy, G. Shearer; 
rgot, Robert Allingham, John Davidson, D. B. Grieve, J. McCloy; 
1goz, R, Allingham, J. Davidson, J. McCloy, David Swartzen- 
truber. 

Clerks. 1854-7, 8. Whaley; 1858, William Willcott; 1859-60, 
John W. Beaton; 1861, John Smith; 1862, John Jones (resigned), 
Chas. Fleming; 1863, M. McFadden; 1864-72, John Beaton; 1873, 
J. B. Rutherford; 1874-1902, John Watson. 

Treasurers.—1854, Charles Burrows ; 1855, continuously to 
1902, Jas. Reid. 

Assessors. —1854, John Freeborn; 1855, S. Whaley; 1856, Jas. 
Terriff, Robert Struthers; 1857, Jas. Terriff, Wm. Drake; 1858, 
Wm. Drake; 1859, Wm. Drake, Thos. Shearer; 1860-1, Jas. 
Baird; 1862, Wm. Drake; 1863, Moses McFadden; 1864-3, Wm. 
Drake; 1866-8, Thos. Hall; 1869, William Grieve, John Riddell; 
1870, T. Hall; 1871, John Turnbull; 1872, Chas. Glenn; 1873, T. 
Hall; 1874, J. Kines; 1875, John Pfeffers; 1876, J. Kines; 1877-8, 
W. B. Freeborn; 1879, Wm. Loney, J. Turnbull; 1880-1, Jas. 

gwood; 1882, C. Glenn; 1883-4, T. Hall; 1885-6, J. Grieve; 
1887-8, S. Loney; 1889-90, Alex. Stewart; 1891, Jas. Hunter; 
1892-4, Michael McCormick; 1895-1901, Joseph Gibson; 1902, 
Wm. J. Dowd. 

Collectors. —1854, Uriah McFadden; 1855, John Gillespie; 185 
Samuel Watson, John Coulter; 1857, James Roe, John Legget; 
1858, J. Roe, Wm. Hamilton; 1859, J. Roe; 1860, R. Struthers, 
J. Legget; 1861, J. Legget; 1862-3, G. Dorland, Alex. Patter- 
son; 1864-6, S. J. Dorland; 1867-8, S. J. Dorland, S. Watson; 
1869-70, S. Watson, R. Struthers; 1871, S. Watson, Wm. Moss; 
1872, J. Kines; 1873, J. Watson, J. Kines; 1874-5, James Drum- 
mond; 1876, Joseph Williams; 1877-8,"J. Drummond, Simeon 
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Loney; 1879, S. Loney; 1880, J. Drummond, John Swain; 1881, 
J. Drummond, S. Loney; 1882-7, J. Drummond, John Gamble; 
1888, J. Drummond, S. Loney; 1889, J. Drummond; 1890, Albert 
Hall, J. Drummond; 1891-2, John Whaley, J. Baird; 1893-5, J- 
Whaley, Jas. Dowd; 1896-7, S. Watson, J. Whaley; 1898-1900, 
S. Watson, Wm. McConnell; 1901, J. B. Weir, S. Watson; 1902, 
Wm. D. Langford, Alfred Tanner. 

Auditors.—1855, Chas. Jones, Joseph Hamilton; 1856, M. 
McFadden, C. Jones; 1857, J. W. Keeler, Samuel Watson; 
1858-9, C. Jones, James Baird; 1860, J. W. Keeler, Robert Grant; 
1861, George Regan, Thos. Caulfield; 1862-3, S. Watson, Charles 
Riley; 1864, James Boner, S. Watson; 1865-6, James Johnston, 
George Gamble; 1867, Charles Glenn, James Johnston; 1868, 
Dr. Martin, Richard Edwards; 1869, John Turnbull, John Riley; 
1870-2, Andrew Mundall, John Riley; 1873, Samuel Patterson, 
James Crawford; 1874-5, Alex. Stewart, Joseph Pierson; 1876, 
A. Stewart, Thos. Caulfield; 1877, J. Pierson, T. Caulfield; 1878, 
John Gibson, John Turnbull; 1879, J. Pierson, J. Gibson; 1880-1, 
J. Gibson, William Barr; 1882, J. Gibson, T. W. Johnston; 
1883-4, J. Gibson, Jas. B. Davidson; 1885-6, William Waddell, 
William Herron; 1887, William McCormick, W. Herron; 1888-go, 
Wm. Waddell, Wm. McCormick; 1891-8, Wm. Waddell, George 
Thompson; 1899-1901, G. Thompson, Samuel Boyd; 1902, G. 
Thompson, W. B. Freeborn. 















































CHAPTER XXII. 


WALLACE. 


Wallace lies at the extreme northern limit of Perth County, and 
looks on the map as if it had been added as a matter of expediency 
rather than from contiguity. It is peculiarly shaped, being nearly 
triangular, with its south-west corner cut off by a boundary line 


extending about 134 miles. On its southern side it is partly 
bounded by Elma, yet nearly separated from Perth by Grey, in the 
County of Huron. This triangular shape of Wallace resulted from 
the manner in which surveys were made in this section of Ontario. 
In the early days of this western province several roads were 
opened up, forming governing lines, from which townships 
extended backward on either side. That great road extending 
from Wilmot to Goderich is a good example of this principle, 
municipalities on its north and south sides being laid out with 
regularity. ‘The Canada Company and crown lands surveys from 
the south, from Wellington and Waterloo on the east, and from 
Lake Huron on the west, all converge on the boundary lines of 
this triangular township. 

This municipality was last to be opened up in Perth County. 
Over thirty years had passed away since that eventful period 
when John Galt and his friends passed on westward to Goderich, 
before the woodman’s axe broke the solemn stillness of this 
great solitude. In 1852 a survey was ordered by Hon. John 
Rolph, commissioner of crown lands. This comprised concessions 
1, 2,3, and 4. These were set apart as common school lands. In 
1854 the whole was completed by Mr. Wilkinson and P, Callaghan, 
P. L. S._ Field notes in the crown lands office indicate an area of 
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51,398 acres, exclusive of roads which contain a further portion, 
amounting to 1,025 acres, making a total of 52,423 acres. Of 
thi : 





$ area 29,521 were common school lands. 

‘The topography of Wallace differs somewhat from that obtain- 
ing in other sections of this county. While it is rolling, there 
are few of those long sweeping undulations found further south. 
Its surface is deversified by low elevations, irregular in outline and 
interspersed with depressions which at one period were swampy. 
Land of this character would be difficult to clear. Whatever 
advantage a logger might have on a declivity would be more than 
counterbalanced by a mass of rubbish in low places, forming a 
barrier almost impassable to the laborious pioneer. Much of this 
has now been cleared and are now fertile sections, producing 
abundant returns for labor expended in their reclamation. 

This township was named in honour of a certain Baron Wallace, 
who was chairman of the agricultural board in Great Britain 
during the early part of last century. Although not opened really 
for settlement till 1855, a number of pioneers had located pre- 
viously. In 1861 it had a population of 2,400. This was a very 
large number of inhabitatants for so short a period. At this time 
no winter wheat was planted in Wallace, but it produced in 1861 
58,403 bush. of spring wheat from 3,112 acres; of barley, 89 acres 
produced 1,742 bush.; peas, 664 acres produced 11,499 bush. ; oats, 
881 acres produced 24,946 bush.; potatoes, 242 acres produced 
20,660 bush.; turnips, 398 acres produced 69,747 bush.; of butter 
there were 38,000 Ibs.; cheese, 667 Ibs:; maple sugar, 20,852 Ibs.; 
home-made flannel, 3,389 yards; wool, 2,782 Ibs. Of carriages 
or buggies kept for pleasure there were ten, valued at $350. Total 
value of live stock, $67,418. Population in 1901, 2,693. Value 
of property, $1,939,961. 

The soil, while it may differ from those heavy clays found in 
other sections, is good. Amongst farmers it would be known as 

















a sharp,-warm soil, with porous substrata, forming an ideal com- 
ulture. That it has been cultivated 
evident. Buildings, fences, 
tem 


bination for successful ag: 
with skill, and produced abundantly, i 
roads, and other indications all point to good farming. A sy 
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of husbandry has been pursued quite equal to those advanced 
methods introduced in older sections. Mixed farming has been 
practically adopted throughout. Co-operative dairying has not 
been accepted as a source of wealth as it has in Elma, although 
something has been done in this important branch of industry. 

While much has been accomplished in a short period of forty- 
five years, the people have from time to time laid on themselves 
heavy burdens for improving their transportation facilities. There 
is no municipality in this county that has contributed larger sums 
in aid of railroads than Wallace. Beyond her liability for a share 
of our county debt which has already been discharged, and that 
portion still to be liquidated (nearly $300,000 of which was pred- 
icated before this township had even been surveyed, and not one 
dollar of which was expended in her interest), large sums have 
been granted. She aided the W., G. & B. railway, the southern 
extension, and the Stratford & Huron railway to the extent of 
nearly $60,000. 

It may be that the debts contracted by the United Counties 
for the B. & L. H. railway—a portion of which she was compelled 
to assume—may have promoted the manifestations of disaffec- 


tion once existing. Efforts were made for years by her public 
men to obtain a separation from Perth, a plan of redress now 
happily no longer considered. In a court of equalization, there- 
fore, many circumstances present themselves in connection with 
this township not applicable elsewhere. In determining what 
ought and what ought not to be an equitable equalization in 
Wallace reference should be had to those circumstances which 


have compelled her to contribute so largely of her substance in 
promoting local improvements which to her were really of no 
direct advantage. 

It is well to consider, also, that without these large expenditures 
of township funds, calculated to enhance real estate values, this 
and other northern municipalities would not have been available 
to so great an extent as contributors to the present requirements 
of Perth County. 

Surveys in Wallace being completed in 1854, it was thrown 
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‘open for settlement in 1855, at a fixed price of $2 per acre. A 
portion of this amount was returned by government as a contri- 
bution for local improvements. This rebate was afterwards known 
as the local improvement fund, and payable annually. Several 
settlers had located in Wallace previous to a survey being made. 
Mr. John Binning, no doubt, was first pioneer, locating where 
Listowel now stands in 1851. Later on in that year came James 
Stinson and his family, locating on what afterwards were lots 17 
and 18, concession 6. In 1853 came the families of McWhinnie, 
Wilson, Brady, Richard and James Strong, who settled on con- 
cession 5. John McDermott, for many years a prominent man, 
was an early settler, and built the first saw mill, South-west 
were north of Ireland people and Scotch. Here we find McKee, 
Everal, Coughlin, Smith, and Thompson as first settlers. South- 
east are English and Scotch, as McAllister, Hunt, Bartley, Gordon, 
Binning, Dodds, Hay, and Climie. In the north are North of 
Ireland people, and settlers from Simcoe. Amongst these are 
Burns, Long, Moffatt, McDermott, Horne, Johnston, Kearns, 
Ranton, Hayes, Elliott, Warren, Henderson, Ruler, Brothers, 
and Ferguson. Edward Leggatt and Thomas Milligan were also 
early settlers 
experience in backwoods life. This was a valuable acquisition in 
anew country. Their knowledge of the work peculiar to clear- 
ing land was of great advantage to the unskilled immigrants 
from across the sea. Its proximity to Waterloo County and the 
older sections eastward created a large influx of experienced bush- 
men. In fifteen years from its first settlement Wallace had a 
population of 3,580, indicating rapid progress. 

In this township are few villages, and those of little commercial 





The pioneers who came from Simcoe had some 








importance. This condition does not arise from an unprogressive 
feeling amongst the people. Indeed, the contrary is true. The 
policy adopted at an early period of aiding railways had led to 
centralizing trade at two points, Listowel and Palmerston. These 
two important towns lying partly within her original borders, 
afford excellent facilities for disposing of goods at remunerative 
rates, At these two points, therefore, a large trade is carried on. 
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Gowanstown, about four miles: north of Listowel, is now the 
seat of municipal government. At this village is a station on the 
G. T. R., also telegraph, express and post office, general store 
and hotel, now the only one, I believe, in this municipality. 
These business places, with several private residences, comprise 
this rual hamlet. 

Kurtzville, situate about four miles from Gowanstown, on the 
same concession, is next in importance. This village was founded 
by John Kurtz about 1875, and contains a store, blacksmith shop, 
post office, saw and chopping mill, cooper shop, and brick and tile 
factory. 

Wallaceville, now called Wallace, situated nearly four miles 
east of Gowanstown, was for several years subsequent to its first 
settlement a progressive point, A station having been built at 
Gowanstown had a deteriorating effect on its trade, seriously 
crippling its progress. At present there is a post office, general 
store, chopping mill, and a blacksmith shop. Alll these villages 
are situated on one concession and a few miles from each other. 
The country surrounding cannot be excelled for agricultural 
purposes. 

A number of church buildings exist and religion appears to be 
more than an empty form. While several of these are regularly 
attended on the Sabbath day, Methodist union and other 
circumstances have caused several to be largely if not wholly 
abandoned for religious service, In Listowel and Palmerston 
nearly all denominations are represented, and are within easy 
distance of a large section of the township. People in the rural 
districts, therefore, avail themselves of attending service in these 
places to a much greater extent than in pioneer days, when 
facilities for travelling were not good. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Trinity Congregation, “Missouri 
Synod,” was organized in 1874. Originally there was only one 
church of this denomination in Wallace, when a separation took 
place, and another congregation organized. Its first minister was 
Rev. H. Brewer. When this new body was set apart they erected 
a frame church on lot 30, concession §, since substituted by brick, 
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in which service is still held, Its first congregation was composed 
of 15 members, now increased to about 200 souls, with Rev. 





Henry Battenburg as pastor. In lieu of a Sabbath school, classes 
are held by the minister, having an attendance of about 44 pupils. 

‘The Evangelical church, on lot 26, concession 7, was organized 
in 1895 by Rev. L. Rothermal, and a log building erected. 
Services were held in this structure till 1882, when the present 
brick church was constructed. This congregation has been 
prosperous, having now about 200 members. Mr. L. Good as 
superintendent conducts a Sabbath school with about 165 pupils. 
Rev. L. Wittick is the pastor now in charge. 

The Evangelical Association, on concession 2, was organized in 
1868, and a church erected in 1870, on lot 37, costing about $1,000. 
Services are still held in this building. Its first minister was Rev. 
J.C. Staebler, whose pastorate comprised 33 members, now in- 
creased to 44. There is also a Sabbath school conducted by 
William Good, having an attendance of 50 pupils. Rev. L. K. Eidt, 
of Listowel, is pastor. The Evangelical church at Kurtzville was 
organized in 1889, and a stone building, erected by the Mennonites, 
was bought from that body, where services are still held. At its 
inception this congregation numbered 17 members, now increased 
to 47. About 50 pupils attend the Sabbath school in charge of 
Mr. Henry Fisher. Rev. Mr. Eidt is also pastor of this church. 

In 1863 an Episcopal church was established near Shipley by 
Rev. Mr. Newman, who was an excellent and kind-hearted man. 
‘A brick building was erected, but this congregation did not 
prosper as others. Service is now held here in summer only, by 
Rev. Mr. Farr, of Atwood. A Methodist church, known as 
Stewart's, was erected on lot 15, concession 3, which is now used 
for Sabbath school purposes only. 

‘At Mayne a Methodist congregation was organized at an early 
date. Subsequently a frame church was erected. There is a good 
attendance at this station, now in charge of Rev. David Rogers. 

The Evangelical Association, at Wallaceville, is a large congre- 
gation, with a church building on lot 7, concession 5. Rev. 
Henry Dierlamm is pastor. 
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On lot 4, concession 5, is a Methodist church, under the 
pastorate of Rev. Mr. Bartlett. This congregation is quite pro- 
gressive, having over 75 members. A Sabbath school is also con 
ducted in connection, having an average attendance of 50 pupils, 
with Mr. James Dezell as superintendent. 

At a very early period of settlement in Wallace a Mennonite 
congregation was organized, and a church erected on lot 43, con- 
cession 7, Montezuma Brothers was principal promoter of this 
mission. 

On lot 3, concession 7, is Zion Methodist church. This con- 
gregation has erected a brick building, and has a membership of 
about 50. Under Rev. Mr. Bartlett this station is progressive. 
There is also a Sabbath school, having about so pupils, under Mr. 
E. C. Robinson as superintendent. 

The Evangelical Lutheran church on lot 3, concession 9, was 
established at a more recent date than many others in Wallace. 
Since opening this mission a few years ago steady, if not rapid, 
progress is being made. Rev. Mr. Draschael is pastor. 

Perhaps the oldest church in Wallace is that at Molesworth. 
This congregation was organized by Rev. Mr. Renwick at an 
early day. In the historical sketches of Elma and Listowel will 
be found further remarks on this mission. 

Previous to 1858 Wallace had no separate municipal history. 
From its first settlement it formed a part of that district composed 
of Logan, Elma and Wallace. This large section of country was 
governed by one council, whose place of meeting was Mitchell, 
over twenty miles away. Rapid influx of population led to dis- 
memberment—a change rendered necessary for making those 
improvements requisite to development. Mr. D. D. Campbell 
was appointed by the county council to conduct the first election. 
On January 18, 1858, Mr. Campbell, as acting clerk, presided 
over Wallace’s first council. This body was composed of Free- 
born Kee, who was chosen reeve, Jas. Bolton, John McDermott, 
John Wilson and Joseph Farncomb. After completing those 


formalities usual in organizing a new council, their first motion 
was one regarding a union school section between Elma and 
24 
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Wallace, comprising lots 17 to 32, inclusive, concession one, 
‘Thus, in common with all other municipalities, a school section 
war began, which continued for many years before an adjustment 
was reached. At this meeting another motion was introduced, 
somewhat pernicious in its results, and one I regret to say longer 
acted upon in this township than any other in this county. This 
was a subordination of their own dignity by asking tenders for 
those offices which it was a part of their prerogative to bestow. 
Adopting this principle subrogated their intelligence to a mercen- 
ary consideration of dollars and cents. When a council or 
councillors shrink from exercising those powers conferred upon 
them by statute, they are no longer equal to their duties, and 
their conduct detracts from the dignity of that position they are 
called upon to fill. The prerogative of appointing fit and proper 
officers as servants of the people is one which no representative 
man can ignore. To select an officer from several applicants on 
the score of clamorous importunity or pecuniary need as expressed 
in his tender, in preference to natural fitness or acquired experi- 
ence, is not conducive to carrying out those ideals essential to a 
progressive democracy. 

At a meeting in February tenders for offices were opened and 
read. These were, indeed, extremely modest; Mr. Christopher 
Massey Hemsworth’s — being $45 per annum for clerk —was 
accepted. Whatever may have been Mr. Hemsworth’s other 
qualifications for this position, as a caligraphist he had no equal 
amongst municipal officers in this county. For treasurer, Wil- 
liam Craig received $40; assessor, William Henderson, $50; 
collector, James Stinson, $40. These amounts were quite 
adequate as compensation for duties to be performed by these 
officers, and could only have been accepted through lack of 
knowledge regarding the requirements they would be called on 
to perform. Except Mr. Hemsworth, who retained his position 
for many years, a change was quickly effected in all other offices. 
The mantle of this old officer seems to have fallen on the present 
incumbent, whose long period of service as clerk of Wallace has 
been characterized by a faithful discharge of his duties. 
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A second meeting was held in February, 1858, and an attempt 
made to dispose of school section difficulties by one sweeping 
measure of organization for the whole township. A by-law was 
passed creating ten districts, four of which were unions. TI 
enactment was considered an equitable one, and it was fondly 
hoped that the excitement which had been so prevalent would 
soon subside, But, “the best laid schemes of mice and men 
gang oft agley.” The trend and varying progress ever present in 
a new country, with other exigencies constantly arising, rendered 
abortive any attempt at a prompt solution of school boundaries. 
Re-adjustment after re-adjustment took place, and it was not till 
expensive and more permanent buildings were erected that school 
legislation was eliminated from local politics. 

At this meeting other important measures were passed, such as 
defining those securities to be given by township officers. The 
clerk was required to give bonds for £300; treasurer, who was 
also clerk after this year, £3,000; collector, £1,250. Councillors 
were each to receive $2 per day for each day at the board. By- 
laws were passed regulating houses of entertainment, of which 
this township appears never to have had more than five (at present 
there is only one). License fees were fixed at $14 per annum for 
hotels, with 70 cents to the clerk for issuing. On March 23, with 
a promptness worthy of imitation by all governing bodies, a settle- 
ment with the newly separated municipalities was made, and duly 
ratified by all parties. ‘This report allows liabilities against Logan 
amounting to £286, 8s., 834d., with a counter claim against 
Wallace of £112, 10s., or a balance in favour of the latter 
amounting to £173, 18s., 8d. Copies of this report are signed 
by Mr. Robert Jones, reeve of Logan, and Alex. Campbell and 
Patrick Collins on behalf of Wallace. At the next session a 


scheme was inaugurated for a public library, and $100 granted to 
purchase books. Regulations highly commendable were formu- 
lated for extending its usefulness. Like those attempts made by 
other municipalities, education through the medium of a circu- 
lating library did not succeed. Machinery in every case was set 
in motion, but the impetus was soon exhausted, and, as far as 
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councils were concerned, received no further attention. Another 
suggestive motion frequently occurring in old minute books sets 
forth that—“crossways may be made of any kind of timber except 
basswood, string pieces not to be more than ten inches in diameter, 
cross logs not less than six inches at the top end and not less than 
fifteen feet in length.” In August an intimation from the county 
clerk was read that $1,605 was to be levied for county purposes. 
Several schools also applied—No. 6 for $252; No. 3, $280; No. 7, 
$65. A total rate was ordered by the council to be collected 
amounting to $2,109. In February, 1839, the securities given 
by township officers were again re-considered, the collector being 
required to give as surety 800 acres of land subject to approval of 
the board. 

From a statement made in March, 1859, we are afforded an 
insight into pioneer life in a dark period of its history. A failure 
of crops in 1858 was followed by great hardship and distress in 
many backwoods homes throughout Perth County. In a town- 
ship so recently settled as Wallace, where the contest with poverty 
was at its crucial point between success and failure, losing a 
year’s labour fell on a struggling pioneer with crushing effect. 
‘Application was made for a share in the relief fund set apart by 
the county council, which was demanded in all municipalities to 
a greater or less amount. In Ward No. 1, Wallace, was dis 
tributed 82 barrels flour and 328 bush. wheat; No, 2, ror barrels 
flour and 105 bush. wheat; No. 3, 56 barrels flour and 87 bush. 
wheat; No. 4, 36 barrels flour and 110 bush. wheat; No. 5, 85 
barrels flour and 116 bush. wheat, making a total of 24o barrels 
flour and 746 bush. of wheat. For some reason unexplained 
applicants received three-quarters the quantity of flour asked for 
and five-ninths the quantity of wheat. 

At a meeting held on August 15th, 1860, a pe 




















jon was 


presented, praying that by-law No. 34, prohibiting the sale of 
spirituous liquor, be repealed. Another petition of an extraordin- 
ary character, was also presented, “praying that a meeting of 
ratepayers be called to discuss the propriety of preventing the 
county council from constructing a gravel road through the 
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township.” Also, ‘‘to consider the propriety of petitioning 
parliament to grant a separation of Wallace from Perth, and 


annex it to Wellington or a new county to be formed.” As a 
matter of fact, Wallace, by the authority of parliament, was 
placed in both Perth and Wellington Counties. It was not, there- 
fore, till complete organization was effected in Perth that the 
mistake was rectified. ‘These proceedings indicate a certain 
amount of discontent, which no doubt existed for many years 
subsequent to these events. Characterized by bitterness it cer- 
tainly was, when efforts were made to prevent the county council 
from carrying out much-needed improvements. As to separation, 
there could be no vaid reason for such a movement. Nothing 
could be gained by annexation to Wellington. Distance from 
Stratford may have been an argument in favour of dismember- 
ment, but would be quite as applicable in the other case. In 1879 
the matter culminated in a meeting held at Harriston, where a 
plan was submitted. The new county was to be called “Blake,” 
and to be composed of the townships of Minto and Maryborough, 
from Wellington; Mornington, Elma, Wallace, and Listowel, 
from Perth; and Grey, Howick, and Turnbury, from Huron. 
Arrangements were made to bring the whole matter before 
parliament. Delay ruined the scheme. 

An important product of this new fertile country was a crop of 
energetic country towns, who like all youths were progressive and 
consequential. Listowel, Harriston, and Palmerston previous to 
1879, when the last meeting was held, were all aspiring to the 
dignity and importance of being a county seat. Their anxiety in 
this instance appears to have outgrown their discretion. Each 
one of them was determined that if it could not receive the decided 
advantage for itself, it would as far as possible prevent other 
aspirants from succeeding. Thus the whole plan, which never 
was good, became at once abortive through petty jealousy of each 
other. While this scheme of a new county was unsuccessful, a 
complete change of policy soon took place amongst the people 
regarding gravel road improvement. In 1863 the central gravel 
road leading northward from Listowel was in course of construc- 
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tion. This was a great boon to Wallace in enabling her people to 
transport their surplus products with some degree of comfort. 
About 1860 certain events transpired in this township which 
literally leaves an impression on all official papers emanating from 
its council. Memories of these are embodied in the coat-of-arms 
engraved in its corporate seal. Prior to 1865 Wallace had no 





corporate seal. It is true her public documents had a distinctive 
character, arising from a plentiful application of red sealing wax 
stuck near official signatures. Meantime, two events in Canadian 
history had taken place which gave rise to an idea afterwards 
formulated into a coat-of-arms, the most unique, and, I dare say, 
appropriate of any corporate signet in this county. 

In September, 1860, the Prince of Wales, now King Edward, 
visited Canada. At Kingston all classes, orders and societies had 
erected arches in his honour. Amongst others that of the Orange 
order. The Duke of Newcastle, who was guardian of the Prince, 
refused to enter the city unless this obnoxious arch was removed. 
Of course it was not removed; His Grace, therefore, did not at 
that time visit Kingston. This was accepted as a direct insult to 














the order and their principles. During the period of this ex 





ment an election was held in this county. T. M. Daly w 
candidate of the Conservative party. Hon. Michael H. Foley, a 
Wallace gave a 
large majority for Mr. Daly, which aroused the indignation of the 
Toronto Globe. This paper had been endeavoring, since the 
incident at Kingston, to unite the whole Protestant party, but 
utterly failed with the Orangemen. In a spirit of retaliation it 
ccused the Tories, and Orangemen in particular, of having 


Catholic, was the candidate of his opponents, 














recourse to intimidation in Wallace, preventing their opponents 
from recording their votes. Be this as it may, the Globe, having 
exhausted its reportoire of vituperative political epithets, at last 
stumbled on that of calling the Wallace Tories, “' Daly's Lambs,” 
or ‘Wallace Lambs.” Meantime, Hon, John Hillyard Cameron, 
who was Grand Master of the Orange order, had been sent to 
England with the address of the Canadian Orangemen. He was 
graciously received by Her Majesty, who accepted the address, 





WALLACE 4or 


thus gaining a triumph over Newcastle. A double victory had 
been gained, one over Newcastle and another over Mr. Foley. It 
was determined these should be commemorated in a corporate 

al. On this insignia of authority two wreathes of maple leaves 
spring from the lower side extending upwards, branching right 
and left, forming an alcove in the centre supporting a crown as a 
symbol of loyalty in both parties. In the centre of this alcove 
stands the lamb, a perpetual memorial of meekness and good-will 
to all men, and safe under the protecting gis of British power. 

The term “Wallace Lamb” really originated at an election in 
the adjoining County of Wellington, between Mr. Chas. Clark, 
the Reform candidate, and Mr. Gowan, Conservative. Mr. T. R. 
Ferguson, M.P. for Simcoe, was a relative of Mr. Gowan, and 
assisted at the contest. On the evening of the first day's polling 
it was rumoured that the Reformers had recourse to intimidation, 
preventing Mr. Gowan’s friends from voting. A large number of 
Wallace people were from Simcoe, and to them Mr. Ferguson 
applied for support, and the clans were aroused. From a letter 
written by Mr. Jas. Robinson, of Crandell, Manitoba, who was an 
actor in the scene, we subjoin an extract as indicating what was 
not uncommon in old times at election contests:—‘ Early on the 
morning of the scond day the men of Wallace were there in great 
numbers, marshalled by T. R. Ferguson, when whiskey ran 
galore and riot ran high. Every man was armed with a good 
stout stick, and no surrender was the word. The opposing forces 
soon came together, and hostilities began, continuing with vary- 
ing success for both parties. In the melee Mr. Ferguson could be 
heard far above the din calling to his friends, ‘Be quiet, my dear 
lambs; be quiet, my sweet lambs.’ It was on this occasion, and 
at the riots in Hustonville where they were dubbed lambs. Had 
they been called lions the name would have been more appro- 
priate.” At the close of an election it often happened that the 
evolution of phrenological development had been rapid, varied, 
and abundant. Many an old settler who had gone to exercise his 
franchise, with a head as smooth as a turnip, returned with 
cranial organism so corrugated in outline as would have been a 
very symposium for investigation to Combe or Fowler. 
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Prior to 1867 this township had no railways nearer than Strat- 
ford or Mitchell, entailing great inconvenience in moving surplus 
farm products to market. An offer by the W.,G. & B. railway 
board of directors to run their line through its northern section 
was hailed with delight. A by-law granting $25,000, payable in 
twenty years, was submitted in September, and carried by a good 
majority. On September 23rd, 1871, a further bonus of $10,000 
was granted to the southern extension onward to Listowel. In 
1873 a county by-law was passed, granting $80,000 to the Stratford 
& Huron, and $40,000 to the Stratford & Port Dover railroads, 
also passing through Wallace. Independent, therefore, of a share 
of the county bonus, which she would be required to pay, in 1874 
another $10,000 was granted to this road. Thus, during three 
years, directly and indirectly, financial responsibilities had been 
incurred in this township amounting to nearly $60,000. Having 
made these liberal grants, it was several years before Wallace had 











a station within her limits. Long and persistent efforts had been 
made, culminating in a threat of legal proceedings, before the rail- 
road carried out their agreement, opening a station at Gowans- 
town, being the basis of their contract in obtaining a bonus. 
While this township had granted substantial aid to these great 
improvements, she had a source of income from school lands 
which relieved her to some extent from pressure under these 
obligations. Prior to 1886 revenue derived from school land sold 
amounted to $24,545. This had been paid by the government as 
her share of the improvement fund. 

In Wallace at present transportation facilities are good. Two 
energetic and progressive towns have been carved partly from her 
limits. Of these, Palmerston, as a railroad centre, rivals Stratford 
s are despatched from this point in all direc- 











in importance. Tr 


tions by which every corner of this county can be reached. A 
station at Gowanstown affords a convenient shipping point for 
surplus products in that section. Schools are equal to any in 
Perth County. Farm buildings attest a high degree of thrift and 
intelligence amongst her settlers. Roads, while all are not equal 
to those in some other municipalities, are rapidly improving 
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‘These advanced conditions all indicate a fertile soil and skilful 
development in agricultural methods. 

Following is a list of municipal officers from the period of 

organization to 190: 

Reeves.—1858-60, Freeborn Kee; 1861-3, John McDermott; 
1864, James Bolton; 1865-73, John McDermott ; 1874, Jos. H. 
ig} 1875-80, John McDermott; 1881-4, George Follis; 188: 
James Robinson; 1890-6, G. V. Poole; 1897-8, John Willoughby; 

1899-1900, John Brisbin; 1901-2, Joseph Walker. 

Deputy-Reeves,—1862, George Mills, first deputy-reeve; 1863, 

Wm, Follis; 1864, Freeborn Kee; 1865, Wm. Follis; 1866, Daniel 
D. Campbell; 1867-8, Wm. Follis; 1869, Edward Luck; 1870-3, 
Andrew Little; 1874-5, George Follis; 1876-8, Alex. Kennedy; 
1879, John Willoughby; 1880, Alex. Kennedy; 1881, John 
Willoughby; 1882-4, Alex. Kennedy; 1885-9, John Willoughby; 
1890-4, Alex. Kennedy; 1895-6, John Willoughby; 1897, Henry 
Coghlin; 1898, Joseph Walker. 

Councillors. —1838, James Bolton, J. McDermott, John Wilson, 
Farncomb; 1859, J. Bolton, J. McDermott, J. Wilson, Wm. 
ie 1860, J. McDermott, J. Wilson, Wm. Hemsworth, Joseph 

‘arncomb; 1861, Richard Strong, Wm. Follis, D. D. Campbell, 

James Bolton; 1862, Wm. Follis, D. D. Campbell, R. Strong; 
1863, R. Strong, D. D. Campbell, James Mulvey; 1864, D. D. 
Campbell, J. McDermott, J. Mulvey; 1865, D. D. Campbell, 
Lewis Bolton, Mathew Donelly; 1866, Wm. Ferguson, John 
Mills, James McGee; 1867, R. Strong, James Griffith, Joseph Kee; 
1868, R. Strong, M. Donelly, Thomas Greer; 1869, M. Donelly, 
Andrew Little, John Warren; 1870, M. Donelly, John Mills, G. 
Follis; 1871, G. Follis, J. Mills, M. Donelly; 1872-3, G. Follis, J. 
Mills, William Thompson; 1874, J. Mills, Alex. Kennedy, William 
C. Lewis; 1875, J. Mills, A. Kennedy, Philip Orth; 1876, J. Mills, 
P. Orth, James Robinson; 1877, J. Mills, J. Robinson, William 
Ferguson; 1878-9, J. Mills, W. Ferguson, Thomas Speers; 1880-3, 
W. Ferguson, W. Robinson, William King; 1884, W. Ferguson, 
Michael Farncomb, James Moffat; 1885, W. Ferguson, Robert 
Craig, Jacob Walter; 1886, R. Craig, J. Walter, John Brisbin; 
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1887, J. Brisbin, John Little, R. Craig; 1888-9, J. Brisbin, Geo. 
Little, Valentine Berlet; 1890, G. Little, William A. King, Henry 
Coghlin; 1891-4, W. A. King, H. Coghlin, William Morley; 1895, 
H. Coghlin, W. Morley, Gustave Nickel; 1896, H. Coghlin, John 
Brisbin, Joseph Walker; 1897, W. Morley, J. Walker, Gustave 
Nickel; 1898, W. Morley G. Nickel, J. Burns; 1899-1900, J. 
Walker, W. Morley, J. Burns, Samuel E. Smith; 1901, W. 
Morley, J. Burns, S. E. Smith, John Koch; 1902, J. Burns, S. E. 
Smith, J. Koch, Andrew Demman. 

Clerks.—1858-71, Christopher Massey Hemsworth; 1872, 
William Hemsworth; 1873-3, Marmaduke Hemsworth, resigned, 
R. G. Roberts, appointed; 1876-1902, R. G. Roberts. 

Treasurers.—1858, William Craig; 1859-71, Christopher M. 
Hemsworth; 1872, Wm. Hemsworth; 1873-73, Marmaduke 
Hemsworth; 1876-1902, John Stewart. 

Assessors. —1858, Wm. Henderson; 1859, Chas. Adams; 1860, 
Wm. Henderson; 1861, Jas. Stinson, Edward Leech; 1862, Wm. 
Henderson; 1863, Samuel Davidson; 1864, Robert Newton; 1865, 
Freeborn Kee; 1866, George S. Climie; 1867, F. Kee; 1868-9, 
Joseph H. Craig; 1870, John Stewart; 1871-2, Joseph H. C 
1873, Alex. McKay; 1874, Wm. J. Stewart; 1875, Robert Wilson; 
1876, Jos. H. Craig; 1877, Wm. J. Stewart; 1878, Jos. H. Craig; 
1879, Wm, Stewart; 1880-2, Jos. H. Craig; 1883-4, Adam Hunt; 
1885, John Strong; 1886, Lloyd Bourns; 1887-90, John Strong; 
1891-2, Thos. C. Greer; 1893-6, S. E. Hunt; 1897-1902, Adam 
Strong. 

Collectors. —1858, Jas. Stinson; 1859, Chas. Adams; 1860-1, 
Wm. Henderson; 1862, George S. Climie; 1863, Thos. McDowell; 
1864, Jas, Mellroy; 1865, Jos. Kee, John Warren; 1866, John 
Warren; 1867-8, Jas. Robinson; 1869, George McKee; 1870-3, 
Jas. Mulvey; 1874-5, Wm. Follis; 1876-8, J. Warren; 1879-80, 
Jas. Simpson; 1881-4, Valentine Berlet; 1885-97, Jas. Simpson; 
1898-1902, John Nelson. 

Auditors.—1859, Wm, Hemsworth, Robert Martin; 1860-1, 
‘Thos. McDawell, E, Leech; 1862, John Michie, Thos. McDowell; 
































1863, Thos. H. Gowan, J. Michie; 1864, Robert Newton, R. W. 
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Hermon; 1865, Alex. Morrow, Joseph H. Donelly; 1866, Samuel 
Davidson, Freeborn Kee; 1867-8, Andrew Little, Robert Mc- 
Dowell ; 1869-70, G. McKee, F. Kee; 1871, G. McKee, Thos. 
McDowell; 1872, Wm. Follis, John Stewart; 1873, George B. 
Gordon, F. Kee; 1874, Geo. S. Climie, Mathew Donelly; 1875, 
J. Stewart, Jas. Robinson; 1876, Jos. H. Craig, Robert Wilson; 
1877-9, John Mason, Wm. Follis; 1880, J. Mason, Wm. Turn- 
bull; 1881-2, George V. Poole, Wm. Turnbull; 1883, J. Mason, 
G. V. Poole; 1884-9, Henry Coghlin, G. V. Poole; 1890, Adam 
Hunt, Wm. Somerville; 1891-5, Wm. Somerville, George Howie; 
1896-7, Wm. J. Somerville, Wm. J. Turnbull; 1898-1902, Harvey 
Ellis, Wm. J. Turnbull. 





















































Not a more beautiful spot in the valley of the Thames could 
have been chosen for a town than that at Little Falls. A triple 
descent over three ledges of rock, each from two to three feet in 
perpendicular height by the river whose volume in pioneer days 
was very great, formed a scene which, indeed, must have been 
most impressive. Its picturesque environment in these beautiful 





valleys, withdrawing north, south and east, must have formed a 
scene in dreamy October days so vast, so varied in its variegated 
colors, as to impress the first adventurers by its singular mag- 
nificence and splendour. 

To this spot came Mr. Thomas Ingersoll in 841, and was first 
pioneer at Little Falls. Subsequent to Blanshard being surveyed, 
in 1839, Mr. Ingersoll had made certain arrangements with the 
Canada Company to erect a saw and grist mill as an inducement 
for settlers to locate in this new township. To attain an object so 
desirable Mr. Ingersoll sent a staff of workmen to proceed with 
these improvements in the autumn of 1841. With these pioneers 
came James McKay, still living in St. Marys, and last remaining 
of those hardy backwoodsmen who came to Little Falls previous 
to 1845. A saw mill was erected on what is now Water street, 
on its west side, and close to Trout creek, At this point was cut 
down the first tree in St. Marys. A log house was erected, into 
which William Carroll came with his wife and child, also in 1841. 
This building was used as a boarding house for Mr. Ingersoll’s 
workmen and such travellers as ventured into this remote settle- 
ment. Another log house was erected on the northwest corner of 
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Water and Queen streets, and another near the corner of Church 
and Park streets by Mr. Tracey, These buildings were completed 
in 1842, and constituted at that period the hamlet of Little Falls. 

Prior to 1844, as will be noticed by a reference to “ Historical 
Sketch of Blanshard,” a number of settlers had located in this 
new section. On the occasion of a visit during that year by Mr. 
Jones, Canada Company Commissioner at Goderich, who was 
accompanied by his wife, it was decided by the citizens that a 
more euphonious name than Little Falls should be given to this 
now important village. The honour of giving a new name was 
accorded to Mrs. Jones, who had subscribed ten pounds towards 
erecting a school. This building stands on the corner of James 
and Queen streets, and is still used for school purposes. Mrs. 
Jones, therefore, named Little Falls in honour of herself, calling it 
St. Marys, her name being Mary. The next buildings erected in 
s were two stores, one by Mr. Cruttenden, from Beach- 
ville, and another by James McKay. These stood together about 
the centre of the block between Water and Wellington streets, on 
Queen street, north side. This was in 1843. On the south side of 
Queen street was another log building, erected also by Mr. 
Cruttenden for a hotel, the first in St. Marys. Between this 
hostlery and Water street was fenced in with a rail fence, forming 

















an enclosure where the oxen were fed while their owners were 





guests of the hotel or transacting business elsewhere. This space 
was afterwards occupied for a period of nearly fifty years by the 
National hotel, and now by the Whelihan block. South of this 
cattle yard, east side of Water street, was a coal pit, where coke 
was made, to supply the only blacksmith shop in Blanshard. This 
shop was opened by a person named Smith, near where is now thé 
post office, corner of Jones and Water streets. The next impor- 
tant branch of trade established in St. Marys was that of shoe- 
making, by Mr. Dunn, Meantime Mr. Ingersoll had completed 
his grist mill, and St. Marys began to assume the airs of a smart 
business centre. 

During these years, between 1841 and_ 1844, Blanshard was 
rapidly filling up, and a number had penetrated into the woods far 
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west of the river. Amongst others an enterprising and courageous 
young pioneer, weary of his lonely condition and the cold, cheer- 
less aspect of his log cabin, sought out a fair one on whom he 
could centre his affections and make her the cherished ornament 
of his home life. Amid those leafy shades of Blanshard’s lovely 
valleys he woo’d and won a fair backwoods maiden, They had 
arranged to abridge the period of their courtship, and complete 
their happiness in a most proper and orthodox way by entering 
into the closer relationship of matrimonial life. With these very 
natural and highly honourable intentions they repaired to Little 





Falls, as a likely place where a clergyman could be found, who, by 
performing the ceremony, would consummate their bliss. Fortune 
so far had favoured them, a minister, by chance, happening to be 
visiting at Little Falls, who would, doubtless, be pleased to com- 
plete their happiness. A license had been procured from London 
some days previous, and everything seemed pointing to a happy 
termination. But, alas for all human expectations. The river was 
rolling in terrific fury from bank to bank, and they had no means 
of crossing. On its east side stood the minister, with that wild, 
rolling stream dashing between him and the young people on its 
western shore, Hope seemed for a moment to die in their hearts. 
But it was only for a moment. It is Said love laughs at lock- 
smiths, as it does at foaming rivers. If the license could be sent 
across proceedings might go forward. Even this obstacle could 
be overcome, and was overcome by the ingenious bride. No 
solution of their difficulties was presented by the bridegroom. 














“Tie the license around a stone,” whispered the blushing 
maiden, ‘‘and throw it over.” This plan was adopted, and the 
marriage solemnized, let us hope to the supreme contentment 
of her whose timely suggestion had been productive of such 
happy results. 

On Jones street, near the river, yet stands unprotected in i 
lonesome decay an old landmark in St. Marys—an aged maple 
tree. This old tree has a history. It was under its spreading 
branches the minister stood when the young couple waited on the 
other side. Here he pronounced those obligations and respon- 
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sibilities they were to assume ere they entered that delectable 
land, amid whose hills and vales they were destined to wander till 
death should sever them. Under this old tree he stood and 
listened for the irrevocable pronouncement of that youthful pair, 
who, with hands clasped, called above the noisy waters, “I 
Never was such a marriage consummated in St. Marys. There 
were no pages on that occasion, no orange blossoms, no flower 
girls, no canopy of ambrosial aromatic sweets. Aye; but it was 
none the less loyal, nor less happy, that it was celebrated under 
the wider and more glorious canopy of heaven—God’s heaven, 
What if there were no organ’s soft swell in measured tones of the 
wedding march, was there not a more beautiful cadence in that 
rolling river, intermingled with birds’ sweet songs in that old tree, 
which seemed to lift its leafy head more proudly at such a time to 
a sunlit, cloudless sky. 

From 1841 to 1844 Little Falls had no postal faci beyond 
that supplied by Mr. Cruttenden and Mr. McKay. These gentle- 
men were self-constituted postmasters and mail carriers. Mr. 
Cruttenden, when he brought his supplies from Beachville, brought 
mail also. This was distributed by himself and Mr. McKay to 
their several customers as they chanced to call. As Blanshard 
was speedily settled, Little Falls grew rapidly. Queen street 
was cleared of its ancient covering of timber. A great bank of 
gravel, about twenty feet in perpendicular height, which crossed 
it at right angles where the town hall and Windsor hotel now 
stand, was levelled and made suitable for traffic. Business men 
had gathered in and erected buildings. Messrs, Edward Long, 
Milner Harrison, George McIntyre, Moscrip, Barron, Flaws, Mc- 
Cuaig, McDonald, Hutton, Guest, and many others had largely 
extended its commercial interests, supplying new settlers with 
goods necessary to backwoods life. Streets were now laid out, 
and a few private residences began to appear here and there 
amongst those black stumps which still disfigured its principal 
thoroughfares. Queen street presented a busy scene of traffic 
with oxen and sleds. Stores were being erected, much distin- 
guished by a simplicity in architectural design. These were built 
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ususally with gables to the street, and were low structures, in 
whose interior were displayed a class of goods suitable to pioneer 
life—potash kettles, logging chains, cow bells, axes, cow-hide 
boots, moccasins, home-made flannel, maple sugar, and fat pork 
having prominence. In a place of such importance, therefore, 
postal facilities could not longer be delayed. During 1845 a 
regular mail service was established from London, and Little 
Falls, or St. Marys, became’a trading centre for a great extent of 
fertile country. 

It was not till a period subsequent to 1860 that St. Marys began 
to assume its present appearance. Prior to that time few good 
buildings existed, and these were on Queen street. All fine struc- 
tures were of stone. The Oddfellows’ hall, the largest and most 
massive building in St. Marys, is also of stone, and would be 
creditable to a much larger town. As late as 1870 brick was not 
used to any extent for building purposes, all permanent structures 
being of stone, from which arose that familiar appellation, ‘‘Stone 
Town.” Although inexhaustible deposits of rock are found in 
close proximity, nearly all new structures are now built of brick. 
This seems an improvement, relieving that monotonous regularity 
on the principal streets. As late as 1860 St. Marys could boast 
of comparatively few residences, and these were modest, indeed. 
Excepting a large dwelling, now owned by Messrs. Weir, which 
crowned the hilltop on Church street south, all others were 
destitute of ordinary architectural embellishment. This residence 
was erected by Mr. Tracey, an old pioneer, who was owner of a 
portion of that land on which the town is built. This eminence is 
now most beautiful, and every way worthy of those luxurious 
dwellings that nestle here and there amongst a mass of foliage 
crowning this height. Forty years ago this spot was naked and 
bare, presenting a cold and cheerless aspect. 

The only public building worthy of mention, even for several 
years subsequent to 1860, was the central school, This structure 
still remains, and although it does not challenge our admiration in 
its commonplace outlines, it has the merit of being substantial. 
During the autumn of 1859 was completed another rookery, 
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dignified by the appellation of town hall. This crowning effort of 
embellishment was quite multifarious in the various objects it was 
designed to accommodate. It was built of frame, painted a dirty 
yellow. A small erection on its roof like a pigeon-house was 
denominated the cupola or bell tower. Its exterior aspect, 
uncouth though it was, scarcely indicated the conditions of its 
interior arrangements as far as color or odor was concerned. It 
were located a 








was a useful structure, and within its filthy walls 
mayor's office, town clerk’s office, police office, jail, several 
butcher stalls, and various repositories for hides, whose redolent 
effluvia would have indicated a splendid subject for investigation 
by our present board of health. This old place was destroyed by 
cent new building 











fire several years ago, and in 1891 a mag! 
raised in its stead, worthy of the citizens and highly ornamental 
to the town. 

In 1858 the Grand Trunk railway reached St. Marys, giving an 
impetus to all classes of trade, which was of great advantage to 
all. For years subsequent to this event St. Marys grain market 
was far in advance of any surrounding business centres. On the 
streets could be seen every day a dozen of grain buyers, all busy, 
with long strings of loaded waggons pouring into town from all 
directions. During autumn the market square was for several 
hours each day blocked with teams, and extending down Queen 
street as far as Wellington was a mass of men and horses, with 
wheat and other products awaiting an opportunity to move 
onward. George Carter, the pioneer grain merchant of St. 
Marys, was for twenty-five years a conspicuous figure amid this 
bustle and apparent confusion. Mr. Carter was in many respects 
most energetic days did much to 








a daring speculator, and in hii 
maintain the precedence this town had gained as a grain market. 
A vast quantity of produce flowed into St. Marys at that period, 





the Grand Trunk being the primary cause, which in a few 
years was disseminated amongst several other points. In 1860 
the main line was opened to Sarnia, and markets were established 
in Lucan, and, later still, in Granton. This seriously affected the 


western trade, and the subsequent building of the London, Huron 
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& Bruce railroad destroyed it to a still greater extent. The 
opening of these roads, though most advantageous to the sections 
of country through which they passed, almost for a time paralyzed 
St. Marys. During the last ten years many evidences of return- 
ing prosperity are observable, arising from causes which we trust 
will be lasting and conducive to solid progress. To facilitate the 
volume of business arising out of this movement in grain and 
other farm products, a branch of the Bank of Montreal was 
established in 1862, and later on the Traders Bank also opened a 
branch, which two financial institutions have aided greatly in 
developing trade in this locality. 

With the influx of population subsequent to 1845 we note also 
ional men, ‘The medical staff was 











the presence of profe: 
represented at an early day by Dr. Thayer. He was a thin, wiry 
man, and nature seems to have designed him for pioneer work. 
Dr. Nelles, Dr. Coleman, and Dr. Wilson were all old pioneers. 
At present eight medical men reside in St. Marys: Dr. Matheson, 
Dr. Brown, Dr. Sparks, Dr. Smith, Dr. Fraleigh, Dr. Stanley, 
Dr. Knox and Dr. Hotham, all graduates of our schools and 
colleges. In law Mr. Dartnell, who was elevated to the bench, 
Mr. Macfadden, late county court clerk, and Leon M. Clench were 
pioneers. This profession is now represented by Messrs. E. W. 
Harding, J. W. Graham, Leonard Harstone and Armour Ford. 
Dental surgery was not introduced in St. Marys for many years 
subsequent to first settlement, Dr. Rupert being a pioneer. This 
branch of surgery is now represented by Dr. James Roberts, Dr. 
McGorman, Dr. Follick and Dr. Harden. Veterinary science has 
three representatives. Dr. William Gibb was for several years an 
examiner at the Toronto Veterinary School and president of the 
Veterinary Association. Dr. George Gibb and Dr. William 
Stevens are graduates of Toronto, In field sports St. Marys has 
always maintained an advanced position. In those amusements 
so conducive to manly development which attract Canadian youth 
she has no mean share of honour. Her curlers have vanquished 
many a foe on hard fought fields. On several occasion they have 
stood face to face with the finals. Amongst those old veterans of 













































































SMIV]Y “Ug ‘HOWNHD sal “Ig 


























ST. MARYS. 417 


the broom and gliding stone time has made sad havoc. Many of 
our old enthusiastic champions who stood around the tee giving 
a shout of triumph at a lucky shot are now, alas! lagging on 
death's ‘hog score.” 

In 1853 was issued the first newspaper in St. Marys, by Mr. 
George R. McIntosh, a son of an old pioneer settler. This paper 
was called the Journal, and Reform in politics. It was sold to 
Mr. Abbott, who transformed it into a Conservative organ. Mean- 
time Mr. Riggs established another paper in Reform interests, 
which he named the Argus. About 1857 Mr. A. J. Belch became 
proprietor of this paper, conducting it for a number of years with 
some success. Newspaper circulation at that period was very 
limited. To ensure even moderate success a man venturing on 














the sea of journalism had usually to be editor, proprietor, pub- 
lisher, compositor, pressman, and devil, all combined. The Argus 
is now a lively eight-page paper, printed by a steam press. Mr. 
Dillon, present editor and publisher, is an expert and clever writer. 
While the Argus was making way into many homes, Mr. Abbott 
issued a Conservative paper as a second venture, the Journal 
meantime having become defunct. This paper passed through 
many viscissitudes, changing names and proprietors frequently, 
until it came into possession of John W. Eedy, a most enterprising 
publisher, who, under its original name, has given it an influence 
never previously attained in its history. The Journal, like the 
Argus, is an eight-page sheet, both having a large advertising 
patronage. St. Marys has now a third printing office, well 
equipped, used for job work only, and owned by Mr. M. J. Dewey. 

For two years subsequent to first settlement there were no 
schools. In 1843 Mr. Nicholas Rogers came to Little Falls, 
and opened a private school. There was no building, but he 
transformed a part of his shanty into a seminary, where he trained 
the young boys and girls of this new section. Since that period 
educational matters have made great progress, ample provision 
having been made for comfort and convenience both to teachers 
and children. St. Marys has now four public and one separate 
school, in which are employed a staff of nine teachers. The public 
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schools are under principal William D. Spence, his assistants 
being all females. St. Marys public school buildings are severely 
plain in architectural style, and certainly indicate a desire for utility 
rather than show. One of these js an ancient structure, erected 
in pioneer days as a place of incarceration for evil doers. This 
has been transformed from a cold cell for expiation of guilt to a 
comfortable room for training innocent youth. The separate 
school has a substantial and well equipped building, and is also 
doing good work, employing one teacher only. 

In 1873 a high school was erected, which, a few years later, as 
a recognition of its effective work, was elevated to the dignity of 
a Collegiate Institute. This is an imposing and well equipped 
school, from whose classes have gone out many clever students, 
whose names are now written on the scroll of fame, adding lustre, 
not to St. Marys alone, but to Canada, This institution has been 
for many years presided over by Mr. Stephen Martin, a worthy 
‘and efficient educator, who has done his duty well. With him 
are associated four assistants, one being a female. The average 
attendance at this school is about 175. For a more complete 
description of our public school system and methods employed, 
the reader is referred to ‘ Remarks on Education” in another part 
of this work. 

In the municipal building will be found the mechanics’ in: 
brary, consisting of four thousand volumes. This institution 
free to all citizens, and open every lawful day. Reading rooms 
are also open in connection, on whose tables can be found the 
leading periodicals of interest to Canadian readers. This institu- 
tion is supported partly by government aid, and largely by special 
grants from the town. It is well conducted by a board of prom- 
inent citizens, appointed as governors by the people. A great 
number of societies—benovelent and otherwise—are represented 
in St. Marys. Oddfellows, Hibernians, Foresters, Maccabees, 
Chosen Friends, Workmen, Orange Society, Sons of Scotland, 
and most ancient of all, Free Masons, are doing good work. 
In their places of meeting will be found not only rational amuse- 
ment, but practical educational work is done, useful to members 
in business affairs of everyday life. 
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Although St. Marys has several important manufacturing es- 
tablishments—one of which is equal to any in the county—i 
number or variety she is not equal to Stratford or Listowel. The 
first of these was a saw mill, erected in 1841. In 1843 a grist 
mill was also built by Mr. Ingersoll, near Queen street bridge, 
still operated by the G. Carter Co. In 1849 Mr. Gilbert McIntosh 
erected a carding and fulling mill on Thames avenue. This old 
establishment has long since passed away ; perhaps few in St. 
Marys could now point out the place where it stood. The first 
foundry was erected at the west end of Queen street bridge, about 
1847. This place is now occupied by O’Brien Bros. In 1849 
another foundry was opened by John R. Moore, where agricultural 
implements were manufactured. For a period extending over 30 
years, until his retirement by age, this establishment and its 
proprietor enjoyed a full measure of confidence by his patrons. 
This business was, on Mr. Moore's retirement, taken over by 
Chas. Richardson & Co., who entered into the manufacturing of ! 
dairy machinery. This has been a great success, nearly 4o men 
being now employed on this class of goods, which are sent to 

every corner of the Dominion. Industry was still further pro- 
moted by Mr. Weir and Mr. Forester erecting flax mills, giving 
employment to a large number of our people. A woolen mill has 
been operated by Mr. Myers for a quarter of a century, employ- 
ing over 30 hands. 

In 1888 David Maxwell & Sons removed their implement 
factory to St. Marys. This is the largest establishment in the 
town, employing at certain seasons about 200 men. Several acres 
are covered by the plant of this firm, whose goods are now sent 
to every corner of the world. By removing these important 
works to this point a great impetus has been given to all branches 
of trade. Of late years, too, the great deposits of stone in thi 
section are being worked and utilized. Improved crushing 
machines have been introduced, and broken stone for macadam- 
ized roads is now being sent to many parts of our country. 
Procuring building stone and lime, for which there seems an 
increasing demand, is affording remunerative employment to a 
large number of men. 
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Besides these important industries there are two planing mills, 
two marble cutting establishments, and the largest creamery 
plant in Canada, This enterprise was introduced in 1896, to 
manufacture butter for the British market. In connection with 
this industry are a dozen skimming stations, surrounding the 
central, at a distance of from five to ten miles, to which points 





milk is hauled, run through centrifugal machines, the cream 
extracted, sent to the central, manufactured into butter, and 
shipped everywhere. During 1901 over $100,000 was obtained 
for butter, and put in circulation amongst the farmers who were 
patrons of this institution. 

For thirty years subsequent to first settlement, perhaps, no 
place of equal importance possessed so many undignified churches 
as St. Marys. They were all on a line of equality, and no con- 
gregation could arrogate to themselves any sense of superiority 
over another where all were so plain, In 1883 matters took a 





change for the better, since which time great improvements have 
been made, There are now few towns in Canada of equal popu- 
lation containing’ so many fine churches, and there are also few 
having so many beautiful situations for such buildings. St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic church, on Widder street, is an imposing 
edifice. This mission was established in 1852, or shortly prior to 
that period, by Rev. Father Kirwin, Service was first held in 
Patrick Whelihan’s dozen worshippers met 
together, few Catholics being yet in this section. A small build- 








house, where half 


ing was next erected of boards, near where the present church 
now stands. It was only at long intervals, however, that prayers 
were attended, there being no resident clergyman. Rev. Father 
Crinnon, who afterwards became Bishop of Hamilton, succeeded 
Rey. Father Kirwin. Under his ministration a stone church was 
built in 1861, For a period of more than thirty years service was 














held in this old building, until the congregation had outgrown 
such accommodation as it afforded. In September, 1892, under 
the present pastor, Rev. Father Brennan, the foundation stone of 
a new and splendid edifice was laid, consecration by Rev. Dr. 
O'Conner following in 1893. This new building is cruciform in 
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plan, and measures 54x 120 feet. In style it is thirteenth century 
Gothic, modified to some extent, which we think mars the im- 
pressiveness of its front elevation. It is of St. Marys stone, giving 
an ait of solidity and strength to the whole structure. Label 
mouldings, string sills, and arch stones are executed in Ohio sand- 
stone, while the roof is covered with slate. Central in the front 
elevation rises a massive tower to a height of 69 feet, crowned 
with a spire of 61 feet, making in all 130 feet from the base to the 
top of the gilded cross. The main entrance is beautifully executed 
in Ohio stone. On each side are two polished granite columns 
resting on moulded stone bases, and supporting richly-carved 
capitals, from which spring a pointed arch, also in Ohio stone. 
Side elevations are broken by transepts and massive buttresses, 
on each side of which is a lancet-shaped window. A long sanc- 
tuary of semi-octagonal shape occupies the north end, and is 
separated from the nave by a massive arch. The windows of the 
nave, transepts, and sanctuary are of translucent glass, each 
opening containing an artistically painted figure of a saint. The 
whole building is finely finished, and lighted with electricity. 
During 25 years Father Brennan has done a good work for the 
Catholics in St, Marys and vicinity. The congregation now co! 
sists of about 130 families. 

Early records in connection with St. James’ Anglican church are 
meagre and unsatisfactory, affording little data for a historian. 

ev. Mr. Brough, who afterwards became archdeacon of Huron 


diocese, was the first Episcopal minister to visit St. Marys. 


History leaves him the reputation of being a worthy man, full of 
zeal, and with a heart glowing with true missionary spirit. He 
was a faithful old pioneer. In 1843 he first visited Little Falls, 
preaching to the few people settled there at that time. No 
regular incumbent of this denomination was stationed in St. 
Marys till 1856, when Rev. Mr. Lampman accepted the responsi- 
bility of organizing a congregation. During Mr. Lampman’s 
pastorate a church was erected. It was not completed, however, 
for several years, from causes which interfered sadly in those 
days with all enterprises, as well as building churches. A 
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rectory was purchased west of the river, where the minister 
resided until 1890, when it was sold, and the present house 
constructed. The present Anglican church building is of stone, 
and, since its renovation in 1886, is a striking illustration of 
old English ecclesiastical architecture. A prominent feature of 
this style is a low elevation, flanked at one corner with a heavy 





massive tower extending somewhat higher than the building 
itself, The cornice on this tower is coped with a heavy plinth in 
castellated form, giving to the whole an aspect of solidity rather 
than gracefulness in outline, Heavy buttresses support the walls. 
Between each of these are lancet-shaped windows filled with trans- 
lucent glass, harmonizing with its interior arrangement. Upon 
completion of this edifice in 1886 it had on it a debt of about 
$5,000. It has had several benefactors in its history. Mrs. Hill, 
widow of Arundel Hill, an old pioneer of Blanshard, was donor of 
an elegant communion set, and till her death was a kind patron. 
‘A beautiful font of Carrara marble, the gift of Mrs. C. S. Rumsey, 
is one of the interior ornaments, adding much to its appearance. 
The greatest benefactor this church perhaps ever had is its present 
rector, Rev. W. J. Taylor. Through his exertions in England a 
sufficient sum was obtained to release it from all indebtedness. 











‘A lectern and prayer desk were also gifts by Mr. Taylor, which, 
with a pipe organ, gives an air of impressiveness to its whole 
interior. 
Methodism 
previous to 1848. Service was held by local preachers, of which 
there were several in Nissouri, as well as by regular ministers 
who chanced to visit the new settlement. Subsequent to the old 
stone school house on Queen street being erected, meetings were 
held in that building. A regular mission was first organized in 
1848 by Rev. William T. Williams, who was succeeded in 1849 
by Rev. Thomas Williams. During 1849 a report on membership 
was presented, showing 119 names in good standing. Although 
Mr. Williams has the honour of establishing Methodism in St. 
Marys, he was by no means the apostle of this body in Blanshard. 
To Rev. Ephraim Evans undoubtedly belongs this distinction 


St. Marys did not exist as an organization 
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His was the voice crying in the wilderness, “prepare ye the way.” 
In 1842 this preacher had established a mission on the M. R. in 
the shanty of Mr. Johnston Armstrong, which organization is now 
Zion church, Blanshard, 

Methodist progress in St. Marys was rapid, and in 1856 a 
church was built. This was of stone, nearly square, and rudely 
constructed. Twelve years later an addition was built 25 x 75 ft., 
making rather a commonplace looking sanctuary. Service was 
held in this building till 1879, when under the pastorate of Rev. 
Dr. Rice a fine edifice was erected at a cost of $13,000. This did 
not long suffice for the wants of this rapidly increasing congrega- 
tion, In 1893 another large building was added for a Sabbath 

‘hool and lecture room, and costing nearly $7,000. 
still further accommodation was necessary, and the 
re-modelled at considerable cost. The auditorium of this church 
is 55 x 90 ft., while its gallery is 50 x 12 ft. This is a larger area 
thar any other ecclesiastical building in St. Marys contains. Its 
interior is handsome. Beautiful translucent windows, Gothic 
pamnelling, crimson-covered doors and ornamental ceiling give an 
effect worthy of the cause it is designed to serve. Not one of the 
old -rustee board who laid the first church foundation is now left. 
Messrs. Edward Long, Robert Dickie, Joshua Brink, and William 
Carroll (the greatest benefactor the old church ever had) have all 
passed away. Over 600 members are now on the roll of this 
flourishing congregation, under the ministration of Rev. Mr. 
Manning. A Sabbath school is also conducted by Mr. Frank 
Butcher as superintendent, having 500 names on the roll and an 
average attendance of 4oo every Sabbath day. 

Of the religious denominations organized in St. Marys, that 


of the Baptist is most recent. Since its inception progress has 
been marked “by a steady increase in numbers and influence. 
Amongs: the earliest and most enthusiastic supporters of this body 
is Mr. &. H. Mitchell, to whose zeal and untiring exertions it 
‘owes much of its success. Services were first held in connection 
with this congregation by Elder Jones, who continued for two 
years. Subsequent to Mr. Jones, Elder Freeman was inducted, 
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under whose ministrations much progress appears to have been 
made. In 1864 a church was erected, and in this modest though 
substantial building service is still held. A largely increased 
membership has led to steps being taken to construct a new build- 
ing, more in keeping with the wealth and importance of the con- 
gregation. Before this work, therefore, will be issued, a large 
and handsome new building of brick will be erected in a central 
place at a cost of not less than $7,000. Financial affairs in this 
church have been managed with skill and economy, there being no 
liabilities, and it has a sufficient fund at its disposal to complete 
the new structure. Its members have rapidly increased. In 1864 
there were 18; at present there are over 100. A Sabbath school 
is conducted, with an attendance of 70 pupils, under Mr. Mitchell, 
who has been superintendent since its inception until a short time 
since, when, on his retirement, he was elected honorary superin- 
tendent as a mark of approval for his long service. The congre- 
gation is now in charge of Rev. Mr. Chapman. 

The First Presbyterian is the pioneer church in St. Marys, as it 
certainly claims priority in establishment, and, at one, period of its 
existence, superiority in numbers over all other denominations. 
It appears a strange phase of early settlement that while 3lan- 
shard, west of the river, was largely located by North of Ireland 
people, St. Marys, lying Wholly within its limits, was largely 
Scotch. This somewhat anamolous condition gave the P-esby- 
terians an ascendency in St. Marys, which, although by no means 
to the same extent, they still retain. Early records are somewhat 
meagre, or of such a character as are not historically useful. 
Avonton has priority of establishment over any congregation in 
South Perth, St. Marys at one period forming a part. Rev. Mr. 





Skinner first established a mission at Little Falls, preaching in a 
cooper shop owned by one James Barron, corner of Queen and 
Wellington streets. Mr. Skinner also preached near Prospect 
Hill prior to 1847, dispensing baptismal rites in several families in 
that section. Rev. Dr. Proudfoot was first stationed minister, 
residing in a log shanty on the hill top near Mr. Josep Pearin's 
farm residence. On one occasion Mr. John Legg, sr., took over 
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is oxen to root up a small patch amongst the stumps, where the 
minister could plant a few potatoes. Having completed this work, 
Mr. Proudfoot asked what he had to pay, ‘I'll tak’ ma pay in 
preaching,” responded the backwoods man. ‘‘Aweel, ma maun, if 
my preaching doesna pay you better than it does me we'll a’ 
starve thegeither, for my pouch has been as empty o’ siller for 
the last six months as the collection plate on Sunday,” which, in 
those days, was likely to be true. 

In 1851 a grant was made by Thomas Ingersoll, for a nominal 
sum of five shillings, of lots 10 and 11 on Church and Widder 
streets to erect a church. A bond was given for the deed until 
1870, when a transfer was completed. This site was still in 
bush, and a “bee” was made, sufficient space being cleared for 
present purposes. In 1852 Rev. Dr. Caven, now and for many 
years principal of Knox college, Toronto, had been ordained and 
succeeded Dr. Proudfoot. A frame church was erected during this 
year, but was not completed for some time subsequently, the con- 
gregation sitting on planks laid on blocks of wood. As years 
passed on addition after addition was made to this old structure, 
until it seemed like a great mole-hill crowning a beautiful site and 
trying to crawl down into the valley. In 1873 a committee was 
for funds to erect a new building which 
than 1,000 people, and cost not more than 














appointed to canv 





would seat not les: 
$15,000, no contract to be let till $12,000 was subscribed and 


$8,000 paid up. Abundant success was the result of this move- 





ment. $10,000 was at once subscribed, and the committee advised 
that a new building be erected. I subjoin a list of this committee, 
who were all staunch men of that olden time :—William Currie, 
William Brown, Robert Harstone, Thomas McIntyre, John Sander- 
son, T. O, Robson, John Adair, Jas. R. Moore, Robert Barbour, 
David Junior, Wm. McIntosh, Malcolm Laughton, Alex. Woods, 
Alex. Robertson, David A. Robertson, John McLean, Thomas 
Crozier, Wm, McGregor, and Wm. Somerville. It was not till 
1882, however, that the present edifice was erected at a cost of 





over $16,000. This is a massive and imposing building, crown 
ing a beautiful height. On its southern elevation is a tower sur- 
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mounted by a tall, tapering spire, which is conspicuous for many 
miles away. Its interior is comfortable and elegant in design. 
The ceilings are trussed, pannelled, and frescoed, producing a 
pleasing effect. A large pipe organ adorns its northern wall in 
rear of the choir gallery. This congregation, under the ministra- 
tions of Rev. Mr. Cosgrove, who was inducted in 1891, is in a 
flourishing condition, and has a membership roll of 350. There is 
also a Sabbath school, having an average attendance of over 100 





children. 
Knox church is a branch of the First Presbyterian, and was 
organized in 1879, the corner stone of a new building being laid by 





Mr. Milner Harrison on August sth. This building is of brick, 
and is the least imposing of all St. Marys churches. The original 
structure, which was destroyed by fire on March 16, 1891, was 
much more elaborate in its exterior decorations than the present 
one. This misfortune was a serious blow to the congregation, but 
in December following it rose again from its ashes, being opened 
for public worship by Principal Grant. It is proper to say here that 
the marvellous progress displayed in re-building was largely due 
to efforts of the Harrison family. Mr. and Mrs. Milner Harrison 
had contributed over $5,000 to the first building. On its recon 
struction further liberal donations were again made. Mrs. J. D. 
Moore was also a large contributor, and with many other mem- 
bers of the church, who gave according to their ability, the 
building was again completed free from debt. Beginning at its 
organization with 62 members, it had in 1885 increased to 125. 
During November of that year Rev. Alexander Grant was 
inducted into this charge, under whose ministration the roll of 
members has been increased to 360. There is also a Sabbath 
school, having on its roll the names of 170 pupils, and an average 


attendance of 110. 

St. Marys churches are now most creditable to the liberality and 
religious spirit of her people, and in no town of its population in 
Canada can they be excelled either for solidity or imposing design. 
‘The location of all is exceedingly fine, crowning those beautiful 
elevations which add so much to the picturesque environment of 
this delightful little town. 
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Prior to 1855 St. Marys formed a portion of Blanshard. 
During this year separation took place, each having a local 
government of its own. At this period its assessed value 
amounted to £112,000, or $448,000. In 1856 she predicated her 
first loan of $20,000. This was obtained for very laudable pur- 
poses. First, to build « school; second, to procure a fire engine; 
third, to improve the streets. In 1858, therefore, was completed 
the central school building, and which was designated section 
No. 1. School taxes were collected by a person appointed 
specially for that purpose. A warrant was issued to John Sparling 
to collect and pay over ‘all the said monies opposite their several 
names.” This warrant was signed by Joseph Brink, chairman, 
Milner Harrison, Samuel Fraleigh, William Moscrip, A. 
M. Gorman and Lauriston Cruttenden, trustees. Three hundred 
pounds was set apart to purchase a fire engine. It is to be 
regretted that this old piece of machinery, which was honoured by 
the name ‘Triumph,” should have been recently sold for a paltry 
sum of $200. It was now historical, and on many occasions had 
done good service in saving property in St. Marys. The balance 
of this loan was expended in improving streets, In 1838 a 
further investment of $1,000 was made in Exeter and St. Marys 
gravel road stock. This afterwards became a total loss, the road 
being sold at sheriff's sale, realizing only that amount to cover a 
capital of $50,000. The assessed value of this corporation has 


largely increased since 1855, and in 1901 reached $1,194,175. If 


values have advanced, taxation has more than kept pace, amount- 
ing in that year to nearly $30,000. It appears to be an inherent 
principle in taxation to increase, and seems beyond all power in 
heaven and earth to control. When we consider the tremendous 
efforts put forth by municipal men to save money for their 
constituents, we are often surprised at results. Since this loan of 
$20,000 was obtained large amounts have been added from time 
to time to her indebtedness. These sums have been expended on 
commendable objects—in water works costing $40,000, electric 
light plant, erecting municipal building, in constructing perman- 
ent granolithic sidewalks, and improvement of roads. This 
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expenditure has been rendered necessary in order to keep pace 
with a constantly increasing wealth and an extending intelligence 
and refinement of her people. 

Subjoined is a list of officers since St. Marys was first incor- 
porated, in 1 

Reeves.—1855-6, Thomas B. Guest; 1857, Gilbert McIntosh; 
1858-9, David A. Robinson; 1860, Milner Harrison; 1861-2, 
Joseph McDougall; 1863, Gilbert McIntosh. 

In 1864 St. Marys became an incorporated town, and withdrew 
from county municipal organization, no subsequent reeves being 
elected. 





T. B. Guest; 1865, William V. Hutton; 1866-7, 
George McIntyre; 1868-9, Thomas Iredale; 1870-1, John E. Hard- 
ing; 1872, Duncan Miller; 1873-4, C. S. Jones; 1875-6, Richard 
Box; 1877, A. E. Ford; 1878-9, David A. Robinson; 1880-1, E. W. 
Harding; 1882-3, J. J. Crabbe; 1884-5, H. Fred. Sharp; 1886-7, 
Samuel S, Myers; 1888-9, Thos. D. Stanley; -1890-r, J. W. Poole; 
1892-3, Gilbert H. Melntyre; 1894-3, W. C. Moscrip; 1896-7, 
William Dunseith; 1898-9, Charles Richardson; 1900-1, George D. 
Lowrie; 1902, Frank Butcher. 

Clerks.—1855-8, John Sparling; 1859-61, Leon M. Clench; 
1862-79, Lauriston Cruttenden; 1880-9, William Williams; 1890- 
1902, Leonard Harstone. 

Treasurers.—1855-69, Edward Long; 1870-1, Robert Harstone; 
1872-1901, Edward Long; 1902, Miss Long. 

“Assessors.—1855-7, Wm. T. Smith; 1858-61, John Sparling; 
1862-79, Wm. N. Ford; 1880-1, James Robinson; 1882-8, J. W. 
Poole; 1889, R. S. Barbour, N. E. Birtch, Jas. Thompson; 1890-2, 
Robert White; 1893-4, Jas. Harrison; 1895-1902, Jas. Kennedy. 

Collectors. —1855-8, William Sparrow; 1859-64, George Jack- 
son; 1865, Thomas McIntyre; 1866-8, Wm. N. Ford; 1869, Wm. 
Box; 1870, John Thompson; 1871-81, Wm. Box; 1882-93, N. E. 
Birtch; 1894-5, Wm. J. White; 1896-1902, Richard Shepherd. 

Auditors. —1855-7, G. F. Hutton, J. R. Glendinen; 1858, G. F. 
Hutton, Jas, Coleman; 1859, G. F. Hutton, J. D. McDonal 
































1860-1, Wm. Sparrow, John Harrison; 1862-3, L. A. McIntyre, 
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Wm. Sparrow; 1864, Patrick Whelihan, L. A. Melntyre; 1865, 
Jas. Eaton, Patrick Whelihan; 1866, Jas. Eaton, Wm. Brown; 
1867, Jas. Eaton, Joseph McDougall; 1868, Wm. Brown, L. A. 
Melntyre; 1869, Wm. Brown, Thos. Moore; 1870, Jas. Eaton, 
Wm. Brown; 1871-2, Wm. Somerville, Wm. Brown; 1873, Wm. 
Somerville, G. B. Smith; 1874, G. B, Smith, Wm. Hutton; 
1875-7, Wm. Hutton, Wm. Somerville; 1878-80, Wm. V. Hutton, 
Robt. Harstone; 1881-91, Wm. Somerville, Wm. V. Hutton; 
1892, James Schlater, Wm, Robinson; 1893-5, N. C. Monte- 
zambert, Charles Whelihan; 1895-1902, Gilean McLean, H. A. L. 
White. 

Chiefs of Police.—1855-62, David H. Cuff; 1863-6, Thomas 
Woolway; 1867-8, Michael Egan; 1869-72, James Dulmage; 
1873-9, William Herrington; 1880-97, Adam Mitchell; 1898-1902, 
Frank Young. 
























































CHAPTER XXIV. 





LISTOWEL. 


Listowel is a modern town. Its early history is merged in that 
of Elma and Wallace townships, a portion of each being incorpor- 
ated in 1866 as Listowel. In this neighborhood, and, indeed, 
Where the business parts are now built, settlers first located. 
True to pioneer usages, they followed the stream, and on its 
forest-covered banks entered on their task of cutting out homes 
‘n this unbroken wilderness. Mr. John Binning 





for themselves 
was first to locate permanently at this point, on what after surveys 
were completed was found to be lot 26, concession 1, Wallace. 








It appears that a shanty had been 
ya person named Henry, who 


This was in January, 185 





erected here even prior to this b} 
had squatted near the river. This adventurer was for some time 
«monarch of all he surveyed, for his right there was none to 
dispute.” Mr. Binning bought the rights of this squatter, not 
only to his shanty, but to all his possessions, for a rifle, An 
agreement transferring this part of Canada’s fertile soil was made 
essed of, a 





on a piece of paper one of the parties thereto was po 
burnt stick being used as a pencil. On this land a large portion 
of Listowel is now built. Mr. Binning extended his right of con- 
quest eastward, which he might have done for many miles with~ 





out encroaching on his neighbours. On a part of his eastern 
possessions he afterwards gave up all claim to Mr. G. W. Dodd 
fora barrel of flour. In those days a squatter’s rights were easily 
obtained; which, indeed, were no rights at all beyond priority 
of settlement, In case of dispute by adjoining occupants regard- 
ing boundary lines it would have been impossible to establish a 
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claim to any particular lot where a survey had not been made. 
There was no incentive to enter suit for any piece of land when 
it could be obtained in unlimited quantities simply by entering in 
and taking possession. Previous to Mr. Binning a settler named 
Peter Twamley had preceded him, penetrating still further into 
that unknown solitude, and keeping close to the stream. These 
two neighbours, although only a mile or two apart, were quite 
oblivious of each other's proximity. No sound had they heard in 
those silent forest halls, except such as were peculiar to Canadian 
forest life. Each one, no doubt, considered his own quiet 
hermitage as far removed from those haunts where men pursue 
phantoms with fond but deluding hopes of finding what never did 
nor never shall exist—pure and unalloyed happiness. 

Mr. Binning, with his wife and child, had been alone in the 

ilderness for several weeks when, on a beautiful calm morning, 
he distinctly heard echoing through the woods the sound of a 
woodman's axe. He communicated his discovery to his wife, who 
also heard that steady, monotonous stroke which often guided 
wanderers to a place of rescue in those olden times. Their excite- 
ment became intense at the idea that even here, after all, they 
were not alone. Though man’s inhumanity to man may be pro- 
ductive of much evil in this world, yet man’s humanity to man 
is also productive of much good. With all our shortcomings and 
seeming neglect of each other, the idea that we are alone and 
isolated from those of our own species, or that a time may come 
when we will be separated from home, from kindred, from those 
we love, and who may love us, seems to dry up the sap from our 
loftiest thoughts and noblest aspirations. Mr. Binning was 
anxious, therefore, to look on a man’s face once more. Follow- 
ing that direction from which the sound seemed to proceed, a 


walk of a mile or two brought him and Mr. Twamley face to face. 


Both men looked at each other in amazement, as if an apparition 
had arisen from the earth. 

During next summer came William Wisner, John Williams, 
and Robert Tremaine, who also settled in Elma. John Tremaine 


located where the post office now stands, the others further east. 
26 






































436 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


Another early settler was James Barber, who purchased 400 acres 
in Elma, where a considerable portion of Listowel is now built. 
Samuel Davidson, Thomas McDonnell, and John Climie were early 
settlers, locating about 1854. In 1855 came Mr. D. D. Hay from 
Innisfil, in Simcoe, to spy out this new land. Prior to his return 
he: purchased three acres from Mr. Barber, on which he subse- 
quently erected a mill, always an important industry in a new 
settlement. Returning to his home, he reported on the great 
possibilities of this new county. In 1856 the family, comprising 
D. D., Thomas Erskine, Robert, John, and William G., along 
ith their father, became permanent residents. All of this family 
were men of singular energy, and exerted a vast influence in this 
section of Perth County, always to their credit, be it spoken, on 
the side of progress and the people’s best interests. Mr. D. D. 
Hay was a valuable acquisition, not only to Listowel, but to this 
county generally. His public spirit, his restless and untiring zeal 
in promoting schemes for developing this new land was in a large 
degree honourable to his character as a citizen. Our readers are 
referred to a biographical sketch of the life and work of this man 
elsewhere. 

In 1855 Main street was almost yet in a state of nature. Great 
black stumps, logs, and brush heaps would seem a hopeless con- 
dition ever to be transformed into macadam roads and concrete 
sidewalks, Across the river a tree had fallen, forming the only 
means of passing from each side for pedestrians, while the oxen 
and sled found a passage for themselves amongst logs and mud- 
holes of unsearchable depths, During this year Mr. W. H. 
Hacking arrived, and purchased one acre of land from Mr. 
Tremaine, paying therefore $100, on which he erected a general 
store. It would appear as if land had rapidly increased in value 
since Mr. Binning sold 100 acres for a barrel of flour. No doubt 
land had increased in value. Mr. Hay was preparing to erect his 
mill, Mr. Hacking was cutting logs for his store, and, above all, 
settlers were pouring into the fertile surrounding country. All 

















these indicated that an important town would spring up at this 
point at no distant day. Logs for the new commercial emporium 
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being secured, bushmen came long distances to assist in raising 

At gatherings of this kind events were discussed and questions 
settled which would have puzzled courts or senates. On this 
occasion, after long and no doubt festive deliberation, it was 
decided that this new metropolis, whose first building they were 
erecting, should be called Mapleton. 

Meantime foundations for a rival commercial centre were being 
laid west of the river. Mr. William Gibson erected a log building 
in Elma, where he sold groceries and liquors. This place after- 
wards became a hotel, the first in this little hamlet. Mr. Gibson 
named this place Windham. Subsequent to a post office being 
opened by Mr. Hacking, both these names (Windham and Maple- 
ton) were discontinued, and Listowel substituted instead. 

In 1856 arrived Mr. D. D. Campbell, who erected a frame 
structure on Main street in Wallace, the first frame building in 
Listowel, opening a general store. This gave a still greater 
impetus to trade, which together with a post office and Mr. Hay’s 
mills, soon transformed what four or five years previous was a 
wilderness into a lively little hamlet. As these business men 


arrived, the professions were soon represented. Many of those 


conveniences were now introduced which always follow in the 
wake of civilization, and whose presence indicate a refined and 
Progressive character in the people. In 1866 the village had a 
population of 800 souls. 

Listowel at present may be appropriately called a “town of 
stately homes.” The architectural beauty and variety of design 
displayed in private residences everywhere are such as to challenge 
the admiration of strangers. As a rule, homes of our Canadian 
people, particularly in rural districts, and to some extent in towns 
and villages, denote a sameness in construction, somewhat 
monotonous. This is not so in Listowel. There is no sameness, 
There is an absence, too, of that severity in finish and design so 
conspicuous in Canadian architecture. The handsome dwellings 
erected on residential streets are varied in appearance, and each 
proprietor seems to have vied with his neighbour to eclipse him both 
in size and in elaborate and ornate embellishment. Streets have 
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been graded, sidewalks made, shade trees planted, whose foliage in 
summer affords comfort and protection to the passer by. A man’s 
home is the palace of his gods, and in proportion as he worships 
so shall that palace be, as far as his ability will permit. When we 
look back at that time well remembered by many still living, when 








a solitary shanty indicated human life, and the river was crossed 
by a fallen tree, comparing it with to-day, progress has been very 
great, indeed. 

As population continued to increase school accommodation 
became necessary. This led to a building of logs being erected 
for school purposes. Like similar structures in pioneer days, 
services were held within its walls by all religious denominations. 
It frequently happened at these old schools, that as one congrega- 
tion of worshippers retired another at once took their places, and 
so the voice of praise was heard from morning until late at night 
rising up to heaven from these humble places. In all towns and 
villages in Perth County the school house only for years was 
available for public meetings of any kind. In these old log build- 
ings embryonic statesmen roared in patriotic fervor, pouring out 
terrific elucidation of the wrongs of their long suffering and mis- 
governed country. Here a chairman at social gatherings told his 
drollest anecdotes, and eulogized the ladies of the locality for their 
splendid repast, to which all had done ample justice. This, doubt- 
less, would be true. Of all the inconveniences inseparable from 
pioneer life—and they were many—want of an appetite was not 
one of them. When our backwoods orators had ascended the 
platform, and in a good-natured, homely manner drawn on their 
stores of broad humour, the old log walls fairly rang with mirth. 
Travelling mountebanks, also, for a small contribution to the cause 
of education, were permitted by trustees to display their tricks of 
legerdemain to admiring maidens and youths clad in homespun, 
from back concession lines, arousing their cupidity by an exhibi- 
tion of something marvellous and incomprehensible. Around 
these old schools happy memories still linger, and many grey- 
haired men and women now slowly wandering on in life's sunset 
shadows, will experience yet a thrill of joy at some happy remem- 
prance of those school days that come back never more. 
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It was not till 1877 that Listowel did itself justice in providing 
school accommodation. When action was taken, it was in no 
niggardly manner. During that year was constructed a hand- 
some central school, quite in keeping with that liberality displayed 
in private residences and other improvements. This building is 
of brick, two stories in height, surmounted by a tower, which 
gives it an imposing effect. Nine teachers are employed in its 
several departments at present, with Mr. G, W. Slaughter as 
principal, his assistants being all females. Mr. Benjamin Roth- 
well, who was first principal in this school, had at one period 
under his charge 550 pupils, but by some inexplicable reason an 
increase in inhabitants has been followed by a decrease in school 
population, the average being now 450. The original contracts 
for this school building amounted to $10,000, which, before its 
final completion, was supplemented by various sums, until it cost 
nearly $15,000. A good site was chosen, comprising two acres 
of land, which has been planted with trees, giving the whole a 
trim appearance. 

In 1879 steps were taken to erect a high school. $6,000 was 
set apart for this purpose, but as usual in such enterprises, it had 
to be supplemented by various sums prior to completion, until 
over $8,000 had been expended. The site of this school is equal 
to that of the central, and was a gift to Listowel by a public- 

ted citizen named Peter Lillico. This building is tasteful and 
modern in construction, although not so large as the central, nor 
even quite so imposing. In this school are three teachers, in 
cluding Mr. W. A. Phillip, the head master. The average attend- 
ance is 110. 

During that period between 1866 (when local government was 
assumed with a population of 800) and 1874, a very short period 
in the life of a municipality, material progress was greater in 

stowel than at any other time in its history. A by-law was 
passed in 1874 providing for a census being taken preparatory to 
its elevation to the dignity of a town. On completion of this 
enumeration by Mr. Thos. E. Hay, it was found that the popula- 
tion amounted to 2,054, or a sufficient number to entitle Listowel 
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to incorporation. The Governor-General, on application being 
made, issued his proclamation carrying out the wishes of the 
people. By comparing her population in 1866 with that found by 
Mr. Hay in 1874, so large an increase in a period of eight years 
certainly indicates that an impetus must have been received from 
se likely 





some extraneous circumstance beyond that natural incre 
to occur in a country town. An explanation will be found, we 
think, in the action of her public men. To effect railway connec- 
tion with the main trunk lines in Canada was a prudent policy. It 
was, therefore, by a wise disposition of municipal finances she 
secured means of communication which gave at once a marvellous 
impetus to her development. 

Prior to 1871 there was no railroad connection. Without this 
towel must have remained a pleasant country village. It is 
true that through Mr. D. D. Hay’s efforts gravel roads had been 
constructed. These extended in several directions. They were 
of little use, however, in centralizing surplus produce at this point 
without means of removing it to market. Gravel roads extended 
through Logan to Mitchell, and through Mornington to Stratford, 
in either case a distance of thirty miles. These were doubtless far 











in advance of the old crossway, but were still short of those 
requirements in a progressive country. In 1871, therefore, a 
by-law was submitted granting $15,000 to aid in extending the 
W., G. & B. railroad to Listowel. This was an excellent stroke 
of policy, creating and giving an impetus to that rapid progress 
So apparant for ten years subsequent to its passing. Without 
this connection their interests would have suffered very seriously, 
and a great portion of trade from Mornington, Elma, and Wallace 
must have been diverted to Palmerston, then fast growing into 
importance. The idea of a Stratford & Huron railroad was so far 
inchoate, and the movement effectually offset all possibility of 
northern railway centre. Not 








trade being concentrated in this 
only did Listowel retain her former importance, but trade was 
further augmented by establishing new industries. In 1873 con- 





struction of the Stratford & Huron railway had become a fact, 
and a further sum of $15,000 was granted to this enterprise. 
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Accommodation was thus afforded by having connection with 
Stratford and the north. Although these roads were afterwards 
absorbed in the G. T. system, destroying competition in rates, 
better facilities and means of communication was now afforded 
Listowel than has fallen to the lot of many important sections in 
this country. When these lines were completed the town became 
a great shipping point. Thus has arisen her commercial 
supremacy. By the activity of her people these she still retains 
n a constantly increasing volume. 

It is noticeable that from these enlarged facilities and constant 
increase in population, the projects of her council became more 
ambitious. Notwithstanding that a debt of $30,000 had been 
incurred, a further liability of $26,000 was assumed for local 
improvements. Of this sum $10,000 was set apart for construct- 
ing a central school, $8,000 for mills, $3,300 for gravel roads, 
$2,000 for fire protection, $1,500 Elma debt and interest, and 
$1,000 to purchase a new cemetery: A further sum of $3,600 
was also raised to purchase a new fire engine. In 1879 $7,000 
was set apart for local improvements, consisting of a fire hall 
and lock-up, $2,000 supplementary grant to the central school 
building, and $1,000 for opening streets and improving fire pro- 
tection. During this year, also, $6,000 was provided for erecting 
ahigh school. It appears to me worthy of note that while im- 
provements were being carried out, and the people were putting 
forth their energies in every direction, nothing is said regarding a 
municipal building, unless we accept the fire hall and lock-up as 
being specially designed to accommodate the town officers. I may 
also be permitted to say that for a town with its stately homes; 
its public buildings, second to none in the province where a similar 
population is gathered together; its manufacturing establishments, 
extensive and built of costly material, giving the town an impos- 
ing appearance, it is not creditable that a dilapidated structure on 
a principal street should be still used as a town hall. 

In 1883 the last important addition was made to the town’s 
indebtedness by a loan of $10,000 for re-constructing bridges 
carried away by a flood, two of which were on main streets. In 
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1880 seven hotel and two shop licenses were issued at a charge of 
$110 for hotels and $200 for shops. Old Father Time, who has 
wrought many changes since that period, has also placed his 
finger here, there being now only three. These are first-class, 
however, spacious, and well conducted. From the days when the 





pioneer placed a tallow candle in a socket made from a potato, and 
whose dim light scarcely penetrated the dark recesses of his 
shanty, except the coal oil lamp, previous to 1880 there was no 
ystem of lighting. During that year a gas company was organ- 
ized, with W. J. Hay and Thomas E. Hay as principal promoters. 
This institution supplied light till 1897, when the same company 
introduced electricity, thus supplying the people with the latest 
and most approved mode of lighting. Here, also, will be found 
representatives of nearly the whole of the benevolent societies, all 
elevating and doing good, each in its own sphere. The sixty 
volumes received from Wallace at separation, as Listowel’s share 
of the public library, have grown and expanded to thousands of 
volumes, and is known as the mechanics’ institute library. 














While manufacturing, educational and commercial interests 
were being fostered and promoted with judgment and forethought 
by the citizens, the church had not been idle nor neglectful of her 
duty, Of all denominations represented in Listowel the Congre- 
gationalists were pioneers. They were first to erect a building 
where service could be held, and with a true spirit of Christianity 
opened their doors to all other denominations. A number of their 
leading members were Scotch originally, who resided not far 
distant from the haunts and homes of old Covenanters. They 
apparently had a large portion of that latitudinarian spirit, which 
is a graceful attribute in all minds, according unto others those 
privileges they think proper for themselves. 

Organization in this congregation was almost simultaneous 
ettlement. In 1856 Rev. Mr. Snider from Stratford 
initiated religious observances. Rev. Mr. McGregor afterwards 
became first regular minister. Progress has not been great, how- 
ever, owing to removal of a large number of their people. At its 








with early 











organization there were about forty members, now increased to 





LISTOWEL 443 


sixty. A neat and substantial brick church was erected a number 
of years ago at a cost of $4,500. A good Sabbath school is 
conducted by A. Climie in connection with this congregation. 

In 1886 a Baptist church was organized by Rev. Mr. Dack. 
This congregation, although progressive, never had a large num- 
ber of members. On its first being established thirteen members 
only comprised the roll, which has since been increased to fifty. If 

congregation was not numerically strong, they certainly 
evinced great liberality in constructing a substantial building at a 
cost of $4,500, where services are now held by Rev. A. J. Sanders, 
present incumbent. There is also a good Sabbath school, having 
an attendance of about 50 pupils, with Mr. Joseph Bennett as 
superintendent. 

Presbyterianism, since its introduction into Listowel, has been 
perhaps most progressive. In early days Rev. Mr. Renwick, who 
was the apostle of Presbyterianism in this northern section, first 
established a mission here in connection with Molesworth, This 
arrangement continued till 1868, when a separation took place. 
Rey. John Bell was inducted at Listowel as first minister in what 
was rapidly becoming an important station, At this period 
the new congregation had about 100 members. The influence of 
a resident minister was soon felt, and continuous if not rapid pro- 
gress was made, until at present there are 430 members. A 
small frame church was first erected, in which service was held 
for a number of years. A rapid accumulation of wealth in this 
congregation, and steady increase in numbers, rendered the con- 
struction of a new building indispensable to a further successful 
prosecution of their work. A new brick church was, therefore, 
erected at a cost of $20,000. This is a noble building, and we 
are constrained to say is not inferior to any ecclesiastical edifice of 
this denomination in Perth County. A “kist 0’ whustles” has 
also been added at a cost of $2,000. In connection with this 
church is a Sabbath school, under Mr. T. L. Hamilton, with an 
average attendance of about 200 pupils. In this department Mr. 
Hamilton has associated with him twenty other teachers. There 
is also a full staff of auxiliaries in church work. ‘These comprise 
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a ladies’ aid, young people’s guild, W. F. M. S., and an energetic 
session, During 1901 $4,797 was contributed by this congrega- 
tion for church work, with an expenditure of about an equal 
amount. Rev. Mr. Hardie is pastor in this congregation, under 
rations good progress is still being made. 

The congregation of the Evangelical Association of Listowel 
was organized in 1876 by Rev. Philip Winkler. A frame building 
was purchased from the Lutheran congregation in 1876, where 
services were held for a number of years. In 1886 their present 
brick edifice was erected at a cost of $3,000. This organization 
was instituted with 12 members, now increased to 75. There is 
also a Sabbath school, having an attendance of over 7o pupils. 
This department is under Mr. George Dippel as superintendent, 
with whom are associated 12 assistants. Rev. Mr. Eidt is pastor. 

Methodism, although not established in Listowel for several 
years subsequent to churches of that denomination in Elma, has 
made good progress. Services were first held in 1864, by Rev. 
this county. Here, as 
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Mr. Armstrong, an old pioneer preacher 
in other sections, it had a small beginning, the principal promoters 
in this village being William McKinney, A. B. Riggs, James Lee, 
and J. W. Scott. Rev. Mr. Sanderson was the first stationed 
minister, completing organization in 1865. A frame building was 
also erected, at a cost of $1,000. At that period 12 members and 
a few adherents constituted this now important congregation. In 
1866 a Sabbath school was organized by Mr. William McKinney, 
he being first superintendent. During 1886, or subsequent to 
Methodist union, when church organization was effected on a 
broader basis, the present substantial brick building was erected, 
at a cost of $15,000. There is now a membership in connection 
of over 350, with a large number of adherents. 180 pupils attend 
the Sabbath school, conducted by Mr. G. W. Slaughter, principal 
of the public schools, who, with a staff of assistants, is doing a 
good work in what may be called the nursery of Christian 

The congregation of United Brethren was organized in 1887, 
Rev. Mr. Love being first minister. This church had at its incep- 
tion about 50 members, which number still remains. A neat frame 
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building has been erected, at a cost of about $2,000, where 
services are now held by Rev. Mr. Munday. A Sabbath school 
is also conducted by Mr. J. Kilgour, having on the roll about 
100 pupils. 

The Anglican congregation in Listowel was founded in 1862 by 
Rev. Canon Newman, and a small frame church was erected in 
1863 on the south side of Main street. Messrs. George Draper, 
William Gibson, W. T. Waugh, J. A. Halstead, and William 
Keever, with a few others, were its promoters. The first vestry 
meeting of which there is any record was held in April, 1867, 
when their old church was removed to where the present building 
now stands, and which was subsequently destroyed by fire. From 
its ashes arose the present beautiful structure, erected at a cost of 
$10,000. In a town containing so many fine buildings, this 
church is also creditable to the liberality and public spirit of the 
Anglican body. The edifice is of stone, and in Old English style 
of architecture, with nave, transepts, chancel, vestry, and tower. 
Heavy buttresses in the walls, finished with massive copings, give 
the exterior an imposing appearance. Its interior arrangements, 
with their elaborate and ornate decorations, are beautiful and 
impressive. A handsome oak pulpit, with several other adorn- 
ments, were the gift of Rev. H. W. Jeanes, a former minister. 
This minister was not alone in his desire to render as attractive as 
possible the altar at which he worshipped, his example being 
followed by Mrs. H. B. Morphy and other citizens, whose taste and 
liberality are displayed in gifts of costly and beautiful materials for 
adornment appropriate to the house of God. The roll of this 


congregation now contains the names of 200 communicants, and 


as many adherents. There is also a Sabbath school, with an 
average attendance of about 200 pupils, under the superintendence 
of Mr. A. St. George Hawkins. 

Before leaving this part of our history of Listowel, it is proper 
to state as an indication of the social condition of the people that 
the professions are fully represented. In the medical department 
are Dr. §. T. Rutherford, Dr. John Philip, Dr. Albert Nichol, Dr. 
J. Thompson, and Dr. Dingman. The law firms are Morphy 
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& Carthew, Blewitt & Bray, Mr. T. C. Hamilton, and Mr. J. 
Terhune. Listowel has practising dentists—Dr. William Bruce, 
Dr. A. McDowall, and Dr. J. J. Foster. Financial institutions 
are represented by the Bank of Hamilton, Imperial Bank, and the 
private bank of J. W. Scott. 

Listowel has two weekly papers, whose efforts have done much 





to advance the material interests of those amongst whom they 
circulate. The Banner was founded in 1866 by Thomas E. Hay 
and J. H, Hacking, and was first issued as a four-page sheet, 
18 x 24. This paper has been a consistent advocate of Reform 
principles since its inception, giving its support on all occasions 
to those measures it considered calculated to serve the best 
interests of the country. Mr. William Climie is now proprietor 
and publisher, issuing an eight-page sheet, 17 x 22. 

In 1871 was issued the Standard, as a four-page paper, by Mr. 
‘A. St. George Hawkins and W. L. Kells as publishers and pro- 
prietors. At the end of two years Mr. Kells retired, Mr. Hawkins 
assuming full control. The Standard is issued as a Conservative 
party organ, Its publisher, while he is not tinctured with fossil 
Toryism, believes that political innovation should not be experi- 
mental, but rather supplemental to the people’s wants. At the 
end of 31 years the Standard has grown to an eight-page paper, 
and is still in the hands of Mr. Hawkins, one of its first proprietors. 
ithout some indi- 














No history of a community can be complete 
cation of those industries which give employment to its citizens. 
It is from manufacturing establishments that wealth is brought to 
any commercial centre, and they are, therefore, of great import- 
ance to material development. Next to Stratford, Listowel is the 
largest manufacturing town in this county. Most prominent of 
these establishments is that of the Morris, Field, Rogers Company, 
Limited. This company was organized in 1891 to manufacture 
Morris pianos, and is most creditable to the enterprise of Listowel. 
A great four-storey building of white brick has been erected, 
equipped with modern machinery, and of impressive exterior 
appearance. From 80 to 100 men are employed in this factory, 
many of whom supply skilled labour in order to produce a high 
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artistic effect on their goods. These instruments are sent to South 
Africa, Britain, France, Germany, Spain, and to every section of 
our own country. Under the management of President J. W. 
Scott and Vice-President Lieut.-Col. D. D. Campbell, with J. C. 
McDowell as executive officer, this enterprise has been a success. 

The Listowel Furniture Company was organized in 1900. A fine 
brick building, which is being largely extended, has been erected 
to accommodate this institution. ‘The principal promoters of this 
factory were Messrs. Kay, Wahl, McDuff, Fleming, and Andrew 
Forsch, who is president. From 50 to 75 hands are employed 
in this industry, and goods sent to every corner of the world, 
almost. Bedroom suites, sideboards, bookcases, chiffoniers, all of 
high-class manufacture, are special lines. A considerable amount 
of skilled labour is also employed in producing these goods, which 
commands liberal compensation. 

Perhaps the oldest establishment in Listowel next to Mr. Hay’s 
mills is a tannery, originated by Messrs. Towner and John Camp- 
bell in 1867. This industry in 1891 became the property of the 
Breithaupt Leather Company, and is now managed by Mr. Charles 
Anderson. In this establishment are employed from 20 to 3o hands, 
where the weekly output of goods is large and still increasing. 

An infant establishment in this progressive town is the Bent 
Chair Factory, which began operations in 1902. A. splendid 
building has also been erected to accommodate this business, now 
managed by a board of directors—John Watson, president. It is 
gratifying to know that a constantly increasing demand for goods 
of this class in our new territories has made this factory a success, 
and given employment to from 4o to 50 hands. 

In 1882 Bamford Bros. opened an establishment as contractors 
and builders, Planing mills were erected, equipped with modern 


machinery. This business has expanded as other manufactories 


increased, and employs now from 12 to 15 men. 

In the manufacture of agricultural implements Gilles & Martin 
employ over 50 men. This is comparatively an old-established 
business, re-organized about 1894 under its present management, 
having now a large trade. 
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Besides these large manufacturing establishments, where many 
hands find remunerative employment, there is also a woollen mill 
—perhaps the earliest manufacturing business in Listowel—now, 
and for over a quarter of a century, operated and owned by B. F. 
Brook. An old establishment is that owned by Horne & Calder 
as a planing mill for manufacturing building material, employing 
a number of men. These, with Meyers & Co,’s large flouring 
mills, managed by Josephus Meyers; the marble works of Robert 
T. Kemp, and the brewery of John Watson, constitute the prin- 
cipal industries in Listowel. 

In 1896 Mr. Edward Sergeant opened a forwarding business for 
exporting dairy products and eggs. This is of great importance 
to the agricultural community, as 
surplus goods of this kind at remunerative prices. The business 
is now of large volume, and increasing, an indication of its 
appreciation by those it was designed to serve. 

In 1902 Listowel’s assessment roll gave a population of 2,661, 
and a total assessed value of $830,850, or an increase in value 
over the preceding year of $37,450. 

Executive officers in Listowel since it was set apart as an 
incorporated village, in 1867 

Reeves. 1867-72, D. D. Hay; 1873-4, D. D. Campbell; 18: 
80, Thos. E. Hay; 1881-2, John A. Hacking; 1883, Alex. Davitt; 
1884-5, D. D. Campbell; 1886-7, Thos. E. Hay; 1888, D. D. 
Campbell; 1889-90, Thos. E. Hay; 1891, Samuel Bricker; 1892-4, 
J. A. Hacking; 1895, Wm. Welch; 1896, J. A. Hacking; 1897, 
‘A. W. Featherstone; 1898, James Tremaine; 1899—county com- 
missioners elected. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1877-8, D. D. Hay (first deputy reeve); 1879- 
80, J. A. Hacking; 1881-2, Geo. Hess; 1883, John Riggs; 1884, 
A. S. Davitt; 1885, Robt. Woods; 1886, Robt. Martin; 1887, 
Wm. Martin; 1888-9, Peter Lillico; 1890, Wm. Welch; 1891-2, 
W. T. Park; 1893-4, R. T. Kemp; 1895, J. S. Bowman; 1896, 
Jacob Heppler; 1897, Jas. Tremaine; 1898, A. W. Featherstone. 
1899—county commissioners elected. 

Mayors, —1875-7, D. D. Campbell (first mayor); 1878-80, J. W. 
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Scott; 1881-2, Thos. E. Hay; 1883, George Hess; 1884-5, J. A. 
Hacking; 1886-7, William Hess; 1888-9, Samuel Bricker; 1890, 
Peter Lillico; 1891-2, W. M. Bruce; 1893, Sam'l Bricker; 1894-5, 
A.W. Featherstone; 1896-7, J. W. Scott; 1898-9, J. A. Hacking; 
1900-2, John A. Watson. 

Clerks. —1867-77, Benjamin Rothwell; 1878-9, Jas. W. Devlin; 
1880-5, Wm. Bright; 1886, Hugh B. Morphy; 1887-9, John A. 
Burgess; 1900-2, William Bright. 

Treasurers.—1867-77, B. Rothwell; 1878-9, George Sutherland; 
1880-6, Lewis Bolton; 1887-90, John B. Devlin; 1891-1900, Robt. 
Martin; 1901-2, Wm. E. Binning. 

Assessors. —1867-8, Stewart Deliait 1869, G. S. Climie; 
1870-1, Isaac Tilt; 1872, James E. Hay; 1873, Wm. Little; 1874, 
T. E. Hay; 18: i rvis; teen 7, Alex. Morrow; 1878-80, 
Nathaniel Tilt; 1881, B. B, Sarvis; 1882-4, N. Tilt; 1885-6, B. B. 
Sarvis; 1887-8, Wm. Mitchell; 1889-91, Alex. Morrow; 1892-3, 
T. E. Hay; 1894, Alex. Morrow; 1895, Wm. E. Binning; 1896, 
N. Tilt; 1897-8, John Torrance; 1899-1900, J. E. Allan; 1901, 
Wm. C. Hayden; 1902, A. W. Featherstone. 

Collectors. 1867-8, Peter Steel; 1869, L. Bolton; 1870-3, John 
Binning; 1874, B. Rothwell; 1873-6, Wm. T. Hacking; 1877-9, 
Robt. Woods; 1880, Robt. Bogues; 1881-6, L. Bolton; 1887-8, 
J. Purcell; 1889-90, J. B. Dinkle; 1891-2, W. R. Clayton; 1893, 
T. J. Ballantyne; 1894, Wm. E. Binning; 1895, S. M. Smith; 
1896-1902, C. Tabberner. 

Auditors.—1881, Robt. Martin, McBieth Green; 1882, Reuben 
Armstrong, McB. Green; 1883, McB. Green, T, G. Fennell; 
1884-5, B. Rothwell, McB. Green; 1886, Dr. Burgess, Dr. Mich- 
ener; 1887, Wm. E. Binning, John Livingston; 1888, F. Me- 
Dowell, J. Livingston; 1889, B. Rothwell, J. Livingston; 1890-91, 
Wm. R. Clayton, B. Rothwell; 1892, C. Tabberner, Wm. Irwin; 
1893-4, C. Tabberner, Wm. Welch; 1895, W. R. Clayton, J. M. 
Carthew; 1896, L. Bolton, J. M. Carthew; 1897, Wm. Irwin, 
J. M. Carthew; 1898, L. Bolton, J. M. Carthew; 1899-1901, L. 
Bolton, J. McCallum; 1902, Robt. McMillan, C. G. McGregor. 





















































CHAPTER XXV. 





MITCHE! 








In many respects the history of Mitchell prior to 18: 
merged in that of Fullarton, Logan, and Hibbert. Any re 
of it in detail would be simply a repitition of much already set 
down in the history of those municipalities. In 1836 a sale of 
lots took place, and in 1837 John Hicks erected a frame building 
for a hotel, at the corner of St. George street and the Huron road. 
Prior to this event, however, a log building was erected near the 
river, in Logan,—no doubt the first in Mitchell, Mr. Hicks 
erected in 1857 a large brick hotel, destroyed by fire many years 
ago, and replaced by the present Hicks’ house. The building of 
1857 was a unique structure, built in the form of an old baronial 
hall, with flanking towers on the right and left corners of its front 
elevation, and finished in castellated form. Another old pioneer 
was Daniel Kerr, A store was opened in September, 1844, by 
W. F. McCulloch, of Stratford, on the south-west corner of St. 
George street and the Huron road. Mr. McCulloch was succeeded 
by Messrs. Daly & Mickle, in 1857. Another store was opened 
by Mr. Wm. Matheson, who was succeeded by Mr. Edward 
Greensides, who later removed to Monkton. Meantime other 
settlers were locating, About 1842 along with Mr. Kerr came 
James McClacharty, Duncan and John Campbell, and, soon after, 
Robert Christie and R. W. Cana, a grist mill having been erected 
by the Canada Co. In 1844 came Thomas Matheson, who aiter- 
wards became prominent in municipal affa Up to this period, 
and for several years subsequent, progress was slow. In the 
Canada Company’s office, London, England, is an old map of 
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of Mitchell in 1844, which shows fourteen buildings at that date. 
These were nearly all erected on the Huron road, north side, 
between St. George and St. Andrew streets. Some adventurous 
pioneer had ventured so far into the woods and erected a shanty 
on the corner of what is now St. David and Waterloo streets, 
Another house was erected near the present Advocate office, and 
one near where the grist mill is now located. A mail carrier made 
occasional trips between Stratford and Goderich, Mr. Thomas 
Matheson being self-constituted postmaster until Mr. Hicks ob- 
tained a post office. 

It was not till a period subsequent to opening the B..& L. H. 
railroad, and construction of the Logan road, that development 
took place. These two events gave a marvellous impetus to trade 
in Mitchell, and from being a mere hamlet in 1850 she, in 1857, 
became an incorporated village. Manufactories now began to 
spring up, and in 1873 the population had so increased that she 
was raised to the dignity of a town, The document of incorpora- 
tion was as follows -— 

“Now know ye, that having taken the premises into our Royal 
consideration, we do by this our Royal proclamation, and in the 
exercise of the powers in us vested in this behalf, we, as well as 
by the said vested act as by our Royal prerogative or otherwise 
howsoever, proclaim and appoint that the said village of Mitchell, 
in the County of Perth, be on after Monday, the sth day of Jan- 
uary next ensuing, erected into a town by the name of the town of 
Mitchell. 

“Given at our Government House, in our city of Toronto, in 
our said Province, in the year of our Lord 1873, and in 37 of our 
reign. William P. Howland, Governor.” 

At one period of her history Mitchell had a greater number of 
manufactories than any other town in Perth County. From some 
circumstance quite inexplicable these have not been retained. The 
Thomson & Williams manufacturing establishment thirty years 
ago was larger than any other in Perth County. It being 
Temoved to Stratford was most detrimental to this aspiring town, 
In 1877 the A. M. Gibson Company was organized, but did not 
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succeed. Another large establishment operated by Tucker & Beer 
failed of success. The north country in Logan and Elma was fast 
being denuded of timber, which led to closing several saw mills 
located in the town, thus destroying her trade in lumber, which at 





‘one period was very important. These events had a depressing 
effect, soon felt by her business men. 

A very old established factory is that of the woolen mills, still 
carried on by Messrs. Dufton & Waterhouse, employing about 
twenty-five hands. The hosiery manufacturing establishment 
of Burritt & Son, now the largest in Mitchell, is employing 
about eighty hands, Goods made by this firm are sent to every 
corner of our Dominion, and of such quality as to ensure a still 
increasing trade. There is a large planing mill, employing about 
fifteen hands. Mr. William Forrester’s flax mill employs at cer- 
tain seasons a large number of people. These, with the grist 
mills, now constitute the principal manufacturing establishments 
in Mitchell. 

In the town are published two newspapers—one, the Mitchell 
Advocate, a Conservative journal, was first issued by J. E. and 
W. R. Davis‘on April 13th, 1860. This is the only paper in the 
county which has continued since its inception (43 years ago) in 
the hands of its founders. On November 15th, 1861, was issued 
the Perth Reformer, by Mr. Alexander McLean, which a few years 
subsequently ceased publication. In 1877 Mr. T. H. Race, a clever 
writer and energetic man, launched the Mitchell Recorder, which 
he has conducted with success. These two journals have done 
much to aid in developing this section, and are in receipt of a large 
advertising patronage. 

The legal fraternity in Mitchell are represented by Messrs. Abra~ 
ham Dent, F. H. Thompson, and E. A. Dunbar, while in the 
medical profession are Dr. Smith, Dr. Armstrong, and Dr. Hurlburt. 

The Mitchell schools are well conducted, and the citizens have 
ion for educating their children in providing comfort- 























made pro 


able buildings certainly equal to any place of similar population in 
this western section, Excellent public school structures have 
been erected, and the high school, of brick, is quite hand- 
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some in architectural design. A very fine public library is also 
maintained, with reading room in connection, which, as indicative 
of her people's intelligence, is well patronized. 

About 1872 or 1873 a system of waterworks was introduced, 
known as the ‘‘Holly system,” at a cost of nearly $20,000, which 
has been of great advantage to the town, Granolithic sidewalks 
have been laid, streets macadamized, a fine electric plant installed; 
in short, all those conveniences will be found in Mitchell which 
distinguish energetic Canadian towns. Like St. Marys and Strat- 
ford, this place has had her period of depression, and now, like 
these two aspiring trade centres, Mitchell has indications of a 


returning prosperity greater than she in her palmy days ever 
experienced. 

In 1855 was issued to Mitchell a warrant to establish a tair—I 
belive the only one ever issued to any town in this county. 1 
insert this document that my readers may peruse what seems to 
me a rather unique piece of composition : 


“Edmund Head. 
“(Seal) 
“Province of Canada. 

“Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c. 

“To our trusty and well-beloved Robert Moderwell, our Sheriff 
of our County of Perth, in our Province of Canada, Esquire, and 
to all to whom these Presents shall come : 

“Wuereas, it hath been represented to us that the establishment 
of a Fair or Marr at the Village of Mitchell in the County afore- 
said, would tend greatly to the welfare and convenience of the 
Inhabitants of the said County Now Know Ye, that being desirous 
of promoting by every means the prosperity of our subjects, We, 
of our Special Grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, have 
given and granted and by these Presents do give and grant unto 
Robert Moderwell aforesaid, being Our Sheriff of Our said County 
and to his successors respectively, being Sheriffs of Our said 
County for the time being, all and singular the Puptic Fair ax 
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Marr, and the right, privilege, advantage, and franchise of keeping 
and holding a Pusuic Far axp Mast, as Stewards of the same 
respectively, at and within the Village of Mitchell aforesaid, to- 
gether with all the Privileges, Customs, Usages, Courts of Pie~ 
rs and laws of Fairs in general as now 





poudre incident to Fi 
established, used and exercised within that part of Great Britain 
and Ireland. To have and to hold the said Fair, Mart, Franchise, 
Right, Hereditaments, and Premises to him the said Robert 
Moderwell, Sheriff of Our said County, and to his successors for- 
ever, being Sheriffs of Our said County, to and for the use, 
benefit, resort and intercourse of All our Liege Subjects of Our 





aid Province, to be used and exercised at the several times in 
each and every year as follows, to wit: to begin and be holden on 
the first Wednesday in the respective months of April and October 
in each and every year, and to commence at nine of the clock in 
the morning, and to continue at each time respectively until 





sunset. 

“Subject nevertheless to the powers, provisoes, restrictions, pay- 
ment of piccage and stallage, conditions and limitations herein- 
after mentioned, that is to say: Provided Always and it is the true 
intent and meaning of these Presents, that all and every person 





bringing and exposing to sale any goods, wares and merchandize 
within the said Mart and Fair, shall pay unto the said Sheriff and 
to his successors respectively, being Sheriffs of Our said County, 
such sum or sums of money by way of Toll, for the license of 
keeping and erecting a stall or booth, or otherwise using or 
occupying any space or plot of ground within the said Fair and 
Mart, during the continuance of the same, for the selling, vending 
or disposing of by barter or otherwise any goods, wares or mer- 
chandize, cattle, horses, sheep, hogs, or any other live stock 
within the said Fair and Mart as our Justices of the Peace in and 
for the said County and in Quarter Sessions assembled, or the 
major part of them, shall from time to time in their discretion 
adjudge and determine to be paid. And we do hereby give and 
grant unto the said Justices or the major part of them in Quarter 
Sessions assembled as aforesaid full power and authority to fix, 
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adjudge and determine the Tolls of the said Fair and Mart accord- 
ingly, and from time to time vary and alter the same, and sub- 
stitute greater or lesser Tolls according to emergency as the said 
Justices or the major part of them assembled as aforesaid shall 
think proper; hereby also giving and granting unto Our said 
Sheriff and his successors, Sheriffs of the time being of Our said 
County as Stewards of the said Fair and Mart, full powers to levy 
and enforce the payment of such Tolls as fully and effectually to 
all intents and purposes as if the same had been specifically 
named and given or granted to Our said Sheriff and his succes- 














sors as aforesaid. Provided always, that all sums of money thus 
collected shall be solely appropriated towards the clearing away 
the plot of ground whereon the said Fair and Mart shall be kept, 
and towards other the incidental expenses necessary to be in- 
curred, in making the said Fair-stead convenient and commo- 
| dious, and most useful to the Public at large. Provided also, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend to the prejudice or common 
nuisance of Our Liege subjects of Our said Province of Canada. 

“In Testimony whereof, we have caused these Our Letters to 
be made Patent, and the Great Seal of Our said Province to be 
hereunto affixed. 

“Witness Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir Edmund Walker 
Head, Baronet, Governor-General of British North America, and 
Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief in and over Our Province 
of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the Island of Prince 
Edward, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c. 

“At Our Government House, in Our City of Toronto in Our 
said Province the thirteenth day of December in the year of Our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five and in the nine- 
teenth year of Our Reign. 

“By Command, 
“Geo. Et. Cartier, 
“Secretary.” 











The history of Presbyterianism opens in Mitchell during 1846, 
when Rev. Dr. Burns, on his way to Egmondville, preached from 
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a stump which stood near the old Hicks house. Subsequently for 
two years service was held irregularly by Reverends D. Allen, 
Graham, and Mackenzie, in a blacksmith shop near the river. 
This structure soon became inadequate to congregational de- 
mands, and an adjournment was made to the Hicks house, until a 
school building was erected. No organization was effected till 
1849, when Rev. Thos. McPherson, of Stratford, established a 
new congregation. Amongst those present on that occasion were 
Thomas Wylie, Duncan Campbell, William Irvine, James Mc- 
Clacharty, Henry Morgan, and James McKay—Messrs. Wylie 
and McKay being chosen managers. The newly-established 





congregation was called Knox. Sacrament was also dispensed, 
Hugh Kennedy Junck and Duncan Campbell distributing the 
elements. Not till 1855 was a minister stationed in Mitchell. A 
good story is told regarding Rev. Mr. Graham, of Egmondville, 
who for several years rendered valuable service in building up this 
mission. He was erecting a small house for himself, and Mitchell 
people being desirous of assisting him, in acknowledgement of his 
work in their behalf, decided to present him with sufficient shingles 
to roof his new habitation. On his next appearance, a short time 
after this presentation had been made by the congregation, an 
old Scotch lady was heard to remark, ‘We gied him the shingles; 
‘A wunner if he’s after the nails noo.” 

Rey. James Findlay was inducted in 1856 as first stationed 
minister, his stipend being £130 per annum. A small church 
was erected, and considerable progress made. In 1861 Mr. 
Findlay removed, which led to an interregnum of six years. A 
ister being chosen, when, on 














difference of opinion prevented a mi 
a suggestion made by Mr. Thomas Matheson, the choice was 
relegated to two ladies, Mrs. James McClacharty and Mrs. John 
Aikens, who succeeded in making a selection suitable to all 
parties. During 1894 was dedicated a splendid brick edifice, 
where worship is now held. This is a costly structure, and one 





of the most imposing ecclesiastical buildings in the county. 
Under Rev. Mr. McAulay, who was inducted in 1900, the number 
of members has increased to 255. A Sabbath school was organ- 











MITCHELL 


ized in 1848 by James Boyd, through whose instrumentality much 
good has been accomplished. 

The English church in Mitchell was not organized till 1861, 
although services were occasionally held during that period ex- 
tending from 1834 to 1860. During 1862 Old Trinity church was 
erected—a frame building, where the congregation worshipped for 
nearly forty years. In 1899 the present elegant structure was 
completed at a cost of $5,000. Since Rev. Mr. Ralley, who was 
first stationed minister, was inducted, if advancement has not been 
rapid it has been steady, and from a very small beginning has 
now attained to 125 families, with a large number of adherents. 
A Sabbath school is conducted, with Mr. J. A. Blowes as superi 
tendent, having an attendance of 130 pupils. , Ministerial work 
conducted by Rev. Mr. Howard, 

A mission of the Catholic church was established in Mitchell at 
an early day. They also for some time had to avail themselves of 
such facilities for celebrating mass as a new settlement could 
afford. In 1858 they erected a church, the parish at that period 
embracing a wide section of country. A portion of this has now 
been set apart as St. Bridgid’s, and a part to Kinkora and Dublin, 
In 1882 substantial brick church was erected at a cost of $8,000, 
where service is now held, and has one especial blessing of lying 
under no liabilities. This parish is mother of those in Logan and 
Ellice. In building up these congregations she has given up her 
own people to worship at more magnificent shrines and at altars 
of greater splendour than she can boast of. Her limits have been 
greatly circumscribed, and comprise now only about 30 families, 
in charge of Rev. Father J. Ronan. 

The Methodist church has perhaps a larger membership than 
any other in Mitchell. It was not till 1852 that a congregation of 
Methodists was established, Lucie Adams, Robert Keller, James 
Hill, Thomas Shillington, Paxton Botterall, and Richard and 
Thomas Babb being promoters. Excepting Messrs. Keller and 
Adams all of these pioneers are now sleeping in their 
graves. No regular service was held, however, and when a 
minister was obtained he preached in the school building. During 
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1855 a church was erected, complete organization having now 
taken place with eight members. Subsequent to Methodist Union, 
a fine building, which had been erected by the Bible Christian 
section of Methodism at a cost of $18,000, became a place of 
worship for the united body. At present 300 members and about 
500 adherents meet here every Sabbath day. A Sabbath school is 
conducted by Mr. F..B. Holtby, with an average attendance of 
450 pupils. This congregation has perhaps the best ‘ home 
department” for an aggregate population such as Mitchell that 
can be found in the west, having over 300 members. Rev. Mr. 








Whiting is pastor. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Grace congregation was established 
in 1858 by Rev. J. A. Hengerer with a membership of 16. 
Service was held in the people’s homes till 1862, when a frame 
church was erected, costing about $1,000. This congregation 
has now a connection of about 250 souls. There is also a 
Sabbath school, with an attendance of about 7o pupils, in charge 
of Rev. G. Thun, pastor of this congregation. 

The following is a list of officers, the first mayor being elected 
subsequent to incorporation in 1873. 

Mayors.—1874-5, Thomas Matheson; 1876-9, W. R. Davi 
1880, Joseph Cull; 1881, J. H. Flagg; 1882-4, J. H. Cull; 1885-7, 
Jas. Dougherty; 1888-9, Thomas McClay; 1890-1, T. S. Ford; 
1892, J. W. Cull; 1893-4, W. R. Davis; 1895-7, Isaac Hord; 
1898, William Ryan; 1899, Alden Burritt; 1900-1, Fred. Davis; 
1902, Hugh Campbell. 

Reeves. 1857, Thomas Ford; 1858, John Fishleigh; 1859-60, 
Thomas Babb; 1861-4, J. Fishleigh; 1865-6, T. Babb; 1867-73, 
Thos. Matheson; 1874, Hugh Campbell; 1875, W. R. Davis; 
1876-80, James Sills; 1881-3, Thomas McDonald; 1884, James 
Dougherty; 1885, John Skinner; 1886, Thos. McClay; 1887, H. J. 
Hurlburt; 1888, J. Skinner; 1889-91, S. R. Stewart; 1892, Isaac 
Hord; 1893-6, Jas. Dougherty; 1897-8, John White. Office 
abolished. 

Deputy-Reeves.—1874-5, T. Babb; 1876, Robert Currie; 1877-8, 
J. W. Cull; 1879-80, Thomas McDonald; 1881, A. Burritt; 1882-3, 
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J. Dougherty; 1884, J. Skinner; 1885, T. McClay; 1886, J. W. 
Cull; 1887-9, T. S. Ford; 1890-1, I. Hord; 1892-4, A. Dent; 
1895-7, William Ryan; 1898, J. T. Dufton. Office abolished. 

Clerks.—1857-72, James Porter (resigned); 1872-90, Robert 
Christie ; 1891-7, James Christie; 1898-02, James Barnett. 

Treasurers.—1857, E. J. Woods; 1858-72, James Porter (re~ 
signed); 1872-9, William Abbott; 1880, R. H. Sarvis 
Campbell; 1882, A. Burritt; 1883-6, G. S. Goodeve; 1887-94, 
A. Burritt; 1895-1901, William Thorne; 1902, John Rankin. 

Assessors.—1857-9, R. B. Stephens; 1860-1, John Routledge; 
1862-3, Jas. Hill; 1864, Geo. Hibbert; 1865, Wm. Smith; 1866, 
Wm. Sedgwick; 1867, R. B. Stephens; 1868, J. Sills; 1869-70, W. 
Sedgwick; 1871, R. B. Stephens; 1872, W. Sedgwick; 1873-4, J. 
Thorne; 1875, J. Sedgwick; 1876-7, Nelson Vrooman; 1878-81, 
Thos. Leadstone; 1882, Richard Moffatt; 1883-93, John Broderick; 
1894, J. H. Flagg; 1895-1901, J. Broderick; 1902, Thos. Skinner. 

Collectors. —1857, Charles Thorne; 1858, J. Routledge; 1859-60, 
J. Dent; 1861-4, R. B. Stephens; 1863-80, J. Abbott; 1881, H. 
Campbell; 1882, J. S. Coppin; 1883, Nelson Brisbin; 1884-5, Jas. 
Jones; 1886, Chas. Thorne; 1887, J. S. Coppin; 1888-9, J. Barnett; 
1890-1, Jas. Boyd; 1892-6, J. S. Coppin; 1897-1901, J. Barnett; 
1902, Wm. Thorne. 

Auditors. —1858, R. W. Cana, Alex. Matheson; 1859-62, James 
Barge, G. R. Jarvis; 1863-72, J. Barge, Robert Christie; 1873, 
Wm. Clegg, J. Barge; 1874, J. Barge, N. Brisbin; 1875, J. 
Thorne, Fred. Butcher; 1876-8, F. Butcher, J. McDonald; 1879, 
F. Butcher, J. Broderick; 1880, F. Butcher, J. Thorne; 1881, F. 
Butcher, J. Broderick; 1882, J. Brodrick, C. Thorne; 1883-5, W. 
Potts, J. Meikle; 1886-7, W. Potts, W. H. Dent; 1888, J. Barnett, 
D. W. Cantlon; 1889-90, W. Potts, W. Babb; 1891, C. Thorne, 
W. Babb; 1892, J. Sills, W. Babb; 1893-8, W. Babb, G. S. 
Goodeve; 1899-1902, Cephas Woodger, W. Babb. 

















CHAPTER XXVI. 
STRATFORD. 


When surveys were made in the Huron Tract, in that portion 
of it which afterwards was organized as Perth County two town 
sites were reserved. These were Stratford and Mitchell. Con- 
trary to the opinions expressed by several intelligent writers on 
Perth County history, we believe this selection of a site for Little 
Thames, as Stratford was first named, was not made from its 
geographical pos 
tiguity to the river was no doubt a primary factor in its being chosen, 
As far as any argument based on a convergence of leading roads 
is concerned, it appears of no importance whatever. In the wild 
forest who can say what development will induce? Priority 
of settlement may for a time give prestige, but it does not follow 
that when half a century has gone that precedence may still be 
maintained, Commercial demands are inexorable, and will set at 
defiance the best laid schemes of surveyors, speculators, or boards 
of directors, Whatever Stratford is to-day she owes not to her 
natural geographical position. Her ascendency has been attained 


ion, but as a matter of convenience. Its con- 











not from environment, but from an impressment of extraneous 
conditions which she has compelled to become ministers to her 
success. Great towns, like great men, make way for themselves, 
and obstacles, which appear insurmountable to some, by an over- 
powering determination are transformed and compelled to be 
factors in their advancement. It is worthy of note in connection 
with this city that of all towns or villages in this county its 
location was least desirable as an agricultural centre. Fine 
sections of farm land surrounded St. Marys, Mitchell, and Lis- 
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towel. Stratford was located in a great swamp. It is not sur- 
prising, therefore, that for a period of twenty years her progress 
was inconsiderable. 

Stratford was really founded in 1832, or nearly ten years before 
a survey of Blanshard had even been made. It had priority of 
several years over Mitchell, and yet in 1850 St. Marys had a 
larger population than Stratford, and was a more progres 
town. This is easily accounted for. In all new commercial 
centres material progress at the outset is accelerated or retarded 
by their environment having a natural adaptability for agricul- 








tural purposes. There was no town in Perth County, nor, indeed, 
in the Huron Tract, located in a spot so destitute in its surround- 
ings of those elements which give life to a backwoods hamlet. St. 
Marys, in this respect, had an advantage over all other places in 
this county, in so far that within many miles there was no land 
not available for agriculture when a clearance was effected. It, 
therefore, advanced more rapidy than Stratford, until it reached a 
certain point, This limit is the line of demarcation that lies where 

















a town has created a commercial interest large enough to supply 
the agricultural community by which it is surrounded. If it does 
not aspire to that greater interest of manufacturing, thereby draw- 
ing wealth for its goods from distant customers, then its progress 
must end, This appears to be a solution of the question re- 
garding Stratford’s marvellous progress during the last twenty 
years. Beyond supplying the wants of an agricultural section, 
St. Marys, until lately, never aspired. On the other hand, Strat- 
ford has imposed on herself heavy burdens in order to secure 
manufacturing industries, and thereby bring an increase of popu- 
lation and an increase of trade. This policy of her public men has 
been most successful, and placed her far in advance of her former 
competitors for commercial supremacy. 

A writer in 1852 says, ‘The village of Stratford, now the county 
town of Perth, is pleasantly and well situated, but has made no 
progress considering its natural advantages. It has increased 
considerably in size since we last visited it seven years ago. The 
buildings generally are of an inferior character, and appear to 
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indicate a want of spirit or of means among the inhabitants, 
which is not, however, surprising, as an inland place, surrounded 
by bad roads for a large portion of the year, is scarcely likely to 
partake very largely of a cheerful character.” If this writer had 
been acquainted with pioneer life, he would have understood why 
the village of Stratford ‘‘did not partake of a cheerful character.” 
A little backwoods hamlet in the centre of a swamp, where, about 
seven years prior to the period at which this extract was written, 
a settler had wandered from his home, and was devoured by 
wolves within what is now the city limits, was not likely to be 
very cheerful. As to the character of the roads, we refer our 
readers to reports of Mr. Monteith and others, pathmasters of 
Downie. 

Towns are like individuals; there is a “tide in their affairs, 
which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.” Whatever this 
place may be now is not owing to her natural position but to her 





citizens, who compelled circumstances to shape themselves in her 
favour, Success comes to no one by listlessly waiting. It is a 
result of continuous labour and watchfulness, and if Stratford so 
far has won, it was not by waiting on fortune, but by her conduct 
compelling fortune to wait on her. 

An old gentleman, still living, informs me that he assisted, 
when a boy, in cross-laying a portion of road between what is now 
Stratford and the Little Lakes in 1831. At this period no one was 
residing in or around this section. A couple of shanties were 
utilized by the workmen and the oxen, of which he was teamster, 
hanties, roofed with bark, were 























as stopping places. These 
erected near the river by surveying parties (as stated elsewhere) 
to accommodate such venturesome travellers as might extend 
their explorations so far westward of civilization. In 1832 came 
William Sergeant, who was first settler in Stratford. At this 
period it was known as Little Thames, its present name being 
given by Dr. Dunlop in honour of the bard of Avon. Mr. Ser- 
geant was an Irish gentleman of good family, but broken fortune, 
who sought a home in the wilds of the Huron Tract for himself 
and friends. The family consisted of John Sergeant and his two 
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sons, William and Thomas, and came from Clonmell, County 
Tipperary, Ireland. They were liberal, high-minded people. 
Thomas was married to a Catholic lady, who appears to have had 
all the graces this Church so conspicuously develops in female 
character, She had assisted several of her Catholic friends to 
accompany them to Canada, where they settled near Little 
Thames. Mrs. William Sergeant appears also to have been an 
estimable lady, whose name is associated with many acts of kind- 


ness to all. Such were the first permanent residents of Stratford. 

Mr. Sergeant erected a hotel near where the post office now 
stands, which he named the Shakespeare hotel. In this building 
he also opened a general store. About this time also a store was 
erected by one George Worsley, west of the river, which was sup- 
posed would be the point at which business would centre. Mean- 


time other settlers arrived, and erected buildings on the Huron 
road, east of the river, now Ontario street. Mr. Sergeant's hotel 
was used for a church as well as a tavern, representing the only 
spirituous and spiritual structure in Stratford. John Sharman and 
his family were also early settlers. Mrs. Sharman died shortly 
after their arrival, which was probably the first death in this 
hamlet. Interment took place in what is now the centre of a 
street opposite St. James’ church. J. A. McCarthy was what 
was afterwards known as a’32 man. In 1833 came J. C. W. 
Daly, as Canada Company agent, and erected another frame 
building as a general store. During 1833 arrived J. J. E. Linton, 
who was afterwards first school teacher in this county. Another 
settler of aristocratic distinction had located near the river as a 
suitable position for hunting, who was named Berwick. This 
gentleman had a retinue of servants, with a full outfit of dogs, 
guns, &c., but not finding backwoods life to his taste, soon 
returned to whence he came as being more congenial. The 
first location ticket I have seen is in possession of Judge Woods, 
and dated January 17th, 1833, before leases were issued. Thi 

ticket is No. 62-61, covering lot on concession 1 and 2, Downie. 
Mr. Thomas Ward was the purchaser, and agreed to pay there- 
fore 7s., 6d. per acre. He paid £12, 10s. in cash and gave notes 
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for £62, 10s. This property was afterwards bought by the 
Woods family, a portion of it being still held by Judge Woods, 
on which a part of Stratford is built, known as Woodville. Pro- 
gress was extremely slow, however. In 1840 there were three 
stores—kep by J. C. W. Daly, John Monteith, and a person 
named Meaoy; Mr. Sharman’s blacksmith’s shop, the first in this 
county; a shoe shop, a couple of cobblers, Way's cabinet shop, 
a saw mill, erected by John Sebring in 1833; a grist mill, built 
about the same time; and the ‘Auld Kirk,” built in 1835. Subse- 
quent to this period settlement became more rapid, although 
Stratford’s increase in population was still slow. In 1850 the 
inhabitants numbered goo. There were now two grist mills, an 
oatmeal mill, a distillery, saw mill, foundry, carding and fulling 
mill, two tanneries, brewery, two asheries, one on a large scale, 
located where the Commercial hotel and Theatre Albert now 
stand; a post office, and six churches. Financial institutions were 
represented by the Upper Canada, the Canada, the National Loan 
Friendly Life Assurance Company, Provincial Mutual & Equitable 
Fire Insurance Company, and a Canada Company office. 
Separation from the United Counties of Perth, Huron, and 
Bruce in 1850, and Stratford being selected as county seat, gave 
the first impetus to this still unimportant village. Hitherto it had 
been a part of those municipalities which converge within its 
The new dignity of being elevated to a county town 
created higher aspirations in the citizens than being a small 
country village. During 1852 new county buildings were erected, 
and January, 1853, saw met together for the first time that 
legislative body which was to control local affairs in Perth County. 
Stratford now aspired to become a town. In accordance with the 
Act, 12 Vic., chap. 81, a petition was sent to His Excellency 
praying that Stratford be set apart as an incorporated village. 
This petition was approved by William Rowen, then acting as 
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Governor, who issued « proclamation raising Stratford to this 
new dignity. Robert Moderwell was appointed returning officer, 
the election to be held on the first Monday in January, 1854. Mr. 
Moderwell having taken the oath before Mr. Andrew Monteith, 
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On this 
occasion came before the people as candidates, Alex. B. Orr, 
Robert Johnson, James Orr, Peter Reid, P. R. Jarvis, R. H. Lee, 
W. F. McCulloch, Peter Woods, James Woods, Henry Walters, 
John R. Vivian, John’A. Scott, R. H. Keays, John Sharman, John 
Lynch, and John Hyde. Of this number Messrs. A. B. Orr, Reid, 
Vivian, Lee, and McCulloch were elected, At their first meeting 
Mr. McCulloch was chosen reeve, and Stewart Campbell clerk, 
who afterwards resigned, when Mr. S. L. Robarts was appointed. 
Jas. Woods and Peter Ferguson were appointed assessors; Robt. 
Johnson, collector, and Adam Seegmiller, treasurer. Compensa- 
tion was allowed to these officers: Clerk, £30; assessors, £10 
each; collector, £12; treasurer, £10; auditors, Peter Reid and 
Samuel Lloyd Robarts, salary not stated. Hotel licenses were 
fixed at £7, 10s., Thomas Stoney, John Alexander, and Samuel 
Hesson, inspectors; school trustees, Robert Monteith, John A. 
Scott, John Hyde, T. M. Daly, Robert Keays, and Andrew Mon- 
teith. Dr, Hyde and Dr. Shaver were appointed medical health 
officers; George Larkworthy, chief of police, at a salary of £20 


proceeded to hold nominations at the court house. 











per annum. Mr. Hammond’s services in this department were 
accepted, but without remuneration. 

These important functions having been performed they pro- 
ceeded to other matters. A new fire engine was ordered from 
Montreal, and it is interesting to note that a special provision 
was inserted in the contract that delivery should not be made 
until navigation opened the following spring. Several by-laws of 
importance were also passed. Railroads were now occupying 
people’s minds, as being of incalculable advantage to inland towns 
such as Stratford. £25,000 was, therefore, borrowed to purchase 
stock in the Brantford, Buffalo & Goderich railway. Explanations 
regarding this stock will be found in a paragraph dealing with 
county indebtedness elsewhere. A further sum of £1,800 was 
borrowed to erect a school building, with £1,700 for sidewalks and 
purchasing a site for a market house. The land selected for this 
building was an old saw mill yard, which Mr. McDonald, then 
proprietor, agreed to sell for £200. This is still the city market 
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nd other 





place, although in 1855 old saw logs, slabs, saw dust, ¢ 
refuse, lying scattered on all sides, was a source of great annoy- 
ance to the council and citizens generally. It was not till those 
to stringent measures that an abate- 





in authority had recours 
ment of this nuisance was made, and sidewalks and streets were 
cleared of those unsightly obstructions. Stratford so far having 
no corporate seal, it was decided to adopt that of their chief 
crest, an aim, 








magistrate for sealing official papers, which was 
an arrow, with the motto vi; i, anims. 

During 1855 an attempt was made to introduce monthly cattle 
fairs, but which, as in other sections of this county, were never 


lation was enacted against saw log 








successful. Further legi 
interfering with travel on the principal streets. During this year 
we obtain a first glimpse at the finances of this now progressive 
village. Estimates for all purposes amounted to 41,176, 78+ 4d., 
or somewhat less that $5,000. In 1856 tenders were asked for 
constructing a market building, but not to exceed £3,000. A 
prize of £50 was offered for the best design, A by-law was a 
passed authorizing the purchase of stock in the Northern Grav 

road. This was a most important movement on Stratford's part, 
opening up that dense swamp, a distance of ten miles, by a good 
highway to those fertile lands in Mornington. This road brought 
ed development in 














an immense trade to the tow 





, and accelet 





that splendid country lying to the north. 

The year 1857 saw a market building erected, whose cupola 
with its extending flag staff was for years the pride of the citizens, 
exciting wonder and admiration in backwoods youths who came 
from the northern townships with their oxen to trade in this 
great metropolis. Like much in this world, however, it was not 
what it seemed. Erected by Messrs. Oliver & Sewell, contractors, 
at a cost of £5,490, from some imperfections in construction it 
was constantly being repaired. This old structure was destroyed 
by fire in 1897. In 1899 the present fine building was erected at 
a cost of $45,000. During 1857 a fire company was organized, 
and great improvements made on several leading streets. Nile 
and Waterloo streets were now graded, at a cost of 4s., 1174. 
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per rod. Downie street was also graded, at a cost of 6s. per rod. 
A census was taken this year, the results of which indicated great 
progress since 1850. The village was now divided into five 
wards—Shakespeare, Hamlet, Romeo, Avon, and Falstaff. Enu- 
merators were appointed for each of these, Mr. J. J. E. Linton 
being paid £1 for his services; W. D. Harrison, B. Grant, and 
Jas. Taylor, other enumerators, 15s. each. The total population 
being 3,198, action was again taken regarding hotel licenses, 
which were raised to £20. 

1858 saw Stratford elevated to the dignity of a town, with Mr. 
J. C. W. Daly as first mayor, Another new fire engine was 
ordered, and a new bell was placed in the cupola of the market 
building, which since its erection had been silent as the spheres. 
Three new town pumps were ordered from Georgetown for town 
wells. Tanks were placed on principal streets for cases of 
emergency. 

On March 21, 1859, Mr. Linton, notwithstanding these indica- 
tions of material development, presents a somewhat doleful report 
regarding poor people in the town. Relief had been given to 33 
families, who were reported as destitute. Mr. Linton is reported 
as carrying a bottle of wine to a dying man named Pat Conners, 
and paying $2 for his funeral expenses. A soup kitchen was 
established where the poor were fed; the first, and we pray heaven 
it may be the last, ever established in Perth County. In this 
t 
human character and a tender sympathy for human suffering. 

Mr. Daly having resigned his position as mayor, Mr. William 
Smith was chosen to succeed him. A further sum of £1,250 was 
granted to the Northern Gravel road. Bowling alleys and billiard 
rooms were now first introduced, and by-laws were passed impos- 








ing period Mr. Linton’s conduct presents a noble aspect of 


ing regulations regarding the manner of conducting them. 

On September 12th, 1860, a great event transpired in Stratford. 
This was a visit from the Prince of Wales, now His Most Gracious 
Majesty King Edward the Seventh. A committee consisting of 
W. F. McCulloch, mayor; William Smith, reve; Thomas Stoney, 


deputy reeve; Andrew Monteith, warden of the county, and 
28 
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Messrs. E. F. Ryerson, P. R. Jarvis, J. C. W. Daly, Sheriff 
Moderwell, S. L. Robarts, and William Mowat were appointed to 
draft an address for presentation to His Royal Highness. The 
little old building which was then used as a station was decorated 
with bunting. Carpets were laid so that royalty would not soil 
his feet as he alighted to receive the professions of loyalty of 
the truly patriotic people of Stratford and vi Great crowds 
were present ; citizens from behind the counter, and pioneers 
from the swamps of Ellice and Elma—clad in home-spun—and 
who had come many a weary mile over crossways and through 
stumps to see the future ruler of Britain’s Empire. They desired 
to give one mighty, heartfelt cheer of God-speed to that modest- 
looking youth, whose appearance recalled to them once more the 
home of their fathers far away across the sea. On arrival of the 
train, as the Prince stepped out on the platform to receive the 
committee, he was greeted by such a cheerastrue British hearts 
only can give. This committee of prominent men, as they shook 
hands with their royal visitor, were covered with glory, and for 
once felt like saying, as did Simeon of old, “Now let me die, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” As another generation fias 
sprung up in Stratford since that memorable day, we insert the 
address as read by Mayor McCulloch : 



















“To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales: 

“May it please Your Royal Highness,—We, the inhabitants of 
the Town of Stratford, beg to approach Your Royal Highness 
with assurances of our’ devotion and loyalty to the Crown and 
authority of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. 

“We, in common with the rest of Her Majesty's loyal subjects 
in this Province, would have felt highly gratified had the ex- 
igencies of state permitted Her Majesty in herself to visit the first 
Colony of the Empire and to have received in person the congrat- 
ulations of her subjects on the success which has attended the 
mild and equitable rule under which our country is rising so 
rapidly to greatness. 

“We desire to thank Her Majesty for the consideration she has 
shown in permitting Your Royal Highness to visit us, and we 
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welcome it as an assurance of our Soverign’s earnest desire to 
cement still closer the bonds of interest and affection which con- 
nects us with the mother country, and which enables us to share 
in—that which is our proudest boast—the liberties and glories of 
h Empire. 

“We regard it as a high privilege to be enabled to welcome Your 
Royal Highness, and we beg respectfully to offer our congratula- 
jons on the opportunities which this journey affords Your Royal 
Highness of seeing the country and inhabitants of which you are 














destined—we trust at some very distant day—to become the 
Sovereign. 

“Little more than a quarter of a century ago the very country 
through which Your Royal Highness has passed, west of Toronto, 
was one almost unbroken wilderness, and Your Royal Highness 
may realize the rapidity of our material progress by comparing the 
present with the past. This peaceful progress has been fostered 
and protected by British law and British institutions; which we 
cherish as warmly as our fellow-countrymen at home. 

“The visit of Your Royal Highness will tend still further to 
increase the attachment which binds us to the mother country — 
an attachment founded on kindred languages, laws, and institu- 
tions, and a common sentiment of loyalty to the Soverign head of 
the vast empire of which we form a portion, and in whose 
glorious achievements in the vanguard of civilization we have a 
common share and a common interest. 

“We pray Your Royal Highness to convey to Her Majesty the 
sentiments of high regard in which we hold her rule, and our 
earnest hope that nothing may ever occur to sever a connection 
which is mutually so advantageous, and which we regard as the 
crown of our country’s glory. 

“On behalf of the citizens of Stratford. 

““W. F. McCuttocs, Mayor.” 

















To this very flattering testimony of loyalty and affection towards 
Her Majesty's person and government His Royal Highness was 
graciously pleased to make the following repl: 








“Gentlemen,—I thank you 


cerely for the address which you 
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have presented to me. In the Queen's name I acknowledge the 
expression of your loyalty to her Crown and person, and for myself 
Tam grateful to you for this welcome to your neighbourhood.” 


This terminated the proceedings, and with a few hand-shakings 
and a rousing cheer the visit of His Royal Highness became a 
paragraph in the page of history. 

Meantime, in 1864, population had attained to 3,600 souls, 
to supply whose spirituous wants fourteen hotels were licensed. 
‘Another innovation was now introduced of great convenience, in 
supplying light for the streets. No effort had previously been 
made in this department of civic government; but quiet, inoffensive 
‘ided in 
maintaining a decorous and polite deportment in crossing streets 
as of unsearchable depths. Mr. 





burghers, returning from business at late hours, were now 








whose mud in rainy seasons 
P. R. Jarvis during this year applied to the Home government 
for a trophy of British power, which young Canadians might look 
timulate their military ardour. In reply Strat- 





upon, und thereby s 
ford received a cannon, captured by Britain in the Crimean war, 


and which now sits peacefully on the north side of Downie street. 





In every section evidences of improvement were perceptible. 
Several elegant churches had been erected, and good substantial 
business blocks were now found on Ontario and Market streets. 
Expenditure on public works had also largely increased since 
54, being now, in 1867, $18,000. 

Since completing the G. T. R. and the B. & L. H. railway in 
1857, Stratford's commercial supremacy in Perth County was 
assured. This, again, was rendered more secure by the construc- 
tion of the Port Dover and Stratford & Huron railways in 1875. 
Wealth was now accumulating, and in 1874 a gas company was 
organized to supersede the oil lamps of an earlier day. These 
luminaries had done pioneer service, although the feeble glimmering 
light emitted seemed to do nothing further than render more per- 
ceptible surrounding darkness. Gas was again superseded in 
turn by electric light, which now sparkles on every street and in 








the luxuriant homes of numerous citizens, The assets of the 
Electric Company now reach over $100,000. 
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In 1883 a Water Supply Company was organized, with Mr. John 
Corrie as president, having a capital of $115,000. In 1901 this 
company supplied, through 70,000 ft. of mains, nearly 325,000,000 
imperial gallons of water. This indicates a very great improve- 
ment since the first council ordered three pumps from Georgetown 
for the village wells. 

‘A modern system of fire protection is now in operation, and 
‘stem of sewage has been introduced. Sewage beds have been 








constructed on the latest scientific principles, where absolute 
purification is attained before being discharged into the river. 

These improvements have demanded a large expenditure in 
their successful prosecution, and the people in 1901 contributed 
for civic taxation $120,000. Of this amount nearly $24,000 was 
set apart for education, $16,540 for local improvements, and 
$13,585 for fire protection, water, and light. 

Before closing this part of our work we desire to add that all 
those fraternal societies, which are doubtless doing great good in 
the world, are fully represented in a population of 10,500 people, 
who are now citizens of Stratford. The benevolent societies are: 
St. George’s, St. Andrew’s, St. Vincent de Paul, Freemasons, 
Oddfellows, Foresters, Workmen, Orange and Temperance lodges, 
Father Mathew Temperance Society, G.T. R. Benevolent Society, 
Friendly Society, Amalgamated Society of Engineers, Sons of 
Scotland, Sons of England, Knights of Pythias, and others. A 
library and reading room has been established by the railway 
company for their employees. A public library is also maintained, 
containing at present over 4,000 volumes. 

Meantime Stratford had long passed the line of differentia 
between a country village and an important manufacturing town. 
Bad roads or a small representation of farmers’ wives or daughters 
no longer means a conspicuous depreciation of business. Pros 
perity for her does not rest on wealth produced in the townships 
surrounding, but in that great amalgamation of skill and labour 
found within her own limits. This work of deft hands is now 
sent to almost every corner of the world in manufactured goods. 

In 1870 the Grand Trunk workshops were opened under the 
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management of Mr. Thomas Patterson, whose son, Robert 
Patterson, is now master mechanic of this immense establishment. 
Locating these workshops in Stratford resulted from that policy 
persistently carried forward by her public men for many years. A 
concentration of railroads at this point led to construction of the 
mechanical appliances necessary to their economical operation. 
During 1888 these great buildings as they now exist were com- 
pleted, and became a centre of industry within whose noisy walls 
800 workmen earn a comfortable subsistence for themselves and 








families. 

Next in importance to these great mechanical works is a large 
furniture factory erected by the George McLagan Furniture Co. 
Mr. McLagan, who appears to be a person of great administrative 
ability, had operated a similar establishment for many years, which 
was destroyed by fire in 1900. The present building is an impos- 
ing one of white brick, within whose walls are employed about 
200 hands. Manufactured goods from this establishment are 
shipped to every corner of the world. 

The Macdonald Manufacturing Co. was established in 1876 
for constructing threshing machinery. This business has been a 
successful one, and is still carried on by one of the original founders 
and his ns, P. A. and J. R. Macdonald. Large brick buildings 
were erected in 1901 to accommodate an increasing trade. About 
50 men are employed. 

The Stratford Mill Building Co. is another large and important 
industry, employing over 100 men. This establishment is operated 
by Mr. William Preston, present proprietor, who manufactures 
mill machinery of every description. 

The Startford Bridge and Iron Works were founded in 1892 by 
Mr. W. W. Cowan, and are now operated by Mr. Thos. Halliday, 
with Mr. Cowan as superintendent. This industry constructs 









two s 






steel bridges, wind-mills, grinders, force and lift pumps. Im- 
proved roads has created a great demand for steel bridges, which 
in old days did not exist. This factory employs about 50 men. 
The Whyte Packing Co., organized by John Whyte in 1899, 
while a source of wealth to Stratford, is of great importance 
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to the’ agricultural districts surrounding. This establishment is 
well equipped, and affords employment to a large staff of work- 
men. 

One of the oldest industries in Stratford was that of Thomas Orr 
& Sons, originally a planing mill. In 1884 this factory was 
enlarged, and the manufacture of sideboards introduced. It 
was subsequently acquired by the Canada Furniture Co., by 
whom it is now operated, under Mr. V. Knechtel as manager, 
employing about 50 hands. 

David Easson’s planing mills and furniture facto 
thriving industry. Interior house furnishings, office and bar 
fittings are principally turned out. This business was founded by 
Scrimgeour Bros. over 3o years ago, and now employs about 45 
hands. 

The Anchor Wire Fence Co. was assumed by its present owners 
in 1900, and is engaged in manufacturing farm and ornamental 
fences and gates. This business is controlled by Messrs. James 








is another 








Esplen and Robert Frame, and goods are largely sent to Manitoba, 
where an excellent market has been obtained. 

The firm of which Mr. E. T. Dufton is head has been in exist- 
ence for over 30 years, and engaged in manufacturing woollen 
goods. Over 40 workers are employed, and their fabrics are sold 
throughout all Canada. 

The Perth Flax and Cordage Co. was organized in 1895 by Mr. 
John Hogarth, and incorporated in its present form in 1897. This 
firm manufactures twine, cordage, binder twine, rope, and flax. 
About 75 men are now employed under Mr. A. H. Raymond, as 
manager. 

Another useful industry in Stratford, under Mr. E. T. Dufton 
as president, is the Stratford Clothing Co. This establishment 
manufactures the finest grade of clothing of all kinds, and employs 
a staff of 50 hands. 

Messrs. Thornton & Douglas are also engaged in manufac- 
turing men’s clothing, and have branch stores in Guelph and 
Chatham. 

The Emperor Cycle Works were established in 1893 by Kalb- 
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fleisch Bros., for making and repairing bicycles. Woodworking 
machinery is also made by this firm, which employs a number of 
men. 

Ruston Bros.” planing mills have a large trade in builders’ sup- 
plies, employing at present about 35 hands. Doors, sash, blinds, 
and house furnishing goods of all kinds are manufactured and 
sold. These, with a great number of smaller industries, give 
nds of people at’ remunerative wages, and 











employment to thous 
are really the conduits through which pass the life blood of Strat- 
ford’s commercial greatness. 

At present other manufacturing establishments are being erected. 
The Globe-Wernicke Manufacturing Co. have in course of con- 
struction a large brick building, where high-class office and other 
fittings will be made, which will employ from 100 to 150 hands. 

Excavations are also being made for a large building, where 
manure spreaders will be made (the pionéer factory of this kind in 
the Dominion), to be operated by the Kemp Manure Spreader Co. 

A Company is also being organized to be known as the Mooney 
Biscuit Co., for manufacturing biscuits, which will employ hun- 
dreds of workers. 

‘A great amount of capital has been and is being invested in 
promoting and carrying out these enterprises, which are of vast 
consequence, not only to Stratford, but the surrounding country, 

Amongst those financial institutions which have taken deep 
root in Stratford is the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co. This 
Company was organized in 1863, with Dr. John Hyde as president, 
and William J. Imlach as secretary. It appears to have been 
intended to transact business on farm property only. Progress 
for several years was necessarily slow. Subsequent to Mr. 











Packert being appointed secretary, a change of policy was effected, 
it entering the field as a competitor for commercial risks. This 
has been followed by marked success. Under its first year's 
operations—in 1863—262 policies were issued, amounting to 
$156,234. As security for this large sum premium notes for 
$2,656 were held. These were days of small things, however, 
previous to a period of expansion and decided success. For the 
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year 192 there were in force 16,840 policies, covering property 
valued at $18,382,724. As security for these risks were mort- 
gages, debentures, and other assets, amounting to $241,509 over 
all liabilities. Mr. Imlach was succeeded as secretary by Mr. 
William Mowat, and he, in 1877, by Mr. Packert. Dr. Hyde, as 
president, was followed by Mr. James Trow, and he by Mr. 
William Davidson, county clerk, now president. 

The British Mortgage Loan Co. is another monetary institution 
creditable to the city. This Company was organized in London 
during 1877, reorganized and removed to Stratford in 1878. 
This Company transacts a banking business, in so far that it 
receives money on deposit, lending on mortgage for a term 
of years. Since re-orginization and removal to Stratford, under 
the management of Mr. William Buckingham, it has met with 
marked success. It is most creditable to those who guide its 
interests that no case of hardship has ever occurred with their 
patrons, as frequently happens to institutions loaning on mort- 
gage. It must be remembered, however, that along with Mr. 
Buckingham has always been associated in its management 
one or other of Perth’s great men, who, as president, has 
















afforded valuable advice and assistance in disposing of its affairs. 





Mr. James Corcoran was first president, and was succeeded by 
Mr. Andrew Monteith, and he again by This ] 





Mr. James Tro 
position is at present held by Hon. Thomas Ballantyne. 

The Stratford Building and Savings Society, which commenced 
business in 1887, has been a source of profit to its patrons 
by inculcating a spirit of thrift, in order to secure homes for 
themselves and families. This institution Igans to working men 
such sums as enable them to erect homes, payments being so 
arranged that their liabilities can be discharged by a small contri- 
bution from their monthly earnings. The business of this Society 
is confined to Stratford and conducted on liberal terms. This 
liberality has been so far appreciated by its patrons that during its 
existence no loss has been experienced. In the city are also 
branches of the Bank of Montreal, Bank of Commerce and 
Merchants Bank.. All of which have contributed to developing 
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trade, by supplying capital to business men, enabling them to 
carry on those enterprises so essential to progress. 

While these indications of advancement in national wealth are 
gratifying to all, facilties for imparting instruction to the young 
are still of a more marked character. To those who are yet resi- 
dents it will appear but a short time since they sat in the log school 
building, and at recess gathered beech-nuts in what is now the 
collegiate grounds, or played at ‘‘hide-and-seek” amongst brush 
and saw-logs, occupying that space where now stands the city hall. 
A short time, indeed, but pregnant with events, continuous progress 
and marvellous innovation. In 1834 Mr. J. J. E. Linton opened 
a private school, the first in Perth County. In 1841 was erected 
a log school, so often referred to by historians, in Stratford. In 
1843, we have the first report of school work, when about 30 
children of all ages met in that old log building, which stood on 





the site of the present central,school. There could be no report 
of this or any other school prior to 1843. The first school Act 
was passed in 1841, and under its provisions were opened in 1842 


all public schools then in the province. To-day 2,000 cl 








ren, in 
eight spacious school buildings, answer the roll call. Thirty 
teachers are now employed. The whole of these schools are 
under the inspectorate of Mr. J. Russell Stuart, who is principal 
of the city public schools. There is also a Roman Catholic 
separate school, with a full staff of teachers, under separate 
school inspectors of Ontario. 

In 1853 were assembled the first grammar school classes, under 
principal Rev. Thomas Russell. In 1854 C. J. McGregor, M.A., 
a graduate of Toronto University, became principal, conducting 
the school with, success until he resigned in 1883. In 1878-9 a 
fine high school building was erected. This structure was at that 
e and is, perhaps, now, one of the most beautiful school build- 
ings in Canada. During the period when Mr, William McBride 
was principal, who had succeeded Mr. McGregor, this institution 
itute. Under the 








was raised to the status of a collegiate ins 


present principal—Mr. C. A. Mayberry, B.A., LL.B.—this school 
maintains a position in the first rank of our educational system. 
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A modern innovation in our educational system was introduced 
into this city during 1891 by establishing kindergarten schools. 
Since the first one was opened in that year two others have been 
added. These schools are presided over by three female teachers, 
ith Mrs. L, Irvine as principal, who maintains a general super- 
vision over the whole, and are kept open from 9 to 12 o'clock 





only. Pupils are admitted between the ages of four and seven 
years, and to those who delight in associating with children these 
little people, of whom there are about 140 in attendance, form a 
very interesting study. They are not taught to read—modelling, 
drawing, wea’ 





ing, sewing, songs, games, and other exercises 
occupying their attention. In our tender years the faculty of im- 
itation is singularly active, and that distinctive trend of thought, 





found to a greater or lesser degree in all by its early manifesta 
tions in any of these departments, would likely be roused to 
activity, thus rendering those studies an important factor in 
development. These schools are ma 


intained by a general rate 





levied on the city. This really interesting work, first promoted 
by Messrs. J. Russell Stuart, principal of the public schools, 
W. J. Ferguson, and John Welsh, has been productive of good 
results, and is quite in accord with public sentiment. 

Further remarks on our school system will be found in a chapter 
relating to public schools. 

On September 11, 1849, was issued the first newspaper printed 
in Perth County. This was known as the Perth County News, and 
published by Mr. Thomas Rowland, It may be proper to state 
here that Mr. Robert McLagan, who assisted on that great oc 
sion, is still a resident of Stratford, and the oldest printer, per- 
haps, in Western Ontario. For this notice of the press in Strat 
ford 1 am greatly indebted to a pamphlet published by Mr. Mc- 
Lagan a short time ago in relation to this important subject. Mr. 
Rowland’s paper seems to have survived only for a short time, 
and was supplanted by the Examiner, which also appears to 
have been somewhat ephemeral. The Beacon, now the oldest 
paper in Perth County, was first published on December 29th, 
1854, by Mr. Peter Eby, a citizen of Berlin. Mr. William Mowat 
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was editor and manager. It was a four-page sheet, with six 
columns to each page, a total of 480 inches of space, and sold at 
$2 per annum in advance, and $2.50 if not so paid. ‘Farm 
produce taken at market prices, cordwood, and turnips, as may be 
agreed upon.” In the autumn of 1863 Mr. Mowat sold the paper 
to Mr. W. Buckingham, who had hitherto published the Norfolk 
Reformer, and who was at that time private secretary to the 
Postmaster-General at the then seat of government in Quebec. 
On his appointment as private secretary to Hon. Alexander 
Mackenzie, Prime Minister of Canada, in 1873, Mr. Buckingham 
disposed of the business to his partner, Mr. Alexander Matheson. 
To-day this paper contains sixteen six-column pages, with 1,920 
s sold at $1 per annum. In 1887 a daily 
edition was issued by Mr. Matheson, which was subsequently 
abandoned. Mr. W. M. O’Beirne, for several years associated 
with the Globe and other Ontario journals, the Beacon’s proprietor 
since 1891, again issued a daily edition, which has been successful, 
having a large circulation. This ‘History of Perth” is published 
in the Beacon office, under the mechanical superintendence of 
Mr. J. T. Perry. The Beacon, since its inception, has been an 
ciples, doing good service for 

















inches of space, and 








unflinching advocate of Reform p 
its party. 

In 1852 the Strafford Examiner was published by Messrs. T. M. 
Daly and Edwin Dent, and in 1855 passed over to Mr. S. L. 
Robarts, who published it until the late ‘6o's. The Perth County 
‘News was first published in 1863 by Vivian & Maddocks, and was 
shortly afterwards issued as the Herald, in June of that year. 
John M. Robb bought it out in 1867, and published it until 1872, 
when Alex. Williamson and H. T. Butler published it until 1874, 
at which time it was purchased by Mr. James Robb. In June, 
1874, Mr. H. T. Butler first published the Stradford Times, and 
continued it to 1890, In about two years after this it was 
merged into the Herald. ‘The Times was a paper of considerable 
influence for a number of years. Mr. Butler then established 
the Sun, but it gave away in the face of the two dailies before 
a year rolled over. 
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In 1886 the Herald was purchased by Dingman Bros., who 
moved it in 1900 to its present elegant quarters on Market square. 
This paper has also been successful, being now a sixteen-page 
sheet, and sold to subscribers at $1 per annum. In 1887 a daily 
was issued, which has now a large circulation. Both of the Strat- 
ford daily papers have a great advertising patronage, and certainly 
have done much in promoting the business interests of the city. 

In 1863 was established a weekly German paper, named the 
Colonist. This sheet was founded by Jacob Teuscher. In 1872 
it became the property of Messrs. Schmidt & Scherer, and five 
years later Mr. Schmidt became sole proprietor. The Colonist has 
a large patronage amongst the Germans, a number of whom are 
settled near Stratford. Since the period when the News was 
launched, many ventures have been made, but not with great 
success. An Orange Gasette was published for some time, but 
abandoned, These, with a paper called the Advertiser, constitute 
the journalistic ventures in Stratford. 

During 1888 steps were being taken to erect a suitable building 


for a hospital. If “Man’s inhumanity to man makes countless 


thousands mourn,” man’s humanity to man makes many a stricken 
heart rejoice. Stratford hospital is a noble charity, and, as a 
purely philanthropic work, excels all others in this county. Its 
promoters were the Co. Warden, and Mayor H. T. Butler, Messrs. 
John Hossie, William Davidson, Hon. Thos. Ballantyne, James 
O'Loane, John Idington, William Buckingham, J. P. Woods 
(judge), James Corcoran, E. T. Dufton, John McIntyre, and W. R. 
Tiffin. This committee soon obtained subscriptions amounting to 
$17,000. Of this sum Mr. Wm. Byers, an old pioneer, bequeathed 
$2,000, and by making the Trust residuary legatee to his will this 
great work received $2,000 more. Stratford municipal council 
granted $2,000 and five acres of land. The county council also 
granted $2,000, the balance being subscribed in sums ranging 
from fifty cents to several hundred dollars. Every effort was 
made by the ladies of Stratford to procure necessary appliances 
and a full equipment, in which they succeeded. When completed it 
was unencumbered. Patients are charged $2.80 per week for 
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care and medical treatment. When. private wards and special 
attendance are required, higher rates are paid. The poor and 
helpless are generously treated free. Arrangements are made 
whereby the charitable and benevolent may subscribe $100 per 
annum, which will entitle them to a bed for one patient each year. 
Any person making a grant of $2,500, or real estate producing 
$150 per annum, can send one patient in perpetuity. A patient so 
so must be an indigent. The citizens of 











entering under this prov 
Stratford may point to this building with greater pride than to any 
other of which their city can boast. 

Religious service was a function never neglected in pioneer 
‘Whatever the pioneer’s circumstances or environment, this, 
im: that he could meet in. 


day 
at least, was always vouchsafed to 
a shanty with those of his own, denomination and worship God. 
In 1838 a grant of land was made by the Canada Co. to the 
Presbyterian Church. Old St. Andrew's, in Stratford, was the 
first Presbyterian congregation in this county. A new building 
was erected of logs in 1840, the corner stone being laid on 
July 16th, by Mr. Alexander McDonald. On November 21st, 
1839, the Rev. Daniel Allan became Perth’s first Presbyterian 
minister. With him were, as elders, John Stewart, Robert Fraser, 
George Hyde, John Gibb, and Mathew Nelson. Mr. Allan also 
preached in Woodstock, this place and Stratford being united at 
this time under one minister, who rode through the bush on horse- 
back between these points, there being no roads. In 1842 came 
the disruption in Scotland, which was soon followed by Canada. 
Meantime, Mr. Allan had established St, Andrew’s church in 
North Easthope. During 1844 he withdrew from both, and 
organized a new congregation on those principles so effectively 
taught by the Edinburgh divine and the stone mason of Cromarty. 
The old time-honored institution, which had done so much for 
Scotland, was deprived of a portion of her glory. That “Old 
Kirk,” whose hoary and time-worn edifices had rendered sacred 
many a quiet nook in lonely glens and valleys far remote, now 
bereft of her former glory, was still undismayed in her native land. 
In Canada she was ruined. In 1848 Mr. Bell was inducted in 
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Stratford and North Easthope St. Andrew’s churches. In 1857 a 
separation took place. Mr. Miller succeeded Mr. Bell. In 1863 
Rev. Dr. George came, remaining till 1870, Rev. Mr. Wilkins 
succeeded Dr. George, and he by Rev. E. W. Waits. During 
1883 Rev. E. W. Panton was inducted, under whose ministra- 
tions great progress has been made. Total membership at that 
period was 155, now increased to 350. In 1868 the present build- 
ing was erected, although latterly great improvements have been 
effected, adding much to the comfort and convenience of the con- 
gregation. 

Knox Church, Stratford, was founded by the Rev. Thomas 
McPherson, in 1849. This minister was of splendid physique, 
douse, and energetic. He was selected by the Free Church Society 
in Scotland to plant those reforms in Evangelical discipline so 
recently introduced in that country. Service was first held in the 
school house, until a church was erected in 1850. Knox congrega- 
tion increased rapidly, and in 1869 greater accommodation had to be 
obtained. In 1870, therefore, the foundation of the present build- 
ing was laid by Mr. Henry Gibson, This is the most i 
church edifice in Stratford, and presents an outline of 
grace and beauty. Its seating capacity is about 1,500. 

Mr. McPherson retired, being succeeded by Mr. McLeod, now of 
London, England. During 1881 Mr. Wright was inducted, who 
was followed by Rev. Lauchlin M. Leitch, in June, 1891. Over 
1,100 members are now under Mr. Leitch’s ministration, 900 of 
whom have become communicants since his inception. A session 
composed of George Hunter, John McIntyre, James Callin, Wm. 
Jeffrey, George Malcolm, Henry Duncan, James Barton, Samuel 
Rankin, J. A. Bothwell, J. J. Forbes, William Donaldson, F. 
Buckingham, W. H. Fletcher, and William Ireland assist in 
church work. Another officer who appears to be part of the 
institution itself is Mr. Ralph Donaldson (son of an old precentor), 
ie is caretaker, treasurer, and secretary of the, Sabbath school. 

. Joseph’s Roman Catholic is one of four congregations 
sete prior to all others in this county. This parish contains 
over 400 families, 320 of which reside in Stratford; 32 in Downie; 









































490 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


34 in Ellice; 10 in South Easthope, and 7 in North Easthope. 
The first Catholic settlers arrived in 1832, and were John Phelan 
and his five sons, Mrs. Thomas Sergeant, John Stinson, Richard 
O'Donnell, Patrick Cashin, Misses Julia Coffey, Margaret Anglin, 
and Alice Daly. Mass was first celebrated in this county about 
November, 1832, by Rev. Father Dempsey, who came here from 
St. Thomas. On June 4th, 1833, Father Dempsey again visited 
Stratford, celebrating the first two sacraments in Perth County by 
uniting in marriage Richard O’Donnell and Julia Coffey, also 
baptising Edward Stinson, son of John Stinson. During 1835 
another priest visited this new settlement, supposed to be Father 
Downie, of London. In May of that year Richard O'Donnell and 
his wife took their child to Guelph for baptism, accompanied by 

Patrick Cashin and Miss Daly. Miss Daly returned Mrs. Cashin, 

On the roth of November, 1835, Rev. Father J. B. Werreat, of 

Waterloo, visited Stratford, remaining three days, offering up 

good German priest walked 








mass and giving instructions. This 
all the way from Waterloo, carrying his v 
‘ It was late on a stormy November night when he reached Widow 
: Cashin's log hut. The news of his arrival spread like wildfire 
i among the settlers, who came the following morning to give him 
caed mille fuilthea. 

From Stratford he set out on the 14th for Den 
: Irishtown—accompanied by young William Cashin, who volun- 
teered to carry the sacred vestments, continuing his journey to 
Goderich, where he remained two days. On his return to 
Downie’s a great gathering of Catholics was there to greet him, 
and he remained two days. When he arrived at Stratford 
he was worn out with fatigue; being poorly clad he suffered 
intensely from cold. From Stratford, still accompanied by Cashin, 
he went to Woodstock. It was then December, and snow had 
fallen heavily before the poor priest started on his return journey. 
He was almost frozen when he reached Stratford. During this 
whole missionary trip he slept in his own clothes. He continued 
to visit the mission regularly until replaced by Father Gibney in 


1837. 


stments on his back. 





's Downie’s— 
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From 1837 to 1842 Father Gibney had charge of Guelph and 
Stratford. During his administration the first church was erected, 
a frame structure, 4o x 40, which remained for many years un- 
plastered and unfinished. In 1843 confirmation was administered 
for the first time in Stratford by Right Rev. Dr. Power. 

In 1842 Rev. Peter Schneider replaced Father Gibney, and 
continued to visit the mission until 1852, when he was removed to 
Brantford, remaining for two years, and returning again in 1856. 
During his absence Rev. John Ryan and Rev. Robert Kelcher 
looked after the spiritual wants of this fast increasing flock. The 
first resident priest was Rev. P. J. Canney, in 1856, under whose 
administration the church was much enlarged. Father Canney 
continued in charge until replaced by Rev. Peter Francis Crinnon, 
on June 6th, 1858. Father Crinnon remained until he was created 
Bishop of Hamilton, in April, 1874. 

During the administration of this priest the church had been 
again enlarged, and a pastoral residence built at a cost of $1,600. 
The increasing demands of the congregation rendered a larger 
building necessary, and on the 27th day of September, 1867, the 
foundation stone of St. Joseph’s Church was laid by Very Rev. 
J. A. Bruyere, administrator of the Diocese of London. This fine 
building is 156 x 60 feet, with a width of 7o feet at transept, and 
has a seating capacity for nine hundred, the whole costing over 
$30,000. Before the new church was fully completed, Very Rev. 
Dean Crinnon was chosen Bishop of Hamilton, and was conse- 
crated in his new office on the 19th day of April, 1874, Archbishop 
Lynch officiating. 

Since 1874 the church has been under the administration of Rev. 
E. B. Kilroy, D. D., who has done much to further its interests. 
The most enduring monument to the energy and devotion of this 
prelate is the Loretto Convent, founded in 1878 through his 


instrumentality, at a cost of $10,500, over half of which was 
contributed by the kind-hearted Doctor himself, He has been 
active in promoting education among his people, and on all 
occasions is charitable and liberal in his contributions to their 


wants. He is a person of amiable disposition, widely and deeply 
read, a fluent speaker, and a distinguished man. 
29 
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St. James’ Anglican church was founded in 1844 by Rev. 
‘Thomas Hickey. This missionary was sent by Bishop Strachan, 
of Toronto, to gather together the settlers belonging to that 
denomination and form a congregation, Huron was not set apart 
from Toronto as a separate diocese for several years subsequent 
to this Tract being opened up. As Mr. Hickey was first minister, 
he was certainly the greatest ever officiating in St. James’ or any 
other ecclesiastical building in Stratford, his weight being 320 
pounds. Services were held in the Shakespeare hotel and the log 
school house. A few years subsequent to his arrival Mr. Hickey 
was able to erect a small building, which was never completed, 
This church occupied the site of the present St. James’, on the 
corner of St. Michael and St. George streets. Rev. Canon 
Ephraim Patterson was inducted in 1851, and a new brick building 
erected. This church, through imperfect construction, was soon 
replaced by the present one. The ecclesiastical buildings erected 
by this congregation are now extensive, and cost nearly $40,000, 
exclusive of $8,000 which was paid for the organ now used. 
ince organization only three ministers have been in charge—Rev. 
Mr. Hickey, Rev. Canon Patterson, and Rev. David Williams, 
M.A., present incumbent. The first choir in Perth County of 
sted in this congregation. It was 























which we have any notice ass 
composed of the Lee family, Miss Mary Woods, Messrs. Robert 
McFarlane, A. Haines, and S. R, Hesson. A Mr. Wilson played 
the flute, accompanied by Mr, Hesson on a big horn and another 
performer with a clarionet. It is said that when this trio had 
risen, “cresendo style,” in their finest symphonies to the most 
sublime point of excellence, so terrible was their molody that the 
wild fowl on Victoria Lake took flight in dismay, never resting 
their weary wings till a secluded spot was reached far away in the 





ice swamp. 

The Home Memorial church, also Episcopalian, was founded in 
1877 by Rev. J. P. Curran. A building erected first as a Sabbath 
school was extended and otherwise improved, rendering it suitable 
for a place of worship. Rev. David Deacon, present incumbent, 
was inducted in 1882, About 80 families are in connection. A 
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Sabbath school is also conducted by Mr. Charles Davis, having an 
attendance of 90 pupils. Church buildings of this congregation 
are not pretentious, but comfortable, and cost about $2,000. 

The Congregational church was founded in 1862 by Rev. Mr. 
Durant. From a small beginning this congregation has been 
quite successful, having now a membership of 70, with about 150 
adherents. A neat church building has been erected at a cost of 
$12,000, a large portion of which was donated by one of its mem- 
bers. A Sabbath school is also conducted, having an attendance 
of 70 pupils, with Mr. Louis Moir as superintendent. This con- 
gregation is now in charge of Rev. G. A. Mackenzie. 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran church, ‘Missouri Synod,” was 
organized in 1859 by Rev. Mr. Hengerer, and was composed of 
18 families. A small frame church was erected in 1863. Progress 

church has been steady since its inception, and a new brick 

has been constructed at a cost of $3,000. There are 

now in connection with this church about 66 members, together 

with adherents numbering 350 souls. Rev. J. C. Spilman is 

pastor, and conducts a Sabbath school, having an attendance 
of 70 pupil 

‘The Central Methodist church is an old ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion in Stratford, Rev. M. Dignam being its first minister; and 
its principal promoters William Rooney, James Rust, and J. W. 
Mills. Fifty years ago Rev. John Wakefield, D.D., now of Pari 


preached his first sermon to a few worshippers in this old church, 


and in June, 1902, was privileged to give his jubilee discourse to 
what is now a large and wealthy congregation, A short period 
subsequent to organization in 1845 a frame building was erected 
where the present edifice now stands. Service was held in this 
structure until 1870, when a portion of the present building w 

constructed, and which was again enlarged in 1874. This is now 
a large brick edifice, costing over $15,000, and, although modest 
in architectural design, is quite modern in its appointments, afford- 
ing comfortable accommodation to the hundreds of worshippers 
who assemble on Sabbath days within its walls. From a mem- 
bership at its inception of 12 a marvellous increase has taken 
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place, there being now over 500. A Sabbath school is also con- 
ducted, Mr. Henry Walton, as superintendent, having over 4oo 
pupils on the roll, and an average of nearly 300 in weekly attend- 
ance. Rey. E. N. Baker, M.A., B.D., is pastor. 

The Centennial church of the Evangelical Association is a 
modern organization, service being first held in a brick cottage in 
1888, Its principal promoters were Henry Ender, Robert Heide~ 
man, and Peter Dierlamm, Only eight members composed the 
first congregation. In this church there has been marked pro- 
gress, it having now a membership of 220. In 1900 a very fine 
brick edifice was erected at a cost of nearly $11,000, During 
1888 a Sabbath school was also organized, with an attendance of 
12 pupils, now increased to about 300, with Mr. A. Knechtel as 
superintendent, Present minister is Rev. W. A. Hehn. 

‘The Baptist church was organized in 1859, and meetings held in 
a log house on Cobourg street and the police office. Its principal 
promoters were T. J. Birtch, D. Davis, and Thomas Campbell. 
Rev. R. McLelland was first minister. At this period it had a 
membership of 14, now increased to over 300. During 1860 a 
frame church was erected, where service was held till 1889, when 
the present brick edifice was built at a cost of about $12,000. A 
Sabbath school was organized about 1865, with a few pupils, now 
increased to about 140, under the superintendence of Mr. George 
McLagan. Rev. W. J. McKay, B.A., B.D., is pastor, under whose 
ministrations steady progress is being made. 

Waterloo street Methodist congregation is comparatively an 
old one, being organized in 1854. Beyond that of Wm. Osborne, 
I have been unable to obtain information regarding names of i 
promoters. About 1857 a frame church was built, where servi 


























was held till 1880, when the present brick building was con- 
structed at a cost of about $6,000. When this congregation was 
organized it was composed of 50 members, now increased to 280. 
‘A Sabbath school was also opened in 1857, which has steadily 
increased in numbers, till it has now an average attendance of 
150 pupils, with Mr. C. Carter as superintendent. Pastor in 1902 
was Rev. Mr. Going. 
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Medical practitioners in Stratford now are Drs. J. A. Corcoran, 

J. M. Dunsmore, J. A. Devlin, George Deacon, D. B. Fraser, 

+, (Miss) Daisy Macklin, J. D. Monteith, J. A. 

Robertson, W. N. Robertson, J. P. Rankin, and W. G. Walker. 

Dentists.—Drs. A. E. Ahrens, J. A. Bothwell, E. H. Eidt, W. R. 

Hamilton, and A. A. Mackenzie. Veterinary surgeons—J. W. Orr 
and Wm. Steele. 

The legal profession embraces the firms of Idington & Robert- 
son, Mabee & Makins, McPherson & Davidson, Smith & Steele, 
Woods & Coughlin, G. W. Lawrence & Son, R. T. Harding, 
A. M. Panton, and A. H. Monteith. 

The executive officers of Stratford from incorporation as a town 
in 1854 are as follow: 

1854-5, W. J. McCulloch; 1856-8, A. B. Orr. 

Mayors. —During 1859 Stratford was created a town, electing a 
mayor as chief magistrate, T. M. Daly first occupying that position. 
1860-2, W. F. McCulloch; 1863-7, P. R. Jarvis; 1868, J. A. 
Carrall; 1869-70, T. M. Daly; 1871-2, John A. McCulloch; 1873-4, 
Thomas Stoney; 1875, Samuel R. Hesson; 1876-8, T. M. Daly; 
1879, Alex. Grant; 1880-1, A. W. Robb; 1882, David Scrimgeour; 
1883, Wm. Roberts; 1884-5, William Gordon; 1886-7 C. J. Mac- 
gregor; 1888-9, H. T. Butler; 1890-1, John Brown; 1892, Elijah 
Hodgins; 1893-4, John C. Monteith; 1895-6, William Davidson; 
1897-8, John O’Donohue; 1899-1900, James Hodd; 1901-2, James 
Stamp. 

Clerks.—1854, Stewart Campbell; 1855-6, S. L. Robarts; 1857-9, 
Alexander Leitch; 1860-2, John Hamilton; 1863-5, Henry Sewell, 
sr.; 1866-82, Henry Sewell, jr.; 1883-1902, Robert R. Lang. 

Treasurers. —1854, Adam Seegmiller; 1855-65, Alexander Mc- 
Gregor ; 1866-95, George W. Lawrence ; 1896-1902, William 
Lawrence. 

Assessors. —1854, James Woods, Charles Vivian, Peter Fergu- 
son; 1855-6, Robert Keays, Alexander Scrimgeour; 1857, John A. 
Scott, Alex, Scrimgeour; 1858, P. Fergusen, Robert Monteith; 
1859, R. Monteith; 1860-1, William Hynes ; 1862-5, William 
Easson; 1866-9, D. T. Bailey; 1870, Joseph Johns; 1871, James 









































| 








496 HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


Bennoch; 1872-86, D. T. Bailey; 1887, P. R. Jarvis, D. McPher- 
son; 1888, James Sharman; 1889, W. S. Bolger; 1890-1902, Jas. 
Sharman. 

Collectors. —1854, Robert Johnson; 1855-6, R. Keays; 1857-61, 
William Downie; 1862-4, Robert Service; 1865-78, Joseph Johns; 
1879-80, Thomas Stoney; 1881-95, J. Johns; 1896-1902, David 
Scrimgeour. 

Auditors. —1854, Peter Reid, S. L. Robarts; 1855-6, Robert 
Williams, Mr. Mickle; 1857, R. M. Hay, John M. Robb; 1858, 
Jas. Orr, Jas. Redford; 1859, Peter Watson, P. R. 
William Powell, Wm. D. Harrison; 1861, R. S. Service, Henry 
Sewell; 1862, R. S. Service, W. D. Harrison; 1863, John Watson, 
Wm. Whitley; 1864, C. A. Crawford, Thomas Clark; 1865, Thos. 
Clark, R. H. Nielson; 1866, Thes. Clark, Edwin Dent; ee John 




















vis; 1860, 




















D. Hanson, Henry Imlach; 1868, Thos. Clark, John A. Scott; 
1869, Thos. Clark, E. Dent; 1870, Thos. Maddocks, C. J. Mac- 
gregor; 1871, Thos. Clark, Jas. O’Loane; 1872, Alexander Caven, 





Thos. Clark; 1873, Thos. Clark, John A. Scott; 1 Thos. 
Clark, F. A. Marshall; 1876-8, Thos. Clark, J. A. Scott; 1879-80, 
J. A. Scott, Alfred Burnham; 1881, David Scott, A. Burnham; 
1882-3, D. Scott, W. H. Burnham; 1884-95, W. H. Burnham, 
G. G. Ewart; 1896, P. R. Jarvis, G. G. Ewart; 1897-1902, H. W. 









Copus, G. G. Ewart. 















































Srratrorp Crry Hart. 








CHAPTER XXVII. 
SKETCHES. 


We rejoice in these sketches of our pioneers to place before the 
eader of to-day and those of a far distant future a portrayal of 
those characters who have left so great an impress on this 
county. To the present they may be entertaining, to posterity 
instructive. Imbued they were with a bold and robust indi- 
viduality, typical of a large class of our early settlers. The work 
accomplished by these old veterans requires no special pleading to 
render their lives a subject of such import as to demand the 
exercise of literary merit far beyond the humble effort of at least 
one who has essayed the task of placing them on record. The 
lowly circumstances in which they were placed, to struggle with 
penury alone, far from home and friends, in a constant endeavour 
to attain success through honest and steady perseverance, never 
losing sight of true manhood, never without an aim and a deter- 








mination to attain it, surely adds lustre to pioneer life. On these 
qualities true greatness must ever rest, and are worthy of emula- 
tion by every youth entering on his career to play a part in the 
great drama of life. 


During 1828 the Canada Co. were completing arrangements in 
London for opening up that great wilderness in Upper Canada 
where men in future years would found a new home for them- 
selves. In January of that year was born in Broughty Ferry, a 
suburb of Dundee, Scotland, one who was destined to play an 
important part in that yet unknown land, 

Davip Davipson Hay was the eldest son of Robert Hay, and 
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descended from an Inverness-shire family, his mother being a 
native of Forfarshire. He was educated at the parochial schools, 
chiefly in the English branches, a dash of mathematics being 
thrown in, and well ballasted with the shorter catechism. In 1845 
he came to Montreal, remaining for some time, engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits. Removing to Upper Canada, he became an 
employee of Senator Simpson, at Bowmanville, where he remained 
for a short time. During 1851 he went to Simcoe County, and 
entered into business at Cherry Creek and Lefroy, being quite 
successful in his operations. 

It was not till 1855, however, that he reached the crucial period 
‘of his life. While on a visit to relatives in Wallace he purchased 
site where Listowel now stands. 











three acres of land as a saw mi 
During 1856, therefore, along with his father and other members 
of the family, he removed to this county, and erected a saw and 
grist mill. Although surrounded by a fertile country, it was yet 
but sparsely settled, and a paucity of business rendered this 
venture for a time not very successful. Pioneer commercial life 
was attended with as great difficulties as those inseparable to 
clearing a farm, although, perhaps, not quite so laborious. Lis- 
towel, at this period, had only one leading road, extending along 
the townline of Wallace and Elma towards Berlin, a distance of 
35 miles. To make a round trip over this highway required one 
week. In 1856 when Mr. Hay moved his family from Glenallen, 
a distance of 15 miles, to Listowel, two days were spent struggling 
over crossways and through mud holes. Postal facilities were 
semi-weekly, and an old horse possessed by the mail carrier was 
impressed into moving the ‘‘flittin’.” As the procession toiled 
on through holes and over crossways, it came to a sudden halt in 
the centre of a mud trap so great and of such vast depth as to defy 
human calculations, The old equine was unable to proceed, and 
from his soft resting place, still anchored to the ‘flittin’,” looked 
to the shore beseechingly for aid. The doughty proprietor, seeing 
the dangerous situation of his goods, was forced to strip off his 
lower garments, in defiance of his innate modesty, plunge into the 
mud bath, extricate the old horse’s foot from an elm root, where 
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it had become fast, and so allow the ‘flittin’” to move on. 
Episodes of this kind were of frequent occurrence, and Mr. Hay 
says—‘‘The machinery for our mill was hauled in trom Berlin, the 
boiler being one week in making 35 miles, with a squad of men 
and teams, costing $100, and, although we had several upsets no 
one was badly hurt.” Mr. Hay subsequently assumed manage- 
ment of the grist mill, and under his energetic manipulation 
the gloomy prospects at its inception soon eventuated in success. 
This enabled him not only to extend his business in other lines, 
but to increase the capacity of his mill by adding new and im- 
proved machinery, it becoming an important factor in promoting 
prosperity in this new hamlet. 

In 1858 came an important period in this man’s life. So far he 
had not found a resting place for his feet in any of those vocations 
in which he was engaged. From a sense of duty he stood in his 
store selling needles and pins, or in his mill weighing out grists to 
backwoodsmen. He now aspired to that God-given function of 
being a leader of men. This he attained, and how well he has 
done his duty there is no lack of testimony in the old records of 
this county. In 1858 he was elected to the council in Elma, but 
resigned. During 1859 he was employed to purchase and distri- 
bute seed amongst the settlers. He was again chosen reeve in 
1860, holding that position until a separation between Listowel 
and Elma for municipal purposes was effected. Subsequent to 
this event he was chosen reeve of. Listowel, holding that position 
for a number of years. 

During 1858 he succeeded in carrying out his first great work. 
It was made a provision in the Act of Settlement that of all lands 
sold in Elma and Wallace a certain proportion of the funds received 
should be returned by government to be expended in improvement 
of highways. This grant was further made subject to Orders-in- 
Council; but so far had not been carried out. Several petitions 
had been presented to government, but were unsuccessful. Mr. 
Hay, therefore, organized a committee to interview the authorities 
and press their claims for adjustment. This interview resulted in 


some nice expressions from the Minister of Crown Lands, and the 
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kindly advice that they should return home, where they would be 
communicated with, The deputation returned crest-fallen, but 
not so Mr. Hay. He remained, and so persistently applied his 
arguments in favour of immediate adjustment, that he returned 
with a full settlement of his demands. From this period until 
1867 this fund was promptly paid, and by its judicious distribution 
soon became apparent an improvement in roads. Subsequent to 





that year, however, payments were again allowed to lapse, but 
under Mr. Blake’s government in Ontario, chiefly through Mr. 
Robert Cleland’s efforts (who was then reeve of Elma), were 
again restored. 

From the time when he first be 
council a very brief period elapsed before he stood in the front 
rank of its most p: I members. He was for 
years chairman of its most important comr 
subjects of vital interest were under consideration preparatory to 
equitable adjustment. Some of his reports on record during those 
years are characterized by great breadth of view and intelligent 
grasp of detail. He was chairman for years of the committee on 
county indebtedness, then an important and grave question; chair- 


me a member of the county 





minent and influen 








ees, at a time when 








man of the house of refuge committee, and reported on toll gate 
abolition. This latter is an exhaustive paper, and was adopted, 
without altering a single word, sounding the death-kneli of a 





contemptible impost on a free people. 

In promoting gravel road extension he was without doubt 
the moving power, and the northern townships in this county are 
under great obligations to him for his persistent efforts in their 
behalf. His contention was that this county had expended large 
sums in aid of railroads, gravel roads, and other improvements in 

a 





the south, while not one dollar had been laid out for any purpose 


the north, but to which the latter were now compelled to contribute 
large sums in their liquidation, those obligations still amounting 
to over $280,000. This was undoubtedly true, and as unjust as 
it was true. There is no part of this man’s career where his 
character and his work stands more clearly revealed than in that 
long, and for a time hopeless, struggle he maintained for the rights 
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of his constituents. From reports we have seen in our public 
records he had relinquished all hope of redress, and on more than 
one occasion had formulated schemes of relief in other directions. 
Although he was baffled often, he was never subdued, returning 
again and again to the battle with a bold front and renewed 
energy, till the justice of his claims was recognised and partially, 
at least, satisfied, thereby leading to a unification in this county 
which at no former period ever existed. 

Previous to constructing the Northern Gravel road, access to 
markets on our main lines of railway from the northern town- 
ships could hardly be said to exist. It is difficult to understand, 
even at this later day, how the county council should have shown 
such utter disregard of those claims well established by northern 
public men as to abandon, in an incomplete condition, some of 
their roads after large obligations had been incurred. During 
1863 a by-law was passed by the county council, on a close 
majority of one, granting $19,000 for gravel road construction. 
This by-law, on appeal, was quashed, and the main road leading 
from Mitchell to Listowel, on which Logan spent altogether 
nearly $100,000, completed only to Newry, was abandoned. Mr. 
Hay, fully realizing the importance of this great work to Listowel 
and the back municipalities, advanced $4,500 of his own private 
funds, completing construction to Listowel. Wallace also con- 
tributed a large sum, and this road was extended to Palmerston. 
It is gratifying to know that the county council adopted a more 
liberal policy subsequently, and Mr. Hay was recouped for his 
outlay. 

In 1870 and 1871 he was the moving spirit in securing the 
southern extension of the W., G. & B. railroad by way of Listowel. 
At an interview with the directors and officials of the G. W. 
railroad the claims of Wroxeter and Harriston were urged by 
their delegations. Mr. Hay was able to keep Listowel to the 
front, and received private assurance before his return that Lis- 
towel would get the road. He subsequently rendered effective 
service in carrying bonuses for constructing the new work. He 
was also appointed to interview Sir Thomas Dakin, president of 
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the G. W. R., and, with Col. McGivern, consulted Sandfield Mac- 
donald for government aid. In 1867 he contested North Perth, 
but was defeated by the late Andrew Monteith. During 1873 he 
was employed by government as special immigration agent to Great 
i and circulating 





Britain, and was engaged for a time in revi 
immigration literature. He also lectured in Scotland on the 
advantages of Ontario, and its resources as a desirable place for 
the emigrant, He also had charge of immigrant parties to Quebec, 
and thence to their destination in this province. This work was 
not congenial to his taste, however; the routine of official life was 
but ill suited to a restless mind, which found pleasure only in 
activity. He, therefore, resigned his position, much against the 
wishes of the Government, and in 1874 was returned for the North 
Riding, defeating the late Mr. T. M. Daly. At the next contest 
he was again elected, defeating Mr. John McDermott, of Wallace, 
but was defeated in 1882. In a short time he was again employed 
by the Government, lecturing in Scotland, and endeavouring to 
secure immigrants of the tenant farmer class. 

During 1873 a by-law was passed by the county council of 
Perth granting $80,000 to aid in the construction of a railway 
from Stratford to Lake Huron, 

At the request of the Stratford Board of Trade Mr. Hay took 
it charge of the railway delegation and the canvass for this by-law 
in the county, and, as the result in a large measure of his clever 
s advantages, the by-law 














j advocacy of the railway question and 





was carried by a good majority. 
During 1876 the road was being extended to Wiarton. Local 
laws in aid of this extension were submitted in Perth and 





by. 
northward along the line to Wi 
half a million dollars ($550,000), and successfully carried. 

In conjunction with Colonel Tisdale, president, and Mr. S. S. 
Fuller, vice-president of the road, Mr. Hay spent months in the 
promotion and passing of those by-laws, and it goes without 
important assistance in the di 





ton, amounting in all to over 








saying that he rendered vitally 
cussion and advocacy of the scheme. Col. Tisdale is in evidence 
anent the value of his services in his own County of Perth, which 
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will apply with about equal force to those services along the line 
to Wiarton. 

In Parliament Mr. Hay rendered invaluable aid in securing 
Government assistance for the road. He was chairman of a 
delegation numbering some 450 members, representing munici- 
palities on the line and others interested in its construction. Such 
a delegation had never before or since waited on any government. 
Their application for aid was granted without delay, the road 
shortly thereafter being built and in operation to Wiarton. Mr. 
Peter Watson, of Stratford, secretary of the company, did excellent 
service in the successful submission by the local councils of the 
bonus by-laws, which was accomplished without a single hitch 
along the whole line. 

Before dismissing this important part of the subject I may be 
permitted to insert an extract from a letter in my possession from 
Col. Tisdale, late president of the company, as a mark of appre- 
ciation of Mr. Hay’s services:—‘I hardly know how to put in 
short space an account of the services you rendered to the County 
of Perth in connection with the construction of the railways. I 
can only say that, in my opinion, without your assistance 1 am 
quite sure the municipal bonuses in the County of Perth could 
never have been carried. Your intimate knowledge, able and 
persuasive way of putting the benefits which the railway would 
confer upon the locality were most effective in satisfying the 
people, and contributed more than any other factor 1 know of in 
convincing them it was to their interest to contribute the large 
sums they voted to the scheme. Your unselfishness, not only in 
reference to your personal position, but even when, as it did at 
times, endanger your political position, I have not seen equalled. 
Without personal interest, without any desire of personal profit, 
without compensation, and with a regard only to local and public 
benefit by the completion of the project, you devoted weeks and 
months of your time, and submitted to personal exertion, display- 
ing an amount of knowledge and ability in connection with the 
subject to which any words of mine can hardly give to others the 
full appreciation your actions deserve, and of the great assistance 
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you rendered. I think it, therefore, but small justice to your 
unselfish efforts to say that no single man did more than yourself 
to achieve success, and without your assistance I doubt if the 
work could have been accomplished.” 

During his second term in the Legislature he had the honour of 
moving the address in reply to the speech from the Throne, and 
being an effective and convincing platform speaker, his services 
were always in demand by the party with which he was associated. 

Mr. Hay was brought up as a Presbyterian, but as the outcome 
of “careful study of divine truth, he embraced the doctrine of a 
conditional immortality and an abiding faith in the pre-millennial 
advent of Christ,” which doctrine he still retains. In 1851 he 
married Jane Rogerson, of Innisfil, in the County of Simcoe. The 
issue of this union was five sons and four daughters, all of whom 
survive except two. Mrs. Hay died some years ago, and Mr. Hay 
is now in feeble health, wandering among the foot hills of life alone. 

Mr. Hay is a man of high poetic temperament, strong convic- 
tions, firm moral principles, conscientious, and truthful. If he 
accomplished much for the people whom he represented, it was 
done by no other method than constant honest toil. Nature 
designed him for literary rather than commercial pursuits. His 








numerous reports in the public records all indicate a literary mind. 
On more than one occasion in these reports he has sacrificed 
strength and.vigour of expression to a pleasing and well-rounded 
sentence. He was a man of broad public spirit, and would make, 
and did make, great sacrifices in the interest of the people with- 
out hope of pecuniary reward. To the sordid and mean his con- 
duct was often inexplicable, but to those who understood him his 
actions on all occasions arose from a desire to advance the 
material interest of those whom he was chosen to serve. He was 
‘a good public speaker, not eloquent, but clear and convincing. 
‘The history of this man’s life is inseparable from the early history 
of a large portion of the County of Perth. 

















Samvet Roun Hesson, an old pioneer of the County of Perth, 


was born in the parish of Kilray, Co. Antrim, Ireland, Sept. 25th, 
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1829. The family, with the idea of bettering their circumstances, 

came to America in 1831. After a long, tedious voyage, they 
reached Ogdensburg, remaining there about a year. The system 
of government obtaining in the U. S. was not in accord with the 
pre-conceived ideas of the elder Mr. Hesson, and a return was 
made to the British flag, in the territory north of the St. Law- 
rence. Arriving in Canada in 1832, they rented a farm between 
Hamilton and Dundas with the idea of making agriculture their 
vocation. A great misfortune overtook this immigrant family in 
the death of the father. In a strange country, without friends, 
with no great store of this world’s goods, this was a sad calamity, 
indeed. Renting a farm was now an impossibility, and the 
widowed mother retired to Dundas with her seven children, of 
whom the subject of this sketch was the youngest. Mr. Hesson’s 
earliest recollections of school days (a period in young life when 
many happy recollections are stored up) was walking two and 
achalf miles to a log school on the Hamilton road. His first 
recollection of trying to read was the motto on an old square sign 
swinging in front of a quaint, old-fashioned country inn. Im- 
pressions made in youth are lasting, and the motto on this old 
sign-board has been ever since remembered. It was a strange 
mixture of doggerel, poor rhythm, and, perhaps, truth, embodying 
the conditions for the entertainment of such guests as chose to 
honour mine host with their patronage, as follows, “The travel- 
ler’s friend, the extortioner’s foe; try me to-day, to-morrow you'll 
know. Peter Bamberger.” Whether the bill of fare set up by 
the philosophic Peter was in accord with his announcement on the 
ign-board, or whether he conducted his advertising business on 
the principle that it is best to be impressive, even if it requires a 
little exaggeration, history sayeth not. 

At the Dundas grammar school, under Dr. McMahon, Mr. 
Hesson received the little education he ever obtained. This was 
long before the period of free schools in Canada, and poor as the 
family was, they had to contribute $2.50 per quarter towards the 
salar of they teacher, or remain without education, During the 
short period he attended this seminary, he formed an acquaintance 
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with another lad whose representations of the Huron Tract pro- 
duced an impression on young Hesson which determined his 
future course of life. This lad was T. M. Daly, who came from 
Stratford to attend school that year. This acquaintance formed 
on that occasion was afterwards the friendship of a lifetime. 

In 1843, therefore, the family came to Stratford on the qth da 
of June. Mr. Hesson says:—‘We left Dundas for the same 
reason we left old Ireland, because we were poor, like most of the 
early settlers.” Ah! yes; like most of the early settlers. What a 
glorious thing for Canada that in old Ireland and other far off 
lands people were poor. And what of those early settlers who 
left their old homes because they were poor? It was a glorious 
thing for them that there was a Canada, where they could bring 
their poverity. Aye, and their British spirit, and their energy, and 
their thrift, and their determination that the day would come 
when Canada would bring her best gifts to those deserving poor. 
and lay them like golden crowns at their feet. In the eternal 
fitness of things so it has been, and Canada, with the County of 
Perth, rejoices to-day that many left their old homes and came to 
her fertile shades in the olden time because they were poor. But 
this young fellow, if he was poor, was full of muscle and 
ambition, anxious to work, and he says, ‘I got plenty of it.” 
What more does a poor man need; if he has muscle, ambition, 
and plenty of work, he is equipped like a giant, and the odds are 
all in his favour that at the end of the contest he comes under the 
wire far ahead of those who entered the race of life with what is 
considered superior advantages. 

Having reached the Huron Tract, the family settled in the Gore 
of Downie, near No. 4 school house, where ample opportunity 
soon afforded him to exercise all the muscle and ambition 
h he says he was possessed. There was chopping 
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and logging to be done; there was cordwood to cut, thereby 
enabling him to earn a little money to carry home to his mother. 
Near where the city hall now stands he chopped cordwood, walk- 
ing four miles each way to his home, carrying a cold dinner, 
which he ate from the top of a maple stump, which, by the way, 
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is an excellent substitute for a table. When the cordwood sold 
at Mr. Daly's ashery, which occupied the site of the present 
Albert Theatre, or J. P. Vivian's brewery, for 87% cents per cord, 
the profit to this axe man was not great. Wood in the old 
virgin bush was easy to chop, and he was able to cut three cords 
per day, for which he was paid 31 cents, a small recompense 
surely for so much severe labour, but that was the period of 
small things in every department, except that of work. Even 
then his feelings were well expressed by the line from Burns— 
‘Who was contented wi’ little, and thankfu’ for mair.” 

In 1847 he assisted at the erection of the log school house in 
No. 4, or McEwan’s school, and in which he became teacher for 
aterm of three years. Teaching in those ‘brave old days” was 
not a remunerative employment, his salary being $10 per month; 
he had also to collect a rate bill of 20 cents from each pupil per 
month. Of course he had the privilege of boarding * round” 
amongst the pupils, an opportunity of which he did not avail him- 
self, his spare hours being valuable and his home near the school. 
The School Act of 1841 made provision for the examination of 
teachers, and he made the journey on foot to Goderich, passing 
through the ordeal before the superintendent of schools for the 
United Counties, He succeeded in obtaining a certificate, how- 
ever, and came home rejoicing, with the coveted document snugly 
tucked away in his inside pocket. This was in 1847, and it took 
four days on the trip. 

Finding teaching and bush-whacking too slow, he bade adieu 
to the shanty and came to Stratford in search of employment. 
This he found with U. C. Lee, then a prominent merchant, thus 
taking up the business which proved to be that of his life. Mr. 
R. H. Lee also came to Stratford, entering into mercantile pur- 
suits, Mr. Hesson being engaged in the management of the con- 
cern till 1856, Mr. Sebring, the founder of the village a short 
distance west, feeling his health failing, Mr. Hesson entered into 
negotiations for his stock-in-trade, which were finally concluded 
by his becoming proprietor of that portion of the Sebring estate. 
The year 1856 was one of importance to him; he had launched his 
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barque into the stream of life for the first time with himself as 
pilot, and time alone would determine whether he had sufficient 
skill as a navigator to keep away from the rocks and shoals on 
which so many trim sails are dashed to pieces and lost. During 
this year he was appointed postmaster in Sebringville, and was 
also made a justice of the peace for the county. He continued to 
conduct this business for ten years with success. In 1854 he 
married Miss Margaret Jane Polley, and soon had a family grow- 
ing up around him, and being desirous of securing for them a 
good education, he sold out his property in Sebringville, removing 
to Stratford, Here he again entered into business, which he 
continued to manage with success for over a quarter of a century, 
when he retired on a competency from active life to enjoy a well- 
earned repose. 

During all the years he was actively engaged in his calling he 
did not disregard his obligations of citizenship, in discharging 
those public functions which all good men owe to their fellows. 
When asked to come forward and contribute of his knowledge 
and experience for the public good he was found at his post. He 
served the city as councillor for some years, and as mayor in 1876, 
On this occasion he was elected by acclamation. He was school 
trustee for some years, and chairman of the building committee in 
1878, resigning that position to contest the north riding of Perth 
for the House of Commons. At this election he defeated Mr. 
James Fisher. In 1882 he was again elected, defeating Mr. 
Robert Jones, of Logan, and was again elected in 1886 over Dr. 
Johnston, of Millbank. In the next contest he was defeated by 
Mr. James Grieve, of Mornington. The withdrawal of confidence 
by the electorate on this occasion arose entirely from his devotion 
to Sir John A. Macdonald in supporting a certain measure which 
was considered inimical to the principles of a number of his 























supporters. 

Mr. Hesson was chosen chairman of the Trust Board under 
whose control were the funds for constructing the Georgian Bay 
& Lake Erie Railway. He has been a director of the Gas & 
Electric Light Co. since 1875, and president for the past three 
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years ; was appointed first license inspector when Stratford was 
incorporated, and gave the first license to the Old Albion hotel on 
Ontario street, then considered to be the acme in hotel construc- 
tion and in the magnificence of its appointments. 

Away back in the ‘forties he was scrutineer for the Hon, Mr. 
Cayley in the Cayley-Cameron election for the United Counties, 
before Perth had a separate existence. In those brave old days 
the polls were kept open for two days, and the qualification of a 
voter was a free deed, There was one polling place in Ellice, and 
only one vote for poor Cayley, who was a Conservative. This 
was polled by an English Tory named Pinder, who was, like the 
“Last rose of Summer,” apparently ‘blooming alone,” and 
“wasting his sweetness on the desert air.” Mr. Cameron w: 














elected. 

Mr. Hesson was president for a period of five years of the first 
brass band (organized in Stratford in 1851), and doubtless marched 
off with the boys behind the drum major, who with his baton led 
the way in all the excruciating dignity of a half-pay officer or a 
town beadle, girt with the parish sword. 

During the agitation in the matter of good roads, over 50 years 








ago, he took an active part, and travelled over eight miles to the 
school-house north of Shakespeare to record his first vote in 
favour of so excellent a movement. 

This old pioneer, who cut cordwood on the principal square of 
the city of Stratford, is still a youthful-looking and robust man. 
He saw the city when it was yet a hamlet, and the surrounding 
country a wilderness. He saw it pass through the several stages 
to its present importance, and contributed his personal efforts to 





its commercial success. He sat in the high places, amongst her 
great men, Alone and without other aid this cordwood-chopper 
became a counsellor in the great council of the nation. What 
were the weapons with which this battle was fought—that 
gained power and horiour and prestige? Nothing but honesty of 
purpose, a high ideal of personal worth and integrity, and an 
ever-present feeling that he who fights on honourable and just 
principles will eventually win, So it always has been; so it will 



























































giz HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF PERTH 


always be. Mr. Hesson’s life, like others of the grand men of 
this county, ought to be an object-lesson to our youths who are 
preparing themselves to climb the hill ‘*Difficulty” to honour and 
fame, To those without wealth, family connections, or influence, 
I say think of this wood-chopper and others of the old pioneers, 
and remember that though you are not equipped for the race with 
money or a great education, those are not the pearls without price 
—they are only the settings, and not the gems. Let the goal you 
intend to reach be a high one, and if you never reach it (because 
few men ever attain their highest aspirations), you will at least 
by constant work ascend part of the way, your own manhood will 
be strengthened, and the world be the better of your efforts. 

In conclusion, permit me to say that the life of this man is well 
worthy of emulation. It is a life of action, and of honest effort, 
directed and sustained by a consciousness of moral rectitude, 
which has brought its own reward in a self-approving conscience 
and a competency for a quiet rest in the gloaming hours which 
make up the term of our increasing years. 











Wruiam Davipsoy.—The life of this pioneer, in the number 
and variety of the offices he has been called upon to fill, presents 
a somewhat multifarious aspect when we consider the qualifica- 
tions necessary to a proper discharge of the varied obligations of 
those pursuits in which he has been engaged. Like many others 
of our great men who have accomplished much, he did not take up 
his first occupation either from a desire for it or natural adapta- 
bility to discharge its functions. He became a bushman, because 
he believed in the principle of doing whatever was nearest him to 
do. It was characteristic of him that whatever he undertook to 
do he did well. To this excellent feature he owes largely his 
success. With him there was no slipshod work, no dallying with 


1g to others or to chance what it was 














important trusts, no leavi 


his duty to perform. This thoroughness and honesty of purpose 
where it exists to that degree as in Mr. Davidson is fortune 
enough for any man. He who waits for chances and opportuni- 
ties to show his powers will never be likely to find them. The 
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men, therefore, who brave all circumstances and press manfully 
forward will find opportuities near their pathways in every direc 
tion, In this company he had a prominent place. A want of high 
education made him careful in his calculations, and so he became 
exact. An honest desire to overcome and advance his worldly 
circumstances gave strength to his character, and men will always 
lean on an oak rather than a willow. ‘These qualities are eminently 
distinguished in this man, and to them, and not to external 
influences, he owes his position. 

Mr. William Davidson, present county clerk, was born in 
Monaghan, Ireland, in September, 1833. His education was 
such as could then be obtained in that country, which, he says, 
comprised the three Rs., and doubtless a fourth branch might be 
added—a close acquaintance with the “tawse.” In this depart- 
ment of our old country system at that period a close companion- 
ship with this pedagogic appliance was considered a very effective 
means of communicating information. Of course a young aspirant 
after knowledge was not consulted regarding this part of his 
tuition, and frequent admonitions, even by the subject of this 
sketch, were not likely undeserved. In this seminary Master 
Keenan was all powerful, for good or evil. The seats were pieces 
of rock, and writing desks were simply a piece of board laid 
across the pupil’s arm. Of these educational advantages he 
availed himself only for one year. 

In 1845 his father, the late Abraham Davidson, emigrated to 
Canada, accompanied by his wife and six children, of whom 
William was second oldest. After a long voyage of nearly seven 
weeks they arrived in Toronto on June gth. His father at once 
came on to Fullarton, settling on lot 14, concession 7, then a 
wilderness. Young Davidson remained in Toronto township with 
his uncle, who was engaged in teaching. They kept bachelors’ 
hall, William the younger being cook. Here, for about twelve 
months, he resumed his acquaintance with his books, not much 
progress being made, his culinary duties no doubt being of so 
varied and interesting a character as to prevent a great acqui 
of book learning. During 1846, in his thirteenth year, he rejoined 
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his father’s family in Fullarton, walking from Toronto township 
on foot and driving two cattle, his journey occupying five days, 
On his arrival, along with his brother, he entered on the laborious 
task of clearing land. The woods were soon removed from the 





homestead, when contracts were effected to clear land for others. 

In 1857 he married Elizabeth Cole, of Fullarton, and was now 
on the very threshold of that career in which he has so much dis- 
tinguished himself. In 1859, at the age of 26, he was appointed 
township clerk, His subsequent municipal life in every depart- 
ment goes to prove that the choice made on that occasion was 
most advantageous, not only to Fullarton, but to Perth County. 
His thoroughness and adaptability for this work led to his appoint- 
ment as treasurer in 1860. He continued in office as clerk for 





nine years, when he resigned and was elected reeve. This position 
he held for eleven years, or until 1878, Meantime he became 
recognised as an authority on municipal law, which reputation he 
still retains in an increased degree. In the legislation affecting 
municipalities from the Act of 1850 onward, through every depart- 
ment, it is doubtful if any other officer in this county has a more 
extended or correct knowledge of the principles underlying that 
enactment. 

For a number of years previous to 1878, when he resigned the 
office of reeve to become county clerk, his worth as a public man 
was recognised in the South Riding. Ata convention of the Con- 
servative party, to whose platform he adhered, he was in 1870 
nominated as their standard-bearer for the Legislative Assembly. 
This honour for private reasons he declined, considering the proper 
discharge of his legislative functions, if elected, would interfere 
with those important trusts the people in Fullarton had confided 
to his judgment and ability. In 1860 he built a store in Carling- 
ford, and, in conjunction with his farm, carried on a mercantile 














business such as suited the requirements of a country village. He 
was also postmaster in this little hamlet, continuing to hold that 
position until his removal to Mitchell in 1877. From the multi 
farious duties arising from his own private business on the farm, 
in the store, and the post office, with his other public employ- 
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ments, Mr. Davidson at this time was a busy man. In 1869 he 
sold his store, but did not by any means seek to relieve himselt 
from any of the activities in which he was engaged, as he at once 
accepted a general agency for the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co., in which capacity he rendered valuable service to the insti- 
tution. 

Meantime, during 1867, he resigned the office of township clerk, 
and in 1868 was elected reeve, with his father as deputy. This 
change opened a new sphere for the display of that faculty of 
careful manipulation in those affairs committed to his trust which 
has proved the mainspring of his success. At the council board, 
in the county council chamber, amongst the large number of 
representative men from every section of this county, it was but a 
short time till he was considered one of their most careful and best 
informed men. As a natural consequence, he was soon honoured 
with the highest position in their gift by being elected as warden. 
His record here is also unique in county history in being elected 
consecutively for 1875, 1876, 1877, and till October, 1878, when 
he resigned to accept the clerkship tendered him by the county 


council. In our municipal history no other case has ever happened 
where a reeve of any township has been elected warden four years 


consecutively. During his term of office county indebtedness to 
the municipal loan fund was settled. Another able man had a 
seat on the county board at this period, as reeve of Downie, in 
Hon. Thomas Ballantyne. To these two representatives, with 
whom were associated the warden, were assigned all negotiations 
in relation to this very important question. Reports regarding 
this affair are signed by William Davidson as chairman, and are 
by far the most comprehensive of any reports I have seen in 
connection with public business in this county. Suffice it to say 
that this committee finally disposed of our indebtedness to this 
fund in a manner satisfactory to all. For a more exhaustive 
explanation of this question, my readers are referred to ‘Muni 
pal Notes” in another part of this work. 

During that period in which he was warden another important 
matter affecting this county was dealt with. It will be remem- 
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bered that in 1873 a bonus of $80,000 had been granted to a 
railway from, Stratford to Wiarton. This project met with 
strenuous opposition from Blanshard, Fullarton, Hibbert, and 
Downie. Towards its construction Mr. D. D. Hay had exhausted 
every effort in its favour, being strongly supported by Stratford 
and those municipalities lying north. The attitude of the 





southern townships at that time did not arise from opposition to 
the scheme itself, but to their being made contributors to it, which, 
as far as human foresight could extend at that period, would be 
of no benefit to them. Fulminations loud and deep were launched 
against the by-law, and that iniquitous measure passed by Mr. 
Blake’s Government known as the grouping system. This measure 
in favour of a scheme to group other 








enabled a few municipaliti 
municipalities with them who would have a minority of votes, and 
thereby force legislation on the weaker party antagonistic to their 
interests, In this case it was fully carried out, forcing a large 
debt on the southern townships. A quarter of a century has now 
passed away since this event, and looking back over the whole 
question and its results, I am constrained to say that in the 
s well that Mr. Hay’s measure 











interest of all our people it wa: 





became law. 

Mr. Davidson, as warden, now opposed issuing debentures to 
the company until a sufficient guarantee was given that it would 
complete its contract in building the road. The company, mean- 
time, had made a demand for these securities without such 
guarantees, which Mr. Davidson considered, very properly, was a 

nce 









breach of contract. They were determined to compel compliz 
with their demands, and entered a suit against the county. 
management of this affair on behalf of his constituents indicated 
great zeal and judgment, as well as an extended knowledge of 
municipal law. When this struggle terminated, after three years’ 
litigation, in which he defeated his opponents on every occasion, 
they at last made arrangements to carry out their original agree- 
ment. If they had accepted this position at the outset much time 
and useless expense would have been avoided. Three years had 
now elapsed since this by-law was passed, and before passing over 
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the debentures Mr. Davidson detached the coupons falling due 
during that period, which the company were not now entitled to 
receive by their conduct, thus saving to this county $14,000. 
When we consider this large item, and that much larger one 
saved in our municipal loan fund indebtedness by Mr Ballantyne 
and himself, this county has been relieved of a liability amounting 
to nearly $100,000, 

Before leaving this subject, I may be permitted to say that he 
did not object to carrying out the provisions of the by-law, although 
opposed to the principle by which it was carried. As a proof of 
this those debentures granted to the Stratford and Port Dover 
road were promptly handed to that company, they having at once 
complied with their agreement. Throughout this whole affair Mr. 
Davidson evinced great common sense and discretion, discharging 
his duties in a manner honourable to himself, and eliciting warm 
approval from every section of our county. During 1879 he 
removed to Stratford, and at the election of 1881 he was chosen a 
member of the board of education, being appointed secretary 
treasurer at its first meeting. This position he has held ever 
since. 

That our readers may form an idea of the work accomplished 
by this pioneer, and those matters he has dealt with during a busy 
life, we submit a statement of the various positions he has been 
called upon from time to time to fill. He was township clerk of 
Fullarton for nine years, and reeve for eleven years; warden of 
Perth County for four years; county clerk for twenty-four years, 
still retaining that position, He was postmaster in Carlingford 
eight years; secretary trustees S. S. No. 4, Fullarton, for seven- 
teen years; trustee and secretary-treasurer Mitchell high school 
board for eight years; trustee Stratford school board for four 
years, and secretary-treasurer for twenty-two years, and alderman 
of the City of Stratford for eighteen years, for nearly all of which 


period he was chairman of the finance committee, He was mayor 
of Stratford two years; auditor British Mortgage Loan Co. for 
twenty-one years; trustee of the hospital since it was first insti- 
tuted; inspector of house of refuge since it was erected; director 
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of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co. for fifteen years, and its 
president for ten years. 

To discharge the multifarious duties in connection with these 
positions was the work of no ordinary man, The whole secret of 
his success was honesty of purpose and a thoroughness in ever} 
thing he undertook to accomplish. This inspired confidence in 
those whom he served, which in his career has never been shaken, 
and which he still retains. 

He was a man of strong and robust physique, and his youth 
spent in chopping and logging had so inured his constitution to 
hard labour that he was able to accomplish all his undertakings 
with ease. He is possessed of a large amount of good, common 
sense, is affable and kind in his manner, knows men well, and has 
the faculty of penetrating their motives. These characteristics, 
with a capacity for hard work, were the instruments by which he 
raised himself to the front rank of Perth’s great men. 















Ropert Jones, for many years a prominent man in this county, 
was born at Wicklow, Ireland, in 1828. He was a farmer’s son, 
and obtained only such education as the country afforded at that 
period, which was very imperfect. He was endowed with natural 
qualities, however, which education could never supply. During 
a busy life these were brought conspicuously forward, and faith 
fully applied in promoting the interests of his adopted country. 
Mr. Jones was an ideal pioneer. He was a man of fine physique, 
robust, tall, and well formed; of marvellous energy, restless and 
continuous in pursuit of those affairs committed to his trust. In 
his management of public business in Logan he displayed great 
tact and judgment, honourable to himself and advantageous 
to his constituents. As a recognition of his ability he received a 
greater share of confidence from those whom he served than has 
ever been accorded to any other representative in Logan. This 
he retained to the end, when he laid down his harness, which on 
his part was a voluntary action—he still maintained his popularity. 

In 1849 he came to Canada, remaining a short time in 
Fredericksburg, then removing to Kingston, where he made the 
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acquaintance of Sir John A. Macdonald. In 1853 he settled in 
Logan, on lot 15, concession 4, where he resided the greater 
portion of his life. In 1850 he married Miss Susan Jones, who 
became the mother of a large family, all of whom survived her. 
To a person of Mr. Jones’ temperament, clearing land afforded no 
scope to his restless disposition. Other avenues had to be sought 
in which he could spend his energy, and these he soon found. In 
connection with his farm he entered into the business of shipping 
stock, and for many years was one of the largest operators west 
of Toronto. His great aptitude for business was soon observable 
to those with whom he came in contact, and in 1860 he entered 
on his municipal career, being elected councillor in Logan. In 








1862 he was chosen reeve, retaining that position for seventeen 
years. During 1879 and 1880 Mr. Coveney was reeve, when Mr. 
Jones was again elected to the reeve’s chair, which he retained 
till 1890, when he retired, Important events meantime had tran- 
spired in connection with our gravel roads, in which he played a 





conspicuous part, In this he was ably assisted by Mr. Tom 
Coveney, then township clerk. As public men they were unlike, 
but admirably adapted to support each other. Mr. Jones was 
impetuous in his conduct, fertile of resource, competent to formu- 
late great schemes, but impatient in managing details. Mr. 
Coveney, on the other hand, was patient and painstaking in 
everything he did, watchful of the smallest consideration, thus 
supplying exactly those qualities in which Mr. Jones was deficient. 





These two men gave Logan an influence in this county only 
exceeded by Fullarton, whose municipal affairs were managed by 
Mr. ‘William Davidson. In the historical sketch of Logan will be 
found many proceedings which illustrates the life and conduct of 
this marvellous and energetic man, 

During the period he sat at the county board he was honoured 
on three different occasions by being chosen warden, a record only 
excelled by two others during a long period of fifty years. He 
contested the North Riding of Perth for the Commons, but was 
defeated. Near the close of a busy and well spent life this old 
pioneer retired to Mitchell, where he died in 1895. Take him all 
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in all Mr. Jones was an extraordinary person, and like others of our 
pioneers, his character is worthy of emulation by our young men. 





Jou Bryyinc was born in Somerset, England, in 1812, At 
24 years of age he became a British soldier, joining the 46th regi- 
ment of Light Infantry, serving for eleven years. During this 
period he was stationed at Gibraltar and the West Indies. In 
1846 his regiment came to Canada, being for some time stationed 
near Montreal. He then decided to make this country his home. 
Obtaining his discharge, he retired with the rank of corporal. 

In 1849 he married a daughter of Mr. G. W. Dodds, and 
removed in 1851 to what is now Listowel, taking possession of a 











shanty already erected by some pioneer near the river. From 
Glenallen he brought a supply of provisions, and thus equipped he 
entered on pioneer life. This shanty he afterwards bought from 
a Mr. Henry for a rifle. This gentleman set up a right of priority 
in possession, which was a common mode of procedure in those 
early days. 

Mr. Binning, in turn, set up a right of possession on adjoining 
land eastward, and which he afterwards disposed of to Mr. Dodd. 
Subsequent to a survey being made and settlement taking place, 
on these lands was built a large portion of Listowel. When a 
small clearing had been effected, and a little wheat produced, it 
was hauled by the oxen and sled to Hawkesville, where it was 
made into flour for the new settlement, each trip occupying three 
di This continued till Mr. D. D. Hay erected his mill, thus 
relieving these old bushmen of a great amount of hardship and 
inconvenience. Mr. Binning’s life is so closely identified with: the 
growth and development of Listowel that a history of one—for a 
period at least—is almost a record of the other. Our readers are 
referred to the historical sketch of that municipality for further 
remarks on this pioneer. Those who were contemporaneous with 
him refer to his disposition as being kind and friendly. Possessed 
of a well balanced mind, he was a good neighbour, a worthy 
citizen, and respected by all classes. He was honoured on many 
occasions with positions of trust, being for some time a member 
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of the council and the first school board. In politics he was 
Conservative, in religion Presbyterian, being a member of Knox 
church since its inception. Throughout his long life he was 
honest and progressive, thrifty and industrious, and as a con- 
sequence was able to retire in his old age to a well earned rest. 
At the age of 87 years this old pioneer and first settler in Listowel 
laid down life’s burden as one who had done his duty well and 
was needful of rest. 


James Dickson, of Elma, was born in Peeblesshire, Scotland, 
in 1819. Although not one of the earliest settlers in this town- 
ship, he was a man who exerted a great influence for good in that 
section where he resided. Being accustomed to farm life in Scot- 
land, but considering Canada offered greater advantages, at the 
age of 32 he came to this country. In 1844 he married Mary 
Grozart, also a native of Peebles, who was his faithful helpmate 
for over half a century, having celebrated their golden wedding in 
1894 with their family and friends. During 1851 he arrived in 
Canada, for a number of years carrying on farming on his own 
account. In 1868 he came to Elma, a great portion of which was 
still covered with wood, and settled on the lot still occupied by his 
son James, ex-warden of Perth County. On this farm he remained 
until his death on January 19th, 1898, his aged partner preceed- 
ing him on the lonely path by a few months. Mr. Dickson did not 
take an active part in politics, although a supporter of the Liberal 
party. Like nearly all his countrymen he was a consistent Pres- 
byterian, and in every department of life earned for himself the 


best regards of his fellow men. He was a fine specimen of our 
pioneers, honest, truthful, thrifty, and industrious, and of kindly 
though unbending principle. Of co-operative dairying, which 
has done so much for Elma, he was an active promoter. To such 
men this country owes much of her prosperity, and the example 
they set in their outgoings and their incomings, has shed an 
indelible influence on the moral aspirations of our people. 


Moses Harvey, late treasurer of Elma, was born at New 
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Brunswick in 1822. In 1849 he married Mary Leckie, of King’s 
County, in that Province, and in 1856 removed to Elma, settling 
on lot 18, concession 9. Here he made for himself a home, and 
on this farm he resided until his death. A family of thirteen 
children was born to him, many of whom are now dead, During 
1865, being still of an adventurous spirit, and having caught the 
California gold fever, he made a trip west to that fabled land, 
remaining only a short time, and although quite successful, he 
returned again to Elma. In 1871 he was appointed township 
treasurer, which position he held till his death on May 20th, 1901. 
He was a good book-keeper, and throughout his long official 
career, though having large railway and drainage accounts pass- 
ing through his hands, his work is characterized by accuracy in 
every detail. At an early period he was appointed a justice of the 
peace, and was a consistent supporter of the Liberal-Conservative 
Sither in religion or politics he was not dogma 

ith affairs of his conscience 
character 











party. E 
his views, allowing every man to deal 
as best suited himself, As a proof of this aspect of 
and his broad principles he: took an active part in promoting 
Methodism where he resided, he being a consistent Presbyterian. 
Mr. Harvey was an honest man, which, after all, is the highest 
enconium we can give to any one. 











THom. RotHWELL was born in Wexford, Ireland, in March, 
1808. The family emigrated to Canada in 1815. In January, 
1833, he married Eliabeth Tompkins, of Wicklow, which union 
extended over a period of 63 years, when death separated the 
aged pair in January, 1896. To them were born six sons, who all 
became professional men except one—Mr. B. Rothwell, the eldest, 
having been principal of Listowel public schools for a quarter 











of a century. 

Mr. Rothwell arrived in Elma during 1853, settling on lot 29, 
concession 2, where he remained until his death. In his youthful 
days he was a man of robust physique, fine personal appearance, 
and a splendid specimen of the better class of our pioneers. He 
was an even-tempered, kindly man, well informed, and of far 
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more than average ‘intellectual ability. We are apt to inquire 
sometimes why people of education and refinement should ever 
enter the woods, where naturally nothing could be found we 
would suppose congenial either to their tastes or aspirations. To 
answer this we would require to know the man, for although fate 
does play strange vagaries with us all, there is a trend of thought 
and feeling in our hearts causing many events we blindly attribute 
to fortune. Whatever may have been the cause in this case of 
taking up backwoods life, Mr. Rothwell fought the battle in a 
manner most honourable to himself, and left a record of honesty 
and upright conduct with all men, the fairest boon he could leave 
to his family. 








Mr. Samvet Roe was born in Crossmolin, Mayo, Ireland, in 
1821. At the age of 30 years he came to Canada, settling at 
Paris. In 1854 he arrived in Elma, locating on lot 36, concessi 








nm 
12. During his first year in this township he married Margaret 
Fullarton, sister to the present municipal clerk. At an early 
period he became identified with township affairs, and was elected 
councillor in 859. In 1863 he was chosen deputy-reeve under Mr. 
D. D. Hay. This position he held till 1880. He was a life-long 
Conservative, and a consistent supporter of the English Church. 


Daxter D. Camppett, Lieut.-Col. and J. P., of Listowel, was 
born near Seafell, in Arran’s Isle, in 1832. He was the second 
son of Dugald and Mary Campbell, of Lochranza, who emigrated 
to Lower Canada, settling in the township of Inverness. Mr. 
Campbell received a fair education, having attended school for 
several years in the Eastern States. In 1856 he arrived in 
Listowel, which at that period was a hamlet of a few log dwellings. 
Here he at once entered into commercial pursuits, erecting the first 
frame store in the village. Mr. Campbell’s life affords a good 
illustration of what can be accomplished by perseverance, honesty 
of purpose, and a kind disposition. He was the architect of his 
own fortune, and, what is better far, he was a man whom the 
citizens of Listowel delighted to honour. At one period of his 
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| life with his mercantile affairs he managed a milling business and 

i a farm, evincing a fine simplicity of character through all. 
When Wallace was separated from Logan and Elma for munici 
pal purposes he was appointed returning officer to call the first 
meeting. Subsequently for a number of years he served as coun- 
cillor, and, on Listowel being incorporated, was elected as a 
i member of the council, ultimately being chosen reeve. He was 
also mayor of Listowel for several years, and voluntarily resigned 
i that honour. On this occasion his fellow-citizens recognized his 
long, faithful services by presenting him on his retirement with a 
gold-headed cane, gold chain, and seal. To the quiet and unob- 
trusive efforts of this man, Mr. D. D. Hay, and a few others, 
Listowel owes her prosperity. In education he took a deep 
: interest, using his best efforts in its promotion. On both school 
boards, with which he has been connected since their inception, he 
is an active worker. 

During the Fenian raid in 1866 he organized No. 4 company, 
28th battalion of volunteers, to defend his country. This connec- 
tion with the militia continued until he attained the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. 

In 1874 he was tendered the Conservative nomination for North 
Perth, but declined. Mr. Campbell has been a useful citizen, and 
whether on the magisterial bench, an honour he has long retained, 
or in whatever sphere of life, public or private, he may have been 
called on to play his part his conduct has been uniformly that of 
a good and useful man. 














Mr. Jonn Hicks, in early days an influential and well-known 
man in Perth County, was born in Cornwall, England. When 
quite young his father removed his family to Canada, settling at, 
what is now Holmesville, near Goderich. Mr. William Hicks, 
\ the father, was a person of some means, and may be called the 
founder of Mitchell. As early as 1837 the first Hicks house was 
erected by him. In all that section of country west of Seebach’s 
scarcely a settler had located, and Mr. Hicks’ hotel was far 
more in danger of being boycotted by wolves than filled with 
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guests at that period. Mr. John Hicks, who afterwards became 
prominent and played an important part in public affairs, was first 
landlord in this new hostelry. 

He was a worthy old pioneer, and exerted a great influence in 
opening up this section of the Huron Tract. As an index of his 








character, in 1843 a Methodist minister was endeavoring to reach 
a new settlement in Fullarton to hold services with those few who 
had penetrated so far into the forest. Mr. Hicks directed him to 
follow the blaze on the trees as being the only hope of his keeping 
the way. Next evening at dusk the landlord saw a stranger 
emerging from the woods apparently in a rather sorrowful plight. 
There were no bridges in those days, and the poor preacher, in 
trying to cross a stream over a fallen tree, became an unwilling 
participant in baptism by immersion in good cold water from the 
Logan swamp. Mr. Hicks performed the part of a Good Samar- 
itan by supplying such requisites as were needful for his guest's 
comfort. Next morning he was asked his charge. ‘How much 
do you get for your work?” said Mr. Hicks. ‘Little or no- 














thing,” replied the preacher ; ‘my Master will reward me at His 
own proper time; He never forgets.” ‘All right,” responded the 
landlord, ‘I'll take your Master for my pay; your bill is settled. 
Good-bye. Call again.” 

During the rebellion in 1837 he volunteered in support of the 
Government, and was employed in several departments of the 
service. Until his death, in 1872, he was still connected with 
that body, having attained the rank of lieutenant-colonel. He 
was one of the first magistrates in Perth County, first district 
councillor from Logan, and a member of the township council. 
Mr. Hicks’ municipal life was interesting and important, and my 
readers are referred to the historical sketches of Logan and 
Mitchell elsewhere in this work for further details regarding this 
very prominent man. 





SAMUEL Wuatey was born in Tyrone, Ireland, in 1818, and 
came to New York in 1840. In 1842 he came to Canada, settling 
in North Easthope. He married in 1844 Margaret Trow, a sister 
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of James Trow, settling in Mornington in 1848, being one of the 
first settlers. He was for many years a prominent public man, 
having been reeve and also township clerk for several years. He 
was also clerk of the fifth division court, holding that position 
till his death in 1876. He was a magistrate and commissioner i 
B. R. and a director of the Stratford & Huron railway. 
active as a politician, acting with the Liberal party, although not 
aggressive, which made him personally popular. Through hi 
long life he was highly esteemed as one of Perth's public men. 














James Rew, treasurer of Mornington, was born in County 
Dowa, Ireland, April 25th, 1825. In his twenty-second year he 
came to Canada, settling in Mornington in 1847, on lot 16, con- 
cession 6. He was one of the first settlers where Millbank now 
stands, it being then an unbroken forest. The record of Mr. Reid 
as a township officer is somewhat unique, in so far that he has 
retained office for a longer period than any official in this county, 





having been appointed treasurer consecutively for 47 years. This 
acknowledgment of his services is a high tribute to his integrity, 
n officer and his worth as 








and a public recognition of his honesty as 
acitizen, In 1857 he received from His Excellency the Governor- 
General a commission as captain in the militia as a testimony to 
his loyalty and devotion to British institutions. He is Conserva- 
tive in politics, and a consistent member of the Presbyterian 
church. His life has been quiet and orderly, and his influence for 
good has been great, not only in his own family, but with those 
he has come in contact in every day 














ife. 





, township clerk of Mornington, was one of the 





Jou Wars 
first settlers in that township, locating on lot 7, concession 11, in 
1848. Mr. Watson was born in Newton Stewart, Tyrone, 
Ireland, in, 1827, In 1847 he arrived in Canada, coming direct to 
Mornington. At a very early period he took an active part in 
‘al politics, being elected reeve in 1863. This position 
he retained till 1868. In 1874 he was appointed township clerk, 
which position he has held ever since. Next to Mr. Reid he is 
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amongst the oldest of our municipal officers. His character and 
conduct as a citizen and private gentleman are above reproach, 
and shed a lustre on the name of backwoodsman. 


ALExanper GourLay was born in Galloway, Scotland, in 1804. 
When a young man he left his home, going to England, and 
entering into mercantile business. Here he remained for some 
time, emigrating to Canada in 1843, settling in Ellice the same 
year. Mr. Gourlay was a good specimen of the Scotch; energet 
and aspiring, honest and trustworthy. He was a member of the 
old district council, and, on the introduction of the Municipal Act 
of 1850, took an active part in local municipal government. He 
was a member of the first council of Ellice, and sat as reeve from 
1851 to 1853, inclusive. Mr. Gourlay was a consistent Presby- 
terian. During the period he resided in England he married a 
sister of the late John Pearson. Subsequent to the death of this 
lady he married Miss Riddell, of Paris, Ontario. Mr. Gourlay 
died on May 6th, 1879, at the age of 75 years. 


Rosert Henry, another old pioneer of Ellice, was born in the 
County of Londonderry, Ireland, in 1825, and came to Canada in 
1843, remaining for two years near Toronto as a farm servant. 
In 1845 he, along with his father, who had joined him in the 
meantime, settled in Ellice, locating on 500 acres on the 2nd and 
3rd concessions. Mr. Henry was a person of strong character, 
and a prominent man in this county. He was first reeve of Ellice, 
and succeeded Mr. Gourlay again in 1854. He was appointed 


one of the first magistrates aiter the organization of Perth as a 


separate county in 1853. 

Joun Kastxer was the second son of George Kastner, an old 
soldier in the grand army of Napoleon, whose victorious opera- 
tions struck terror to every nation in Europe, and covered France 
with glory. He was born in Alsace, then a French province, in 
1818, and came to Canada with his father’s family in 1832, 
settling on lot 12, in the first concession of Ellice. Mr. John 
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Kastner was a great man, who, by his own industry and per- 
severance, raised himself from poverty to the position of an 
affluent leading public man. His courage and success furnished 
a fine illustration of that steady but sure progress made by the 
thrifty pioneer. During the rebellion of 1837 he was created a 
sergeant in the volunteer corps, and subsequently promoted to the 
rank of captain, which position he held for many years. 

He was a fluent speaker, and on the political platform was 
effective and often playful with his opponent. He was strongly 
sympathetic, and had many qualities of which orators are made. 
He understood the use of English well, but never was able to 
pronounce it without a strong German accent, which marred his 
influence as a speaker to some extent. He was a life-long 
Reformer, and of great value to that party in his manipulations of 
the electorate. 

Mr. Kastner was one of the first J. P’s. in the county, and in 
1857 was elected reeve of Ellice, giving way in 1860 to Mr. John 
Pearson, Re-elected in 1861, in 1866 he again gave way to Mr. 
ce more returned in 1868, He was a man of 











ce, gi 





Pearson, but was on 
great energy, and withal had a vast store of good common sense. 
‘As an early settler in this county, the influence he acquired 
amongst his neighbors was retained till his death. 





ver, eldest son of the George Kastner we have 
life-time a prominent man. The 


Peter Kast: 
mentioned, was also during hi 
village of Kastnerville was founded by and named after this 
Like all the settlers of 1833 he was early inured to the 
, but finally overcame them all, raising him- 











family. 
hardships of bush 
self by his own unaided efforts to positions of trust and honour 
amongst his fellows. He was also a justice of the peace, and 
filled every position in the militia from that of private to the rank 
of major. He carried on several branches of business, as mer- 
chant, distiller, and brewer, and was a prominent farmer and 





stock-raiser. 


Jouy Pearsox, a prominent municipal officer in Ellice, was born 
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at Ashford, County of Kent, England, in 1826, immigrating with 
his father’s family in 1841. In 1844 he came to Ellice, and 
located on lot 16, in the second concession. For thirty years he 
carried on farming on the old homestead, removing to Sebringville 
in 1874. Here he engaged in saw-milling and general busines 

and was early identified with municipal government. A reference 
to the history of Ellice township will show the offices he was chosen 
to fill, and the implicit trust the people reposed in his integrity. 














ALEXANDER Fisuer, J. P., of North Easthope, was born in 
Kenmore, Perthshire, Scotland, on March and, 1804." In 1833 he 
came to Canada, remaining for a time in the township of Esques- 
ing. On removing to North Easthope he settled on lot 32, con. 
2, which was his home till his death. He married Elizabeth Mc- 
Naughton (daughter of Donald McNaughton, also an old pioneer), 
who still survives. During the rebellion of 1837 he was enrolled 
in the regiment of Col. Jarvis, his company being under command 
of Capt. Brown, He was one of the first magistrates in Perth 
County, and during his life-time was a prominent citizen of North 
Easthope. He took an active part in municipal organization, 
under the Act of 1850, and was township treasurer for a quarter 
of acentury. His son, Alexander McNaughton Fisher, who be- 
jon for 30 years. He, again, 











came township clerk, held that pos 
was succeeded by his son in that important office. There is no 
other case in this county where one family has held the two most 
responsible offices for so long a period. A faithful and honest 
discharge of the duties arising in these positions has won for this 
family a feeling of confidence from those they serve which has 
y maintained for over half a century. 
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Peter Ropixson Jarvis, a pioneer of this county, was fourth 
son of Fredrick Starr Jarvis, U. E. Loyalist, and born in the 
township of York, August 16th, 1824. His grandfather fought 
for British supremacy during the revolutionary war, and at its 
termination had to fly for his life to British territory. Asa refugee 
he came to Fredericton, N. B., in 1808 As a U. E. Loyalist 
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his father obtained a grant of land near Oakville, serving in the 
war of 1812 and the rebellion of 1837. Subsequently he was 
appointed registrar of the Home District, and acted as Gentleman 
Usher of the Black Rod in the old Parliament of Canada. Later 
he became Sheriff of the Home District. 

In 1809 Colonel Jarvis removed his family to Upper Canada, 
and in 1818 received his appointment as registrar. Like many 
others of our pioneers Mr. Jarvis began his education in a log 
school house, where he attended for some time, being afterwards 
sent to a grammar school in Cornwall. He seems now like a 
connecting link of the past and present, having been taught by 
Bishop Strachan, and was a school mate of Hon. John Sandfield 
McDonald. Having completed his education he shipped from 
New Orleans for China, residing in Canton as representative of 
an American Tea Co. Returning from that port he visited the 
Cape of Good Hope and St. Helena, arriving safely in Toronto 
after a long voyage. For a short period he entered into the mill- 
ing business at Galt, and in 1847, along with his brother, came to: 
Stratford. 

On his arrival in this new backwoods hamlet he rented from 
Mr. W. F. McCulloch a grist and saw mill and a distillery. Thus 
he identified himself with the commercial interests of the village, 
forming a connection which has been continued ever since. Strat- 
ford’s first assessment was made by Mr. James Woods, who, with 
Mr. Jarvis and his brother, made valuations and counted the 
houses, while quietly smoking their pipes in a little back office. If 
remuneration for performing this important function was not 
great, neither did their duties seem very onerous. A brick block 
erected by Mr. Jarvis, and known as the Jarvis block, was the first 
to be built in Stratford. 

In discharging those duties which every good citizen owes to 
society, this pioneer had done his part. For many years he 
interested himself in educational work, serving with acceptance 
‘on the trustee boards. His connection with Stratford school 
boards extended over a period of thirty years, when he resigned 
his position as chairman of the high school trustees. At one 
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period of his career he was a candidate for parliamentary honours, 
and in good old orthodox style issued his address to the intelligent 
and independent electors of Perth County, but subsequently with- 
drew. The reader is referred to the local history of Stratford for 
further information regarding the municipal work of this man. 

Over fifty years ago, when Queen Victoria was young, he 
received a commission as ensign of the first Batt. of Perth Militia, 
under date March 14th, 1851. This document is fearfully and 
wonderfully impressive, opening with an array of titles and dis- 
tinctions which appears to us like piling up agony. For the 
information of our readers we insert it, as follow 

“His Excellency the Right Honourable James, Earl of Elgin 
and Kincardine, Governor-General of British North America, and 
Captain and Governor-in-Chief in and over the Provinces of 
Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island of Prince 
Edward, and Vice-Admiral of the same, etc., etc. 

“To Peter Robinson Jarvis, gentleman, Greeting: Reposing 
full confidence in your loyalty, courage, and good conduct, 1 do 
hereby constitute and appoint you, during pleasure, to be ensign 
in the Fourth Batt. of Huron Militia, taking rank and precedence 
from the 14th day of March, 1852. You are, therefore, carefully 
and diligently to discharge the duty of ensign by exercising and 
well disciplining the inferior officers and men of the said militia, and 
Ido hereby command them to obey you as their ensign, and you 
are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as you 
shall from time to time receive from me or your superior officers, 
according to law. 

“Given at Toronto the fourteenth year of Her Majesty's Reign. 

“By command. Signed, Excin & Kiycarpine.” 


In 1849 Mr. Jarvis married Miss Marion Neilson, the issue of a 
long and happy union being a family of ten children. In religion 
he is an Episcopalian, and in politics a Tory of the old school. 
His life has been peaceful though eventful, and during his career 
he has seen all those mighty influences called into existence by the 


genius of our great men which has produced such marvellous 
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results in the world. He has long passed three score and ten, 
and is now nearing that period which some by reason of more 
strength are said to attain. Still hale and hearty, however, he 
attends to business as he did over fifty years ago. He is robust 
in health, portly in figure, relishes spinning a yarn of the long 
past, and on the whole is a fine specimen of ye grand old country 
gentleman of ye olden time. 





Ayprew Moyreiri was born in August, 1823, at Karn-Dreen, 
‘Tyrone, Ireland, and with his father’s family came to Canada, 
arriving on July 12, 1834. Mr. Samuel Monteith had preceded 
this family into the wilderness, and was ready to welcome them 
on their arrival at ‘Little Thames.” 

Mr. Monteith was an ideal pioneer. Rather over than under 
middle size, he was muscular in appearance, quick in his move- 
ments, decisive in action, and inexhaustable in vitality and 
endurance. His countenance could not be called fine according 
to the rules of art, but, as a mirror to the thoughts and feelings 
of a great man, was impressive, indicating the presence of a 
strong character. He was easily approached, and had no affecta- 
tion. He was conservative in politics and democratic in principle, 
having not one spark of official pomposity by which some sur- 
round themselves. He was a good chopper, an expert logger, 
and a public speaker above the average. His language was plain 
but strong—always convincing, because always truthful and 
sincere. Intolerant of sham, he made a good friend and a most 
enterprising opponent. Such a character does not need birth and 
r him onward. He never waited for something to 











influence to be 
turn up; he went straightway, as all great men do, and turned 
something up for himself. As might be expected from such a man, 





he soon attained prominence and great influence in Perth County, 
playing a distinguished part in its early history and development. 

In 1838 his father opened a general store in Stratford, which 
was managed by his brother till 1840. This youth died at 21 
years, when Mr. Monteith and his brother Samuel carried on the 
business till 1850. His partner having withdrawn, he continued 
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the business for several years longer, until, his health failing from 





close confinment, he retired to his farm in Downie, where he 
resided till his death. 

It was not in mercantile affairs, however, that nature designed 
this man should play his part. The eternal gin-horse sameness 
that characterizes business in a country town must have been 
irksome to him. Nature did not design him for a vendor of knit- 
ting needles and red herrings; he was to be a leading man. In 
municipal and political life he was prominent from an early period 
ess he may have 

















of his career. This inclination for public busi 
inherited from his father, who was one of the six old veterans (all 
the voters in the eastern part of the county) who trudged from 
Stratford to Goderich in 1841 to record their votes in the Dunlop- 
Strachan election. In 1842 when school sections were organized 
by Mr. Daly, Mr. Monteith was one of the first trustees in union 
school No. 1, Downie, Ellice, and North and South Easthope. 
From this period, onward to the day of his death in 1896, his 
vas constantly before the 











name—during those 54 long years— 
people of this county, To say that he was always successful 
would imply that he was more than human. He was irrepréssible, 
and failure with him was simply an incentive to greater exertion. 
In fact, when his opponents succeeded in hedging him in at one 





point he simply broke out at another, and with such force and 
impetuosity as to overwhelm them all. 

His municipal career is already written in the local history of 
Downie and that of Perth County, and those of my readers who 
desire to follow out the life of this excellent man are referred to 





those portions of this work, At Confederation in 1867 he entered 
parliament as member for North Perth in the Legislature, his 
opponent being Mr. D. D. Hay, whom he defeated. In 1871 he 
contested the Riding against the Hon. Thomas Ballantyne, and 
was again elected. In 1874 he resigned his seat in the Legi: 
lature, and became a candidate for the House of Commons, his 
opponent being Mr. James Redford, whom he defeated. On a 
petition this election was voided, and he again entered the field, 
with Mr. James Fisher, of Stratford, as his opponent, and he was 
In 1878 he retired from active politics. 





again successful. 
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There were few institutions in this county with which he was 
not to a greater or lesser extent identified, He was elected to the 
Stratford school board in 1853, on the retirement of Mr. Peter 
Woods, and was also a member of the trustee board in S. S. No. 
5, Downie. When the British Mortgage Loan Co. was established 
in Stratford he was chosen as its first president, for which his 
prominence and integrity eminently fitted him. He was also for a 
time its managing director. Although not an official in the Perth 
Mutual Fire Insurance Co., he had the honour of taking out policy 
No. 1 in that important institution. In the old days he was also 
a member of the Volunteer Fire Co. 

In politics he was strongly Conservative, although by no means 
aggressive, believing that every man had a right to his own 
opinions in matters of conscience. He was a consistent member 
of the Church of England, and for many years was church warden. 
To one secret society he belonged, and to one only. He was a 
representative man in the Orange order, remaining an active 
member during his whole life. It is worthy of remark, and is a 
high tribute to his character, that he always enjoyed the confidence 
and good-will of the Roman Catholics during his political career. 

In 1850 he married Jane Dunsmore, then of Huntingdon, 
Quebec, to whom were born four sons and five daughters, several 
of whom are now dead. Mr. Monteith’s career was unique, and 
should be a sacred heirloom in his family for all time to come. 
He was possessed of those rugged qualities that so often dis- 
tinguished the men of that generation now nearly passed away, 
and who made this county what it is. Those hardy and intrepid 
characters seem not to be fashionable now-a-days. That process 
of polishing necessary to bring a man up to the modern require- 
ments of society is apparently fatal to a perpetuation of those 
qualities so strongly marked in Andrew Monteith and our pioneers 
generally. If such be the case it is to be regretted. Better far 
in any country or society to have ruggedness with strength than 
polish associated with weakness, 


Stewart Campsett, as his name indicates, was a son of the 
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heather, born in Strathardle, Kirkmichael parish, Perthshire, 
Scotland, in 1805. His father, like all glen-folk in that moun- i 
tainous region, took commendable pride in securing for his i 
children a fair education. At an early age he was sent to the h 
parish school—a noble institution which has done much for Scot- 
land, and which at that period was possessed by no other nation j 
in the world. Subsequently he entered an academy, where he f 
acquired a knowledge of English and mathematics. Without i 
these two branches no Scottish boy’s education could be complete, i 
and next to the shorter catechism were a foundation on which ii 
rested all his future scholastic acquirements. Having obtained a ! 
moderate store of learning, he took up the ferule for himself in 
his native parish, teaching what is known in Scotland as a side i 
school, until he was promoted to Athol. He did not remain long | 

ion, removing to Dalkeith, where he became super- i 














in this profes 
intendent of a brewery. 

In 1843 he turned his steps toward C: 
mended to come to Stratford by some of his acquaintances who | 
had preceded him to North Easthope. During the autumn he i 
reached Ellice, and located on the edge of that great swamp 
adjoining Stratford, where he resided until his death. 

To one who spent his years in educating himself and others, 
life in the woods and that laborious work consistent with it must 
have been very distasteful. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
he soon turned his attention to other and more congenial pursuits. | 
In 1846 he was appointed clerk and treasurer of Ellice, which 
position he retained till 1869. Mr. Campbell’s municipal career is 
somewhat singular. At one period he was clerk and treasurer of 
Ellice, clerk of Stratford, and county clerk at the same time. 

He took an active part in organizing Perth County and in its 
separation from the United Counties of Huron, Perth, and Bruce. 

With him were associated in this work Messrs. J. J. E. Linton 
and J. A. Scott, who also took a prominent part in the agitation. 
A great mass meeting was held in Mr. Campbell's field to iy 
facilitate this movement, where funds were subscribed to enable i | 
Mr. Linton to visit the Government for this desirable object. Mr. a 


da, being recom- 
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Linton succeeded, the name Perth, which it formerly had in 
connection with the United Counties, being retained. 

Mr. Campbell was secretary of North Perth Agricultural 
Society, only resigning a year or two previous to his death. He 
was a fine type of manhood; in his later years somewhat portly, 
but most distinctly in his manner and deportment a repre 
sentative Scotchman rather than a Canadian pioneer. Every 
idiosynerasy apparent in his life and character was eminently 
one peculiar to a son of “tye ancient kingdom.” He was a true 
friend, but not very demonstrative in his sympathies either by 
word or action. Frequently taciturn, a strong pecularity of his 
nature, his conduct might be considered gruff by those unac- 
quainted with the character of this Gael. 

During his residence in Dalkeith he married Mary C. Keiller, 
to whom were born six children. On his death in 1878, at the 
age of 73 years, Perth County lost one of her oldest and ablest 
municipal officers, an old pioneer, and a trustworthy and honour- 
able man. 


Parrick Ciyxe was born in Roscommon, Ireland, in 1817. He 
came to Canada with his parents in 1832, settling in South East- 
hope. His death in 1901, at 84 years, broke the link connecting 
two generations of men—pioneers of an age long past, and those 
of a progressive period now present. In 1837 his father sold his 
farm of 300 acres in South Easthope, and removed to Downie, 
where he had been preceded by Monteiths, Dempseys, Nelsons, 
Dunsmores, Robbs, and others. Time has made great changes in 
this old family. Its founders, James Clyne and his wife, have long 

ince passed away. William and John died over a quarter of a 
century ago, the subject of this sketch being spared alone to wit- 
ness all those changes resulting from pioneer efforts in the old time. 

The history of this family in one respect is somewhat remark- 
able. By referring to the historical sketch of Downie it will be 
found that since municipal organization took place in 1842 one or 
other of its members has been continuously connected with its 
local government. The late William Clyne was for a long term of 
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years a conspicuous figure among our public men, having been 
honoured, as few men are, with so large a share of public con- 
fidence. The late James Clyne, a most estimable and kind- 
hearted man, was township treasurer till his death in 1g00, having 
held that responsible position for 32 years. 

Like all old settlers Mr. Clyne, in his later years, loved to talk 
of old pioneer scenes—‘‘barn raisings” and “logging bees,” when 
prolonged trials of strength and endurance were maintained with 
each other. In 1845 he walked to Goderich with his deed in his 
's vote. From that period till the present 1 














pocket to record h 
believe this family have been supporters of Conservative principles. 
In religion the family are Catholic, the subject of this sketch 








sting to construct the first church in Stratford. He saw St. 
Joseph’s congregation grow and expand from a few people located 
far apart in an inhospitable wilderness to hundreds of families, 
who worship at its altar every Sabbath day. At his death he was 
the oldest member in this congregation. This pioneer was typical 
of a class, quiet and unassuming, hospitable and kind to those 
who came within his gates, and in every department of life a 
worthy and honourable man. 


Jou Corry Witson Day was born in Liverpool, in 1796, his 


parents being visiting in that city from the County Monaghan, 
Ireland, at that time. He had all the advantages of a superior 
education, and chosen by the Canada Co. to succeed Mr. 
Galt as their representative in Stratford. In 1833 he reached the 
Huron Tract, and entered on the duties of his office. Although 
Mr. Daly was a very early settler in this county, he, could scarcely 
be called a pioneer, except in the sense that Dunlop and Galt 
were pioneers. As the agent of the Company, however, no one 








had a better opportunity of noting those hardships endured by the 
first settlers than he. Every aspect of backwoods life was tamiliar 
to him as it was to be seen in others, his connection with the 
Company extending as it did over a period of 3o years. Mr. Daly 
was a public spirited man, taking an active part in every scheme 
leading to a development of Perth County. He was an early 
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store keeper in Stratford and first postmaster. He was district 


councillor for several years, and established the first school 


sections in what is now Perth County. 
honoured him with positions of trust, and he took an act 

in promoting their commercial interests. In the militia he attained 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel, was an old magistrate and coroner 
in this county, and a most charitable man. He died in Stratford 
in 1878 at the advanced age of 83 years. 

James Stewart, of North Easthope, son of John Stewart and 
Mary Crerar, was born in Perthshire, Scotland, and came with 
his parents to Canada in 1832, settling in North Easthope. The 
Stewart family is an old one in this county, and one of the most 
distinguished for the capable and public spirit of its members. By 
reference to the list of public officers in North Easthope it will be 
found that the subject of this sketch was for a long period pro- 
minent in municpal affairs. During his whole career he was much 
esteemed as an officer, a private citizen, and an upright public 
man. Peter Stewart, his brother, was for many years closely con- 
nected with municipal government in North Easthope, and one of 
its trusted public servants who did much to develop its resources, 
This old pioneer family, along with many other settlers of this 
township, had an awful experience in their journey from their 
glens in Perthshire to the wilderness of the Huron Tract. Mr. 
Peter Stewart, even at the distance of 7o years from that ill: 
starred time, relates with thrilling interest many details of that 
terrible voyage across the sea, and that still more terrible journey 
to the west. Cholera, with relentless tenacity, hung around those 
poor helpless immigrants like an insatiable demon. They were 
shunned by people on their journey as being plague-smitten, 
and almost every encampment where they rested was marked by 
the grave of a victim snatched from those weary and heart-broken 
wanderers, 

Ropert CieLanp was born in Lanarkshire, Scotland, emigrating 
to Canada while yet a young man. He was one of the eat! 
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settlers of Elma, and has taken an active part for a long period in 
hold- 
ing that position for three years. He was again elected in 1876 
for two years, and again in 1888 he held that honoured place, 
being re-elected subsequently on several occasions. During his 
occupancy of this position at the council board in 1867 to 1869, 
inclusive, he rendered valuable service to Elma in securing, after 
a good deal of difficulty, those payments due the municipality by 
the Government in connection with the improvement fund. Since 


municipal government, In 1867 he was first elected rev: 








the inception of the cheese industry he has been an ardent pro- 
moter of this branch of husbandry, and was elected as president 
of the Western Ontario Dairymen’s Association in 1889 as a 
recognition of his important services to co-operative dairying. He 
also was an active promoter of the Elma Fire Insurance Co. in 
1884, and was chosen its first secretary and manager. In every 
department of public life he has been a conspicuous figure, 
devoting his time and ability to the furtherance of those objects 
which he believes is for the benefit of the people. 





James Trow was born at Newton, Montgomeryshire, Wales, 
December 16th, 1826. He received a fair education, and in 1841 
emigrated ‘to Canada, settling in North Easthope. Mr. Trow’ 
success in this county furnishes a good illustration of what can be 
attained by courage, perseverance, and a fixed purpose. When 
he came here he was penniless, friendless, homeless, and unac- 

















quainted with those hardships inseparable from pioneer life. 

In 1842, when North Easthope had been divided into three 
school sections, he having travelled on foot to Goderich, and 
passed an examination before the superintendent of education, 
returned in triumph with a certificate in his pocket as a duly 
qualified teacher. He at once applied for and obtained a school 











in one of these new sections, and continued as a teacher for ten 
years. It was not as a teacher, however, he was designed to 
succeed. Although of a more versatile character than any of our 
public men in this county, it was as a speculator that he raised 
himself and attained to prominence. He was by nature a leader 
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ulator of men. Under all conditions he 
calm and collected. He had great penetration of character, and 
ive feeling which enabled him to form correct conclu- 
ions of men’s motives. He could sing a good song, tell a good 
story, was genial and sympathetic in his manner, kindly in his 





s always 








nature, a hale-fellow-well-met sort of man, respected by all, but 
really and truly known only to few. It is not surprising, then, 
that during his life he was, and continued to be, one of our most 
popular men. 

Mr. Trow was for a long period of years a useful public man, 
His municipal career was brilliant and advantageous to our 
people. He wa 
questions stood up manfully, and threw his whole influence i 









sa man of broad views, and on all public 





favour of those measures calculated to ameliorate the conditions 
affecting the great mass of the people. He was a fluent talker on 
the platform, but by no means a great speaker. He had alll those 





qualities necessary to successful political’ life, using them effec 
tively during an extended public career. From his first appear 
ance as a public man he filled every municipal office, from path- 
master to county warden, in a manner creditable to himself. 

At Confederation, in 1867, he was returned to the Provincial 
Legislature for South Perth. His long experience in municipal 
affairs fitted him admirably for such a position, and he succeeded 
1g through several important and useful amendments to 
the Assessment and Municipal Acts. In 1871 he was defeated by 
Mr. T. B. Guest, of St. Marys, but in 1872 was elected for the 
House of Commons. Subsequent to dissolution, in consequence 
of the ‘‘Pacific Scandal,” he was re-elected by acclamation. In 
1878 he survived the wreck of his party under Hon. Alexander 
Mackenzie, and defeated Dr. Hornibrook, of Mitchell. At the 
next two elections he was again triumphant over H. F. Sharp, of 
St. Marys. Subsequent to his last contest with Mr. Sharp he 
was unseated under a protest by the indiscretion of an agent, and 
in 18g2 was defeated by Mr. William Pridham, of Fullarton. 
This was his last appeal to South Perth, and on September 13th, 
1891, died James Trow, after a successful parliamentary career 
extending over nearly 25 years. 


in carr’ 
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During his long period of service as member of the House of 
Commons he was Liberal Whip for 15 years, a position for which 
his kindly and jovial nature eminently fitted him. He also 
advocated and carried through Parliament several measures in the 
people’s interest, such as the Railway Passengers’ Act and the 
Act declaring life insurance policies non-forfeitable except under 
certain conditions. He was also for years chairman of the 
immigration committee. He travelled extensively in our newly- 
acquired north-west territory, and did much by his writing to 
draw public attention to that ‘great lone land,” now a home for 
thousands. Subsequent to a second visit to that new country his 
letters were published by Government, and 33,000 copies circu- 
lated in Great Britain. These letters were the greatest work of 
his life, and were much admired by people of literary taste for 
their easy, graceful style of composition. 

Amongst other positions held by Mr. Trow was that of presi- 
dent of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co., which he filled for 
many years. He was also president of the British Mortgage Loan 
Co., of Stratford, president of the Dominion Life Assurance 
Co., and a director of the Ontario Life Assurance Co., of Waterloo. 
He was an old magistrate, and in every position of trust to which 
he was elected his conduct was such as to rank him with the best 
men of Perth County. In 1847 he married Mary Moore, of 
Blenheim township, a former pupil in his days of teaching school, 
to whom were born four sons and one daughter. 























Janes Brown was born at Nathanfoot, Lanarkshire, Scotland, 
in 1805. During his boyhood days he attended the parish school, 
obtaining a fair education. In 1820, with his father and other 
members of the family, he came to Canada, settling in Dalhousie, 
For several years he assisted on the farm, when he became a 
school teacher, receiving for his services the sum of £30 per 
annum. As a part of his duties in that capacity he had to collect 
his own salary, which, in many instances, was more difficult than 
earning it, It will be borne in mind that Canada previous to 
1841 had no School Act. During 1846 he removed to Fullarton, 
and assisted at raising the first school house in that township, in 
32 
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section No. 1, and upon its completion became first teacher in the 
municipality. In 1847 he was appointed collector of taxes by the 
old district council, retaining that position until its abolition by 
the Act of 1850. When Fullarton was organized be was chosen 
treasurer, discharging the duties of that office till 1860, when he 
retired. In 1868 he was appointed auditor, remaining in harness 
till his death, He was an old magistrate, an elder of the Presby- 
terian church in Fullarton and Dalhousie. 

Mr. Brown was a good public speaker, and a life-long sup- 
porter of the Reform party. His countenance indicated intel 
gence and refinement. He was a man of strong convictions, 
sincere and ardent in his conduct, his whole character typical of 
the good old pioneer. In 1827 he married Margaret Park, of 
Dalhousie, who was his constant companion through his long life. 
Her death was more than he could bear, and it was only a few 
months afterwards when he was laid by her side in the quiet 
resting place of the dead. 


Mixer Harrison was born near York, England, in 1816. His 
father was engaged in the sea-faring business, trading to Russia. 
In 1820 the family removed to Canada, settling in London town- 
ship, which at that period was rapidly being taken up by emigrants 
from the old land, In 1842 Mr. Harrison married Catherine 
Howard, whose father had come to London in charge of a survey 
ing party, and where he afterwards settled in 1822, The Howards 
were related to the eccentric Col. Talbot, who founded the Talbot 
settlement on Lake Erie. In 1844 Mr. Harrison arrived in St. 
Marys, then fast becoming an important trading centre. Here he 
opened a general store on Queen street, with a stock of such 
goods as were in demand by the settlers. The staple articles of 
trade in those early days consisted of potash and black salts, as 
being the principal products of a new farm. As time increased 
his wealth so his business extended, until he was able to retire 
with a considerable fortune, the result of hard work and careful 
manipulation of his affairs. Mr, Harrison was in many respects 
a clever man, with all the qualities that lead to success. If he had 











SKETCHES 543 


been a farmer he would have been a good one, and made himself 
rich, If he had been a labourer he would have earned the highest 
wages. He was plain and simple in his tastes, jovial in his 
manner, and had the most perfect contempt for the namby- 
pambyism of those who affect what is called high society. He 
was honest in his convictions, and in all his transactions. He 
knew no standard of manhood but that set up by Burns—‘The 
rank is but the guinea’s stamp, the man’s the gold for a’ that.”” 

In the discharge of those duties appertaining to public-spirited 
citizenship he did his part, and his work in this department will 
be found in the local histories of Blanshard and St. Marys. 














Jon Sanpersox, a St. Marys pioneer, was born in County 
Cavan, Ireland, in 1823. Coming to Canada with his parents he 
settled near Port Hope. In 1848 he removed to St. Marys, as 
yet a hamlet on the River Thames, entering into business as a 
lumber merchant. In this department of trade he continued during 
the whole period of his active life, retiring a number of years ago 





with a competency. Mr. Sanderson was a quiet, unassuming 





man, honest, reliable, and a good citizen. He is a strict Presby 
terian, and took an active part in founding that denomination in 
St. Marys. When their present edifice, which crowns the hill on 
Widder street, was erected, he took an active part as one of the 
construction committee. He is now one of the few remaining 
pioneers of the town, nearly all the others having passed away. 











Jams Dovcias Moore, deceased, was born in the Township 
of Dumfries, in 1838. Mr. Moore was in no sense a pioneer of 
St. Marys, but to him belongs the distinction of introducing a 
system which marks an era in the commerce of this country. He 
was a.son of the shanty, and, like many such, had great obstacles 
to overcome in his way to success. His education was limited, 
and realizing this condition, he often regretted in after life that he 
had not availed himself to a greater extent of the facilities within 
his reach. He continued on the farm until 1867, when he removed 
to St. Marys, entering on his career as a promoter and successful 
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operator of a new system of egg storage. This method has now 
attained great prominence, and is of vast consequence to Canada. 
Its importance to the husbandman will be recognised when we say 
that previous to its introduction this product of our farms had no 
commercial value, and could not be sold for money. Old pioneers 
will remember when it became known that Mr. Moore would pay 
money for fruit of this description, that the females of every house- 
hold extended their investigations to the most remote corners of 
the farm buildings in search of this new source of income. He 
was also first to pay money for butter. This product was 
formerly sold to store-keepers for goods over the counter, a most 
unsatisfactory system for all parties concerned. He also con- 
structed the first cold storage warehouse west of Montreal, which 
proved a great success. Mr. Moore was unpretentious in manner, 
although somewhat daring as a speculator. He was a large 
employer of labour, and highly respected by those under his 
charge. In politics a Reformer, in religion a Presbyterian, tem- 
perate, industrious, and kindly in his manner, intensely devoted 
to the “‘roaring play,” which he continued to enjoy until the last. 
He took an active part in municipal affairs, and sat at the council 
board for a period of eight years. He died in 1902, and was 
much regretted, being one of St. Marys’ great men. 


Jouw James EpMonpstoune Linton was born at Rothsay, Isle 
of Bute, in 1804. He was the son of a gentleman of prominence, 
and received a good education. In 1833 he arrived in Canada, 
and meeting with Mr. Daly, agent of the Canada Company at 
Guelph, he was directed westward to Stratford. He at once 
located on lot 7, concession 3, Downie, and began clearing a farm. 

In November, 1829, he married Margaret Dallas, who accom- 
panied her husband in his wanderings, and like a true woman 
came with him to his lonely shanty, willing to share his burden 
for weal or woe. It is only those who have experienced the trials 
and depressing thoughts of other days, or that continuous weeping 
of a heart ready to break at the dismal environment of a 
pioneer, who can know the bitterness of life in the woods to 
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people of refinement, For a poor over-laboured hind, who may 
have ‘“Begged a brother of the earth to give him leave to toil,” 
this change from his daily grind, without hope, in the old land, 
was often a relief. But, O! how sad, how painful it was to look 
at the puny efforts of those in clearing land who were unaccus- 
tomed to manual labour. It seemed like refined cruelty, and in 
many cases their utter wretchedness was more than they were 
able to bear. 

During 1834 Mr. Linton opened the first school in this county, 
a short distance west of Stratford. Mrs, Linton also opened a 
school in North Easthope. Throughout the winter of 1834 and 
1835 a night school was kept in the latter place, where those 
youths who had recently arrived from Perthshire, Scotland, re- 
ceived their education, He soon abandoned this profession, and 
ted 
ion 


entered into business in Stratford. At this time he was app. 








clerk of the court of requests, a position corresponding to di 





court clerk. He also took an active part in promoting an agricul- 
tural society, an account of which will be found elsewhere. 
During 1847 he was closely associated with Mr. Daly in 


agitating for county organization apart from Huron and Bruce. 





In this he was successful, visiting the Government on two occa- 
sions. He was subsequently appointed clerk of the peace, holding 
that office till his death in 1869. In him temperance principles had 
consistent adherent and a conscientous supporter. He was fully 
possessed of those traits peculiar to all good men, truthfulness 
in thought, action, and utterance. In him there was no equivoca- 
ty; he was sincere. To support his anti-slavery and 

















tion nor dupli 
anti-liquor principles he published for many years, at his own cost 
and charge, a paper called the Challenge, and which was dis- 
tributed far and wide, not only in this county but in Ontario. 
Many old settlers in Perth will remember that having completed 
their period of service attending court as jurors each returned to 
his home with a good supply of literature, which the kind-hearted 
old clerk of the peace considered was for their good. 

He was a man of great goodness of heart, strong individuality 








of character, outspoken in his sentiments, firm in resolution, and 
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tenacious of purpose. Conventionalities had no effect on his con- 
duct, and whatever others might do, he acted according to the 
light of his own judgment. The most prominent point in his 
nature was benevolence, not of purpose only, but of action, An 
illustration of this principle in his conduct will be found in a 
report of the relief committee to Stratford council during 1859, a 
year in which he found ample scope for his charitable feeling in 
relieving the pressing necessities of the poor. He was extremly 
susceptible to distress among the helpless, and was often imposed 
upon, but unable to resist a pathetic appeal from those who 
pleaded for assistance, he was— 


«Careless their merits or their faults to scan 5 
His pity gave ere charity began.” 


This old pioneer was eminently a good and useful man, an 
honour to the place of his birth, and a power for good in the land 
of his adoption. 


Joun McIxryre was born at Lismore, Argyleshire, in 1788. At 
an early age he entered the navy as midshipman, taking part in 
several engagements during that distracting period extending over 
the first fifteen years of last century. On his retirement at the 
close of the Peninsular war he became a resident of Paisley, then 
the centre of Radicalism in Scotland. The impetus given to 
democratic principles by events transpiring and arising out of the 
French revolution had aroused the Scotch. The terrible depres- 
sion succeeding the Napoleonic wars had stirred the inhabitants of 
manufacturing districts to a verge of action against the corn laws 
and parliamentary representation. Radicalism, with its sister 
principle Chartism, was rampant, and Mr. Mclntyre in such an 
elemental maelstrom was soon drawn into the vortex. Paisley 


was for a time almost under martial law, and certain speeches he 
had delivered in the cause of freedom rendered it necessary for his 
safety that he leave his native land forever, and seek in Canadian 
woods that liberty of thought and action which was denied him in 
his own native Scotland. 
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In 1820 he arrived in Dalhousie, County of Lanark, and took 
up the burden of pioneer life. He was a fine specimen of the 
intelligent backwoodsman—an ideal white chief of the forest ; 
energetic, honest, with strong reflective powers, and of more than 
ordinary ability. As might be expected, he soon became promin- 
ent in the new settlement; was a magistrate, and on one occasion 
a candidate for parliamentary honours. A quarter of a century 
soon passed away, and he found. himself with a large family 
growing up around him. He therefore determined to remove to 
the Huron Tract, and arrived in 1845, settling in Fullarton. For 
the second time he entered the lists against nature, taking up the 
burden of toil and severe hardship incident to a new country. 
Here he at once attained prominence, and was elected by the 











people of Fullarton to the district council in Goderich several 
times. When the township was first organized he became clerk, 
retaining the position for some years. He was one of the first 
magistrates in the county, and on one occasion walked through 
the woods to St. Marys to assist Mr. Christie in trying a case, he 
being the nearest justice of the peace at that period. 

Mr. McIntyre was a good specimen of a Scotch Highlander— 
stern and immovable in his principles, and an unflinching advocate 
of equal rights to all men. Although he could not speak English 
until he had passed his twelfth year, he became a master of the 
language, his writings being characterized by a simplicity and 
lucidity of expression we would scarcely expect in one whose 











cradle tongue was that of the Gael. He was a person of high 
literary taste, and if his lot had been cast under a more propitious 
star would have distinguished himself as a writer of pure English, 
He was typical of a class who entered the woods, few in number, 
and scattered here and there over the Huron Tract, the memory 
of whose worth it is our privilege to record. 








Witiiam H. Hacktne was a pioneer of Listowel, and was born 
in Yorkshire, England, in 1810, His father was a Congregational 
minister, who emigrated to Canada with his family, settling in 
Whitchurch, County of York, where he took up land. Subsequent 
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to Mr. Hacking’s leaving his home he resided five years in Guelph, 
and came to Listowel at an early day. He opened the pioneer 
store, and was appointed first postmaster, For other information 
regarding this pioneer see the history of Listowel and chapter on 


post offices. 

ALexanper Fercusoy MacLaren, M. P. for North Perth, was 
born in Perth, County of Lanark, on February 3rd, 1854. He is 
the son of John MacLaren, his mother being Ellen Buchanan 
Ferguson, whose brother Alexander, of Hibbert, was for many 
years a prominent public officer of that township, In 1855 the 
family came to Mitchell, residing there for two years, when they 
removed to Cromarty, then a rapidly growing Scotch settlement. 
Here young MacLaren was sent to school for a short period, the 
only education he ever received. His parents were, like many 
other pioneers, not over-burdened with a stock of this world’s 
goods, leaving home and kindred because they were poor. 

When still a boy, and before he reached his twelfth year, stern 
necessity compelled him to go out amongst the farmers and earn 
a living for himself. This condition, while it may have in some 
respects been unfortunate, was an excellent training for such a 
character as his. It taught him self-reliance, and the importance 
of hard and ceaseless labour, if he was ever to accomplish any- 
thing. If he were asked now the causes which have contributed 
to raise him to the distinguished position he has attained, his 
reply would be—honest effort and hard work. That is the 
old, old story of all great men. 

‘At seventeen he relinquished farm life, and engaged with Mr. 
George Hamilton, a pioneer dairyman in Hibbert, to learn cheese- 
making. He remained there only for a short time, however. 
Meantime Hon. Thomas Ballantyne had gradually worked his 
way to the front, not only as a manufacturer of cheese, but as one 
of the largest exporters in Western Canada. In 1877 Mr. Mac- 
Laren accepted a position with Mr. Ballantyne as a buyer, con- 
tinuing in his employ for seven years, He was then offered and 
accepted a similar position with an Ingersoll Co., remaining there 
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till 1890, when he established an export trade of his own. During 
1892 he introduced a new product now known over the entire 
world as ‘‘MacLaren’s Imperial Cheese.” For disposing of this 
product offices have been established in Toronto, New York, 
London (England), Chicago, Detroit, Mexico, China, Japan, and 
Africa. 

His success as a cheese-maker and judge of dairy products 
brings his skill into active demand at all great central exhibitions 
on the American continent. Although a young man, he was 
chosen as sole judge in the cheese department at the World’s 
Fair, Chi 
the Pan-American, in Buffalo, in 1g01, he was sole judge, and 
in his own country he fills that important position at all our great 
exhibitions. It is most honourable to his conduct in this capacity 
that, notwithstanding the high standard of equality of the goods 
on exhibit, his awards have been received with a universal feeling 
of confidence. 

Previous to 1895 Mr. MacLaren, though quite decided in his 
opinions, had taken no active part in any political contest. During 
that year he was nominated by the Conservative party, and elected 
to Parliament for the North Riding of Perth, a Reformer having 
been previouly returned. In 1900 he was again elected by an 
increased majority. 

Mr. MacLaren is a busy man, and, besides attending to his 
parliamentary duties, is a director in the Continental Life In- 
surance Co., a director in the Equity Fire Insurance Co., and 
a director in the National Cement Co., capital $1,000,000. He is 
president of The A. F, MacLaren Imperial Cheese Co., limited ; 
president Imperial Wood Fibre Plaster Co., of Toronto; president 
Imperial Veneer Co., Toronto and Sudbury; director of Slate and 
Cement Co., Atlanta, Georgia, U. S., capital $2,000,000; director 
Industrial Fair Board, Toronto, and chairman of Dairy Com- 
mittee; he was also president of the Western Dairymen’s Associa- 
tion in 1896 and 1897. 


ago, Where Canada carried off so many honours. At 















































On April 2oth, 1885, he married Miss Janet McLeod, and has 
one son, Kenneth Ferguson. Mr. MacLaren 





still youthful and 
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robust, and has apparently many years of useful work before 
him, which, if we accept his past record, will be honourably 
employed in extending Canadian influence and enhancing the 
value of her products, exemplifying in his own life that great suc- 


cess can only be attained by unremitting toil and unswerving 
integrity of purpose. 


Vatenrine Stock, M.P.P., was born June goth, 1852, in East 
Zorra, County of Oxford, of German parents. His father and 
mother came to Canada in the early ‘forties, and worked with 
farmers in North Easthope until 1850, when they married, settling 
on lot 31, concession 16, East Zora. At the age of six years 
Mr. Stock was sent to school, not knowing a word of English. 
A few years subsequently he was retained at home to assist his 
father on the farm. At 17 he swung the cradle in harvest, having 
along with one of his sisters for several years previous bound all 
their crops. When 16 years of age he began teaching in the 
Sabbath school, in a little log church erected on his father's farm, 
in which laudable vocation on Sabbath days he still continues. In 
those old times he did his share of severe manual toil in clearing 
land, chopping cord wood, and ditching and underdraining 
basswood and pine slabs in the swamps, as his humble position 
required that he should do. At 22, from certain injuries he had 
received, he returned to school to qualify himself as a teacher. 
In this he was successful, and taught nearly seven years in 
section No. 13, East Zorra, and one year in Tavistock. In 1884 
he entered into business in Tavistock without experience or know- 
ledge, and although having to come into competition with other 
established firms, through energy and upright conduct found his 
way into public-confidence. In 1901, with another young man of 
Tavistock, he organized the Tavistock Flax Co., thus affording 
profitable labour to many citizens of the village. 

In 1889 he was chosen clerk of South Easthope, which office he 
still retains, Hitherto he had not devoted much interest to 
politics, but in 1891 was solicited to address meetings in North 
Perth. This led to his nomination in South Perth in 1899 as can- 
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didate in the Reform interest against Mr. Nelson Monteith. On 
this occasion he was defeated, In 1902 he was again chosen as 
the Reform candidate, with Mr. Monteith as his opponent, and in 
this contest was elected. Mr. Stock is truly what we call a self- 
made man, having by his own unaided efforts raised himself from 
obscurity to a position of dignity and honour. He is a good 
public speaker, a true patriotic Canadian, and a worthy citizen. 
He says, ‘I am a farmer’s son, raised on a farm, spent my young 
days there, and their welfare is mine also.” Mr. Stock is still a 
young man, and has many days of usefulness before him. 





Duman Kinsey Ers, M.P., was born in the township of Wool- 
wich, County of Waterloo, July, 1837. He is eldest son of the 
late Isaac Erb. His great-grandfather, Daniel Erb, emigrated 
from Pennsylvania in 1807, and located in Waterloo County, 
now the village of Bridgeport. ‘The fai 
is of Swiss descent. He was educated at the Bridgeport public 
school and at S. S. No. 3, Wilmot, and at the age of 18 he began 
life as a teacher, which profession he followed for eight years, 
during the last five of which he was principal of the New Dundee 
public school. In 1885 he moved into the township of Downie, in 
the County of Perth, where he started farming. In 1887 he was 
elected school trustee and secretary-treasurer in his section, which 
positions he has held continuously up to the present. He 
elected township councillor in 1892 and again in 1893. The 
following three years he was deputy-reeve. In 1892, when the 
Sebringville Flax Co. was organized, he was elected its first 
president, which office he filled four years. About this time he 
was made a justice of the peace. In February, 1895, he was 
chosen by the Liberals of South Perth to be their candidate at the 
next Dominion general election. He was elected to represent 
South Perth in the House of Commons in June, 1896, defeating 
Mr. William Pridham, of Fullarton, and re-elected at the general 
election in November, 1900, again defeating Mr. Pridham. In 
1881 he married Pheebe, the youngest daughter of the late John 
S. Huber, of Blenheim township, County of Oxford. Mr. Erb is 
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strictly temperate in his habits, and a good public speaker, being 
possessed of many of those faculties requisite to a successful 
public man, In Farmers’ Institute work he has taken an active 
part, and both by precept and example has done much to 
encourage tree planting on the farm. Mr. Erb is still a young 
man, and has many years of usefulness before him. 

Joun C. Mowrarri is descended from good pioneer stock, being 
a son of the late Andrew Monteith, for many years one of the 
most prominent men of this county, and was born in Stratford 
in 1853. In Stratford schools he received a fair education, and 
his close connection with public men and public affairs in his 
youth gave him a distinctive aptitude for business. At an early 
period he assisted his father, being for a number of years deputy- 
treasurer of this county. In his public career he served the City 
of Stratford for many years—first as a councillor—and during 
1893 and 1894 as mayor. In the days when Stratford was a 
country town he acted as reeve and deputy-reeve, serving in the 
county council for several years. Mr. Monteith’s record during 
this period in his discharge of the functions devolving upon him 
evinced caution and economy ; at the same time he was ready to 
promote and support any measure to benefit his constituents. 
During his period of service he was chairman of several important” 
committees, and has discharged the important duties of secretary 
to the collegiate institute board for 18 years. His conduct in 
these responsible positions attracted the attention of the people, 
and he was nominated by the Conservative party of North Perth 
to contest the Riding at the election in May, 1902. In this con- 
test he was elected, defeating Mr. John Brown. A protest was 
entered, and the courts declared the seat vacant on a technical 


point regarding the vote of an elector. Subsequently Mr. Mon- 
teith and Mr. Brown were again placed in the election to be held 
on January 7th, 1903. 

Mr. Monteith, true to his family traditions, has been a life-long 
Conservative; he is Episcopalian in religion, and considered by all 
an honest and energetic business man. 
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Joun Corrie was born in Appleby, Westmoreland, England, in 
1832. Although he cannot be considered a pioneer of this county, 
yet, during a period of nearly 50 years, he has been so active in 
promoting industrial progress that few names are more closely 
connected with its material development. Mr. Corrie is an ideal 
specimen of a kind-hearted Englishman, and in every sense is a 
self-made man. Emi 





grating to America at the early age of 22 
years, he settled near Toronto. Here he engaged in bridge build- 
ing on the G. T. railway, then in course of construction. Subse- 
quent to this he was employed as traék inspector on that road for 
ten years. During his inspectorate he located in Stratford, where 
he has resided ever since. Mr. Corrie has been a busy man during 
his life. He served for several years in the town council, and was 
one of the first license commissioners appointed under the Crooks’ 














Act. He was inspector of county roads for many years, until the 
office was relegated to the county representatives. He was an 
active promoter of the Stratford Gas Co. and the Electric Light 
and Waterworks Co., of which he was president. He is a director 
of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance Co., and has important 
interests in several of those large manufacturing establishments 
to which Stratford owes so much of her prosperity. 





Gerorce Leversace, of Fullarton, a pioneer of that township, 
and for many years a prominent man in this county, was born in 
England, in 1830. At an early age he came to Fullarton, settling 
near where is now the village of Carlingford, and entered on the 
laborious work of clearing a farm. He was a person of great public 
spirit, and while still a young man began his public career in 
being elected to the first council of Fullarten, in 1850. In 1866 
he sat as deputy-reeve, and became clerk in 1873. In 1879 he 
succeeded Mr. William Davidson as reeve, till he was appointed 
county treasurer in 1896. He was a Conservative in politics, and 
opposed Hon. Thos. Ballantyne on two occasions, being deteated 
in both contests. Mr. Leversage was a consistent advocate of 
temperance during his whole life. As a Methodist he was long a 
prominent man, and few men of 





any denomination were more 
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loyalin their conduct to the faith they supported. He was a 
conscientious and honest man, kind and affable to all, and by his 
death in 1900 this county lost a faithful old servant, society an 
exemplary man, and his church a well-tried and devoted member, 

Water Murray was born in the parish of Kilpatrick, Dum- 
friesshire, Scotland, in 1823. He was a son of John Murray, and 
came to Canada in 1841, settling on lot 16, concession 6, Downie. 
He was the first pioneer in this section, and followed the Avon into 
the woods, far remote from:any other settler. I need not detail 
the hardships endured for several years subsequent to this, and 
which were inseparable from backwoods life. Suffice it to say 
that Mr. Murray has met with abundant success, and, like many 
an old pioneer, has reason to rejoice that he came to Canada in 
search of a home. In 1853 he married Elizabeth Ballantyne, to 
whom were born eleven children, several having settled around 
the old place. Mr. Murray is a Presbyterian in religion, a 
Reformer in politics, and in principle an honest man. 


Jouy Watprox Scorr was born in Darlington, Durham 
County, in 1837. His father was a native of Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, and on coming to Montreal engaged in the fur trade, 
ultimately settling in Darlington, where he closed a useful life 
1837. 
Mr. Scott received a good education in the public schools and 


subsequently at Victoria college, when he entered on agricultural 


pursuits in Darlington, continuing on the farm until 1862. Mean- 
time a new country had been opened up in this county, and 
Listowel was fast growing to be a place of importance. During 
this year he came to Listowel, and entered into partnership with 
Mr. Halstead as a general trader, also conducting a grist and saw 
mill. This continued only for a few years, however, when a dis- 
solution took place, Mr. Scoot remaining in the merchandising 
vocation with success until 1873. At this period he retired from 
that business and established a private bank in Listowel, which 
he has conducted ever since. 
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Mr. Scott has managed his affairs with judgment and tact, 
resulting in success. He has also been active in discharging 
those duties our local system of self government demands from 
public spirited citizens. He has been elected for many years to 
the council board, and occupied the mayor’s chair for some time 
with acceptance to the people of Listowel and credit to himself. 
In those improvements which have done so much to build up the 
town he has been an active promoter. He was an effective 
advocate of the Stratford & Huron R.R., and was one of its 
directors, He is also a director of the British Mortgage Loan 
Co., of Stratford. He was the principal promoter of the piano 
factory, of which he is president, and has contributed of his time 
and means in support of other institutions which have made his 
adopted town next to Stratford as a manufacturing centre. In 
religion he is a Methodist, and, as will be noted elsewhere, w 
one of the original organizers of that denomination in Listowel. 
In politics he is a Reformer. Mr. Scott is a typical man of 
business, well informed, and of good intelligence; a useful man, 
and has well earned his high position in the community as a 
reward for his integrity and enterprise. 

















Hox. Tuomas Battantyne was born at Peebles, Scotland, 
August 29th, 1829. His ancestors were originally shepherds, a 
vocation in Scotland singularly conducive to a strong type of 
character and stalwart physical form, His father having resigned 
his position as a keeper of sheep, retired to Peebles, where he 
engaged in trade. This enabled him to secure an education for 
his family, unobtainable in those remote valleys where Scottish 
shepherds had their homes. Mr. Ballantyne, therefore, having 
his mind to some extent cultured by acquiring a knowledge of 
reading, writing and arithmetic, and the foundation of his 
character laid by a proper understanding of the doctrinal points 
laid down in the shorter catechism, with a fine stalwart person 
and a good constitution, was ready for life's great battle. He, 
therefore, emigrated to Canada in 1852, settling in Downie. Here 
he taught school for eight years, when he laid down the ferule 
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and became a farmer. So far, beyond a display of dexterity in 
his vocation, and a gradual increasing interest in public affairs, 
his life or conduct indicated no adaptability for the great work he 
was afterwards called upon to perform. Like other prominent 
men in this county, he began his career of usefulness in the ranks 
of those who were then struggling for success against many 
obstacles and great disadvantages. In his early days he was 
without fame, without wealth, without influence, and without aid. 
He had, however (as all men have who ever accomplish much in 
this world), the elements of greatness within himself. I believe 
heaven gives every man his work to do, and supplies him with 
faculties to accomplish it, He must exercise them that his. man- 
hood may be developed, and his power of execution as he 
advances will be increased, enabling him to discharge those 
greater functions and responsibilities he is called on to perform. 
In Mr. Ballantyne’s life this principle is illustrated in a marked 
degree. 

In 1855, or exactly three years subsequent to his arrival in this 
country, he began his public career by being appointed auditor of 
township accounts in Downie, In 1836 he succeeded Mr. James 
Redford as clerk, retaining that position (from some unexplained 
cause) for two years only. In 1859 he was again auditor, con- 
tinuing in that office till 1865, when he was chosen clerk. This 
he retained for two years. In 1867 he was elected reeve, this 
being the first time that reeves and deputy-reeves were elected by 


direct vote of the people. He was now fast attaining prominence, 
and putting on his harness for that great work of his life in which 
he did so much to distinguish himself, and which we shall notice 
later on. He continued in the reeveship during four years, at a 
time when several important questions were settled by the county 
council. I refer my readers to another chapter for an account of 


his work in connection with a settiement of the municipal loan 
fund indebtedness, and his action towards constructing the Strat- 
ford and Wiarton railway, both of which have been of great 
advantage to this county. In regard to his policy in supporting a 
bonus to this road, he met with a storm of opposition, being 
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the only representative from a southern municipality who sup- 
ported it when it was adopted by one of a majority. Had he 
opposed this by-law it would undoubtedly have been defeated, 
and a great wrong perpetrated on a section of our county at that 
time not able to help itself. On his return for re-election he was 
defeated. In Blanshard, Fullarton, and Hibbert he was looked 
‘upon as one whose interest was wholly centred in Stratford. He 
bent beneath the storm for a time. He defended his conduct on a 
principle positively true. Public feeling, in its blind fury, would 
receive no explanations. Now that 3o years have passed since 
those events transpired, I am constrained to say that we in the 
south have cause to blush at our stupidity. No measure ever 
passed by this county has been productive of greater good to our 
ratepayers than this much repudiated by-law. To Mr. D. D. 
Hay and Hon, Thomas Ballantyne Perth County is now under 
obligations for its success. 

In 1871 he entered on the broader sphere of provincial poli 
contesting North Perth against Mr. Andrew Monteith, but was | 
defeated. In 1872 he was unanimously chosen by the South | 

| 








Perth Reform Association as their candidate for the House of 
Commons, but for private reasons could not accept. In 1875 
he was chosen for the Legislative Assembly, and in this con- 
test defeated Mr. George Leversage, of Fullarton, In 1879 he 
was again elected, defeating Mr. Jacob Brunner, then reeve of i 
Downie. He held the seat continuously till 1894, meantime 1] 
having defeated Mr. W. R. Davis on two occasions, and Mr. | | 
George Leversage a second time. In this latter year he was in 
turn defeated by Mr. McNeil, of Fullarton, since which he has 
not been a candidate. During his last four years in Parliament 
he was honoured by being chosen Speaker of the House, a 
position which, from his long parliamentary experience, he was 
admirably qualified to fill. 

So far this is a record to which few men ever attain in any 
country. Popular as a man he certainly was, but this was not 
his proper work, and on his success as a politician his fame will | 
not rest. As a matter of fact he was not a politician at all. He | 
33 | 
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was simply a member of parliament, He has not a single quality 
essential to a successful politician, Mr. Ballantyne is a man of 
strong convictions, sincere in his conduct and professions, truth- 
ful and honest; nay, stern in advocating those principles he 
believes to be correct. He could not prevaricate successfully if 
he tried. He has not a particle of humbug in his nature. When 
a few complications, therefore, arose in his election, which to 
our professional politician would only have added zest to the con- 
test, his honesty and contempt of those tactics adopted by his 
opponents wrought his defeat. 

In an age when great events are being agitated before the 
people his qualities would be invaluable. With such a man as 
William Lyon Mackenzie—stern, lion-hearted, and sincere, stand- 
ing like a giant in the way, fighting for the rights of the people 
Mr. Ballantyne would have been a power. In the rotterness of 
our present Canadian politics he could have no act or part. To 
be a successful politician now a man must be equivocal in his pro- 
fessions, cat-like in his conduct, and supremely foxy in all his 
relations with those he is pleased to term his dearly-beloved sup- 
porters, Political favour is not now bestowed as a matter of fit- 
hess in its recipient for an appointment, but is given through fear, 
or for services rendered in party interest, irrespective of public 
good. With these qualities as being requisite to political success, 
it is a matter of surprise that Mr. Ballantyne remained in parlia- 
ment as long as he did. None of these qualities did he possess, 
and his sincerity, his open avowal of principle, his devotion to 
truth and detestation of sham, effected his political fall. 

‘As we have already intimated, his future fame will not rest on 
his political attainments, but on that great interest it has been the 
end and aim of his life to uphold and build up. His efforts in 
behalf of co-operative dairying have done more to enrich individual 
Canadian farmers in Ontario than any or all governments have 
done since Canada became a United Dominion, It has been said 
that he was a man of one idea, and could not see beyond a cheese- 
box. On this string he harped, in season and out of season, any 
where and everywhere, in all circumstances, and under all con- 
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ditions ; improving our cheese product was his theme. For this 
every farmer engaged in dairying ought to be thankful. It was a 
blessing for Canada that he was possessed of this idea, for pre- 
vious to his time Canada had none, Every man who has accom- 
plished anything great and good has been a man of one over- 
powering idea. His mind can have room only for one thought, 
which is constantly pressing itself on his attitude like something 
waiting to be borne into a material thing. This must be so evident 
to all intellgent readers that I need not illustrate it by individual 
examples. 

In co-operative dairying he fought his battle alone for a number 
of years, investigating, examining, teaching, and exhorting, 
determined to succeed in spite of apathy and carelessness in 
his co-workers. Never wearying, confident of ultimate success, 
he worked on. Light did not dawn on his efforts till the 
Centennial Exhibition was held at Philadelphia in 1877, when he 
brought back to Perth County the gold medal for the best cheese 
made on the American continent. He was now recognized in 
Canada, and largely in the U. S., as being not only an authority 
on dairying, but the great promoter of an industry which now 
brings to the Canadian farmer each year a sum amounting to 
$13,000,000. Let it not be forgotten, therefore, by those who 
attempt to belittle his work, that no such distinction had ever 
been received in Canada before. During the next twelve years 
he had made still greater efforts in regard to improvement, and at 
Chicago World’s Fair he had the satisfaction of seeing the fruition 
of his labours in Canada being crowned with honour, this county 
again holding a conspicuous position, 

During 1867 he led the way in Perth County by erecting Black 
Creek cheese factory, and by his example stimulated others to 
follow in his steps. He attended the first dairy convention, at 
Ingersoll, in 1867, and was elected a director. He was chosen 
president in 1872, 1873, 1879, 1882, 1883, 1885, 1886, 1887, and 
1891, after which he retired. As a mark of respect, and in recog- 
nition of his valuable services, he was appointed first honorary 
president, which office he still retains. 
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All this had not been accomplished without difficulty. Mr, 
Ballantyne says, ‘‘About 1870 we had given everything up for 
lost. We had expended more money than we could afford to 
expend from our private funds in our efforts to produce a high 
class of goods. In our dilemma we appealed to Hon. John 
Carling, then Minister of Agriculture in Toronto. He promptly 
responded by granting $800 per annum to assist in prosecuting 
our enterprise. This gave us new hope, and stimulated us to 
greater exertion.” Mr. Ballantyne suggested the principle of 
employing instructors, which has done so much to improve the 
quality of our product. Professor Arnold was engaged, but 
unfortunately for some unexplained cause did not succeed. The 
Association were unwilling to retain his services. Mr. Ballantyne 
had full confidence, however, in his work, and retained him at his 
own expense for another year. Results have surely justified his 
experiments, and the number of instructors now employed and the 
quality of goods made all bear testimony to his zeal and judgment 
in support of co-operative dairying. 

Again I may be permitted to say that it is extremely doubtful 
whether dairying without Mr. Ballantyne’s continuous exertions in 
its behalf would not have collapsed in Ontario as it did in some 
sections even of our own county. One thing may positively be 
affirmed, that it would not have reached its high standard of 
excellence in so short a period of time without his aid, if it ever 
attained it at all. But the influence of his life-work extends beyond 
co-operative dairying, in so far that it taught the farmers of this 
country the great advantages arising from united action. Indi- 
vidual effort on their part could never have produced such extra- 
ordinary results as has arisen from our factory system. It has 
created a confidence in one another never before existing, and 
taught them this never-to-be-forgotten lesson, that by mutual aid 
and concerted action they can exalt their calling to yet higher 
points of usefulness. But this is not all. It is conceded that 
dairying has been most successful of all Canadian industries. Of 
eight or nine hundred cheese factories in Canada all, or nearly all, 
are controlled and managed by farmers themselves, thus giving 
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to the world a display of commercial ability second to none. The 
tendency of all this is to develop the latent faculties in our 
agricultural population, and their expansion must result in untold 
benefits to this country. 

Having thus far reviewed the efforts of this man, before closing 
our imperfect sketch it might be well to look at him and those 
motives by which he was actuated in prosecuting this great work. 
To men of sordid minds it appears inexplicable that any one should 
devote either his time or his talent for the public good without 
hope of pecuniary reward. All such characters in themselves are 
of little use in the world except to carry clay that men of better 
minds may make brick. To measure the labour of great men by 
so mercenary a rule is to subordinate their high aspirations to 
human 














a standard of material things. Human greatness 
m of his 






efforts 





spirituality, and no great man ever reduced the s 
to a few pennies. Howard had no hope of financial reward. 
Booth had no hopes of reward. A man who plunges into a raging 
an has no hope of reward. 








flood to save his drowning fellow: 
He only sees his duty, and if heaven has given him the power to 
save others, in heaven's name let him exercise it. I believe no 
great men ever for one moment think of reward as they move 
onward to the higher functions, waving their light aloft that 
those afar off may see its brightness and follow onward. I believe 
ith certain faculties, so 








in the beginning great men are endowed 
overpowering as to impregnate their every thought, and so be- 
come crystalized into action, and will continue to evolve great 
things without consideration or hope of reward. On no other 
principle can I account for the work accomplished by this pioneer. 
‘As an exporter his profits might have been equally large without 
his making any efforts on behalf of dairying. All his experiments 
in its interest, his payment of Prof. Arnold from his private purse, 
investigations into new systems and theories, were made 









vithout hope of reward. In view, therefore, of these things it 
only motive was a noble ambition to be 
instrumental in improving an important branch of farm husbandry 
as a benefit to his country. 





must be conceded that 
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As a man he was exemplary in his conduct, kind to his friends 
and family, although somewhat restless and enterprising amongst 
those who were his opponents. He was prompt in business, 
having good administrative faculties. He was ever ready to assist 
and draw from obscurity young men of ability, and more than one 
Canadian who now sits in high places owes his advancement to 
Thomas Ballantyne. During his busy life he has filled many 
positions of trust, and is now president of the British Mortgage 
Loan Co. and vice-president of the Perth Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co. In politics he is a Reformer, in religion a Presbyterian; 
he is an excellent public speaker, a gentleman in appearance, and 
a fine specimen of a public man, 

In 1856 he married Miss Mary Ballantyne, daughter of Robert 
Ballantyne, then reeve of Downie. This lady was his cousin. To 
them were born seven sons and one daughter, all of whom are 
living, the eldest being Professor Ballantyne, of Knox College, 
Toronto. It is with pride he says ‘‘No son of mine has sought a 
home under the’ Stars and Stripes; Canada is good enough for 
them; here, I trust, they will remain and contribute towards 
building up that empire of which we form so conspicuous a part.” 

On December 31st, 1902, Mrs. Ballantyne was taken from him, 
and to her memory he is now carrying out the noblest work of 
his life. While this history is being published a beautiful build- 
ing is being erected at great cost by him for a nurses’ home, and 
bequeathed to Stratford hospital as a lasting memorial to her who 
was his faithful companion for so many long years. 

Verily, verily, 1 say, Hon, Thomas Ballantyne’s name is one 
which may be added to the illustrious sons of “Auld Scotia.” 

As I must close these sketches, so I shall finish the work I had 
designed to do. Even now I only stand at the beginning of this 
old story of pioneer life. What I have written, I have written. 
One mightier than I has expressed himself, ‘‘As standing on the 
shore gathering pebbles, while the great ocean of truth lay before 
him undiscovered,” so I have gathered only a few fragments from 
those days which are now past and gone. I trust some one with 
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greater powers than I can boast may continue a work whose 
stores of incident to me seem inexhaustible. As I opened this 
history with remarks on pioneer life, let us return to the old 
shanty once more. There it still stands, a relic of the past. Into 
its forsaken chamber, now sacred to dear memories, let our old 
pioneer enter. He is now wrinkled and grey, but let him stand in 
that spot where his chair stood for so many years, dream dreams, 
and see visions of early days. There is that in our nature which 
inclines us to linger where events have transpired that have left 
their footprints on the chart of our remembrance. In declining 
years memory feeds itself on scenes of other days. To live again 
our former lives is to exist in the subdued light of the past. It is 
like waiting in the ineffectual rays of a setting sun and dreaming 
of his noontide glory. 

What wonder, then, if the thoughts of those lyart veterans 
return to the old ruined walls that sheltered them in youth, and 
see in their sagging wreck those marks of decay now inseparable 
from their own frail and time-worn frames. 

Farewell, then, I say to you old pioneers. With you and 
amongst you I spent my youthful days. While I remain here 
amidst the foot-hills of life I try to gather up broken remem- 
brances of a time which is gone. ‘These I have written in a scroll 
wherein I have also inscribed your names, therein to remain 
long as this book shall last. 
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